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Letter      l 


iloxbury;  April  26,   ijy6. 

YOU  have  been  informed  of  the  meafiires  which  the  promo- 
ters of  independency  adopted  for  the  ripening  of  that 
event ;  in  the  advice  which  congrefs  were  prevailed  upon  to  give 
to  the  New-Hampfhire,  the  South-Carolina,  and  Virginia 
conventions. 

[Jan.  5,  1776.]  The  New-Hampfhire  provincial  convention 
proceeded  in  their  defign,  and  voted,  "  that  this  congrefs  take  up 
civil  government  in  form  following — We  being  authorized 
in  particular  to  eftablifh  fome  form  of  government,  provided 
that  meafure  be  recommended  by  the  continental  congrefs,  and  a 
recommendation  being  tranfmitted — the  fudden  departure  of  his 
excellency  John  Wentworth  and  feveral  of  the  council  leaving 
us  deftitute  of  legiilation,  and  no  executive  courts  being  Open  to 
punilh  criminal  offenders — therefore  proteiting  that  we  never 
meant  to  throw  off  our  independence  upon  Great-Britain,  and 
that  we  fhall  rejoice  if  fuch  a  reconciliation,  between  us  and  our 
parent  flate,  can  be  effefted,  as  fhall  be  approved  by  the  conti- 
nental congrefs — do  refolve,  that  the  congrefs  do  affume  the 
name  and  power  of  a  houfe  of  reprefentatives ;  that  they  pro- 
ceed to  choofe  twelve  perfons,  to  be  a  diftinci  branch  of  the 
legiflature,  by  the  name  of  a  council  for  this  colony;  and  that 
no  aft  fhall  be  valid  unlefs  paffed  by  both  branches."  But  this 
procedure  was  not  uriiverfally  approved.     A  memorial  and  re- 
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monftrancfe  of  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  Portfmouth 
was  prefented  to  the  convention  fitting  at  Exeter.  [Jan.  io.J 
It  fe  s  forth,  that  "  the  memorialilts  are  greatly  alarmed,  by  the 
information,  that  they  are  about  to  diffolve  their  exiftence  as  a 
convention  and  ailume  that  of  a  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  and  to 
proceed  to  the  election  of  twelve  counfeliors,  who  are  to  act  as 
another  branch  of  legiilation  for  the  future  government  of  this 
colony."  Thay  remonftrate  againft  the  procedure  from  an 
opinion  that,  the  inhabitants  will  not  generally  approve  it ;  and 
wiih  therefore  that  the  minds  of  the  people  mav  be  fully  taken 
Onfuch  a  momentous  concernment,  for  that  it  is  their  inherent 
right  to  know*  the  plan,  before  adopted  and  carried  into  execu- 
tion. They  fay  alio,  "  it  amounts  to  an  open  declaration  of  in- 
dependency, which  we  can  by  no  means  countenance."  A  dif- 
fent  and  proteft  was  brought  into  convention,  ("Jan.  12.J  by 
feveral  of  the  reprefentatives ;  the  purport  of  it  was,  "  We  dif- 
f'ent  and  proteft  againft  the  prefent  plan  of  taking  up  govern- 
ment for  the  following  reafons — the  vote  of  the  continental  con- 
grefs,  countenancing  the  fame,  was  obtained  by  the  unwearied 
importunity  of  our  delegates  there,  as  appears  by  their  letter ; — • 
the  laid  vote  does- not  appear  to  have  been  unanimous,  but  we 
have  reafon  to  think  otherwife ; — -New- York,  and  Virginia 
(which  are  in  fimilar  circumftances  with  us,  and  are  much  larger 
and  more  opulent,  and  we  prefume  much  wifer,  and  to  which 
We  would  pay  all  due  deference)  have  not  attempted  any  thing  of 
the  kind1,  nor  as  we  can  learn  have  defired  it; — it  appears  aflum- 
mg  for  fo  fmall  a  colony  to  take  the  lead  in  a  matter  of  fo  great 
importance ; — our  conltituents  never  expected  us  to  make  a  new 
form  of  government,  bat  only  to  fet  the  judicial  and  executive 
wheels  in  motion  -r — it  appears  to  us,  too  much  like  fetting  up  an 
independency  on  the  mother  country. "  The  convention  how- 
ever proceeded  in  their  plan;  but  when  it  was  executed,  and  the 
body  had  affnmed  the  form  of  two  houfes,  they  had  the  confift- 
ency  to  receive  petitions  [Jan.  18.]  from  the  towns  of  Ports- 
mouth Dover,  Newington,  Rocheiler,  Stratham,  North-Hamp- 
t  1,  Rye,  New-Market,  Kenfing'on,  Greenland,  and  part  of 
-vvood,  againft  taking  up  government  in  the  new  eiiablifhed 
rifi.  Both  houfes  met  in  the  town-houfe,  the  petitions  were 
read,  confidered,  and  fully  argued  by  the  council  for  the  petiti- 
oners. It  was  voted,  [Jan.  27. J  that  the  committee  write  to  the 
continental  congrefs,  and  lay  the  plan  of  government  taken  up 
by  the  colonv  before  them,  and  let  them  know  that  a  number  of 
members  of  this  houfe  diffemed  from  and  protefted  againft  the 
fame,  becaufe  of  its  being-  fuppofed  to  breathe  too  much  of  the 
fpirit  of  independency  $  and  rcqueft  tQ  know  the  judgment  of  the 
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congrefs  thereon.  Whatever  letter  the  GOnnriittee  might  write 
was  probably  forwarded  under  cover  to  one  of  their  own  dele- 
ga'es;  and  by  the  advice  of  certain  members  was  not  brought  be- 
fore  congrefs  as  a  bodv,  till  the  day  aftei  they  had  given  their  fanc- 
tion  to  the  plan,  bv  admitting  upon  their  journal..,  on  the  29th  of 
February,  the  credentials  of  the  delegates  cholen  by  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives  on  January  the  23d. 

Y\  ■  en  Mr.  S.  Adams  faw  the  inftruclions  given  bv  the  capi- 
tal of  New-Hampfhire,  he  was  diffati:fied,  and  fearful,  'eft,  if 
that  colony  took  a  wrong  ftep,  it  fhould  wholly  defeat  the  defign, 
he  owned,  he  had  mueh  at  heart.  He  had  been  alarmed  before 
in  the  beginning  of  the  month, when  amotion  was  made  in  con- 
grefs to  this  purpofe. — "  Whereas  we  have  been  charged  with 
aiming  at  independency,  a  committee  fhall  be  appointed  to  ex- 
plain to  the  people  at  large  the  principles  and  grounds  of  our  op- 
poOtion,  &c."  It  would  not  do  for  Mr.  S.  Adams  evidently  to 
in:  reft  himielf  in  oppofmg  the  motion,  though  he  was  apprehen- 
fiye  that  they  mould  get  themfelves  on  dangerous  g-ound;  but 
fome  other  delegates  prevailed  fo  far  as  to  have  the  matter  poft- 
poned ;  and  yet  thev  could  not  prevent  the  afligning  of  a  day  to 
confiderit.  Some  little  time  before,  he  had  converted  with  an- 
other gentleman,  probably  a  Virginia  delegate,  about  a  confede- 
ration; when  thev  agreed  it  muff  foon  be  brought  on,  and  that 
if  all  the  colonies  would  not  come  into  it,  it  had  better  be  done 
bv  thofe  that  inclined  to  it.  Mr.  Adams  promif  d,  he  would  en- 
deavour to  unite  the  New-England  colonies  in  confederation,  if 
none  of  the  reft  would  join  in  it:  the  other  approved  of  it,  and 
faid,  that,  if  Mr.  S.  Adams  fucceeded,  he  would  caft  iq  his  lot 
among  them.  Many  of  the  principal  gentlemen  in  the  Maffa- 
chufetts  have  been  lon^  urging  their  delegates  at  conorefs  to 
bring  forward  independencv ;  the  more  fo,  from  a  perfuafion 
that,  refiftance  unto  blood  having  been  once  made  againft  the 
governmental  meafures,  the  Britilh  fpirit  will  never  be  quieted, 
wi  h  any  thing  fhort  of  thofe  conceffions  and  fatisfa&ions,  which 
Americans  never  make.  General  Wafhington  has  no  wifh, 
that  the  congrefs  would  declare  the  colonies  independent:  but 
manv  other  officers,  efpecially  among  the  New-Englanders,  are 
defirous  of  it;  though  the  fituation  of  their  military  affairs  could 
of  la-e  afford  them  no  reafonable  encouragement.  Thev  havq 
been  obliged  to  change  their  army  by  a  new  inliftment  under  the 
mouths  of  their  enemy's  cannon ;  and  while  employed  in  this 
operation,  had  not  for  fome  time  men  enough  to  defend  their  lines 
had  the  Britilh  troops  commenced  an  attack.  They  had  to  guard 
an  extent  of  better  than  a  dozen  miles,  with  i'ttw  more  troops 
than  what  were   in  Bofton.     Such  was  the  want  of  mufkets, 
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that  in  order  to  fupply  the  new  inlifted  foldiers,  they  forcibly, 
detained  thofe  belonging  to  the  privates  whofe  time  was  out, 
and  who  refufed  to  ferve.  longer ;  but  not  without  paying  for 
them. 

Gen.  Greene  wrote  from — Profpeft-hill,  January  4,  1776. 
"  Had  the  enemy  been  fully  acquainted  tvitfi  our  fituation,  I 
cannot  pretend  to  fav  what  might  have  been  the  confequences-. 
I  this  day  manned  the  lines  upon  this  hill,  and  feel  a  degree  of 
pleafure  that  I  have  not  felt  for  feveral  days.  Our  fit  nation  has 
been  critical.  We  have  no.part  of  the  militia  on  this  hill ;  and  the 
night  after  the  old  troops  went  off,  I  could  not  have  muftered 
feven  hundred  men,  notwithflanding  the  returns  of  the  new  in- 
lifted  troops  amounted,  to  nineteen  hundred  and  upward.  I  am 
now  ffrong  enough  to  defend  myfelf  againfl  all  the  force  in  Bo- 
ilon."  Gen.  Wafnrngton  thus  exprelfed  himfelf  on  the  firlf  of 
the  month  :  "  It  is  nor  perhaps  in  the  power  of  hiftory  to  fur- 
niih  a  cafe  like  ours — to  maintain  a  poll   within  mufket  fliot  of 

the   enemy  for   fix  months  together    without (powder,  he 

avoided  inferting  the  word,  left  the  letter  fhould  mifcarry;)  and 
at  the  fame  time  to  difband  one  army  and  recruic  another,  within 
that  diffance  of  twenty  odd.  Britifh  regiments,  is  more  than  pro- 
bably was  ever  attempted." 

The  conducl  of  the  New-Yorkers  not  anfwering  the  defires 
of  captain  Sears,  he  had  for  fome  time  taken  up  his  abode  in 
Connecticut,.  Being  apprehenfive,  that  general  Clinton,  who 
was  preparing  to  go  upon  fome  expedition  with  a  body  of  troops, 
might  pofhbly  be  deftined  for  New-York,  and  confidering  of 
what  importance  it  was  that  the  city  fhould  not  be  poffeffed  by 
him,  he  came  to  gen.  Wafhington,  and  urged  the  neceffity  of 
its  being  fecured  by  American  forces.  But  the  general  could 
fpare  no  troops,  every  man  of  them  being  wanted  in  the  envir- 
ons of  Bofton.  Sears  propofed  that  Wafhington  fhould  write  to 
gov.  Trumbull,  preffing  him  to  raife  two  regiments  for  the  fer- 
vice.  His  application  was  flrengthened  by  a  letter  of  gen.  Lee's, 
who  wrote  to  the  commander  in  chief,  [Jan.  5.]  ¥  New- York 
mull  be  fecured,  but  it  will  never,  I  am  afraid,  be  fecured  by 
direft  order  of  congrefs  for  obvious  reafons.  I  propofe,  that  you 
fhould  detach  me  into  Connecticut,  and  lend  your  name  for  col- 
lecting a  body  of  volunteers.  I  am  affured,  that  I  fhall  find  no 
difficulty  in  affembling  a  fufficient  number  for  the  purpofe  want- 
ed. This  meafure  I  think  abfolutely  neceffary  to  our  falvation; 
and,  if  it  meets  with  your  approbation,  the  fooner  it  is  entered 
upon  the  belter — indeed  the  delay  of  a  fingle  dav  may  be  fatal." 
Mr.  John  Adams  being  at  Watertown  with  the  general  court, 
gen.  WafhingiQii  delirea  his  opinion  on  Lee's  plan.     Mr.  John 
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Adams,  in  a  letter  of  the  next  day,  [Jan.  6.]  (bowed  that  the 
plan  was  practicable,  expedient,  and  lay  properly  within  las  ex- 
cellency's authority,  without  further  directions  from  con- 
grefs.  He  took  notice  that  a  body  of  people  on  Long-Ill  and 
were  intrenching  themfelves,  protefledly  to'oppofe  the  Ameri- 
can fyllem;  'that  there  was  a  body  of  tories  in  the  city  of  New- 
York  waiting  only  for  a  force  to  protecl  them  ;  and  that  the 
Jerfey  troops  had  been  already  ordered  to  that  city.  The  mea- 
sures to  be  taken  being  fettled,  the  dilpatches  were  got  ready^ 
and  capt.  Sears  fet  off  with  them,  for  Connecticut.  [Jan.  8.j 
Gov.  Trumbull  was  much  pleafed,  got  the  committee  of  fafety 
together,  haftened  the  bufmefs,  ?,nd  col.  Waterbury  and  col. 
Ward's  regiments  were  raifed  and  ready  to  march,  by  the  time 
gen.  Lee  got  to  Stamford,  within  fifty  miles  of  New-York,  and 
near  upon  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  Cambridge.  Lee 
fet  off  on  the  11th;  and  when  at  New-Haven,  one  hundred 
and  fixty  miles  diftant,  wrote  on  the  16th  to  Wafhington,  "  I 
{hall  fend  immediately  an  exprefs  to  congrefs  informing  them  of 
my  fituation,  and  at  the  fame  time  conjuring  them  not  to  fuf- 
fer  the  accurfed  provincial  congrefs  of  New-York  to  defeat  mea- 
fures  fo  abfolutely  neceflary  to  our  falvation."  Manv  of  the  New- 
York  provincial  congrefs  (if  not  the  majority)  were  adjudged  real 
tories,  fome  fo  deemed  might  be  only  timid  whigs.  By  the22d, 
gen.  Lee  had  collected  at  Stamford  1200  Connecticut  troops.  The 
New- York  committee  of  fafety  weie  very  averfe  to  his  marching 
them  into  the  city,  and  wrote  to  him  upon  the  occafion.  He  an- 
fwered  with  much  prudence,  judgment,  and  refolution  :  and  fent 
to  the  continental  congrefs  for  advice.  They  direfted  him  to 
repair  to  the  city,  and  appointed  three  of  their  members  to  meet 
him  there,  and  advife  with  him  on  the  meafures  proper  to  be 
purfued.  He  was  detained  at  Stamford  with  the  gout.  The 
members  from  congrefs,  and  col.  Waterbury  being  at  New -York, 
gen.  Lee  directed  capt.  Sears  to  take  Waterbury \s  regiment,  and 
march  it  immediately  for  the  city.  At  King's-bridge  he  was  met 
by  a  number  of  citizens,  who  entreated  him  to  halt,  for  that  the 
enemy  had  declared,  that  if  any  troops  came  in,  they  would  burn 
the  city.  Sears  pleaded  his  orders,  and  marched  on.  When 
nearer  the  city  he  was  applied  to  afrelh,  and  itrongly  urged  to 
remain  at  a  diftance  from  it  :  he  obferved,  that  neither  the  mem- 
bers of  congrefs,  nor  col.  Waterbury,  had  fent  him  any  orders  ; 
he  therefore  continued  his  march  into  the  city.  The  citizens 
were  in  the  utmoft  confufion,  expecting  the  enemy  would  exe- 
cute their  threats,  but  they  refrained.  [Feb.  4.  ]  Gen.  Lee  came 
on  when  able  ;  and  arrived  at  New-York  in  lefs  than  two  hours 
after  gen.  Clinton  arrived  at  the  Hook,  in  the  Mercury,  toge- 
ther 
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iher  with  a  tranfport  brig.  Their  arrival  threw  the  citv  into  fuch 
a  convulfion  as  it  never  knew  beiore.  Though  it  was  the  Sab- 
bath the  inhabitants  wrere  engaged  in  moving  away  their  effetls 
the  whole  day,  and  continued  it  all  night.  Gen.  Clinton  failed 
from  Boflon  on  the  19th,  with  a  number  of  grenadiers  and  light 
infantry,  as  fuppofed  tor  Virginia.  He  touched  at  the  Hook, 
probably  to  confult  gov.  Tryon,  and  fee  whether  any  thing  effec- 
tual could  be  done  to  ftrengtben  the  Britilh  interefl  in  New- York. 
After  a  fhort  tarriance,  he  proceeded  to  the  fouthward.  Gen, 
Lee,  upon  his  arrival,  gave  out,  "  If  the  men  of  war  fet  one 
lioufe  on  fire  in  confequence  of  my  coming,  I  will  chain  a  hun- 
dred of  their  friends  together  by  the  neck,  and  make  the  houfe 
their  funeral  pile."  He  would  in  all  likelihood,  have  retaliated 
in  fome  formidable  manner.  While  Clinton  remained  at  the 
Hook,  various  works  were  erecled  for  the  defence  of  the  city. 
Nine  days  before  his  arrival,  on  the  26th  of  January,  and  a  week/ 
after  his  failing,  care  was  taken  to  fend  over  to  Long-Ifland  fe- 
ven  hundred  of  the  Jerfey  militia,  and  three  hundred  of  the  Jer- 
iey  regulars,  to  difarm  thofe  perfons  in  Queen's  county  who  op- 
pofed  American  liberty,  and  to  fecure  their  leaders,  which  was 
accomplifhed. 

The  congrefs,  receiving  information  of  the  difaffecf  ion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Tryon  county,  refolved  upon  difarming  them,  and 
providing  for  the  future  tranquility  of  thofe  parts*  They  com- 
mitted the  bufinefs  to  gen.  Schuyler.  The  general  having  no 
troops  at  Albany  to  carry  into  execution  their  refolutions,  was 
under  the  necefllty  of  communicating  his  bufinefs  to  the  fub-com- 
rnittee  of  the  county,  after  having  adminiftered  an  oath  of  fecre- 
cv.  They  contrived  to  call  upon  700  militia  :  but  fo  great  was 
the  zeal  of  the  people,  and  they  followed  in  fuch  numbers  (al- 
though the  weather  was  co  d  in  the  extreme)  that  by  the  time  he 
reached  Caghnawaga,  he  had  near  3000  men,  including  900  of 
the  Tryon  county  militia,  [Jan.  16.J  On  Tuefday  the  i6th» 
the  general  marched  to  Schene6fady  ;  and  in  the  evening,  a  de- 
putation from  the  Mohawk  Indians  delivered  him  a  fpeech  in  a 
haughty  tone,  evidently  calculated  to  prevent  his  proceeding  to 
Sir  John  Johnfon's,  who  was  thought,  or  known  to  be  making 
military  preparations.  Schuyler,  in  his  anfwer  told  them,  that  he 
had  full  proof,  that  many  people  in  John  flown,  and  the  neigh- 
bourhood thereof,  had  for  a  conftderable  time  pall  made  prepa- 
rations to  carry  into  execution  the  wicked  defign  of  the  king's 
evil  counsellors,  and  added,  "  We  have  no  objection,  nay,  we 
wifli  that  you  and  your  warriors  fhould  be  prefent  to  hear  what 
we  lhall  propofe  to  Sir  John,  and  the  people  in  and  about  Johnf- 

town, 
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town,  who  are  our  enemies.  But  we  beg  of  you  to  tell  your 
Warriors,  that  although  we  have  no  quarrel  with  them,  vet  if  we 
mould  be  under  the  difagreeablc  neccfiity  of  fighting  with  our 
enemies,  and  your  warriors  mould  join  them  and  fight  againil  us, 
that  we  will  repel  force  by  force."  They  replied  and  laid,  "  Brother 
Schuj  ler,  the  great  man,  attend.  Every  thing  that  has  been  faid 
tons,  brother,  has  been  perfectly  agreeable  to  us,  &c."  A  let- 
ter was  fent  to  Sir  John  Johnfon,  requeuing  a  meeting  with  hitrt 
the  next  day,  and  alluring  him,  that  he  and  fuch  oerfons  wh j-i\ 
he  might  choofe  to  attend  him,  mould  pals  fdfe  and  umolelfe  {  to 
the  place  where  he  might  meet  him,  and  from  thence  back  to 
the  place  of  his  abode.  Sir  John  accordingly  tnet  gen.  Schuy- 
ler about  fixteen  miles  beyond  Sehenefclady,  accompanied  by  fome 
of  the  leading  Scotchmen,  and  two  or  three  others,  when  pro- 
pofals  were  made  to  him  :  he  begged  time  to  anfwer  until  the 
next  evening,  to  which  Schuyler  confented.  [Jan.  18.  |  On 
Thurfday  the  general  approached  within  four  miles  of  Johntfo  vn. 
Sir  John  fent  out  anfwers  to  the  propofals  of  the  preceding  dav, 
which  not  being  fatisfacfory,  the  general  determined  to  march  his 
troops  to  Johnfon-hall,  without  delay  :  but  gave  Sir  John  till 
twelve  at  uight,  to  reconfider  the  matter,  after  which  he  would 
receive  no  propofals.  At  twelve  an  anfwer  came  from  Sir  John, 
in  behalf  of  himfelf,  the  inhabitants  of  Kingfborough,  and  the 
neighbourhood  adjacent.  It  was  agreed  to  deliver  up  all  cannon, 
arms,  and  military  ftores  whatlbever,  that  to  his  knowledge  were 
in  the  county,  a  few  favorite  family  arms  excepted  : — that  Sir 
John,  having  given  his  parole  of  honor  not  to  take  up  arms  againft 
America,  lhall  confine  himfelf  to  certain  limits  : — that  the  Scotch 
inhabitants  lhall. furrender  their  arms,  and  the  general  mav  take 
any  fix  prifoners  from  among  them  as  he  choofes,  without  re- 
fiifance,  to  be  treated  however  with  humanity,  and  with  all  due 
deference  to  rank  : — that  the  inhabitants  mall  give  up  their  arms, 
and  enter  into  like  engagements  with  the  Scotch  inhabitants  : — . 
and  that  all  the  men  referred  to  in  the  above  articles  fhall  be  pa- 
raded at  Johnflown  on  Saturday  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  ground 
their  arms  in  the  prefence  of  fuch  troops  as  the  general  may  ap- 
point. Thefe  terms  were  agreed  to,  and  on  the  next  day  gene- 
ral Schuyler  marched  to  Johnftown.  [Jan.  20.]  On  Saturday 
he  drew  up  his  men  in  the  ftreet ;  and  the  Highlanders,  between 
two  and  three  hundred,  marched  to  the  front,  where  ihey  ground- 
ed their  arms.  Thefe  fecured,  the  general  difmiffed  them  with 
an  exhortation,  pointing  out  the  only  conduft  which  could  infurc 
them  protection.  In  the  evening  he  returned  to  Cagnuage,  leav- 
ing col.  Herkimer  and  the  committee  of  Tryon  county  to  receive 
the  arms  of  the  remainder,  and  to  fu.  on  fix  of  the  principal  lead- 
ers 
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crs  fo  fend  to  him.  He  expecled  that  the  whole  difarmed,  or  to. 
be  difarmed,  would  amount  to  above  fix  hundred.  Gen.  Schuy- 
ler's conduct  was  highly  approved  by  congrefs  ;  and  thofe  who 
accompanied  him  in  the  expedition  were  praifed  for  their  patrio- 
tic fervices. 

The  following  detached  articles  of  intelligence  rriuft  no:  be 
emitted.  In  the  firft  week  in  January,  gov.  Franklin's  difpatch- 
es  for  the  miniftry  were  feized  by  lord  Stirling's  troops  and  fent 
to  Congrefs.  About  the  middle  of  the  month,  the  Jerfev  men 
defcried  a  tranfport  at  fea.  They  procured  feveral  boats,  and 
failed  in  quell  of  her  with  four  days  provifion.  .  Lord  Stirling 
commanded.  Upon  their  coming  up  and  along  fide  of  her,  fhe 
was  taken  without  any  refiflance,  for  the  failors  (wore  they  would 
not  fight  for  common  wages.  The  Americans  are  making  falt- 
petre  all  over  the  continent,  from  New-Hampfhire  to  Virginia 
inclufively. 

Let  us  return  to  the  neighbourhood  cf  Bofton. 

[Feb.  8.]  Major  Knowlton  was  difpatched  with  a  hundred 
men  to  make  an  incurfion  into  Charleftown,  and  burn  a  num- 
ber of  houfes,  that  they  might  be  no  longer  of  fervice  to  the  ene- 
my. He  croffed  the  mill-dam  upon  the  ice,  between  Cobble-hill 
and  Bunker's-hill ;  and  immediately  proceeded  down  the  ftreet 
on  the  wefterly  fide  of  the  lait  hill,  and  deftroyed  about  ten  hou- 
fes, arid  brought  off  a  few  mufkets.  He  performed  the  whole 
in  lefs  than  an  hour,  without  the  lofs  of  a  fingle  man  killed  or 
wounded,  though  the  Britifh  garrifon  kept  up  a  confiderable  fire 
of  mufketry  from  Bunker's-hill.  This  expedition  confounded 
the  amufement  carrying  on  in  Bofton,  at  the  fame  in  ft  ant. 

The  Britifh  foldiers  were  much  afflitied  with  ficknefs  and  the 
fcurvy,  occafioncd  by  the  want  of  vegetables  and  frefh  provifions, 
notwithftanding  the  powerful  exertions  made  at  home  to  throw 
in  fupplies.  Many  of  the  veffels,  which  were  loaded  in  England 
with  live  ftock,  vegetables  and  porter,  had  been  either  taken  on 
the  coafL  of  America,  or  blown  off  to  the  Welt-Indies,  by  the 
fevere  north-weft  winds,  which  ufually  prevail  during  the  winter 
months.  Out  of  40  fail  of  tranfports  only  eight  had  arrived.  None 
of  thefe  things  however  hindered  the  officers  from  amufmg  them- 
felves,  all  they  could,  in  the  prefent  fituation.  They  had  their 
balls  and  theatre,  that  fo  they  might  forget  themfelves,  while 
feemingly  forgotten  by  their  native  country.  It  fo  happened  that 
thev  had  finifhed  attending  the  Bufy  Body  \  and  the  fcenes  were 
changed,  that  the  farce  of  the  Blockade  of  'Bofton,  faid  to  be  writ- 
ten by  gen.  Burgoyne,  might  be  performed.  The  figure  defign- 
ed  for  gen.  Wafhington  had  juft  mnde  his  appearance  (as  we  are 
told)  upon  the  ftage,  with  a  large  wig  and  long  rufty  fword,  to- 
gether 
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gether  with  his  orderly  fergeant,  who  had  on  Ins  moulder  a  rufty 
gun  feven  feet  long  ;  now  it  was,  that  one  of  the  regular  fcr- 
geants  came  running  on  the  itage,  threw  down  his  bayonet,  and 
called  out  luftily* "  theYankees  are  attacking  Bunker's-hill."  They, 
who  were  unacquainted  with  the  farce,  thought  that  this  was  a 
part,  of  it,  but  when  gen.  Howe  cried  out,  officers  to  your  alarm. 
pofts,  in  (lead  of  mirth  and  laughing,  there  was  fhrieking,  crying; 
fainting,  8zc. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  town  have  been  fupplied  with  frelh  pror 
vifions  ortce  in  a  while  from  Nova-Scotia.  Within  two  days  of 
the  above  affair,  a  floop  arrived  with  beef,  poultry  and  hay  :  the 
hay  fold  for  a  guinea  a  hundred  weight,  the  beef  for  one  and 
Jixpence  the  pound,  geefe  nine  millings  a  piece,  and  other  arti- 
cles proportionably,  in  flerling  money.. 

There  was  fuch  a  continued  backwardnefs  in  the  Americans  to 
ferve  in  the  army,  that  gen.  Wafhington  was  more  and  more 
convinced,  that  it  could  never  be  raifed  to  the  new  eflablilhmcnt 
bv  voluntary  iniiftments.  TJan'  i8-J  Such  was  its  prefent  ine- 
quality to  capital  operations,  that  it  was  un^nimouily  agreed  in 
a  council  of  war,  to  requeft  thirteen  regiments  of  militia  to  be  at 
Cambridge  by  the  firft  of  February,  and  to  remain  if  wanted  to 
the  laft  of  March,  that  fo  a  vigorous  attempt  might  be  made  on 
the  army  at  Bofton,  if  practicable.  The  news  of  the  unfuccefs- 
ful  attempt  upon  Quebec,  and  general  Montgomery's  death  [Jan. 
24.]  was  publicly  known  hot  only  in  the  American  quarters,  but 
at  Bofton.  Let  me  give  you  an  account  of  the  fiege  down  to 
the  lateft  intelligence  from  thence. 

The  garrifon  of  Quebec,  v/hen  gen.  Montgomery  appeared 
before  it,  confifted  of  col.  Maclean's  men,  a  hundred  and  feven- 
ty  ;  a  company  of  the  feventh  regiment,  fixty  ;  marines,  forty  ; 
militia,  about  eight  hundred  ;  and  feainen,  belonging  to  the  king's 
frigates  and  to  the  merchant  (hips  which  wintered  in  the  harbour, 
four  hundred  and  fifty;  in  all,  fifteen  hundred  and  twenty.  The 
general  was  at  the  head  of  upward  of  eight  hundred  m*en*  only  ; 
Fo  fmall  was  the  force  he  brought  with  him,  after  leaving  a  corps 
at  Montreal  ;  and  fo  much  was  Arnold's  detachment  reduced,  by 
the  return  of  col.  Enos's  divifion  and  other  unfavorable  circum- 
ftances.  Thus  you  fee  the  befiegers  were  little  more  than  half 
the  garrifon.  Upon  his  appearing  before  the  city  he  fent  for- 
ward a  flag  of  truce  which  was  fired  upon  by  order  of  Sir  Guy 
Carleton;  [Dec.  6,  1775.]  at  this  gen.  Montgomery  was  fopro- 
Voked,  that  the  next  day  he  wrote  to  Sir  Guy  a  letter,  in  which 
he  departed  from  the  common  mode  of  conveying  his  fentiments.; 

*  General  Montgomery's  letter  of  December  18, 
Vol.  II.  F<  and 
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and  made  ufe  of  threats  and  language  that  he  would  otherwife  have 
probably  declined.  Notwithflanaing  the  inclemency  of  the  fea- 
fon  he  ret  about  creeling  works.  His  batteries  were  compofed 
of  (now  and  Water,  which  foon  became  folid  ice.  He  planted  on 
♦hem  five  pieces  of  ordnance,  twelve  and  nine  pounders,  with  one 
howitzer  ;  but  the  artillery  was  inadequate,  and  made  no  impref- 
fion  ;  it  was  therefore  foon  in  contemplation  to  ftorm  the  city* 
[Dec.  i6V]  A  council  was  held  by  all  the  commanding  officers 
of  col.  Arnold's  detachment  in  the  evening  ;  and  a  large  majo- 
rity was.  for  florming  the  garrifon,  as  foon  as  the  men  were  pro- 
vided with  bayonets,  fpears,  hatchets,  and  hand  granades.  In  a 
few  days  feveral  of  the  men  were  ill  of  the  fmall-pox  ;  thofe  who 
Were  well  and  fit  for  fervice  were  ordered  to  wear  hemlock  fprigs 
in  iheir  hats,  to  diftinguifh  them  in  the  attack  upon  the  works. 
[Dec.  65.]  Col.  Arnold's  detachment  paraded  in  the  evening, 
at  capt.  Morgan's  quarters,  when  gen.  Montgomery  attended, 
and  addreffed  them  on  the  fubjeft  of  an  affault  on  Quebec,  in  a 
ienfible  fpiritcd  manner.  The  fcheme  of  florming  was  wholly 
the  general's,  who,  in  the  council  of  war  on  the  oeoafion,  mow- 
ed the  neeeflity,  practicability,  and  importance  of  it,  in  fuch  a 
clear  and  convincing  manner,  that  they  were  all  agreed  and  full 
in  the  meafure.  But  he  was  forced  into  the  fcheme  from  this 
circumftance,  that  a  part  of  his  fmall  army  had  to  ferve  no  longer 
than  to  the  end  of  the  year,  and  three  companies  of  Arnold's  de- 
tachment were  uneafy,  and  were  determined  to  return  home.  His 
army  did  not  now  exceed  eight  hundred  fick  and  well ;  only  (even 
hundred  and  thirty  were  fit  for  duty*.  The  attempt  had  the  appear- 
ance of  rafhnefs  ;  but  the  general  was  perfuaded  that  men,  who 
had  behaved  fo  well,  would  follow  him*  and  that  many  of  Sir 
Guy  Carleton's  forces  would  not  fight,  when  aclual  fervice  com* 
menced.  The  general  in  his  difpatches  wrote,  [Dec.  26.}  "  I 
have  fo  early  reported  to  you  my  determination  to  return  home, 
1  take  it  for  granted  meafures  are  taken  to  fupply  my  place. 
Should  not  any  body  arrive,  I  muft  conclude  congrefs  mean  to 
leave  the  management  of  affairs  in  gen.  Woofter's  hands,  (Woof- 
ter  was  at  Montreal.)  If  this  bufinefs  mould  terminate  in  a  block- 
ade, I  fhall  think  myfelf  at  liberty  to  return.  However  if  poffi- 
ble,  I  fhall  firft  make  an  effort  for  the  reduction  of  the  town.  I 
had  reafon  to  believe,  when  I  wrote  lafl,  the  troops  well  inclined 
for  a  coup  de  main.  I  have  fmce  difcovered,  that  three  compa- 
nies of  col.  Arnold's  detachment  are  averfe.  They  are  within  a 
few  days  of  being  free  from  their  engagements :  I  mufl  try  every 
meafure  to  prevent  their  departure.'      [Dec.  27  .J  The  next  day 

Pr.  Linn's  letter  to  me. 
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at  evening  the  troops  affembled  by  his  order,  with  defign  to  mak% 
an  Attack,  and  were  about  to  march,  when  a  frefh  order  came  for 
theii  returnin  ■  to  quarters—  the  weather  being  thought  wot  pro, 
per,     Scv  defefting  to  the  enemy,  the  general  was  in- 

ducer! to  al  plan,  To  that  no  part  of  it  tranfpired  to  the  be- 

fieged.  ■  >e<  .  30. 1  1  be  weather  being  ftormy,  and  the  ladders 
feeing  ready  ■  the  troops  were  ordered  to  parade  at  two  o'clock  the 
Jiext  morning. 

[Dec.  31. J     The  troops  affemble  at  the  time  appointed — they 
that  are  to    make  the  attack  by  the  way  of  Cape  Diamond, 
at  the  general's  quarters  on  the  heights  of  Abraham,  andarehead-* 
ed  by  the  general — they  that  are  to  make  the  attack  through  the 
fuburbs  of  St.  Roe,  at  the  guard -houfe  in  St.  Roe,  and  are  head- 
ed by  col.  Arnold.     The  divifion  under  Montgomery  confifts  of 
the  lft,  2d,  3d  and  4th  battalions  of  the  New-York  troops,  and 
part  of  col.  Eaiton's  regiment ;  but  of  about  two   hundred  men 
only.     The  divifion  under  Arnold  is  made  up  out  of  the  two  bat- 
talions detached  from  Cambridge,  and   amount   to  about  three 
hundred.     Col.  Livingfton,  with  a  regiment  of  one  hundred  and 
fixty  Canadians,  and  major  Brown  with  part  of  a  regiment  of 
JVlaffachufetts  troops,  are  to  make  a  falfe  attack  upon  the  walls 
to  the  fouthward  of  St.  John's  gate,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  fet 
fire  to  the  gate  with  the  combuflibles  prepared  for  that  purpofe. 
The  colonel  is  alfo  to  give  the  fignals  for  the  combination  of  at- 
tack, which  is  to  begin  exaftly  at  five  o'clock.     [It  is  faid,  that 
capt.  Frazer  of  the  emigrants,  then  on  picket,  going  his  rounds, 
faw  the  rockets  fired  off  as  fignals,  and  from  his  knowledge  of  the 
fervice,  forming  a  conjecture  of  what  would  happen,  beat  to 
arms  without  orders,  and  fo  prepared  the  garrifon  for  defence,] 
The  different  routes  the  affailing  bodies  have  to  make,  the  depth 
of  the  fnow,  and  other  obftacles,  prevent   the  execution  of  Li- 
vingfton's  command.     The  general  moves  with  his  divifion,  at- 
tended by  a  number  of  carpenters,  to  the  pickets  at  Cape  Dia, 
mond.     Thefe  are  foon  cut  with  the  faws,  and  the  general  pulls 
them  down  with  his  own  hands.    He  enters  with  his  aid  de  camp 
Mr.  M'Pherfon,  Mr.  Antill  the  engineer,  capt.  Cheefeman,  ancj 
the  carpenters.     As  they  are  entering,  their  guides  forfake  them ; 
which  alarms  the  general  and  other  officers,  who  are  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  pafs  and   fituation  of  the  enemy's  artillery.     They 
however  prefs  on.     The  general  obferving  that  the  troops  do  not 
follow  with  fpirit,  calls  out  "  Fie  !  for  ftiame  !  fhall  the  New- 
York  troops  defert  the  caufe  in  the  critical  moment  ?  Will  you 
not  follow  when  your  general  leads  ?  Pufh  on  brave  boys,  Que- 
bec is  ours."     A  few  aft  with  refolution,  advance,  and  attack 
the  guard  houfe,  when  the  enemy  give  a  difcharge  of  grape  (hot 
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from  their  cannon,  and  of  fmall  arms  ;  which  occafions  the  fall 
of  the  general,  his  aid  de  camp,  capt.  Cheefeman,  and  others.. 
1  he  firing  from  the  guard  home  cea(es,  by  the  enemy's  quitting 
their  poll,  and  the  opportunity  offers  for  the  affailants  to  pufh 
ior-W'ard  with  fuccefs.  But  the  deputy  quarter  matter  general 
Campbeli,  with  the  rank  of  a  colonel,  alfumes  the  command  ; 
and  not  being  equal  to  the  fpecial  fervice  of  the  moment,  unhap- 
pily orders  a  retreat,  which  takes  place,  and  the  wounded  are 
carried  off  to  the  camp. 

We  now  come  to  col.  Arnold's  divifion,  which  is  ordered  to 
proceed  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  a  lieutenant  and  thirty 
men  are  to  march  in  front  as  an  advanced  guard;  then  the  ar- 
tillery company  with  a  field  piece  mounted  on  a  fled;  after  that 
the  main  body,  of  which  capt.  Morgan's  company  is  firft.  The 
advanced  party  is  to  open,  when  near  the  battery  raifed  upon  a 
wharf,  which  the  affailants  are  obliged  to  attack  in  their  way; 
and  when  the  field  piece  has  given  them  a  fhot  or  two,  the  ad- 
vanced  party  are  to  rufh  forward  with  the  ladders,  and  force  the 
battery,  while  capt.  Morgan's  company  are  to  marcn  round  the 
wharf,  if  poilible,  on  the  ice.  But  the  fnow  being  deep,  the 
piece  of  artillery  is  brought  on  very  ilowly,  and  is  finally  obliged 
to  be  left  behind.  The  main  body  alio  are  led  wrong.  There 
is  no  road,  the  way  is  dark  and  intricate,  among  {fores,  houfes> 
boats  and  wharfs ;  and  they  are  haraffed  at  the  fame  time  with  a 
conlfant  fire  of  the  enemy  from  the  walls,  which  kills  and 
wounds  numbers,  without  their  being  able  in  the  lealt  to  annoy 
them.  The  field  piece  not  coming  up,  the  advanced  party  with 
capt.  Morgan's  company  attack  the  battery,  fome  firing  into  the 
port-holes,  or  kind  of  embrafures,  while  others  fcale  the  battery 
with  ladders  and  immediately  take  poffeflion  of  it  and  of  the 
guard  confifimg  of  thirt)  men.  This  attack  is  executed  with 
fuch  difpatch,  that  the  enemy  difcharge  only  one  of  their  can- 
non. One  or  two  men  are  loft  on  each  fide.  Colonel  Arnold 
receives  a  wound  in  one  of  his  legs  with  a  mufket  ball,  andis  car- 
ried to  the  general  hofpital.  When  the  prisoners  are  taken  care 
of,  and  a  few  men  come  up  (which  is  in  about  half  an  hour)  the 
men  attempt  the  iext  barrier,  but  cannot  force  it  as  the  main 
bod's  is  fome  time  before  it  can  arrive,  occafioned  by  the  before- 
mentioned  obflacles.  The  enemy  moreover,  having  the  oppor- 
tunity irom  the  retreat  of  Montgomery's  divifion  alter  his  fall, 
turn  their  whole  force  and  attention  upon  this,  fo  that  before  it 
can  attempt  the  fecond  b  .frier,  the  affailed  get  fuch-  a  number 
of  men  behind  the  barrier  and  in  the  houfes,  that  the  affailants 
ar:  mmmnded  with  a  fire  irom  treble  their  number,  and  hud  it 
ipip6ffihSe  i«j  i-orce  it,  the  ioimer  being  under  cover,  while  the 
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latter  are  quite  expofed :  here  they  lofe  fome  brave  officers  and 
men.  What  adds  to  their  embarraffment,  they  fail  of  being  aid- 
ed  by  a  company  of  their  comrades,  who  were  quartered  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  river  St.  Charles,  and  not  having  notice  in  fea- 
fon,  in  endeavouring  to  join  the  main  body,  are  furprifed  and 
moflly  taken  prifoners,  by  a  party,  who  make  a  fortie  through 
palace  gate.  They  who  are  near  the  fecond  barrier,  at  length 
take  pollefhon  of  fome  houfes,  and  from  them  keep  up  a  conlUnt 
lire  for  fome  time;  but  as  the  party,  which  fallied  out  of  pa- 
lace gate,  comes  upon  the  rear  of  the  affailants,.  and  the  number 
of  thefe  is  greatly  leilened  by  killed  and  wounded,  it  is.  thought 
belt  to  retreat  to  the  firft  battery.  This  they"  .do  with  the  greateft 
part  of  their  men,  where,  upon  a  confultation  of  officers  prefent^. 
it  is  the  unanimous  opinion,  that  a  further  retreat  is  impractica- 
ble. They  maintain  their  ground  till  ten  o'clock,  and  all  hope  of 
relief  being  over,  are  at  lalt  obliged  to  furrender  prifoners  of  war, 
with  great  relu&ance. 

By  ttie  bell  account  that  can  be  obtained  at  prefent,  they  have 
loll  in  killed  and  wounded  about  a  hundred — one  captain  and 
two  lieutenants  killed — col.  Arnold,  two  captains,  two  lieute- 
nants, and  a  brigade  major,  wounded.  The  lofs  of  the  gene- 
ral's divifion  is,  the  general,  his  aid,  capt.  Cheefeman,  and  half 
a  fcore  privates  killed,  befide  the  wounded.  The  general  was 
fhot  through  both  his  thighs  and  his  head.  His  body  was  taken 
up  the  next  day :  an  elegant  coffin,  was  prepared,  and  he  was 
decently  interred  the  Thurfday  after.  We  are  told,  that  when 
his  body  was  taken  up  his  features  were  not  in  the  lealt  diftorted, 
but  his  countenance  appeared.regular,  fer'ene  and  placid — like 
the  foul  that  had  lately  animated  it.  [  The  general  was  tall  and 
flender,  well  limbed,  of  eafy,  graceful  and  manly  addrefs. — 
He  had  the  voluntary  love,  efreem  and  confidence  of  the  whole 
army.  He  was  of  a  good  familv  m  Ireland,  and  ferved  with  re- 
putation in  the  late  war  with  France.  His  excellent  qualities 
and  difpofition  procured  him  an  uncommon  lhare  of  private  af- 
fection— iiis  abilities,  ol  public  elteem.  His  death  is  confidered 
as  a  greater  lofs  to  the  American  caufe,  than  all  the  others  with 
which  it  was  accompanied. 

When  the  continental  troops  had  collected  after  the  unfuccefs- 
ful  attack  on  (Quebec,  there  was  adifpute  who  ihould  command, 
and  whether  u  was  adviiabie  to  raife  the  fiege,  or  tarry  until  a, 
rtMi.orcement  Ihould  arrive.  A  rouncil  01  war  agreed,  that 
col.  Arnold  mould  ^ommand,  and  lhoald  continue  the  fiege,  or 
jratner  the  blockade,  whicn  was  accordingly  done,  apparently  at 
no  fmall  nik,  as  they  had  not  many  fnore  than  lour  hundred 
men  fit  ior  duty,     .but  they  reared  auout  tnrefi  miles  iioin  the 
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city,  and  polled  themfclves  advantageoufly*.  After  mentioning^ 
that  the  prifoners  made  in  the  attempt  to  furprife  Montreal  have 
been  lent  to  Great-Britain,  and  col.  Allen  in  irons,  let  us  return 
to  Bofton  and  its  environs. 

[Feb.  14.]  About  four  in  the  morning,  a  party  from  the 
came  under  col.  Leflie  joined  another,  amounting  to  about  five 
hundred,  fent  over  the  ice  to  Dorchefter  Neck  by  gen.  Howe. 
They  burnt  about  half  a  dozen  houfes  ;  but  the  general's  fcheme 
failed.  He  had  been  up  the  whole  night,  getting  ready  for  an 
attack  with  a  large  body  of  troops.  He  expecled,  that  the 
burning  of  the  houfes  would  occafion  fuch  an  alarm,  as  to  put 
the  American  officers  upon  fending  from  Roxbury  lines  a  large 
reinforcement,  and  thereby  giving  him  an  advantageous  oppor- 
tunity of  attacking  them  ;  but  at  day  break,  he  found  their  men 
as  ufual  at  their  alarm  polls,  fo  that  he  declined  it.  The  ftrength 
of  the  ice  having  been  tried  in  one  place,  and  the  frofl  continu- 
ing, general  Wafhington  was  defirous  of  embracing  the  feafon 
for  palling  over  it,  from  Cambridge  fide  into  Bofton.  He  laid 
before  a  council  of  war  [Feb.  16.]  the  following  queftion  :  "A 
flroke  well  aimed  at  this  critical  jun&ure,  may  put  a  final  period 
to  the  war,  and  reftore  peace  and  tranquillity  fo  much  to  be 
wi flied  for,  and  therefore  whether,  part  of  Cambridge  and  Rox- 
bury bays  being  frozen  over,  a  general  aflault  fhould  not  be 
made  on  Bofton  ?"  General  Ward  oppofed  the  idea,  faying, 
*•  The  attack  mull  be  made  with  a  view  of  bringing  on  an  en- 
gagement, or  of  driving  the  enemy  out  of  Bofton,  and  either 
end  will  be  anfwered  much  better  by  poflefting  Dorchefter 
heights."  General  Gates  was  alfb  againfl  it.  The  commander 
in  chief  was  evidently  for  it.  He  did  not  appear  enough  fenfi- 
ble  of  the  importance  of  Dorchefter  heights ;  and  probably  con- 
fided too  much  in  the  courage  and  perfeverance  of  the  continen- 
tal troops  and  militia.  When  the  votes  were  called  for,  the  ma- 
jority were  againfl  the  attack^  The  commander  in  chief  could 
not  refrain  from  mowing  that  he  was  greatly  diflatisfied.  But 
a  negative  being  put  on  the  queftion,  the  next  point  to  be  confi- 
dered  was,  whether  they  fhould  poffefs  themfelves  of  Dorchefter 
heights,  with  a  view  of  drawing  the  enemy  out.  This  was 
agreed  upon ;  and  the  conducing  of  the  bufinefs  was  left  wholly  to, 
general  Ward,  who  with  generals  Thomas  and  Spencer,  com- 
manded on  that  quarter.  They  had  been  for  fome  time  colleft- 
ing  fafcines,  gabions,  &c.  unknown  to  general  Walhington, 
in  expeftation  that  the  fame  would  be  wanted  for  this  purpofe. 

*  Colonel  Meig's  manufcripU,  and  Dr  Linn's  letter,  have  fumiflied 
**»oft  of  the  above  particulars 
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Had  they  not  pra&ifed  fuch  forefight,  it  is  to  be  much  doubted 
whether  they  could  have  been  in  fuificient  forwardnefs.  The 
militia,  which  were  called  for  from  the  New-England  colonics 
toaffift  in  fome  grand  operation  meant  to  be  undertaken  between 
the  firft  of  February  and  the  end  of  March,  colleclecl  apace  ;  but 
the  want  of  arms  was  prodigious.  Every  thing  was  carried  on  with 
the  utmoft  expedition  ;  that  fo  the  heights  might  be  occupied  as 
foon  as  poffible.  The  defign  was  no  fecret,  and  many  were  fear-* 
ful,  that  general  Howe  would  fecure  them  before  the  Americans 
— but  he  could  not  fpare  a  fufficient  force  for  thepurpofe.  Not  only 
fo,  but  there  was  neither  water  nor  covering  upon  the  heights ; 
and  had  a  corps  been  employed  by  him  to  gain  the  poffelhon  of 
them,  it  would  have  been  in  danger  of  being  furrounded,  of  hav- 
ing its  communication  cut  off,  and  of  being  obliged  to  furrender 
in  lefs  than  twenty-four  hours,  through  the  feverity  of  the 
weather. 

[Feb.  26.]  The  Americans  had  got  forty-five  batteaus,  each' 
to  carry  eighty  men,  and  two  floating  batteries,  ftationed  at  the 
mouth  of  Cambridge  river  ;  by  the  help  of  thefe,  they  meant  to 
rufh  into  the  weft  of  Boflon,  mould  the  enemy  make  a  ferious 
affair  of  Dorchefter.  A  council  of  war  was  called  to  fix  the 
time  for  going  upon  the  heights.  The  quarter  mafter  general, 
colonel  Mifflin,  was  fummoned  to  the  council  for  the  firft 
time.  He  went  prepoffeffed  in  favor  of  the  night  of  March 
the  fourth,  a  friend  having  reminded  him,  that  probably  the 
aftion  would  be  the  next  day  ;  and  that  it  would  have  a  wonder- 
ful effe£l  upon  the  fpirits  of  the  New-Englanders,  to  tell  them 
when  about  engaging — "  remember  the  fifth  of  March,  and  a- 
venge  yourfelves  for  the  maflacre  at  Bofton."  When  required 
to  give  his  opinion,  he  fpake  in  favour  of  the  aforementioned 
night,  and  fupported  it  in  oppofition  to  the  contrary  fentiment 
of  general  Gates,  who  for  fome  reafons  deemed  it  an  improper 
time.  After  a  debate,  it  was  carried  for  that  night  by  a  majority 
of  one.  It  was  concluded,  that  feveral  regiments  of  militia  from 
the  neighbouring  towns,  fhould  march  in,  and  do  duty  for  a  few 
days  on  the  lines  of  Dorchefter  and  Roxbury.  Among  other 
preparations  which  had  been  making  againft  the  day  of  aftion, 
the  do&ors,  furgeons,  mates,  &c.  had  been  preparing  two  thou- 
fand  bandages  for  broken  legs,  arms,  and  dangerous  wounds. — 
Though  this  circumftance  was  well  known  in  camp,  the  men 
did  not  appear  daunted  at  the  idea  of  the  horrid  carnage  it  im- 
parted. There  was  a  fpirit  of  animation  among  them,  intimat- 
ing a  ftrong  defire  of  coming  to  blows  with  the  enemy.  To  con- 
ceal the  delign  of  the  Americans,  and  to  divert  the  enemy's  at- 
tention, a  very  heavy  fervice  of  cannon  and  mortars  began  to 

play 
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play  upon  the  town,  between  ten  and  eleven,  on  Saturday  night; 
[March  2.]  from  Cobble-hill,  Lechmere's-point,  and  Lamb's-^ 
dam,  a  fortified  battery  at  Roxburv.  The  firing  was  continued 
all  that,  and  the  two  fucceeding  nights.  The  nrft  night,  two 
feven  inch,  tmd  one  ten  inch,  and  the  congrejs  mortar  burfi ;  the 
la/1  after  firing  twice  or  thrice.  Till  the  Saturday  night,  the 
enemy  did  not  believe  that  the  continentals  had  fo  many  war- 
like inftruments.  But  Mr.  Henry  Knox,  who  was  unanimoufly 
ieletled  by  congrefs  colonel  of  the  regiment  of  anillery  the  17th 
of  laft  November,  had  been  to  Tyconderoga,  and  brought  from 
thence  and  Crown  Point,  acrofs  the  lakes,  while  frozen  fuffici- 
ent  to  bear  cannons,  mortars  and  howitzers,  to  the  number  of 
fifty  and  better.  Shells,  &x.  they  had  got  from  the  king's  ftore 
at  New-York,  and  out  of  the  ordnance  brig.  The  cannonade 
and  bombardment  did  little  damage,  only  mattered  fome  houfes 
and  hurt  a  few  foldiers. 

[March  4.]  All  things  being  ready  on  the  Monday  ;  as  foon 
as  the  evening  admits,  the  expedition  goes  forward.  The  co- 
vering party  of  800  men  lead  the  way  ;  then  come  the  carts  with 
the  intrenching  tools  ;  after  them  the  main  working  body  of 
about  1200  under  general  Thomas  :  a  train  of  more  than  300 
carts,  loaded  with  fafcines,  hay  in  bundles  of  7  or  800  weight, 
&c.  clofe  the  martial  proceffion.  The  bundles  of  hay  are  de- 
figned  for  Dorchefter  neck,  which  is  very  low,  and  expofed  to 
be  raked  by  the  enemy  ;  and  are  to  be  laid  on  the  fide  next  to 
them,  to  cover  the  Americans  in  palling  and  repaffing.  Every 
man  knows  his  place  and  bufinefs.  The  covering  party,  when 
Upon  the  ground,  divides  ;  half  goes  to  the  point  neareft  to  Bof- 
ton,  the  other  to  that  next  to  the  caftle.  All  poflible  filence  is 
obferved.  But  there  is  no  occafion  to  order  the  whips  to  be 
taken  from  the  waggoners,  left  their  impatience,  and  the  difficul- 
ty of  the  roads  fhouid  induce  them  to  make  ufe  of  them,  and  oc- 
cafion an  alarm  *.  The  whips  ufed  by  the  drivers  of  thefe  ox- 
carts, are  not  formed  for  making  much  noife,  and  can  give  no 
alarm  at  a  diftance.  The  men  in  driving  their  oxen  commonly 
make  moft  noife  with  their  voices  ;  and  now  a  regard  to  their 
own  fafety  dictates  to  them,  to  fpeakto  their  cattle,  as  they  move 
on,  in  a  whifpering  note.  There  are  no  bad  roads  to  require  an 
exertion  ;  for  the  froft  having  been  of  long  continuance,  they 
are  fo  hard  frozen,  as  to  be  quite  good.  The  wind  lies  fo  as  to 
tarry  what  noife  cannot  be  avoided  by  driving  the  flakes  and 
fucking  againft  the  ground,  (ftill  frozen  above  eighteen   inches' 

*  See  the  Marquiide  Cha-ftcllux's  travels  in  North- America,  vol.  i\. 
p.  275. 
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deep  in  many  places)  into  the  harbour  between  the  town  and  the 
caftle,  fo  that  it  cannot  be  heard  and  regarded  by  any  who  have 
no  fufpicion  of"  what  is  carrying  on,  efpecially  as  there  is  a  con- 
tinued cannonade  on  both  fides.  Many  of  the  carts  make  three 
trips,  fome  four  ;  for  a  vaft  quantity  of  materials  has  been  col- 
lected, efpecially  chandeliers  and  fafcines.  By  ten  o'clock  at 
night  the  troops  have  railed  two  forts,  one  upon  each  hill,  fuffi- 
cient  to  defend  them  from  fmall  arms  and  grape  mot.  The 
night  is  remarkably  mild,  a  finer  for  working  could  not  have 
been7  fele&ed  out  of  the  three  hundred  and  fixty-five.  They 
continue  working  with  the  utmoft  fpirit,  till  relieved  the  Tuef- 
day  morning  [March  £.]  about  three.  It  is  fo  hazy  below  the 
heights,  that  the  men  cannot  befeen,  though  it  is  a  bright  moon- 
light night  above  on  the  hills.  It  is  fome  time  after  day  break 
before  the  minifterialifts  in  Bolton  can  clearly  difcern  the  new 
erected  forts.  They  loom  to  great  advantage,  and  are  thought 
to  be  much  larger  than  is  really  the  cafe.  General  Howe  is  atto- 
nifhed  upon  feeing  what  has  been  done  ;  fcratches  his  head,  and 
is  heard  to  fay,  "  I  know  not  what  I  fhall  do  ;  the  rebels  have 
done  more  in  one  night,  than  my  whole  army  would  have  done 
in  months."  The  admiral  informs  him,  that  if  the  Americans 
pofTefs  thofe  heights,  he  cannot  keep  one  of  his  majefty's  fhips 
in  the  harbour.  A  council  of  war  determines  to  attempt  dif- 
lodging  them . 

General  Wafhington  has  fettled  his  plan  of  defence  and  of- 
fence. Bofton  is  fo  furrounded  on  every  land  fide  by  neighbour- 
ing hills,  that  nothing  can  take  place  on  the  wharfs  or  next  to 
the  water,  but  it  may  be  noted  by  the  help  of  glafFes.  Proper 
"fignals  having  been  agreed  on,  by  means  of  the  hills,  which  are 
in  view  one  of  another,  intelligence  can  be  conveyed  inftantly 
from  Dorchelter  heights  to  Roxbury,  and  from  Roxbury  to 
Cambridge,  and  fo  the  reverfe.  This  mode  of  communicating 
information  is  the  fpeediell  and  fafeft.  General  Wafhinpton's 
plan  is,  in  cafe  any  number  of  the  enemy  leave  Bolton  to  at- 
tack the  heights  and  are  defeated,  to  communicate  fuch  defeat 
by  the  proper  fignal,  when  4000  provincials  are  to  Grofs  over 
from  Cambridge  fide,  and  attempt  the  town  in  the  confufion 
that  the  regulars  will  be  under.  The  boats  are  prepared,  and 
the  men  paraded  ready  to  embark.  General  Sullivan  com- 
mands the  firft  divifion,  and  general  Greene  the  fecond.  Gen. 
Heath  objected  to  the  command  when  offered,  and  remains  in 
perfect  fafety  with  the  troops  left  in  Cambridge.  The  whole 
force  which  the  commander  in  chief  now  has,  including  all  the 
militia,  is  not  much  ihoit  of  20,000. 

Vql.  II.  F  All 
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All  is  hurry  and  buftle  in  Bofton.  General  Howe  orders  the 
fadders  in  town  to  be  cut  to  ten  feet  lengths,  that  they  may  be 
fit  for  fcaling.  A  large  body  of  troops  are  to  embark  on  board 
the  tranfports,  and  to  proceed  down  the  harbour,  with  a  view 
of  landing  in  the  hollow  between  the  furtheft  of  the  two  fortified 
hills  and  the  eaftle.  The  men  are  observed  by  one,  at  whofe 
door  they  are  drawn  up  before  embarking,,  to  look  in  general, 
pale  and  dejefted  ;  and  are  heard  to  fay,  **  It  will  be  another 
Bunker's-hill  affair,  or  worfe" — they  have  adopted  the  prevailing 
miitake  of  Bunker's  for  Breed's-hill.  Some  mow  great  refo- 
lution,  and  boaft  of  what  they  will  do  with  the  rebels.  When 
thefe  troops,  amounting  to  about  2oco,  and  defigned  to  be  under 
the  command  of  lord  Percy,  are  upon  the  wharfs,  and  paffing 
in  the  boats  to  the  tranfports,  the  Americans  expeft  they  are  in- 
tended for  an  immediate  attack,  clap  their  hands  for  joy,  and 
wifh  them  to  come  on.  General  Washington  happens  at  that 
in  ft  ant  to  be  on  one  of  the  heights;,  thinks  with  his  men  ;  and 
fays  to  thofe  who  are  at  hand, — "  Remember  it  is  the  fifth  of 
March,  and  avenge  the  death  of  your  brethren."  It  is  inttant- 
ly  afked  by  fuch  as  are  not  near  enough  to  hear, — "  What  fays 
the  general  ?"  His  words  are  given  in  anfwer.  They  fly  from 
man  to  man  through  all  the  troops  upon  the  fpot,  and  add  fuel 
to  the  martial  fire  already  kindled,  and  burning  with  uncommon 
intenfenefs.  The  furrounding  hills  and  elevations  about  Bofton, 
affording  a  fecure  view  of  the  ground  on  which  the  contending 
parties  are  expected  to  engage,  are  alive  with,  the  numerous  fpec- 
tators  that  throng  them.  A  more  interefting  and  bloody  fcene  is 
apprehended*  to  be  juft  upon  commencing,  than  what  prefented 
at  Charleftown.  They  wait,  as  do  the  troops,  officers  and  pri- 
vates, the  morning  through  ;  and  till  far  into  the  afternoon, 
when  they  are  convinced  of  the  tide's  being  fo  far  ebbed,  that  no 
attack  can  be  made  by  general  Howe  on  the  Tuefday,  which  in- 
deed is  not  his  intention,  for  he  is  preparing  to  do  it  on  the 
Wednefday.  The  tranfports  go  down  in  the  evening  toward 
the  caftle,  a  floating  battery  is  alfo  iowed  down,  but  the  wind  is 
unfavorable,  and  before  they  reach  their  dcftination  blows  up 
frefh,  and  forces  three  of  the  veffels  afhore  on  Governor's  Ifland. 
A  ftorm  fucceeds  at  night,  fuch  as  few  remember  ever  to  have 
heard  ;  and  toward  morning  it  rains  exceffively  hard. 

[March  6. J  The  defign  of  general  Howe  was  hereby  fruf- 
trate.-i,  and  a  deal  of  bloodfhed  providentially  prevented.  A 
council  of  war  was  called  in  the  morning,  and  agreed  to  evacu- 
ate the  town  as  foon  as  poffible.  The  time  that  had  been  gain- 
ed by  the  Americans  for  ftrengthening  their  works,  before  any 
attempt  could  be  now  made  upon  them,  took  away  all  hope   of 

fuccefs  ; 


A.D.177*.']    AMERICAN    REVOLUTION.      43 

fuccefs ;  which  would  have  been  more  precarious  than  expecled, 
by  reafon  of  colonel  Mifflin's  having  advifed  to,  and  provided  a 
large  number  of  barrels,  filled  with  Hones,  gravel  and  fand,  (hat 
were  placed  round  the  works,  to  be  rolled  down  and  break  the 
lines  of  any  hoftile  advancing  troops,  when  afcending  the  hills- 
He  is  entitled  to  much  praife  for  all  his  exertions,  and  particular- 
ly for  his  conduct  on  this  occafion.  There  was  a  full  fupply  of 
teams  and  other  requifites  for  the  fervioe  ;  and  though  the  men 
were  for  a  while  without  cover,  and  fuffered  from  the  rain  and 
cold,  yet  before  Thurfday  evening  he  had  a  number  of  barracks 
up  ;  they  having  been  framed  beforehand,  and  brought  upon  the 
ground  on  Monday  night.  J  March  7.]  There  was  a  general 
hurry  and  confufion  in  Bo  Ron  ;  both  troops  and  tories  were  as 
bufy  as  poflible  in  preparing  to  quit  the  town,  and  to  ca«y  off 
all  they  could  of  their  military  ftores  and  valuable  effects.  The 
number  of  tranfports  and  velfels  was  fhort  of  what  were  wanted. 
In  the  beginning  ot  laS  November,  general  Howe  received  a  let- 
ter from  lord  Dartmouth,  advifing  to  the  evacuation  of  Bolton, 
and  the  removal  of  his  troops  to  New-York.  He  excufed  him- 
felf by  pleading  he  had  not  fufheient  {hipping.  He  was  now 
obliged  to  evacuate  with  fewer. 

[March  8.J  A  flag  was  fe'nt  out  from  the  feleft  men,  ac- 
truainting  general  WaThington  with  the  intention  of  the  troops, 
and  that  general  Howe  was  difpofed  to  leave  the  town  Handing, 
provided  he  could  retire  uninterrupted  by  the  country.  General 
Wafhington  brought  himfelf  under  no  obligation ;  but  expreffed 
'himfelf  in  words  which  admitted  of  a  favorable  conftruftion,  and 
intimated  his  good  wilhes  for  the  town's-people.  He  was  at  a 
lofs  to  know  where  it  was  that  general  Howe  intended  going  ; 
and  though  inclined  to  believe  it  was  Halifax,  yet  to  guard  againft 
the  evil  of  a  miftake,  while  the  Britifh  were  preparing  to  be 
gone,  he  fent  off  the  riflemen  by  land  to  New-York,  to  alEtl  in 
fecuring  that  city. 

[March  9. J  General  Howe  iffued  a  proclamation,  ordering 
all  woollen  and  linen  goods  to  be  delivered  to  Crean  Brulh,  efq; 
be  they  in  whofe  hands  they  might.  [March  10.]  Sundry  (hops, 
belonging  to  perfons  in  the  country,  were  broke  open,  and  all 
the  goods,  of  whatever  fort  or  kind,  taken  out  by  the  faid  Brum, 
and  put  on  board  fhip  to  be  conveyed  away.  The  next  day 
fhops  were  ftripped  by  him  of  all  their  goods,  though  the  own- 
ers were  in  town,  [March  12.]  There,  was  a  licentious  plun- 
dering of  fhops,  ffores,  and  dwelhng-houfes,  by  foldiers  and 
failors,  carrying  deftruftion  wherever  they  went  :  what  they 
could  not  carry  away  they  deftroyed.  The  next  dav  the  fame 
fcenes  were  renewed,  though  exprefsly  forbid  in  orders,  and  :he 

guilty 


44  The    HISTORY     or     the        \A.  D.  1776. 

guilty  threatened  with  death,  if  detefted  in  that  or  firing  a  houfe. 
j  March  14.]  The  ftrcets  were  barricaded  in  different  parts  of 
the  town,  and  difpofitions  made,  as  though  the  troops  would 
foon  take  their  departure.  Stores,  &c.  were  plundered  by  failors 
from  the  fhips  of  war,  led  by  their  officers  under  pretence  of  or- 
ders from  the  admiral.  [March  1,5 .J  Proclamation  was  made 
by  the  crier  for  every  inhabitant  to  keep  to  his  houfe  from  eleven 
o'clock  in  the  morning  till  night,  left  they  fhould  annoy  the 
troops  in  their  intended  embarkation  ;  but  the  wind  coming 
about  to  eaff,  they  moflly  returned  to  their  barracks  again. — 
[  March  16. j  The  troops  waiting  only  for  a  fair  wind  to  embark, 
had  little  elie  to  iiudy  but  mifchicf,  which  they  praftifed  to  a 
great  degree,  by  breaking  open  fto^s  and  tofling  the  contents, 
being  private  property,  into  the  dock  ;  defhoying  the  furniture 
of  every  houfe  they  could  get  into,  and  otherwife  committing 
every  kind  of  wantonnefs.  which  difappointed  malice  could 
fuggeft. 

I  March  17.]  A  breaft  work  was  difcovered  to  be  thrown 
up  by  the  Americans  at  Nook's-hill  on  Dorchefter  peninfula, 
which  from  its  proximity,  had  an  entire  command  of  Bofton 
Neck  and  the  fouth  end  of  the  town — a  work  which  the  king's 
troops  had  molt  fearfully  dreaded.  In  confequence  of  it,  they  began 
to  embark  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  were  all  on  board 
and  under  fail  before  ten  *.  When  it  was  certain  that  they  were 
quite  gone,  fearch  was  made,  for  fear  of  what  might  be,  and  fires 
were  difcovered  in  feveral  houfes  fo  circumitanced  as  to  intimate 
a  defign  of  fetting  them  on  fire,  which  was  happily  fruftrated. 
Nothing  but  prevailing  prejudice  will  impute  fuch  defign  to  any 
other  than  fome  unprincipled  privates ;  though  an  officer  of 
rank  was  flrongly  fufpefted  of  having  plundered  under  an  offi- 
cial character,  and  of  having  connived  at  the  rafcally  conduct  of 
fmaller  villains.  What  fo  haftened  the  Britiih  upon  a  fight  of 
the  works  on  Nook's-hill,  was  probably  an  apprehenfion,  that 
the  Americans  would  poffefs  themfelves  of  Noddle's  Ifland,  and 
by  erefting  batteries  at  both  places,  enclofe  the  harbour  with  the, 
fire  of  their  cannon.  When  the  king's  troops  withdrew  from 
Charleftown,  they  left  centries  ftanding  as  ufual  with  their  fire- 
locks fhouldered  ;  but  it  was  foon  fufpecled  what  regiment  they 
belonged  to,  and  that  they  were  only  effigies  fet  there  by  the 
flying  enemy.  It  appears  by  one  of  the  orderly  books  which 
was  left  behind,  that  ?heir  force  was  757,5,  exclufive  of  the  flaff; 
fo  that  with  the  marines  and  failors,  Howe   might  have  been 

*  Moft  of  the  above  from  March  the  fixth,  Is  taken  from  the  manu- 
fcript  journal  of  a  gentleman  who  continued  in  Bofton,  while  in  the  hand* 
cf  the  Butith  generals. 

confidered 
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conficlered  as  10,000  ftrong,  had  it  not  not  been  for  the  mutual 
jealoufies  which  took  place  between  the  army  and  navy. 

The  difficulties  which  the  troops  were  under,  from  being  fo 
unexpectedly  obliged  to  evacuate  Bolton,  were  much  increafed 
by  the  numbers  who  were  under  the  neceflity  of  removing  with 
them.  Many  who  were  difaffefted  to  the  American  caufe  had 
fled  there  with  their  families  for  fafety ;  befide  thefe,  there  were 
not  a  few  of  the  old  inhabitants,  who  concluded  it  was  far  more 
prudent  for  them  to  withdraw  than  remain.  Both  together, 
with  their  families,  made  up  fome  hundreds,  and  with  their  ef- 
fects encumbered  the  tranfports ;  to  which  muft  be  added  the 
plunder  taken  from  the  town,  confuting  of  furniture  and  various 
other  articles  of  a  bulky  nature.  The  fuddennefs  of  the  evacua- 
tion prevented  an  application  to  Halifax  for  a  fupply  of  /hipping 
to  leffen  the  embarraflments.  When  the  fleet  got  down  to  King 
and  Nantafket  roads,  they  remained  there  feveral  days,  and  du- 
ring that  period,  burnt  the  block-houfe  and  barracks  on  Caftlc- 
Ifland,  blowed  up  and  demolished  the  fortifications ;  but 
they  did  not  undertake  to  carry  off  the  cannon,  and  only 
attempted  rendering  them  unferviceable,  which  was  effected  as 
to  feveral. 

General  Wafhington  was  foon  acquainted  with  the  evacuation 
of  the  town,  when  meafures  were  taken  to  preferve  the  peace 
and  order  of  it,  by  placing  guards  and  giving  directions  as  to  the 
admiffion  of  perfons  into  it.  The  day  of  evacuating,  being  the 
Sabbath,  was  in  favor  of  regularity.  On  the  Monday  [Mar.  i8.j 
his  excellency  fent  off  five  regiments  under  gen.  Heath.  After 
marching  about  a  hundred  miles,  they  embarked  and  went  from 
New-London  through  the  Sound  to  New- York  by  water.  The 
reft,  excepting  a  few  which  were  left  in  Bofton,  took  the  fame 
route,  when  the  fleet  put  to  fea,  the  American  army  was  well 
fupplied  with  flour,  while  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bofton,  with- 
out any  particular  interruption,  owing  to  capt.  Wallace's  ha- 
ving been  ordered  to  cruile  about  Rhode-Ifland,  inltead  of  New-» 
London.  Confequently  the  flour  for  the  army  alway  got  fafc 
from  New- York  or  elfewhere  to  New- London  from  thence  to 
Norwich,  and  then  by  land  to  the  place  of  deftination. — • 
About  a  week  after  the  evacuation,  the  Britiih  fleet  failed  as 
was  foon  known,  for  Halifax;  but  commodore  Banks  was  left 
with  two  or  three  men  of  war  to  protect  the  veffels  that  fhould 
arrive  from  Great-Britain  or  Ireland;  fome  of  which  will  un- 
doubtedly be  taken  notwithltanding  fuch  precaution.  It  was  but 
three  days  before  the  evacuation,  that  capt.  Manly  took  a  tranf- 
port  of  400  tons  burden,  laden  with  peafe,  potatoes,  pork  four 
crout,  and  ten  packages  of  medicine. 

When 
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When  admiffion  into  Bofton  was  allowed,  the  American  troops 
were  very  defirous  of  feeing  the  town.  Many  of  them  came 
from  inland  plac  s  and  were  never  in  a  fea-port;  their  curiofity 
was  much  excited  on  a  variety  of  accounts.  But  the  fmall-pox 
was  in  feveral  parts  of  it;  and  therefore  they  only,  who  were 
paft  the  diforder,  were  to  be  admitted.  Such  however  was  the 
defire  of  numbers,  that  they  were  guilty  of  a  deception,  to  ob- 
tain entrance.  The  thought  of  being  liable  to  catch  the  diftem- 
per  would  have  terrified  them  in  the  higheft  degree  a  little  while 
back ;  but  to  gratify  a  different  paffion,  they  fupprefTed  their 
fears,  which  might  operate  for  the  preventing  of  their  taking  the 
infe6tion.  The  works  of  the  enemy  naturally  engaged  their  at- 
tention. Thefe,  by  judicious  perfons  who  have  furveyed  them, 
are  acknowledged  to  be  excellent,  and  every  one  is  convinced, 
that  it  would  have  been  a  moll  hazardous  attempt  to  have  endea- 
voured forcing  them. 

General  Wafhington  appointed  perfons  to  procure  an  account 
and  to  take  care  of  the  articles  which  the  Britiih  troops  left  be- 
hind. Befide  others,  there  were  at  the  CafHe-Ifland  and  Bofton 
S50  pieces  of  cannon,  great  and  fmall,  more  than  halt  of  which 
may  be  rendered  fer.viceable  by  the  aids  of  ingenuity  :  the  hea- 
vier! have  been  the  leaf!  injured — four  thirteen  and  a  half  inch 
mortars,  two  of  them  with  their  beds  weighing  five  tons  each — 
2,^00  chaldron  of  fea  coai^-2 ,5,000  bufnels  of  wheat — 2,300 
bufhels  of  barley — 600  bufhels  of  oats — 100  jars  of  oil,  contain- 
ing a  barrel  each — and  150  horfes.  Some  of  the  ordnance  were 
thrown  into  the  water;  but  the  Americans  will  recover  them. — ■ 
The  joy  of  the  inhabitants,  whether  fuch  as  remained  in  town  or 
withdrew  for  perfonal  fecurity,  upon  finding  themfelves  reftor- 
ed  to  the  fafe  and  peaceable  enjoyment  of  their  ancient  rights, 
freed  from  what  they  deemed  an  odious  tyrannical  authority,  in  a 
fituation  to  triumph  over  the  difgrace  of  their  enemies,  and  with 
the  profpeft  of  fpeedy  relief  from  the  dillreffes  which  they  had 
been  under  for  many  tedious  months — that  joy  is  more  ealily  con- 
ceived than  expreffed.  Thev  received  the  commander  in  chief 
with  every  mark  of  refpecl  and  gratitude,  v.  hich  could  be  fhown 
to  a  deliverer. 

[Mar.  28. J  At  his  excellency's  requeft,  Dr.  Elliot  preached 
a  thankfgiving  fermon  on  the  opening  afrefh  of  the  Thurfday's 
lefclure.  That  you  may  not  be  at  the  trouble  of  turning  to  your 
Bible,  take  his  text  in  manufcript,  "  Look  upon  Zion  the  city 
of  our  folemnities:  thine  eves  fhall  fee  Jerufalem  a  quiet  habi- 
tation, avtabernacle  that  fhall  not  be  taken  down :  not  one  of 
the  flakes  thereof  fhall  ever  be  removed,  neither  fhall  any  of 
the  cords  thereof  be  broken."     When   you  are  minded  to  exa- 

amine 
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amine  the  context,  look  for  chap,  xxxiii.  20.  of  Taiah.  The 
general  and  a  number  of  officers  attended.  A  dinner  was 
provided  for  his  excellency  and  other  gentlemen  in  public  and 
private  life. 

The  day  after  the  leclure,  ("March  20.]  the  MafTachufett's 
council  and  houfe  of  representatives  complimented  him  in  a  joint 
addrefs.  They  took  notice,  among  many  other  things,  of  his 
attention  to  the  civil  conititution  of  the  colony  ;  of  the  regard  he 
had  alway  mown  for  the  lives  and  health  of  thofe  under  his  com- 
mand ;  of  his  having  attended  to  the  prefervation  of  their  metro- 
polis, in  the  quiet  pofleflion  of  which  they  now  were,  without 
that  effufion  of  blood  they  fo  much  wifhed  to  avoid.  When  they 
expreii'ed  their  good  wilhes  for  him  at  the  clofe,  thev  began  with, 
"  May  you  ftill  go  on,  approved  by  heaven,  rev'ered  by  all  good 
men,  and  dreaded  by  thofe  tyrants  who  claim  their  fellow  men 
as  their  property" — and  finifhed  with,  "  Mav  future  generations 
in  the  peaceful  enjoyment  of  that  freedom,  the  exerciie  of  which 
your  fword  mall  have  eftablifhed,  raife  the  richeft  and  moll  laft-' 
ing  monuments  to  the  name  of  a  Wajlxinglon"  His  anfwer  was 
proper,  moderate,  and  becoming  his  fituation.  It  will  be  to  his 
honor  to  mention,  that  in  private  converfation,  he  exprelfed  him- 
felf  to  this  purpofe  :  "  The  recovery  of  Bofton,  by  the  fpeedy 
flight  of  the  enemy,  is  more  fatisfaclory  than  a  viclory  gained  at 
the  expence  of  much  blood-fhed."  When  he  fent  off  an  exprefs 
to  Lord  Stirling,  at  New- York,  he  wrote,  "  Gen.  Howe  aban- 
doned Boflon  without  deftroying  it.  The  town  is  in  a  much 
better  fituation,  and  lefs  injured  than  I  expefted,  from  the  re- 
ports Tt- had  received;  though  to  be  fure,  it  is  much  damaged, 
and  many  houfes  defpoiled  of  their  valuable  furniture.1'  The 
following  anecdote  of  the  general  may  be  acceptable.  A  gen- 
tleman who  had  heard  the  Rev.  Mr.  Davis  relate,  that  col.  Wash- 
ington had  mentioned — he  knew  of  no  mufic  fo  pleafing  as  the 
whiffling  of  bullets ;  being  alone  in  converfation  with  him  at 
Cambridge,  afked  him  whether  it  was  as  had  been  related  ;  the 
general  anfwered — "  If  I  faid  fo,  it  was  when  I  was  young."  Let 
bs  take  a  tranfient  notice  of  the  hardihips  experienced  bv  the 
Bofton  inhabitants,  whether  they  remained  in  the  town,  or  with- 
drew from  it,  and  refided  elfewhere  till  the  evacuation.  Not- 
whhftanding  the  univetfal  prorefhon  of  patriotifm,  advantages 
were  too  generally  taken  for  oppreffmg  them,  by  extravagant 
charges.  A  fenfible  writer  juftly  cenfured  fuch  proceedings  in 
the  Connecticut  gazette  ;  and  complained,  that  the  refugees  were 
obliged  to  pay  far  higher  rents  for  houfes  than  ufual,  and  in  fome 
inftances  double.  The  greateft  fufferings  of  thofe  who  remain- 
«d,  arofe  from  the  want  of  iue.  and  from  provifrons,  not  to  men- 
tion 
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tion  fuch  as  refuked  from  the  prefence  of  the  Britifh  army  and 
navy.  Frefh  provifions  were  not  alway  to  be  had,  and  were  moll- 
ly  too  dear  for  the  lower  clafs  to  obtain  ;  but  at  length  the  rati-, 
ons  of  the  foldiers  were  fo  plentiful,  that  by  the  aid  of  thefe  and 
arrivals  from  Europe,  they  that  remained  in  the  town  had  a  to- 
lerable fupply  of  pork,  peas,  falt-butter,  fweet-oil  and  bread,  at 
a  moderate  price.  But  the  intenfe  cold  of  the  feafon  rendered 
the  want  of  fuel  extremely  grievous.  Families,  which  had  been 
accuflomed  to  plenty,  were  obliged  to  burn  with  the  moll  {par- 
ing hand,  and  to  fave  by  going  to  their  beds  very  early,  and  leav- 
ing them  as  late.  Many  kept  to  them  in  the  fharpeft  weather, 
other  than  as  they  got  up  to  drefs  their  viftuals  and  eat  their  meals. 
Numbers,  to  fupply  the  want  of  fuel,  pulled  up  the  floors  of  their 
houfes,  the  flairs,  and  whatever  offered.  The  wooden  build- 
ings, taken  down  by  order  of  gen.  Howe,  were  appropriated  to 
the  ufe  of  the  royal  refugees.  It  was  as  much  charity  to  the 
poorer  inhabitants  to  admit  them  to  a  final  1  fire,  as  to  furnifh 
them  with  victuals.  You  mull  recolleft  the  hard  frofts  you  have 
in  Britain,  once  in  a  great  number  of  years,  to  conceive  of  what 
perfons  muft  endure  through  the  want  of  fuel,  from  the  long 
continued  frofts  of  this  country.  The  houfes  which  the  Britifh 
officers  inhabited  while  in  Bolton,  were  generally  left  in  good 
condition  ;  but  afterward  much  damaged  when  tenanted  by  the 
Americans,  whofe  ftile  of  life  did  not  lead  them  to  pay  atten- 
tion to  neatnefs  and  elegance. 

New-York,  moft  probably,  is  henceforward  to  be  'the  grand 
fceneof  a£iion.  Gen.  Lee  has  left  the  city  fome  time,  and  is 
gone  to  the  fouthward.  While  there,  he  took  care  to  re'move 
the  good  cannon  on  the  battery,  and  at  the  king's  (tore,  amount- 
ing to  about  a  hundred,  to  a  place  of  fafety  ;  a  third  of  them  are 
thirty-two  pounders.  He  alio  drew  up  another  tremendous  oath 
to  be  adminiftered  to  the  tories,  and  fent  captain  Sears  over  to 
Queen's  county  with  it  :  which  led  congrefs  to  refolve,  "  That 
no  oath  by  wav  of  tell  be  impofed  upon,  exacted  or  required  of 
any  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies,  by  any  military  officer." 
In  many  of  the  ftreets  of  the  city  there  are  breaft-works,  barrica- 
does,  &c.  and  more  are  making,  together  with  forts  in  abundance. 
A£tual  fervice  began  in  the  colony,  [April  6.J  A  Britifh  (loop 
fent  her  boat  alhore  on  Staten-Ifland  to  get  water,  and  a  party  of 
riflemen  took  the  boat  and  crew  prifoners.  The  firing  between 
the  (loop  and  the  riflemen  lafted  all  day.  The  city,  in  a  week's 
time,  was  thronged  with  provincials  ;  and  it  might  be  concluded, 
that  the  environs  were  not  very  fafe  from  fo  undifciplined  a  mul- 
titude ;  but  there  are  few  inftances  of  fo  great  a  number  of  troops 
being  together  with  fo  little  mifchief  done  by  them.     However 
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as  they  (efpecially  the  Connecticut  foldiers,  whom  Come  pro- 
nounce the  dirtied  people  on  the  continent)  are  not  particularly 
attentive  to  cleanlinefs,  the  owners  of  the  houfes  where  they  are 
quartered,  if  they  ever  get  pofieffion  of  them,  mull  be  vears  in 
cleaning  them,  unlefs  they  get  new  floors,  and  new  plaifter  the 
walls.  Gov.  Tryon  has  loft  his  credit  with  the  citizens,  and  is 
now  fpoken  of  with  contempt  and  difguft. 

The  governor  of  Virginia,  Lord  Dunmore,  was  no  lefs  popular 
than  Tryon  at  one  time  ;  but  is  at  length  as  little  refpe6ted  bv  the 
Virginians  as  the  other  is  by  the  New-Yorkers.     The  meafures 
he  has  continued  to  purfue,  have  only  increafed,  inftead  of  di- 
minishing the  general  refentment.     We  left  him  on  board  a  fhip 
off  Norfolk,  on  .the  14th  of  December,  and  col.  Robert  Howe  in 
.poffeffion  of  the  town.  The  Liverpool  frigate  arrived  from  Great- 
Britain.     Soon  after,  the  captain  fent  a  flag  of  truce,  and  de- 
manded to.  be  informed  whether  his  majefty's  ihips  of  war  would 
be  fupplied  from  the  fhore  with  provifions  ;  the  reply  was  in  the 
negative  ;  and  the  fhips  in  the  harbour  being  continually  annoy- 
ed by  the  riflemen  from  behind  the  buildings  and  ware-houfes  on 
the  wharfs,  it  was  determined  to  dillodge  them  by  deftroying  the 
fame.     Previous  notice  was  given,  that  the  women,  children,  and 
other  innocent  perfons,  might  remove  from  the  danger.  [Jan.  i.J 
The  entrance  of  the  new  year  was  fignalized  at  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  by  a  violent  cannonade  from  the  Liverpool,  two 
Hoops  of  war,  and  the  governor's  armed  fhip  the  Dunmore  ;  fe-  • 
conded  by  parties  of  failors  and  marines,  who  landed  and  fired 
the  houfes  next  the  water.     Where  buildings  inftead  of  being  co- 
vered with  tile,  (late,  or  lead,  are  covered  with  fhingles,  (thin 
light  pieces  of  fir  or  cedar,  half  a  yard  in  length,  and  about  fix 
inches  broad)  let  the  wind  be  ever  fo  moderate,  they  will,  upon 
being  fired,  be  likely   to  communicate   the  conflagration   to   a 
diftance,    fhould  the   weather   be  dry,  by   the  lighted  burning 
fhingles  being  driven  by  the  force  of  the  flames  to  the  tops 
of  other  houfes.      Thus   it  happened  here  ;    and  moft  of  the 
town  was  deftroyed.     Col.  Howe,  by  his  pofirive  orders  and  pre- 
fence,  did  all  he  could  to  extinguifh  the  fire  ;  but  in  vain.     It  is 
not  improbable,  that  fome  of  the  foldiers  and  negroes,  regardlefs 
of  all  orders,  inftead  of  extinguishing,  ufed  all  their  endeavours 
to  fpread  the  flames  ;  and  thought  themfelves  juftified,  upon  the 
principle  of  the  property's  belonging  to  perfons  inimical  to  the 
liberties  of  America.     A  part  of  the  town  efcaped  ;  the  owners 
were  moftlv  whigs.     Their  houfes  however,  were  afterward  va- 
lued, and  then  burnt  bv  the  direction  of  the  ruling  civil  authori- 
ty.    Thus  the  whole  town  was  reduced  to  allies,  th.it  the  enemy 
might  have  no  (belter,  fhould  thev  be  inclined  to  eftablifti  a  poll 
Vol.  II,  G  ©a 
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on  the  fpot.  A  few  men  were  killed  and  wounded  on  both  fides  at 
the  burning  of  Norfolk,  the  moft  populous  and  confiderable  town 
for  commerce  of  any  in  the  colony.  It  contained  about  6000 
inhabitants,  and  many  in  affluent  circumftances.  The  whole  lofs 
k  eftimated  at  more  than  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  iterling. 
However  urgent  the  neceffity,  it  was  an  odious  bufinefs  for  a  go- 
vernor to  be  himfelf  a  principal  aftor  in  burning  and  deflroying 
the  beit  town  in  his  government.  The  Americans  afterward  cut 
off  every  poffible  refource  from  the  fhips,  burnt  and  dellroyed 
the  houfes  and  plantations  within  reach  of  the  water ;  and  oblig- 
ed the  people,  chiefly  royalifts,  to  remove  with  their  cattle  and 
provifions  further  into  the  country.  The  horrid  diftreffes  brought 
tipon  numbers  of  innocent  perfons  by  thefe  operations,  muftpain 
the  feelings  of  ail  who  are  not  hardened  by  a  party  fpirit. 

Governor  Martin  demands  our  next  attention.     Though  he 
was  obliged  to  take  refuge  on  board  a  fhip  of  war,  he  contem- 
plated the  reduclion  of  North-Carolina  to  royal  obedience.    He 
had  been  informed,  that  a  fquadron  of  men  of  war,  with  feven 
tegiments,  under  the  conduct  of  Sir  Peter  Parker  and  lord  Corn- 
wailisj  were  to  leave  Ireland  on  an  expedition  to  the  fouthern 
provinces  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  that  North-Carolina 
was  their  firft,  if  not  principal  objeft.     He  knew  alfo  that  gen. 
Clinton,  with  a  fmall  detachment,  was  on  his  way  to  meet  them 
at  Cape  Fear.     He  had  for  fome  time  formed  a  connection  with 
the  regulators  and  highland-emigrants,  in  the  weftern  parts  of 
the  province.     To  thefe  people  he  fent  feveral  commiffions  for 
the  railing  and  commanding  of  regiments,  and  granted  another 
to  Mr.  M'Donald  to  aft  as  their  general.     He  alfo  commanded 
all  perfons  by  proclamation,  to  repair  to  the  royal  ftandard,  which 
was  to  be  erected  by  the  general  about  the  middle  of  February. 
The  highlanders  and  regulators  collected  and  embodied  at  Crofs 
Creek  t/kie  beginning  of  the  month  ;  and  by  the  19th  amounted 
to  about  fifteen  or  fixteen  hundred.     Gen.  Moore  hearing  that 
they  were  affembling,  marched  with  his  own  regiment,  and  all 
the  mi'itiahe  coj.11  colieft,  about  ncoinall,  to  an  important 
poll  within  k\en  miles  of  Crofs  Creek,  which  he  fectired  on 
the  icth  Feb.     On  the  12th  they  marched  within  four  miles  of 
him,  and  fent.  in,  bv  a  flag  of  truce,  [Feb.  20.]  the  governor's 
proclamation,  a  manilello,  and  a  let'.er  to  the  general,  which  he 
anfvvercii.     That  and  the  following  night  they  crowed  the  nerth- 
v  .  ft  river,  and  took  their  route  to  Negro  Head  Point.     On  in- 
formation hereof  gen.  Moore  fent  an  exprefs  tocol.Cafwell,  who 
v      upon  his  inarch  with  800  men  to  join  him,  and  directed  him 
how  to  proc  eed  upon  the  occafion.    Colonels  Lillington  and  Afhe 
w.;  e  ordered,  ifpoflble,  to  reinforce  him;  and  if  they  could 
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not,  to  take  pofleffion  of  Moore's  Creek  bridge.  The  general 
purfued  the  enemy  ;  but  did  not  come  up  with  them.  He  pro- 
pofed  getting  to  and  fecuring  the  bridge,  which  was  about  ten 
miles  from  them.  Want  of  horfes  occafioned  a  delay ;  but  col. 
Lilling.ton  had  taken  his  Hand  there  jufl  in  time,  and  the  next  af- 
ternoon was  reinforced  by  col.  Cafwell.  The  colonels  immedi- 
ately raifed  a  fmall  breaft-work,  and  deftroyed  part  of  the  bridge. 
The  next  morning  at  break  of  day,  [Feb.  27,]  an  alarm  gun  was 
fired,  directly  after  which,  fcarcely  leaving  the  Americans  a  mo- 
ment to  prepare,  the  enemy  with  capt.  M'Cleod  at  their  head 
(gen.  M'Donald  being  ill)  made  their  attack.  Finding  a  fmall 
intrenchment  next  the  bridge  quite  empty,  they  concluded  that 
the  Americans  had  abandoned  their  poll,  and  in  the  molt  furious 
manner  advanced  within  thirty  paces  of  their  breaft-work  and 
artillery,  where  they  met  with  a  warm  reception.  Captains 
M'Cleod  and  Campbell  fell  within  a  few  paces  of  it ;  and  in  a  few 
minutes  the  whole  army  was  put  to  flight,  and  lhamefully  aban- 
doned their  general,  who  was  the  next  day  taken  prifoner.  They 
loft  only  about  70  killed  and  wounded.  The  Americans  had  only 
two  wounded,  one  of  whom  furvived.  The  conquerors  took  13 
waggons,  350  guns  and  (hot  b3gs,  about  150  fwords  and  dirks, 
and  15CO  excellent  rifles.  The  joy  this  conqueil  diffufed  among 
the  North-Carolinians  is  inconceivable,  the  importance  of  it  be- 
ing heightened  by  gen.  Clinton  and  lord  William  Campbell's  be- 
ing then  at  Cape  Fear  in  fanguine  expectation  of  being  joined  by 
the  vanquished.  The  Americans  under  colonels  Cafwell  and  Lil- 
lington  were  about  1000  ftrong.  Parties  of  men  have  been  dif- 
perfed  through  the  colony,  to  apprehend  fufpefted  perfons,  and 
difarm  all  the  highlanders  and  regulators  routed  in  the  battle,  who 
are  difcharged  if  privates,  but  the  officers  are  fecured.   It  was  but 

a  few  months  fince  <*** — — capt.  M'Cleod   and 

another  officer  took  a  folemn  oath  before  the  committee  at  New- 
bern,  that  their  bufmefs  in  North-Carolina  was  only  to  fee  their 
friends  and  relations. 

In  SouthrCarclina,  when  the  recommendation  of  the  continent- 
al congrefs  for  the  eftablifhment  of  a  form  of  government  came 
to  be  confidered,  a  great  part  of  the  provincial  congrefs  oppofed 
the  meafure ;  it  had  fo  much  the  appearance  of  an  eternal  fepara- 
tion  from  a  country,  by  a  reconciliation  with  which  many  yet 
hoped  for  a  return  of  ancient  happinefs.  While  they  were  f'uf- 
pended  on  this  important  debate,  an  exprefs  arrived  from  Savan- 
nah, with  the  act  of  parliament,  palled  December  21,  477,5,  con-, 
fifcating  all  the  American  property  found  floating  upon  the  wa- 
ter ;  and  compelling  all  the  crews  belonging  to  American  veflels, 
without  diitinclion  of  perfons  to  ferve  as  common  failors  in  the 
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Britifh  (hips  of  war.  By  this  aft  they  confidered  all  the  colonifls 
from  New-Hampfhire  to  Georgia  inclufively,  as  thrown  out  of 
the  king's  protection.  The  timely  arrival  of  u  turned  the  fcale, 
filenccd  all  who  were  advocates  for  a  reconciliation,  and  pro- 
duced a  majority  for  an  independent  conllitution.  In  lels  than 
an  hour  after  the  aft  was  read  in  the  convention,  an  order  w  is 
illued  to  feize  for  the  public,  a  Jamaica  veffel  laden  with  fugar, 
which  had  put  into  Charleftown  in  her  way  for  London  ;  though 
fhe  had  the  day  before  obtained  leave  to  pafs  the  forts,  and  meant 
to  fail  in  the  afternoon.  Still  the  attachment  of  numbers  to  Great- 
Britain  was  fo  ltrong,  that  though  they  alfented  to  the  ellablilh- 
ment  of  an  independent  conftitution ;  vet  it  was  carried  after  a 
Jong  debate,  that  it  is  only  to  exilt  "  till  a  reconciliation  with 
Great-Britain  and  the  colonies  fhall  take  place*." 

The  tranfaftions  in  Georgia  remain  to  be  related.  Gen.  Howe, 
while  at  Bofton,  in  order  to  obtain  rice,  fent  major  Grant  and 
capt.  Maitland  with  four  tranfports  and  200  marines  to  Savannah. 
The  South-Carolina  congrels  having  timely  information,  com- 
miffioned  col.  Stephen  Bull  to  aft  in  aid  of  the  Georgians  :  he 
accordingly  marched  a  body  to  their  afiiftance.  A  battery  was 
erefted,  which  fired  fmartly  upon  the  tranfports  on  their  arrival 
in  the  harbour.  Upon  this  they  went  round  an  ifland  in  the 
night  to  get  at  fome  veffels  going  to  Great-Britain.  About  four 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  March  the  third,  the  enemy,  by  col- 
lufion  with  the  maflers  and  others,  got  on  board  thefe  fhips, 
where  they  attempted  to  conceal  themfelves.  But  knowledge  of 
it  being  obtained,  300  men  were  immediately  marched  oppofite 
the  (hipping,  with  three  four-pounders,  and  threw  up  a  bread- 
work.  Firing  between  both  parties  after  a  while  enfued.  At 
length  it  was  determined  to  burn  the  veffels,  orders  were  iflued 
to  fire  the  Invernefs  and  cut  her  loofe ;  which  being  executed, 
the  marines  in  the  utmoft  confufion,  got  on  (hore  in  the  marih, 
while  the  riflemen  and  field  pieces  were  inceffantly  galling  them. 
The  (hipping  were  alfo  in  the  utmoft  diforder.  Some  got  up 
the  river  under  cover  of  an  armed  (loop,  while  others  caught 
the  flame,  and,  as  they  palfed  and  repaffed  with  the  tide,  were 
the  fubject  of  gratulation  and  applaufe.  Seven  loaded  veilels  were 
buint,  and  the  intention  of  gen.  Howe  entirely  fruftrated. 

Philadelphia  will  detain  us  (or  a  while.  Congrels  refolved,  [Jan. 
l^.]  "  That  to  expreis  the  veneration  of  the  United  Colonies 
for  their  late  general,  Richard  Montgomery,  and  the  deep  fenfe 
they  entertain  of  the  many  fignal  and  important  fervices  of  that 
gallant  officer;  and  totranfmit  to  future  ages,  as  examples  truly 

*  33r.  Ramfay's  Hiftcry  of  the  Revolution  of  South-Carolina,  vol.  1. 
p.  82,  and  onward. 
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worthy  of  imitation,  his  patriotifm,  conduct,  boldnefs  of  enter- 
prife,  infuperable  perfeverance,  and  contempt  of  danger  and 
death,  a  monument  be  procured  from  Paris,  or  any  other  part 
of  France,  with  an  inscription  facred  to  his  memory,  and  ex- 
preflive  of  his  amiable  character  and  heroic  achievements  ;  and 
that  Dr.  Smith  be  defired  to  prepare  and  deliver  a  funeral  oration 
in  honor  of  the  general,  and  thofe  officers  and  foldiers,  who  fo 
magnanimoufly  fought  and  fell  with  him  in  maintaining  the  prin- 
ciples of  American  liberty." 

They  ordered  gen.  Thomas  to  take  the  command  of  the  troops 
in  Canada;  endeavoured  to  colleftgold  and  filver,  in  exchange 
for  continental  bills  oi  credit,  for  the  fervke  in  that  quarter; 
and  appointed  [Mar.  20. J  Dr.  Franklin,  Samuel  Chafe,  and 
Charles  Carroll,  efqrs.  commiffioners  to  form  a  union  between 
the  people  of  the  United  Colonies  and  thofe  of  that  province.— 
They  left  New-York  in  the  beginning  of  April  on  their  way  thi- 
ther. As  the  priefts  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  refufe  the  fa- 
craments  to  thofe  of  the  Canadians,  who  are  deemed  rebels,  and 
as  it  operates  powerfully  againft  the  American  intereft,  a  p.iefl 
is  gone  from  Maryland  to  perform  all  the  needful  fervices  of  the 
Romifh  religion.  Congrefs  came  to  the  refolution,  [Mar.  23.J 
"  That  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies  be  permitted  to  fit  out 
armed veffels  to  cruife  on  the  enemies  of  the  United  Colonies;" 
and  many  others  which  related  to  it.  They  took  notice,  in  the 
declaration  which  preceded  them,  of  the  a6t  of  parliament  pafTed 
the  21ft  of  December.  This  aft  has  made  many  converts  to  in- 
dependency in  all  the  colonies.  [Mar.  25. J  After  reading  gen. 
Wafhington's  letter  of  the  19th,  informing  congrefs  of  the  eva- 
cuation of  Boflon,  they  ordered  thanks  to  be  prefented  to  him, 
in  their  own  and  in  the  name  of  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies; 
and  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  under  his  command ;  and  that  a 
medal  of  gold  be  ftruck  in  commemoration  of  the  event,  and 
prefented  to  his  excellency.  They  refolved  (April  6.)  to  admit 
of  the  importation  of  any  goods  and  merchandize,  (if  not  of  the 
growth,  production  or  manufacture  of,  or  brought  from  any 
country  under  the  dominion  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain)  ex- 
cept Eafl:  India  tea.  They  on  the  fame  day  determined,  "  That 
no  (laves  be  imported  into  any  of  the  colonies."  They  ordered 
(April  10)  a  fpeech  to  be  delivered  to  capt.  White  Eyes,  whom 
they,  no  lefs  than  lord  Dun  more,  in  compliance  with  the  ex- 
pectation of  the  Indian,  addreifed  with  a — "  brother  capt.  Ji'/ate 
Eyes." 

The  difufe  of  tea  is  again  fafhionable  through  the  United  Co. 
lonies.  It  became  fo  in  the  Maifachufetts,  foon  after  the  Eaft 
India  company's   teas  were  deilroyed   on  December  the  16th, 

V73- 
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1773.  Coffee,  which  is  about  nine-pence  fterling  the  pound, 
is  fubftituted  by  vaft  numbers  for  the  once  favorite  herb  of 
China;  now  the  more  readily  exploded  for  having  been  the  ac-> 
cidental  occcafioa  of  the  troubles  with  which  the  coloniils  are 
exercifed. 

[Apr.  1.]  Dr.  Warren's  merit  obliges  me  to  mention,  that 
the  lodge  of  Free  Mafons,  whereof  he  was  late  grand  mafter, 
agreed  to  take  up  his  remains,  and  in  the  ufual  funeral  fclemni- 
ties  of  that  fociety,  decently  to  inter  the  fame.  The  fpot  where 
he  was  buried,  was  pointed  out  with  thofe  attending  circumftan- 
ces  that  affured  them,  that  they  had  gained  the  poffeffion  there- 
of, though  confining  of  bones  only ;  which  were  honorably  in- 
terred in  Bolton,  [Apr.  8.]  being  attended  by  a  grand  proceflion 
of  the  fociety  accompanied  by  a  crowd  of  fpe&ators. 

Commodore  Ezekiel  Hopkins's  naval  expedition  is  the  laft 
article  of  intelligence  to  be  related,  The  fleet  confifted  of  two 
fhips,  two  brigs,  and  a  floop,  all  armed  and  well  manned,  inclu- 
ding better  than  200  marines.  On  the  17th  of  February  they 
left  Cape  Henlopen,  and  after  a  pleafant  palfage  of  fifteen  days, 
eame  to  an  anchor  off  the  ifland  of  Abacco,  about  feventeen 
leagues  from  New-Providence,  which  gave  the  commodore  an 
opportunity  of  inquiring  infco  the  Hate  of  the  laft  ifland,  and  of 
learning  that  it  was  well  fupplied  with  warlike  ftores :  on  which  it 
was  deemed  a  proper  object,  The  marines  were  embarked  on 
board  fome  fmall  veffels  belonging  to  New-Providence,  which 
had  been  taken  ;  and  the  whole  failed  Saturday  evening,  March 
the  2d ;  the  next  morning  all  the  men  were  landed  at  the  ealt  end 
of  the  ifland.  They  were  marched  toward  the  fort  built  about 
half  way  between  the  landing  and  town.  Upon  their  approach*, 
ing  it,  the  garrilon  fired  upon  them ,  then  fpiked  up  the  cannon, 
and  retired  to  the  fort  within  the  town.  The  Americans  took 
poffefhon  of  that  which  had  been  abandoned,  [March  3.]  and 
flayed  there  the  whole  night  to  refrefh  themfelvesk  The  next 
morning  they  marched  forward  to  the  town,  and  entered  it  with- 
out meeting  any  interruption.  The  officer  went  to  the  gover- 
nor, and  demanded  the  keys  of  the  fort  which  were  immediately 
given.  Upon  taking  poffeffion  of  it,  he  found  40  cannon 
mounted  and  all  well  loaded,  befide  a  great  quantity  of  fhot  and 
ihells,  with  15  brafs  mortars,  but  miffed  of  the  grand  article, 
150  calks  of  powder,  which  the  governor  carefully  fent  off  the 
night  before.  They  remained  on  the  illand,  till  they  had  gotten 
all  the  ftores  on  board  the  fleet,  and  then  the  whole  took  their 
departure  on  the  17th.  They  brought  awav  with  them  gover- 
nor Montford  Brown,  the  lie.ut.  governor,  and  a  counfellor. 

[April 
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I  April  4/J     The  fleet  fell   in  with  a  Briti/h  fchooner,  on  the 
cait  end  of  Long-Ifiand,  and  took  her.     The  next  day  they  took 
a  bomb  brig  of  eight  guns  and  two  howitzers,  ten  fwivels  and 
forty-eight  men,  well  fduftd  with  all  forts  of  ftores,  arms,  pow- 
der, &c.     On  the  6th,  about  one  in  the  morning,  they  fell  in 
with  his  majeflv's  fhip  the  Glafgow   (of  twenty  nine  pounders 
and  1^0  men)  and  her  tender.   At  half  paft  two,  the  Cabot  brig- 
antine,  capt.    Hopkins,  jun.  came  up  with  the    Glafgow,  and 
upon  finding   who   fhe  was,  immediately  fired  her   broadfide; 
when  the..  Glafgow   made  her  a   return  of  two-fold,  and  with 
die  weight  of  her  metal  damaged  her   fo  much  in  her  hull  and 
tigging,  as  obliged  her  to  retire  for  a  while  to  refit.     On  her 
retiring,  the    Alfred  of  twenty  nine  pounders  on  the   lower, 
and  ten  fix  pounders  on  the  upper  deck,  commanded   by  the 
commodore,  capt.  Hopkins,  fen.  came  up  and  engaged  the  Glaf- 
gow for  three  glafTes,  as  hot  as  poffible  on  both  fides.     While 
thus  engaged,  the  Columbus,  capt.  Whipple,  of  eighteen  nine 
pounders  on  the  lower,  and  ten  fix  pounders  on  the  upper  deck, 
ran  under  the  Glafgow's  ftern,  raked  her  as  fhe  parted,  and  then 
Juft  on  her  lee  beam,  while  the  Anriadona  brig  of  fixteen   fix 
pounders,  took  her  flation  on  the  larboard  quarter  of  the  Glafj 
gow ;  the  Providence  floop  of  twelve  fix  pounders  altered  her 
flation  occafionaliy.     By  day  light  the  flation  of  the  American 
veffels  was  changed,  as  the  two  fhips  bad  dropt  on  each  quarter 
of  the  Glafgow,  while  one  of  the  brigs  kept  aitern,  giving  a  con- 
tinual fire.     Captain  Tyringham  Howe,   of  the   Glafgow,  per- 
ceiving the  force  of  the  American  fleet,  feemingly  increafed  by 
a  large  Cnip  and  a  fnow,  which  kept  to  windward  as  foon  as  the 
action  began,  and  difcerning  none  of  captain  Wallace's  fleet  to 
afford  him  the  profpe£t  of  fupport,  very  prudently  made  all  the 
fail  he  could  crowd,  and  flood  in  for   Newport.     The   bravery 
of  captain  Howe's  behaviour  is  to  be  commended.     That    he 
fhould  have  efcaped  from  a  force,  fo  much  fuperior  whea  unit- 
ed, does  not  give  fatisfa&ion  to  the  Americans,  and  is  imputed 
to  fome  failure  in  conduct  or  courage  on  the  fide  of  their  com- 
manders.    Commodore  Hopkins,  in  his  account  of  the    action, 
has  writtefl,  "  We  received  confiderable  damage  in  our  fhip,  but 
the  greateft  was  in  having  our  wheel-rope  and  blocks  fhot  away, 
which  gave  the  Glafgow  time  to  make  fail  ;  and  I  did  net  think 
pvoper  to  follow,  as   it  would  have  brought   on  an  action  with- 
'.he  whole  of  their  fleet,  and  I  had  upward  of  thirty  of  our  beft 
feamen  on  board  the  prizes  :  I  therefore  thought  it  raoft  prudent 
to  give  over  the  chace,  and  fecure  our  prizes;  and  having  taken 
the  Glafgow's  tender,  arrived  the  feventh  with  all  the  fleet" — 
at  New-London.    [April  16.J  Tiie  congrefs  haye  given  orders, 

"  that 
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"  that  the  cannon  and  fuch  other  ftores  as  are  not  neceflary  for 
the  fleet,  be  landed  and  left  at  New-London  ;  and  that  fuch  of 
the  cannon  and  wheels  as  governor  Trumbull'  fhall  direft,  may 
be  employed  for  the  defence  of  that  harbdur." 

Commodore  Hopkins  is  thought  not  to  have  followed  his  in- 
ftru6tions  ;  and  to  have  difpleafed  by  departing  from  them. — 1 
The  Alfred  had  fix  men  killed  and  as  many  wounded.  The  Ca- 
bot had  four  men  killed  and  feven  wounded,  the  captain  among 
the  latter.  The  Columbus  had  one  man  who  loft  his  arm.  The 
Glafgow  had  one  man  killed,  and  three  wounded  by  the  mufke* 
try  from  the  Americans.  The  main  damage  on  each  fide  lay  in 
the  hulls  and  rigging. 

Many  of  your  papers,  it  is  obferved,  are  very  liberal  in  be- 
ftowing  upon  the  colonifts  the  appellation  of  rebels,  traitors, 
cowards,  &c.  while  thofe  printed  on  this  fide  the  Atlantic  are 
calling  the  parties  employed  again  ft  the  Americans  by  fea  and 
land,  pirates,  banditti,  minifterial  butchers,  butchering  affaffins, 
cut-throats,  thieves,  &c.  Thefe  abufive  names  take  with  the 
unthinking  multitude,  whether  in  high  or  low  life,  and  fet  a 
keener  edge  upon  the  fpirit  of  party  ;  but  are  productive  of 
much  cruelty,  and  tend  to  beget  a  rooted  antipathy.  You  will 
not  objeft  to  any  expence,  that  may  attend  the  conveyance  of 
this  letter  by  way  of  France,  no  other  fafe  one  offering  at  pre- 
fent.  My  correfpondent  there  will  cheerfully  undertake  the  care 
«f  any  you  may  want  to  forward  to  America. 


LETTER        II, 

London,  May  ej,   1776. 

FRtEND   G. 

THE  choice  of  George  Wafhington,  efq;  by  congrefs,  to  be 
commander  in  chief  of  the  American  army,  is  adjudged 
highly  prudent  by  the  firft  military  characters  that  have  ferved  in 
America,  and  who  conjecture  from  his  acceptance,  that  the  re- 
duction of  the  colonies  by  an  armed  force  will  be  more  difficult 
than  is  generally  expected.     The  minifters  of  ftate  however,  are 

ben 
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bent  upon  making  the  attempt.  They  have  not  profked  bv  the 
Lexington  fkirmifhes,  nor  the  Brecd's-hill  battle.  It  would  be 
happier  for  the  nation,  would  they  copy  the  conduft  of  the  Spa- 
cifh  court,  toward  the  inhabitants  of  Bifcay,  near  upon  a  hun- 
died  and  fifty  years  back.  In  1632,  the  court  laid  a  duty  upon 
fait,  contran,'  to  the  privileges  of  the  people.  Upon  this  the  in- 
habitants of  Bilboa  rofe,  and  maffacred  all  the  officers  appointed 
to  collecl  it,  and  all  the  officers  of  the  grand  admiral.  Three 
thoufand  troops  wrre  fent  to  punifh  them  for  rebellion  :  thefe 
they  fought,  and  totally  defeated,  driving  mod  of  them  into  the 
fea,  which  difcouraged  the  court  from  purfuing  their  plan  of  tax* 
ation,  and  induced  them  to  leave  thofe,  whom  they  had  confi- 
dered  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion,  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  anci- 
ent privileges  *.  It  is  thought  that  a  treaty  with  the  court  of 
Peterfburgh  for  20,000  Ruflianss  was  at  one  time  the  laft  year 
in  confiderable  forwarduefs  ;  but  that  the  extreme  diffance  of  the 
fervice,  the  difficulty  of  recal,  the  little  probability  of  the  return 
of  many,  and  the  critical  Hate  of  public  affairs  through  Europe, 
rendered  it  abortive,  after  the  moll  fanguine  hopes  of  fuccefs. 

In  all  the  European  countries,  where  public  affairs  are  a  fub- 
jeft  of  writing  or  converfation,  the  general  voice  is  rather  favor- 
able to  the  Americans.  In  this  particularly,  the  lower  clafs  of 
people  are  adverfe  to  the  war.  They  have  boldly  and  without 
reftraint  condemned  the  conduft  of  their  rulers  in  terms  of  the 
utmoft  acrimony.  But  this  has  not  been  regarded,  other  than 
as  it  has  obftruaed  the  recruiting  fervice,  which  never  proceed* 
ed  fo  heavily  before.  The  reluclance  of  individuals  has  been 
finking  and  peculiar  :  they  have  not  only  refufed  the  ufual  prof- 
fers of  encouragement,  but  reprobated,  with  indignation,  the 
caufe  in  which  they  were  folicited  to  engage,  and  exerted  them- 
felves  to  hinder  others  engaging.  Neither  proteflants,  nor  ca- 
tholics in  any  number,  have  been  prevailed  upon  either  in  Eng- 
land or  Ireland,  to  inlift  for  the  American  fervice,  though  the 
bounties  have  been  raifed,  and  the  ufual  ftandard  lowered,  to 
facilitate  the  levies.  The  recruiting  officers  have  declared,  they 
never  before  met  with  fo  many  mortifications  in  this  branch  of 
military  bufinefs.  But  among  the  higher  orders  of  men,  a  ftrange 
fnfenfibility  with  refpetl  to  public  affairs  feeminglv  prevailed. — 
The  accounts  of  the  late  military  aclions,  as  well  as  political 
proceedings  of  no  lefs  importance,  were  received  ne afly  with  as 
much  indifference,  as  if  they  wholly  concerned  other  nations 
with  whom  we  were  fcarce  connected.  You  mull  except  from 
the,ro  obfervations  the  people  of  North-Britain,  who,  almoft  to 
a  man,  fo  far  as  they  can  be  defcribed  under  anv  particular  de- 
nomination, net  only  applauded,  but  proffered   life  and  fortune 

•-  A  \--rr-  defaice  of  the  ^?-inn  Ccn^'tuthns,  p.  18. 
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in  fr.r.pcrt  of  the  prefent  meafures.  The  fame  approbation  was 
aifo  given  and  affurances  made,  though  with  lefs  earneftnefs  and 
Unanimity,  by  a  number  of  towns  in  England. 

The  lots  of  the  American  commerce  was  not  generally  felt. 
The  prodigious  remittances  of  corn  during  the  Britifh  fcarcity, 
and  the  larger  than  ufual  fums  which  the  colonifts  were  enabled 
to  pay  from  the  advanced  prices  of  various  articles,  thefe  toge- 
ther occafioned  an  extraordinary  influx  of  money  ;  while  an 
tinufua!  demand  for  goods  and  manufactures  of  various  forts,  from 
different  parts  of  Europe,  produced  a  quick  circulation  of  trade, 
kept  up  the  fpirit  of  the  mercantile  claffes,  and  prevented  their 
complaining  for  want  of  the  American  market.  Great  numbers- 
at  the  fame  time  were  rendered  perfectly  unconcerned  at  what 
h;:a  happened  in  America,  or  were  even  rejoiced,  becaufe  of  the 
benefits  they  were  receiving  from  the  contefr.  The  war  being 
carried  on  at  fuch  a  diftance,  gave  employment  and  emolument 
to  an  amazing  number  of  people  ;  and  caufed  that  buftle  of  bufi- 
nefs  and  plenty  of  cafh,  -which  checked  all  obfervation  of  defi- 
cic-nces  in  other  branches  of  traffic.  Add,  that  a  tribe  of  con- 
tractors, dealers,  and  gameflers  in  flocks  and  money  tranfa£fions, 
were  themfclves  animated,  and  encouraged  others  to  join  in  justi- 
fying and  fupporting  governmental  meafures.  Hence,  that  apa- 
thy which  has  been  noted ;  and  which  continued  till  toward  the 
meeting  of  parliament. 

The  miniflry  gave  into  greaf  expences,  to  fnpply  the  army 
at  Boflon  with  frefh  provifions  and  other  articles.  It  is  faid  that 
five  thoufand  oxen,  and  fourteen  thoufand  of  the  largefl  and  fat- 
tcfl  fheep,  befide  a  vail  number  of  hogs,  werepurchafed  and  fent 
out  alive.  Vegetables  of  all  kinds  were  bought  up  in  incredible 
quantities.  Ten  thoufand  butts  of  flrong  beer  were  fupplied  by 
two  brewers.  The  feemingly  trifling  neceflaries  of  vegetables, 
cafks  and  vinegar,  amount  in  two  difiincl  articles,  detached  from 
the  general  comprehenfion  of  other  provifions,  to  near  twenty- 
two  thoufand  pounds  :  and  the  hay,  oats  and  beans,  for  the 
fingle  regiment  of  light  cavalry  there,  amount  to  nearly  as  much. 
To  whatever  it  was  owing,  the  tranfports  were  not  ready  to  fail, 
till  the  year  was  far  fpent.  By  this  mean  they  were  detained  on 
the  coafis  by  contrary'  winds,  or  toffed  about  by  tempefts,  until 
the  greater  part  of  their  live  cargoes  of  hogs,  and  particularly  of 
fheep,  perifhed,  fo  that  the  channel  was  every  where  flrewed 
with  their  floating  carcafes.  A  large  part  of  the  vegetables  mull 
alfo  have  becitdeitroved  by  exceflive  fermentation. 

The  retaliation  praftifed  by  congrefs  in  cutting  off  the  Britifh 
fifheries  from  all  colonial  provifions  and  fupplies,  threw  the 
whole  bufmefs  upon  the  banks  and  coafis  of  Newfound-laud  into 
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the  greateft  confufion,  and  brought  diftrefs  upon  all  who  were 
employed  by  fea  or  land  in  that  quarter.  Inftead  of  profecistlng 
the  fervice  they  went  upon,  many  of"  the  fhips  were  conftrained 
to  make  the  beft  of"  their  way  to  any  place  where  provifioris 
could  be  procured.  It  was  computed,  that  to  the  value  of 
full  half  a  million  flerling  wis  left  in  the  bowels  of  the  deep, 
and  for  ever  loft  to  mankind,  by  the  firfl  operation  of  the  fimery 
bill. 

The  ftorm  which  happened  laft  September  the  nth,  during 
the  filhing  feafon,  and  of  which  you  will  have  received  feme  ge- 
neral accounts,  may  probably  be  reckoned  by  the  Americans,  as 
it  is  here  by  the  more  ferious  or  thofe  who  favour  them,  a  pro- 
vidential retaliation  of  the  fupreme  Ruler  on  fuch  as  had  depriv- 
ed them,  by  a  parliamentary  aft,  of  that  fuftenance,  which  feem- 
ed  to  be  given  them  as  their  peculiar  property.  Left  you  mould 
not  have  had  the  particulars,  let  me  mention,  that  a  mo  ft  dread- 
ful tempeft,  of  a  particular  kind,  difcharged  itfelf  on  the  coafts 
of  Newfoundland.  The  fea  rofe  near  upon  thirty  feet  almoft 
inftantly.  Above  feven  hundred  boats,  with  all  their  people, 
perifhed,  and  eleven  fhips  with  moft  of  their  crews.  At  Havre- 
de- Grace,  no  fewer  than  three  hundred  boats  were  loft.  The 
devaftation  was  hardly  lefs  on  the  land  ;  the  waters  broke  in 
beyond  their  ufual  bounds,  and  occafioned  vaft  deftruction. — ■ 
The  fhores  prefented  a  fhocking  fpeftacle. 

As  the  time  approached  for  the  meeting  of  parliament,  ad- 
dreffes  were  poured  in  from  different  quarters,  condemning  the 
conduft  of  the  Americans  ;  approving  of  all  the  afts  of  govern- 
ment ;  and  in  general  recommending  a  perfeverance  in  the  fame,  un- 
til the  colonies  fhall  be  reduced  to  a  thorough  obedience.  Manches- 
ter diftinguilhed  itfelf  by  taking  the  lead.  Thefe  addreffes  neceffa- 
rily  implied  an  approbation  of  the  meafure  that  was  then  in  exe- 
cution, viz.  the  fending  of  five  battalions  of  Hanoverian  troops, 
to  replace  the  like  number  of  Britifh,  in  the  garrifons  of  Gibral- 
tar and  Minorea,  thereby  to  increafe  the  force  in  America  with 
the  addition  of  the  latter.  The  electoral  regiments  failed  for  the 
places  of  deftination  the  firfl  of  November. 

Petitions  of  a  contrary  tendency  to  the  addrefTes  were  prefent- 
ed from  feveral  places.  Great  bodies  of  American,  African  and 
Weft-India  merchants,  with  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
cities  of  London  and  Briftol,  ftill  ftruggled  to  have  matters  rc- 
ftored  to  their  ancient  ftate,  but  to  no  purpofe.  At  a  numerous 
meeting  of  the  freeholders  of  Middlefex,  [Sept.  25.  J  after  agree- 
ing to  inftruft  their  members  in  behalf  of  public  liberty,  it  was 
moved  and  carried,  "  that  a  letter  fhould  be  addrelfed  from  the 
freeholders  of  Middlefex  to  thofe  of  Great-Britain."    The  tenor 
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of  it  is  in  favour  of  a  reconciliation  with  America,  and  againfl 
the  proiecution  of  the  minifterial  war.  Four  days  alter,  [Sept. 
20.J  the  lord  mayor,  Mr.  Wilkes,  acquainted  the  livery  with 
his  having  received  a  letter  from  the  continental  congrefs,  which 
was  read  ;  when  it  was  moved  and  palfed  in  the  affirmative, 
"  that  a  letter  addrefifed  from  the  livery  of  London  to  the  elec- 
tors of  Great-Britain  fhould  be  read  ;"  which  was  done,  and  af- 
terward publilhed.  Three  days  before  the  meeting  of  parlia- 
ment, an  event  took  place,  which  for  a  while  engaged  the  pub- 
he  attention.  Rumors  of  combinations  in  favour  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, had  been  frequent.  Itwasfaid,  that  they  were  privately 
abetted  by  the  advice  and  correfpondc::'je,  and  aflifted  by  the 
purfes  of  perfonages  of  high  rank  and  importance.  Thefe  re- 
ports fpread  much  alarm  through  the  nation,  and  exafperated 
thofe  who  confidered  tbe  Americans  as  rebels.  Hints  and  fu- 
fpiciorts  were  given  and  taken  ;  and  at  length  a  feeming  founda- 
tion for  them  appeared.  [~0£t.  23.]  Mr.  Sayre,  an  American 
born,  and  a  banker  in  London,  wasfecured  ;  and  being  examin- 
ed before  the  fecretary  of  ffate,  lord  Rochford,  and  confronted 
by  his  accufer,  was  committed  to  the  tower  for  high  treafon,  on 
the  ridiculous  charge,  of  a  defign  of  feizing  his  majefly  at  noon 
dav,  in  his  paffage  to  the  houfe  of  peers  ;  of  conveying  him  a 
prifoner  to  the  tower,  and  afterward  out  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  of 
overturning  the  whole  form  of  government,  by  bribing  a  few 
fcrgeants  of  the  guards,  who  were  alfo  to  bribe  their  men.  After 
a  clofe  and  fevere  confinement  of  five  days,  an  habeas  corpus 
was  granted,  and  he  was  brought  before  the  lord  chief  juflice  of 
the  king's  bench,  who  admitted  him  to  bail,  on  his  own  fecurity, 
in  the  trifling  fum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  and  that  of  two 
furetiesin  as  much,  for  his  appearance  to  anfwer  the  charge.  No 
profecntion  was  attempted,  and  at  the  feflion  in  December  it  was 
moved  to  have  his  recognifance  difcharged,  which  was  granted 
accordingly.  The  fecretary  will  be  filed  for  illegal  imprifonment> 
though  it  is  thought  his  conducl  is  juitifiablc  in  point  of  law. — 
f  Oct.  26.J  His  majefly  opened  the  feflion  of  parliament  with  a 
ipeech,  which  propofed  fanguinary  meafures,  and  charged  the 
American  leaders  with  having  nothing  in  view,  but  the  eflablifh- 
inent  of  an  independent  empire.  It  fays,  "  I  have  received  the 
molt  friend.'y  offers  of  foreign  affiftance  ;  and  if  I  fhall  make  any 
treaties  in  confequence  thereof,  they  fhall  be  laid  before  you. — . 
-And  I  have,  in  teilirnony  of  my  affeHion  for  my  people,  fent 
to  the  garrifons  of  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon,  a  part  of  my  elec- 
toral troops  ;  that  a  larger  number  of  the  effablifhed  forces  of 
this  kingdom,  may  be  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  its  authori- 
ty.    When  the  deluded  multitude,  againfl  whom  this  force  will 
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be  directed,  fhall  become  fenfible  of  their  error,  I  fhall  be  ready 
to  receive  the  mifled  with  tendernefs  and  mercy.  I  fhall  give 
authority  to  certain  perfons  to  grant  general  or  particular  par- 
dons and  indemnities,  in  fuch  manner,  and  to  fuch  perfons,  as 
they  fhall  think  fit,  and  to  receive  the  fubmiffion  of  any  province 
which  fhall  be  difpofed  to  return  to  its  allegiance.  It  may  alfo 
be  proper  to  authorife  the  perfons  fo  cornmiffioned  to  reftore 
fuch  province,  fo  returning  to  its  allegiance,  to  the  free  exercife 
of  its  trade  and  commerce,  and  to  the  fame  protection  and  fecu- 
rityas  if  fuch  province  had  never  revolted."  When  an  addrefs 
to  his  majefty  in  anfwer  to  the  fpeech,  had  been  moved  and  fe- 
conded  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  lord  John  Cavendifh  moved 
for  an  amendment ;  which  occafioned  a  long  debate,  that  was 
carried  on  with  the  utmoft  eagernefs  and  unceafing  energy  on 
both  fides.  The  employment  of  foreign  troops  to  reduce  Ame- 
rica, was  an  object,  animadverted  upon  by  oppofition  with  pecu- 
liar violence  and  indignation. 

General  Conway  though  in  place,  oppofed  adminiftration :  and 
condemned,  in  the  molt  decifive  terms,  the  American  war,  de- 
claring it  to  be  cruel,  unneceffary  and  unnatural — calling  it  in 
plain  terms,  a  butchery  of  his  fellow  fubjecls.  He  reprobated 
every  idea  of  conquering  America,  upon  all  the  grounds  of  juftice 
expediency,  and  practicability.  He  declared  in  the  molt  unre- 
ferved  terms  againft  the  right  of  taxation,  and  wifhed  to  fee  the 
declaratory  law  repealed  (though  it  had  paired  under  his  own  au- 
fpices  when  in  adminiftration)  rather  than  it  fhould  be  employed 
to  colour  defigns,  the  moft  oppofite  to  the  intentions,  publicly 
declared,  of  thofe  who  fupported  it  in  parliament,  and  particu- 
larly oppofite  to  the  fulleft  declaration  of  his  own  at  the  time  of 
his  moving  it.  The  miniftry  made  as  good  a  defence  as  their 
caufe  would  admit;  and  pleaded,  "  We  are  now  in  a  fituation 
which  doth  not  afford  a  poflibility  of  receding  without  fhame, 
ruin  and  difgrace."  Lord  North  acknowledged,  that  he  had 
been  deceived ;  that  he  did  not  imagine  that  all  America  would 
have  armed  in  the  caufe.  Adminiftration,  he  faid,  proceeded  upon 
the  information  they  had  received;  if  other  gentlemen  were  in 
poffeffion  of  better,  why  did  they  not  communicate  it?  Admi- 
niftration had  oppofite  information,  but  they  adhered  to  that 
which  came  from  perfons  whole  intereft  made  them  parties  with 
the  inclinations  of  miniftry.  That  which  they  neglecled,  as  pro- 
ceeding from  miltake  or  a  wrong  bias,  they  now  find  to  have 
been  the  trueit. 

The  fpace  of  a  whole  night  was  confumed  in  the  debates, 
upon  the  royal  fpeech :  it  was  near  five  in  the  morning 
when  the    motion    made  by  the  oppofition    was  rejected  by 
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278,  againft  108  ;  after   which  the  addrefs  was  carried  without 
a  divifion. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  debate  on  the  addrefs  was  alfo  long 
imd  warm.  The  Duke  of  Grafton  fuddenly  and  unexpectedly 
quitted  adminiftration.  He  went  into  a  decifive  condemnation 
of  all  the  afts  of  government  for  fome  time  paft  with  refpeel  to 
America,  as  well  as  of  the  meafures  held  out  by  the  fpeech.  He 
declared,  that  he  had  been  deceived  and  milled  upon  that  fubjeft  ; 
and  that,  by  the  withholding  of  information  and  the  mifrepre- 
fentment  of  facls,  he  had  been  induced  to  lend  his  countenance 
to  meafures  which  he  never  approved;  and  that  he  was  blindly 
led  to  give  a  fupport  to  the  one  of  coercing  America,  from  a 
firm  perfuafion  held  out,  that  irmtters  would  never  come  to  an 
extremity  of  that  nature,  and  that  an  appearance  of  coercion  was 
all  that  was  requifite  to  eftablifh  a  reconciliation.  He  aflerted.that 
nothing  lefs  than  a  total  repeal  of  all  the  American  laws,  which 
had  been  paffed  fmce  1763,  could  now  reftore  peace  and  happi- 
nefs.  The  lords  in  adminiftration  did  not  deny  the  imperfect - 
nefs  of  their  information  in  fome  matters,  but  pleaded  the  im- 
practicability of  obtaining  fuch  knowledge  as  might  have  pre- 
vented feveral  disappointments.  They  were  obliged  to  depend 
upon  the  fagacity  and  judgment,  of  thofe  whom  they  trufted. — 
They  had  taken  all  pofiible  pains  to  proceed  upon  fure  grounds. 
It  would  be  unjuft  to  make  them  anfwerable  for  failures,  which 
were  occafioned  by  events  totally  unexpe&ed  by  the  fhrewdell 
perfons  upon  the  {pot:  to  fuch  alone  mult  be  attributed  the  ge- 
neral want  of  fuccefs  in  the  plans  purfued  in  the  courfe  of  the 
prefent  year.  There  were  two  remarkable  inftances  of  this  kind; 
the  one  was  the  total  alteration  of  circumftances  in  the  province 
of  New-York ;  the  other  was  the  implicit  acquiefcence  of  the 
femthern  colonies  in  the  views  and  arrangements  of  the  north- 
ern. Thefe  were  events  that  accelerated  with  irrefiftible  rapidi- 
ty the  revolution  of  affairs  through  the  continent,  and  equally 
furprifed  the  minillry,  who  from  their  intelligence,  could  be 
nowife  apprehenfive  of  fuch  an  unhappy  turn.  The  defeftion 
of  New-York  they  imputed  to  its  being  compelled  into  meafures 
by  the  Connefticut  infurgents,  which  the  people  there  would 
never  have  otherwife  adopted.  They  pleaded,  "  We  muft  ei- 
ther reduce  the  colonies  to  fubmiflion,  or  for  ever  relinquiih  all 
dominion  over  them,  and  all  advantage  from  North-America." 
The  motion  for  the  addrefs  was  at  length  carried  by  76  votes 
againft  33.  But  a  proteft  againft  it  was  drawn  up,  and  figned 
by  nineteen  peers.  In  that  they  condemned  the  war  commen- 
ced againft  America,  with  the  utmoft  freedom  and  afperity ;  aw! 
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alfo  cenfured  with  equal  feverity,  the  employing  of  foreign  troops 
and  various  other  parts  of  the  minifterial  conduct. 

As  none  of  the  meafures  adopted  by  adminiftration  gave  more 
umbrage  than  the  employment  of  the  Hanoverian  troops,  oppo- 
fition determined  to  bring  it  before  parliament,  in  the  molt  fo- 
lemn  and  ferious  manner.  A  motion  was  accordingly  made  in. 
the  houfe  of  lords,  declaring  that  to  employ  foreign  troops,  with- 
out the  previous  confent  of  parliament,  was  dangerous  and  un- 
conftitutional,  as  being  clearly  againlt  law.  In  the  debate  which 
followed,  various  arguments  were  ufed  for  and  againft  the.  le- 
gality of  introducing  foreign  forces  into  the  kingdom  or  its  do- 
pendencies,  without  confent  of  parliament.  As  an  aft  of  indem- 
nity would  have  been  a  recognifancc  of  its  illegality,  it  was  flu-* 
diouflv  warded  off,  as  well  as  the  motion  itfelf,  which  was  de- 
feated by  the  previous  queltion,  carried  by  a  majority  of  75  to 
32.  In  the  houfe  of  commons,  the  debates  on  this  fubjeft  were 
no  lefs  elaborate,  and  confilted  of  much  the  fame  reafonings. — 
The  motion  was  fimilar  to  that  in  the  houfe  of  lordsr  and  was 
loft  in  like  manner,  81  for,  and  203  againft  it.  Thus  was  a 
queftion,  of  which  the  magnitude  is  equal  to  that  of  any  other 
fundamental  point  in  the  conftitution,  put  off  to  future  decifion. 
While  it  was  in  agitation,  an  incomparable  majority  of  the  pub- 
lic agreed  in  the  opinion  adopted  by  the  oppofition.  However 
they  might  differ  concerning  meafures  to  be  purfued  refpefting 
America,  they  cordially,  united  with  them  in  condemning  the  ad- 
miffion  of  foreign  troops  into  the  kingdom,  or  its  dependencies, 
without  the  exprefs  aflent  of  parliament. 

That  the  defigns  of  the  Americans  might  be  completely  frus- 
trated, it  was  propofed  in  a  committee  of  fupply,  that  the  naval 
cfrablifhment  of  failors  and  marines,  fhould  be  augmented  to 
28,000  men ;  and  that  the  number  of  (hips  of  war  on  the  Ame- 
rican flation  fhould  amount  to  eighty.  The  land  forces  were  to 
confifl.  of  25,000  of  the  felectcd  troops  in  the  ferviee.  Thefe 
formidable  preparations  called  up  the  attention  of  feveral  princi- 
pal members  in  the  oppofition.  In  order,  if  poffible,  to  render 
the  operations  of  war  unneceffary,  k  was  propofed  to  facilitate 
the  means  of  reconciliation.  [Nov.  7.]  To  this  purpofc,  Mr. 
T.  Luttrell  moved  for  an  addrefs  to  his  majeliy,  "  humbly  re- 
queuing, that  he  will  authorife  the  commiffioners,  who  may  be 
empowered  to  aft' in  America,  to  receive  propofals  ior  concilia- 
tion from  any  general  convention,  or  congrefs,  or  oilier  collec- 
tive body,  that  fhall  be  found  rnoft  perfectly  to  convey  the  fenti- 
ments  of  one  or  more  of  the  feveral  continental  cplo^ies,  fnf- 
pending  all  inquiry  into  the  leg.\I  or  illegal  forms  under  which 
fuch  colony  or  colonies  may  be  difpofed  to  treat,  as  the  molf  ef- 
fectual 
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feftual  means  to  prevent  the  further  effuMon  of  blood,  and  to  re- 
concile the  honor  and  permanent  intereil  of  Great-Britain,  with 
the  requifitions  of  his  majefty's  American  fubjects.  The  motion 
was  feconded,  but  when  the  queltion  was  put,  it  paffed  in  the 
negative  without  a  divifion.  Lord  Barrington,  in  ftating  the  arr 
my  estimates,  obfervedthat  the  number  of  effeftive  men  in  the*ar- 
mv  atBoftonby  the  laft  returns,  was  7415  ;  but  that  the  forces  in 
America  were  augmented  to  34  battalions,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  upward  of  25,000  men.  This  augmentation  being  confidera- 
ble,  he  thought  it  neoeflary  to  fpeak  a  few  words  on  the  fubjeft. 
He  faid,  he  underftood  that  the  idea  of  taxation  was  entirely  given 
up,  and  that  being  the  cafe,  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  fecure 
the  conftitutional  dependence  of  that  country.  The  general  plan 
of  adminiftration,  he  believed  to  be,  firft,  to  arm  and  fend  out 
commiffioners  ;  and  then  if  the  Americans  fhould  continue  to 
refift,  to  employ  againft  them  the  whole  power  fent  out  in  for- 
cing them  to  obedience.  His  hint  about  the  idea  of  taxation  be- 
ing entirely  given  up,  alarmed  many  gentlemen,  who  had  fup- 
ported  government  in  their  coercive  meafures,  with  a  view, 
and  in  a  firm  perfuafion,  that  the  revenue  to  be  drawn  from 
America,  would,  in  a  proportionable  degree,  leiTen  their  owa 
burdens. 

Neither  the  fecretary  of  ftate  who  received  the  congreflional 
petition  brought  by  governor  Penn,  nor  any  other  miniiter,  or 
perfon  in  authority,  had  fince  his  arrival  propofcd  a  fingle  quef- 
tion  to  him,  or  defired  the  fmallefl  information  from  him.  This 
circumftance  gave  countenance  to  the  charge,  that  a  fyftem  had 
been  chalked  out  for  minilters,  which  they  were  obliged  blindly 
to  purfue,  and  to  aft  in,  merely  as  machines,  without  being  at 
liberty  to  form  an  opinion,  as  to  juftice,  eligibility,  or  confe- 
rence. [Nov.  10.]  The  duke  of  Richmond  procured  however 
an  examination  of  governor  Penn before  the  houfe  of  lords.  It 
appeared  from  his  examination — Thatcongrefs  was  in  the  higheff. 
veneration  imaginable  by  all  ranks  and  orders  of  men  : — That  he 
believed  implicit  obedience  was  paid  to  their  refokitions  through 
all  the  provinces : — That  in  Pennfylvania  20,000  effective  men 
had  voluntarily  enrolled  themfelvcs  to  enter  into  aftual  fervice  if 
necefTity  required  ;  and  that  among  them  were  perfons  of  the 
moll  refpectable  character  in  the  province  : — That  he  prefumed 
the  major  part  were  in  flourifhinp"  fituations  : — That  befide  thefe 
20,000,  there  were  4,000  minute-men,  whofe  duty  was  pointed 
on?  by  their  description.  They  were  to  be  ready  for  fervice  at 
a  minute's  warning  : — That  the  Pennfylvanians  perfectly  under- 
ftood the  art  of  making  gun-powder  : — That  they  had  made  that, 
and  fait-petre  : — That  the  art  of  calling  cannon  had  been  carried 
to  great  perfection  ; — That  fm.aH  arms  had  been  made  to  as  great 
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a  degree  of  perfection  as  could  be  imagined  : — That  the  Ameri- 
cans were  equally  expert  with  the  Europeans  in  {hip-building  : — . 
That  he  was  fare  the  language  of  congrefs  exprefled  the  fenfe  of 
the  people  of  America  in  general,  as  far  as  it  applied  to  Pennfyl- 
vania  ;  and  for  the  other  provinces  he  affirmed  the  fame,  though 
from  information  only  : — That  the  petition  which  he  had  prefent- 
cd  to  the  king,  had  been  confidcred  as  an  olive  branch,  and  that 
he  had  been  complimented  by  his  friends  as  the  meffenger  of 
peace  : — That  he  imagined  the  Americans,  who  placed  much  re- 
liance on  the  petition,  would  be  driven  to  defperation  by  its  non- 
fuccefs  : — That  he  was  apprehenfive,  that  fooner  than  yield  to 
what  were  fuppofed  to  be  the  unjuft  claims  of  Great-Britain,  the 
Americans  would  take  the  refolution  of  calling  in  the  aid  of  fo- 
reign afliftance  : — and  That,  in  his  opinion,  the  neglect  with 
which  the  laft  petition  was  treated,  would  induce  the  Americans 
to  refign  all  hopes  of  pacific  negociations.  When  he  was  after- 
ward crofs-examined,  he  anfwered  to  foine  queltions  put  to  him  ; 
— That  except  in  the  cafe  of  taxation,  he  apprehended,  the  Ame- 
ricans would  have  no  objection  to  acknowledge  the  fovereignty 
of  Great-Britain  : — That  he  knew  nothing  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  congrefs,  they  were  generally  tranfacted  under  the  feal  of  fe- 
crecy~: — and  That  in  cafe  a  formidable  force  fhould  be  fent  over 
to  America  in  fupport  of  government,  he  did  not  imagine  there 
were  many,  who  would  openly  profefs  fub«iiflion  to  the  autho- 
rity of  parliament.  When  governor  Penn  had  withdrawn,  the 
duke  of  Richmond,  after  ("peaking  a  tew  words,  moved,  "  That 
the  matter  of  the  American  petition  affords  ground  for  concilia- 
tion of  the  unhappy  difference  fubfifting  between  the  mother 
country  and  the  colonics,  and  that  it  is  highly  neceffary  that  pro- 
per ffeps  be  immediately  taken  for  attaining  fo  defirable  an  ob- 
ject." After  a  long  and  violent  debate,  the  motion  in  favor  of 
the  petition  was  rejected,  by  a  divitioia  of  86,  againft  33,  includ- 
ing proxies. 

The  houfe  of  commons  was  filled  with  no  lefs  altercation  in 
confequence  of  the  demands  for  the  fupplies  on  account  of  the 
American  war.  The  land-tax  was  to  be  raifed  to  four  lhiliings  in 
the  pound.  This  augmentation  occafioned  the  country  gentlemen 
to  turn  their  attention  to  an  object  particularly  interesting  to  them- 
felves.  They  had  fupported  coercive  meaiurcs,  in  expectation 
that  a  revenue  would  arife  from  the  colonies,  to  lefTcn  the  weight 
of  the  burdens  with  which  this  country  is  loaded.  Actuated  by 
fuch  hope,  they  were  willing  to  advance  money,  while  they  had 
a  profpeet  of  being  relieved  from  exactions  in  future,  by  contri- 
butions 10  be  drawn  from  America.  It  was  therefore  with  no 
imall  furprifc  and  concern,  that  thev  obferved.  bv  the  language 
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of  miniflry,  that  the  idea  of  taxation  was  in  a  manner  abandon- 
ed as  inexpedient,  or  impracticable.  They  declared,  that  if  that 
effential  object  was  relinquifhed,  they  alfo  fhould  recede  from 
their  intention  of  granting  money  for  the  profecuting  of  a  con- 
teft,  from  which  no  fubftantial  benefits  were  to  be  derived  ;  and 
which  was  attended  with  an  expence,  that  nothing  but  the  well- 
founded  expectation  of  large  pecuniary  future  emoluments  could 
encourage  them  to  fupport.  Thefedifcontents  of  the  landed  gen- 
tlemen were  a  ferious  alarm  to  miniflry.  The  only  method  of 
pacifying  them  was  a  folemn  afTurance,  that  the  intention  of  ob- 
taining a  revenue  from  America  had  never  been  dropped.  What- 
ever language  might  have  been  held  on  this  fubjeft,  no  more  was 
meant,  than  that  in  times  of  fo  much  trouble  and  confufion,  it 
was  not  advifable  to  mix  that  with  other  caufes  of  diflenfion  and 
clamor  in  the  colonies  :  but,  though  abandoned  for  the  prefent, 
the  idea  fully  fubfifted  in  profpe£t.  This  explanatory  anfwer  having 
quieted  the  country  gentlemen,  the  land-tax  was  fixed  at  four 
fhillings  in  the  pound,  bv  a  majority  of  four  to  one. 

An  addrefs,  petition,  and  memorial,  has  been  tranfmitted  from 
the  representatives  of  Nova-Scotia  to  the  king  and  parliament,  in 
confequence  of  the  minifler's  conciliatory  propofition  during  the 
la  ft  feflion.  It  propofes  the  raifing  of  a  revenue  in  the  colony, 
by  paying  a  certain  fixed  fum  in  the  hundred  on  the  importation 
of  foreign  goods.  By  which  regulation  the  revenue  will  always 
bear  a  due  proportion  to  the  wealth  and  confumption  of  the  co- 
lon}-. The  rate  of  this  duty  is  to  be  afcertained  by  parliament, 
and  to  remain  unalterably  fixed  :  the  only  future  regulation  to  be 
allowed  is,  for  making  the  duty  correfpond  with  the  compara- 
tive value  of  money  at  the  time  the  rates  are  fettled.  But  it  prays, 
"  that  when  the  exigencies  of  the  flate  may  require  any  further 
fuppJiea  from  this  province,  that  then  fuch  requifitions  may  be 
made  in  the  ufual  manner  formerly  praclifed  ;"  by  which  the  pe- 
titioners evidently  mean  to  fecure  to  themfelves  the  right  of  grant- 
ing their  own  money  in  all  fuch  exigencies.  It  alfo  contains  a 
lift  of  grievances  of  which  they  entreat  the  redrefs,  while  they 
intimate  the  heceflky  of  fuch  redrefs  to  infure  a  permanent  con- 
nection, and  to  retain  the  affeclions  of  the  people. 

As  the  petition  propofed  the  raifing  of  a  revenue  under  the  di- 
rection of  parliament,  [Nov.  15.]  adminiflration  received  it;  and 
on  the  day  appointed  thehoufeof  commons  went  into  a  commit- 
tee upon  it ;  when  upon  the  motion  of  lord  North  it  was  refolv- 
ed,  "  That  the  propofition  in  the  petition  is  fit  to  be  accepted, 
and  that  the  amount  of  the  duty  fhould  be  eight  pounds  per  centum, 
upon  all  fuch  commodities  ;" — That  on  the  formal  fettlement  of 
tins  matter,  all  other  taxes  and  duties  fhould  ceafe,  fuCh  only  ex- 
cepted 
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cepted  as  regulated  commerce ;  the  produce  of  which  was  to  be 
carried  to  the  account  of  the  province  : — and  that  a  direct  im- 
portation into  Nova-Scotia,  of  all  wines,  oranges,  lemons,  cur- 
rants and  raifins,  from  the  place  of  their  growth  and  produce, 
fhould  be  admitted.  A  fortnight  after,  the  refolutions  were  re- 
ported, with  a  view  to  frame  a  bill  agreeable  to  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners.  But  a  multiplicity  of  greater  objects  engaging  the 
time  and  attention  of  the  minifters,  and  further  confideration, 
occafioned  a  total  relinquishment  of  this  bufinefs. 

[Nov.  16.J  The  rapidity  with  which  miniftry  carried  all  their 
meafures,  did  not  prevent  Mr.  Burke's  moving  for  a  conciliatory 
bill.  The  motion  was  prefaced  by  a  petition  from  the  principal 
clothing  towns  in  the  county  of  Wilts  ;  and  that  was  intended  to 
counteract  another,  which  had  been  procured  for  a  contrary  pur- 
pofe,  and  to  prevent  (in  the  petitioners  words)  the  dreadful  ef- 
fects which  might  arife  from  fuch  mifreprefentation  being  con- 
veyed to  parliament.  The  debate  that  followed  was  not  ter- 
minated till  four  in  the  morning,  when  the  previous  queition 
being  put,  the  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  210,  10 

to5- 

Some  days  alter,  the  bill  for  prohibiting  all  intercourfe  with 

the  Thirteen  United  Colonies  was  brought  into  parliament.  You 
will  have  received  it  long  before  you  can  get  this  letter ;  and  muft 
have  obferved,  that  commiffioners,  whom  it  enables  the  crown 
to  appoint,  have  only  the  power  of  (imply  granting  pardons,  but 
are  not  authorifed  to  enquire  into  grievances,  much  lefs  to  offer 
the  redrefs  of  them.  This  bill  routed  immediately  the  utmofl  fury 
of  oppofition  ;  but  the  miniftry  were  prepared  to  meet  it  without 
being  moved  from  the  ground  they  had  taken.  In  the  courfe  of 
the  various  arguments  and  methods  of  reafoning  employed  agaTnft 
the  bill,  no  few  farcafms  were  introduced.  Among  others,  it 
was  obferved  by  one  of  its  ftauncheft  oppofers,  that  the  guardian 
gemus  of  America  had  that  day  prefided  with  full  influence  in  the 
midlL  of  the  Britifh  councils.  He  had  infpired  the  meafures, 
that  had  been  refolved  upon  by  thofe  who  directed  the  affairs  of 
the  country.  They  were  evidently  calculated  to  anfwer  all  the 
purpofes,  which  the  molt  violent  Americans,  and  their  molt  zea- 
lous adherents  could  propofe,  by  inducing  the  people  in  the  co- 
lonies to  unite,  in  the  molt  inflexible  determination,  to  call  off 
all  dependence  on  this  government,  and  to  eftabliih  a  free  and  in- 
dependent itate  of  their  own.  He  therefore  moved,  that  the  title 
ot  the  bill  Ihould  be  altered,  and  worded  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
Ihould  exprefs  its  real  intent  and  meaning  ;  in  which  cafe  he  was 
of  opinion,  it  fhould  be  ftiled  a  bill  for  carrying  more  effectually 
into  execution  the  refolves  of  congrefs.  After  a  long  and  vehe- 
ment 
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jnent  altercation,  the  motion  for  the  bill  was  carried,  [Dec.  1  i.J 
by  192  votes  againft  64. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  opposition  to  the  bill  was  no  Jefs 
keen  and  fevere.  It  was  reprobated  as  neither  equitable,  expe- 
dient or  poliiic.  This  bill  (it  was  faid)  completes  the  meafure  of 
that  feverity  which  refufes  to  hften  to  the  representations  of  a  peo- 
ple, who  pcrfift  in  fpite  of  ill  treatment,  to  call  themfelves  the 
fubje61s  of  Great-Britain  ;  and  who  implore  its  clemency  to  fuf- 
pend  the  fword  lifted  to  itrike  them,  till  one  more  hearing  has 
been  granted  them. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  famous  debate,  it  was  obferved  by  a  great 
law  lord,  that  the  queilion  of  original  right  or  wrong,  was  not 
fo  much  to  be  attended  to,  as  the  indifpenfible  neceflity  of  felf- 
defence.  We  are  now  engaged  in  a  war,  and  inuft  exert  our- 
felves  to  profecute  it  with  fuccefs.  The  critical  fituation  of  our 
circumflances  compels  us  to  fight.  The  laconic  fpeech,  which  a 
Scotch  general  in  the  army  of  Guftavus  Adolphus  made  to  his 
foldiers,  is  precifely  applicable  to  our  fituation.  Pointing  to  the 
enemy  he  faid,  "  See  you  thofe  men,  kill  them,  my  lads,  or  they 
will  kill  you."  After  a  conteft  which  lalted  till  midnight,  the 
motion  for  the  commitment  of  the  bill  was  carried  by  a  divifion 
of  78  to  1C/. 

It  was  followed  by  a  p  rote  ft  of  unufual  length,  and  great  ener- 
gy, wherein  it  underwent  a  levere  Scrutiny.  A  minute  investiga- 
tion was  made  of  every  obnoxious  part,  and  no  cenfures  were 
fpared  of  "which  it  was  thought  deferring.  The  protefting  peers 
were  Richmond,  Ponfonby,  Fitzwilliam,  Abergavenny,  Rock- 
ingham, Chedworth,  Abingdon,  and  Manchester.  We  dilfent, 
fey  they,  in  one  place,  "  Becaufe  we  sejefct  with. indignation  that 
claufe  of  this  bill,  which  by  a  refinement  in  tyranny,  and  in  a 
fcntence  woiTe  than  death,  obliges  the  unhappy  men,  who  fhali 
be  made  captives  in  this  predatory  war,  to  bear  arms  againfl  their 
families,  kindred,  friends  and  country  ;  and,  after  being  plunder- 
ed themfelves,  to  become  accomplices  in  plundering  their  bre- 
thren." His  majeity  went  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  [Dec.  21.J 
and  gave  his  aflent  to  the  above  bill  •  and  to  others  at  the  fame 
i:nae. 

In  the  courfe  ofthe  debates  upon  the  American  bufmefs,  the 
great  importance  of  the  colonies  to  the  mother  country  was  urg- 
ed, by  the  miniftrv,  as  a  reafon  for  exerting  the  force  of  the  ua- 
tion  in  order  to  reduce  them  to  obedience,  though  upon  other 
occafions  they  had  been  fpoken  of  as  tittle  conieqoence.  That 
this  reduction  might  be  the  fooner  and  more  effectually  Secured, 
the  ftates -general  were  foiicited,  by  a  letter  ox  his  majefiy's  owrt 
hand-writing,  to.  difnofe  of  their  Scotch,  brigade,  tafervc  againft 

the 
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the  Americans  the  enfuing  campaign.  The  requefl  however 
was  not  granted.  The  opinion  given  by  John  Derk  van  der 
Cappdle,  in  the  aflembly  of  the  flatesof  Overyffel,  was  pointed- 
Jy  againft  it.  When  entered  upon  his  laft  obfervation,  he  fays, 
"  Though  not  as  principals,  yet  as  auxiliaries,  our  troops  would 
be  employed  toward  fuppreffing  that  (what  fome  pleafe  to  call)  a 
rebellion  in  the  American  colonies ;  for  which  purpofe  I  would 
lather  fee  Janiffaries  hired,  than  troops  of  a  free  ftate." 

"  In  what  an  odious  light  muft  this  unnatural  civil  war  appear 
to  all  Europe  ;  a  war  in  which  even  favages  (if  credit  can  be  giv- 
en to  news-paper  information)  refufe  to  engage :  more  odious 
flill  would  it  appear  for  a  people  to  take  a  part  therein,  who  were 
themfelves  once  flaves,  bore  that  hateful  name,  but  at  laft  had 
fpirit  to  fight  themfelves  free.  But  above  all,  it  muft  appear  fuper- 
latively  deteftable  to  me,  who  think  the  Americans  worthy  of  eve- 
ry man's  efteem,  and  look  on  them  as  a  brave  people,  defend- 
ing in  a  becoming,  manly,  and  religious  manner,  thofe  rights, 
which  as  men  they  derive  from  God,  not  from  the  legiflature  oF 
Great-Britain." 

"  Their  mode  of  proceeding  will,  I  hope,  ferve  as  an  example 
to  every  nation  deprived  by  any  means  of  its  privileges  :  vet  for- 
tunate enough  in  being  able  to  make  fuitable  efforts  toward  re- 
taining or  regaining  them." 

But  though  his  majefly's  requefl  to  their  high  mightineffes 
was  not  complied  with,  his  meflage  to  the  parliament  of  Ireland 
had  met  with  fuccefs,  and  they  had  voted  on  the  25th  of  Novem- 
ber, "  that  4000  troops  out  of  the  12000  voted  for  the  defence 
of  that  kingdom,  be  fpared  for  his  majefty's  fervice  abroad,  (the 
meffage  had  mentioned  America)  the  fame  to  be  no  charge  to 
Ireland  after  quitting  the  kingdom."  But  they  declined  voting, 
"  that  4000  proteltant  troops  be  received  to  replace  the  lijce 
number  fent  abroad;  thefe  likewife  to  be  no  charge  to  Ireland;" 
which  proportion  was  alfo  contained  in  the  meffage. 

[Dec.  29.]  Sir  Peter  Parker  and  Earl  Cornwallis,  with  the 
Acteon  and  thunder  bomb,  failed  from  Portfmouth  for  Corke, 
to  convoy  the  troops  and  tranfports  there  to  America.  The  Ac- 
teon put  into  Falmouth,  and  took  on  board  col.  Ethan  Allen 
and  his  fellow  prifoners,  who  had  been  confined  in  Pendennis 
Caflie,  Cornwall:  from  whence  they  were  removed  by  directi- 
on of  government,  upon  a  difcovery,  that  there  was  ah  intenti- 
on ot  bringing  them  before  the  proper  magiftrate,  by  the  habeas 
corpus  act,  in  order  to  afcertain,  whether  they  were  legally 
chargeable  with  any  crime,  that  could  warrant  their  confine- 
ment. No  affiftance  was  given  to  Allen  in  England;  but  when 
the  fhip  arrived  at  Corke,  a  fubfeription  for  hiin  was  begun  in 

Ireland,, 
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Ireland,  and  an  ample  fupply  of  neceffaries  given  him,  of  which 
he  and  his  friends  were  in  great  need.  About  the  20th  of  January, 
1776,  the  fleet  and  tranfports  were  ready  to  fail ;  but  the  lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland,  doubting  his  power  of  permitting  the 
troops  to  go,  a  claufe,  giving  particular  leave  on  this  occafion, 
was  inferted  in  one  of  the  Irilh  bills.  When  the  bill  came  to 
England,  the  claufe  was  ftruck  out  upon  the  idea,  "  that  the 
king  had  a  right  by  his  prerogative  to  fend  the  troops."  The 
lord  lieutenant  flill  retaining  his  doubts,  the  claufe  was  inferted 
in  another  bill,  which  was  hurried  through  with  all  pofftble  dif- 
patch.  But  fo  much  time  was  loll  by  this  affair,  that  it  was  the 
13th  of  February  before  the  fleet  could  fail.  It  confined  of 
forty-three  fail,  and  about  2500  troops.  On  the  18th  they  met 
with  a  terrible  ftorm  that  difperfed  them.  Some  of  their  tranf- 
ports put  back  to  Corke,  others  got  into  Plymouth,  Portfmouth, 
and  the  Weftern  ports.  The  Carcafs  bomb  got  into  Portf- 
mouth: When  fhe  parted  with  Sir  Peter  he  had  only  twenty-five 
fail  with  him.  It  is  generally  thought,  he  is  deftined  for  the 
middle  or  fouthern  colonies. 

A  fingle  rifleman  taken  prifoner  and  brought  over  to  England, 
being  carried  before  the  mayor  to  be  examined  was  difmiffed ; 
as  no  crime  was  charged  upon  him,  of  which  that  magiftrate 
could  take  cognizance. 

His  majefty  having  entered  into  treaty  with  the  landgrave  of 
Hcjfe-Caffd,  the  duke  of  Bnmfwick,  and  other  German  princes, 
for  17000  men,  to  be  employed  in  America,  Lord  North  mov- 
ed, [Feb.  29.J  "  that  thefe  treaties  be  referred  to  the  committee 
of  fupply."  The  troops  were  reprefented  as  equal  to  any  in 
Europe  for  the  regularity  of  their  difcipline :  and  one  reafon 
affigned  for  hiring  them,  was,  that  men  could  be  more  readily 
had  that  way  than  by  recruiting  at  home,  and  upon  the  whole  on 
cheaper  terms.  But  the  meafure  of  employing  foreign  auxilia- 
ries was  reprobated  in  all  its  parts  by  oppofition :  however,  after 
debating  till  paft  two  in  the  morning,  his  lordlhip's  motion  was 
agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  242  to  88.  When  the  treaties  came 
before  the  houfe  of  lords,  they  met  with  equal  oppofition.  The 
duke  of  Richmond  moved  for  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  requeft- 
ing  him  to  countermand  the  march  of  the  German  auxiliaries, 
and  to  give  immediate  orders  for  a  fufpenfion  of  hoflilities  in 
America,  in  order  to  lav  a  foundation  fox  a  treaty,  to  compofe 
the  differences  between  Great-Britain  and  her  colonies.  He 
took  an  hi  llorical  view  of  the  treaties  between  the  Britilh  and 
Heffian  court  for  many  years  paft  ;  mowing  that  this  had  gra- 
dually rifen  in  its  demands,  in  every  fucceffive  treaty.  The  pre- 
fent  was  faid  to  have  exceeded  all  the  former  in  the  exorbitancy 

of 
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of  its  conditions.  He  afTerted,  from  the  calculations  he  bad 
made,  that  the  body  of  17^300  foreigners,  taken  into  Britifb. 
pay,  would,  including  all  contingencies,  occafion  an  expence  of 
no  lefs  than  1,500,0001.  within  the  courfe  of  a  twelve  month. — 
It  was  faid  in  the  debates — the  colonies  are  to  be  devoted  to  the 
horrors  of  war,  and  to  be  treated  as  a  nation  from  which  we 
have  experienced  every  kind  of  contumelious  ufage.  Unprovid- 
ed with  a  fufficient  number  of  troops  for  the  cruel  purpofes  de- 
figned,  or  unable  to  prevail  upon  the  natives  of  this  country  to 
lend  their  hands  to  fuch  a  fanguinary  bufinefs,  miniilers  have 
applied  to  thofe  foreign  princes  who  trade  in  human  blood,  and 
hired  armies  of  mercenaries  for  the  work  of  deftruftion.  An 
army  of  foreigners  is  now  to  be  introduced  into  the  Britifb.  do- 
minions, not  to  proteel  them  from  invafion,  not  to  deliver  them 
from  the  ravages  of  an  hoflile  armv,  but  to  affift.  one  half  of  the 
inhabitants  in  maffacring  the  other.  This  foreign  connection 
will  be  productive  of  the  moft  fatal  events.  Hitherto  this  un-' 
happy  difpute  has  been  confined  to  the  people  of  the  Britifh  em- 
pire :  the  colonies  have  not  fhown  a  difpofition  for  the  calling 
in  of  any  other  nation  as  an  umpire.  They  apparently  depend 
upon  thcmlelves  for  its  fupport  and  termination  ;  and  do  not, 
in  all  probability,  imagine  tnat  we  can  be  fo  imprudent  as  to  af- 
fociate  others  to  our  domeftic  feuds.  But  when  they  fee  that 
we  have  a  recourfe  to  this  odious  expedient,  they  will  no  longer 
think  themfelves  bound  to  ftand  fingly  in  the  contefl  :  they  will 
after  our  example  apply  to  ftiangers  for  affiftance.  They  will 
connecti  themfelves  with  fuch,  1  as  inftead  of  requiring  fubfidies, 
will  fupply  them  with  men  and  money — fuch  as  will  efpoufe 
their  quarrel,  not  from  mercenary  motives ;  but  from  hoflile 
confederations  to  this  covntrv,  from  ancient  habits  of  inveteracy, 
from  a  thirfl  of  revenge  for  the  lofles  and  humiliations  occafion- 
ed  by  our  arms. 

The  plea  of  neceffity  was  the  conftant  fhield  with  which  the 
mindhy  covered  all  the  meafures  that  had  been  lately  adop- 
ted. But  with  regard  to  the  prefent,  they  afTerted — Treat- 
ing with  foreign  princes  for  the  loan  of  their  troops,  is  far  from 
being  detrimental ;  the  terms  are  not  exorbitant,  confidering 
how  indifpenfibly  they  were  known  to  be  wanted,  the  extraor- 
dinary fervice  they  are  to  go  upon,  the  lands  and  feas  they  are 
to  traverfe  in  going  forth  and  coming  home,  and  the  great  un- 
certainty of  their  return.  The  computation  of  the  expences  at- 
tending them  are  over-rated.  But  had  the  expence  been  great- 
er, the  emergency  is  fuch  that  we  muff  have  complied  with  any 
terms  demanded.  The  Americans  have  thrown  themfelves  out 
of  our  protection,  and  are  become  ftiangers ;  fo  that  we  fhould 

not 
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not  fcruple  to  employ  againft  them,  both  our  own  forces  and 
thofe  of  our  allies.  Little  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  coun- 
tenance that  foreign  powers  may  give  to  America  :  it  is  fo  evi- 
dent, that  their  plainefl  interefl  militates  againfl  their  undertak- 
ing the  defence  of  the  colonies,  that  it  is  not  a  fubjeel:  deferving 
of  difcuffion. 

After  violent  debates,  the  queftion  was  carried  in  favor  of 
miniftry  by  100  votes  to  32.  But  not  without  a  proteft,  where- 
in the  lords  fay,  "  We  have  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  when  the 
colonies  come  to  underftand,  that  Great-Britain  is  forming  al- 
liances and  hiring  foreign  troops  for  their  deftru£Kon,  they  may 
think  they  are  well  juftified,  by  the  example,  in  endeavouring 
to  avail  themfelves  of  the  like  afliftance;  and  that  France,  Spain, 
Pruffia,  or  other  powers  of  Europe,  may  think  they  have  as  good 
a  right  as  Heffe,  Brunfwick,  and  Hanau,  to  interfere  in  our 
domeftic  quarrels."  When  this  bufinefs  was  decided,  another 
came  on,  which  occafioned  no  lefs  ferment.  The  fecretary  of 
war  gave  notice,  [March  11.J  thar  the  fum  of  845,0001.  would 
be  neceffary  to  defray  the  extraordinary  expences  from  the 
commencement  of  March  the  preceding  year,  to  the  end  of  Iaft 
January.  This  information  excited  one  of  the  moft  violent 
iiorms  of  oppofition  ever  known.  "  Never,  faid  they,  was  fo 
vaft  a  demand  for  contingent  expences  incurred  in  fo  fhort  a 
time."  From  the  various  calculations  made  on  this  occafion, 
they  inferred,  that  no  lefs  than  one  hundred  pounds  a  man  had 
been  expended  on  the  garrifon  of  Bolton,  within  lefs  than  the 
terra  of  a  year ;  during  which  time,  they  had  been  reduced  to 
great  extremities,  through  want  of  provifions ;  and  had  endu- 
red a  variety  of  wretchednefs.  The  miniftry,  though  affailed 
with  much  vehemence,  flood  their  ground  upon  the  approbation 
and  authority  of  parliament.  They  argued — As  to  the  expendi- 
ture of  thofe  fums,  which  are  loaded  with  heavy  cenfures,  it 
ought  to  be  remembered,  that  the  operations  they  were  employ- 
ed in,  were  numerous  and  chargeable ;  and  that  the  various  un- 
dertakings which  had  been  refolved  upon,  were  of  fo  novel  and 
difficult  a  nature,  as  to  require  the  moll  refolute  exertions,  and 
the  moll  liberal  fupport.  The  MalTachufetts  had  exercifed  that 
refinance  for  which,  not  imagining  it  would  have  been  carried  to 
fuch  extremities,  they  had  not  made  an  adequate  preparation  : 
but  now  that  nothing  lefs  than  the  moft  daring  and  flubborn  op- 
pofition was  expe&ed  from  the  colonills,  they  fhould  no  longer 
withhold  their  ftrength  ;  but  fhould  put  it  forth  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  would  fhow  that  Britain  was  fullv  able  to  crufh  them.  A  fef- 
fion  or  two  more  of  firmnefs  and  vigor,  would  bring  about  an 
alteration  of  affairs,  and  make  the  colonies  repent  of  the  provo- 
cations 
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cations  they  had  given   to  this  country.     The  motion  for  the 
fupply  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  180  to  57. 

[March  14.]  A  frefh  attempt  was  made  in  the  houfe  of 
lords  to  prevent  a  continuance  of  hoflilities.  The  duke  of  Graf- 
tort  moved,  that  an  addrefs  fhould  be  prefented  to  the  throne, 
requeiling  that,  in  order  to  flop  the  further  effufion  of  blood,  and 
to  manifellthe  fincere  defire  of  king  and  parliament  to  reflore 
peace,  and  redrefs  grievances,  a  proclamation  might  be  iffued, 
declaring,  that  if  the  colonies  fhould  prefent  a  petition  to  the 
commander  in  chief  of  his  majefly's  forces  in  America,  or  to  the 
commiffioners  appointed  for  fuch  purpofes,  fetting  forth  what 
they  confidered  to  be  their  jufl  rights  and  real  grievances,  the 
king  would  content  to  a  fufpenfion  of  arms,  and  refer  their  peti- 
tion to  parliament,  where  they  might  be  confident  it  would  be 
duly  confidered  and  anfwered.  All  the  reafonings  of  thofe  who 
fupported  the  motion  were  totally  ineffectual  :  it  was  rejecled 
by  a  majority  of  near  three  to  one.  Thus  ended  a  debate,  which 
put  a  period,  for  a  while,  to  all  attempts  for  conciliatory  meafures, 
in  either  houfe  of  parliament.  But  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
commons  of  the  city  of  London,  ftill  continued  their  endeavours, 
in  an  humble  and  decent  addrefs,  which  they  prefented  to  his 
majefty.  [March 2 2. j  The  anfwer,  though  not  according  to 
their  petition.  Was  no  wife  irritating  ;  and  expreffed  as  much 
mercy  and  clemency  to  the  Americans,  adjudged  to  be  in  a  flate 
of  rebellion,  as  could  be  expecled,  confidering  what  coercion 
was  going  forward.  Some  of  the  Brunfwick  troops  failed  from 
Spithead  [April  4.]  under  convoy  of  two  men  of  war,  and  were 
followed  the  next  day  by  generals  Burgoyne  and  Phillips ;  Bur- 
goyne  had  left  Boflon  in  December,  and  returned  home  after  a 
fhort  paffage. 

[May  6.J  Letters  patent,  by  his  majefly's  order,  pafTed  un- 
der the  great  feal,  conflicting  lord  Howe  and  general  Howe,  to 
be  his  majefly's  commiflioners  for  refloring  peace  to  the  colonies 
in  North-America,  and  for  granting  pardon  to  fuch  of  his  ma- 
jefly's fubjetls  there,  now  in  rebellion,  as  fhall  deferve  the  royal 
mercy.  The  fame  day,  commodore  Hotham,  with  all  the  tran- 
fports,  having  the  firfi  divifion  of  Heflians  on  board,  failed  from 
St.  Helen's  for  North-America.  The  troops  are  to  affifl  in  for- 
cing the  rebels  to  afk  mercy.  Five  days  after,  his  lordfhip  fol- 
lowed in  the  Eagle  man  of  war. 

According  to  the  eflimates  laid  before  parliament,  the  army  to 
be  employed  againfl  the  Americans,  in  different  quarters,  amounts 
to  5,5,000  men,  befide  all  the  recruits  raifed  in  Canada  and  other 
parts  of  the  continent,  which  may  amount  to  5000.  Thcfe  ef- 
limates rauil  however  have   fuppofed  the  regiments  full.     But 

Vol.  II.  K  after 
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after  deducting  for  deficiencies  in  all  conceivable  ways,  we  may 
allow  the  whole  land  force,  with  which  the  united  colonies  will 
have  to  combat,  to  be  at  leall  40,000  privates  and  officers. 

[May  23.]  His  majefty  went  to  the  houfe  of  peers  ;  gave  his 
royal  alfent  to  fuch  bills  as  were  prefented  ;  and  then  put  an  end 
to  the  leflion.  In  his  fpeech  he  faid,  "  It  is  with  pleafure  I  in- 
form you,  that  the  affurances  which  I  have  received  of  the  dif- 
pofitions  of  the  feveral  powers  in  Europe,  promife  a  continuance 
oi  the  general  tranquillity." 

Many  in  Britain  are  more  than  ever  difgufled  with  coercive 
meafur.es,  from  the  ill  fuccefs  which  has  attended  their  executi- 
on. The  difallers  which  have  happened,  have  made  a  deep  im- 
preffion  upon  their  minds  ;  and  they  are  ready  to  impute  them, 
rather  to  the  iniquity,  than  to  the  imprudence  of  the  fchemes 
in  agitation.  But  admini  fixation  has  been  fupported  by  both 
the  prel's  and  the  pulpit.  Several  pamphlets,  compofed  with 
much  art  and  ability,  and  recommended  by  many  of  the  beau- 
ties of  language,  have  painted  in  black  and  hateful  colours,  the 
claims  and  conduct  of  the  Americans  ;  and  have,  by  that  mean, 
not  a  little  inflamed  the  refentment  of  the  mother  country.  One 

of  the   leading  methodift  preachers,  Mr.  W ,  has  revived 

the  doctrines  of  paffive  obedience  and  non-refi (lance,  nearly  as- 
afferted  in  the  laft  century.  He  declines  praftifing  them  toward 
his  fupenors  in  the  Englifh  church,  of  which  he  profeffes  him- 
felf  a  member.  The  doctors  Johnfon  and  Shebbeare,  as  in  du- 
ty and  gratitude  bound  for  their  refpective  penfions,  have  pub- 
lished many  ingenious  things  on  the  fide  of  miniftry*  But  none 
have  diftinguifhed  themfcives  more  among  the  political  champi- 
ons of  the  day,  than  Dr.  Price.  He  publiihed  in  February  a 
moil  admirable  piece,  ltiled,  "  Obfervations  on  the  nature  of 
civil  liberty,  the  principles  of  government,  and  the  juftice  and 
policy  of  the  American  war."  Such  was  the  avidity  with  which 
it  was  read,  that  it  ran  through  four  editions  within  a  month. 
His  opponents  may  write  againft  it  as  much  as  they  will,  but 
they  will  never  be  able  to  confute  it.  On  the  24th  of  March, 
at  a  court  of  common-council,  a  motion  was  made  and  carried, 
"  That  the  thanks  of  the  court  be  given  to  Dr.  Price,  for  his 
excellent  pamphlet  on  civil  liberty  ;  alfo,  that  the  freedom  of 
the  city  be  prefented  to  him  in  a  gold  box."  Three  days  after, 
at  a  court  ofaiTiftants  of  the  drapers  company,  amotion  was 
made  and  carried  to  prefent  the  doclor  with  the  freedom  of  that 
company.  The  doclor  has  conveyed  his  acknowledgments  to 
the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-council;  andexprelTed 
his  hope  that  their  approbation  would  lead  the  public  to  fix  their 

viewy 
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views  more  on  fuch  meafures  as  fhould  fave  a  finking  conllitu- 
tion,  and  preferve  us  from  impending  calamities. 

You  may  wifh  to  know  the  fentiments  of  the  French  relative 
to  the  American  conteft.  Thofe  of  the  nobility  and  gentry, 
who  are  tolerably  verfed  in  the  Englifli  language,  accuftom  them- 
felves  to  the  reading  of  the  papers  containing  the  difputes  be- 
tween Britain  and  the  colonies.  The  generality  conceive  of  the 
affair  as  a  family  quarrel,  which  the  parties  will  make  up  after 
a  while.  Whatever  they  may  wifh,  as  to  its  continuance  and 
increafe,  and  however  they  may  covertly  contribute  toward  its 
fupport,  they  will  decline,  for  the  prefent,  all  public  interfe- 
rence, and  give  the  mofl  fatisfa&ory  affurances  to  the  court  of 
London,  from  an  apprehenfion  that  both  fides  would  otherwife 
accommodate,  unite  and  fall  upon  them.  Should  the  late  afts 
which  parliament  have  paffed,  and  the  hiring  of  German  auxili- 
aries, force  the  congrefs  into  a  declaration  of  independence, 
they  will  flill  remain  inactive,  whatever  preparations  they  may 
make,  until  fome  very  favorable  occurrence  brings  them  for- 
ward. Till  then,  they  will  not  think  of  taking  the  colonies  by 
the  hand  ;  left  Britain  fhould,  upon  its  being  done,  offer  every 
thing  fhort  of  independence,  and  thereby  unite  them  afrefh  to 
the  mother  country  ;  which  might  difgrace  France  in  the  eyes 
of  other  European  powers,  if  not  expofe  her  to  worfe  confe- 
quences. 

You  will  eafily  conceive  of  my  eager  expectation  of  hearing 
from  you  fhortly.  The  operations  in  America  will  foon  be  ex- 
tremely interefting.  Let  your  informations  be  as  .early  and  fre- 
quent as  poflible. 


LETTER        III. 


Roxbury,  July  19,    1776. 

THE  affairs  of  Canada  fhall  employ  our  firft  attention. 
Sir  Guy  Carleton  has  treated  the  prifoneis,  taken  at  the  at- 
tack of  Quebec,  both  officers  an  1  privates,  with  the  utmoft  hu- 
manity.    In  converfation  with  major   Meigs,  when  returning 

his 
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Jiis  fword,  Sir  Guy  faid,  "  You  were  certainly  deceived  in  our 
numbers,  and  did  not  expeft  we  were  fo  ftrong."  The  major 
anfwered,  "  No,  we  knew  your  ftrength."  Carleton  perfifted, 
"  You  mull  have  been  deceived  :  for  you  never  could  have  at- 
tacked us,  had  you  known  that  we  were  double  your  number." 
The  major  rejoined,  "  We  were  not  deceived  ;  but  were  per- 
fuaded,  that  many  of  your  men  would  not  fight,  and  thought 
that  fome  of  them  might  join  us."  The  difcourfe  was  changed, 
and  foon  ended. 

The  blockade  of  Quebec  was  continued  ;  but  great  were  the 
fears  of  the  Americans,  as  they  had  no  more  than  400  men  to  do 
duty,  while  there  were  upward  of  three  times  the  number  in  the 
city.  They  were  in  daily  expe&ation,  that  the  latter  would  fal- 
]y  out  upon  them.  At  length  capt.  Seaborn,  with  twenty-feven 
men  from  the  Maflachufeits,  arrived  for  their  encouragement; 
Qan.  25/j  and  was  followed  by  other  fmall  reinforcements, 
whereby  they  were  enabled  to  reft  one  night  out  of  two,  which  had 
not  been  the  cafe  for  a  month.  They  advanced,  and  began  again 
to  erett  works  before  Quebec:  but  their  ordnance  proved  inade- 
quate. All  the  troops  that  could  be  fpared  from  thegarrifon  of 
Montreal  were  fent  down  :  but  it  was  not  till  late  in  February, 
that  the  army  before  the  city  amounted  to  960,  officers  included ; 
of  rank  and  file  fit  for  duty,  the  number  was  only  772.  Mr. 
Beaujeuimbodieda  party  of  Canadians,  with  the  defign  of  railing 
the  liege;  but  was  encountered,  and  eafily  difperfed  [Mar.  2^/J 
by  a  detachment  from  the  continentals.  The  mifconduftof  the 
American  foldiery  however,  loft  them  the  friendfhip  of  the  Ca- 
nadians. The  account  forwarded  by  an  officer  was  to  the  follow- 
ing purport — "  When  gen.  Montgomery  firft  penetrated  the 
country,  the  Canadians  were  friendly.  His  moft  unfortunate 
fate  and  other  accidents  have  produced  fuch  a  change,  that  they 
can  be  no  more  looked  upon  as  friends.  Their  clergy  have  been 
ncgle6ted,  perhaps  ill  ufed,  and  fo  are  unanimoufly,  though  pri- 
vately againft  the  Americans.  The  peafantry  in  general  have 
been  mal-treated;  in  fome  inflances  have  been  dragooned  with 
the  point  of  the  bayonet,  to  furnifh  wood  at  a  lower  rate  than 
the  current  price.  Thev  have  had  given  them,  for  articles  fur- 
nifhed,  certificates  which  are  not  legible,  or  are  without  a  figna- 
ture;  fo  that  one  half  of  them  have,  of  confequence,  been  re- 
jected by  the  quarter  mafter-general.  They  have  had  promifes 
of  payment,  without  being  paid ;  and  fo  been  brought  to  look 
upon  the  promifes  as  vague,  their  labour  and  property  as  loft, 
and  congrefs  as  bankrupt.  With  refpecl  to  the  better  fort  of  people 
both  French  and  Engliih,  feven-eighths  with  to  fee  the  throats  of 
the  continentals  cut.     The  whole  country  has  been  left  without 
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any  kind  of  law,  other  than  that  of  the  arbitrary  and  defpotic 
power  of  the  fword  in  the  hands  ot  the  feveral  commanding  offi- 
cers, too  frequently  abufed  in  all  cafes  of  this  nature.  The 
Americans  have  thernfelves  brought  about  by  mifmanagement, 
whatgen.  Carleton  himlelf  could  never  effecT;.  A  prieft's  houfe  has 
been  entered  with  great  violence,  and  his  watch  plundered  from 
him.  At  another  houfe,  the  Americans  ran  in  debt  about  twen- 
ty millings  fterling;  and  becaufe  the  owner  wanted  to  be  paid, 
they  ran  him  through  the  neck  with  the  bayonet.  Women  and 
children  have  been  terrified,  and  forced  to  furnilh  horfes  to  pri- 
vate foldiers  without  any  profpeci  of  pay.  While  the  Canadi- 
ans have  in  this  way  been  alienated  from,  and  imbittered  againft 
the  continentals;  thefe  have  been  praftifing  the  moft  fcandalous 
wafte  of  provifions,  and  by  it,  abfurdly  adding  to  the  danger 
arifing  from  their  other  conduct."  On  the  receipt  of  this  infor- 
mation, congrefs  refolved,  [April  13.]  "  That  inftruftions 
be  fent  to  the  commiffioners,  to  caufe  juftice  to  be  done  to  the 
Canadians  :  and  that  the  commanding  olHcer  in  Canada,  be  di- 
rected to  be  very  attentive  to  military  difcipline,  and  to  infiicl 
exemplary  punifhment  on  all  thofe  who  violate  the  military  re- 
gulations eftabhihed  by  congrefs."  They  had  before  ordered 
four  battalions  to  Canada,  they  now  added  fix  more ;  and  direct- 
ed the  commiffajy  general  to  forward  2000  barrels  of  pork 
thither  with  all  pofliblt;  difpatch. 

While  the  troops  lay  before  Quebec,  they  caught  the  fmall- 
pox  from  a  girl,  who  had  been  a  nurfe  in  the  city  hofpital,  and 
came  out  among  them.  The  diftemper  fpread,  and  the  foldiers 
inoculated  thernfelves  for  their  own  fafety,  regardlefs  of  all  or- 
ders to  the  contrary.  The  reinforcements,  which  were  daily  ar- 
riving, praclifed  the  fame  method :  fo  that  though,  by  the  firft 
of  May,  the  army  confifted  of  more  than  3000  men,  there  were 
not  900  fit  for  duty  at  the  feveral  pofls ;  and  the  whole  were 
greatly  fcattered  for  want  of  barracks.  What  added  to  the  di- 
lirefs,  medicines  and  every  thing  neceffary  for  the  fick  were 
wanted.  This  was  the  fituation  of  the  troops,  when  gen.  Tho- 
mas arrived  to  take  the  command,  but  itill  fomething  was 
attempted.  The  river  about  Quebec  being  fufficiently  cleared 
from  ice,  [May  3.J  the  Americans  took  the  opportunity 
of  the  flood  foi  fending  up  a  fire-fhip,  about  ten  o'clock  at 
night,  in  order  to  fire  the  (hipping;  and  drew  up  ready  to  at- 
tack the  walls,  if  the  fire  fhould  take  place.  Thev  were  provided 
with  ladders  and  their  fcheme  was  well  laid.  Had  it  fucceeded, 
the  garrifon  muft  have  been  thrown  into  great  confufion;  and 
had  that  opportunity  for  making  an  affault  been  embraced,  the 
town  muft  have  been  in  imminent  danger  of  being  taken.  The 
{hip  coming  from  below  was  at  firft  fuppofed  to  be  a  friend,  ar- 
rived 
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rived  from  fea  to  the  relief  of  the  befieged.  Being  night  it  was 
not  till  (he  was  very  near  the  whipping,  that  (he  was  difcovered  to 
be  an  enemy,  when  a  heavy  fire  at  her  commenced ;  the  people 
on  board,  finding  that  they  were  no  longer  concealed,  lighted 
the  train,  and  in  a  moment  fhe  was  in  a  blaze ;  her  faihj  took 
fire,  and  checked  her  way :  and  the  tide  beginning  to  ebb, 
fhe  was  carried  down  the  river.  The  men  made  their  efcape 
in  boats. 

General  Thomas  perceiving  that  nothing  effectual  could  be 
done  by  the  army  in  its  prefent  condition,  learning  that  they  had 
only  three  days  provifion,  and  apprehenfive  of  the  danger  that 
would  take  place  upon  the  arrival  of  Britifh  reinforcements,  [May 
£.]  called  a  council  of  war,  when  it  was  concluded  to  make  the 
beft  retreat  in  their  power.  The  meafures  which  immediately 
followed,  were  fufficient  indications  to  the  enemy  of  what  was 
intended.  It  fo  happened,  that  early  in  the  morning  [May  6.J 
after  the  retreat  was  concluded  upon,  the  Surprife  frigate  from 
<Great-Britain  arrived,  and  was  foon  followed  by  the  Ifis  of  54 
guns,  and  the  Martin  iloop,  with  fuccours.  They  had  by  the 
zeal  and  aclivity  of  the  officers  and  crews,  forced  their  way 
through  the  ice,  while  the  paffage  up  the  river  was  deemed  almoft 
impraclicable.  They  had  on  board  1000  marines,  and  two  com- 
panies of  the  29th  regiment,  which  were  landed  with  all  expedi- 
tion. About  noon,  gen.  Carleton  having  joined  them  to  his  own 
troops,  marched  out,  800  flrong,  to  attack  the  Americans,  who 
had  began  their  retreat  before ;  for  gen.  Thomas  could  not  hazard 
waiting  an  attack,  as  he  was  not  able  to  collecl  more  than  about 
300  men,  on  account  of  their  being  fo  fcattered  on  Point  Levi 
3fle  of  Orleans,  Beau  Port,  and  other  villages.  The  Americans 
abandoned  their  baggage,  artillery,  ftores,  and  other  encumbran- 
ces. The  fick  got  off  as  they  could,  creeping  away  from  the  hof- 
pitals,  many  with  the  fmall-pox  full  on  them.  The  Canadians 
proved  kind,  fecreted  and  took  care  of  them,  till  they  were  able 
to  march  off  and  join  their  comrades.  Sir  Guy  Carleton  did  not 
take  more  than  about  100  prifoners.  The  king's  troops,  that 
had  jufl  arrived,  were  in  no  condition  for  a  purfuit ;  but  could  the 
whole  have  followed  with  vigor,  they  mult  have  taken  or  deftroy- 
ed  nearly  all  the  American  forces,  for  they  had  little  ammuniti- 
on. They  retreated  forty-five  miles  before  they  flopped,  having 
marched  almoft  the  whole  night.  After  halting  a  few  days,  they 
proceeded  to  Sorel,  in  a  condition  not  to  be  expreffed  by  words ; 
but  had  the  fatisfaction  of  being  joined  there  by  four  regiments, 
that  were  waiting  for  them.  Here  they  remained,  and  were  re- 
inforced by  the  arrival  of  other  battalions.  During  this  period 
gen.  Thomas  fickned  of  the  fmall-pox,  and  died.  Having  or- 
dered 
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dered  that  the  troops  fhould  not  inoculate,  he  would  not  have  a 
recourfe  to  that  precaution  for  his  own  fecurity.  The  Ameri- 
cans have  loft  in  him  one  of  their  bell  generals.  He  was  amia- 
ble in  private  and  public  life.  Contented  with  domeftic  happi- 
nefs,  he  was  not  ambitious  of  an  exalted  flation  ;  but  was  ready 
to  ferve  his  country  in  the  moft  hazardous  fituation.  Genera! 
Thompfon  commanded  after  Thomas  fickened,  and  when  the 
latter  died,  the  command  devolved  on  gen.  Sullivan,  who  had  re- 
paired to  Canada  early  in  May. 

The  Americans  had  for  fome  time  polled  at  the  Cedars,  a 
fmall  fort  forty-three  miles  above  Montreal,  a  party  of  390  men, 
under  the  command  of  col.  Beadle.  Capt.  Fofter,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  the  8th  regiment,  about  40,  Canadians  100,  and  ,500 
Indians,  but  without  cannon,  defcended  from  the  lakes,  and  ap- 
proached toward  the  fort*.  The  colonel,  in  a  cowardly  man- 
ner, abandoned  his  command  to  major  Butterfield,  and  repaired 
to  Montreal  for  a  reinforcement.  The  major  having  little  or  no 
more  courage  than  the  other,  furrendered  the  fort  [May  1,5.] 
without  making  any  refiftance  worth  noticing.  Mean  while,  ma- 
jor Her.ry  Sherburne  was  detached  with  140  men  from  Mont- 
real ;  but  col.  Beadle,  valuing  fafety  more  than  fidelity  or  ho- 
nor, refufed  to  return  with  the  reinforcement.  It  was  the  dav 
after  the  furrender  before  major  Sherburne  could  proceed  from  the 
lake  (which  he  was  obliged  to  crofs)  with  100  men  including  him- 
felf.  The  reft  were  left  for  guards  and  other  fervices.  [May  20. J 
About  five,  they  were  attacked  by  a  body  of  about  ^00  Indians 
and  Canadians,  who,  under  cover  of  a  wood,  fired  upon  them. 
The  Americans  maintained  an  obftinate  engagement  for  an  hour 
and  forty  minutes  ;  when  the  Indians  having  furrounded  them, 
rufhed  upon  and  difarmed  them.  Many  of  them  were  facrificed 
to  Indian  fury,  butchered  with  tomahawks  and  other  inftruments 
of  death.  They  loft  in  the  action  twenty-eight  killed  and  wound- 
ed. About  twenty  were  afterward  killed  in  cold  blood  ;  and  fe- 
ven  or  eight  were  carried  offbv  the  Indians.  The  prifoners  were 
immediately  flripped  almofl  naked,  drove  to  the  fort,  and  deli- 
vered to  capt.  Fofter,  whofe  fuccefs  in  taking  the  fort  was  not 
known  before  the  action.  The  enemy  had  two  and  twenty  killed, 
among  them  a  chief  warrior  of  the  Seneca  tribe,  on  account  of 
whofe  death  the  prifoners  were  probably  treated  with  the  groficr 
infult  and  abuft?.  Arnold,  who  had  been  made  a  brigadier  gene- 
ral the  beginning  of  January,  had  commanded  in  Montreal  fome 
time,  having  returned  thither  upon  gen.  Wooiler's  going  down 
to  Quebec.     He  was  defirous  of  remedying  the  evil  that  had  tak- 

*  Journals  of  Congrefs,  yoI,  ii.  p.  257. 
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en  place  at  the  Cedars,  and  went  forward  with  a  partv  of  between 
8  and  900  men  to  the  lake.  When  it  was  difcovered  that  the 
general  was  approaching  [May  26. J  and  making  difpofitions  to 
attack  the  enemy,  capt.  Fofter  took  care  to  acquaint  him,  that 
if  he  would  not  agree  to  a  propofed  cartel,  (which  major  Sher- 
burne and  the  other  officers  had  been  required  to  fign  and  had 
figned)  but  proceeded  to  attack  him,  every  man  of  the  prifoners 
would  be  put  to  inftant  death  by  the  Indians.  Gen.  Arnold  was 
extremely  averfe  to  entering  into  anv  agreement,  but  was  at 
length  induced  bv  the  motive  of  faving  the  prifoners.  A  cartel 
Was  concluded  upon  and  figned  on  fhe  27th,  for  the  exchange  of 
2  majors,  9  captains,  20  fubakerns,  and  443  foldiers.  It  was 
agreed  [May  27.]  that  four  American  captains  fhould  be  fent  to 
Quebec  as  hoftages;  and  remain  there  until  the  prifoners  are 
exchanged. 

Let  us  now  direcl  our  attention  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  who  had 
a  frefh  opportunity  ofexercifing  his  humanity  toward  the  Ame- 
ricans.    That  the  fick,  who  were  left  behind  and  could  not  get  ^ 
off  when  the  others  fled  from  before  Quebec,  might  not  periih,  >> 
he  iffued  a  proclamation,  commanding  the  proper  officers  to  find  £ 
out  and  afford  the  unhappy  perfons  all  neceffary  relief  at  the  pub- 
lic expence  ;  and  to  render  the  benefit  complete,  and  to  prevent  /^ 
obftinacy  or  apprehenfion  from  marring  its  effect,  he  affured  them;  ^ 
that  upon  recovering  they  fhould  have  free  liberty  of  returning  f 
to  their  refpeftive  provinces.  % 

Toward  the  end  of  May  feveral  regiments  arrived  ;  and  the  V 
Britifh  force  in  Canada,  when  completed,  was  eftimated  at  about  f 
13,000  men.  The  general  rendezvous  was  appointed  to  be  at  >S 
Three  Rivers,  half  wav  between  Quebec  and  Montreal,  about 
90  miles  from  each.  The  place  takes  its  name  from  the  vicinity 
of  one  of  the  branches  of  a  large  river,  whofe  waters  are  discharg- 
ed, through  three  mouths,  into  that  of  St.  Lawrence.  The  Bri- 
tifh and  Brunfwick  troops  were  at  this  time  much  feparated.  A 
confiderable  body  was  at  Three  Rivers  under  gen.  Frazer.  Ano- 
ther under  gen.  Nefbit  lay  near  it  on  board  the  tranfports.  A 
greater  than  either,  with  fhe  generals  Carleton,  Burgoyne,  Phil- 
lips, and  Reidefel,  was  in  feveral  divifions  by  land  and  water,  on 
its  way  from  Quebec.  Gen.  Sullivan,  from  the  information  he 
received,  concluded  upon  an  expedition  againft,  as  he  apprehend- 
ed, the  Britifh  advance  guard  at  Three  Rivers,  the  execution  of 
which  was  committed  to  gen.  Thomp/bn.  The  latter  embarked 
at  Sorel,  with  1800  men,  under  colonels  Maxwell,  St.  Clair 
and  Wayne,  in  fifty  boats,  and  coafting  the  fouth  fide  of  Lak« 
St.  Peter,  where  the  St.  Lawrence  fpreads  to  a  great  extent,  ar- 
rived at  Nicolet,  from  whence  they  fell  down  the  river  by  night, 

and 
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and  paffed  to  the  other  fide,  with  an  intention  of  furprifing  the 
forces  under  gen.  Frazer.     Three  Rivers  is  to  be  confidered  ra- 
ther as  a  long  village,  than  a  regular  town.     The  plan  was  to 
land  nine  miles  above  the  town,  fo  feafonably  as  to  march  down 
under  cover  of  the  night,  and  to  attack  it  a  little  before  day-break. 
[June  8. ]  By  reafon  of  unexpected  delays,  it  was  fo  long  ere  the 
troops  landed,  that  in  a  few  minutes  /he  day  light  appeared.  They 
had  then  to  make  a  forced  march  of  nine  miles.     They  haftened, 
ran  down  hill  and  up,  and  got  tired.     The  general  pufhed  on, 
having  procured  a  Canadian  guide,  who  was  either  ignorant  or 
unfaithful ;  for  a  little  before  fun-rife  he  found  his  forces  were 
too  much  out  of  the  way.     They  returned,  but  loft  the  road  on 
the  fide  of  the  river  ;  were  foon  however,  in  view  of  fome  of  the 
enemy's  boats,  between  which  and  the  flanking  party  feveral  balls 
were  exchanged.     Thev  then  quickened  their  pace,  and  continu- 
ed advancing  in  fight  of  the  (hipping,  with  drum  beating  and  fife 
playing,  as  they  knew  they  were  difcovered.     They  foon  heard 
the  fpeaking  trumpets  found  "  land  the  troops — land  the  troops.'* 
The  general  judging  there  was  no  poffibility  of  paffing  the  {hips, 
without  being  expofed  to  all  their  fire  ;  and  yet  determining  to 
perfift  in  the  expedition,  filed  off  at  a  right  angle  from  the  river. 
He  meant  to  take  a  circuitous  route,  and  enter  the  town  on  the 
back  fide.     A  bad  morafs  interpofed  ;  the  troops  entered  it ;  they 
;  were  then  about  two  miles  from  the  town.     A  worfe  march,  for 
about  a  mile  and  a  half,  did  not  offer  in  all  Arnold's  expedition, 
the  men  were  almoft  mired.     About  nine  o'clock  they  came  to 
a  cleared  fpot ;  formed  and  got  into  fome  order  about  ten.   They 
advanced,  but  before   the  rear  had  got  off  the  place  of  formati- 
on, the  front  received  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  which  {truck 
them  with  terror.     The  fire  was  inftantly  repeated;  and  though 
the  balls  flew  over  the  heads  of  the  troops,  without  doing  any  ma- 
terial execution,  they  gave  way  and  crowded  back  in  the  utmoffc 
confufion,  which  left  them  without  a  leader,  fo  that  every  one 
did  as  he  pleafed.     They  turned  their  faces   up  the  river,  and 
haftened  through  the  fwamp  as  faft  as  poffible.     About  eleven 
they  began  to  collecl,  and  after  a  while  learnt  from  the  Canadi- 
ans, that  the  enemy  had  fent  a  detachment,  with  feveral  field  pie- 
ces by  land,  to  cut  off  their  retreat,  and  a  party  by  water  to  feize 
their  boats.     About  four  they  were  told,  that  the  enemy  had  fe- 
cured  the  bridge  before  them,  which  it  was  fuppofed  they  muft 
pafs.     Thev  were  alfo  foon  convinced,  that  a  large  body  was 
clofe  in  their  rear.     Col.  Maxwell  ordered  all  who  had  collected 
together  to  halt,  called  the  officers  to  him  and  faid,  "  What  {hall 
we  do  ?  Shall  we  fight  thofe  in  the  front  or  in  the  rear  ?  orfhall 
we  tamely  fubmit  ?  or  fhall  we  turn  off  into  the  woods,  and  each 
Vol.  II,  L  man 
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man  fhift  for  himfelf  ?"  The  laft  propofal  was  preferred ;  but  the 
enemy  was  fo  near,  that  the  rear  of  the  Americans  was  expofed 
to  another  tremendous  fire,  while  going  down  the  hill  into  the 
woods,  but  the  balls  flew  over  them  without  injuring  any.  The 
pei  fon  who  was  intruded  with  the  care  of  the  boats,  had  remov- 
ed them  in  time  to  a  fecure  place,  fo  that  the  lofs  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, which  mufl  otherwife  have  been  much  greater,  amounted 
only  to  about  200  prifoners.  The  troops  that  efcaped  began  to 
collecl  about  ten  the  next  day,  and  by  noon  were  confiderably 
numerous.  They  got  along  by  degrees,  and  by  fun-fet  the  day 
following  arrived  oppofite  Sorel.  ("June  10.  |  Gen.  Thompfon 
and  col.  Irwin,  the  fecond  in  command,  with  fome  other  officers, 
were  taken.  The  killed  and  wounded  of  the  king's  troops  was 
trifling.  This  attempt  to  furprife  the  Britifh  troops  at  Three  Ri- 
vers, which  may  appear  to  have  been  a  defperate  undertaking, 
would  fcarce  have  been  made,  had  it  been  known,  in  time,  how 
much  they  had  been  reinforced  by  frefh  arrivals ;  and  proba- 
bly ought  to  have  been  abandoned  the  moment  that  the  furprife 
was  no  longer  poffible. 

The  king's  forces  having  joined  at  Three  Rivers,  proceeded  by 
land  and  water  to  Sorel,  [June  14.J  off  which  the  fleet  arrived  in 
the  evening,  a  few  hours  after  the  rear  of  the  Americans  had  left 
it.  A  considerable  body  was  landed,  and  the  command  of  the 
column  given  to  gen.  Burgoyne,  with  inflruclions  to  purfue  the 
continental  army  up  the  river  to  St.  John's,  but  without  hazard- 
ing any  thing  till  another  column  on  his  right  fhould  be  able  to 
co-operate  with  him.  Sir  Guy's  extraordinary  precaution  in 
putting  nothing  to  the  hazard,  when  not  abfolutely  neceffary,  gave 
the  Americans  the  opportunity  of  efcaping.  Had  Burgoyne  been 
infhucfed  to  prefs  on  with  the  utmofl  expedition,  great  numbers 
of  them  muff  have  been  made  prifoners,  and  but  icw  would  have 
croffed  Lake  Champlain. 

Major  Nathan  Fuller,  of  col.  Bond's  MafTachufetts  regiment, 
was  minified  with  the  care  of  the  baggage,  when  the  Americans 
retreated  up  the  Sorel.  It  was  put  on  board  feveral  vefleis.  They 
had  a  fine  paffage  for  a  wliile,  but  at  length  were  becalmed  ^o 
long  as  to  give  the  advance  of  the  Britiih  an  opportunity  of  ap- 
proaching them  apace.  The  major  acquainted  gen.  Sullivan,  who 
was  confiderably'  a-head,  of  the  dangerous  lituation  he  ihould 
foon  be  in.  The  general  fent  a  hundred  batteaus  to  bring  off  ths 
men  and  baggage,  and  gave  order3  for  burning  the  vefleis.  The 
major  had  but  jufl  time  to  accomplifh  the  work,  and  was  in  fom« 
danger  before  it  was  finifhed.  f  June  i£. j  Gen.  Arnold,  with 
his  truops,  left  Montreal  and  croiTed  from  the  ifland  of  Longueil 
to  the  continent,  in  his  way  to  CLtamlJee.     A  great  pari  of  tfio 
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Britifh  fleet  and  army  failed  for  the  fame  place,  and  had  not  the 
wind  failed,  would  probably  have  arrived  at  Longueii  the  fame 
night,  and  about  the  fame  time  with  gen.  Arnold.  The  gene- 
ral carried  away  with  him  from  Montreal  a  quantity  of  goods, 
which  he  ordered  col.  Hazen  to  take  charge  of;  but  the  colonel 
difapproving  the  meafure,  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  them. 
When  the  troops  entered  the  road  near  Chamblee,  they  occafi- 
oncd  fuch  an  alarm  in  the  place,  that  the  three  companies  of  artil- 
lery formed  immediately  and  marched  up  the  bill  £6  meet  them  ; 
which  brought  on  a  difcovery  of  their  belonging  to  gen.  Arnold, 
and  being  from  Montreal.  When  the  army  left  Chamblee,  the 
men  were  obliged  to  drag  their  loaded  batteaus,  to  the  number  of 
100  or  more,  Tome  with  cannon  in  them,  up  the  rapids,  by  bo- 
dily ftrength  and  up  to  the  middle  in  water.  Here  they  defbroy- 
ed  the  faw-mills,  three  vefTels  and  three  gondolas,  together  with 
all  the  batteaus  which  they  could  not  bring  off.  Major  Fuller 
commanded  the  rear,  confiding  of  five  hundred  men,  and  had 
under  his  care  the  batteaus  and  baggage.  The  Britifii  enter- 
ed Chamblee  at  one  etjd,  while  he  quitted  it  at  the  other.  When 
he  was  about  a  mile  beyond  the  town,  all  his  party,  except 
feventy,  pufhed  off  to  efcape  danger.  Soon  after  you  leave 
Chamblee,  in  the  way  to  St.  John's,  the  road  enters  a  wood, 
which  thickens  as  you  advance  in  it.  Though  the  road  is  open 
and  good,  yet  the  brufh,  wood  and  trees  on  each  fide  afford  fuch 
a  cover  to  parties,  that  you  cannot  afcertain  their  number,  nor 
be  fure  that  there  are  not  ambufhes  in  various  places.  The  ma- 
jor had  an  a£tive,  fenfible,  bold  officer  in  the  fecond  lieutenant, 
Mr.  George  *,  who  remained  with  him.  The  lieutenant  was 
ordered,  with  27  men,  to  flank  the  advancing  parties  of  the  ene- 
my. He,  by  dividing  his  men,  concealing  them  on  each  fide  of 
the  road,  employing  them  in  popping  with  their  guns  on  the  ene- 
my, firfl  in  one  place  then  in  another ;  and  fo  changing  the  fcene 
of  their  attack,  as  though  they  were  far  more  numerous,  amufed 
the  advance  of  the  enemy  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  fave  the  rear. 
Major  Fuller  imputes  it  very  much  to  the  conduft  of  lieutenant 
George,  that  the  rear,  and  of  courfe  the  boats  and  baggage  were 
faved.  The  falvation  of  thefe  was  probably  the  falvation  of  the 
army.  When  the  major  found  himfelf  abandoned,  he  fent  for- 
ward a  meffenger  to  col.  Stark  and  other  officers,  who  were  not 
far  before,  acquainted  them  with  his  fituation,  and  requeuing 
their  affiftance.  Cols.  Stark,  Poor,  Porter  and  others,  imme- 
diately put  themfelves  under  the  command  of  the  major,  who  had 
alfo  fent  on  an  exprefs  to  St.  John's,  to  inform  gen.  Sullivan  of 

*  Afterward  captain  George,  of  Watertown,  near  Bofton, 
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his  danger,  and  the  neceflity  of  a  fpeedy  reinforcement.  The 
general  haflened  away  1,500  men  under  col.  Bond,  who  met  the 
major  about  half  way  between  the  two  places,  feven  miles  from 
Chamblee.  The  danger  being  ended  by  the  arrival  of  the  rein- 
forcement, the  major  left  the  command  to  his  colonel,  and  went 
forward  to  carry  gen.  Sullivan  the  agreeable  news  of  all  being  fafe, 
which,  after  the  various  falfe  diftraHing  reports  that  had  reached 
him,  was  received  with  inconceivable  tranfport.  The  major  loft 
but  two  men  in  the  retreat ;  the  lofs  was  occafioned  by  their  get- 
ting drunk  ;  but  from  them  the  enemy  could  learn  nothing  of  the 
major's  real  condition  time  enough  to  take  the  advantage  of  it*. 

[June  18.J  General  Burgoyne  arrived  at  St.  John's  in  the 
evening.  The  Americans  had  taken  away  every  thing  and  fet 
fire  to  the  forts  and  barracks.  Major  John  Bigelow  flayed  with 
about  40  men,  till  they  were  deftroyed,  and  at  dufk  pufhed  off 
his  boats  for  Ifle  aux  Noix,  to  which  the  whole  army  had  repair- 
ed. Greater  confufion  than  it  had  been  in  during  the  retreat,  is 
feldom  heard  of;  and  yet  the  lofs  it  fuflained  is  too  inconfidera- 
ble,  to  be  given  in  detail,  or  in  fum  total.  From  the  Ifle  the  ar- 
my proceeded  to  Crown-Point,  without  any  danger  from  a  pur- 
fuit — every  boat  that  could  be  found  being 'deftroyed,  and  every 
thing  done  to  impede  the  enemy.  The  Americans  had  alfo  the 
command  of  Lake  Champlain ;  and  will  continue  mafters  of  it, 
until  a  number  of  veflels  can  be  procured  to  give  Sir  Guy  Carle- 
ton  a  fuperiority,  and  enable  him  to  traverfe  it  with  fafety.  Other 
matters  will  now  demand  our  attention. 

[June  15.]  The  New-HampJJiire  representatives  voted  unani- 
moully,  that  their  delegates  at  the  continental  congrefs  be  in- 
ftrufled  to  join  with  the  other  colonies  in  declaring  the  Thirteen 
United  colonies,  a  free  and  independent  ftate,  (not  flates)  &c. 
provided  the  regulation  of  their  internal  police  be  under  the  di- 
rection of  their  own  affembly. 

It  appears  by  a  return  of  the  inhabitants,  that  the  fum  total  of 
all  the  males,  females,  whites  and  negroes  amounts  to  82,394. — 
The  total  excefs  of  males  is  1 131.  The  males  in  the  continent- 
al army  are  2488.  If  of  thefe  fo  many  as  1357  furvive  the  fer- 
vice  and  return,  the  males  and  females  are  equal.  In  about 
twenty  years  the  inhabitants  will  be  double  the  number.  "  It 
has  been  found  by  calculations,  that  America  has  doubled  her 
numbers  even  by  natural  generation  alone,  upon  an  average, 
about  once  in  eighteen  years*."     The  continuance  of  the  war, 

*  Major,  now  col.  Fuller,  of  Newtown,  informed  me  of  the  particu- 
lars in  which  he  was  concerned. 

*  Letters  of  Mr.   John  Adarusto  Dr.  Calkcen,p.  14* 
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unlefs  exceflively  deftruftive,  will  make  no  material  difference. 
"  In  the  French  war,  which  lafted  from  1755  to  1763  (during 
which  time  the  colonies  made  great  exertions,  and  had  in  the 
field  a  great  number  of  men)  it  was  found  that  the  population  had 
increafed  nearly  as  fall  as  in  times  of  peace  t." 

One  Mugford,  who  had  been  a  mafter  of  fome  trading  veffel, 
applied  to  gen.  Ward  for  the  command  of  a  continental  cruifer 
which  lay  unemployed.  By  his  importunity  and  profeffions  he 
prevailed  and  had  an  order  given  him.  The  captain  made  all 
poflible  expedition,  gotpofleflion  of  the  veffel,  procured  powder 
and  ball  and  with  twenty  men  pufhed  immediately  into  Bofton 
bay.  After  he  was  gone  from  the  general,  the  latter  received 
fuch  a  bad  character  of  him,  that  he  fent  off  an  exprefs  to  recal 
the  order:  but  it  was  too  late,  Mugford  had  failed.  He  was  no 
fooner  in  the  bay  but  the  fhip  Hope  of  270  tons,  4  guns,  and  17 
men,  prefented  to  view.  She  was  lafl  from  Corke,  and  had  on 
board  1500  barrels  of  powder,  befide  carbines  and  bayonets, 
travelling  carriages  for  heavy  cannon,  a  vaft  variety  of  tools,  im- 
plements and  neceffaries  for  the  army  and  artillery.  Capt  Mug- 
ford in  his  cruifer  of  fifty  tons  and  four  guns  ran  up  to  her, 
[May  17.]  and  ordered  her  to  flrike.  The  Hope,  either  from 
the  failors  declining  to  fight,  or  from  other  motives,  made  no 
refiftance.  Commodore  Banks  lay  a  few  miles  off  with  his  men 
of  war,  and  in  fight;  and  his  boats  might  foon  have  been  up  with 
the  fhip.  The  captain  of  the  Hope,  fenfible  of  this  advantage, 
gave  orders  for  the  men  to  cut  the  top-fail  halliards  and  ties. — • 
Mugford  heard  the  orders,  and  knew  the  confequence  of  execu- 
ting them — that  the  failing  of  the  fhip  would  be  fo  long  prevent- 
ed, that  the  men  of  war's  boats  would  recover  her.  He  there- 
fore opened  with  vollies  of  oaths  and  execrations ;  and  in  the 
moft  horrid  manner,  threatened  the  captain  and  every  one  on 
board  with  immediate  death  if  the  orders  were  executed,  upon 
which  the  captain  was  fo  terrified  as  to  defift.  When  Mugford 
had  taken  poffeflion  of  his  prize,  he  was  joined  by  two  other 
fmall  cruifers,  who  aflifted  in  carrying  her  fafe  through  Pulling- 
Point-Gut.  The  inhabitants  of  Bofton,  who  had  been  devoutly 
engaged  in  keeping  the  continental  faft,  had,  on  leaving  their 
refpe&ive  places  of  worlhip  in  the  afternoon,  the  peculiar 
pleafure  of  feeing  the  mofl  valuable  prize,  on  account  of  the 
powder,  taken  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  entering  the 
harbour. 

Captain  Mugford  having  fecured  the  Hope,  and  meaning  to 
go  out  again  without  lofs  of  time,  failed  down  and  came  to  an 

f  Letters  of  Mr.  Adams,  p.  13. 
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anchor  in  Pulling-Point-Gut,  with  the  Lady  Wafhington,  on 
Sunday  evening.  [May  10.]  They  were  attacked,  about  nine 
o'clock,  by  thirteen  boats  from  the  men  of  war  at  Nantafket. — 
The  boats  were  beaten  off,  with  great  lofs  on  the  part  of, the  ene- 
my, in  the  deaths  of  the  brave  lieutenant,  who  commanded,  and 
feveral  of  his  men:  but  Mugford,  exerting  himfelf  heroically, 
was  killed,  and  was  the  only  perfon  loft  on  the  fide  of  the  Ame- 
rican cruifers. 

The  Maffachufetts  general  court  for  promoting  the  making  of 
ialt-petre,.  had  fome  time  back  agreed  to  take  in  all  that  could  be 
made  by  the  firfl  of  June  at  five  and  three-pence  fterling  tha 
pound.  On  the  week  thatclofed  the  period  of  receiving  it,  they 
had  purchafed  in  this  way  102,6351b.  There  arcfuch  quantities 
yet  coming  in,  made  before  the  firft  of  June,  that  the  court  palled 
an  order  to  receive  for  fome  time  to  come,  at  the  faid  price,  all 
that  fhall  appear  to  be  made  before  that  time. 

The  harbour  of  Bolton  had  been  left  in  a  defencelefs  (late  ever 
fmce  the  evacuation  of  the  town,  liable  to  the  intrufions  of  a 
fmall  naval  force,  which  might  have  entered  and  fired  the  town, 
or  laid  it  under  contribution.  The  inhabitants  of  that  and  the 
neighbouring  towns,  being  difiatisfied  with  its  continuing  fo, 
concluded  upon  affifting  in  erecting  a  fort  upon  Noddle's-lfland. 
In  the  beginning  of  May  a  number  of  volunteers,  both  laity  and 
clergy,  repaired  thither  from  time  to  time,  and  aided  in  the 
work  till  it  was  finifhed  ;  while  the  poorer  clafs  were  rewarded 
for  their  labours.  Something  having  been  done  for  the  fecurity 
of  the  harbour,  general  Benjamin  Lincoln,  while  the  court  was 
fitting,  entertained  the  thought  of  driving  the  Britilh  (hipping 
from  Nantafket,  and  planned  a  fcheme  for  effefting  it.  They 
confided  of  a  fifty  gun  fhip,  commanded  by  commodore  Banks, 
the  Milford  man  of  war,  the  Yankee  Hero  privateer,  taken  by 
the  laft,  and  feven  large  tranfports  lately  arrived  with  highland- 
ers,  an  armed  brig  and  two  fchooners.  The  highlanders  were 
fuppofed  to  be  at  leaft  feven  hundred.  On  Thurfday  the  13th 
of  June,  the  Boftonians  were  acquainted  by  beat  of  drum,  that 
an  expedition  was  going  to  be  undertaken  againft  the  enemy  at 
Nantafket.  Detachments  from  colonels  Marfhall  and  Witney's 
regiments,  and  a  battalion  of  train,  commanded  by  col.  Crafts, 
were  embarked  at  the  Long  wharf,  together  with  cannon,  am- 
munition, provifions,  &c.  and  proceeded  for  Pettick's  Ifland 
and  Hull,  where  they  were  joined  by  more  troops  and  fea-coaft 
companies,  fo  as  to  make  near  fix  hundred  men  at  each  place. 
Militia  from  the  towns  in  the  vicinity  of  Bolton  harbour,  with 
a  detachment  from  the  train  and  fome  field  pieces,  took  poll  on 
Moon  Ifland,  at  Hoff's-neck,  and  at  point  Alderton.  A  de- 
tachment 
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tachment  from  the  continental  army  under  col.  Whitcomb,  with 
two  eighteen  pounders,  and  a  thirteen  inch  mortar,  &c.  wer.e 
embarked  for  Long-Ifland,  and  there  took  poll.  The  troops 
did  not  arrive  at  the  feVeral  places  of  deltination  till  near  morn- 
ing ;  but  when  arrived,  were  aclive  and  alert  in  the-lughefl  de- 
?ree.  The  cannon  were  foon  planted,  and  a  (hot  from  Long- 
fland  announced  their  defign  ;  on  which  a  fignal  was  made  for 
the  fleet  to  get  under  way.  The  commodore  bore  and  returned 
the  American  fire  with  fpirit,  till  a  (hot  from  Long-Ifland  pier- 
ced his  upper  works,  when  he  got  under  fail.  Several  fnelLs 
were  thrown  at  him,  which  might  hallen  his  departure. 

Thus  was  free  egrefs  and  ingrefs  to  the  harbour  for  all  friend- 
ly veffels  recovered  on  that  very  day,  on  which,  two  years  be- 
fore, the  failing  of  every  one  of  that  kind  from  the  port  of 
Boflon  ceafed  by  virtue  of  a  Britilh  aft  of  parliament.  This 
circumltance  was  not  thought  of,  when  the  expedition  commen- 
ced ;  but  was  merely  accidental,  though  it  could  not  be  over- 
looked when  it  had  happened.  The  fame  day  the  houfe  of  af- 
fembly  received  a  letter  from  the  prefident  of  the  general  con- 
vention of  Virginia,  enclofing  their  resolutions  with  refpeft  to 
independencv. 

Commodore  Banks  omitting  to  leave  cruifers  in  the   bay,  af- 
forded an  opportunity  to  the  American   privateers    of  taking  a 
number  of  highlanders.     Three  days  after  his  quitting  it,  [June 
17.]  the  George  and  Annabella  tranfports  entered,  after  a  paf- 
fage  of  feven  weeks  from  Scotland,  during  the  courfe  of  which 
they   had  not  an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  a  finale    veflel,  that 
could  give  them  the  fmallefl  information   of  the  Britifh   troops 
having  evacuated  Bolton.     They  were  attacked  in  the  morning 
by  four  privateers,  with  whom  the}'  engaged  till  evening  ;  when 
the  privateers  bore  away,  on   which  the  tranfports  puihed  for 
Bolton  harbour,  not  doubting  but  that  they  mould  receive  pro- 
teftion,  either  from  a  fort  or  fhip  of  force  ftationed  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  Britifh  fhips.  They  food  up  for'Nantafket  road,  when 
an  American  battery  opened  upon  them,  which  was  the  firlt  le- 
rious  proof  they  had  of  the  Situation  of  affairs   at   the  port  to 
which  they  were  deltined.     They  were  too  far  embayed  to  re- 
treat, as  the  wind  had  died  away,  and  the  tide  of  flood  was  not 
half  expended.     The  privateers  with  which   they   had  been  en- 
gaged, joined  by  two   others,  made  toward  them.     They  pre- 
pared   for  aftion.     By    fome    misfortune   the   Annabella  got 
a-ground  fo  far  a-ftern  of  the  George,  that  the  latter  expefted 
but  a  feeble  fupport  from  her  mufketry.     About  eleven  at  night 
the  privateers  anchored  clofe  by,  and  hailed  them  to   (hike  the 
Britifh  flag.  The  mate  of  the  George,  and  every  failor  on  board, 

the 
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the  captain  excepted,  refufed  to  fight  any  longer  ;  but  every  offi- 
cer and  private  of  the  feventy-firft  regiment,  who  were  in  the 
fhip,  flood  to  their  quarters  with  ready  obedience  to  the  lieute- 
nant colonel.  On  their  refufirtg  to  ftrike,  the  aftion  was  re- 
newed, when  after  a  fharp  combat  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  they 
had  expended  every  fhot  belonging  to  their  artillery.  They  were 
then  obliged  to  yield,  there  being  no  power  of  efcaping,  nor  the 
mod  diftant  hope  of  relief.  Their  killed  were  eight  privates 
and  major  Menzies,  befide  feventeen  wounded.  The  major  was 
buried  with  the  honors  of  war  at  Bofton.  The  prifoners  expe- 
rienced the  utmoft  civility  and  good  treatment.  A  week  before 
the  capture  of  thefe  tranfports,  the  Ann,  in  the  fame  fervice, 
was  taken  and  carried  into  Marblehead,  though  commodore 
Banks  was  then  at  Nantafket.  The  number  of  highlanders  taken 
is  two  hundred  and  fixty-feven  privates,  forty-eight  others,  befide 
the  honorable  Archibald  Campbell,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  fe- 
cond  battalion  of  the  feventy-firft  regiment. 

[July  3.]  On  motion  in  the  MafTachufetts  aflembly  it  was 
voted  unanimoufly,  "  that  if  congrefs  fhall  think  proper  to  de- 
clare the  colonies  independent,  this  houfe  will  approve  of  the 
meafure." 

There  is  no  doubt  of  its  being  approved  by  all  the  colonies  : 
but  there  has  been  manceuvering  in  order  to  produce  the  necef- 
fary  difpofition  among  the  New-Yorkers  ;  of  which  you  will 
form  the  beft  idea,  from  the  following  letter  written  the  begin- 
ning of  May  from  New-York,  in  anfwer  to  one  of  the  preced- 
ing month  from  Philadelphia — "  Soon  after  I  received  your  let- 
ter, I  fent  for  colonel  Sears,  Mr.  John  Smith  and  fome  others, 
whom  I  knew  to  be  flaunch,  to  fpend  an  evening  with  me,  that 
I  might  converfe  with  them  upon  the  fubje£t.  (fuppofed  to  be  that 
of  taking  up  government.)  It  would  not  do  to  fhow  your  letter, 
or  even  hint  that  I  had  received  it,  but  an  opportunity  for  intro- 
ducing the  fubjeft  foon  offered.  A  captain  of  my  guard  came 
and  reported,  that  the  committee  of  fafety  had  fent  fome  perfons 
to  the  main  guard,  who  had  no  complaint  lodged  againft  them. 
I  immediately  fent  to  the  committee,  and  they  fent  a  fub-com- 
roittee  to  wait  upon  me.  I  afked  them  what  charge  they  had  to 
lay  againft  the  prifoners.  They  informed  me,  one  was  a  collec- 
tor who  had  not  accounted  for  the  money  he  had  collected,  and 
had  abufed  their  congrefs.  The  others  were  in  for  different 
crimes.  I  told  them,  that  I  could  by  no  means  confent  to  have 
free  citizens  fubjecledto  trials  by  court  martial.  They  mull  try 
them  by  proper  courts,  if  fuch  there  were  ;  and  if  not,  the  of- 
fenders muft  run  at  large,  till  neceflity  obliged  them  to  conftitute 
the  proper  courts.     This  opened  the  door  for  me,  and   I   took 

advantage 
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advantage  of  it.  The  fub- committee  thanked  me  for  my  care 
over  the  liberties  of  their  fellow  citizens,  and  owned  the  necef- 
fity  of  taking  up  government.  Sears,  Smith,  &c.  were  (trongly 
of  that  opinion,  and  all  went  home  perfectly  fatisfied,  and  with *■ 
out  fufpecling  the  converfation  was  any  thing  more  than  acci- 
dental. The  next  day  Greene  and  I  were  ordered  to  the  jail  to 
fee  fome  prifoners  of  war.  There  I  found  fome  perfons  in  for 
robbery,  and  one  for  murder.  As  I  found  I  had  good  fuccefs 
in  the  beginning,  I  determined  to  keep  on,  and  frequently  took 
occafion  to  mention  the  great  difficulty,  which  mult  attend  their 
prefent  Hate : — that  it  would  be  tyrannical  to  execute  thofe  pcr-^ 
fons  without  a  trial  : — to  try  and  execute  them,  by  procefs  in  the 
name  of  a  king,  with  whom  we  were  at  war,  would  be  abfurd  : 
and  if  neither  of  thefe  methods  were  taken,  they  muff,  whether 
guilty  or  not,  fuffer  perpetual  imprifonment.  The  argument 
took  effecl  ;  and  even  tories  themfelves  acknowledged  it  was  bell 
to  take  up  government,  till  reconciliation  fhould  take  place. — « 
This  doftrine  pleafed  me  well  ;  for  /  knew  if  government  was 
once  ajfumed  upon  whatever  motives,  they  would  find  that  the  Ru- 
bicon was  pajfed,  and  that  they  could  never  return  to  thtir  ancient 
Jorm.  I  then,  by  the  advice  of  my  privy  council,  drew  up  a 
piece  purporting  a  petition  to  the  committee  of  fafety,  to  requeffc 
leave  from  the  continental  congrefs  to  take  up  government. — 
This  piece  I  enclofe  you,  and  though  badly  wrote,  it  fleers  Co 
direftly  between  whiggifm  and  toryifm,  that  no  perfon  can  tell 
whether  it  was  drawn  by  a  whig  or  tory.  My  privy  council  in- 
formed me,  that  it  had  the  defired  effect ;  the  whigs  were  fond 
of  it,  becaufe  if  it  took  effect,  their  point  was  carried,  and  no  re- 
treat could  ever  take  place  ;  the  tories  were  fond  of  it,  becaufe 
it  held  up  the  d — d  reconciliation  they  were  feeking  after.  Be- 
ing well  informed  of  my  fuccefs,  I  thought  it  time  to  found  our 
colonel  (thought  to  be  M'Dougall.)  I  fent  for  him.  We  coa- 
verfed  freely  upon  the  matter  of  taking  up  government.  He 
owned  the  neceflity  of  it,  and  faid  it  would  be  carried  into  ex- 
ecution at  all  events,  at  the  meeting  of  their  convention.  He 
informed  me,  that  almoft  every  perfon  began  to  fee  the  necef- 
lity, and  that  the  inftxuclions,  then  drawing  up  for  their  dele- 
gates, mentioned  nothing  about  effecting  a  reconciliation,  but 
to  proteft  and  defend  America.  When  I  found  him  in  the  true 
way  to  happinefs,  I  difmiffed  him,  and  attacked  others  ; — to 
tories  I  painted  the  evils  attending  their  prefent  ftate  ; — to  whigs 
1  held  up  the  advantage  of  feizing  the  precious  moment.  I  foori 
found  my  party  increafe  with  furprifing  rapidity." 

Within  {even  days  after  this  letter  was   fent   to  Philadelphia, 
co/igrefs  refolved,  [_May  10.]  "  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
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refpeftive  aflemblies  and  conventions  of  the  united  colonies,' 
where  no  government  fufficient  to  the  exigencies  of  their  affairs 
hath  been  hitherto  eftablifhed,  to  adopt  fuch  government  as 
fhall  in  the  opinion  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  beft 
conduce  to  the  happinels  and  fafety  of  their  constituents  in  par- 
ticular, and  America  in  general."  The  following  preamble  was 
prepared  and  agreed  to,  five  days  after,  "  Whereas  his  Britannic 
majefly,  in  conjunction  with  the  lords  and  commons  of  Great- 
Britain  has,  by  a  late  act  of  parliament,  excluded  the  inhabitants 
of  thefe  united  colonies  from  the  protection  of  his  crown  ;  and 
whereas  no  anfwer  whatever  to  the  humble  petitions  of  the  co- 
lonies for  redrefs  of  grievances  and  reconciliation  with  Great- 
Britain  has  been  or  is  likely  to  be  given,  but  the  whole  force  of 
that  kingdom,  aided  by  foreign  mercenaries,  is  to  be  exerted  for 
the  deitruclion  of  the  good  people  of  thefe  colonies ;  and  where- 
as it  appears  abfolutely  irreconcileable  to  reafon  and  good  con- 
science, for  the  people  of  thefe  colonies  noW  to  take  the  oaths 
and  affirmations  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  any  government 
under  the  crown  of  Great-Britain,  and  it  is  neceffary  that  the 
exercife  of  every  kind  of  authority,  under  the  faid  crown  mould 
be  totally  fupprelfed,  and  all  the  powers  of  government  exerted 
under  the  authority  of  the  people  of  the  colonies,  for  the  pre- 
servation of  internal  peace,  virtue  and  good  order,  as  well  as  for 
the  defence  of  their  lives,  liberties  and  properties  againft  the 
hoftile  invafions  and  cruel  depredations  of  their  enemies,  there- 
fore refolved,"  &c.  as  above. 

[May  18.]  The  fecret  committee  was  ordered  to  endeavour 
to  difcover  the  defign  of  the  French  in  afTembling  fo  large  a  fleet 
and  fo  great  a  number  of  troops  in  the  Weft-Indies,  and  whe- 
ther they  mean  to  a6t  for  or  againft  America.  By  this  it  ap- 
pears that  the  congrefs  have  no  affurance  or  certainty  of  fupport 
from  France. 

Corporal  Cruz,  the  rifleman  who  was  carried  to  England  and 
difcharged  by  the  mayor,  is  arrived  with  difpatches  from  Arthur 
Lee,  efq;  containing  intelligence  of  the  whole  naval  and  land 
force  intended  for  the  attack  of  the  united  colonies,  and  of  the' 
places  for  which  they  were  deftined.  '  He  got  a  paffage  to  Hali- 
fax, frem  whence  he  made  his  efcape  to  Bolton ;  and  then  went 
on  to  head  quarters  at  New- York.  Soon  after,  congrefs  refol- 
ved, [May  23.]  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  con- 
fer with  generals  Wafhington,  Gates,  and  Mifflin,  upon  the 
moft  fpeedy  and  effectual  means  for  fupporting  the  American 
caufe  in  Canada,  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  generals,  that  it 
would  be  impofiible  to  keep  the  Indians  in  a  ftate  of  neutrality  ; 
that  they  would  undoubted!/  take  an  active   part,  either  for  or 
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againft  the  Americans ;  and  that  it  would  be  beft  immediately 
to  engage  them  on  their  fide,  and  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours 
to  prevent  their  minds  being  poifoned  by  minifterial  erniffaries. 
When  the  committee  brought  in  their  report,  it  was  refolved 
among  other  things,  [May  25.]  "  That  it  is  highly  expedient, 
to  engage  the  Indians  in  the  fervice  of  the  united  colonies, 

Upon  the  firft  intelligence  received  at  Philadelphia  of  the  troops 
to  be  employed  againft  the  Americans,  a  citizen  of  eminence 
wrote  to  his  correfpondent,  "  We  now  know  who  the  commif- 
fioners  are,  and  their  numbers,  viz.  MefTrs.  the  Heffians,  Brunf- 
wickers,  Waldeckers,  Englifh,  Scotch,  and  Irifh.  This  gives  th,e 
coup  de  grace  to  the  Britifh  and  American  connexion.  It  has 
already  wrought  wonders  in  this  city :  converfions  have  been 
more  rapid  than  ever  under  Mr.  Whitefield.  The  Pennfylva- 
nia  farmer  (Dickinfon)  told  me  yefterday  in  the  field — that  his 
fentiments  were  changed — he  had  been  defirous  of  keeping  the 
door  open  as  long  as  poffible,  and  was  now  convinced,  that  no- 
thing was  to  be  expe&ed  from  our  enemies  but  flavery." 

The  detaching  of  the  ten  ftrongeft  regiments  to  Canada, 
made  the  moft  ftrenuous  exertions  neceffary  for  getting  New- 
York  into  a  proper  ftate  of  defence.  Congrefs  therefore  autho- 
rifed  general  Washington  to  direft  the  building  of  as  many  fire 
rafts,  row  gallies,  armed  boats  and  floating  batteries,  as  might 
be  judged  requifite  for  the  immediate  defense  of  that  port  and  of 
Hudfon's  river.  They  afterward  refolved,  [June  3.]  that  13,800 
militia  be  employed  to  reinforce  the  army  ;  and  that  a  flying 
camp  be  immediately  eftablifhed  in  the  middle  colonies,  to  con- 
fift  of  10,000  men.  They  did  not  overlook  Canada  ;  but  on 
the  fame  day  agreed,  that  the  general  fhould  be  empowered  to 
employ  in  that  province  a  number  of  Indians,  not  exceeding  two 
thoufand  :  and  two  days  after,  [June  5.]  ordered  that  the  land- 
ing committee  for  Indian  affairs  do  devife  ways  and  means  for 
carrying  the  fame  into  effect.  Within  four  and  twenty  hours 
after,  they  complimented  the  earl  oi  Effingham,  for  the  fingu- 
larly  noble  part  he  had  acled,  by  naming  one  of  their  frigates, 
now  building,  the  Effingham.  The  names  of  the  reft  are,  the 
Congrefs,  Randolph,  Hancock,  Wafhington,  Trumbull,  Raleight 
Montgomery,  Warren,  Bofton,  Virginia,  Providence,  and  De-, 
Jaware. 

[June  7.]  Certain  refolutions  refpefting  independency  were 
moved  and  feconded,  and  the  confideration  uf  them  referred  till 
the  next  day.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  efq;  one  of  the  Virginia 
delegates,  had  given  notice  to  congrefs,  that  on  that  dav  he 
fhould  move  for  a  declaration  of  independence  :  he  accordingly 
jrtade  the  motion,  Various  occurrences  had  contributed  to  riper\ 
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the  colonies  for  the  meafure ;  feveral  of  which  have  been  occa- 
iionallytaientioned  :  others  remain  to  be  noticed.  The  North- 
Carolinians  were  at  one  time  violent  againft  a  feparation  from 
Great-Britain  ;  a  delegate  in  their  convention  mentioning  inde- 
pendence, the  cry  was — treafon — treafon  ;  and  he  was  called  to 
order  :  but  they  have  been  wearied  out  by  the  proceedings  of 
the  Britifh  miniftry,  and  the  methods  purfued  and  countenan- 
ced by  governor  Martin  :  fo  that  all  regard  and  fondnefs  for  the 
king  and  nation  of  Great-Britain  has  fubfided,  and  independence 
has  become  the  word  moll  in  ufe  among  them.  They  afk,  "  Is 
it  poftible  that  any  colony,  after  what  has  pafled,  can  wiih  for 
reconciliation?"  The  con  ft  ant  publications,  which  have  appear- 
ed and  been  read  with  attention,  have  greatly  promoted  the  fpi- 
rit  of  independency  :  but  no  one  fo  much  as  the  pamphlet  under 
the  fignature  of  Common  Senfe,  written  by  Mr.  Thomas  Paine, 
an  Englifhman.  The  ftile,  manner,  and  language  of  the  author 
is  lingular  and  captivating.  He  undertakes  to  prove  the  neccf- 
iity,  the  advantages,  and  practicability  of  independence.  That 
no  lurking  affeclion  for  the  fovereign  may  impede  it,  kings  are 
placed  in  a  light,  that  tends  not  only  to  deftroy  all  attachment 
to  them,  but  to  make  them  diftafteful :  their  very  office  is  at- 
tempted to  be  rendered  odious  ;  from  whence  the  tranfition  to, 
the  royal  perfon  is  eafy.  Nothing  could  have  been  better  timed 
than  this  performance.  In  unifon  with  the  fentiments  and  feel- 
ings of  the  people,  it  has  produced  raoft  aftonifhing  effects ;  and; 
been  received  with  vaft  applaufe  ;  read  by  almoft.  every  Ameri- 
can ;  and  recommended  as  a  work  replete  with  truth  ;  and  againft. 
which  none  but  the  partial  and  prejudiced  ca,n  form  any  objec- 
tions. It  has  fatisfied  multitudes,  that  it  is  their  true  intereft  im- 
mediately to  cut  the  Gordian  knot  by  which  the  American  colo- 
nies have-been  bound  to  Great-Britain,  and  to  open  their  com- 
merce, as  an  independent  people,  to  all  the  nations  of  the  world. 
It  has  been  greaily  inltrumental  in  producing  a  fimilarity  of  fen- 
timent  through  the  continent,  upon  the  fubjecf  under  the  confi- 
deration  of  congrefs.  On  the  10th,  the  bufinefs  was  poftponed. 
to  the  ill  of  July  ;  but  that  no  time  might  be  loft,  the  next  day 
Meffrs.  Jefterfon,  John  Adams,  Franklin,  Sherman,  and  R. 
R.  Livingflon,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a  decla- 
ration of  independence.  Direftly  upon  which,  congrefs  refol- 
ded, "That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  digeft.  the 
form  of  a  confederation  to  be  entered  into  between  thefe  colo- 
nies :  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  of 
•  i.-.-    es  to  be  propefc  J  to  foreign  powers." 

Let  us  pafs  for  awhile  to  other  matters 

[June  17. J  Congrefs  refolved  to  fend  major  general  Gates  in- 
to Canada,  to  take  the  command  of  the  forces  in  that  province : 
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but  before  the  latter  could  reach  them,  they  were  at  Crown- 
Point  ;  this  however  could  not  be  known  by  congrefs.  They 
concluded  upon  authorizing  gen.  Walhington  to  offer  the  Indi- 
ans a  reward  of  a  hundred  dollars  for  every  commiffioned  offi- 
eer,  and  thirty  dollars  for  every  private  foldier  of  the  king's 
troops,  that  they  fhould  take  prifoners  in  the  Indian  country,  or 
on  the  frontiers  of  the  united  colonies.  The  general's  army  is 
furrounded  by  a  great  number  of  fecret  foes,  who,  he  is  per- 
fuaded,  will  Hick  at  nothing  to  effect  their  purpofes  of  deftroy- 
ing  it.  They  had  laid  a  deep  fcheme  for  doing  it,  which  was 
profecuted  with  the  utmoft  vigilance,  but  has  been  happily  dif- 
covered.  The  general  has  full  proof  as  to  their  intentions 
again  ft  the  army ;  but  is  not  fo  clear,  whether  there  was  any 
thing  perfonal  defigned  againft  himfelf.  That  reliance  however, 
which  he  has  on  the  protection  of  an  all-wife  and  beneficient 
Being,  has  fecured  him  at  leaft  againft  the  feai  of  it ;  and  will 
prevent  any  change  in  his  conduft  from  taking  place  through, 
apprehenfion*.  Two  of  the  general's  guard  were  concerned;  a 
third,  it  is  faid,  whom  they  tempted  to  join  them,  made  the 
difcovery.  Several  were  taken  into  cuftody;  and  among  them 
the  mayor  of  New-York,  who  confeffed  the  bringing  of  money 
from  gov.  Tryon  to  pay  for  rifles  made  by  a  gunfmith,  now  in 
irons.  The  mayor  after  being  twice  examined,  was  remanded  tQ 
prifon  under  a  proper  guard. 

This  affair  produced  a  change  in  the  politics  of  Ntvo- Jerfey . 
That  colony,  it  was  thought,  would  be  among  the  laft  to  alter 
its  government,  whereas  it  will  now  be  among  the  firft  that  gets 
a  fettled  conftitution.  Nothing  more  than  a  bare  majority  in  fa- 
vor of  the  alteration,  was  expected  in  the  provincial  congrefs:  but 
the  plot  againft  the  general  wrought  wonders :  there  were  but 
four  diffenting  voices.  On  the  21ft,  however,  before  they 
could  know  the  plot  as  a  body,  they  proceeded  to  eleft  delegates 
for  the  continental  congrefs,  whom  they  empowered  to  join  in 
declaring  the  united  colonies  independent  of  Great-Britain.  In 
thiselecuon  they  left  out  William  Livingfton,  efq;  under  aftrong 
perfuafion  that  he  was  not  favorable  to  independency;  and  chofe 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Witherfpoon,  the  prefident  of  the  college  at  Prince- 
ton, from  a  conviciion  that  he  woidd  fupport  it  with  all  his 
abilities. 

[June  25.]  Gen.  Howe  arrived  at  Sandy -Rook  in  the  Grey-^ 
hound  frigate.  He  foon  received  from  gov.  Tryon  a  full  ac- 
count of  the  ftate  and  difpofition  of  the  province,  as  well  as  of 
the  ftrength  of  the  Americans.  Gen.  JVafJiington's  army  was 
fmall,  rather  below  nine  thoufand  fit  for  duty.  Of  this  little 
army,  he  wrote,  [June  28].  "  at  leaft  2000  are  wholly  deftitute 

*  The  general's  letter  tc  me. 
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of  arms,  and  near  as  many  with  arms  in  fuch  condition  as  to  be. 
rather  calculated  to  diicaurage  than  animate  the  ufer."  The 
fame  day,  the  Britifh  fleet  arrived  with  gen.  Howe's  troops  from 
Halifax.  They  took  pofleffion  of  Staten-Ifland,  July  the  2d. 
On  the  4th,  the  American  adjudant  general,  col.  Jofeph  Reed, 
wrote  to  a  member  of  congrefs,  "  With  an  army  of  force  before 
and  a  fecret  one  behind,  we  ftand  on  a  point  of  land  with  6000 
old  troops,  (if  a  year's  fervice  of  about  hair,  can  entitle  them  to 
the  name)  and  about  1500  new  levies  of  this  province,  many  dif- 
affefted  and  more  doubtful.  In  this  fituation  we  are :  every  man 
in  the  army,  from  the  general  to  the  private  (acquainted  with  our 
true  fituation)  is  exceedingly  difcouraged.  Had  I knozvn  the  true 
pojlure  of  affairs,  no  consideration  would  have  tempted  me  to  have 
taken  an  aaive  part  of  this  Jcene  ;  and  this  fentiment  is  univerfai.'1 
Gen.  Howe  is  fufficiently  ftrong,  confidering  the  goodnefs  of 
his  troops,  to  rnake  a  fuccefsful  attempt  upon  the  Americans  i 
but  being  in  daily  expectation  of  the  reinforcement  from  Europe, 
he  will  undoubtedly  remain  inactive  till  their  arrival. 

This  then  is  a  proper  opportunity  for  relating  the  operations  in 
South-Carolina. 

The  defigns  of  rniniftry  againfl  the  fouthern  colonies  were 
providentially  difcovered,  before  the  arrival  of  Sir  Peter  Park- 
er. In  the  begining  of  April  capt.  James  Barron  arrived  at 
Williamfburgh,  with  difpatches  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate 
for  governor  Eden  of  Mar)  land,  which  he  took  from  on  board 
a  fmall  veffel  fent  by  lord  Dunmore  to  carry  them  to  Anna- 
polis. The  fecretary !s  letter  is  dated  Whitehall,  Dec.  23, 1775, 
and  fays. 

"  Sir, 

"  An  armament  of  feven  regiments,  with  a  fleet  of  frigates 
and  fmall  fhips,  is  now  in  readinefs  to  proceed  to  the  fouthern 
colonies,  in  order  to  attempt  the  reftoration  of  legal  government 
in  that  part  of  America.  It  will  proceed  in  the  fii  ft  place  to 
North-Carolina,  and  from  thence  either  to  South-Carolina  or 
Virginia,  as  circumftances  fhall  point  out."  This  difcovery  is 
ranked,  by  the  American  commander  in  chief,  among  many 
other  fignal  interpofitions  of  Providence,  and  as  ferving  to  infpire 
every  reflecting  mind  with  confidence.  No  one  profetfes  "  a  more 
reliance  on  the  all-wife  and  powerful  difpenfations  of  the  fupreme 
Being,  or  thinks  his  aid  more  neceffary." 

[April  18.J  The  Ann  and  Ifabella  arrived  at  Cape  Fear  with 
part  of  the  17th  regiment;  lhe  was  the  firft  veilel  of  Sir  Peter 
Parker's  fleet.  From  her  arrival  to  the  fecond  of  May,  thirteen 
tranfportsgot  in.  On  die  third  of  May,  Sir  Pder  and  twenty  fail 
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arrived  with  lord  Cornwallis,  gen.  Vaughan  and  others  :  when 
they  met  with  general  Clinton,  who,  after  leaving  New-York, 
proceeded  to  Virginia,  where  he  faw  lord  Dunmore  ;  but  find- 
ing that  no  fervice  could  be  effected  in  that  colony,  he  repaired 
to  Cape  Fear  river,  and  waited  the  arrival  of  the  armament  from 
Europe.  [May  5.]  Gen.  Clinton  iffued  out  a  proclamation  from 
on  board  the  Pallas  tranfport,  offering  free  pardon  to  all  fuch  as 
fhould  lay  down  their  arms,  &c.  excepting  Cornelius  Harnett 
and  Robert  Howe.  The  defeat  of  the  Highlanders  and  regula- 
tors in  February,  and  the  meafures  afterward  taken  for  the  fafety 
of  the  colony,  diverted  the  commanders  from  attempting  any 
thing  againft  it ;  and  led  them  to  conclude  upon  attacking  Charlef- 
town,  which  they  were  in  full  expectation  of  fubduing,  as  they 
had  about  2800  land  forces  to  co-operate  with  the  men  of  war. 
Prior  to  their  arrival  and  junction  every  exertion  had  been  made 
to  put  the  colony  of  South-Carolina,  and  efpecially  its  capital,  iri 
a  refpeftable  pofture  of  defence.  As  one  mean  conducing  to  it, 
works  were  erected  on  Sullivan's  ifland,  Mutated  fo  near  the  chan- 
nel as  to  be  a  very  convenient  poft  for  annoying  {hips  approach- 
ing the  town  ;  and  about  thirty  cannon,  32,  18  and  9  pounders, 
Were  mounted  on  a  fort  conftrutted  with  palmetto.  This  is  a 
tree  peculiar  to  the  fouthern  flates,  which  grows  from  twenty  to 
forty  feet  high  without  branches,  and  then  terminates  in  fome- 
thing  refembling  the  head  of  a  cabbage.  The  wood  is  remarka- 
bly ipongy.  A  bullet  entering  it  makes  no  extended  fracture, 
but  buries  itfelf  without  injuring  the  parts  adjacent. 

On  the  firft  of  June,  advices  were  received  in  Chafleftown, 
that  a  fleet  of  forty  or  fifty  fail  was  at  anchor  about  fix  leagues  to 
the  northward  of  Sullivan's  ifland.  The  next  day  the  alarm  fig- 
nal  was  fired,  and  expreffes  fent  to  the  officers  commanding  the 
militia  in  the  country,  to  repair  to  the  immediate  defence  of  the 
Capital  with  the  forces  under  their  refpective  command.  In  a 
few  days  feveral  hundred  of  the  enemy's  troops  were  landed  orr 
Lon'g-lfland,  fituated  to  the  ealhvard  of  Sullivan's,  and  fepara- 
ted  from  it  by  a  creek.  On  the  10th  the  Briftol,  a  ,50  gun  ihip, 
her  guns  being  previoufly  taken  out,  got  fafe  over  the  bar.  About 
this  time  a  proclamation  was  fent  afhore,  in  which  gen.  Ciinton' 
promifed  pardon  to  the  inhabitants,  upon  their  laying  down  their' 
arms,  and  quietly  fubmitting  to  the  re-eftablifhment  of  royal  go- 
vernment. It  produced  none  of  the  effects  wifhed  from  it.  The 
militia  of  the  country  very  generally  obeyed  the  fummous  of  prefi- 
dent  Rutledge,  and  repaired  in  great  numbers  to  the  capital.  The 
regular  regiments  of  the  adjacent  northern  colonies,  having  been 
ordered  to  the  affiftance  of  their  fouthern  neighbours,  arrived 
at  this  critical  juncture.    The  whole  were  command-id  by  gen.- 
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Lee,  who  had  been  fent  to  the  fouthward  on  gen.  Clinton's  leav- 
ing the  Hook.  The  great  opinion,  every  where  entertained  of 
his  ability  and  experience,  add  to  the  fpirits  of  the  troops  and 
inhabitants.  In  a  few  days  the  Americans,  including  the  militia 
of  the  town  and  country,  amounted  to  five  or  fix  thoufand  men. 
The  firfl  South-Carolina  regular  regiment,  commanded  by  col. 
Gadfden,  was  ftationed  at  fort  Johnfon,  on  the  moft  northerly 
point  of  James-Ifland,  and  within  point  blank  {hot  of  the  chan- 
nel. The  fecond  and  third  regular  regiments  of  the  colony,  com- 
manded by  cols.  Moultrie  and  Thompfon,  occupied  the  two  ex- 
tremities of  Sullivan 's-Ifland.  The  other  forces  had  their  pofts 
afligned  them  at  Haddrell's-Point,  James-Ifland,  and  along  the 
bay  in  front  of  the  town.  The  flreets  near  the  water  were  in 
different  places  ftrongly  barricaded.  The  ftores  on  the  wharfs, 
though  immenfely  valuable,  were  pulled  down,  and  lines  of  de- 
fence continued  along  the  water's  edge.  Domeftic  convenien- 
ces were  exchanged  for  blankets  and  knapfacks,  and  gentlemen 
of  the  moft  independent  fortune  laboured  with  the  hoe  and  fpade 
in  their  hands.  Gov.  Rutledge,  fore  againft  his  will,  was  oblig- 
ed to  adopt  fome  abfolute  meafures  for  the  defence  of  the  place. 
HeprefTed  700  negroes  with  tools,  &c.  belonging  to  non-a'foci- 
ators,  to  work  upon  the  fortifications  and  trenches  ;  and  feized 
for  the  prefent,  the  cafh  and  papers  of  many  affociators,  in  name 
only,  to  prevent  their  doing  mifchief,  as  they  hung  back  in  tho 
hour  of  trial.  In  a  few  days,  by  the  labour  of  the  citizens,  .in 
conjunction  with  the  negroes,  fuch  obftruclions  were  thrown  in 
the  way  as  would  have  greatly  embarrafled  the  royal  army,  had 
it  attempted  landing  in  the  town.  [June  26. j  The  Experiment 
of  (5o  guns  fafely  croffed  the  bar,  after  taking  fimilar  precautions 
with  the  Briftol. 

[June  28.]  The  fort  on  Sullivan's-ifland  is  now  to  be  attacked 
by  the  two  50  gun  fhips,  the  Briftol  and  Experiment — four  fri- 
gates, the  Aclive,  Afteon,  Solebay  and  Syren,  each  of  28  guns 
< — the  Sphynx  of  20  guns,  the  Friendfhip  armed  veflel  of  22  guns, 
the  Ranger  floop  and  Thunder  bomb  each  of  eight  guns.  The 
Thunder  bomb,  covered  by  the  armed  fhip,  takes  her  ftation  in 
the  morning,  and  begins  to  throw  fhells,  between  the  hours  of 
ten  and  eleven.  The  Active,  Briftol,  Experiment  and  Solebay 
come  boldly  on  to  the  attack.  A  little  before  eleven,  the  garn- 
fon  fires  four  or  five  fhot  at  the  Aftive  while  under  fail.  When 
fhe  comes  near  the  fort,  fhe  drops  anchor,  and  pours  in  a  broad- 
fide.  Her  example  is  followed  by  the  three  other  veffels,  and  a 
muft  furious  and  incefTant  cannonade  enfues.  The  Sphynx,  Ac- 
teon  and  Syren  are  ordered  to  take  their  ftation  between  the  end 
of  the  ifland  and  Charleftown,  partly  to  enfilade  the  works  of  the 

fortTj 
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fort,  partly  to  cut  off  the  communication  between  the  ifland  and 
the  continent,  and  partly  to  prevent   any  attempts   that  may  be 
made  to  interrupt  the  grand  attack.     The  weftern  extremity  of 
the  fort,  off  which  they  arc  to  be  (lationed,  is  fo  uufmifhed  as  to 
afford  very  imperfeft  cover  to  the  men  at  the  guns  in  that  part, 
and  alfo  fo  fituated  as  to  expofe  the  men  in  the  other  parts  of  the 
fort  to  a  very  dangerous  crofs  fire.     Providence  on  this  occafiori 
remarkably  interpofes  in  behalf  of  the  garnfon,  and  faves  them 
from  a  fate,  that   undoubtedly  would ,  otherwise    be   inevitable. 
About  twelve  o'clock,  as  the  .three  lafl-mentioned  (hips  are  ad- 
vancing, they  all  get  entangled  with  a  fiioal  called  the  Middle 
Ground;  two  of  theiii  run  foul   of  each  other.     The  Afcleon 
flicks  fall.    The  Sphynx,  before'  Ihe  clears  herfelf,  lofes  her  bow- 
fprit  ;  but  the  Syren  gets  off  without  much  injury.     They  are 
too  late  however,  or  in  no  condition  for  executing  the  intended 
fervice.     The  Thunder  bomb,  aTter  having  thrown    about  6q 
(hells,  is  fo  damaged  a"s  to  be  incapable  of  firing  longer.     While 
the  continued  fire  from  the  fhips  teem  fufficient  to  lhake  the  bra- 
ved enemy,  and  daunt  the  courage  of  the  mod  veteran  foldier, 
the  return  made  from  the  fort  calls  for  the  refpeel  of  the  brave 
Britifh  feamen,  though  highly  incefmmoded  by  it.     The  garrifon, 
winch  confifts  of  col.  Moultrie,  344  regulars,  and  a  few  volun- 
teer militia,  nearly   all  raw  and   unexperienced,  flick   to  their 
tuns  with   the  gre.ttefl   coriflaricy.  and  firtrmefs,  amidit  a  moll; 
dreadful  roar  of  artillery.    They  fire  deliberately  and  (lowly,  and 
lake  a  cool   and  effective  aim.     The  (hips  fuffer  accordingly. 
They  are  torn  almoft  to  pieces,  and  the  (laughter  is  dreadful.    Ne- 
ver did  Britilh  valor  fhine  more  confpicuous;  nor  ever  did  their 
marine  experience  fd  rough  an  encounter,  in  ari  engagement  of 
the  fame  nature  with  a:riy  foreign  enemy.     The  fpririgs  of  the 
Briflol's  cable  being  cut  By  the  (hot,  fhe  is  for  Come  time  mod 
dreadfully  raked  by  the  Americans.     Capt.  Morris,  who  com- 
mands her,  though  he  has  received  a  dumber  of  wounds,  difdains 
quitting  his  duty,  till  his  arm  being  at  length  (hot  off,  he  is  car- 
ried away  in  circumftances  that  afford  no  po.dibiiitv  of  recovery. 
Sir  Peter  Parker  fuffers  a  (light  contufion.    Everv  man  Rationed 
in  the  beginning  of  the  aftion  on  the  quarter  deck  of  the  Briflol, 
is  either  killed  or  wounded.     In  the  whole  fhe  has  40  men  killed 
and  7 1.  wounded.    The  Experiment  has  23  killed  and  76  wound- 
ed.    Capt.  Scott,  who  commands  her,  lofes  his  arm  and  received 
many  other  wounds.     Lord  Campbell,  the  late  governor  of  the 
colony,  who  ferves  as  a  volunteer,    with  the  greateil  fpirit  and 
bravery,  and  is  fo  condefcending  as  to  accept  of  the  direction  of 
fame  guns  on  the  lower  gun  deck,  receives  a  "hurt  in  h\s  left  fide, 
Vol:  II;  N  which 
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Which  may  finally  prdve  mortal*.  The  fire  of  the  fort'  is  prin- 
cipally directed  againft  the  Briflol  and  Experiment,  which  fuffer 
very  much  in  their  hulls,  mafts  and  rigging.  Not  lefs  than  70 
halls  go  through  the  former*  The  Afteon  has  a  lieutenant  killed! 
and  fix  men  wounded.  The  Solebay  has  eight  men  wound- 
ed. The  lofs  of  the  garrifon  is  only  ten  men  killed  and  twenty- 
two  wounded, 

The  guns  at  the  fort  were  at'  one  time  fo  long  filenceci,  that  it 
was  thought  to  have  been  abandoned.  When  the  garrifon  had 
received  a  recruit  of  powder,  the  expenditure  of  their  flock  ha- 
ving obliged  them  to  ceafe  firing,  they  began  it  again,  and  did 
amazing  execution  by  its  excemve  feverity*  During  the  long* 
hot  and  oblHnate  conflict  between  the  American  fori  and  the  Bri- 
tifh  men  of  war,  the  feamen  looked  frequently  and  impatiently 
to  the  eaftward,  expefting  to  fee  the  land  forces,  under  general 
Clinton  and  lord  Cornwallis,  advance  from  Long-Ifland,  and 
march  up  to  fecond  the  attack ;  but  in  this  they  were  difappoint- 
ed.  Though  the  creek  between  that  ifland  and  Sullivan's  is  ea- 
lily  fordable  in  general,  yet  at  that  time,  through  a  long  feries 
of  eafterly  winds  it  was  uncommonly  deep,  and  impafla'ble  at  the 
nfual  place  of  paffage.  The  Britifh  troops  might  have  crofled 
higher  up  ;  but  then  they  muff  have  been  expofed  fo  completely 
and  fo  long  to  the  American  fire,  that  they  would  have  run  the 
rifk  of  being  defeated.  Col.  Thornpfon,  with  300  riflemen  of 
his  regiment;  col.  Clark,  with  200  regulars  of  the  North-Caro-* 
Itna  line  j  col.  Horry,  With  200  South-Carolina  militia,  and  the 
Raccoon  company  of  militia  riflemen,  with  an  eighteen  pounder 
rind  a  field  piece,  were  ffatioried  at  the  eafl  end  of  Sullivan's-If- 
land  to  oppofe  their  crotfirig. 

The  Britifh  fire  was  kept  up  without  intermiftion  till  near  fe- 
Ven  o'clock,  when  it  flackehed  confiderably.  At  half  pafl  nine^ 
tiie  firing  on  both  fides  ceafed,  and  at  eleven  the  fhattered  fhips 
flipped  their  cables,  and  withdrew  from  the  fcene  of  aftion,  af- 
ter an  engagement  which  had  been  fupported  with  uncommon 
courage  and  vigor  oft  both  fides  for  above  ten  hours.  Next 
morning  all  the  men  of  war,  except  the  Afteon,  had  retired! 
about  two  miles  from  the  iflarid.  The  garrifon  fired  feverai 
fhot  at  her  ;  fhe  at  firfl  returned  them,  but  foon  after  the  crew 
fet  her  on  fire  and  abandoned  her,  leaving  the  colours  flying, 
the  guns  foaded,  and  all  her  ammunition  and  ffores  behind.  She 
Was  in  a  fhort  time  boarded  by  a  party  of  Americans,  who  brought 
oif  her  colours,  the  fhip's  bell,  and  as  many  fails  and  ffores  as 
three  boats  cotild  contain.  While  the  flames  were  burfling  out 
«9w  all  fides,  they  fired  three  of  her  guns  at  the  commodore,  and 

*  It  at  length  occafiened  his  death. 

then 
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then  quitted  her ;  and  in  lefs  thai)  half  an  hour  after  (he  blew 
up. 

There  were  many  thoufand  (hot  fired  at  the  fort  from  the  (hip* 
ping ;  but  the  works  fuflered  little  damage  :  thofe  which  ftruck. 
the  fort  were  buried  in  its  foft  wood.  Hardly  a  hut  or  tree  on  the 
ifland  efcaped.  Seven  thoufand  balls  have  been  picked,  up.  fince 
the  engagement. 

When  the  Britiih  fleet  appeared  off  the  coaft,  there  was  fo 
fcanty  a  (lock  of  lead,  that  to  fupply  the  mufketry  with  balls,  it 
became  neceifary  to  ftrip  the  windows  of  the  dwelling  houfes  in 
Charleftown  of  their  weights.     Powder  alfo  was  very  fcarcc, 
notwithstanding  a  feafonable  fupply  received  a  few  days  before 
the  engagement.     The  proportion  allotted  for  the  defence  of  the 
tort  was  but  barely  enough  for    flow   firing.     It  was  expended 
with  great  deliberation.    The  officers,  in  turn,  pointed  the  guns 
with  fuch  exaftnefs,  that  moll  of  their  fhot  took  effeft  on  the 
(hipping.     In   the  beginning  of  the   a£tion  the    flag-ftafF   was 
ihot   away.     Sergeant   Jafper  of  the    grenadiers    immediately 
jumped  on  the  beach?  took  up   the  flag,  and  fattened  it  on   a 
iponge-ftaff.     He  mounted  the  merlon  with  it  in  his  hand ;    and 
though  the  (hips  were  directing  their  inceflant  broad  fides  at  the 
fpot,  deliberately  fixed  it.     The  day  after  the  aftion,  gov.  Rut- 
ledge  prefented  the  fergeant  with  a  fword,    as  a  mark  of  refpecl 
for  his  diftinguifhed  valour.     Seven  of  the  wounded  of  the  garri% 
fon  loft  their  limbs ;  but  not  with  thefe  their  fpirits ;  for  they  m- 
thufiaflically  encouraged  their  comrades,  never  to  abandqa  the 
standard  of  liberty  and   their  country*.     This  was  particularly 
noticed  of  fergeant  M'Donald,  who  being  mortally  wounded  by 
a  cannon  pal!,  employed  the  interval  between   the  wounding 
^nd  his  death,  in  exhortations  to  that  purpofe,      He  expired 
in  a  few  minutes,  when  Jafper   removed  the  body  out  of  fight, 
galling  out  at  the  fame  inftant,  "  revenge  the  brave  man's  death." 
Charleftown  has  certainly  had  a  narrow   efcape.     Gen.  Lee, 
wrote  to  the  board  of  war  July  the  feco^xd,  "  For  the  want  o£ 
cavalry,  Charleftown   and  its  dependencies  had  certainly  been 
loft,  if  the  enemy  had  acted  with  that  vigor  and  expedition  we 
had  reafon  to   expefi,  but  a  moft^  unaccountable   languor  and 
jnertnefs  on  their  parts  have  faved  us."     Thp  unfinifhed  ftate  of 
the  fort,  the  danger  of  its  being  enfiladed,  and  the  difficulty  of  a 
retreat  for  want  of  a  durable,  communication  between  the  ifland 
and  the  main  by  abridge,  led.  the  general  to  view  the  fort  rather 
as  untenable,  and  to  incline  to  the  abandoning  of  it :  but,  when 
Jie  found  that  col.  Mpultrie  was  determined  at  all  adventures  to 

*Ggjiera!  Lee>  letter  to  congref^ 
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attempt  its  defence,  he  fatisfted  himfelf  with  advifing  to  a  feafo  li- 
able evacuation,  and  againfl  rifking  too  much  in  its  fupport. — 
The  colonel  and  his  garriron  have  deferved  the  praifes  and  thanks 
of  their  country,  and  will  undoubtedly  meet  with  due  honor. 

Some  think  there  was  a  capital  millakeon  the  part  of  the  Bri- 
fifh  commanders  in  flopping  at  the  fort,  when  Charleflown  was 
the  obje£t ;  and  that  the  fleet  fhould  have  palled  the  Uland,  in 
order  to  their  attacking  the  town,  which,  with  a  leading  wind 
and  tide,  might  have  been  done  with  a  tenth  part  of  the  lofs  an4 
damage  that  the  fhips  have  fullained.  But  had  they  palfed  the 
fort  a  fuccefsful  attack  upon  the  town  was  not  a  necefTary 
confequence.  The  very  attack  of  the  fort  would  have  been 
fuccefsful  had  the  Afcleon  got  fafe  to  her  ftation,  inltead  of  run- 
ning aground. 

The  fate  of  this  expedition  will  contribute  greatly  to  efla- 
Lliih  the  popular  government  it  was  intended  to  ovcrfct:  while 
(lie  news  of  it  will  fly  like  a  meteor  through  the  conti- 
nent, and  carry  with  it  a  moft  malignant  influence  on  the 
royal  caufe.  Sir  Peter  Parker  will  moft  probably  fail  foon, 
with  the  fleet  and  troops,  for  the  Hook,  and  in  order  to  join 
lord  Howe. 

Now  let  us  rcfume  the  momentous  bufinefs  of  independency, 

'i  he  Pennjylvania  affembly  withdrew  from  its  union  with  con- 
gveis,  in  confequence  of  niilruftions  to  their  delegates,  upon  the 
congreflional  refolve  of  May  the  f^th,  for  fupprefling  all  autho- 
rity derived  from  the  crown  of  Great-Britain  in  the  united  colo- 
nics. The  committee  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia 
apprehended,  that  by  this  flep  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  in  compliance  with  the  requeft  of  a  large  majority  of 
the  inhabitants,  ifnied  letters  on  the  20th  of  May  (by  virtue  of  a 
power  given  to  them  in  the  provincial  convention  held  in  Janu- 
ary 177,5)  f°r  calhng  a  conference  of  the  committees  of  the. 
counties,  in  order  to  collect  the  fenfe  of  the  inhabitants  upon  the 
aforefaid  refolve  ofcongref?,  and  to  bring  about  a  re-union  of 
the  provinces  with  the  other  colonies,  hy  calling  a  provincial; 
convention,  with  a  view  to  form  a  government  for  that  purpofe. 
They  intimated  their  belief,  that  the  affembly  had  been  dragged 
into  a  compliance  with  moft  cfihe  resolutions  of  congrefs  from 
(car  of  a  provincial  convention.  Meffrs.  John  Bayard  and  Da- 
niel Roberdeau  were,  particularly  aclive  in  this  bufinefs.  The 
deputies  of  the  people  aflembled  ("June  24.]  in  full  provincial 
conference,  and  unanimoully  declared  their  willingnefs  to  con- 
cur in  a  vote  of  congrefs  declaring  the  united  colonies  free  and  in- 
dependent ilates.  A  change  in  their  delegates  followed.  Mr. 
Dickinfon  oppofed  openly,  and  upon  principle,  the  declaration, 
6f  independence,  and  was  therefore  removed, 

"4   '  '•■'■-•-  Tfes 
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The  Maryland  convention  had  inftru&ed  their  delegates,  laft 
December,  to  oppofe  the  queftion  of  independency.  Thefa 
therefore,  having  given  their  vote  againft  it,  withdrew;  not  from 
aperfonal  oppolitioq,  but  in  compliance  with  their  public  reprc- 
fentation.  Mr.  Samuel  Cfyafe  was  ftrongly  attached  to  it ;  ancj 
when  he  was  returned  to  Maryland,  procured  county  inflrueli- 
ons  to  the  members,  of  convention,  by  which  the  laft  were  indu- 
ced to  alter  their  own  inftruftions.  He  tranfmitted  an  account  of 
it  to  his  friend  in  congrefs,  in  the  following  terms,—"  Annapo, 
lis,  June  28.  Friday  evening,  nine  o'clock.  I  am  this  moment 
from  the  houfe  to  procure  an  exprefs  to  follow  the  poft,  with  an 
unanimous  vote  of  our  convention  for  independence,  &c.  See  the 
glorious  effefts  of  county  inftruclions.  Our  people  have,  fire,  if 
not  fmothered.     S.  Chafe.5' 

Quly  i.J  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  intq  a  committee  of  the 
whole  upon  the  fubje£l  of  independency :  but  neither  colonies 
nor  members  being  unanimous,  it  was  postponed  till  the  next  day. 
f  July  4.]  They  had  it  under  further  confideration,  when  the 
declaration  of  independence  was  agreed  to  and  adopted.  The 
the  title  of  it  is, 

A  Declaration  by  the   reprefentatiyes  of  the    Uniteq 
States  qf  A,merica  in  congrefs  affembled. 

The  preamble  follows  in  thefe  words :  "  When,  in  the  courfc 
?  of  human  events,  it  becomes  neceffary  for  one  people  to  dif- 
P  folve  the  political  bands  which  have  connected  them  with  ano- 
"  ther,  and  to  affume,  among  the  powers  of  the  earth,  the  fe- 
■'  parate  and  equal  flat  ion  to  which  the  laws  of  nature  and  of 
"  nature's  God  entitle  them,  a  decent  refpeft  to  the  opinions  ot 
'  mankind  requires  that   they  fhculd  declare  the  caufes  which 

■  {  impel  them  to  the  feparation. 

"  We  hold  thefe  truths  to  be  felf-evident;  that  all  men  are, 

t'  created  equal;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator,  with 

■'  certain  unalienable  rights  ;  that  among  thefe  are  life,  liberty, 

■  '  and^the  purfuit  of  happinefs : — That  to.  fecure  thefe  rights,' 
"  governments  are  inftituted  among  men,  deriving  their  juft 
"  powers  from  the  confent  of  the  governed ;  that  whenever  any 
"  form  of  government  becomes,  deftru&ive  of  thefe  ends,  it  is^ 
i*  the  right  of  the  people  to.  alter  or  to  abolifh  it,  and  to.  inftitute. 
"  anew  government,  laying  its  foundation  on  fuch  principles,  and 
I*  organizing  its  powers  in  fuch  form,  as  to  them  malt  feem 
"  raoft  likely  to  effect  their  fafety  and  happinefs.  Prudence, 
"  indeed,  will  dictate,  that  governments  long  eftablifhed,  fhould 
"  not  be  changed  for  light  and  tranfient  cauies;  and  accordingly 
K  all  experience  hath  lhown,  that  mankind  are  more  difpofecj 

V  tQ 
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V  to  fuffer,  while  evils  axe  fufferable,  than  to  right  themfelves 

V  by  abolifhing  the  forms  to  which  they  are  accuftomed.     But 

V  when  a  long  train  of  abufes  and  ufurpations,  purfuing  invariar 
"  bly  the  fame  objeft,  evinces  a  defign  to  reduce  them  under  ab- 

V  folute  defpotifm,  it  is  their  right,  it  is  their  duty,  to  throw  off 
"  fuch  government,  and  to  provide  new  guards  for  their  future 
**.  fecurity.     Such  has  been  the  patient   fufferance  of  thefe  colo. 

V  nies ;  and  fuch  is  now  the  neceffity  which  conftrains  them  to 
"  alter  their  former  fy items  of  government."  The  declaration 
proceeds  to  give  '•  a  hiftory  of  repeated  injuries,  and  ufur- 
*'.  pations,  aU  having  in  direft  objecl  the  eftablifhment  of  an  ab- 
'.'  folute  tyranny  over  thefe  ftates.  To  prove  this,  let  facls  be 
"  fubmitted  to  a  candid  world."  It  then  enters  upon  a  fpecifica- 
tion  of  injuries,  and  complaints  to  the  following  purport,— 

Affent  has  been  refufed  to  laws  the  moil  w.holefome  and  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  public  good. 

Governors  ha^'e  been  forbidden  to  pafs  laws  of  immediate  and 
preffing  importance,  unlefs  fufpended  in  their  operation  till  af- 
fented  to  in  Britain ;  and  when  fo  fufpended,  an  attention  to 
them  has  been  utterly  neglefted. 

Legifiative  bodies  have  been  called  together  at  places  unufua) 
uncomfortable,  and  diftant  from  the  depofitory  of  their  public- 
records,  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  fatiguing  them  into  a  compliance 
with  favorite  meafures. 

Houfes  of  reprefentatives  have  been  dififolved  repeatedly,  for 
oppofing  with  manly  firmnefs,  invafions  on  the  rights  of  the 
people. 

For  a  long  time  after  fuch  diffolution,  it  has  been  refufed  to 
permit  others  to  be  elefted  ;  whereby  the  legifiative  power,  in- 
capable of  annihilation,  have  returned  to  the  people  at  large  for 
their  exercife ;  the  ftate  remaining  in  the  mean  time  expoled  to 
all  the  dangers  of  invafion  from  without,  and,  convujfions 
within. 

Endeavours  have  been  made  to  prevent  the  population  of  thefe 
ftates,  by  obftrufting  the  laws  for  naturalization  of  foreigners, 
refuting  to  pafs  others  to  encourage  their  migrations  hither,  and 
raifing  the  conditions  of  new  appropriations  of  lands. 

TThe  adminiitration  of  juitice  has  been  obftrufted  by  the  re- 
futing of  affent  to  laws  for  eita^.lifhing  judiciary  powers. 

Judges  have  been  made  dependent  on  the  crown  alone  for  the 
♦enure  of  their  offices,  and  the  amounj  and  payment  of  their  fa- 
laries. 

A  multitude  of  new  offices  have  been  ereeled,  and  fwarms  of 
officers  have  been  fent  hither  to  harrafs  the  people,  and  eat  out 
their  fubftance. 

Standing 
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Standing  armies  have  been  kept  irp  among  as  in   times?  of 
peace,  without  the  confent  of  our  legitlatures. 

The  military  has  been  rendered  independent  of,  and  fuperiof 
to  the  civil  power; 

A  plan  has  been  formed  to  fubjecl;  us  to  a  jurifdicliorr  foreign 
to  our  conilitution,  and  unacknowledged  by  Our  laws. 

A£ls  have  been  pa/fed  by  the  Britilh  Iegiflature,  for'  quarter- 
ing large  bodies  of  armed  troops  among  us';— For  protecling 
them  by  a  mock  trial,  from  punifhment  for  any  murders  which 
they  mould  commit  on  the  inhabitants-  of  thefe  nates  ; — For  cut- 
ting off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the  world  ;— For  impofmg 
taxes  on  us  without  our  cohfent ;— For  depriving  Usj  m  many 
Cafes,  of  the  benefits  of  trial  by  jury ; — For  tranfporting  us  be- 
yond feas  to  be  tried  for  pretended  offences  ;— For  abolifhing 
the  free  fyflem  of  Englifh  laws  in  a  neighbouring  province,  eftab- 
lifhing  therein  an  arbitrary  government,  and  enlarging  its  boun- 
daries, fo  as  to  fender  it  at  once  an  example  and  fit  inflrument 
for  introducing  the  fame  abfolute  rule  into  thefe  colonies  ;— Par- 
taking away  our  charters,  abolifhing  our  mofl  Valuable  laws,  and 
altering  fundamentally  the  forms  of  our  governments  ;" — For 
fufpending  our  own  legiflatures,  and  declaring  the  Britifh  par- 
liament invefted  with  power  to  legiflate  for  us  in  all-  cafes  what- 
soever. 

The  crown  of  Great-Britain  has  abdicated  government  here, 
by  declaring  us  out  of  its  prote&ion,  and  waging  war  againft  us. 
Our  feas  have  been  plundered,  our  coafts  ravaged,  our  towns 
burnt,  and  the  lives  of  our  people  deftroyed. 

Large  armies  of  foreign  mercenaries  are  at  thist'ime  tranfport- 
ing,  to  complete  the  Works  of  death*  defolation  and  tyranny^ 
already  begun  with  circumftances  of  cruelty  and  perfidv,  fcarcdy 
paralleled  in  the  moft  barbarous  ages,  and  totally  unworthy  a 
civilized  nation; 

Our  fellow  citizens,  taken  captive  on  the  high:  feas',  have 
been  conflrained  to  bear  arms  againft  their  country,  to  become 
the  executioners  of  their  friends  and  brethren,  or  to'  fall-  them- 
felves  by  their  hands. 

Domeftic  infurre&ions  have  been  excited  amongfl -us,  and  en- 
deavours have  been  ufed  to  bring  on  the  inhabitants  of  our  fron- 
iiers  the  mercilefs  Inhian  favages,  whbfe  known  rule  of  warfare- 
is  an  undiftinguifhed  deilrUftion  of  all  ages,  fexes,  and  conditio 
•ns.— The  declaration  proceeds,  faying, 

"  In  every  ftage  of  thefe  oppreffions,  we  have  petitioned  for' 
"  redrefs  in  the  moft  humble  terms.  Our  repeated  petitions  have 
"been  anfwered  only  by  repeated  injury.     Nor  have  we  been 
"  wanting  in  attentions  \9  our  Bntifh  brethren.  We  h;tve  warn- 
ed 


i&4         The    HISTDR*/   of    the         [J.jj.iffbi 

•'  ed  them,  from  time  to  time,  of  attempts  by  their  legiflature  to 
*'  extend  an  unwarrantable  jurifdi&ion  over  us.  We  have  re- 
««  minded  them  of  the  circumftances  of  our  emigration  and  feU 
*•  dement  here.  We  have  appealed  to  their  native  juftice  and 
«'  magnanimity,  and  we  have  conjured  them  by  the  ties  of  our 
*<  common  kindred  to  difavow  thefe  usurpations,  which  would 
"  inevitably  interrupt  our  conneftions  and  corfefpondence. — 
«*  They  too  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of  juftice  and  of  confan- 
"  guinity.  We  mull,  therefore,  acquie'fcc  in  the  neceflity, 
**  which  denounces  our  fepafation,  and  hold  them,  as  we  hold 
"  the  reft  of  mankind,  enemies  in  war,  in  peace  friends.  WE, 
*'  therefore,  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
11  in  General  Congrefs  affembled,  appealing  to  the  Supreme 
"  Judge  of  the  world  for  the  re£titude  of  our  intentions,  DO,  iii 
**  the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  thefe  co- 
"  Ionics,  folemnly  publifh  and  declare,  That  thefe  United  colo- 
"  nies  are,  and  of  right  Ought  to  be,  FREE  axd  INDEPEN- 
"  DENT  STATES  ;  that  they  afe  abfolved  from  all  allegiance 
**  to  the  Britifh  cfowri ;  and  that  all  political  connection  between 
*'  them  and  the  ftate  of  Great-Britain,  is,  and  ought  to  be  to- 
"  tally  diffolved  ;  and  that  as  Free  and  Independent  States,  they 
*'  have  full  power  to  levy  war;  conclude  peace,  contraft  allian- 
"  ces,  eftablifh  commerce,  and  to  do  all  other  a6ts  and  things 
"  which  Independent  States  may  of  right  do.  And  for  the  fup- 
*'  port  of  this  declaration,  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  protection 
««  of  DIVINE  PROVIDENCE,  we  mutually  pledge  to  each 
'*  other  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  facred  honor." 

The  declaration  was  by  order  of  congrefs  engroffed  and  figned* 
by  the  following  members,  JOHN  HANCOCK— New-H  amp- 
Shi  re,  Jofiah  Bartlitt,  William  Whipple,  Matthew  Thornton  : 
• — Massachusetts-Bay,  Samuel  Adams >  John  Adams,  Ro- 
bert That  Paine,  Elbridge  Gerry: — Rhode-Islan  d  and  Pro- 
vidence Plantations,  Stephen  Hopkins,  William  Filer  \  : — ' 
Connecticut,  Roger  Sherman,  Samuel  Huntington,  Williani 
Williams,  Oliver  Wok ott: — New- York,  William  Floyd,  Philip 
Livingjldn^  Francis  Leu  is,  Lewis  Morris: — New- Jersey, 
Richard  Stockton,  John  Witherfpoon,  Francis  Hopkinfon,  John 
Hart,  Abraham  Clark: — Pennsylvania,  Robert  Morn?,  Ben- 
jamin RuJJi,  Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Morton,  George  Clymer, 
James  Smith,  George  Taylor,  James  Wiljbn,  George  Rofs : — •' 
Delaware,  Cafdr  Rodney,  George.  Redd:— Maryland,  Sa- 
muel Chafe,  Witliam  Paca,  Thomas  Stone,  Charles  Carroll  of  Car- 
rol/ton:— Virginia,  George  Wythe,  Richard  Henry' Lee,  Tho- 
vias  Jejferfon,  Benjamin  Harrifon,  Thomas  Nelfon,  jun.  Francis 
Light joot  Lee,  Carter  Braxton: — North- Carol  in  a,  William 

Hooper; 
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Hooper,  Jofeph  Hewes,  John  Penn  ; — South-C  arolin  A,  Ed- 
ward Rutledge,  Thomas  He\zuard,jun.  Thomas  Lynch,  jun.  Arthur 
Middleton: — Georgia,  Button  Gwinnett,  Lyman.  Halt,  George 
Walton. 

The  declaration  of  congrefs  is  intended  for  their  aft  of  fepa- 
ration  from  the  crown  of  Great-Britain  :  they  therefore  no 
longer  regard  that  prudential  ftate  maxim,  the.  lung  can  do  no 
wrong  in  his  official  character  ;  but,  in  making  their  complaints, 
charge  the  fpecified  grievances  to  majefty  itfelf  ;  by  which  they 
mean  to  juftify,  in  the  fight  of  mankind,  the  renunciation  of 
their  former  allegiance.  Thus  has  an  event  been  produced, 
^  which  was  not  had  in  contemplation  by  any  of  the  colonies,  or 
even  by  any  delegate,  fcarce  by  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  as  what 
was  fo  foon  to  happen,  when  congrefs  firft  met  in  the  year  1774. 
When  Lexington  engagement  had  taken  place,  he  arid  fome  oi 
his  colleagues  judged  that  the  conteft  muff  then  iflue  in  indepen- 
dence, or  flavery  ;  and  therefore  laboured  to  eftablifh  the  firfl; 
that  the  laft  might  be  prevented.  But  had  a  feriouS  propofal  of 
feparating  from  the  crown  of  Great-Britain  been  early  introdu- 
ced into  congrefs,  the  diffolutiort  of  that  body  would  have  fol- 
lowed, through  the  general  averfion  of  the  people  at  large  and 
of  particular  colonies  tofuch  feparatioH.  The  Maffachufetts  de- 
legates had  a  very  nice  part  to  aft.  The  fouthern  colonies  were 
jealous  of  their  republican  fpirit;  arid  of  their  aiming  at  indepen- 
dency. Thefe  therefore,  by  a  moft  prudent  policv,  fecured 
thofeof  the  Virginia  delegates  that  verged  toward  republicanifm, 
with  whom  they  intrufted  any  favorite  meafure  which  they  want- 
ed to  have  carried  ;  and  who  brought  the  fame  forward  and  fup- 
ported  it  in  c6ngrefs,  againft  the  other  fouthern  delegates,  whiie 
their  Maffachufetts  brethren  attended  the  debates  without  mow- 
ing themfelves  particularly  interefted,  fo  that  the  jealoufies  of 
fuch  as  were  moft  againft  it  were  not  alarmed.  They  took  oc- 
cafion  alfo,  from  the  various  occurrences  that  Offered,  gently  to 
infufe  their  own  fentiments  into  the  minds'  of  fuch  as  had  before 
oppofed  them.  Their  wife  procedure  aided,  on  the  one  hand 
by  certain  trufty  friends  in  congrefs,  and  on  the  other  bv  the 
perfevering  blundering  politics  of  the  Britifh  miniftry,  have 
under  the  direftion  of  Providence  produced  independency.  It 
remains  to  be  feen  whether  Providence  will  give  to  the  fame  an 
abiding  eftablifhment.  The  meafure  which  congrefs  have  adop- 
ted, may  be  deemed  by  fome  prefumptuous,  confidering  the 
weaknefs  of  their  own  army  ;  the  ftrerigth  of  the  Brhifh,  affifted 
by  a  powerful  navy;  and  that  they  have  not  the  leaft  alfurance 
of  aid  from  any  foreign  power.  But  how  could  it  have  been 
avoided  ?  The  people  were  ripe  for  ft.  Prudence  dictated  a  com- 
Vol.  II.  O  pliancc 
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pliance  with  their  expectations  and  wifhes.  A  difappointment 
might  have  difgufted,  and  produced  diforder.  The  declaration 
may  give  confidence  to  the  timed  ;  and  animate  the  friends  of 
liberty  to  greater  exertions.  It  may  lead  France  to  think  that 
the  Americans  have  refources  more  than  are  known,  and  fo  in- 
cline her  to  entertain  the  thought  of  giving  them  affiftance ; 
while  it  admits  of  their  applying  for  the  fame,  with  perfect  con- 
fiitencv  as  an  independent  people.  They  have  nothing  worfe 
to  apprehend  from  the  declaration  than  before.  The  force  de- 
fined to  aft  againfr  them  proves,  that,  if  poffible,  they  are  to 
be  reduced  to  unconditional  fubmifhon  ;  the  declaration  cannot 
add  to  the  mifery  of  fuch  fubmiffion.  Befide,  the  quarrel  is  in 
fuch  a  Mage,  that  it  cannot  be  ended  with  fafcty  to  the  inhabi- 
tants, but  by  their  feparating  from  Great-Britain,  and  becoming 
independent  :  any  thing  fhort  of  that  muft  now  prove  a  conti- 
nual fource  of  diffention  and  wretchednefs.  The  members  of 
congrefs  have  had  it  for  fome  time  rung  in  their  ears, 

"  The  middle  way,  the  beft,  we  fometime  call, 
"  But  'tis  in  politics  no  way  at  all." 

["July  8. J  This  day  at  twelve  o'clock,  the  declaration  of  iri- 
dependence  was  proclaimed  at  the  ftate-houfe  in  Philadelphia^ 
amidfl  the  greateit  acclamations.  The  day,  in  confequence  of 
general  orders,  it  was  read  at  the  head  of  each  brigade  of  the 
continental  army  at  New-York,  and  every  where  received  with 
loud  huzzas,  and  the  utmoft  demonftrations  of  joy.  The  fame 
evening  the  equeftrian  flatue  of  the  king  was  laid  proftrate  on 
the  ground.  The  lead  of  which  it  is  made,  is  doomed  to  be  run 
into  bullets.  The  New- York  congrefs  have  unanimoufly  refol- 
ved,  that  they  will  at  the  rifle  of  their  lives  and  fortunes,  join 
with  the  other  colonies  in  fupporting  the  declaration  ;  and  have 
authorifed  their  delegates  to  adopt  all  fuch  meafures  as  may  be 
conducive  to  the  happinefs  of  the  United  States. 

The  New- Jerfey  convention  have  declared  their  late  gover- 
nor, William  Franklin,  efq;  a  virulent  enemy  to  the  country, 
and  a  perfon  who  may  prove  dangerous,  and  who  ought  to  be 
confined  in  fuch  place  and  manner  as  congrefs  may  dire£l  :  con- 
grefs have  ordered  him  to  be  fent  under  guard  to  governor 
Trumbull  of  Connecticut,  who  is  to  admit  him  to  his  parole  ; 
but  if  he  refufes  to  give  it,  he  is  to  be  fecured  the  fame  as  other 
prifoners.  Matters  are  drawing  on  to  fuch  a  crifis,  that  the 
next  letter  mult  neceffarily  contain  very  interefting  intelligence. 


LETTER 
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LETTER        IV. 

Roxbury,  Sept.   16,    1776. 

LORD  Dunmore  has  at  length  quitted  Virginia  and  joined 
the  Britifh  forces.  He  arrived  with  lord  Campbell  and 
Sir  Peter  Parker  off  Staten  Ifland.  [Auguft  14.]  His  lord- 
ihip  continued  on  the  coafts,  and  in  the  rivers  of  Virginia,  till 
the  clofenefs  and  filth  of  the  fmall  veffels  in  which  the  fugitives 
were  crowded,  together  with  the  heat  of  the  weather,  the  bad- 
nefs  and  fcarcity.  of  water  and  provifions,  produced  the  peftilen- 
tial  fever,  which  made  great  havock,  efpecially  among  the  ne- 
groes, many  of  whom  were  fwept  away.  When  at  length  every 
place  was  lhut  againft  him,  and  neither  water  nor  provifions 
were  to  be  obtained,  but  at  the  expence  of  blood,  it  was  found 
neceffary,  toward  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  to  burn  feveral  of 
the  fmallcr  and  leaft  valuable  veffels,  to  prevent  their  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  Americans,  and  to  fend  the  remainder, 
amounting  to  between  forty  and  fifty,  with  the  exiled  friends 
of  government,  to  leek  fhelter  in  Florida,  Bermudas,  and 
the  Weft-Indies ;  a  great  number  of  negroes  were  fent  at 
the  fame  time  to  the  lalt  of  thefe  places  for  fale.  The  Vir- 
ginians loft  about  1000  of  them  in  the  whole,  including  thofe 
who  were  killed  or  died  while  attached  to  his  lordlhip's  fervice. 
Thus  have  ended  the  hopes  entertained  of  fuppreffing  the  oppo- 
fition  to  government  in  Virginia  by  employing  the  negroes — a 
meafure  which  being  rather  invidious  than  powerful,  tended  in- 
finitely to  inflame  the  difcontents  of  the  people  without  adding 
to  the  ftrength  of  the  royal  arms.  The  New-  Jerfey  congrefs 
were  fo  irritated  by  the  plot  for  deftroying  the  American  army, 
that  they  ufed  the  utmolt  difpatch  in  forming  their  conftitution, 
and  finilhed  it  by  the  fecond  of  July, 

Though  they  knew  that  the  fubjeft  of  independence  was  be- 
fore the  continental  congrefs,  and  that  thefe  were  upon  the  point 
of  declaring  the  United  Colonies  independent  :  and  though  they 
had  empowered  their  own  delegates  to  join  in  the  declaration, 
yet  that  not  being  made  at  the  time,  they  clofed  with  faying, 
**  provided  always,  and  it  is  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
congrefs,  that  if  a  reconciliation  between  Great-Britain  and  thefe 
colonies  mould  take  place,  and  the  latter  be  taken  again  under 
the  prote6tion  and  government  of  the  crown  of  Britain,  this 
charter  fhall  be  null  and  void,  otherwifc  to  remain  firm  and  in- 
violable." 

Tho 
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The  New-Jerfey  legiflature,  in  the  following  September, 
chofe  William  Livingiton,  efq;  a  gentleman  of  the  law  and  of 
firft-rate  abilities,  to  be  their  governor.  There  was  an  equal 
number  of  votes  for  him  and  Mr.  Stockton  ;  but  the  latter  hav- 
ing jufl  at  the  moment,  refufed  to  furnifh  his  team  or  horfes  for 
the  ferviceof  the  public,  and  the  legiflature  coming  to  the  know- 
ledge of  it,  the  choice  of  Mr.  Livingllon  took  place  imme- 
diate]}'. 

rjL1'v<5-]  The  general  convention  of  Virginia  agreed  upon 
a  constitution.  They  began  their  feffion  the  fifth  of  May,  and 
ten  days  after,  when  there  were  prefent  112  members,  refolved 
imaniinoufly,  that  their  delegates  fhould  be  inftrucled  to  propofe 
to  congrefs,  that  the  United  Colonies  be  by  that  refpetlable  bo- 
dy declared  free  and  independent  Rates.  It  might  be  from  a  full 
confidence  of  receiving  fuch  inflrufctions,  that  Mr.  R.  Henry 
Lee  gave  notice,  that  he  mould  move  for  a  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. One  gentleman  of  eminence,  who  was  employed  in 
the  great  work  of  planning  the  conflitution,  made  it  his  inceflant 
Ifudy  fo  to  frame  the  portrait  of  government,  that  a  kindred 
with  New-England  might  be  difcerned  in  it. 

Let  us  now  repair  to  New- York,  and  the  neighbourhood. 

Lord  Howe  arrived  off  Halifax  toward  the  end  of  June  ;  up- 
on learning  that  the  fleet  and  army  had,  left  that  port  on  the  10th, 
and  receiving  the  letter  which  the  general  his  brother  had  left 
for  him,  he  proceeded  to  New- York  without  coming  to  an  an- 
chor, and  reached  Siaten-Ifland  by  the  12th  of  July  ;  from 
whence  he  fent  afhore  by  a  flag  to  Amboy,  a  circular  letter,  to- 

fetherwitha  declaration  to  feveral  of  the  late  governors  of  the 
Jnited  States,  then  colonies,  acquainting  them  with  his  powers, 
and  defiring  them  to  publifh  the  fame  as  generally  a$  poffible,  for 
the  information  of  the  people.  The  declaration  and  letters  were 
forwarded  to  congrefs  by  general  Wafhington  ;  and  ordered  by 
them  to  bepublifhed  in  the  feveral  newfpapers,  that  the  inhabi- 
tants might  be  informed  of  what  nature  the  commiffioners  were, 
and  what  the  terms,  with  the  expectation  of  which  the  court  of 
Britain  had  endeavoured  to  amnfe  and  difarm  them ;  and  that 
the  few  who  were  Hill  fufpendedby  a  hope  founded  either  in  the 
jufiice  or  moderation  of  the  parties  concerned,  might  be  convin- 
ced, that  the  valour  alone  of.  their  country  was  to  lave  its 
liberties. 

[July  14.]  Lord  Howe  font  up  a  flag  to  New-York  with  a 
letter,  under  the  fubfeription  of  "  George  Wafhington,  efq;"  but 
which  the  general  refufed  to  receive,  as  not  being  directed  to 
him  with  the  tile  and  the  flile  fuitable  to  his  ffation.  Congrefs 
applauded  him  for  acting  with  a  becoming  dignity;  and  then  dj- 
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reeled  that  none  of  their  officers  mould  receive  letters  or  merTa- 
ges,  that  were  not  addreffed  to  them  according  to  their  refpe&ive 
rank.  Adjudant  general  Paterfon  was  at  length  fent  [July  2o.] 
with  a  letter  addreffed  to  ■'  George  Wafhington,  &c.  &c.  &c." 
The  general  exempted  him  from  being  blind-folded,  as  cuftomary 
in  palling  through  fortifications,  and  received  him  with  thegreateft 
politenefs;  but  notwithstanding  all  the  adjutant  could  offer,  the 
tt  cdttras  would  not  remove  the  impediments  to  the  correfpon- 
dence  attempted.  The  general  told  him,  "  it  is  true  the  et  cete- 
ras  imply  every  thing;  but  it  is  no  lefs  true,  that  they  imply  any 
thing."  The  letter  therefore  was  not  accepted.  This  bufinefs. 
ferved  to  difcover  the  caft  of  the  general's  temper,  and  to  fhow 
that  he  was  firm  and  guarded.  A  conference  enfued  on  the  fuh- 
jecl  of  prifoners,  and  complaints  on  both  fides,  relative  to  the 
treatment  they  had  received.  The  adjutant  afferted  on  his  ho- 
nor, that  the  prifoners  at  Bofton,  whenever  the  ftate  of  the  army 
there  admitted  it,  were  treated  with  humanity  and  even  indul- 
gence. Upon  his  obferving  that  thecommiffioners  were  intrufl- 
ed  with  great  powers,  the  general  anfwered,  "  Their  powers  are 
only  to  grant  pardon.  They,  who  have  committed  no  fault, 
want  no  pardons.  The  Americans  are  only  defending  what  they 
think  their  indifputable  rights."  Thus  ended  a  conference, 
from  which  it  was  evident,  that  all  attempts  in  the  fame  line 
would  prove  ineffectual  at  prefent.  The  adjutant,  through  the 
whole  converfation,  addreffed  the  general  by  the  title  of  excel- 
lency, and  behaved  with  the  utmojt  attention  and  politenefs. — 
The  arrival  of  the  fleet  and  army  in  the  neighbourhood  of  New- 
York,  made  little  impreffion  on  congrefs.  They  continued 
with  the  fame  inflexibility,  in  the  purfuit  of  the  meafures  they 
had  adopted.  Whenever  the  declaration  of  independence  was 
publiihed,  it  was  received  with  the  greateft  joy.  It  reached 
Charleltown  within  a  few  days,  and  was  proclaimed  in  the  moft 
folemn  manner  to  the  troops  under  arms;  and  followed  with  all 
the  ufual  parade  of  a  public  rejoicing.  It  found  the  people  of 
South-Carolina  exafperated  againft  Great-Britain  for  her  late 
hoftile  attack,  and  elated  with  their  fuccefsful  defence  of  the  fort 
on  Sullivan's  Ifland,  henceforward  to  be  called  Fort  Moultrie, 
in  honor  to  the  brave  colonel  who  defended  it.  The  declaration 
was  equali\  acceptable  to  the  military  at  New-York:  and  gave 
them  trefh  fpirits  and  vigor.  The  fear  of  fighting  for,  what  they 
apprehended  would  be,  a  patched  reconciliation  was  finally  at  an 
end.  Two  days  before  col.  Paterfon  waited  upon  gen.  Wafh- 
ington, and  as  if  in  defiance  of  all  the  then  formidable  appear- 
ances, independence  was  folemnly  proclaimed  by  the  civil  autho- 
rity; after  which  the  king's  arms,  and  an  elegar\t  picture  of  his 
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majefty,  were  deftroyed.     The  epifcopal  clergy  however,  upon 
thefe  proceedings,  ihut  up  their  churches. 

The  military  operations  on  the  part  of  the  Britifh  being  delay- 
ed for  want  of  the  expected  reinforcements,  the  Americans  had 
the  opportunity  of  ftrcngthening  themfelves.  Having  endeavour- 
ed to  fortify  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  fo  as  to  make  it  danger- 
ous, for  the  (hipping,  they  expe6ted  that  the  military  operations 
would  commence  on  the  fide  of  Long- I/land  where  they  threw 
up  lines  and  erected  redoubts,  next  to  New-York,  in  order  to 
prevent  gen.  Howe's  advancing  to  and  poffeffing  himfelf  of  thofe 
heights  which  overlook  the  city,  and  fo  attacking  it  from  that 
quarter.  Gen.  Greene  was  intruded  with  the  command  of 
this  poll ;  and  ftudioufly  acquainted  himfelf  with  all  the  defiles 
leading  to  it,  that  he  might  reap  the  full  advantage  of  them 
whenever  occafion  required.  Notwkhftanding  the  efforts  to  pre- 
vent the  paffage  of  the  Britifh  {hips  up  the  North-River,  the 
fame  was  effected  [July  15.]  by  the  Phoenix,  the  Rofe,  and  two 
tenders,  with  little  damage  from  a  heavy  cannonade.  They 
failed  25  miles,  and  took  their  ftation  oppofite  Tarry-town, 
where  the  river  is  about  four  miles  wide.  Only  5000  of  the  new 
levies  had  arrived  [July  21. J  in  the  American  camp  out  of 
15,000  ordered.  The  exertions  of  the  ftates  fhould  have  been 
far  more  vigorous,  confidering  the  formidable  force  their  army 
had  foon  to  cope  with,  fuch  as  no  part  of  this  new  world  had  feen 
before,  viz.  a  body  of  30,000  excellent  troops;  great  numbers 
of  them  experienced  veterans,  rendered  the  more  formidable,  by 
the  abundance  of  their  military  ftores  and  warlike  materials,  by  the 
goodnefs  and  quantity  of  the  artillery  with  which  they  are  pro- 
vided, and  by  the  numerous  fleet  that  fupports  them. 

The  particular  jealoufies  and  prejudices  of  the  continental 
troops  from  the  different  ftates  led  them  frequently  to  throw  out 
reflexions  tending  to  irritate  each  other  and  injure  the  common 
caufe;  fo  that  the  commander  in  chief  interpofed  his  influence  to 
fupprefsitby  general  orders.  [Aug.  l.j  This  was  a  meafure  ab- 
folutely  neceffary,  confidering  the  ftate  of  his  army;  which  was 
as  follows  [Aug.  8.]  for  the  feveral  pofts  on  New- York,  Long 
and  Governor's  Iflands,  and  Powle's-Hook,  10,514  fit  for  duty; 
fick  prefent,  3039; — fick  abfent,  629; — on  command,  2946; 
— on  furlough,  97; — total  17,225.  Thefe  were  little  other 
than  raw  troops,  and  much  fcattered,  fome  being  15  miles 
apart*.  The  two  fleets  of  tranfports,  with  the  expected  rein- 
forcements, arrived  [Aug.  12. J  under  convoy  of  commodore 
Hotham  and  the  Repulle,  as  did  the  camp  equipage,  fo  that  ■ 
gen.  Howe  was  enabled   to  proceed  upon  the  operations  of  the 
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campaign,  which  ought  to  have  commenced  at  leaft  two  months 
fooner.  The  fcarcity  of  lead  obliged  the  citizens  of  New- York 
to  part  with  their  window  leads  for  the  ufe  of  the  American 
army.  One  houfe  fupplied  them  with  i20olb.  and  another  with 
iooolb.  Gen.  Wafhington  provided  fomefire  (hips  for  hoftilepur- 
pofes,  and  the  defence  of  the  North-River.  One  of  them  comman- 
ded by  capt.  Fofdickand  another  by  capt.  Thomas,  went  up  after 
the  Phoenix  andRofe.  [Aug.  16. J  the  night  being  dark,  they  paffed 
the  Phcenix  without  feeing  her.  capt.  Thomas  fell  an  board  the  ten- 
der belonging  to  them,  and  burnt,  her.  The  light  gave  direction  to 
capt.  Fofdick,  who  grappled  the  Phcenix,  but  by  the  lownefs  of 
his  veffel,  and  the  dexterity  of  the  Phoenix's  hands,  the  latter 
got  clear  of  the  fire  fhip  and  funk  her.  The  enemy  however, 
thought  it  prudent  to  quit  their  ftation  two  days  after;  and  juft 
before  day-light,  taking  the  advantage  of  a  fine  wind,  the  tide, 
and  a  very  heavy  rain,  went  down  the  river,  through  a  continu- 
al fire  from  the  American  forts,  but  received  no  fuch  damage  as 
to  prevent  their  rejoining  the  Britifh  fleet.  Gen  Greene  was  fo 
ill,  that  he  could  ferve  no  longer,  and  gen.  Wafhington  was 
obliged  to  appoint  gen.  Sullivan  to  the  command  on  Long-IJlancL 
notwithftanding  the  damage  that  might  accrue  to  the  public  by 
the  change  at  fuch  a  critical  moment. 

About  one  half  of  the  Hefhans  were  yet  wanting  ;  gen.  Howe 
however,  had  under  him,  the  troops  formerly  at  Bolton,  the 
reinforcement  which  arrived  on  the  12th,  the  forces  from  South- 
Carolina,  which  got  in  on  the  14th,  and  fome  regiments  from 
Florida  and  the  Weft-Indies  ;  fo  that  he  felt  himfelf  fufficiently 
ft rong  to  refolve  upon  attempting  the  ifland.  The  neceffary  mea- 
fures  being  taken  by  the  fleet  for  covering  the  defcent,  the  army  was 
landed  [Aug.  22.]  without  oppofition,  between  two  fmall  towns, 
Utrecht  and  Gravefend,  not  far  from  the  Narrows,  on  the  near- 
eft  fhore  to  Staten-Ifland.  The  American  works,  erefted  under 
the  eye  of  general  Greene,  cover  the  breadth  of  a  fmall  peninfu- 
la,  having  the  Ealt-river  (which  feparates  Long-Ifland  from 
New- York)  on  the  left,  a  marfh,  extending  to  the  water  fide  on 
the  right,  with  the  bay  and  Governor's-Ifland  at  the  back. — 
Within  thefe  works  lies  Brookland,  where  general  Sullivan  en- 
camped with  a  ftrong  force,  a  few  miles  diftant  from  Utrecht. — 
From  the  point  of  land  which  forms  the  caff  fide  of  the  Narrows, 
runs  a  ridge  of  hills  about  north-eaft,  in  length  about  five  or  fix 
miles,  covered  with  a  thick  wood,  which  terminate  in  a  fmall 
rifing  land  near  Jamaica.  Through  thefe  hills  are  three  paiTe? 
only  ;  one  near  the  Narrows ;  a  fecond  on  the  road,  called 
the  Flatbufh  road  ;  and  a  third  called  the  Bedford  road, 
being  a  crofs    road    from   Bedford   to   FlatbulK    which   lies 
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on  the  foutherly  fide  of  thefe  hills.  Thefe  paffes  through  tha 
mountains,  or  hills,  are  eafily  defenfible,  being  very  narrow, 
and  the  lands  high  and  mountainous  on  each  fide.  Thefe  are  the 
only  roads  which  can  be  paffed  from  the  fouth  fide  of  the  hills  to 
the  American  lines,  except  a  road  leading  round  the  eafterly  end 
of  the  hills  to  Jamaica.  An  early  attention  had  been  given  to 
the  importance  of  thefe  paffes.  To  the  fecond  of  them,-  the  fmall 
American  parties,  patrolling  on  the  coafl,  retired  upon  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Britifh  boats  with  the  troops.  Lord  Cornwallis 
pufhed  on  immediately  with  the  referve  and  fome  other  forces  ; 
but  finding  the  Americans  in  poffeflion  of  the  pafs,  in  compli- 
ance with  orders  rifked  no  attack.  [Aug.  25.]  Three  days  after; 
gen.  de  Hei/ler,  with  two  brigades  of  Heffians  from  Staten-Ifland, 
joined  the  army.  It  is  faid,  that  when  landed,  he  was  told  by 
one  high  in  command,  "  The  Americans  will  give  the  foreigners 
no  quarter  ;"  and  that  he  anfwered,  "  Wei!,  as  I  know  it,  I  am 
ready  to  fight  on  thefe  terms."  The  foreign  officers  and  foldiers 
were  led  to  believe,  that  the  Americans  are  a  fet  of  favages  and 
barbarians ;  and  to  dread  falling  into  their  hands  under  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  meeting  with  the  crueleft  treatment.  The  com- 
mon men  were  taught  to  expeft,  that  if  taken,  they  fhould  have 
their  bodies  ftuck  full  with  pieces  of  pine  wood,  and  then  be 
burnt  to  death.  The  propagation  of  thefe  falfhoods  might  be 
confidered  as  juft  retaliation  upon  congrefs  for  advifirig  an!  adopt- 
ing a  plan  for  encouraging  the  Heffians  and  other  foreigners  to 
defert  the  Britifh  fervice.  Officers  and  men  are  totally  ignorant 
of  the  nature  of  the  quarrel  between  Britain  and  the  United  States ; 
and  have  high  notions  of  fubjettion  to  princely  authority.  They 
deteft  the  thoughts  of  rebellion,  and  the  Americans  being  (tiled 
rebels,  they  are  hearty  in  defiring  and  attemping  their  reduction, 
and  need  no  incentives  to  whet  their  refentments. 

The  Americans  had  on  each  of  the  three  above  mentioned  paf- 
fes or  roads,  a  guard  of  eight  hundred  men :  and  to  the  eaft  of  them 
in  the  wood,  col.  Miles  was  placed  with  his  battalion  to  guard 
the  road  from  the  fouth  of  the  hills  to  Jamaica,  and  to  watch  the 
motion  of  the  enemy  on  that  fide,  with  orders  to  keep  a  party 
conftantly  reconnoitring  to  and  acrofs  the  Jamaica  road.  The 
fentinels  were  fo  placed  as  to  keep  a  continual  communication  be- 
tween the  three  gua.  ds  on  the  three  roads. 

[Aug.  26.]  General  Howe  having  fully  fettled  a  plan  of  fur- 
prife,  gen.  de  Heifter  with  his  Heffians  takes  poll  at  Flatbufh  in 
the  evening,  and  compofes  the  centre.  About  nine  o'clock  the 
fame  night,  the  principal  army,  containing  much  the  greater 
part  of  the  Britifh  forces,  under  the  command  of  Generals 
Clinton,  earl  Percy  and  Lord  Cornwallis,  march,    in  order  to 
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gain  the  road  leading  round  the  eafterly  end  of  the  hills  to  Ja^ 
maica,  and  fo  to  turn  the  left  of  the  Americans.  Col.  Miles, 
ivhofe  duty  it  is  to  guard  this  road,  fuffers  the  Britifh  to  march 
not  lefs  than  fix  miles  till  they  are  near  two  miles  in  the  rear  of 
the  guards,  before  he  difcovers  and  gives  notice  of  their  approach. 
["Aug.  27. J  Gen.  Clinton  arrives  within  half  a  mile  of  the  road 
about  two  hours  before  day  break,  halts  and  fettles  his  difpo- 
tition  for  the  attack.  One  of  his  patrols  falls  in  with  a  patrol  of 
American  officers  on  horfeback,  who  are  treparined,  and  made 
prifoners.  Sullivan,  though  in  expectation  that  they  will  bring 
him  intelligence,  neglecls  fending  out  a  frefh  patrol  on  finding 
himfelf  difappointed.  Clinton  learning  from  the  officers,  that 
the  Americans  have  not  occupied  the  road,  detaches  a  battalion 
of  light  infantry  to  fecur'e  it :  and  advancing  with  his  corps  upon 
the  appearance  of  day,  pofTenes  himfelf  of  the  heights  over  which 
the  road  paffes. 

General  Grant  with  the  left  wing  advances  along  the  coafl  bv 
the  weft  road,  near  the  Narrows.  About  midnight,  the  guard, 
confifting  all  of  New-Yorkers  and  Pennfylvanians,  perceiving 
that  there  is  danger  at  hand,  flee  without  firing  a  grin,  and  bring 
to  gen.  Parfons,  who  commands  them,  the  account  of  the  ene- 
my s  advancing  irl  great  numbers  by  that  road.  Grant's  move- 
ment is  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  Americans  from  the  left, 
where  the  main  attack  is  to  be  made  by  Clinton.  Parfons  perceives 
by  fair  day-light,  that  the  Brilifhare  got  through  the  wood,  and  are 
defcending  on  the  north  fide.  He  takes  twenty  of  his  fugitive  guard, 
being  all  he  can  colleft,  and  pofls  them  on  a  height  in  front  of 
the  Britifh,  about  half  a  mile  diftant,  which  halts  their  column, 
and  gives  time  for  lord  Stirling  to  come  up  with  his  forces, 
amounting  to  about  1560,  who  poffeiTes  himfelf  of  a  hill  about 
two  miles  from  camp. 

The  engagement  begins,  foon  after  day-break,  by  the  Heffians 
from  Flatbufh,  under  gen.  Heifter,  and  by  gen.  Grant  on  the 
coafl; ;  and  a  warm  cannonade  with  a  brifk  fire  of  final  1  arms,  is 
eagerly  fupported  on  both  fides  for  fome  confiderable  time.  The 
Americans  oppofing  gen.  Heifter,  are  the  firft  who  are  apprized 
of  the  march  of  the  Britifh  troops  under  gen.  Clinton.  They 
accordingly  retreat  in  large  bodies,  and  in  tolerable  order,  to  re- 
cover their  camp  ;  but  are  foon  intercepted  by  the  right  wing  un- 
der gen.  Clinton  ;  who  having  halted  and  refrefhed  his  forces  af- 
ter palling  the  heights,  continues  his  march,  and  getting  into  the 
rear  of  the  left  of  the  Americans,  about  half  paft  eight  o'clock', 
attacks  them  with  his  light  infantry  and  light  dragoons,  while 
quitting  the  heights  to  return  to  their  lines.  They  are  driven 
back,  and  again  meet  the  Heffians.  Thus  thev  are  alternately 
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chafed  and  intercepted.  In  thefe  defperate  circumftances,  fome 
of  their  regiments,  overpowered  and  out-numbered  as  they  are, 
force  their  way  to  camp,  through  all  the  dangers  with  which  they 
are  preffed.  The  Americans  under  lord  Stirling,  confiding  of 
col.  Miles's  two  battalions,  col.  Atlee's,  col.  Smallwood's  and 
col.  Hatch's  regiments,  and  who  are  engaged  with  gen.  Grant, 
behave  with  great  bravery  and  refolution,  charging  the  enemy 
and  maintaining  their  pofts  from  about  eight  in  the  morning  till 
two  in  the  afternoon  ;  but  are  fo  late  in  their  knowledge  of  what 
pafTes  elfewhere,  that  their  retreat  is  intercepted  by  fome  of  the 
Britifh  troops,  who,  befide  turning  the  hills  and  the  American 
left,  have  traverfed  the  whole  extent  of  country  in  their  rear. 
Several  break  through  the  enemy's  line,  and  get  into  the  woods. 
Gen.  Parfons,  with  a  fmall  party,  efcapes  by  doing  it.  Num- 
bers throw  themfelves  into  the  marfh  at  Gowan's  Cove;  fome 
are  drowned,  others  periih  in  the  mud ;  a  confiderable  body 
however,  efcapes  by  this  way  to  the  lines.  The  nature  of  the 
country,  and  the  variety  of  the  ground  occafion  a  continuance 
and  exterifion  of  fmall  engagements,  purfuits  and  flaughter,  which 
Jail  for  many  hours  before  the  fcene  clofes. 

The  Britifh  troops  difplayed  great  valour  and  activity  on  this 
occafion.     So  impetuous  was  their  ardor,  that  it  wras  with  diffi- 
culty that  they  could  be  retrained,  by  gen.  Howe's  orders,  from 
attacking  the  American  lines.    They  would  probably  have  enter- 
ed them,  had  not  the  works  been  completed  the  night  before  the 
aclion,  by  clofing  an  opening  on  the  right,  and  placing  an  abba- 
tis  before  it.     The  Americans  were  mofl  completely  furprifed  and 
efFeclually  entrapped.    Col.  Smallwood's  Maryland  regiment  fuf- 
fered  extremely,  and  wasalmoft  cut  to  pieces.     It  loft  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-nine  men.     The  lofs  was  much  regretted  on  ac- 
count of  their  being  young  men  of  the  beft  families  in  the  coun- 
try.    All  who  were  engaged  in  the  aftions  of  the  day,  did  not 
djfplay  the  fame  courage  ;  nor  was  it  to  be  expecled  from   fuch 
raw  troops.    Many  efcaped  from  the  want  of  difcipline ;  for  they 
broke  at  the  fight  of  danger,  andfaved  themfelves  through  flight, 
whereas  otherwife  they  muft  have  been  killed  or  taken.     Large 
bodies  however  were  captured.     Generals  Sullivan,  lord  Stirling, 
and  Udell,  befide  3  colonels,  4  lieutenant-colonels,  3  majors,  18 
captains,  43  lieutenants,   11  enfigns,  an  adjutant,  3  furgeons  and 
p  volunteers,  were  made  prifoners,  together  with   1006  privates, 
in  all  1097.     As  among  the  prifoners  the  wounded  were  includ- 
ed, an  allowance  of  between  4  and  500  for  killed,  drowned,  pe- 
nfhed  in  the  woods,  the  mud  and  the  like,, muft  be  reckoned  fuf- 
ncieritly  large.     Only  fix  brafs  ordnance  were  taken.     The  lofs 
of  the  Britiih,  in  killed  and  wounded,  did  not  exceed  318  ;  of 

whom: 
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whom  only  61  were  (lain.    The  Heffians  had  2  rank  and  file  kil- 
led, and  23  privates  and  3  officers  wounded. 

The  brilliant  fuccefs  of  the  operations  on  Long-Ifland  may  fa- 
fcinate  the  judgment,  and  crown  the  head  of  gen.  Howe  with 
laurels :  but  there  arefome  fenfible  American  officers,  who  judge, 
that  by  commencing  them  in  that  quarter,  he  completely  put  into 
the  hands  of  general  Wafhington,  the  only  chance  which  offered 
for  the  defence  of  New- York  ;  and  that,  if  gen.  Greene  had  not 
been  prevented  by  ficknefs  from  continuing  in  command,  all  the 
paffes  or  roads  would  have  been  fo  fecured  and  defended,  as  that 
the  royal  army  in  attempting  or  gaining  them  would  have  been  fo 
crippled,  as  to  have  been  arretted  with  regard  to  all  future  fuc- 
cefsful  operations.  Gen.  Sullivan  was  too  inattentive  and  con- 
fident. Though  in  the  midil  of  royalifts,  he  fuffered  them  to  go 
backward  and  forward  juft  as  they  pleafed.  One  of  the  Ameri- 
can chaplains  fearing  that  the  Britifh  would  make  a  circuitous 
march  and  take  to  the  Jamaica  road,  afked  him  whether  he  had 
guarded  that  pafs  fufficiently,  and  received  for  anfwer,  "  Yes ;  fo 
that  an  angel  cannot  force  it." 

It  may  be  thought  by  many,  that  if  general  Howe,  inftead  of 
commencing  his  operations  on  Long-Ifland,  had  run  up  the  North. 
River,  and  landed  above  New-York,  he  would  either  have  com- 
pelled gen.  Wafhington  to  a  fudden  evacuation  of  the  city,  with 
the  lofs  of  nearly  all  the  ftores  of  the  army  ;  or  to  have  fought 
though  very  unequal  in  numbers  and  troops  ;  or  to  have  fur- 
rendered  for  want  of  provifions.  That  fuch  a  movement  might 
have  been  made,  wind  and  tide  favoring,  without  any  particular 
dange/  of  a  failure,  had  been  eflablifhed  by  the  fafe  paffage  of  the 
Phoenix  and  Rofe  up  and  down  the  river. 

The  victorious  army  encamped  in  the  front  of  the  American 
works  in  the  evening ;  and  on  the  28th  at  night  broke  ground  in 
form  about  4  or  500  yards  diftant  from  a  redoubt  which  covered 
the  left  of  the  Americans.  The  fame  day  general  Mifflin  croffed 
over  from  New- York  with  1000  men  ;  at  night  he  made  an  of- 
fer to  gen.  Wafliington  of  going  the  rounds,  which  was  accepted. 
He  oblerved  the  approaches  of  the  enemy,  and  the  forwardnefs  of 
their  batteries ;  and  was  convinced  that  no  time  was  to  be  loft . 
The  next  morning  [Aug.  29.]  he  converfed  with  the  general  up- 
on the  fubjeft,  and  faid,  "  You  muft  either  fight  or  retreat  im- 
mediately. What  is  your  flrength  ?"  The  general  anfwered, 
"  nine  thoufand."  The  other  replied,  <:  It  is  not  fufficient,  we 
mull  therefore  retreat."  They  were  both  agreed  as  to  the  calling 
of  a  council  of  war  ;  and  gen.  Mifflin  was  to  propofe  a  retreat. 
But  as  he  was  to  make  that  propofal,  left  his  own  character  fhould 
fuffer,  he  ftipulated,  that  if  a  retreat  mould  be  agreed  upon,  he 

would 
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would  command  the  rear ;  and  if  an  acHon  the  van.  When  the 
council  was  held,  thefe  reafons  among  others  were  mentioned  for 
removing  the  army  tp  New- York,  viz. — "  The  heavy  rains  which 
have  fallen  two  days  and  nights,  with  but  little  inter  mi  ffio.n,  have 
injured  the  arms,  and  fpoiled  a  great  part  of  the  ammunition  ;,and 
the  foldiers,  being  without  cover  and  obliged  to  lie  in  their  lines, 

are  worn  out." "  From  the  time  the  enemy  moved  from 

Flatbufh,  feveral  large  Ihips  have  attempted  to  get  up,  as  fup- 
pofed,  into  the  Eaft-River,  to  cut  off  our  communication,  by 
which  the  whole  army  would  be  deftroyed,  but  the  wind  being 

north-eafr.,  they   have  not  been  able    to  effeft  it.11 "  The 

troops  are  become  difpirited,  by  their  inceffant  duty  and  watch- 
ing." It  was  unanim'oufly  agreed  to  quit.  Col.  Glover,  who 
belonged  to  Marblehead,  was  called  upon  with  the  whole  of  his 
regiment  fit  for  duty,  to  take  the  command  of  the  veffels  and 
flat-bottomed  boats.  Moft  of  the  men  were  formerly  employed 
in  the  fifhery,  and  fo  peculiarly  weH  qualified  for  the  fervice. — 
The  colonel  went  over  himfelf  from  New- York  to  give  directi- 
ons; and  about  feven  o'clock  at  night,  officers  and  men  went  to 
work  with  a  fpirit  and  refolution  peculiar  to  that  corps.  The 
embarkation  of  the  troops  was  committed  to  gen.  M'Dougall. — 
Ke  was  upon  the  fpot  at  Brookh/ne  ferry,  at  eight  o'clock,  the 
hour  fixed  for  the  commencement  of  this  important  movement. 
To  his  great  mortification  he  found  the  militia  had  not  yet  em- 
harked.  The  getting  them  over  protracted  the  time  till  between 
ten  and  eleven  o'clock.  Mean  while,  about  nine,  the  tide  of 
ebb  made  and  the  wind  blew  frrong  at  north-eaft,  which  adding 
to  the  rapidity  of  the  tide,  rendered  it  impoflible  to  effect  the 
retreat,  in  the  courfe  of  the  night,  with  only  that  number  of 
row  boats  which  they  could  command ;  and  the  ftate  of  the  wind 
and  tide  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  col.  Glover's  men  to  make 
any  ufe  of  the  fail  boats.  Gen.  M'Dougall  fent  colonel 
Gra^  ion,  one  of  the  commander  in  chief's  aids,  to  report  to 
his  excellency  their  embarrafTed  fituation;  and  gave  it  as  liis 
opinion,  that  the  retreat  was  impracticable  that  night.  The  co- 
lonel returned  foon  after,  not  being  able  to  find  the  commander 
in  chief,  on  which  the  general  went  on  with  the  embarkation 
under  all  thefe  difcouragements.  But  about  eleven  the  wind 
died  away,  and  foon  after  fprung  up  at  fouth-weft,  and  blew 
frefh,  which  rendered  the  fail  boats  of  ufe,  and  at  the  fame  time 
made  the  paflage  from  the  idand  to  the  city,  direcl,  eafy  and 
expeditious.  Providence  further  interpofed  in  favor  of  the 
retreating  army,  by  fending  a  thick  fog  about  two  o'clock  in  the 
j>norning  [Aug.  30.]  which  hung  over  Long-Ifland,  while  or\ 
iNiew-Yo.rk  fide  it  was  clear.     During  the  embarkation,  colonel 

ScarnmeJ^ 
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Scammell  was  fent  to  gen.  Mifflin  with  orders  for  a  particular 
regiment  to  march  down  to  the  ferry;  the  colonel  miftook  the 
orders,  and  inflead  of  a  regiment  underftood  the  whole  cover* 
ing  party,  and  delivered  them  accordingly.  On  that  gen.  Mifflin 
quitted  the  lines,  and  came  down  to  the  place  of  embarkation, 
to  the  great  aftonifhment  of  gen.  Wafhington,  who  with  furprife 
inquired  into  the  reafon  of  fuch  conduft.  The  millake  being  clear- 
ed up,  gen.  Mifflin  returned  to  the  lines,  after  they  had  been  aban- 
doned about  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  without  its  being  difco- 
vered  by  the  enemy,  becaufe  of  the  fog.  The  fog  and  wind 
continued  to  favor  the  retreat,  till  the  whole  army,  9000  in 
number,  with  all  the  field  artillery,  fuch  heavy  ordnance  as 
was  of  moft  value,  ammunition,  provifion,  cattle,  hprfes,  carts, 
Sec.  were  fafe  over.  The  water  was  fo  remarkably  fmooth  as  to 
admit  of  the  row  boats  being  loaded  within  a  few  inches  of  the 
gunnel.  Gen.  Wafhington,  though  often  entreated,  would  not 
leave  the  ifland,  till  Mifflin  with  his  covering  party  left  the  lines, 
at  about  fix  o'clock.  The  enemy  were  fo  nigh,  that  they  were 
heard  at  work  with  their  pick-axes  and  fhovels,  In  about  half 
an  hour  after  the  lines  were  finally  abandoned,  the  fog  cleared 
off,  and  the  Britifh  were  feen  taking  poffeffion  of  the  American 
works.  Four  boats  were  on  the  river,  three  half  way  over,  full 
of  troops ;  the  fourth,  within  reach  of  the  enemy's  fire  upon  the 
fhore,  was  compelled  to  return ;  fhe  had  only  three  men  in  her, 
who  tarried  behind  to  plunder.  The  river  is  a  mile  or  more 
acrofs;  and  yet  the  retreat  was  effected  in  lefs  than  thirteen 
hours,  a  great  part  of  which  time  it  rained  hard. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  providential  fhifting  of  the  wind,  not 
more  than  half  the  army  could  pofflbly  have  croffed,  and  the 
remainder,  with  a  number  of  general  officers,  and  all  the  heavy 
ordnance  at  leaft,  muit  inevitably  have  fallen  into  the  enemy's 
hand.  Had  it  not  been  alfo  for  that  heavenly  meffenger,  the 
fog,  to  cover  the  firft  defertion  of  the  lines,  and  the  feveral  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Americans  after  day-break,  they  rauft  have  fuf- 
tained  confiderable  loffes.  The  fogrefembled  a  thick  fmall  mill, 
fo  that  you  could  fee  but  a  little  way  before  you.  It  was  very 
Vinufual  alfo  to  have  a  fog  at  that  time  of  the  year.  My  in- 
former, a  citizen  of  New -York,  could  not  recollecf  his  having 
known  any  at  that  feafon,  within  the  fpace  of  twenty  or  thirty 
years. 

Governor's-Ifland,  on  which  were  two  regiments,  was  eva- 
cuated likewife  with  the  lofs  of  only  one  man's  arm,  by  a  can- 
rjon  fhot  from  the  fhips.  The  Americans  finifiied  the  removal 
pf  their  military  ftores  from  thence,  [Sept.  2.]  and  took  every 

thing 
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thing  off  but  a  few  pieces  of  cannon,  notwithstanding  the  {hips 
of  war  lay  within  a  quartei-  of  a  mile  of  fome  part  of  it*. 

Since  the  affair  of  Long-Ifland,  endeavours  have  been  ufed  to 
keep  up  the  fpirits  of  their  people,  by  puffing  accounts  of  the  ex- 
traordinary bravery  of  the  troops,  and  the  definition  they  made 
of  the  enemy.  But  that  matters  are  not  very  promifing  appears 
from  a  letter  of  gen.  Mercer,  who  commands  the  flying  camp, 
dated  September  the  4th,  wherein  he  writes,  "  Gen.  Warning- 
ton  has  not  fo  far  as  I  have  feen  5000  men  to  be  depended  on 
for  the  fervice  of  a  campaign,  and  I  have  not  1000.  Both  our 
armies  are  compofed  of  raw  militia,  perpetually  fluctuating  be- 
tween the  camp  and  their  farms,  poorly  armed,  and  ftill  worfe 
difciplined.  Thefe  are  not  a  match  for,  were  their  numbers  equal 
to,  veteran  troops,  well  fitted  and  urged  on  by  able  officers. — . 
Numbers  and  difcipline  muff  prevail  at  laft.  Giving  foldiers, 
or  even  the  lower  orders  of  mankind,  the  choice  of  officers,  will 
forever  mar  the  difcipline  of  armies."  The  wretched  choice 
of  officers  in  the  Malfachufetts,  is  complained  of  in  a  letter  of 
this  purport  to  a  gentleman  of  that  ftate :  "  I  can  account  for  the 
ffrange  military  appointments  in  your  ftate,  on  no  other  princi- 
ple, than  that  your  people  mean  to  guard  again  ft  the  danger  of 
an  army,  by  making  it  contemptible.  Without  officers  we  fhall 
never  have  foldiers.  They  are  finking  the  ftate  in  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  continent.  At  the  end  of  a  campaign  we  find  but, 
chers,  bakers,  futllers,  and  a  large  tribe  of  contra&ors,  with 
fortunes  made  at  the  public  expence,  while  a  young  officer 
of  merit,  on  twenty-fix  dollars  a  month,  is  a  beggar.  A  man  of 
honor  and  fpirit  cannot  herd  with  company  unworthy  of  him  ; 
yet  there  is  no  one  beneath  a  field  officer,  whofe  pay  gives  him 
a  right  to  company  above  a  fhoe-black.  The  great  number 
of  louthern  officers  now  in  York,  who  are  but  little  ufed  to 
the  equality  which  prevails  in  New-England,  are  continually 
refenting  the  littlenefs  of  their  pay."  A  third  gentleman  tells  a 
member  of  congrefs — "  I  cannot  agree  with  you  on  the  frequent 
calling  out  of  the  militia.  They  are  uneafy,  refliefs  and  difcon- 
tented.  They  leave  their  bufinefs  in  a  moft  perplexing  filiati- 
on, when  called  out  fuddenly,  and  muff  be  very  great  fufferers 
in  their  private  property.  Their  minds  are  always  at  home,  in 
their  fhops,  or  on  their  farms.  This  renders  them  low  fpirited  ; 
adejeclion  fa  ft  feizes  them  ;  ficknefs  and  death  are  the  confe- 
quences.     The  only  purpofe  a  militia  can  ferve,  under  prefent 

*  The  particulars  of  the  retreat  are  taken  from  Dr.  Rodgers's  tharkf- 
gi'ving  fermon  ;  from  col,  Glover's  letters  }  and  fr,m  the  information  r,f 
peri'onswho  weje  prefeot, 
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regulations,  is,  on  fome   fudden  invafion  to  affemble  and  repel 
the  enemy,  and  return  to  their  bufincfs  again." 

The  account  will  fhock  your  humanity  ;  and  yet  you  mull  be 
told,  that  fince  the  conqueft  of  Long-Ifland,  the  American 
captives,  in  feveral  instances,  were  tied  up  to  be  fired  at  by  the 
royal  troops,  openly  and  without  cenfure*. 

You  will  not  wilh  a  detention  of  this  letter,  that  the  intelli- 
gence from  New-York  may  be  brought  down  to  a  later  period* 
it  (ball  therefore  be  clofed  with  an  account  of  the  troops  to  the 
northward,  and  of  fome  proceedings  in  the  MafTaclmfetts. 

The  return  of  the  troops  ferving  in   Canada  under  gen.  Sulli- 
van was  7006.     When  gen.  Gates  firft  joined  them,  the  fmall 
pox  raged  ;  not  a  cannon  was  mounted  ;  the  veffels  were  lum- 
bered with  ftores  ;  the  men  were  difpirited  with  defeat  and  fa- 
tigue ;  in  fhort,  the  whole  was  a  fcene  variegated   with    every 
diftrefs  and  difappointment,  which  can  confpire  to  ruin  an  army. 
Gen.  Sullivan  left  it  the  12th  of  July  ;  when  he  firft  joined  it  in 
Canada,  it  was  torn  to  pieces  bv  ficknefs  and  unaccountable  oc- 
currences ;   its  prefent  fecurity  is  thought  to  be  owing  to  him  ; 
and  therefore  the  field  officers  addreffed  him,  when  leaving  them, 
and  faid,  "  It  is  to  you,  Sir,  the  public  are   indebted,  for  the 
prefervation  of  their  property  in  Canada.     It  is  to  you  we  owe 
our   fafety  thus  far.     Your   humanity  will  call  forth  the  filent 
tear,  and  grateful  ejaculation  of  the  fick  :  your  univerfal  impar- 
tiality will  force  the  applaufe  of  the  wearied  foldier." 

With  the  loffes  fuftained  at  Quebec,  Three  Rivers,  the  Cedars, 
the  confequent  retreat  from  Canada,  together  with  the  deaths 
and  defertions,  which  have  happened  fince  the  firft  of  April, 
the  northern  army  has  been  diminifhed  upward  of  ,5000,  exclu- 
live  of  3000  fick.  Till  thefe  were  feparated,  and  fent  off  to 
Fort  George,  at  the  head  of  Lake  George,  where  the  generaf 
hofpital  has  been  eftablifhed,  the  camp  itfelf  had  the  appearance 
of  a  general  hofpital  rather  than  an  army.  The  fmall  pox  had 
infecled  every  thing  belonging  to  it,  the  clothes,  the  blankets, 
the  air,  the  very  ground  the  men  walked  on.  Gen.  Gates  ex- 
erted all  his  powers  to  prevent  this  peftilence  from  fixing  at 
Skeenfborough,  to  which  place  the  militia,  ordered  to  reinforce 
him,  were  directed  to  repair.  The  army  is  not  now  at  Crown 
Point,  for  a  council  of  general  officers  unanimoufly  determined 
to  retire  from  thence,  and  take  poll  at  the  ftrong  ground  oppo- 
fite  to  the  eaft  point  of  Tyconderoga.     By  the  end  of  the  month 

*  SeeM'Fingall,  a  modern  Epic  Poem  in  four  cantos,  p.  82.  Printed 
at  Hartford  in  Connecticut,  1782.  The  author  is  known  to  be  Mr. 
Jehn  Trumbul),  the  American  Butler  for  wit  and  hymour. 
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affairs  began  to  wear  a  lefs  gloomy  afpeft.  The  fleet  upon  Lake 
Champlain  increafed  rapidly.  The  militia  began  to  come  to 
Skeenfborough.  On  the  6th  of  Augufl  the  general  was  joined 
by  600  from  New-Hampfhire  ;  but  many,  both  officers  and  fol- 
diers,  were  detained  on  their  march,  by  inoculating,  contrary 
to  orders,  through  fear  of  being  infe&ed  with  the  fmall  pox  in 
the  natural  way.  While  the  army  was  in  Canada,  regularity  was 
difpenfed  with,  or  neglected  ;  and  the  ruin  of  affairs  there  was 
afcribed  by  fome  members  of  congrefs  to  the  want  of  regular  re- 
turns. Who  was  general,  who  quarter-mailer,  who  pay-mafter, 
who  commiffary^  were  important  fecrets,  which  all  their  pene- 
tration was  never  able  to  difcover.  Gates  has  fent  them  a  re- 
turn, the  raoft  fyftematical  they  have  feen.  The  utmofl  exerti- 
ons are  applied  in  building  galleys  and  gundolas,  to  continue  a 
naval  fuperiority  upon  the  lake,  whereby  to  prevent  Sir  Guy 
Carleton's  penetrating  into  the  United  States  by  way  of  Ty. — 
The  poll  oppofite  to  it  occupied  by  the  army,  has  been  called 
Mount  Independence,  fnlce  the  declaration  of  independence 
reached  them  ;  for  that  was  received  with  the  ufual  applaufe. 

[Sept.  2. 1  The  Maffachufetts  houfe  of  reprefentatives  have 
in  an  addrefs  to  congrefs  requefted,  that  they  would  form  a  con- 
federation. [Sept.  14.]  They  have  alfo  chofen  gen.  Lincoln 
to  command  the  militia  ordered  to  New- York.  An  attempt, 
which  is  now  making,  to  fix  by  an  a£t  of  the  general  court,  the 
price  of  various  articles,  may  be  well  intended  by  the  generality. 
The  characters  of  many,  who  are  for  the  meafure,  are  too  fair 
to  admit  the  fufpicion  of  a  bad  intention^  But  the  meafure  will 
at  length  prove  ineffectual  for  the  good  meant  to  be  anfwered  by 
it,  and  be  productive  of  great  evil.  The  molt  confeientious  and 
patriotic  will  be  injured ;  while  the  crafty  and  Unprincipled 
make  their  advantage  of  it.  Prices  of  provifion,  and  divers 
other  articles,  like  water,  will  find  their  own  level  ;  and  be  high 
or  low,  according  to  the  quantity  of  flock  in  hand  and  the  de- 
mand that  there*  is  for  them.  But  warm  theorifls  will  not  b£ 
«afily  convinced  by  any  other  arguments,  than  thofe  which  re- 
itilt  from  experiments. 
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LETTER      V. 

Roxbtiry,  Dec.  20,   1776. 

THE  American  army  having  providentially  efcaped  froni 
Long-Ifland,  gen.  Sullivan  was  immediately  fent  upon  pa- 
role with  a  verbal  meffage  from  lord  Howe  to  the  congrefs  ; 
inporting  that  though  he  could  not  at  prefent  treat  with  them  in 
that  character,  yet  he  was  very  defirous  of  having  a  conference 
with  fome  of  the  members,  Whom  he  would  confider  as  private 
gentlemen.  He  informed  them,  that  he,  with  the  general,  had 
full  powers  to  compromife.  the  difpute  between  Great-Britain 
and  America  Upon  terms,  advantageous  to  both  : — that  he  wifhed 
a  compact  might  be  fettled  at  a  time,  when  ho  decifive  blow 
was  flruck,  and  neither  party  could  fay,  that  it  was  compelled  to 
enter  into  fuch  agreement: — that  Were  they  difpofed  to  treat, 
many  things  which  they  had  not  yet  afked,  might  and  ought  to 
be  granted  : — and  that,  if  upon  the  conference,  they  found  any 
probable  ground  of  art  accommodation,  the  authority  of  congrefs 
would  be  afterward. acknowledged  to  render  the  treaty  complete. 
The  general  arrived  at  congrefs  with  this  rneffage  on  the  2d  of 
September;  and  was  de  fired  to  reduce  it  to  writing.  They  re- 
ceived a  letter  at  the  fame  time  from  gen;  Wafhington,  acquaint- 
ing them  with  the  rerhoval  of  the  army  from  Long-Ifland.  On 
the  5th,  gen.  Sullivan  was  requefted  to  inform  lord  Howe,  "  that 
congrefs  being  the  reprefentatives  of  the  free  and  independent 
flates  of  America,  they  cannot  with  propriety  fend  any  of  their 
members,  to  confer  with  his  lordfhip  in  their  private  characters, 
but  that  ever  defirous  of  eftablifhing  peace  on.  feafonable  terms, 
they  will  fend  a  committee  of  their  body  to  know  whether  he 
has  any  authority  to  treat  with  perforts  authorized  by  congrefs 
for  that  pUrpofein  behalf  of  America,  and  what  that  authority  is, 
and  to  hear  fuch  propofitions  as  he  fhall  think  fit  to  make  re- 
fpefting  the  fame.  The  next  day  they  eleftcd  by  ballot  for  their 
committee,  Meffrs.  Franklin,  John  Adams,  and  Edward  Rut- 
-ledge.  Eight  days  after,  the  committee  met  lord  Howe  upon 
Staten-Ifland,  oppofite  to  Amboy,  where  his  lordfhip  received 
and.entertained  them  with  the  utmoft  politenefs,  the  committee 
in  their  report,  fummed  up  the  account  of  the  conference,  by 
mentioning  that  it  did  not  appear  to  them,  that  his  lordfhip 's 
commiffion  contained  any  other  authority  of  importance  than 
was  contained  in  the  aft  of  parliament ;  for  that  as  to  the  power 
€><c  inquiring  into  the  flate  oi  America,  which  his  lordfhip  men- 
Vol,  II,  Q  tion«d 
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tioned  to  them,  and  of  conferring  and  confultlng  with  any  per- 
fons  the  commifhoners  might  think  proper,  and  reprefenting  the 
refult  to  the  minillrv,  they  apprehended  any  expe6lation  from 
the  effeel  of  fuch  power  would  have  been  too  precarious  for 
America  to  have  relied  upon,  had  fhe  frill  continued  in  her  ftate 
of  dependence.  Thus  the  hopes  of  negociation  by  the  commif- 
lioners ended.  The  friends  to  independency  rejoiced  that  it  was 
brought  to  fo  happv  a  conclufion.  Thev  almoft  trembled  left  it 
fhould  prove  infnaring,  and  fomething  fhould  take  place  under' 
it,  which, in  the  prefent  diftrefTcd  circumftances  of  their  military 
affairs,  might  demolifh  the  fabric  they  were  erefting.  It  ferved 
to  gain  time  for  recovering  from  the  fhock  occafioned  by  the 
lolies  fuftained  on  Long-Ifland.  If  itdelayed  the  operations  of  gen. 
Howe,  it  anfwered  another  valuable  purpofe  :  and  it  is  hard 
otherwife  to  account  for  his  delay.  The  committee  managed 
with  great  dexterity  ;  and  maintained  the  dignity  of  congrefs. 
Their  fentiments  and  language  became  their  character.  His 
lordfhip  was  explicitly  and  authoritatively  affured,  that  neither 
the  committee,  nor  the  congrefs  which  fent  them,  had  authority 
to  treat  in  arry  other  capacity  than  as  independent  jlates.  His 
lordfhip  had  "  no  inftruclions  on  that  fubjeft."  The  Ameri- 
cans muff  therefore  fight  it  out,  and  truft  in  God  for  fuccefs. 

General  Wafhington's  fituation,  after  evacuating  Long- 1 f- 
land,  was  truly  diftrefling.  The  check,  which  the  detachment 
had  fuftained,  difpirited  too  great  a  proportion  of  the  troops, 
and  filled  their  minds  with  apprehenfion  and  defpair.  The  mi- 
litia were  difmayed,  intraclable,  and  impatient  to  return.  Great 
numbers  went  off,  by  companies  at  a  time,  by  half  regiments  and 
in  fome  inftances  almoft  by  whole  ones.  The  flying  camp  was 
too  literally  fuch.  Whole  battalions  of  them  ran  off  front 
Powle's  (the  mode  of  fpelling  Paul's  two  hundred  years  back  *) 
Hook,  and  the  heights  of  Bergen,  upon  the  firing  of  a  broad- 
fide  from  a  man  of  war,  when  no  one  was  hurt  by  it.  An  en-' 
tire  difregard  of  that  order  and  fubordination  neceffary  to  the 
well-being  of  an  army,  made  his  condition  ftill  more  alarming  ; 
and  occafioned  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  generality  of  the 
troops.  The  number  of  men  fit  for  duty,  taking  in  the  main 
body  and  all  the  out-pofts,  was  for  fome  days  under  20,000  : 
but  the  militia,  too  contemptible  to  merit  the  name  of  foldiers, 
with  the  new  levies  alike  defpicable,  compofed  more  than  a  third 
of  the  army.  The  militia  did  inexpreflible  damage,  by  telling 
the  other  troops^-"  all  is  gone— the  regulars  muft  overcome." — 

*  See  queen  Elizabeth's  bible,  printed  1/7*3  for  Jugg  in  Fowle'* 
Churth  Yard, 
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By  fuch  language  the  men  became  more  and  more  difheartened. 
What  is  faid  of  the  militia  is  not  peculiar  to  thofe  from  any  one 
flate  :  as  to  their  intraftablenefs,  and  difregard  of  order  and  fab- 
ordination,  it  is  common  to  all  militia,  and  mud  be  generally 
expecled  ;  for  men  who  have  been  free,  and  never  fubjecl:  to 
reftraint  or  any  kind  of  controul,  cannot,  in  a  day,  be  taught  the 
neceflity,  or  be  brought  to  fee  the  expediency  of  ttricl  difcipline. 
Within  nine  days  after  the  evacuation,  the  number  of  the  fick, 
by  the  returns,  formed  one  quarter  of  the  whole  army. 

Such  were  circumftances,  that  they  demanded  the  greatefl 
harmony  poflible  among  the  troops  ;  whereas  no  fmall  animofity 
prevailed  between  thofe  of  the  northern  and  fouthern  ftates,  oc- 
cafioned  by  general  and  illiberal  reflexions  freely  dealt  out  at 
head  quarters.  It  was  not  countenanced  by  the  commander  in 
chief;  but  the  adjutant  general  afliduoufly  endeavoured  to  make 
and  promote  it ;  fo  that  his  excellency,  in  order  to  remedy  it  in 
fome  meafure,  appointed  David  Henley,  efq;  deputy  adjutant  ge- 
neral. The  day  this  appointment  was  announced  to  the  army  in 
general  orders,  the  6th  of  September,  a  letter  was  written  to  a 
member  of  congrefs,  which  fays,  "  The  infamous  defertions, 
the  fhamelefs  ravages,  feditious  fpeechesand  mutinous  behaviour 
which  prevail  in  your  army,  call  in  the  loudeft  language  for  a 
reform.  The  militia  here  are  only  an  armed  rabble,  and  all  the 
troops  are  without  difcipline.  If  the  congrefs  does  not  raife  an 
army  for  three  years  or  during  the  conteft,  all  the  bed  officers 
will  quit  it.  Had  we  been  wife  to  engage  the  men,  at  firft,  du- 
ring the  war,  we  mould  now  have  had  an  army  to  have  met 
Britifh  troops  on  an  equal  footing.  As  to  having  recourfe  to  a 
militia,  it  is  a  mod  wretched  fubterfuge,  experience  has  demon- 
ftrated  they  will  not  Hand  fire.  They  will  not  fight  from  home. 
Men  mull  learn  to  fight  as  they  learn  anv  thing  elfe.  We  have 
an  exceeding  good  commander  in  chief,  who  is  not  wanting  in 
intrepidity,  nor  the  true  ft  patriotifm.  I  wifh  him  more  able 
counfellors  and  fpirited  afliftants.  Be  afTured,  Sir,  that  our 
men  have,  in  a  great  meafure,  loft  that  virtue  which  firft  en- 
gaged them  to  fight,  and  are  finking  into  an  army  of  merce-* 
paries." 

One  lieutenant  colonel  Zeidwitz  was  tried  for  writing  a  letter 
.  to  the  late  governor  Tryon,  wherein  he  declared  his  attachment 
to  the  royal  caufe,  and  promifed  his  fervice  upon  certain  condi- 
tions :  he  was  fentenced  to  be  cafhiered,  and  rendered  incapa- 
ble of  any  future  military  command.  This  ftrange  fentence  was 
owing  to  a  militia  brigadier  general,  and  others  of  a  fimilar  judg- 
ment, who  being  members  of  the  court,  faid,  "  it  was  only  an 
attempt  to  correspond  y'  and  fo  the  fellow  efcaped. 

General 
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General  Wajliington  divided  his  army,  leaving  4500  in  the  city 
of  Nw-York,  and  polling  6500  at  Haerlem,  and  12,000  at 
Kingfiridge*.  On  the  hills  at,  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  thefe 
places,  forts  had  been  erected,  which  the  troops  garrifoned. — 
The  jtrongeft  was  Fort  Wajliington,  nigh  Haerlem',  of  difficult 
accefs,  and  overlooking  the  North  river,  the  paffage  of  which 
it  was  meant  to  fecure  by  the  aid  of  Fort  Lee,  oppofite  to  it,  on 
the  Jerfey  fide.  When  it  became  clear  to  the  general,  that  the 
enemy  meant  to  throw  their  whole  army  between  part  of  his  in 
New-York,  and  its  environs,  and  the  remainder  about  Kingf- 
bridge,  he  removed  his  quarters  to  col.  Roger  Morris's,  ten 
miles  from  New-York,  and  not  very  diftant  from  Fort  Warning- 
ton.  The  day  before  the  committee  of  congrefs  met  lord  Howe, 
five  fhips  of  war  were  fent  up  the  Eaft  river:  on  which  it  was 
thought  neceffary  to  evacuate  the  city  as  fall  as  poffible,  and  to 
remove  the  fick,  the  ordnance,  ftores  and  provifions.  Colonel 
Glover  was  employed  in  this  fervice :  he  began  upon  it  about 
nine  at  night.  By  fun  rife  the  next  morning,  his  brigade  had 
got  fafe  over  the  jerfeys,  the  fick  in  and  about  the  city,  amount- 
ing to  ,500.  On  the  Saturday,  he  was  ordered  to  have  the  tents 
ftruck,  and  the  heavy  baggage  carried  down  to  the  North  river 
to  be  tranfported  up  in  boats,  while  the  tents  and  light  baggage 
were  carried  up  in  waggons.  This  was  completed  about  nine  at 
night,  when  an  alarm  took  place;  and  he  was  ordered  to  march 
his  brigade  to  Haerlem  to  join  gen.  M'Dougall,  leaving  the 
whole  baggage  of  two  regiments  behind,  which  afterward  fell 
into  the  enemy's  hands.  The  next  morning  they  marched  to 
Kingfbridge.  The  poor  lads  had  juft  unflung  their  packs,  when, 
up  drives  an  exprefs  with  on  account  that  the  enemy  were  landw 
ing :  on  which  they  marched  back  without  any  kind  of  refresh- 
ment, joined  five  other  brigades,  about  7000,  and  formed  on 
Haerlem  plains. 

General  Howe,  having  fully  prepared  for  a  defceat  on  New- 
York  liland,  embarked  a  ftrong  divifion  of  the  army  under  the, 
command  of  gen.  Clinton  and  others,  in  boats  at  the  head  of" 
Newtown  inlet  and  at  another  place  higher  up,  where  they  could 
not  be  obferved  by  the  Americans ;  who  expecled  that  the  attack 
would  be  made  on  the  fide  next  to  the  Ealt  river,  and  had  there- 
fore thrown  up  works  and  lines  to  defend  themfelves.  [Sept. 
I/;.]  About  eleven  o'clock,  gen.  *  Howe's  troops  landed,  under 
cover  of  the  five  fhips  of  war,  in  two  divifions,  between  Kep's- 
bzv  and  Turtle-bay,  the  Heflians  in  one  place  and  the  Britifh  in 
another,     As   foon  as  gen.  Wajliington  heard  the  firing  of  the 

*  Colonel  Glover's  letter. 
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men  of  war,  he  rode  with  all  difpatch  toward  the  lines;  but  to 
his  great  mortification,  found  the  troops  potted  in  them,  retreat- 
ing with  the  utmoft  precipitation  ;  and  thofe  ordered  to  fupport 
them,  Parfons  and  Fellow's  brigades,  flying  in  every  direction, 
and  in  the  greateft  confufion.  His  attempts  to  flop  them  were 
fruitlefs,  though  he  drew  his  fword  and  threatened  to  run  them 
through,  cocked  and  fnapped  his  piflols.  Qn  the  appearance 
of  a  fmall  part  of  the  enemy,  not  more  than  fixty  or  feventy, 
their  diforder  was  increafed,.  and  they  ran  off  without  firing 
a  fingle  fhot,  and  left  the  general  in  a  hazardous  fituation,  fo 
that  his  attendants,  to  extricate  him  out  of  it,  caught  the  bridle 
of  his  horfe,  and  gave  him  a  different  direction.  Three  large 
fhips  were  ftationed  in  the  North  river,  oppofite  to  thofe  in  the 
Eaft  river;  both  of  them  kept  up  a  conftant  cannonading  with 
grape  fhot  and  langrage  quite  acrofs  the  ifland.  The  Heflians 
upon  their  landing,  feized  and  fecured  in  a  neighbouring  build- 
ing as  enemies,  fome  perfons  who  had  been-placed  there  to  ferve 
as  guides,  which  for  a  while  fubjecfed  them  to  a  difficulty.— 
When  the  Britifh  were  completely  landed,  they  marched  on  to- 
ward the  Kingfbridge  road.  The  American  brigades,  that  had  fled 
upon  the  enemy's  approaching  the  lines,  ftopped  not  till  met  by 
col.  Glover's  and  the  five  other  brigades,  who  were  haftening  down 
to  them.  Upon  thejun£lion,  the  whole  ma  rched  forward  and 
took  pofl  on  fome  heights,  when  all  a,t  once,  about  8000  of  the 
enemy  as  was  thought,  hove  in  fight  on  the  next  height  and  halt- 
ed. Gen.  Wafhington  at  firfl  canfented  to  his  troops  marching 
forward  to  give  them  battle ;  but  on  a  fecond  confideration, 
counter-ordered,  as  he  could  not  have  any  dependence  on  the 
militia  and  the  flying  camp,  which  compoled  half  the  number 
then  prefent.  When  the  Americans  were  withdrawn,  and  no 
profpeclof  a£uon  remained,  the  Britifh  generals  repaired  to  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Robert  Murray,  a  gentleman  of  the  quaker  per- 
fuafion.  The  lady  of  the  houfe  being  at  home,  entertained  them 
moft  civilly,  with  what  ferved  for,  or  was  cakes  and  wine.  They 
were  well  p  leafed  with  the  entertainment  and  tarried  there  near  two 
hours  or  more  ;  gov.  Tryon  feafoning  the  repafl,  at  times,  by 
joking  Mrs.  Murray  about  her  American  friends,  for  fhe  was 
known  to  be  a  fleadv  advocate  for  the  liberties  of  the  country. 
Meanwhile,  the  Heffians  and  the  Britifh,  except  a  flrong  corps 
which  marched  down  the  road  to  take  poflefnon  of  the  city,  re- 
mained upon  their  arms  inaftive  ;  which  gave  gen.  Putnam  the 
opportunity  of  efcaping  with  about  3500  men,  including  the 
guards,  who  had  been  left  to  fhift  for  themfelves,  when  colonel 
Glover  had  been  ordered  away  from  New-York.  The  general, 
in  order  to  efcape  any  troops  that  might  be  advancing  upon  the 
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direct  road  to  the  city,  betook  himfelf  to  that  which  lies  along 
fide  the  North -river,  and  marched  to  the  end,  where  it  turns  off 
fhort  to  the  right,  and  leads  on  to  another  and  narrower,  that 
goes  to  Blooming-dale.  By  this  lafl  road,  he  avoided  every 
dangerous  approach  to  the  enemy,  and  retreated  with  fafety.  But 
nothing  could  have  been  ealier  than  to  have  prevented  his  getting 
into  it.  A  good  body  of  troops  with  two  field  pieces,  in  about  20 
minutes  or  lefs,  couli  have  taken  fuch  a  pofition  as  would  have 
neceffarily  cut  off  Putnam's  retreat.  Co!.  Grayfori  has  repeat- 
edly faid,  fpeaking  humoroufly,  "  Mrs.  Murray  faved  the  Ame- 
rican army."  On  the  day  that  gen.  Howe's  forces  landed  and 
the  following  one,  they  made  prifoners  354  privates  and  17  offi- 
cers*. Many  think  the  general  was  greatly  miltaken  in  landing 
on  the  ifland  inftead  of  throwing  his  army  around  it  above  Kingf- 
bridge,  and  thereby  hemming  in  the  whole  body  of  the  Americans 
at  once.  Such  a  manoeuvre  they  view  as  having  been  within  the 
compafs  of  eafy  praclice,  confidering  what  a  naval  and  military 
apparatus  he  had  at  his  fervice. 

[Sept.  16.  J  On  the  Monday  there  was  a  tolerable  fkirmifh  be- 
tween two  battalions  of  light  infantry  and  highlanders,  and  three 
companies  of  Heffian  riflemen  commanded  by  brigadier  Leflie, 
and  detachments  from  the  American  army  under  the  command  of 
lieut.  col.  Knolton,  of  Connecticut,  and  major  Leitch,  of  Virgi- 
nia. The  colonel  received  a  mortal  wound,  and  the  major  three 
balls  through  his  bodv,  but  is  likely  to  do  well.  Their  parties 
behaved  with  great  bravery,  and  being  fupplied  with  frefh  troops, 
beat  the  enemy  fairly  from  the  field.  The  lofs  of  the  Americans 
except  in  col.  Knolton,  a  moft  valuable  and  gallant  officer,  was 
"inconsiderable  ;  that  of  the  enemy  between  80  and  100  wounded, 
and  ij  or  20  killed.  This  little  advantage  infpirited  the  Ameri- 
cans prodigioufly.  They  found  it  required  only  refolution  and 
good  officers  to  make  an  enemy,  they  flood  too  much  in  dread 
of,  give  wayt.  The  men  will  fight  if  led  on  by  good  officers, 
and  as  certainly  run  away  if  commanded  by  fcoundrels.  Sunday 
was  an  infiance  of  the  lafl,  and  the  next  day  a  confirmation  of  the 
firil  affertion.  On  Sunday,  the  officers,  inflead  of  heading  and 
leading  the  men  on  to  attack  the  enemy  when  landing,  were  the 
Srfl  to  fcamper  off. 

[Sept.  21.J  A  few  days  after  the  Britifh  had  poffeiTed  them- 
felves  of  New-York,  a  moll  terrible  fire  happened.  A  thoufand 
houfes,  near  one  fourth  of  the  city,  were  laid  in  afhes.  Trinity 
church,  the  public  charity  fchool,  the  reclor's  houfe,  and  a  Lutheran 

*  The  board  of  war. 

i  General  Washington's  letter  to  general  Cues. 
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chapel  were  among  the  buildings  which  were  confumed.  The 
lofs  fuflained  in  houfes,  &c.  by  the  corporation  of 'Trinity  churcli, 
is  thought,  upon  a  moderate  computation,  to  be  more  than 
15,6001.  fterling.  The  fire  broke  out  at  a  dram  fliop,  clofe  in 
with  the  waterfide,  on  Whitehall  flip,  about  one  o'clock  in'  the 
morning.  The  reports  fpread  of  its  breaking  out  in  feveral  pla- 
ces at  the  fame  time,  were  erroneous.  Every  thing  was  very 
dry,  and  a  brifk  foutherly  wind  blew.  The  flames  foon  caught 
the  neighbouring  houfes,  fpread,  raged  with  inconceivable  vio- 
lence, and  made  all  the  fubfequent  havock.  There  were  few 
citizens  in  town  ;  and  the  fire  engines  and  pumps  were  out  of 
order.  Two  regiments  went  immediately  to  the  place,  and  ma- 
ny boats  full  of  men  were  fent  from  the  fleet :  to  thefe  under  Pro- 
vidence it  was  owing,  that  the  whole  city  was  not  reduced  to  afhes. 
A  gentleman  *  who  was  at  Bergen  (oppofite  the  fpot  where  the 
fire  firft  broke  out)  faw  it  foon  after  it  began,  obferved  its  pro- 
grefs,  and  is  perfuaded  that  it  was  not  purpofely  kindled,  but  was 
merely  accidental  t,  and  the  probable  confequence  of  the  failors 
having  been  fuffered  to  go  on  fhore  the  day  before  to  regale  and 
frolic.  The  drynefs  of  the  materials,  the  brifk  foutherly  wind, 
and  the  covering  of  the  houfes,  fhingles  inftead  of  flate  or  tiles, 
eafily  account  for  its  fpreading,  without  calling  in  the  aid  of  in- 
cendiaries. 

A  brigadier  writes  concerning  the  animofity  in  the  American 
army  above  noticed — "  It  has  aiready  rifen  to  fuch  a  height,  ;'.  af 
the  Pennfylvania  and  New-England  troops  would  ;js  Icon  fight 
each  other  as  the  enemy.  Officers  of  all  ranks  are  indifcrimi- 
fiately  treated  in  a  moft  contemptible  manner,  and  whole  co- 
lonies traduced  and  vilified  as  cheats,  knaves,  cowards,  paltroons, 
hypocrites,  and  every  term  of  reproach,  for  no  other  reafon,  but 
becaufe  they  are  fituated  eaft  of  New-York.  Every  honor  is  paid 
to  the  merit  of  good  men  from  the  fouth ;  the  merit,  if  fuch  be 
poffible,  from  the  north  is  not  acknowledged  ;  but  if  too  appa- 
rent to  be  blaffed  with  falfhood,  is  carefully  buried  in  oblivion. 
The  cowardice  or  mifbehaviour  of  the  fouth  is  carefully  covered 
oyer,  the  leaft  mifconduft  in  the  gentlemen  of  the  north  is  pub- 
lilhed  with  large  comments  and  aggravations." 

Congrefs  have  at  length  adopted  a  new  code  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  army.  It  was  become  abfolutely  necefiary.  "  No 
laws  can  be  too  fevere  for  the  government  of  men  who  live  by 
the  fword,  and  who  have  this  only  reply  for  their  ravages—  qua 
ntgat  anna  tenenti?"  This  was  the  language  of  a  gentleman. 

*  Mr.  Griffiths  of  New-York. 

f  The  fame  was  confirmed  to  me  bv  other  gentlemen,  while  at  Nsw- 
Yoik,  Auguft  1785. 

■whofc 
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whofe  concern  in  the  army  gave  him  the  beft  opportunity  of  pro- 
curing certain  information  ;  and  who  faid  further  to  a  member 
of  congrefs — "  Abfolute  tyranny  is  effential  to  the  government 
of  an  army,  and  every  man  who  carries  arms,  from  the  general 
officer  to  the  private  fcntinel,  muft  be  content  to  be  a  temporary 
flave,  if  he  would  ferve  his  country  as  a  foldier.  Almoft  every 
villainy  and  ralcalitv  that  can  difgrace  the  man,  the  foldier  or  the 
eitizen,  is  daily  praftifed  without  meeting  the  punifhment  they 
merit.  So  many  of  our  officers  want  honor,  and  fo  many  of  our 
foldiers  v.  ant  virtue,  civil,  Social,  and  military,  that  nothing  but 
the  fevereft  punilhments  will  keep  both  from  practices  which 
muft  ruin  us.  The  infamous  and  cruel  ravages,  which  have  been 
made  on  the  wretched  diftreffed  inhabitants  of  this  unfortunate 
ifland  (New- York)  by  many  of  our  foldiers,  mull  difgrace  and 
expofe  our  army  to  deteftation.  I  have  heard  fome  tales  of 
woe,  occafioned  by  the  robberies  of  our  armv,  which  would  ex- 
tort fighs  from  the  hearts  of  tvgers.  Our  men  are  at  prcfent  only 
robbers;  that  they  will  foon  be  murderers  unlefs  fome  are  hang- 
ed, I  have  little  doubt."  The  difficulty  which  the  army  has  been 
under,  from  the  want  of  almoft  every  neceilaiy,  tents,  camp- 
kettles,  blankets  and  clothes  of  every  kind,  may  have  contributed 
toward  the  caufe  of  thefe  complaints.  Unlefs  the  men  can  get 
fupplied  in  a  regular  way,  they  will  be  inclined,  notwithftanding 
the  moft  pofitive  general  orders  to  the  contrary,  to  help  them- 
selves, however  irregularly  ;  and  when  once  they  begin  to  tref- 
pafs  from  neceffity,  they  are  tempted  to  proceed  for  convenience 
or  pleafure. 

[Sept.  24.]  Nearly  at  the  fame  time,  an  officer  high  in  rank 
and  much  efteemed,  communicated  his  thoughts  in  thefe  words  : 
— "  We  are  now  upon  tbe  eve  of  another  dilfslution  of  the  ar- 
my. Unlefs  fome  fpeedy  and  effeft ual  mcafures  are  adopted  by 
congrefs,  our  caufe  will  be  loft.  The  few  who  aft  upon  princi- 
ples of  difintereftednefs  are,  comparatively  fpeaking,  no  more 
than  a  drop  in  the  ocean.  As  the  war  muft  be  carried  on  fyfte- 
matically,  you  muft  eftablifh  your  army  upon  a  permanent  foot- 
ing, and  give  your  officers  good  pay,  that  they  may  be,  and  fup- 
port  the  character  of  gentlemen,  and  not  be  driven,  by  a  fcanty 
allowance,  to  the  low  and  dirty  arts,  which  many  of  them  prac- 
tife,  to  filch  the  public  of  more  than  the  difference  of  pay  would 
amount  to.  The  men  muft  be  engaged  by  a  good  bounty  for  the 
continuance  of  the  war.  To  depend  upon  militia  is  allured ly 
refting  on  a  broken  ftaff.  They  cannot  brook  fubordination.  It 
Would  be  cheaper  to  keep  fifty  or  a  hundred  thoufand  in  conftant 
pay,  than  depend  upon  half  the  number,  and  fupply  the  other' 
half  occafionally  by  militia.  If  I  was  to  declare  upon  oath,  whether 

ther 
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the  militia  have  been  mod  ferviceable  or  hurtful,  upon  the  whole^ 
I  fhould  fubfcribe  to  the  latter.  No  man,  who  regards  order,  re- 
gularity and  oeconomy,  or  who  has  any  regard  for  his  own  honor, 
character  or  peace  of  mind,  will  rifk  them  upon  militia."  While 
the  American  caufe  is  thus  expofed,  fome  gentlemen  obferve 
with  pleafure  of  the  enemy,  [Sept.  25. J  that — "  Though  they 
are  brave  and  furnifhed  with  all  matters,  yet  from  fome  caufes 
thev  difcover  very  little  of  the  great  or  vaft  in  their  defigns  and 
executions.", 

It  is  hot  ftrange,  that  there  is  a  number  of  bad  officers  in  the 
continental  fervice,  when  you  confider  that  many  were  chofen 
by  their  own  men,  who  elefted  them,  not  from  a  regard  to  me- 
rit or  any  love  of  difcipline,  but  from  the  knowledge  they  had 
of  their  being  readv  to  affociate  with  them  on  the  foot  of  equali- 
ty. It  was  the  cafe  in  divers  inftances,  that,  when  a  company 
was  forming,  the  men  would  choofe  thofe  for  officers  who  con- 
fented  to  throw  their  pay  into  a  joint  ft ock  with  the  privates,  frorri 
which,  captains,  lieutenants,  erifigns,  fergeants,  corporals,  with 
drummers  and  privates,  drew  equal  jfhares.  Can  it  then  be  won- 
dered at,  however  mortifying  it  may  prove,  that  a  captain  fhould 
be  tried  and  broken  for  ftealihg  his  foldiers  blankets',  or  that  ano- 
ther officer  fhould  be  found  fhaving  his  men  in  the  face  of  diflin- 
guifhed  characters!  Time  muff  and  will  clear  the  army  of  thefe 
defpicable  commiffion-bearers.    . 

Too  many  of  the  regimental  furgeons  have  made  a  practice  of 
felling  recommendations  to  furloughs  and  discharges  at  a  lefs  funi 
ihan  a  milling  a  man.  Only  one  of  the  number  fuppofed  to  me- 
rit the  fame  diftinftion,  was  drummed  out  Of  the  army,  for  fucli 
a  fcandalous  conduct.  Had  all  who  deferved  it,  met  the  like  re- 
ward, a  good  reform  would  have  been  made :  that  one  is  tod 
pitiful  a  fubjeft,  to  have  his  name  recorded.  He  charged  each 
man  fix-pence  flerling,  and  any  one  was  welcome  to  a  certificate 
for  that  fum.  Several  of  the  regimental  furgeons  had  no  profeffion- 
al  abilities  ;  had  never  feen  an  operation  of  furgery ;  were  un- 
lettered and  ignorant  to  a  degree  fcarcely  to  be  imagined.  Others 
Were  amazingly  deficient  in  the  article  Of  profeffional  apparatus. 
From  one  general  return  of  fifteen  regiments,  it  appeared  thafc 
for  fifteen  furgeons  and  as  many  mates,  all  theinftruments  (which 
Were  reported  to  be  private  property)  amounted  only  to  fix  fets 

of  amputating two  of  trepanning fifteen  cafes   of  pocket 

inflruments — feventy-five  crooked,  and  fix  ftraight  needles — four 
incifion  knives  for  dilating  wounds  or  other  purpofes — and  three 
pair  of  forceps  for  extracting  bullets. 

Since  the  evacuation  of  New -York,  the  fick  have  fuffered  ve- 
ry much  for  want  of  neceffaries,  and  have  been  in  a  miferable 
Vol.  Hj  R  fituatiott; 
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fituation  ;  but  it  appears  to  have  been  owing  greatly  to  un- 
toward circumflances,  hurry,  confufion,  and  an  atlual  want  of 
the  requifites  for  affording  relief.  The  fick  have  amounted  to 
many  thoufands,  including  what  have  been  at  different  places; 
and  many  hundreds,  if  not  fome  thoufands,  have  been  fwept  off 
by  various  difeafes.  Much  cenfure  has  been  cafl  upon  Dr.  Mor- 
gan, director  general  of  the  hofpital,  for  the  fufferings  which 
the  fick  have  endured,  more  than  is  due,  as  apprehended.  The 
army  ought  to  have  been  early  provided  with  medicines,  inflru- 
ments,  and  bandages,  by  a  continental  druggifl,  or  chofen  com- 
mittee, before  the  campaign  began,  inflead  of  having  them  to 
procure  afterward  :  and  the  militia  which  came  late  to  the  field, 
mould  have  been  been  provided  by  the  different  itates,  before  they 
joined  the  army. 

An  unfuccefsful  attempt  Was  made  on  the  Britifh  out-pofl  ort 
Montrefor-Ifland.  A  large  party  of  Americans,  in  five  flat-bot- 
tomed boats,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Jackfon,  went  down 
Haerlem  river  to  attack  it,  a  little  after  four  in  the  morning.  They 
had  two  pieces  of  cannon  with  them  :  the  pofl  was  guarded  by 
about  eighty  men.  The  Brune  frigate  being  at  anchor  near  the 
ifland,  fired  at  the  boats  in  the  dark,  and  funk  one  of  them.  The 
colonel  landed,  and  a  fkirmifh  enfued  ;  but  feveral  of  the  offi- 
cers and  men  behaved  moll  fcandaloufly;  inflead  of  fupporting 
him  they  pufhed  off,  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  retreat.  He  was 
himfelf  wounded,  and  left  two  and  twenty  wounded  behind.  Ma- 
jor Thomas  Henley,  brother  to  the  deputy  adjutant  general,  an 
intrepid  officer,  was  killed. 

General  Howe  had  at  length  ripened  his  plan  for  cutting  off 
gen.  Wajhingtons  communication  with  the  eaflern  flates,  and  en- 
clofin'g  him  on  all  fides  in  his  faflnefies  on  the  north  end  of  New- 
York  Ifland  ;  which  ought  to  have  been  executed  a  month  back, 
by  a  bold  and  unexpe&ed  removal  of  the  troops  from  Long-Ifland 
in  flie  firfi  iirflance,  to  Rochelle  or  the  neighbourhood. 

The  greater  part  of  the  army,  being  embarked  in  flat  boats 
and  other  fmall  craft,  paffed  through  Hell-gate,  a  paffage  terri- 
ble in  name,  but  no  ways  dangerous  at  the  proper  time  of  tide  ;• 
entered  the  Sound,  j~Ocl.  12. J  and  landed  early  in  the  morning 
on  Frogs-Neck,  in  Wefichefler  county,  belonging  to  New-York, 
upon  the  fide  of  Gonne&icut.  Gen.  Washington's  army,  fit  for 
duty.,  prefent  and  on  command  at  different  polls,  militia  includ- 
ed, was  about  19,000.  Officers  and  men  were  in  expectation 
of  active  fervice.  7  he  former  were  out  frequently  in  reconnoi- 
tring parties ;  the  latter  were  looking  out  for  the  arrival  of  Gen. 
Lee,  on  his  way  to  th^  camp.  The  Americans  had  no  intenti- 
on of  quitting  their  ground  upon  the  ifland  and  the  neighbour- 
hood 
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hood  of  Kingfbridge  ;  but  a  number  of  regiments  were  fent  for- 
ward to  counteract  the  operations  of  the  enemy.  When  the  roy- 
al army  was  landed,  the  generals  found  they  could  not  get  upon 
the  continent,  by  reafon  of  the  caufeway's  being  broken  down, 
and  of  works  being  erefted  to  oppofe  them.  Six  days  were  fpent 
here  to  little  purpofe,  while  a  dozen  other  places  were  open, 
where  the  troops  might  have  landed  with  fcarce  any  or  no  oppo- 
fition,  or  difficulty  attending  them.  On  the  lafl  of  thefe  days 
the  fccond  divifion  of  foreign  mercenaries  arrived  at  New-York, 
The  fleet  confifted  of  feventy-two  fail,  having  on  board  40CO 
Heffians,  1000  Waldeckers,  two  companies  of  chafleurs  or  ri- 
flemen, 200  Englifh  recruits,  and  2000  baggage  horfes.  The 
horfe-tranfports  were  heavy  failing  Dutchmen.  They  left  St. 
Helen's  the  28th  of  June,  were  obliged  to  put  into  Plymouth  the 
7th  of  July,  and  failed  from  thence  the  19th. 

[Oft.   14.]     General  Lee  arrived  in  the  American  camp  two 
days  after  gen.  Howe's  landing.     The  troops  were  mightily  elat- 
ed with  his  prejence,  and  felt  themfelves  ftronger  by  1000  men 
upon  the  occafion  ;  for  they  had  great  confidence  in  his  abilities, 
and  expefted  much  from  him,  becaufe  of  the  fuccefs  which  had 
attended  him  at  Charleftown,     The  genera]  found  that  there  was 
a  prevailing  inclination  among  the  chief  officers  for  remaining 
on  the  ifland.     He  ftrongly  urged   the  abfolute  neceflity  of  re- 
moving toward  Eaft  and  Weftchefter,     Gen.  Wafhington  called 
a  council  of  war.     [Oft.  16.]    Lee  afked  what  they  meant  by 
entertaining  a  thought  of  holding  their  pofition,  while  the  ene- 
my had  the  command  of  the  water  on  each  fide  of  them,  and 
were  fo  ftrong  both  in  their  front  and  rear ;  and  when  there  was 
a  bridge  before  them,  over  which  they  muff  pafs  to  efcape  being 
wholly  enclofed.     He  foon  convinced  them,  how  much  they  had 
been  miftaken.    All  agreed  that  the  bulk  of  the  army  fhould  quit 
the  ifland.     He  was  alfo  for  withdrawing  the  garrifon  from  Fort 
Wafhington.     Gen.  Greene -was  otherwife  minded,  and  argued, 
that  the  poffefling  of  that  poft  would  divert  a  large  body  of  the 
enemy,  and  keep  them   from  joining  the  troops  under  general 
Howe.     The  latter  had   left  earl   Percy,  with  two  brigades  of 
Britifh  troops,  and  one  of  Heflian,  about  5000  men,  in  lines 
near  Haerlem,  to  cover  New-York  from  the   infults  of  the  gar- 
'  rifon.     Greene  further  urged  the  advantage  it  would  be  of  in  co- 
vering, with  Fort  Lee,  the  tranfportation  of  provifion  and  other 
articles  up  the  North-river  for  the  fervice  of  the  American  troops. 
He  ftated  alfo  that  the  garrifon  could  be  brought  off  at  anv  time 
by  boats   from  the   Jerfey  fide  of  the  river.     It  was  concluded 
that  the  poiTcvUon  of  Fort  Wafhington,  ?.nd  the  lines  annexed 

tc, 
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tp  it,  fhould  be  continued  ;  and  more  than  2000  men   were  af- 
iigned  to  this  fervice. 

General  Howe,  on  the  other  hand,  while  at  Frog's-Neck,  re- 
ceived provifions,  ftores,  and  a  reinforcement ;  [Oct.  18.J  then 
reimbarked  feveral  corps,  pafied  round  Frog's-Neck,  landed  at 
the  mouth  of  Hutchinfon's-river,  and  fecured  a  paffage  for  the 
main  body  ;  which  croffed  at  the  fame  place,  advanced  immedi- 
ate ly,  and  lay  that  night  upon  their  arms  with  their  right  near 
Rochelle.  On  their  march  to  this  ground,  they  were  annoyed 
by  a  regiment  or  two  of  Americans,  and  one  oi  the  rifle  battali- 
ons, whom  gen.  Lee  pofted  behind  a  wall  and  fecreied  for  that 
puipofe.  Their  advanced  party  was  repulled  twice  ;  and  ihe 
An  ericans  did  not  leave  the  wall,  till  the  enemy  advanced  a  third 
time,  in  folid  columns,  when  they  gave  them  feveral  fires,  and 
then  retreated  by  gen.  Lee's  oider.  The  Eritifh  are  thought  to 
have  loft  a  confiderabie  number.  The  Americans  had  a  few  kil- 
led and  about  fixty  wounded.  On  the  21ft  the  right  and  cen- 
tre of  the  army  moved  two  miles  to  the  northward  of  Rochelie, 
on  the  road  to  the  White  Plains.  Lieut,  col.  Rogeis.  with  his  corps 
of  rangers,  was  detached  to  poiiefs  Marrineck,  where  the  careleis- 
nefs  of  his  fentries  expofed  him  to  a  furprife,  by  which  he 
fered.  [Oft.  22.J  Gen.  Howe  was  joined  by  gen.  Knyphaufen, 
with  the  fecond  diviiiori  of  Hefhans,  and  the  regiment  of  Wal- 
deckers. 

General  Wafhington,  while  moving  the  army  from  York  If- 
land  into  the  country,  was  careful  to  march  and  form  the  troops, 
fo  as  to  make  a  front  toward  the  enemy,  from  Eaft-Chelter  al- 
moft  to  White-Plains,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  highway,  thereby  tp 
fecure  the  march  of  thofe  who  were  behind  on  their  right,  and 
to  defend  the  removal  of  the  fick,  the  cannon,  ftores,  &c.  Thus 
they  made  a  line  of  fmall,  detached,  and  intrenched  camps,  oc- 
cupying every  height  and  ftrong  ground,  from  Valentine's-hill, 
about  a  mile  from  Kingfbridge  on  the  right,  to  near  the  White- 
Plains  on  the  left.  But  the  movement  was  attended  with  much 
difficulty,  for  want  of  waggons  and  artillery  horfes.  The  bag- 
gage and  artillery  were  carried  or  drawn  off  by  hand.  When  a 
part  was  forwarded,  the  other  was  fetched  on.  This  was  the  ge- 
neral way  of  removing  the  camp  equipage  and  other  appendages 
of  the  army.  1  he  few  teams  which  were  at  hand,  were  no  ways 
equal  to  the  fervice  ;  and  their  deficiency  could  be  made  up  only 
by  the  bodily  labor  of  the  men. 

[Oft.  25.]  The  royal  army  moves  in  two  columns,  and 
takes  a  pofition  with  the  Brunx  in  front ;  upon  which  the  Ame- 
ricans quit  their  dei ached  camps,  and  leaving  a  corps  near 
Kingfbiidge,  aliemble  their  main  force  at  White-  Plains,  behind 

intrench- 


4.D.177&I    AMERICAN    REVOLUTION.     133 

intrenchments  thrown  up  by  the  advanced  corps.     Every  thing 
being  prepared  for  bringing  on  an  action,  gen.  Howe  marches 
the  troops  early  in  the  morning  [Oft.  28.J  in  two  columns  to- 
ward the  White-Plains,  the  left  being  commanded  by  gen.  Hei- 
iter.     All  gen.  Wafhington's  advanced  parties  being  drove  back 
to  their  works  before  noon,  the  army  forms  with  the  right  upon 
the  road  to  Marrineck,  about  a  mile  diflant  from  the  American 
centre,  and  the  left  to  the  Brunx,  about  the  fame  diflance  from 
the  right  flank  of  their  intrenchments.     Gen.  ryl'Bougal],  with 
about  1600  men  poffeffes  an  advantageous  hill  feparated  from  the 
right  flank  of  the  intrenchments  by  the  Brunx,  which  by  its. 
windings  covers  the  general's  troops  from  the  left  of  the  royal 
forces.     Gen.  Leflie,  with  the  fecond  brigade  of  Britifh  troops, 
the  Heffian  grenadiers  under  col.  Donop,  and  a  battalion  of  the 
Heffian  corps, are  ordered  to  diflodgehim.  Previous  to  their  attack, 
col.   Rail,  commanding  a  brigade  of  the  Heffians,  on  the  left, 
paffes  the  Brunx,  and  gains  a  poft  which  enables  him  to  annoy 
the  flank  of  M'Dougall's    corps,    while  engaged  with  the  other 
forces  in  front.     Four  regiments  of  militia,  upon  the  approach 
of  about  250  light  horfe,  run  away,  and  leave  the  general  with 
600  men;  who  defend  the   hill  for  about  an   hour,  againft  the 
whole  fire  of  twelve  pieces  of  artillery,  and  of  the  mufketry  and 
cavalry,    with  the  lofs  of  forty-feven  men  killed  and  feventy 
wounded*.     The  gaining  of  this  poft  takes  up  fome  confidera- 
ble  time,  which   is   prolonged  by  the  Americans  fupporting  a 
broken  and  fcattered  engagement  in  defence  of  the  adjoining 
walls  and  enclofures.     In  the  evening,  the    Heffian  grenadiers 
are  ordered  forward  within  cannon  (hot  of  the  intrenchments, 
the  fecond  brigade  of  the  Britilh  forms  in  their  rear,  and  the  two 
Heffian  brigades  in  the  left  pf  the  fecond.    The  right  and  centre 
do  not  quit  tne  ground  on  which  they  have  formed.    In  this  po, 
fition  the  whole  Epyal  army  lie  upon  their  arms  during  the  night, 
expecting  to  attack  the  enemy's  camp  the  next  day.     The  next 
day  [Oct.   29.J  they  advance  to   a  hill,  on  which   col.  Glover 
commands,  and  w^ere  he  has  one  brafs  twenty-four,  a  fix,  and 
a  three  pounder,  and  three  iron  twelve  pounders.     They  form 
a  line  as  far  as  he  can  fee  from  right  to  left,  and  appear  to  be 
about  i 2,000.     They    approach  in  tour  columns,  the   cavalry 
and  artillerv  in  front,  and  continue  doing  it  till  within  about 
three  quarters  of  a   mile  of  the  hill,  then  file  off  to  the  left  to 
take  poft  on  a  hill  to  the  colonel's  right,  which  overlooks  that  he 
is    polled   on.     Thev  have  to  pafs   a  vallev.     He  referves  his 
fire  till  they  get  into  it,  in  order  to  at"  end  the  hill;  he  begins 
wkh  the  three  pounder,  next  the   fix,  referving  the  brafs  twen- 

*  Colonel  Glover's  letter,  daei  North-Caitle,  iNov.  14,  1776, 
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ty-four  till  the  laft.  They  are  put  into  great  confufion;  howe? 
ver,  they  afcend  the  hill  with  the  light  horfe,  and  one  piece  of 
artillery,  a  three  pounder,  fire  it  four  times,  and  retreat. 

Gen.    Howe,  obferving  that  gen.  Wafhington's  lines  were 
much   ftrengthened  by  additional  works,  deferred  all  further  at- 
tack till  the   arrival  of  more  troops   from  thofe  which   had  been 
left  with  lord  Percy,  to  watch  the  garrifon  of  Fort  Wafhington. 
He  had   declined  bringing  on    a  general  aclion,  the  preceding 
day,  upon  obferving   that  Wafhington  had    formed   a   fecond 
line*;  but  the  American   difcipline   was  fo  defective,  that  had 
the  former  attacked,  the  fuperior  difcipline  of  his  troops  would 
probably  have  obliged  the  fir  ft  line   to  have  given  away,  which 
by  falling  back  upon  the   fecond,  might  have  occafioned  a  total 
defeat.     A  general  engagement  was  expected  by  the  Americans; 
and  the  foldiers  were  very  defirous  of  coming  to  blows  with  the 
enemy,  and  wifhed  much   to  engage.     During  the  engagement 
with  gen.  Leflie's  corps,  the  American  baggage  was  moving  off 
in  full  fight  of  the  enemy.    The  then  pofition  of  the  continental 
army,  general  Lee  condemned  as  the  moil  execrable.     He  was 
of  opinion,  that  had  the  enemy  attacked  the  centre,  and  brought 
on  a  general  engagement,  the  Americans   muft  have  met  with 
a  total  defeat,  or  have  left  all  their   baggage,  though   they  had 
now  organized  themfelves,  and  had  procured  ox -teams  and  fur- 
ther  conveniencies.     On  the  other  hand  gen.  Wafhington  did 
not  reinforce  and  fupport  the  right  wing,  for  he  meant  that  the 
enemy   fhould  attack    the    centre.      The   corps   under  general 
Leflie  muft  have  fuffered  very   confiderably,  for  from  an  au- 
thentic return  of  his   own  brigade,  fince  found  on  the  ground, 
it  appears  that  the  killed  of  it  were  a  lieutenant  colonel,  2  cap « 
tains,  a  lieutenant,  an  enfign,  a  ferge^nt,  and  22  privates;  and 
that  the  wounded  were  2  captains,  3  lieutenants,   12  fergeants, 
and  109  privates +.     The  Britifh  made  only  30  privates,  and  4 
officers  and  ftaff,  prifoners  at   White- Plains  +.     But  the  Ameri- 
cans conjecfured  at  firft,  that  they  had  fuffered  a  much  greater 
lofs,  not  lefs   than  400  in  killed,  wounded  and  miffing.     They 
were  foon  convinced  of  their  miflake.     A  number  of  the  militia 
who  ran  off  at  the  fight  of  the  light  horfe  in  the  beginning  and 
were  miffing  for  a  while,  were  found  afterward.     The  killed 
and  wounded  however,  were  probably  more  than  given  above, 
owing  to  the  fcattered  engagements,  diftinc't  from  that  upon  the 
hill.     In  the  feveral  fkirmifhes  which   have  happened  fince  the 

*  Colonel  Ke:,ly  told  me  in  the  evening  of  Fe~. 26,  1784.,  that  gen. 
Lee,  when  a  piifoner  atkeu  ^ea.  Howe,  why  he  did  not  bring  on  a  gene- 
ral engagement-,  and  received  for  an'wer  she  teikon  above  mentioned. 

f  Colcnel  Glovei'a  letter.  {  Board   of  war. 

junction 
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junclion  of  Knyphaufen,  the  Americans  have  taken  a  number  of 
prifoners,  Heffians,  Waldeckers  and  a  few  Britifh.  The  Ger- 
mans were  much  afraid  of  being  murdered  as  foon  as  they  were 
caught,  and  were  very  agreeably  difappointed  on  meeting  with 
civility  and  kindnefs. 

General  Howe,  having  been  joined  by  the  troops  from  lord 
Percy,  made  difpofitions  for  attacking  the  American  lines  early 
on  the  la  ft  of  06tober  ;  but  an  extreme  wet  night  and  morning 
prevented  the  execution  at  the  time  appointed,  and  it  was  not 
attempted  afterward,  though  the  day  proved  fair.  Gen.  Wafh- 
ington  gained  intelligence  of  his  danger,  by  a  deferter  ;  drew  off 
rhoft  of  his  troops  ai  night  ;  totally  evacuated  his  camp  early  in 
the  morning  of  November  the  firfl  ;  and  took  higher  ground  to- 
ward the  North-Caftle  diftrift,  leaving  a  ftrong  rear  guard  ori 
the  heights  and  in  the  woods  of  White-Plains.  An  order  was 
given  by  the  Britifh  commander  to  attack  this  corps  ;  but  the 
execution  of  it  was  prevented  by  a  violent  rain.  Col.  Auftin  of 
the  MafTachufetis,  who  commanded  the  guards  and  fentries,  be- 
ing heated  with  liquor,  burnt  the  town  on  White-Plains,  unne- 
ceffarih  and  without  any  orders. 

The  Britifh  general,  perceiving  that  Wafhington  meant  to" 
avoid  an  engagement,  and  that  the  nature  of  the  country  would 
hot  admit  of  his  being  forced,  made  a  fudden  arid  unexpected  re- 
moval [Nov.  5.]  from  the  feveral  polls  he  had  taken  in  the 
front  of  the  Americans,  and  advanced  toward  Kingfbridge  and! 
the  North-River.  General  Knyphaufen  had  been  fent  off  before, 
and  encamped  on  the  2d  near  the  bridge  on  New-York  Ifland, 
the  Americans  who  were  in  the  neighbouring  heights  having 
quitted  the  fame,  and  retired  to  Fort  Wafhington. 

An  acceptable  break  here  offers  for  amufing  you  with  an  anec- 
dote or  two.  General  Lee,  while  at  White-Plains,  lodged  in  a 
fmall  houfe  clofe  in  with  the  road,  by  which  gen.  W'alhingtort 
had  to  pafs  when  out  on  reconnoitring.  Returning  with  his 
officers  they  called  in  and  took  a  dinner.  They  were  no  fooner 
gone,  than  Lee  told  his  aids,  "  You  muft  look  me  out  another 
place,  for  I  fhall  have  Wafhington  and  all  his  puppies  continu- 
ally calling  upon  me,  and  they  will  eat  me  up."  The  next  day 
Lee  feeing  Wafhington  out  upon  the  like  bufmefs,  and  fuppof- 
ing  that  he  fhould  have  another  vifit,  ordered  his  fervant  to' 
write  with  chalk  upon  the  door — No  viBuals  drejjed  here  to-day. 
When  the  company  approached  and  faw  the  writing,  they  puih- 
ed  off  with  much  good  humor  for  their  own  table,  without  re- 
fenting  the  habitual  oddity  of  the  man. 

It  happened,  that  a  garden  of  a  widow  woman,  which  lay  be- 
tween the  two  camps,  was  robbed  at  night.     Her  fon,  a  mere 

boy, 
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boy,  and  little  of  his  age,  afked  leave  for  finding  out  and  fecuring 
the  pilferer,  in  cafe  he  fhould  return  ;  which  being  granted,  he 
concealed  himfelf  with  a  gun  among  the  weeds.  A  Britifh  gre- 
nadier, a  (trapping  highlander,  came  and  filled  his  large  bag ; 
when  he  had  it  on  his  moulder,  the  boy  left  his  covert,  came 
foftly  behind  him,  cocked  his  gun,  and  called  out  to  the  fellow, 
"  You  are  my  prifoner  ;  if  you  attempt  to  throw  your  bag  down 
I  will  {hoot  you  dead  :  g,<>  forward  in  that  road."  The  boy  kept 
clofe  to  him,  threatened,  and  was  always  prepared  to  execute 
his  threatening.  Thus  the  boy  drove  him  into  the  American 
camp,  where  he  was  fecured.  When  the  grenadier  was  at  li- 
berty to  throw  down  his  bag,  and  faw  who  had  made  him  pri- 
foner, he  was  moil  horridly  mortified,  and  exclaimed — "  A  Bri- 
tifh grenadier,  made  prifoner  by  fuch  a  d d  brat- — by  fuch  a, 

d d  brat."     The  American  officers  were  highly  entertained 

with  the  adventure  ;  made  a  collection  for  the  boy,  and  gave  him 
fome  pounds.  He  returned  fully  fatisfied  with  the  lofTes  his 
mother  had  fuflained.  The  foldier  had  fide  arms,  but  they  were 
of  no  ufe,  as  he  could  not  get  rid  of  his  bag  *." 

[Nov.  8.J  General  Wafliington  wrote  to  gen.  Greene  at  Fort 
Lee,  "  Sir,  the  late  paflage  of  the  three  vefTels  up  the  North  ri- 
ver (which  we  have  juft  received  advice  of)  is  fo  plain  a  proof 
of  the  inefflcacy  of  all  the  obftruclions  we  have  thrown  into  it, 
that  I  cannot  but  think  it  will  fully  juftify  a  change  in  the  difpo- 
fition  which  has  been  made.  If  we  cannot  prevent  veffels  paf- 
fing  up,  and  the  enemy  are  pofTeffed  of  the  furrounding  country, 
what  valuable  purpofe  can  it  anfwer,  to  attempt  to  hold  a  pofl 
from  which  the  expected  benefit  cannot  be  had  ?  I  am  therefore; 
inclined  to  think  it  will  not  be  prudent  to  hazard  the  men  and 
(tores  at  Mount  Wafliington  ;  but  as  you  are  on  the  fpot,  leave 
it  to  you  to  give  fuch  orders  as  to  evacuating  Mount  Wafliing- 
ton, as  you  judge  beft,  and  fo  far  revoking  the  order  given  to 
col.  Magawto  defend  it  to  the  laft.  The  befl  accounts  from  the 
enemy  affure  us  of  a  confiderable  movement  among  their  boats 
the  laft  evening  ;  and  fo  far  as  can  be  collected  from  the  vari- 
ous fources  of  intelligence,  they  mull  defign  a  penetration  into' 
Jerfey,  and  fall  down  upon  your  port.  You  will  therefore  im- 
mediately have  all  the  (lores,  &c.  removed,  (from  your  pofl) 
which  you  do  not  deem  neceflary  for  your  defence  ;  and  as  the 
enemy  have  drawn  great  relief,  from  the  forage  and  provifiort 
they  have  found  in  the  country,  and  which  our  tendernefs  fpar- 
cd,  you  will  do  well  to  prevent  their  receiving  any  frefh  fupplies 

*  Mr.  Van  rugh  Livingfton,  of  New-York,  told  me  he  had  th;s  from 
major  Rofs,  of  Lar.cafter  in  Pennfylvania,  who  faw  the  foldier 
brought  in. 

thete 
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there,  by  deftroying  it,  if  the  inhabitants  will  not  drive  off  their 
flock,  and  remove  the  hay,  grain,  &c.  in  time.  Experience 
has  mown,  that  a  contrary  conduct  is  not  of  the  leaft  advantage 
to  the  poor  inhabitants,  from  whom  all  their  effects  of  every 
Jiind  are  taken  without  diftin&ion,  and  without  the  leaft  fatisfac- 
tion.  Troops  are  filing  off  from  hence  as  fall  as  our  circum- 
stances and  fituation  will  admit,  in  order  to  be  tranfported  over 
the  river  with  all  expedition." 

The  next  day,  general  Greene  anfwered^  "  Sir, — upon  the 
whole  I  cannot  help  thinking  the  garrifon  (at  Fort  Wafhington) 
is  of  advantage;  and  I  cannot  conceive  it  to  be  in  any  great  dan- 
ger ;  the  men  can  be  brought  off  at  any  time  ;  but  the  ftores 
may  not  be  fo  eafily  removed  ;  yet  I  think  they  can  be  got  off  in 
fpite  of  the  enemy,  if  matters  grow  defperate.  This  poft  is  of 
no  importance  only  in  conjunction  with  Mount  Wafhington. 
I  was  over  there  the  laft  evening,  and  the  enemy  feem  to  be  dif- 
pofing  matters  to  befiege  the  place  5  but  col.  Magaw  thinks  it 
will  take  them  till  December  expires  before  they  can  carry  it. — 
If  the  enemy  do  not  find  it  an  object:  of  importance,  they  will  not 
trouble  themfelves  about  it  :  if  they  do,  it  is  a  full  proof  they 
feel  an  injury  from  our  poffeMing  it.  Our  giving  it  up  will  opei\ 
a  free  communication  with  the  country  by  way  of  Kingfbridge  ; 
that  mult  be  a  great  advantage  to  them  and  injury  to  us." 

[Nov.  12.]  Within  a  few  days,  gen.  Wafhington  croffed 
the  North-river  with  part  of  his  army,  and  ftationed  himfelf 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort  Lee.  The  troops  left  at  North- 
Caflle  under  general  Lee,  [Nov.  14.]  were  7,500  ftrong,  in- 
cluding the  3000  militia  of  gen.  Lincoln's  divifion  (whofe  time 
of  fervice  ended  on  the  17th)  and  1700  of  general  Fellows 's 
brigade  (whofe  fervice  ended  on  the  i(t  of  December.)  As  the 
diffolution  of  the  army  was  approaching  apace  with  the  end  of 
the  year,  gen.  Wamington  applied  to  the  Maffacnufetts  for 
4000  new  militia.  [Nov,  16*. j  Gen.  Lee  addrefled  the  old  un- 
der Lincoln,  and  conjured  the  officers  and  foldiers,  as  they  re- 
garded the  facred  caufe  in  which  they  were  engaged,  to  conti- 
nue in  their  prefent  pofts  a  few  days  longer,  till  Thurfday  at  the 
moft,  affuring  them  it  was  of  the  laft  importance.  But  they 
were  not  to  be  prevailed  upon,  though  their  oWn  commander 
urged  a  compliance  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power.  All  except 
gen.  Lincoln,  and  about  150  privates,  went  off  the  next  day. 
Mean  while  the  royal  army  approached  Fort  Wafhington,  and 
on  the  15th  gen.  Howe  fummoned  the  commanding  officer  to 
furrender,  who  anfwered,  that  he  would  defend  himfelf  to  the 
laft  extremity.  Gen.  Wafhington  receiving  an  account  of  the 
fummons  at  Hackinfack,  immediately  repaired  to  Fort  Lee,  and 
Vol.  II.  S  had 
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had  partly  crofTed  the  North-river,  when  he  met  generals  Putnarrt 
and  Greene,  who  were  juft  returning  from  thence,  and  inform- 
ed him,  that  the  troops  were  in  high  fpirits,  and  would  make 
a  good  defence  ;  it  being  late  at  night,  he  returned.  Now  was 
the  moment  for  withdrawing  the  garrifon,  and  one  would  think, 
that  as  the  attack  was  fixed  for  the  next  day,  gen.  Howe  defigned 
by  the  fummons,  that  it  fhoula  be  taken  off  the  approaching 
night,  and  wifhed  by  that  mean  to  fave  the  men  that  he  would 
otherwife  lofe.     But  defence  had  been  concluded  upon. 

[Nov.  16. J  The  royal  army  therefore  make  four  attacks  up- 
on the  fort  the  next  morning.  While  they  are  advancing,  generals 
Wafhington,  Putnam  and  Greehe,  and  col.  Knox,  with  their 
aids,  having  croffed  the  river,  are  making  up  to  it.  Some  one 
or  other  perceiving  the  danger  of  their  being  foon  fhut  in,  urges 
their  returning  inftantly.  The  commander  in  chief  is  hardly 
perfuaded,  and  complies  with  reluftance  ;  but  the  company  in- 
fill upon  it,  and  prevail.  The  firft  attack,  on  the  north  fide,  is 
conducted  by  gen.  Knyphaufen,  at  the  head  of  two  columns  of 
Heflians  and  Waldeckers.  The  fecond,  on  the  eaft  fide,  is  led 
on  by  gen.  Matthew,  at  the  head  of  the  firft  and  fecond  battali- 
ons of  light  infantry,  and  two  battalions  of  guards,  fupported 
by  lord  Cornwallis  with  a  body  of  grenadiers  and  the  thirty-third 
regiment.  Thefe  forces  advance  by  the  Earl-river,  and  land  out 
of  flat  boats  by  Haerlem  creek  upon  the  enemy's  right.  The 
third  attack,  intended  chiefly  as  a  feint,  is  conduced  by  lieut. 
col.  Sterling,  with  the  forty-fecond  regiment.  The  laft  attack 
is  made  by  lord  Percy,  with  the  corps  he  commands  on  the  fouth 
of  the  ifland.  All  the  attacks  are  fupported  with  a  numerous, 
powerful,  and  well-ferved  artillery. 

The  Heffians  under  gen.  Knvphaufen,  have  a  thick  wood  to 
pafs,  where  col.  Rawling*'s  regiment  of  riflemen  are  ported  :  a 
warm  engagement  commences,  > and  is  continued  for  a  confider- 
able  time,  in  which  the  former  are  much  expofed,  and  lofe  in 
killed  and  wounded  near  upon  800  men  by  that  fingle  regiment. 
Mean  while  the  light  infantry  land  ;  and  are  expofed,  as  before 
landing,  to  a  very  brifk  and  continual  fire  from  the  enemy,  who 
are  covered  bv  the  rocks  and  trees  among  which  they  are  ported. 
The  former,  however,  extricate  themfelves  by  clambering  up  a 
very  fteep  and  rough  mountain,  when  they  foon  difperfe  the 
enemy,  and  make  way  for  the  landing  of  the  reft  of  the  troops 
without  oppofition.  Lord  Percy  having  carried  an  advanced 
work  on  his  lide,  col.  Sterling  is  ordered  to  attempt  a  landing 
with  the  forty-fecond  regiment,  upon  the  left  of  the  enemy's 
lines  toward  New-Yotk  ;  and  two  battalions  of  the  fecond  bri- 
"  gade  are  directed  to  fupport  him.  He  advances  his  boats  through 

a  heavy 
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a  heavy  fire ;  and  forcing  his  way  up  a  fteep  height,  gains  the 
fummit  and  takes  170  prifoners,  and  then  penetrates  aero fs  the 
ifland.  The  detachment  from  the  flying  camp  of  the  Americans, 
having  given  way  and  quitted  their  flation,  without  making  a 
firm  ftand,  col.  Magaw  leaves  the  lines,  and  throws  himfeli  in- 
to the  fort,  left  the  royal  army  fhould  get  po Hellion  of  it  before 
him.  Col.  Rail,  who  leads  the  right  column  of  gen.  Knyphau- 
fen's  attack,  having  forced  the  enemy  in  the  mean  time,  pulhes 
forward  to  their  advanced  works,  and  lodges  his  column  within 
a  hundred  yards  of  the  fort.  This  done,  he  fummons  them  to 
furrender  :  and  upon  gen.  Knyphaufen's  appearing,  it  is  agreed, 
that  the  troops  be  conlidered  as  prifoners  of  war,  and  that  the 
officers  fhall  keep  their  baggage  and  fide  arms. 

The  number  of  prifoners,  including  officers,  amounted  to 
2700,  befide  thofe  taken  by  the  forty-fecond  regiment.  Gen. 
Greene  wilhed  to  have  been  intrufted  with  the  defence  of  the 
fort  on  the  day  of  attack,  as  did  fome  other  generals.  He  blames 
col.  Magaw  for  fufFering  the  troops  to  crowd  into  the  fort,  upon 
their  quitting  the  lines  inftead  of  ordering  them  to  the  brow  of 
the  hill  facing  the  north,  where  the  Heffians  attacked  ;  and  is  of 
opinion,  that  if  they  had  been  placed  there,  the  royal  army  might 
have  been  kept  off  till  night,  when  the  troops  might  have  been 
removed.  But  the  capital  miftake  was  their  not  being  removed 
the  preceding  night. 

Whjle  the  attack  was  carrying  on,  a  captain  Gooch  boldly 
ventured  to  crofs  over  from  Fort  Lee,  with  a  letter  from  gene- 
ral Wafhington  to  col.  Magaw,  acquainting  him,  that  if  he  could 
hold  out  till  night,  the  garrifon  fhould  be  taken  off.  He  deli- 
vered the  letter,  pufhed  through  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  prefer- 
ing  that  danger  to  being  made  a  prifoner,  and  efcaped  unhurt. 
Gen.  Wafhington  could  view  feveral  parts  of  the  attack  ;  and 
when  he  law  his  men  bayonetted,  and  in  that  way  killed  while 
begging  quarter,  he  cried  with  the  tendernefs  of  a  child,  and  ex- 
claimed at  the  barbarity  that  was  pra&ifed.  His  heart  has  not 
been  yet  Heeled  bv  plunging  into  afts  of  cruelty.  When  gen. 
Lee  read  the  letter  fent  by  exprefs,  giving  an  account  of  Fort 
Wafhington's  being  taken,  refentment  and  vexation  led  him, 
unfeeling  as  he  was  in  common,  to  weep  plentifully.  He  wrote 
on  the  19th  to  the  commander  in  chief,  "O  !  general,  why 
would  you  be  over-perfuaded  by  men  of  inferior  judgment  to 
your  own  ?  It  wa$  acurfed  affair."  He  had  exclaimed  before, 
upon  hearing  that  the  defence  of  it  was  to  be  rifked,  "  Then  we 
are  undone." 

From  that  moment  it  was  apparent,  that  the  Britifh  mips 
could  fafelv  pafs  up  and  down  the  North-river,  in   defiance  of 
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all  the  obftrucYions  thrown  in  the  channel*  and  of  the  forts 
Wafhington  and  Lee,  the  American  commander  concluded  that 
thefe  were  no  longer  eligible,  and  that  Fort  Wafhington  ought 
to  be  evacua  ed  while  it  could  be  done;  which  occafioned  his 
letter  of  the  8th.  When  he  came  to  Fort  Lee,  foon  after  crof-. 
ling  the  North-river,  he  found  no  meafures  had  been  taken  to- 
ward fuch  evacuation^  in  confequence  of  that  letter.  General 
Greene,  of  whofe  judgment  he  entertained  a  good  opinion,  de- 
cidedly oppofed  it  ;  other  opinions  coincided  with  Greene's ;  it 
was  thought  politic  to  wafle  the  campaign  without  coming  to  a 
general  action  on  the  one  hand,  and  without  fuffering  the  enemy 
to  over-run  the  country  on  the  other ;  every  impediment,  which, 
flood  in  their  way,  was  judged  a  mean  to  anfwer  thefe  purpofes, 
«md  when  thrown  into  the  fcale  with  thofe  opinions  which  were 
oppofed  to  evacuation,  caufed  that  warfare  in  the  mind  of  the 
commander  in  chief,  and  that  hefitation  which  have  ended  in 
the  lofs  of  the  garrifon.  The  advifabihty  of  attempting  to  hold 
the  poft  being  repugnant  to  his  own  judgment,  the  event  which 
has  happened  fills  him  with  the  greater  regret.  But  he  will  ex- 
hibit an  inflance  of  generality  and  magnanimity,  by  fubmitting 
filently  to  all  the  cenfure  that  may  be  cafl  upon  him,  fooner 
than  injure  the  charters  of  thofe  whofe  advice  has  enfnared 
him. 

Lis  imagined  on  good  grounds,  that  the  royal  army  loft  in  the 
attack  full  1200  men,  in  killed  and  wounded.  The  next  objecl; 
that  engaged  their  atrerKion  was  Fort  Lee,  fituated  upon  a  neck 
of  land  about  ten  miles  long,  running  up  the  North-river  on  the 
one  fide,  and  on  the  other  bounded  by  the  Hackinfack,  and  the 
Englifh  neighbourhood  a  branch  of  it,  neither  of  which  are  ford- 
able  near  the  fort.  The  neck  joins  the  main  land  almoft  oppo- 
site to  the  communication  between  the  North  and  Eaft-rivers  at 
King/bridge.  On  the  iSth  November,  in  the  morning,  lord 
Cornwallis,  by  means  of  boats  which  entered  the  North-river 
through  this  communication,  landed  near  Clofter,  on'y  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  the  Englifh  neighbourhood.  His  force  con  lift- 
ed  of  the  firftand  fecond  battalions  of  light  infantry,  two  com- 
panies of  chaffeurs,  two  battalions  of  Britifh,  and  two  ditto  of 
Heffian  grenadiers,  two  battalions  of  guards,  and  the  thirty-third 
and  forty-fecond  regiments.  The  account  of  this  movement 
was  brought  to  gen.  Greene  while  in  bed.  Without  waiting 
for  gen.  Wafhington's  orders,  he  directed  the  troops  to  march 
immediately,  and  fecure  their  retreat  by  poffeffing  themfelves  of 
the  Englifh  neighbourhood  ;  he  fent  off  at  the  fame  time,  infor- 
mation to  gen.  Wafhington  at  Hackinfack  town.  Having  gain- 
ed the  ground  and  drawn  up  the  troops  in  face  of  the  enemy,  he 
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left  them  under  the  command  of  gen.  Washington  ;  and  return- 
ed to  pick  up  the  ftragglers  and  others,  whom  to  the  amount  of 
about  300,  he  conveyed  over  the  Hackinfack  to  a  place  of  fafe- 
ty.  By  this  decided  movement  of  gen.  Greene's,  3000  Ameri- 
cans efcaped  ;  the  capture  of  whom,  at  this  period,  muft  have 
proved  ruinous.  Lord  Cornwallis's  intent  was  evidently  to  form 
a  line  acrofs  from  the  place  of  landing  to  Hackinfack  bridge,  and 
thereby  to  hem  in  the  whole  garrifon  between  the  North  and 
Hackinfack  rivers  :  but  gen.  Greene  was  too  alert  for  him. — 
His  lordfhip  had  but  a  mile  and  a  half  to  march,  whereas  it  was 
four  miles  from  Fort  Lee  to  the  road,  approaching  the  head  of 
the  Englifh  neighbourhood,  where  the  other  amufed  his  lorddiip 
till  gen.  Wafhington  arrived,  and  by  a  well-concerted  retreat,  fe- 
cured  the  bridge  over  the  Hackinfack,  But  though  the  men 
were  faved,  fome  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  molt  of  the  cannon, 
and  a  confiderable  part  of  their  tents  and  baggage,  were  taken  ; 
befide  the  trifling  number  of  ninety-nine  privates,  and  fix  offi- 
cers and  flafF. 

[Nov.  22.]  General  Wafhington  retreated  to  Newark,  where 
his  whole  force  confilted  of  no  more  than  3500  men.  He  con- 
sidered the  caufe  as  in  the  greatefl  danger ;  and  faid  to  col.  Reed, 
"  Should  we  retreat  to  the  back  parts  of  Pennfylvania,  will  the 
Pennfylvanians  fupport  us?"  The  colonel  anfwered,  "  If  the 
lower  counties  are  fubdued,  and  give  up,  the  back  counties  will 
do  the  fame."  The  general  paffed  his  hand  over  his  throat,  and 
faid,  "  My  neck  does  not  feel  as  though  it  was  made  for  a  hal» 
ter.  We  muft  retire  to  Augufta  county  in  Virginia.  Numbers 
will  be  obliged  to  repair  to  us  for  fafety  ;  and  we  muft  try  what 
we  can  do  in  carrying  on  a  predatory  war  :  and  if  over- 
powered we  muft  crofs  the  Alleghany  mountains."  The  gene- 
ral, after  tarrying  near  a  week  without  being  molefted,  obtained 
information  of  lord  Cornwallis's  being  in  purfuit  of  him  ;  he  there- 
fore marched  for  Brunfwick,  [Nov.  28.]  leaving  Newark  the  very 
morning  that  his  lordlhipenrered  it.  As  his  lordfhip's  van  advanced 
to  Brunjwick,  by  a  forced  march  on  the  firft  of  December,  gen. 
Wafhington  retreated  to  Princeton,  having  firft  delayed  its  paf- 
fing  the  Rariton  by  breaking  down  a  part  of  Brunfwick  bridge, 
and  fo  fecured  his  troops  from  being  harraffed.  Lord  Corn- 
wallis,  having  orders  not  to  advance  beyond  Brunfwick,  difcon- 
tinued  his  purfuit:  but  fent  an  exprefs  to  gen.  Howe  at  New- 
York,  acquainting  him,  that  by  continuing  it  brifkly  he  could 
entirely  difperfe  the  army  under  gen.  Wafhington,  and  feize 
his  heavy  baggage  and  artillery,  before  he  could  pafs  the  Dela- 
ware,    Gen  Howe  returned  for  anfsver,  that  he  would  be  with 
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him  in  perfon  immediately*;  but  did  not  join  him  till  the  fixth. 
Gen  Wafhington  hoped  to  have  made  a  Hand  at  Brunfwick, 
but  was  difappointed  in  his  expectation  of  the  militia :  on  the  day 
he  quitted  it,  the  fervice  of  the  Jerfey  and  Maryland  brigades 
expired,  and  neither  of  them  would  flay  an  hour  longer ;  he 
wrote  therefore  to  gen.  Lee,  "  haften  your  march  as  much  as 
poffible,  or  your  arrival  may  be  too  late."  On  the  7th,  lord 
Cornwallis's  corps  marched  to  Princeton,  which  the  Americans 
quitted  the  fame  day.  The  next  day  the  corps  marched  in  two 
divifions :  the  firil  advanced  to  Trenton,  and  reached  the  Dela- 
ware juii  as  the  rear  guard  of  gen.  Waihington's  army,  under 
col.  Henly,  gained  the  oppofne  lhote  about  twelve  o'clock  at 
night. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  who  halted  with  the  rear  divifion  within  fix 
miles  of  Trenton,  intended  eroding  a  body  very  early  the  next 
morning,  near  tv;o  miles  below  Cornel's  ferry;  and  got  the 
troops  in  readinefs,  and-  the  artillery  prepared  to  cover  the  land- 
ing; for  at  that  place  it  was  only  eight  and  twenty  rod  to  a  fpit 
of  land  on  the  Pennfylvania  fide,  on  which  a  fufficient  number 
were  to  have  landed,  and  then  to  have  marched  up  to  Cornel's 
ferry,  and  to  have  taken  the  boats  that  had  been  collected  there 
by  the  Americans,  and  left  under  a  guard  of  only  about  ten 
men  :  with  them  it  was  meant  to  cany  over  the  main  body. — 
In  the  vicinity  of  this  place,  a  large  fiinken  Durham  boat  (which 
came  down  three  days  before,  laden  with  flour,  and  which  could 
carry  100  men)  lay  concealed  under  a  bank.  This  had  been 
difcovered  and  taken  away  by  Mr.  Merfereau,  fo  that  the  Bri- 
tifh  were  difappointed  in  their  expectation  of  finding  it.  They 
hailed  one  Thomfon,  a  quaker,  who  lived  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Delaware,  and  inquired  what  was  become  of  the  boat,  and 
were  anfwered  it  was  carried  off.  They  continued  reconnoitring 
up  and  down  the  river  till  ten  o'clock,  hut  finding  no  boats,  re- 
turned to  Pennytown.  Men  had  been  employed  in  time  for 
taking  off  all  the  boats  from  the  Jerfey  fide  of  the  Delaware; 
but  Mr.  Merfereau's  attention  would  not  admit  of  his  confiding 
wholly  in  their  care  and  prudence.  He  therefore  went  up  the 
river  to  examine  whether  all  the  boats  were  really  carried  off  or 
deflroyed ;  upon  difcovering  the  above  funken  one,  which  had 
efcaped  the  obfervation  of  the  men,  and  inquiring  of  a  perfon 
in  the  neighbourhood  concerning  her,  he  was  told  that  Ihe  was 
an  old  one  and  good  for  nothing ;  but  not  relying  upon  the  in- 
formation, he  found  her  to  be  new,  had  the  water  baled  out,  and 
lent  her  ofFf .     The  importance  of  this  affair  to  the  Americans, 

*  Loyalift's  letter,  Nov.  10,   1777. 
f  Mr.  Merfereau  afterward  an  American  deputy  commitlary  of  pri- 
foners,  was  my  informer. 
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prevents  the  relation  of  it  from  being  trifling.  Had  lord  Corn- 
wallis  croffed  into  Pennfylvania  as  he  propofed,  the  confequenee 
would  probably  have  been  fatal  to  the  Americans.  Gen  Wafli- 
ington,  when  he  croffed,  had  about  2200  men;  but  the  time  of 
their  fervice  expiring,  they  left  him  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the 
fecond  day  after  crofling  he  had  but  feventcen  hundred. 

The  militia  of  Jerfey  had  timely  notice  given  them  ;  and  had 
they  ftept  forth  in  feafon,  might  have  enabled  gen.  Wafhington: 
to  have  prevented  lord  Cornwallis  crofling  the  Hackinfack  :  but 
either  difaffeftion,  or  the  want  of  exertion  in  the  principal  gen- 
tlemen of  the  country  (through  depreflion  of  fpirit  at  the  threat- 
ening appearances  that  exifted)  or  a  fatal  fupinenefs  and  infenfi- 
bility  of  danger,  increafed  the  aftual  evil,  and  made  it  absolute- 
ly neceffary  for  gen.  Wafhington  to  quit  the  Jerfeys,  and  feek 
fecurity  on  thev other  fide  of  the  Delaware.  To  whatever  caufe 
it  was  owing,  the  inhabitants  almoii  to  a  man  refufed  to  turn: 
out,  fo  that  he  could  not  at  any  time  bring  more  of  them  toge- 
ther than  1000  men,  and  even  on  thefe  very  little  dependence 
was  to  be  put.  The  proclamation  iffued  the  30th  of  November 
by  lord  Howe  and  gen.  Howe,  as  trie  king's  commiflioners, 
added  to  gen.  Wafhington's  difficulties.  In  that,  they  com- 
manded all  perfons  affembled  in  arms  againft  his  majefty's  go- 
vernment, to  difband  and  return  to  their  dwelling;  and  all  gene- 
ral or  provincial  congrefles,  &c.  to  defifl  from  all  their  treason- 
able aftings,  and  to  relinquifh  all  their  ufurped  power.  They 
declared  that  every  perfon,  who,  within  60  days,  fhould  appear 
before  the  governor,  lieut.  governor,  or  commander  in  chief  of 
any  of  his  majefty's  colonies,  or  before  the  general  or  command- 
ing officer  of  his  majeftv's  forces,  &c.  and  claim  the  benefit  of 
the  proclamation,  and  teitify  his  obedience  to  the  laws  by  fub- 
fcribing  a  certain  declaration,  fhould  obtain  a  full  and  free  par- 
don of  all  treafons,  &c.  by  him  committed,  and  of  all  forfeitures 
and  penalties  for  the  fame.  Numbers  who  had  been  provincial 
congrefs-men,  committee-men,  juftices  and  the  like,  though  out 
of  the  way  of  immediate  danger,  ran  to  take  the  advantage  of  the 
proclamation.  Many  of  the  whigs  fhifted  about.  Only  a  few 
of  fortune  flood  firm  to  the  caufe.  It  was  the  middle  rank  of 
people  in  general  that  remained  ftedfafl  in  this  dav  of  trial.  The 
fuccefs  of  the  royal  army  extended  its  influence  alfo  to  Pennfvl- 
;  vania.  Mr.  Galloway,  the  family  of  the  Aliens,  with  fome 
others,  repaired  to  the  commiffioners  to  claim  the  benefits  of  the 
general  pardon. 

General  Lee,  with  more  than  3000  men,  though  repeated  ex- 
preffes  were  fent  to  him,  continued  in  the  rear  of  the  loyal  for- 
ces, marching  fo-flowly  that  Wafhington  could  not  account  for 
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it.  It  at  length  proved  fatal  to  his  perfonal  liberty.  While  he 
lay  carelefsly  and  without  a  guard  at  Bajkinridge,  fome  way  dif- 
tant  from  the  main  body,  he  was  made  prifoner.  The  circum- 
stances of  his  fituation  were  communicated  to  col.  Harcourt,  com' 
manding  the  light  horfe,  and  who  had  then  made  a  defultory  ex- 
curfion  at  the  head  of  a  fmall  detachment,  to  obferve  the  motions 
of  that  body.  [Dec.  13.]  The  colonel  conducted  with  fuch  ad- 
drefs  and  activity,  as  to  captivate  and  carry  off  the  general.  The 
capture  was  confidered  by  the  Britifh  officers  as  a  matter  of  the 
greatefl  confequence.  Their  words  were,  "  We  have  taken  the 
American  palladium  ;"  fuch  was  the  opinion  they  had  of  the  ge- 
neral deficiency  of  military  (kill  among  the  Americans,  and  the 
inexperience  of  their  officers*  The  command  of  the  troops,  af- 
ter Lee's  capture,  fell  to  gen.  Sullivan  ;  who  foon  after  crolfed 
the  Delaware,  and  joined  gen.  Wafhington.  The  general  needed 
this  reinforcement,  notwithftariding  his  having  been  joined  by  the 
Philadelphia  militia.  He  had  fent  gen.  Mifflin  to  Philadelphia, 
while  retreating  before  lord  Cornwallis :  and  on  the  27th  of  No- 
vember, there  was  a  large  and  general  town  meeting,  when  the 
intelligence  of  the  probability  of  gen.  Howe's  invading  the  ftate 
was  communicated,  as  alio  the  requeft  of  congrefs,  that  the  mi- 
litia of  the  cities  and  counties  might  march  to  the  Jerfeys.  Gem 
Mifflin,  who  was  detained  by  congrefs  for  the-pUrpofe,  enforced 
it  by  a  fpirited,  animating,  and  affectionate  addrefs  to  his  fellow 
citizens  ;  who  expreffed  their  approbation  of  the  meafure  propo- 
fed,  and  foon  marched  forward  fome  hundreds  of  militia  to  join 
the  commander  in  chief.  After  that,  gen.  Mifflin  left  Philadel- 
phia by  the  direction  of  congrefs,  who  knew  of  what  importance 
his  influence  Was,  and  repaired  to  the  back  counties,  where  his 
exertions  were  equally  fuccefsful,  fo  that  they  poured  in  their  yeo- 
manry in  fupport  of  the  common  caufe. 

[Dec.  14.]  The  royal  forces  lay  much  fcattered  in  the  Jerfeys,  and 
to  all  appearance  in  a  fla^e  of  fecurity.  Gen.  Wafhington  wifhed 
to  ftrike  them ;  fenfible  that  a  lucky  blow  in  that  quarter,  would  be 
fatal  to  them,  and  moft  certainly  raife  the  fpirits  of  the  people, 
which  were  quite  funk  by  the  late  misfortunes  ;  but  prudence 
Would  not  admit  of  it.  The  Pennfylvania  militia  were  ordered 
to  Briflol ;  and  the  remainder  of  the  troops  were  cantoned  along 
the  Delaware,  fo  as  to  oppofe  any  attempts  of  the  royalilts  ta 
crofs  it. 

Should  it  be  true,  as  reported,  that  the  American  general  once 
wept,  while  he  fled  through  the  Jerfeys,  that  will  not  prove  the 
Want  of  perfonal  fortitude.  He  is  neither  lefs,  nor  more  than 
man.  Agitation  of  mind,  occafioned  by  the  threatening  ftate  of 
public  liberty,  and  a  reflection  on  the  horrid  calamities  that  would 
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Follow  the  lofs  of  it  to  the  prefent  and  future  generations,  might 
produce  that  event,  without  any  mixture  of  private  concern  fof 
his  own  fafety. 

During  the  roval  fuccefles  in  the  Jerfeys*  gen.  Clinton,  with, 
two  brigades  of  Britifh,  and  two  of  Heffian  troops,  with  a  fqua- 
dron  of  men  of  war  under  Sir  Peter  Parker,  was  fent  to  attempt 
Rhode -Ijland.  The  American  forces,  being  incapable  of  mak- 
ing effectual  refiftance,  abandoned  it  on  his  approach  ;  fo  that, 
on  the  day  when  general  Wafhington  crofTed  the  Delaware,  the 
Britifh  took  pofTeflion  of  it  without  any  lofs,  and  at  the  fame  time 
blocked  up  commodore  Hopkins's  fquadron  and  a  number  of  pri- 
vateers at  Providence. 

Let  me  now  offer  you  a  fummafy  account  of  the  captures  made 
by  gen.  Howe  and  the  forces  under  his  command,  during  the 
campaign,  down  to  the  total  evacuation  of  the  Jerfeys.  Of  pri- 
vates there  have  been  made  prifoners  4101,  of  officers  304,  and 
of  ftafF  2^5,  in  all  4430.  The  catalogue  of  ordnance  and  mill* 
tary  flores  Hands  thus — -Brafs  ordnance  1  thirteen  inch  mortar — 
1  ten  ditto — 4  five  and  a  half  inch  howitzers — 5  fix  pounders — 
1  three  ditto.  Iron  ordnance — 2  thirteen  inch  mortars — 1  ten 
ditto — 1  eight  ditto — 30  thirty-two  pounders — 6  twenty-four  dit- 
to— 8  eighteen  ditto — 24  twelve  ditto — 26  nine  ditto — 40  fix  dit- 
to— 55  four  ditto — 16  three  ditto — 26  difmounted  :  Brafs  ord- 
nance 12  ; — Iron  ditto  235.  Shells  empty,  210  thirteen  inch — • 
1255  ten  ditto — 1535  eight  ditto — 1908  five  and  a  half  ditto — > 
19,071  four  and  two-fifths  ditto — total  23,979  ■  Shells  filled  with 
fufees  drove — 5  thirteen  inch — 12  ten  ditto — 30  eight  ditto — ^3 
five  and  a  half  ditto — 45  four  and  two-fifths  ditto — total,  145  : 
Shot,  2052  thirty-two  pounders — 9300  twenty-four  ditto — 548 
eighteen  ditto — 39^9  twelve  ditto — 332  fix  ditto — 911  three  dit- 
to— total,  17,122  :  double  headed  fhot  of  all  forts  2684  :  grape 
quilted,  140  thirty-two  and  twelve  pounders,  befides  42  boxes  ; 
cafe  of  all  forts  813,  with  powder  44  :  Mufkets  of  all  forts  2800  : 
Cartridges  400,000  :  Barrels  of  powder  16  :  Iron  Frize  of  four 
hundred  weight  each,  intended  to  flop  the  navigation  of  the  North- 
river  200  :  Bar  iron  20  tons  :  rod  5  :  Intrenching  tools  of  all 
forts  500  :  Sets  of  armourers  tools  6  :  Breaft-plates  for  engineers 
armour  35  :  Waggons  covered  4  :  Hand  barrows  200  :  1  gwyn 
complete  :  2  fling  carts  :  iron  crows  6  :  mantelets  52  :  chevaux 
de  frize  complete  81  :  befides  4000  barrels  of  flour  at  forts  Wafh- 
ington and  Lee  :  baggage,  tents,  long  pikes,  ammunition  carts, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  other  flores  of  various  kinds.  Thefe  loi- 
fes  to  the  Americans  are  very  confiderable  ;  but  to  the  Britifh. 
are  of  fmall  advantage.  The  civil  affairs  of  New-York  may  now 
engage  our  notice.     On  the  16th  of  October,  the  inhabitants  of 
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the  city  and  ifland,  prefented  a  petition  to  lord  Howe  and  gen* 
Howe,  figned  by  David  Horfemanden,  Oliver  Delancey,  and 
946  others,  declaring  their  allegiance,  and  their  acknowledgment 
of"  the  cotijiitutional,  but  not  abfolute,  Jupremacy  of  Great-Bri- 
tain over  the  colonies,  and  praying  that  the  citv  and  county  may- 
be reflored  to  his  majefly's  peace  and  protection.  This  peti- 
tion was  followed  by  another  to  the  fame  purpofe,  from  the  free- 
holders and  inhabitants  of  Queen's  county  in  Long-Ifland.  It  is 
obferved  of  thefe  petitions,  that  they  are  guardedly  exprefled,  all 
mention  of  parliament  being  omitted,  and  the  great  queftion  of 
unconditional  fubmiffion  left  totally  at  large.  Let  it  be  remark- 
ed, that  though  the  inhabitants  of  York  Ifland  and  Queen's  coun- 
ty have  given  every  teftimony  of  their  loyalty,  their  petitions  have 
not  been  attended  to,  nor  they  reflored  to  the  rights  expefted,  in 
confequence  of  the  declarations,  as  well  as  of  the  law  for  the 
appointment  of  commifTioners. 

Let  us  pafs  to  the  fouthern  ftates  ;  and  from  thence  travel 
nonhward,  gathering  up  as  we  return  all  the  intelligence  that 
offers. 

In  the  month  of  July,  an  invafion  of  Eaft-Florida  was  pro- 
jected, with  the  double  view  of  fecuring  Georgia  and  South- 
Carolina  from  the  depredations  of  their  more  fouthern  neigh- 
bours ;  and  of  drawing  the  attention  of  the  Britifh  from  their 
northern  conquefts.  Gen.  Lee  was  intrufted  with  this  bufinefs, 
loon  after  the  repulfe  of  the  Britifh  under  Sir  Peter  Parker.  Af- 
ter the  troops  had  proceeded  as  far  as  Ogeechee  in  Georgia,  the 
general  received  orders  to  join  the  northern  army,  on  which  the 
expedition  was  given  up. 

While  the  general  was  at  Savannah,  he  wrote  a  letter,  on  the 
28th  of  Auguft,  to  the  French  minifter,  which  v.  as  committed 
to  Sieur  de  la  Plaine.  In  that  letter  he  held  up  thefe  ideas — That 
it  was  the  exclufive  commerce  of  the  colonies,  which  empower- 
ed Great -Britain  to  cope  with  France  ;  gave  to  her  a  decided  fu- 
perioritv  in  the  marine  department,  and  of  courfe  enabled  her,  in 
the  frequent  wars  between  the  two  nations,  to  reduce  her  rival 
to  ihe  lajft  extremity  : — That  if  France  can  obtain  the  monopolv, 
or  the  greateft  part  of  this  commerce,  her  opulence,  ftrength  and 
profperity,  muft.  grow  to  a  prodigious  height ;  and  that  if  Ame- 
rica is  enabled  to  preferve  the  independence  (lie  has  now  declar- 
ed, the  greateft  part  of  this  commerce  muft  fall  to  the  fliare  of, 
France  : — That  without  the  colour  of  injuftice  ;  but  on  the  con- 
trary, only  afiuming  the  patronage  of  the  rights  of  mankind  ; 
France  has  it  .now  in  her  power  to  become  not  only  the  greateft, 
but  the  ;noft  glorious  monarchy,  which  has  appeared  on  the  ftage 
of  the  world — her  poffeflions  in  theifl'ands  Wi'lbe  fecured  againft 
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all  poffibility  of  attack,  the  royal  revenues  immenfely  increafed, 
her  people  eafed  of   her  prefent   burdens,  an  eternal  incitement 
be  prefented  to  their  induflrv,  and  the  means  of  increafe,  by  the 
facility  of  providing  fuftenance  for  their  families,  multiplied  ; 
in  fhort,  there  is  no  faying,  what  degree  of  eminence,  happinefs, 
and  glory,  flie  may  derive  from  the  independence  of  this  conti- 
nent : — That  fome  vifionary  writers  have  alferted,  that  could  this 
country  once  fhake  off  her  European  trammels,  it  would  foon 
become  more  formidable  alone  from  the  virtue  and  energv  natu- 
ral to  a  young  people,  than  Great-Britain  can  be  with  her  colo- 
nies united  in  a  ftate  of  dependency :  but  the  men  who  have  built 
fuch  hypothefes  mufl  be  utter  ftrangers  to  the  manners,  genius, 
difpofition,  turn  of  mind,  and  circumftances  of  the  continent. 
As  long  as  vafl  trafts  of  land  remain  unoccupied,  to  which  they 
can  fend  colonies  (if  I  may  fo  exprefs  it)  of  their  offspring,  they 
will  never  entertain  a  thought  of  marine  or  manufa&ures ;  their 
ideas  are  folely  confined  to  labour,  and  to  plant  for  thofe  nations, 
who  can  on  the  cbeapeft  terms  furnifii  them  with  the  neceffary 
utenfils  for  labouring,  and  planting,  and  clothes  for  their  fami- 
lies ;  and  till  the  whole  vafl  extent  of  continent  is  fully  (locked 
with  people,  they  will   never  entertain  another  idea  : — That  this 
cannot  be  effected  for  ages,  and  what  may  then  happen  is  out  of 
the  line  of  politicians  to  lay  any  ftrefs  upon  :  moll  probably  they 
will  be  employed  in  wars  among  themfelves,  before  they  aim  at 
foreign  conquefts  : — That  it  is  worthy  of  attention,  what  will  be 
the  confequence  fhould  Great-Britain  fucceed  in  the  prefent  con- 
tell  ;  America  will  be  wretched  and  enllaved  ;  but  a  number  of 
flaves  may  compofe  a  formidable  army  and  fleet,  and  the  proxi- 
mity of  fituation,  with  fo  great  a  force  entirely  at  the  difpofal  of 
Great-Britain,  will  put  it  into  her  power  to  take  poffeflion  of  the 
French  iflands  on  the  firft  rupture  : — That  it  is  for  the  intereil  as 
wrell  as  the  glory  of  France,  to  furnifh  the  Americans  with  every 
mean  of  fupporting  their  liberties,  to  effect  which  they  only  de- 
mand a  conftant  fyllematic  fupply  of  the  neceffaries  of  war,  fmall 
arms,  powder,  field  pieces,  woollens  and  linens  to  clothe   their 
troops,  with  drugs,  particularly  bark,  in  return  for  which  every 
neceffary  provifion  for  the  French  iflands  may   be  expetled,   as 
corn,  rice,  lumber,  &c.     If  indeed  the  French  could  fpare  a  lew 
able  engineers  and  artillery  officers,  they  may  depend  upon   an 
honorable  reception,  and  comfortable  efbblifhment. 

The  Carolinians  have  been  engaged  in  a  fuccefsful  war  with 
the  Chcrokces,  for  the  origin  of  which  we  mufl  go  back  to  the  year 
1775.  John  Stuart,  efq;  an  officer  of  the  crown,  and  wholly 
devoted  to  the  royal  intereft,  had  for  years,  the  exclufive  ma- 
nagement of  both  them  and  the  Creeks.     When  the  appearance 
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of  a  rupture  between  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies  took  place, 
he  conceived  himfelf  under  obligations  to  attach  the  Indians 
to  the  royal  interelt.  The  ftate  of  public  affairs  in  the  colonies 
furnifhed  him  with  many  arguments  fubfervient  to  this  dehgn.  It 
was  eafy  for  him  to  perfuade  them,  that  the  colonifts  had,  un- 
provoked by  Britain,  adopted  meafures  which  prevented  the  In- 
dians from  receiving  their  yearly  fupply  of  arms,  ammunition  and 
clothing.  He  might  alfo  infinuate,  that  if  the  colonifts  fucceed- 
ed  in  oppofing  Britain,  they  would  probably  aim  next  at  the  ex- 
tirpation of  the  Indians.  A  plan  was  at  length  fettled  by  Mr. 
Stuart,  in  concert  with  the  king's  governors  and  other  royal  fer- 
vants,  to  land  a  Britifh  army  in  Florida,  and  to  proceed  with  it 
to  the  weftern  frontiers  of  the  fouthern  colonies,  and  there,  in 
conjunction  with  the  tories  and  Indians,  to  fall  on  the  friends  of 
congrefs  at  the  fame  time  that  a  fleet  and  army  fhould  invade 
them  on  the  coaft.  Mr.  Mofes  Kirkland,  who  has  already  been 
mentioned,  was  confidentially  employed  by  Mr.  Stuart,  governor 
Tonyn,  and  other  rovalifts  to  the  fouthward,  to  concert  with 
gen.  Gage  the  neceffarv  means  for  accomplifhing  the  above  plan. 
The  whole  was  fully  detected  by  the  providential  capture  of  the 
veflel  which  was  conveying  Kirkland  to  Bofton  toward  the  clofe 
of  177,5.  The  publication  of  the  letters  found  in  his  poffeffion 
produced  conviction  in  the  minds  of  the  Americans,  that  the  Bri- 
tifli  adminiifration  meant  to  employ  the  Indians  for  the  effecting 
of  their  fchemes.  The  difcovery  of  the  minifterial  defigns,  made 
it  neceffary  for  congrefs  to  attend  to  fuch  meafures  as  might  ef- 
fectually counteract  the  influence  of  Mr.  Stuart.  A  meeting  of 
their  Indian  comrniffioners  with  the  Cherokees  was  appointed  at 
Tort  Charlotte,  in  South-Carolina,  and  took  place  on  the  22d  of 
April,  when  about  630  were  prefent.  The  Cherokees  complain- 
ed heavily  of  fundry  encroachments  made  on  them  by  the  white 
people  ;  which  gave  them  the  gieatell  uneafinels.  When  the 
commifboners  came  *o  make  their  prefents,  the  Indians  were  dif- 
pleafed  at  the  fmall  quantity  of  goods  and  ammunition  delivered 
to  them.  The  comrniffioners  pleaded,  that  they  did  not  expect 
to  meet  with  fo  great  a  number  :  and  promifed,  that  if  the  pre- 
fents were  received,  they  would  try  to  purchafe  a  few  more  and 
fend  them.  The  Cherokees  were  not  latisfied  with  the  propofal. 
The  commifiioners,  without  goods,  were  little  more  than  cy- 
phers. Talks  alone,  if  ever  fo  flattering,  do  notanfwer.  Foreign 
manufactures  were  to  the  Indians  indiipenfably  requifite  ;  and  it 
v.T's  not  to  be  thought  that  they  could  prefer  American  friendfhip, 
naked  end  hungry  ;  to  Britifh  attended  with  all  the  neceffaries 
and  comforts  of  life.  The  Britifh  had  carried  great  quantities  of 
goods  even  to  their  towns.  On  the  27th,  the  congrefs  comrnif- 
fioners 
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fioners  met  at  Augufta,  in  Georgia,  in  expectation  of  the  Creeks, 
who  did  not  attend  till  the  16th  of  May,  and  then  amounted  to 
about  350,  when  a  few  prefects  were  given  them.     They  were 
either  iatisfied,  or  flifled  their  refentments,  from  political  prin- 
ciples, fo  as  to  decline  holtilities.     But  the  Cherokees  being  dif- 
gufted,  and  abandoned  to  the  lull  operation  of  the  royal   fuper- 
intendant's  influence,  began  their  maifacres  at  the  very  time  Sir 
Peter  Parker  attacked  the  fort  on  Sullivan's-Ifland.     The  fpeedy 
departure  of  the  fleet  from  the  fea-coaft,  after  his  unfuccefsful  at- 
tack, gave  an  opportunity  for  uniting  the  whole  force  of  South- 
Carolina  againlt  the  invaders  of  the  country.   Though  the  Britifh 
plan  of  a  co-operation  with  the  tories  and  Indians   was  for  the 
prefent  fruftrated  ;  yet  the  probability  that  it  would  be   again,  re- 
fumed,  determined  the  popular   leaders  to  make   a  vigorous  ex- 
pedition into  the  country  of  the  Cherokees.     A  joint  attack  on 
their  fettlements  over  the   mountains   was  agreed  upon   by  the 
fouthern  ftates.     Col.  Williamfon,  of  the  diftricT;  of  Ninety-Six, 
was  chofen  by  the  government  of  South-Carolina   to  command 
their  forces  on  this  occafion.     The  fixth  regular  regiment,  part 
of  the  third,  and  a  large  body  of  militia,  were  appointed  to  ferve 
under  him.     About  the  fame  time,  and  on  the  fame  bufinefs,  gen. 
Rutherford,  with  upward   of  1900  men  from  North-Carolina, 
crofled  the  Apalachian  mountains.     In  their  paflage  through  the 
Indian  country,  the  forces  under  col.  Williamfon  were  two  or 
three  times  brifkly  attacked,  but  finally  repulfed  the  Indians.  The 
Americans  upon  this  occafion  traverfed  their  whole  country,  and 
laid  wafle  their  corn-fields.     Above  ,500  of  the  Cherokees  were 
obliged,  for  want  of  provifions,  to  take  refuge  with  Mr.  John 
Stuart,  in  Weft-Florida,  where  they  were  fed  at  the  expence  of 
the  Britifh  government.     The  Indian  fettlements  to   the  north- 
ward were  at  the  fame  time  invaded  by  a  party  of  Virginia  mi- 
Jitia,  commanded  by  col.  Chriitee,  and  to  the  fouthward  by  the 
Georgia  militia  under  colonel  Jack.     Difmal  was  the  wildernefs 
through  which  the  Americans  had  to  penetrate.     Many  were  the 
dangers  that  they  were  expofed  to  from  dark,  thickets,  and  rug- 
ged paths.     They  were  frequently  obliged  to  pafs  through  narrow 
defiles,  in  which  final  1  parties  might  harafs  the  bravelt  and  moll 
numerous  armv.     They  had  to  crofs  rivers,  fordable  only  at  one 
place,  and  overlooked  by  high  banks,  from  whence  an  enemy 
might  attack  with  advantage,  and  retreat  with  fafety.  They  could 
have  no  accommodations,  but  a  few  plain  neceffaries  carried  on 
packhorfes.     They,  for  the  moft  part,  flept  in  the  open  air,  and 
experienced  all  the  inconveniencies  of  a  ravage  life. 

None  of  all  the  expeditions  before  undertaken  againfl  the  Indi- 
ans had  been  fo  fuccefsful  as  this  firft  effort  of  the  new-born 
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commonwealth.  In  lefs  than  three  months,  viz.  from  the  15th 
of  July  to  the  11th  of  Oftober,  the  bufinefs  was  completed,  and 
the  nation  of  the  Cherokees  fo  far  fubdued,  as  to  be  incapable 
of  annoying  the  fettlements.  The  whole  lofs  of  the  Americans 
did  not  exceed  fifty  men. 

The  means  adopted  by  the  Britifli  to  crufh  the  friends  of  con- 
^refs,  have  been  providentially  over-ruled,  fo  as  to  produce  the 
contrary  effecl.  Their  exciting  Indians  to  maffacre  the  defence- 
kfs  frontier  fettlers,  promoted  the  unanimity  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  invigorated  their  oppofition  to  Great  Britain.  Several  who 
called  themfelves  tories  in  1775,  have  become  aftive  whigs,  and 
cheerfully  taken  up  arms  in  the  firft  inftance  againft  Indians,  and 
in  the  fecond  againft  Great-Britain,  as  the  inftigator  of  their  bar- 
barous devaftations.  Before  this  event,  fome  well  meaning  peo- 
ple could  not  fee  thejuftice  of  contending  with  their  formerly 
protecting  parent-ftate;  but  Indian  cruelties,  excited  by  miniiteri- 
2I  artifices,  foon  extinguished  all  their  predilection  for  the  coun- 
try of  their  forefathers  *, 

The  delegates  of  Maryland,  affembled  in  full  convention  the 
14th  of  Auguft,  have  agreed  upon  the  conllitution  and  form  of 
government  for  that  Hate;  to  which  they  have  prefixed  a  decla- 
ration of  rights.  The  convention  of  the  Delaware  ftate,  for- 
merly ftiled,  "  The  government  of  the  counties  of  Newcaftle, 
Kent  and  Suflex  upon  Delaware,"  after  a  declaration  of  rights 
refolved  upon  their  conllitution  in  September.  When  the  de- 
putations, from  the  committees  of  the  feveral  counties,  met  in 
Philadelphia,  they  agreed  ^pon  the  number  the  general  conven- 
tion fhould  confifl  of,  the  time  they  fliould  meet,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  fliould  be  elecled.  No  perfon  was  excluded 
from  voting:  many  however,  as  muft  have  been  expecfed,  chofe 
to  exclude  themfelves,  as  they  would  not  appear  by  voting  to 
countenance  the  eftablilhment  of  a  new  mode  of  government. 
The  convention  met  the  15th  of  July,  and  continued  by  ad- 
journments to  the  28th  of  September,  during  which  period  the 
conllitution  was  fettled  by  a  declaration  of  rights  and  a  frame  of 
government. 

Great  numbers  in  Pennfylvania  are  not  fatisfied  with  their 
conllitution,  apprehending  that  it  poflefles  too  great  a  proporti- 
on of  democracy ;  and  that  the  (late  is  not  fufficiently  guarded 
againft  either  the  evils  which  may  refult  from  the.prevalency  of 
a  democratic  party,  or  the  dangerous  influence  of  demagogues. 
Mr.  Samuel  Adams  has  been  thought,  or  known  to  have  con- 
cerned himfelf  fo  unduly  in   the  bufinefs,  as  to   have  provoked 

*  See  Do&or  Ramfay's  Hiftory,  Vol.  I,  p.  153-  -161. 

fome 


J.D.i776.~]    AMERICAN    REVOLUTION.     15* 

fome  to  drop  diftant  hints  of  an  aflaflination.  While  the  con- 
flitution  was  forming,  a  motion  was  made  to  add  a  fecond  af- 
fembly  to  the  legiflative  body  under  the  name  of  a  fenate  or  coun- 
cil. It  was  argued  by  feveral  members,  fome  for  the  affirmative, 
and  fome  for  the  negative.  Before  the  queftion  was  put,  the 
opinion  of  the  prefident,  Dr.  Franklin,  was  requeited.  He  rofe, 
and  faid,  that  "  Two  aflemblies  appeared  to  him,  like  a  prac- 
tice he  had  fomewhere  feen,  of  certain  waggoners  who,  when 
about  defcending  a  fteep  hill,  with  a  heavy  load,  if  they  had  four 
cattle,  took  off  one  pair  from  before,  and  chaining  them  to  the 
hinder  part  of  the  waggon,  drove  them  up  hill;  while  the  pair 
before,  and  the  weight  of  the  load,  overbalancing  the  ftrength. 
of  thofe  behind,  drew  them  flowly  and  moderately  down  the 
hill."  The  fimile  drew  the  generality  of  the  convention  into  an 
opinion,  that  the  doclor  was  for  a  fingle  aflembly,  and  it  wrought 
accordingly.  Some  imagine  however,  that  the  anfwer  was  de- 
fignedly  that  of  a  Delphic  oracle,  to  be  taken  either  way,  as  in- 
clination might  dictate  the  interpretation.  "  The  real  force  of 
the  fimile  was  certainly  mifunderftood ;  if  their  is  any  fimilitude 
or  any  argument  in  it,  it  is  clearly  in  favor  of  two  aflemblies. 
The  weight  of  the  load  itfelf  would  roll  the  waggon  on  the  oxen, 
and  the  cattle  on  one  another,  in  one  fcene  of  deftruclion,  if  the 
forces  were  not  divided  and  a  balance  formed ;  whereas  by  check- 
ing one  power  by  another  (as  was  the  wifh  of  thofe  who  were 
for  a  fecond  aflembly)  all  defcend  the  hill  in  fafety,  and  avoid 
the  danger  *. 

We  cannot  quit  Philadelphia  without  making  mention  of  the 
acls  of  Congrefs.  It  has  been  refolved  to  confifcate  the  proper- 
ty of  the  fubjefts  of  Great-Britain,  taken  on  the  high  feas,  or 
between  high  and  low  water  mark  ;  but  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Bermudas,  and  Providence  or  Bahama  iflands  are  excepted. — • 
General  Washington  has  been  empowered  to  agree  to  the  ex- 
change of  governor  Skeen  for  Mr.  Lovell,  who  was  made  clofe 
prifoner  at  Bolton  by  order  of  general  Howe  ;  and  to  whofe  in- 
flexible fidelity  to  his  country  congrefs  bore  teftimony  the  be- 
ginning of  January.  Mr.  Lovell  contrived  to  fend  out  intelli- 
gence to  the  Americans,  while  invefling  Bofton  ;  and  the  rea- 
fonable  fufpicion  of  it,  without  pofitive  proof,  might  occaflon. 
his  confinement.  Commodore  Hopkins  has  been  cenfured  ior 
not  paying  a  regard  to  the  tenor  of  his  inftruclions,  which  direct- 
ed him  to  annoy  the  enemy's  (hips  upon  the  coalts  of  the  fcuth.- 
ern  dates  :  and  his  reafons  for  not  going  from  Providence  im- 
mediately to  the  Carolinas  have  been  declared  by  no  means  fa- 
tisfaftory.     To  prevail  on  the  foreign    officers,  if  pofiible,  to 

*  Mr.  Actanu'g  defence  of  the  American  Con"itutions,  p.  106  — -108. 
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quit  the  royal  army,  congrefs  have  propofed,  upon  their  choof- 
ing  to  become  citizens  of  the  ftates,  to  give  to  them  and  their 
heirs  in  abfolute  dominion,  unappropriated  lands  in  the  follow- 
ing proportions  :  to  a  colonel,  1000  acres ;  to  a  lieut.  colonel, 
800  ;  to  a  major,  600  ;  to  a  captain,  400  ;  to  a  lieutenant,  300  ; 
to  an  enfign  200  ;  and  to  every  non-commiffioned  perfon,  100. 
They  complied  with  gen.  Howe's  propofal  of  exchanging  gen. 
Sullivan  for  gen.  Prefcot,  and  lord  Stirling  for  gen.  M'Donald, 
on  the  4th  of  September. 

[Sept.  16.]  They  refolvcd  upon  raifing  eighty-eight  battali- 
ons to  ferve  during  the  war,  and  agreed  upon  bounties  to  all  who 
inlift  during  that  term,  unlefs  fooner  difchargecL  The  inliflment  is 
further  encouraged  by  a  propofal  for  granting  lands  ;  each  non- 
commiffioned  officer  and  foldier  is  to  have  100  acres  ;  a  colonel 
500 ;  and  the  other  officers  in  proportion.  The  congreffional 
offer  of  lands,  whether  to  foreigners  or  natives,  is  no  prefent  ac- 
tual expence,  as  the  event  of  the  war  muft  determine  whofe  they 
will  be  :  but  the  propofal  may  counteract  the  effecl:  of  a  fimilar 
meafure,  adopted  by  the  Britifh  government,  which  has  engaged 
to  grant  large  tra&s  of  vacant  lands  at  the  clofe  of  the  troubles, 
to  the  highland  emigrants  and  other  new  troops  raifed  in  Ameri- 
ca, as  a  reward  for  their  expected  zeal  and  loyalty  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  country.  It  may  alfo  deft roy  the  influence  of  intima- 
tions thrown  out  to  the  mercenaries,  of  their  being  to  be  re- 
warded in  like  manner.  The  appointment  of  all  officers  in  the 
battalions,  and  filling  up  vacancies,  (except  general  officers)  is 
left  to  the  governments  of  the  feveral  flates  ;  every  ftate  has  its 
refpefclive  quota  affigned,  which  it  is  to  furnifh  with  arms,  cloth- 
ing, and  every  neceffary.  The  quotas  will  never  be  anfwerable 
in  the  numbers  of  men  to  the  number  of  the  battalions,  fo  that 
the  aftual  ftrength  of  the  continental  forces  will  be  far  fhort  of 
the  appearance. 

[Sept.  26.]  It  being  refolved  to  appoint  three  commiffioners- 
to  the  court  of  France,  congrefs  ballotted  and  elecied  MerTrs. 
Franklin,  Deane,  and  Jefferfon.  Dr.  Franklin,  notwithftanding 
his  great  age,  was  unanimoufly  elecied.  Dr.  Rufh  fat  next  him 
when  the  choice  was  announced,  and  was  the  fir  ft  in  congratu- 
lating him  ;  the  replv  was,  "  I  am  old  and  good  for  nothing,, 
but  as  the  fhopkeepers  fay  of  their  fragments  of  cloth,  you  may 
have  me  for  what  you  pltafe."  Mr.  Deane  was  fo  little  in  the 
good  graces  of  his  own  ftate,  that  it  was  the  only  one  out  of  the 
thirteen  that  declined  voting  for  him.  He  had  been  before  ap- 
pointed by  the  fecret  committee,  commercial  agent  with  Mr. 
Thomas  Morris,  and  moreover  political  agent ;  and  had  arrived 
hi  France  fo  long  back  as  in  June.  This  appointment  was  a  natu- 
ral 
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ral  introduction  to  his  being  elefted  one  of  the  commiffioners. 
Mr.  Jefferfon  having  declined,  through  a  prefcnt  incapacity  for 
going,  Mr.  Arihur  Lee  has  been  chofen  in  his  room. 

Congrefs  may  have  been  encouraged  to  this  meafure,  by  a 
letter  of  laft  June  to  Dr.  Franklin,  wherein  his  correfpondcnt 
writes,  "  I  have  been  at  Verfailles  to  fee  the  minifters,  and  every 
thing  which  approaches  them.  I  have  obtained  among  things, 
under  the  name  of  Mr.  de  la  Thuillerie,  the  undertaker  of  a 
manufa&ory  of  arms,  that  there  (hall  be  delivered  to  him  imme- 
diately, from  the  king's  arfenals,  fifteen  thoufand  mufkets  for 
the  ufe  of  infantry,  to  be  employed  in  his  commerce,  on  con- 
dition that  he  replaces  them  in  the  run  of  a  year.  I  hope  your 
brave  foldiers  will  be  pleafed  with  them  ;  but  you  muft  caution 
not  to  truft  to  the  ordinary  mufkets  of  commerce,  which  are 
called  mufkets  for  exportation,  that  are  almoft  as  dangerous  to 
friends  as  to  enemies."  But  without  fuch  or  any  other  direct 
encouragement,  they  muft  have  adopted  the  meafure  through  the 
urgency  of  their  affairs.  The  commiffioners  are  to  arm  and  fit 
for  war  any  number  of  veffels  not  exceeding  fix,  at  the  expence 
of  the  United  States,  to  war  upon  Britifh  property,  provided  it 
will  not  be  difagreeable  to  the  court  of  France.  There  has  been 
approved  in  congrefs  a  plan  of  a  treaty  with  his  moft  chriftian 
majefty,  which  has  been  delivered  to  the  commiflioners  with  in- 
ftruclions  to  the  following  purport  : 

"  You  are  to  ufe  every  mean  in  your  power  for  concluding  a 
treaty  conformable  to  the  plan  you  have  received.  If  you  fhall 
find  that  to  be  impracticable,  you  are  hereby  authorized  to  relax 
the  demands  of  the  United  States,  and  to  enlarge  the  offers  agreeable 
to  the  fubfequent  directions.  The  eighth  article  will  probably  be 
attended  with  fome  difficulty.  If  you  find  his  mod  chriftian 
majefty  determined  not  to  agree  to  it,  you  are  empowered  to  add 
to  it  as  follows  :  "  That  the  United  States  will  never  be  fubject, 
or  acknowledge  allegiance,  or  obedience  to  the  king,  or  crown, 
or  parliament  of  Great-Britain,  nor  grant  to  that  nation  any  ex- 
clufive  trade,  or  any  advantages,  or  privileges  in  trade,  more 
than  to  his  moft  chriftian  majefty,  neither  (hall  anv  treaty  for 
terminating  the  prefent  war  between  the  king  of  Great-Britain 
and  the  United  States,  or  any  war  which  may  be  declared  by  the 
king  of  Great-Britain  againft  his  moft  chriftian  majefty,  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  treaty,  take  effeft  until  the  expiration  of  fix  ca- 
lendar months  after  the  negociation  for  that  purpofe  fhall  have 
been  duly  notified,  in  the  former  inftance  by  the  United  States  to 
his  moft  chriftian  majefty,  and  in  the  other  inftance  by  his  moft 
chriftian  majefty  to  the  United  States,  to  the  end  that  both  thefe 
parties  may  be  included  in  the  peace  if  they  think  proper."     If 
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his  majelly  mould  be  unwilling  to  agree  to  the  16th  ana*  26th  ar- 
ticles, you  are  dircfted  to  confent,  that  the  goods  and  effects  of 
the  enemy  on  board  the  fhips  and  veffels  of  either  party,  mail  be 
liable  to  feizure  and  confiscation.  You  will  folicit  the  court  of 
France  for  an  immediate  fupply  of  twenty  or  thirty  thoufand 
mufkets  and  bayonets,  and  a  large  fupply  of  ammunition  and 
brafs  field  pieces  to  be  fent  under  convoy  by  France.  The  Uni- 
ted States  engage  for  the  payment  of  the  arms,  artillery,  and  am- 
munition, and  to  indemnify  France  for  the  expence  of  the  con- 
voy. It  is  highly  probable  that  France  means  not  to  let  the  Uni- 
ted States  fink  in  the  prefent  conteft ;  but  as  the  difficulty  of  ob- 
taining true  accounts  of  our  condition,  may  caufe  an  opinion  to 
be  entertained,  that  we  are  able  to  fupport  the  war  on  our  own 
ftrength  and  refources  longer  in  fact  than  we  can  do,  it  will  be 
proper  for  you  to  prefs  for  the  immediate  and  explicit  declara- 
tion of  France  in  our  favor,  upon  a  fuggejlion  that  a  re -union 
with  Great-Britain  may  be  the  confequence  of  a  delay.  Should 
Spain  be  difinclined  to  our  caufe,  from  an  apprehenfion  of  dan- 
ger to  her  dominions  in  South-America,  you  are  empowered  to 
give  the  ftrongeft  affurances,  that  that  crown  will  receive  no 
moleftation  from  the  United  States  in  the  pofleffion  of  thefe  ter- 
ritories." 

"  You  will  tranfmit  to  us,  the  mod  fpeedy  and  full  intelli- 
gence of  your  progrefs  in  the  bufinefs,  and  of  any  other  tranf- 
acfions  that  it  may  import  us  to  know.  You  are  defired  to  get 
the  beft  and  earlieft  information  that  you  poffibly  can,  of  any 
negociation  that  the  court  of  London  may  be  carrying  on  for 
obtaining  foreign  mercenaries  to  be  fent  againft  thefe  ftates  the 
next  campaign  ;  and  if  any  fueh  defign  is  in  agitation,  you  will 
endeavour  to  prevail  with  the  court  of  France  to  exert  its  influ- 
ence, in  the  mod  effectual  manner,  to  prevent  the  execution  of 
fuch  defigns.  You  are  defired  to  obtain,  as  early  as  poffible,  a 
public  acknowledgment  of  the  independency  of  thefe  Hates  on 
the  crown  and  parliament  of  Great-Britain  by  the  court  of 
France." 

"  In  conducting  this  important  bufinefs,  the  congrefs  have  the 
greatell  confidence  in  your  addrefs,  abilities,  vigilance,  and  at- 
tachment to  the  interefts  of  the  United  States,  and  wifh  you  eve- 
ry fuccefs." 

Though  it  has  not  been  already  mentioned,  yet  as  far  back  as 
July,  the  congrefs  refufed  to  ratify  the  cartel  fettled  between 
gen.  Arnold  and  capt.  Forfler,  at  the  Cedars.  They  declared 
gen.  Arnold's  agreement  to  be  no  more  than  a  fponfion,  fubject 
to  be  ratified  or  annulled,  at  their  difcretion,  he  not  being  inveft- 
ed  with  powers  for  thedifpofal  of  prifoners  not  in  his  poffeffion, 

nor 
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nor  under  his  dire&ion :  and  refufed  to  deliver  the  prifoners  to 
be  returned  on  their  part,  till  the  Britifh  commander  in  Canada 
delivered  into' their  hands  the  authors  and  abettors  of  the  murders 
committed  on  the  American  prifoners,  and  made  indemnificati- 
on for  the  plunder  at  the  Cedars,  taken  contrary  to  the  faith  of 
the  capitulation.  Thus  the  hoftages  have  been  left  in  Canada 
unredeemed.  Capt.  Sullivan  has  written  to  his  brother  the  ge- 
neral, from  Montreal,  Auguft  the  14th,  and  expreffed  his  fur- 
prife  at  hearing  that  congrefs,  inftead  of  redeeming  him  and  the 
other  hoftages  according  to  the  cartel,  had  demanded  capt.  Forfter 
to  be  delivered  up  ;  and  declared  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  that 
not  a  man  living  could  have  ufedmore  humanity  than  capt.  Forfter 
did,  after  the  furrender  of  the  party  to  which  he  belonged.  Such 
gentlemen  of  the  army  as  fpeak  of  it  at  head  quarters,  feem  to 
wifh  the  treaty  had  been  ratified,  rather  than  difallovved  ;  and 
the  commander  in  chief  appears  to  be  like  minded. 

[Oft.  l.J  General  Mifflin  was  requefted  to  refume  the  office 
of  quarter-mafter  general,  and  it  was  refolved,  that  his  rank  and 
pay  as  a  brigadier  mould  be  continued.  Congrefs  determined 
upon  borrowing  five  millions  of  continental  dollars  for  the  ufe 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  faith  of  the  ilates  is  pledged  for 
the  pavment  of  principal  and  intereft.  To  encourage  gentlemen 
of  abilities  to  engage  as  commiffion-ofHcers  in  the  battalions  to 
be  raifed,  the  pay  from  the  colonel  to  the  enfign  is  to  be  increaf- 
ed.  It  has  alfo  been  recommended  to  the  refpeftive  ftates,  to 
ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours,  that  all  the  officers  to  be  appointed, 
be  men  of  honor  and  known  abilities,  without  a  particular  regard 
to  their  having  before  been  in  the  fervice. 

[Oft.  17.]  Mr.  Duche  having  by  letter  informed  the  prefi- 
dent  that  the  ftate  of  his  health,  (probably  influenced  by  the  bad 
afpeft  of  the  American  caufe)  and  his  parochial  duties  were  fuch, 
as  obliged  him  to  decline  the  honor  of  continuing  chaplain  to 
congrefs,  they  refolved  that  the  prefident  return  the  thanks  of 
the  houfe,  for  the  devout  and  acceptable  manner  in  which  he 
difcharged  his  duty,  during  the  time  he  officiated  ;  and  that  1^0 
dollars  be  prefented  to  him,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his  fervices. 
In  about  a  fortnight  he  expreffed  his  obligations  to  congrefs  in  a 
polite  letter,  and  requefted,  as  he  accepted  their  appointment 
from  motives  perfeftly  difinterefted,  that  the  money  voted  him, 
might  be  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  children  of  fuch 
of  the  Pennsylvania  officers  as  have  fallen  in  the  fervice  of  their 
country.  Several  French  officers  have  been  commifTioned  :  the 
chevalier  Matthias  Alexis  Roche  de  Fermoy,  upon  applying  to 
be  employed,  was  appointed  a  brigadier  general.  Dr.  Franklin 
failed  for  France  on  the  twenty-feventh. 

[Nov. 
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[Nov.  18.]  Congrcfs  agreed  upon  the  fcheme  of  a  lottery, 
by  which  they  mean  to  raife  a  lum  of  money  for  defraying  the 
expences  of  the  next  campaign.  The  recruiting  fervice  proving 
very  unfuccefsful,  they  refolved,  [Nov.  21. J  that  each  ftate  be 
at  liberty  to  direct  their  recruiting  officers  to  inlift  their  men 
either  lor  the  war,  or  three  years.  The  reduced  ftate  of  the 
army,  together  with  the  fuccefi'es  and  fupcriority  of  the  enemy, 
put  congrefs  upon  ordering  the  prelident  to  write  to  the  four 
New-England  governments,  and  requell  them  to  ufe  their  ut- 
moft  influence  in  raifing  their  refpective  quotas,  and  to  haften 
their  marches  with  all  poflihle  diligence  to  the  places  of  rendez- 
vous. The  MafTachufetts  affembly  have  ordered  a  fourth  of  the 
militia  to  be  raifed  for  the  reinforcement  of  the  army  to  the 
fouthward,  and  propofed  paying  a  bounty  of  15I.  fterling  a  man, 
to  thofe  of  their  ftate  who  will  inlift  for  three  years  or  during  the 
war.  This  propofal  however  congrefs  could  not  aflent  to,  as  it 
tended  to  excite  an  expectation  of  the  fame  bounty  in  the  reft  of 
the  troops. 

[Dec.  10.]  The  probability  of  the  enemy's  advancing  to 
Philadelphia,  induced  congrefs  to  direct,  gen.  Putnam,  who  was 
ftationed  in  the  city,  immediately  to  parade  the  feveral  recruits 
and  other  continental  troops  in  it,  and  to  proceed  without  delay 
•to  make  the  proper  defences  for  its  fecurity.  The  next  day,  they 
recommended  to  all  the  United  States  as  foon  as  poflible  to  ap- 
point a  day  of  falling  and  humiliation.  It  is  left  to  each  ftate  to 
ifTue  out  proclamations,  fixing  the  day  that  appears  moft  proper 
within  its  own  bounds.  On  the  12th,  generals  Putnam  and 
Mifflin  being  called  to  a  conference,  and  having  by  ftrong  argu- 
ments urged  the  neceflity  of  the  congrefs 's  retiring,  it  was  there- 
upon refolved  to  adjourn  to  Baltimore  in  Maryland,  to  meet  on 
the  2oth«inft.  inafmuch  as  the  movements  of  the  enemy  had 
rendered  the  neighbourhood  of  Philadelphia  the  feat  of  war. — 
Till  congrefs  fhould  otherwifc  order,  gen.  Wafhington  was  to 
poflefs  full  power  todireft  all  things  relative  to  the  department, 
and  the  operations  of  war. 

It  remains,  that  we  take  a  furvey  of  what  has  been  doing  to 
the  northward,  and  under  gen.  Gates. 

Toward  the  latter  end  of  July,  one  lieutenant  Whitcomb, 
a  green  mountain  boy,  who  was  out  with  a  fcouting  party,  was 
guilty  of  a  moft  bafe,  and  villainous  action,  from  no  other  prin- 
ciple than  a  defire  of  plunder.  He  wanted  a  fword  and  a  watch ; 
and  in  order  to  fupply  himfelf,  fhot  general  Gordon  as  he  was 
riding  unarmed  from  St.  John's  toward  Chamblee.  The  general 
died  a  few  da)  s  after.  This,  as  was  natural,  raifed  the  refent- 
2iiuu  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton's  army.     It  is  a  pity,  that  he  could  not 

have 
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have  been  delivered  up  inftantly  to  Sir  Guy  :  but  through  the 
weaknefs  of  government  and  military  difcipline,  he  will  efcape 
deferved  punifhment.  Colonel  Beedle  and  major  Butterfield, 
inftead  of  being  fhot  for  their  cowardly  conduft  in  the  bufinefs 
of  the  Cedars,  are  only  cafhiered,  and  rendered  incapable  of 
bearing  any  commiffion  in  the  army  of  the  United  States.  The 
new  articles  of  war  agreed  upon  in  September,  will  fubjecl  men 
to  deferved  punifhment  for  the  future. 

When  gen.  Arnold  had  reached  Crown  Point  with  the  army, 
and  the  goods  he  had  brought  from  Montreal,  (which  he  was 
careful  to  keep  with,  all  he  could)  perfons  foon  followed  with 
invoices,  and  claimed  pay  for  them.  Silks  and  other  valuable 
articles  were  miffing.  Gen.  Arnold  upon  this  brought  col.  Ha- 
zens  before  a  court  martial.  He  was  tried  on  a  charge,  that 
the  packages  had  been  pillaged,  and  the  goods  loft,  through  his 
refufing  to  take  care  of  them.  The  colonel  was  honorably  ac- 
quitted ;  but  fuch  was  the  behaviour  of  the  general  before  the 
court,  in  challenging  every  man  of  them,  and  abufing  them  all, 
that  they  demanded  of  general  Gates  his  being  put  under  arreft  ; 
the  moment  the  demand  was  made,  gen.  Gates  thought  himfelf 
obliged  to  aft  dictatorially  and  to  diffolve  the  court ;  that  fo  the 
United  States  might  not  be  deprived  of  the  fervices  of  one, 
whom  he  viewed  as  an  excellent  officer,  at  an  important  period, 
when  they  were  much  wanted.  The  court  however  did  not  dif- 
folve, till  they  had  finifhed  their  other  bufinefs,  and  givenjudg- 
ment  ;  and  had  prepared  the  account  of  the  trial,  and  put  it  in 
the  way  to  be  forwarded  to  gen.  Wafhington  or  the  congrefs. — 
Gates  had  fixed  upon  Arnold  to  command  the  American  fleet, 
to  be  oppofed  to  the  Britifh,  on  Lake  Champlain,  and  therefore 
would  pay  no  attentioH  to  any  charges  brought  againft  him.  Col. 
Brown  complained  of  him,  for  accufing  him  of  plundering  the 
officers  baggage  taken  at  Sorel,  contrary  to  the  articles  of  capitu- 
lation, and  praying  thai  he  might  be  put  under  arreft  and  brought 
to  trial ;  but  it  was  to  no  purpofc.  The  command  for  which 
Arnold  was  deftined,  fuperfeded  all  other  confiderations  for  the 
prefent. 

The  utmoft  efforts  were  made  on  the  fide  of  Canada  by  the 
Britifh,  for  obtaining  a  fuperiority  on  the  lake,  and  for  the  re- 
duction of  Tyconderoga  and  Mount  Independence.  A  fleet  of 
above  thirty  fighting  velfels,  of  different  kinds  and  fizes,  had  been 
little  lefs  than  created ;  though  a  few  of  the  largeft  were  re-con- 
ftruclions,  having  been  firft  framed  in  Great- Britain,  then  taken 
to  pieces  and  fent  over.  Add  to  this,  that  a  gondola  weighing  thirty 
tons,  with  above  four  hundred  batteaus,  had  been  dragged  up 
the  rapids  near  Chamblee.   The  objects  in  view  were  aniwerable 

to 
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to  all  thefe  exertions.  If  the  royal  army  under  Sir  Guv  Carle- 
ton  could  have  forced  their  way  down  to,  and  pofTeffed  thera- 
felves  of  Albany  before  the  feverity  of  the  winter  fet  in,  the 
northern  Hates  would  have  been  expofed,  in  their  moft  defence- 
lefs  parts,  and  have  had  the  communication  with  the  fouthern 
cut  off,  while  one  between  generals  Carleton  and  Howe  would 
have  been  eitabhihed  ;  and  thus  Carleton's  army  would  have  had 
a  principal  fhare  in  the  honor  of  bringing  the  war  to  a  fpeedy 
conlufion 

The  Americans  had  not  equal  advantages  with  the  Britifh  for 
the  conitruction  of  vellels.     They  laboured  under  immenfe  diffi- 
culties: and   had  to    bring  fhip-builders,  artillery,  and  moft  of 
the  materials  lor  a  naval  equipment  from  a  great  diftance.     But 
by  an  alliduity,  perfeverance  and  fpirit,  which  did  not  fall  fhort 
of  what  was  employed  againfl  them,  they  had  bv  the  18th  of  Au- 
guft  at  Crown-Point,  1  Hoop,  3  fchooners,  and  5  gondolas,  car- 
rying ,5,5  guns,  twelve,  nine,  fix  and  four  pounders,  befide  70 
fwivels,  and  395  men;  and  completely  fitted  for  aftion.     With 
fome  or  all  of  thefe  gen.  Arnold  failed  down  the  lake  to  recon- 
noitre and  gain  intelligence.     He  wrote  to  gen.  Gates,  "  This 
morning  [Sep.  16.J  at  one  o'clock,  Antoine  Geroufe  (his  real 
name  was  Girard)  a  Frenchman,  whom  I  fent  to  St.  John's, 
returned,  and  gives  the  following  account,  viz.  that  at  Iile  aux 
Noix  there  are  three  thoufand  troops  encamped,  and  forty  pieces 
of  cannon  mounted  on  their  lines — at  St.  John's  three  thoufand 
men,  one  hundred  and  fifty  batteaus,  and  he  was  told  that  two 
hundred  were  at  Chamblee — that  two  fchooners  are  completed 
and  manned,  one  mounting  twelve  and  the  other  fourteen  brafs 
twelve  pounders — fmall  velfels  on  the  flocks  to  carry  three  guns 
each — one  gondola  taken  from  us,  and  three  new  ones  built, 
thefe  to  mount  three  guns  each — a  number  of  flat-bottomed  boats 
to  carry  one  gun  each,  and  a  floating  battery  with  two  mails  near- 
ly done,  to  carry  twenty  four  eighteen  pounders  and  two  mor- 
tars    He  imagines  the  whole  will  be  completed  in  a  fortnight. — 
I  think  him  placed  as  a  fpy  on  us ;  have  fent  him  to  you  to   be 
difpofed  of  as  you  think  proper.     From  the  accounts  of  the  two 
men,  who  have  viewed  Ifle    aux   Noix,    the  account  of  this 
Frenchman  mull  be  falfe,  and  a  ftory  formed  for  him  by  the  En- 
ghfh  officers."     The  poor  Frenchman   was  put    in  irons,  and 
lent  to  Albany.     The  two  men  never  went  to  the  ifle,  but  made 
up  a  ftory  to  fcreen  their  own  bafenefs:  a  clofe  and  feparate  ex- 
amination of  them  might  have  detetied  the   impofition.     When 
by  their  unremitting  induftry  the   Britifh  entered  the  lake  about 
the  time  the  Frenchman   conjectured,  the  fleet  confifted  of  the 
ihip  Inflexible,  which  had  been  re-conftru&ed  at  St.  John's, 

from 
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from  whence  fhe  failed,  in  twenty-eight  days  after  laying  her  keel, 
and  mounted  with  18  twelve  pounders; — the  Maria  fchooner 
mounting  14  fix  pounders  ; — the  Carleton  12  ditto ; — the  Thun- 
derer, a  flat-bottomed  radeau,  carrying  6  twenty  four  pounders, 
and  6  twelve,  befide  two  howitzers;  fome  gondolas,  one  having 
7  nine  pounders ; — twenty  gun  boats,  carrying  each  a  brafs  field 
piece,  from  9  to  24  pounders,  and  fome  with  howitzers; — and. 
four  long  boats  with  each  a  carriage  gun,  ferving  as  armed  ten- 
ders. Thefe  were  all  defigned  for,  or  appertained  to  battle,  and 
Were  attended  with ;  a  vafl  number  of  veffels,  batteaus  and  boats, 
deftined  for  the  tranfportation  of  the  army,  with  its  {lores,  artil- 
lery, baggage  and  provifions.  The  armament  was  conducted 
by  capt.P/ ingle,  and  the  fleet  navigated  by  about  700  prime feamen, 
of  whom  200  were  volunteers  from  the  tranfports,  who  boldly 
and  freely  partook  with  the  others  in  the  danger  of  the  expediti- 
on. The  guns  were  worked  by  detachments  from  the  corps  of 
artillery.  The  equipment  was  well  appointed  and  amply  furnifh- 
ed  with  every  thing  neceffary. 

The  Americans  went  on  with  the  greateft  poffible  difpatch7 
and,  before  any  aftion  could  commence,  had  reinforced  gen. 
Arnold  with  a  cutter,  3  gallies  and  3  gondolas,  carrying  from  4 
to  18  pounders.  The  American  force  was  in  no  degree  equal 
to  the  Britifh,  either  as  to  the  goodnefs  of  the  veffels,  the  num- 
ber of  guns,  the  weight  of  metal,  or  other  furniture  of  war. — 
Gen.  Arnold  had  only  two  fchooners  with  him,  and  fo  but  15 
veffels,  when  Sir  Guy  Carleton  proceeded  up  the  lake,  and  found 
him  forming  a  ftrong  line,  to  defend  the  paffage  between  Vali- 
cour-lfland  and  the  weftern  main.  A  warm  aftion  enfued,  [Oft. 
11.]  and  was  vigoroufly  fupported  on  both  fides  for  fome  hours; 
but  the  wind  being  unfavourable,  the  Inflexible,  with  fome  other 
veffels  of  force,  could  not  be  worked  up,  fo  that  the  weight  of 
the  aftion  fell  upon  the  fchooner  Carleton  and  the  gun  boats, 
which  (fay  the  Britifh)  they  fuftained  with  the  greateft  firmnefs 
men  and  officers  difplaying  fuch  extraordinary  efforts  of  refolu- 
tion  as  merited  and  received  the  higheft  applaufe  from  their  com- 
manders. The  Americans  therefore  could  not  have  been  defici- 
ent in  their  exertions,  but  muft  be  entitled  to  a  proportionable 
fhare  of  praife  for  having  made  fuch  a  formidable  refiftance. — • 
Gen.  Waterburv  fought  molt  intrepidly,  walking  upon  the  quar- 
ter deck  the  whole  time;  all  his  officers  were  killed  or  wounded, 
excepting  a  lieutenant,  and  the  captain  of  the  marines. 

The  continuance  of  the  impediments,  which  prevented  the 
Carleton  and  gun  boats  being  feconded  by  the  Inflexible  and  other 
veffels,  induced  capt.  Pringle,  with  the  approbation  of  Sir  Guy, 
to  withdraw  thofe  that  were  engaged  from  the  aftion.     Two  of 

their 
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their  gondolas  were  funk,  and  one  blown  up  with  60  men.  The 
Americans  had  a  fchooner  burnt,  and  a  gondola  funk.  Being 
now  fenfible  of  their  inferiority,  they  took  the  opportunity  of  the 
night  for  attempting  an  efcapc.  Gen.  Arnold  executed  his  de- 
fign  with  ability,  and  they  were  out  of  fight  by  next  morning. 
But  the  chace  was  continued,  and  one  gondola  taken  on  the  12th. 
The  reft  were  overtaken,  and  brought  to  action,  a  few  leagues 
fhort  of  Crown-Point,  about  noon  on  the  13th.  A  warm  en- 
gagement followed.  The  Wafhington  galley,  commanded  by 
gen.  Waterbury,  had  been  fo  mattered,  and  had  fo  many  killed 
and  wounded  in  the  firft  action,  that  (he  ft  ruck  after  receiving  a 
few  broad-fides.  The  Congrefs  galley  was  attacked  by  the  In- 
flexible and  the  two  fchooners,  two  under  her  ftern,  and  one  on 
her  broad-fide,  within  mufket  (hot.  The  Britifh  kept  up  an  in- 
ceffant  fire  on  the  Americans  for  four  hours,  with  round  and 
grape  fhot,  which  was  returned  as  brifklv.  Gen.  Arnold  was 
determined,  that  his  people  fhould  not  become  prifoners,  nor 
the  veffels  a  prey  to  the  enemy.  He  covered  the  retreat  of  the 
few  which  efcaped,  at  the  expence  of  one  third  of  his  crew  ;  and 
then  with  equal  refolution  and  dexterity,  ran  the  Congrefs  galley 
in  which  he  was,  with  four  gondolas,  on  more  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, as  to  land  his  men  fafely  and  blow  up  the  veffels,  in  fpite  of 
every  effort  to  prevent  both.  Officers  and  men  behaved  with 
the  utmoft  gallantry.  Some  veffels,  when  they  had  loft  all  their 
officers,  continued  fighting,  for  the  crews  refufed  to  yield  but 
with  their  lives.  The  Americans  glory  in  gen.  Arnold's  bravery 
though  unfuccefsful,  and  much  in  the  dangerous  attention  he  paid 
to  a  nice  piece  of  honor,  in  keeping  his  flag  flying,  and  not  quit- 
ting his  galley,  till  fhe  was  in  flames,  left  the  enemy  fhould  have 
boarded  her  and  ftruck  it.  The  American  fleet  confilts  now  of 
only  2  gallics,  2  fchooners,  1  floop,  and  1  gondola,  for  the  8th 
is  miffing. 

But  though  gen.  Arnold's  bravery  is  highly  applauded,  he  is 
thought  by  many  to  have  been  guilty  of  a  great  overfight,  in  not 
having  ftationed  his  fleet  juft  above  Split  Rock*,  about  3,5  mile* 
from  Ty,  fo  as  to  have  brought  the  guns  of  every  one  of  his  vef- 
fels to  have  borne  upon  the  Britilh,  as  they  fhould  have  palled 
through  fingly,  which  they  mufl  have  done,  from  the  narrownefs 
of  the  channel  at  that  place. 

On  Monday  morning  [Oft.  14.]  the  wind  came  about,  and 
blew  frefh,  after  the  remainder  of  the  fleet  got  in,  and  fo  con- 
tinued for  eight  days,  and  prevented  the  enemy's  coming  up  the 

•  It  is  known  in  the  neigbourhood  vy  the  name  of  Split  Reck  only, 
though  generally  put  down  in  the  maps  Cloven  Rock. 

lake 
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lake  to  Ty.  Within  that  period,  the  Americans  made  carriages 
for  forty-feven  or  more  pieces  of  cannon,  and  mounted  them  ; 
finifhed  and  flrengthened  their  works ;  furrounded  their  redoubts 
with  abbatis  ;  received  a  confiderable  reinforcement,  and  acquir- 
ed a  preparednefs  for  defence  in  every  quarter.  Could  the  ene- 
my have  proceeded  immediately  on  the  Monday  to  TyconderOga, 
they  mull  have  fucceeded-  You  will  be  entertained  with  fome 
fprightly  letters  written  by  an  officer,  at  the  moment,  and  upon 
thetpot,  to  the  daughter  of  a  next  door  neighbour;  take  the 
copies  of  them,  and  judge  who  it  is  that  faves  the  Americans  from 
impending  ruin.  "  Tyconderoga  the  twentieth  of  Oftober,  fix 
o'clock — The  returns  of  the  lhattered  remains  of  our  fleet  foon 
let  us  know  the  worft. — A  fine  ftory  !  after  all  the  pompous  ac- 
counts of  your  naval  fuperiority. — Fine  as  it  is,  Jenny,  it  is  true. 
— However  we  did  all  that  men  could  do,  in  the  time  and  with 
the  advantages  we  had. — Can  our  country  expeft  more  ? — I  would 

not  have  you  think  wc  are  defeated  however. The  fleet  was 

ilrong,  but  our  ports  are  much  ftronger. — The  enemy  may  give 
us  another  defeat — but  it  will  coft  them  dear. — We  expeft  an 

attack  every  moment. 1  have  been  up  thefe  two  hours,  and 

through  the  guards  and  polls — to  fee  them  alert  and  vigilant.  We 
will  endeavour  not  to  be  furprifed. — The  attack  whenever  it 
comes  will  be  furious,  and  the  defence  obftinate,  cruelly  obfli- 
nate. — We  are  bufy  in  making  every  preparation  for  the  mofl  ef- 
fectual fecurity  of  our  polls — and  fhall  in  two  or  three  days  more, 
have  little  to  fear  from  an  affault."  "Ty — Oft.  21,  1776.  The 
fear  is  now  pall,  Jenny,  but  not  the  hurrv. — Heaven  has  been 
pleafed  to  give  us  a  foutherly  wind  for  almofl  the  whole  week  pall 
— this  has  allowed  us  time  for  a  very  confiderable  preparation.  We 
would  now  gladly  be  attacked — in  two  or  three  more  days.  The 
enemy  are  at  Crown-Point,  and  we  expeft  that  they  may  fancy 
this  ground  in  a  day  or  two  ;  they  mull  pay  a  great  price  for  it 
however,  as  we  value  it  highly."  "  Ty — Oft.  27.  If  we  are 
not  attacked  within  fix  days,  gen.  Carleton  deferves  to  be  hang- 
ed.— We  expect,  him  indued  every  morning. — We  have  been  fa- 
vored with  a  flrong  foutherly  wind,  almofl  conllantly  fince  the 
defeat  of  the  fleet — and  are  now  ready. — The  enemy  have  for- 
faken  us — I  am  not  forrv  indeed,  Jenny. — .We  mould  have  been 
much  at  a  lofs  had  they  inverted  us. — An  attack  we  were  prepar- 
ed for,  but  they  mull  have  been  madmen,  to  rifque  their  all  on 
the  event  of  a  day,  when  a  few  weeks  pcrfeverance  would  have 
given  them  all  they  could  wiih. — How  much  is  gained  by  chance, 
or  as  the  doftor  will  call  it,  Providence. — They  did  not  happen 
to  know  our  fituation,  but  fuppofed  wc  mull  be  internally,  wlut 
our  external  appearance  ''formidable  enough)  pronounced  us,  and 
Vol.  II.  X  what 
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what  they,  with  our  advantages,  would  have  been. — Providence 
indeed,  has  once  more  faved  us  !" 

General  Gates  was  about  12,000  ftrong,  when  the  enemy  was 
at  Crown-Point.  Mod  of  the  men  were  effective,  many  of  the 
troops  having  recovered.  For  fome  days  after  gen.  Arnold's  de- 
feat, Gates  had  only  two  ton  of  powder,  and  when  he  had  re- 
ceived a  fupply,  no  more  than  eight.  It  has  been  thought,  from 
information  gained  fince,  that  the  enemy  fent  one  of  their  engi- 
neers, difguifcd  like  a  countryman,  into  the  American  camp,  as 
a  fpy ;  and  that  after  two  or  three  hours  he  returned ;  and  by  his 
reports  might  occafion  their  going  off  the  next  day.  The  day 
they  went  off,  Mr.  Yancey,  the  commiffary  general,  had  no  flour 
in  ftofe  for  the  army.  Gen.  Gates  fent  him  out  of  the  way,  that 
as  he  had  no  flour  to  deliver  out,  the  men  might  be  kept  eafy, 
under  a  notion  of  there  being  enough  in  the  flore,  and  upon  the 
plea  that  they  mould  be  fupplied  on  his  fpeedy  return,  but  that  it 
would  not  do  to  break  open  the  doors.  The  commiffary  had  not 
even  a  barrel  under  his  care.  The  Yorkers,  chiefly  of  Dutch 
extraction,  inhabiting  the  neighbourhood  of  Lake  George,  declin- 
ed croffmg  it  with  the  fupplies  defigned  for  the  army,  through 
fear  of  the  Indians.  This  fear  however  was  needlefs ;  for  gen. 
Cai  leton,  while  he  allowed  them  to  take  prifoners,  laid  them  un- 
der ftrift  reftraints  not  to  kill  and  fcalp.  When  he  found  he  could 
not  keep  them  from  fcalping,  he  afted  with  dignity,  and  difmif- 
fed  every  one  of  them,  faying,  he  would  rather  forego  all  the  ad- 
vantage of  their  affiftance,  than  make  war  in  fo  cruel  a  manner. 
This  conduct  reflects  great  honor  upon  his  character,  as  the  gen- 
tleman and  the  foldier.  The  day  Sir  Guy  withdrew  from  Crown- 
Point,  Gates,  upon  being  affured  of  the  fa6t,  inftantly  difmiffed 
the  militia,  with  thanks  for  their  fervice,  which  he  wifhed  not  to 
prolong — for  he  had  no  provifion  for  them.  For  near  a  week  af- 
ter, the  army  had  but  a  daily  fupply  of  between  20  and  30  bar- 
rels by  land  from  Bennington. 

General  Carleton,  before  he  commenced  his  operations  on  the 
lake,  had  prudently  (hipped  off  the  American  officers  (made  pri- 
foners in  Canada)  for  New-England,  fupplying  them  at  the  fame 
time  with  every  thing  requifite  to  render  their  voyage  comfortable. 
1  he  other  prifoners,  amounting  to  about  800,  were  returned  alfo 
by  a  flag,  after  being  obliged  to  take  an  oath  not  to  ferve  during 
the  war,  unlefs  exchanged  :  many  of  thefe,  being  almoft  naked, 
Sir  Guy  clothed,  out  of  compaffion.  By  his  tendernefs  and  hu- 
manity, he  has  gained  the  affections  of  thofe  Americans,  who 
had  fallen  into  his  hands ;  and  has  done  more  toward  fubduing 
the  reil  than  ever  could  haye  been  affefled  by  the  greateft  cruel- 

The 
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The  only  danger  to  be  guarded  againft  by  the  Americans  at 
Ty,  and  the  neighbouring  ports,  is,  gen.  Carleton's  attempting  to 
poflefs  himfelf  of  them,  when  Lake  Champlain  (hall  be  frozen 
over,  fo  as  to  be  capable  of  bearing  horfes,  which  probably  will  not 
be  till  the  middle  of  January.     The  troops  occupying  thefe  polls 
will  not  tarry  longer  than  to  the  end  of  the  year  :  before  that 
there  is  time  enough  to  procure  a  fufficient  force  from  the  Maf- 
fachufetts,  Connecticut  and  New-Hampfhire,  to  defend  them. 
And  if  the  weeks,  between  Sir  Guy's  returning  to  Canada  and 
the  froft's  fetting  in  fo  as  to  fufpend  all  operations,  are  duly  im- 
proved, fomething  confiderable  may  be  wrought  toward  fecuring 
the  entrance  into  the  northern  ftates.     During  the  fummer  fea- 
fon,  a  road  has  been  cut  through  the  woods,  for  fome  miles,  lead- 
ing to  Mount  Independence,  and  communicating  with  the  one 
leading  to  Hubbarton,  fo  that  the  intercourfe  between  that  poft 
and  the  northern  ftates  can  be  carried  on  by  land,  without  com- 
ing either  through   Lake  George,  or  by  water  from  Skeenfbo- 
rough.     That  the  road  is  horribly  bad  for  carriages  and  horfes 
in  many  places,  but  not  impaflable,  my  own   experience  con- 
vinces me.  Teams  have  travelled  them  with  heavy  loads,  though 
not  without  ropes  faftened  to  each  fide,  and  men  attending  to 
keep  them  from  falling  over,   through  the  unevennefs  of  the 
ground.     But  it  is  aftonifhing,  that  loads  of  tent-poles  fhould  be 
fent  fcores  of  miles  to  pafs  through  thefe  woods  to  the  American 
camp,  inftead  of  being  ordered  to  be  cut  in  the  neighbourhood, 
where  there  was  little  other  than  woodland.    By  fome  ftrange  fa- 
tality, or  folly,  the  Americans  condu£f.  their  bufinefs  in  a  mod 
expenfive  way,  whereas  they  ought  to  exercife  the  greatefl  ceco- 
nomy  practicable  without  injuring  the  common  caufe.     If  the 
fate  of  war  depends  upon  the  expenditure  of  money,  and  the  abi- 
lity of  the  parties  to  continue   the  expences,  the  United  States 
muft  be  a-ground   much  fooner  than  Great-Britain,  unlefs  the 
latter  pra&ifes  and  continues  an  equal  degree  of  extravagance 
and  profufion. 

Mr.  James  Lovell,  who  has  at  length  recovered  his  liberty  by 
an  exchange,  was  chofen,  ten  days  ago,  by  the  Maflachufetts 
general  court,  one  of  their  delegates  to  congrefs. 


LETTER 
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LETTER      VI. 

Roxbury,  April  16,  1777. 

LET  the  prefent  letter  begin  with  mentioning,  that  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  freemen  oi  the  (late  of  North-Carolina, 
elected  and  chofen  for  that  purpofe,  affembled  in  Congrefs  at 
Halifax,  and  after  a  third  reading,  ratified  their  form  of  govern- 
ment, with  a  declaration  of  rights  prefixed,  on  the  18th  of  lafl: 
December. 

When  gen.  Wafhington  retreated  with  a  handful  of  men  acrofs 
the  Delaware,  he  trembled  for  the  fate  of  America,  which  no- 
thing but  the  infatuation  of  the  enemy  could  have  fived*.  Though 
they  mifled  the  boats  with  which  they  expected  to  follow  him  im- 
mediately into  Pennfylvania,  yet  Trenton  and  the  neighbourhood 
could  have  fupplied  them  with  material?,  which  induftry  might 
have  foon  conlirucled  into  fufficient  conveniencies  for  the  tranf- 
portation  of  the  troops,  over  a  fmooth  river,  and  of  no  great  ex- 
tent in  fome  places.  But  they  were  put  into  cantonments  for  the 
prefent,  forming  an  extenfive  chain  from  Brunfwick  to  the  De- 
laware, and  down  the  banks  of  the  Delaware  for  feveral  miles, 
fo  as  to  compofe  a  front  at  the  end  of  the  line,  which  looked  over 
to  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Merfereau  was  employed  by  the  Ameri- 
can general  to  gain  intelligence,  and  provided  a  fimple  youth  t, 
whofe  apparent  defeftivenefs  in  abilities  prevented  all  fufpicion, 
but  whofe  fidelity  and  attention,  with  the  capacities  he  poffeffed, 
conlliiuted  him  an  excellent  fpy  :  he  palled  from  place  to  place, 
mixed  with  the  folciers,  and  having  performed  his  bufmefs,  re- 
turned with  an  account  where  they  were  cantoned,  and  in  what 
numbers.  Gen.  Fermoy  was  appointed  to  receive,  dtbd  commu- 
nicate the  information  to  the  commander  in  chief :  upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  it,  he  cried  out,  "  Nov-,  is  our  time  to  clip  their  wings 
while  they  are  fo  fpread."  But  before  an  attempt  could  be  made 
with  a  defirable  profpett.  of  fuccefs,  [Dec.  21. J  gen.  Wafhing- 
ton was  almoit  ready  to  difpair,  while  he  contemplated  the  pro- 
bable flate  of  his  own  troops  within  the  compafs  of  ten  days.  He 
could  not  count  upon  thofe  whole  time  expired  the  firft  of  Ja- 
nuary :  and  expected,  that  as  foon  as  the  ice  was  formed,  the 
enemy  would  pafs  the  Delaware.     He  found  his  numbers  on  en- 

*  The  general's  ^ords  in  his  own  1  tter. 

f  After  havk.g  been  employed  fome  tme  in  fimilar  ferv;ces,  the  ene- 
my grew  fufpicious  ot  him,  and  upon  that,  without  proof,  put  him  into 
prifon,  where  he  was  ftar/ed  to  death. 

quiry 
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quiry  lefs  than  he  had  any  conception  of ;  and  while  he  commu- 
nicated the  faft,  thus  charged  his  confidant — "  For  heaven's  fake 
keep  this  to  yourfelf,  as  the  difoovery  of  it  may  prove  fatal  to  us." 
Col.  Reed  wrote  the  next  day  from  Briftol,  and  propofed  to  the 
general  the  making  of  a  diverfion,  or  fomething  more  at  or  about 
Trenton,  and  proceeded  to  fay,  "  If  we  could  pofTefs  ourfelves 
again  of  New-Jerfey,  or  any  confiderable  part,  the  effecl:  would 
be  greater  than  ifwehadnot  left  it.  Allow  me  to  hope,  that  you  will 
confult  your  own  good  judgment  ind  fpirit,  and,  let  not  the  good- 
nefs  of  your  heart  fubjeft  you  to  the  influence  of  the  opinions 
rf  men  in  every  refpefl  your  inferiors.  Something  muft  be  at- 
tempted before  the  fixty  days  expire  which  the  commiftloners 
have  allowed  ; — for,  however  many  may  affett  to  defpife  it,  it  is 
evident  a  very  ferious  attention  is  paid  to  it :  and  I  am  confident, 
that  unlefs  fome  more  favorable  appearance  attends  our  arms  and 
caufe  before  that  time,  a  very  great  number  of  the  militia  officers 
here,  will  follow  the  example  of  Jerfey,  and  take  benefit  from 
it.  Our  caufe  is  defperate  and  hopelefs,  if  we  do  not  llrike  fome 
ftroke.  Our  affairs  are  battening  apace  to  ruin,  if  we  do  not  re- 
trieve them  by  fome  happy  event.  Delay  with  us,  is  near  equal 
to  a  total  defeat.  We  muft  not  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  lulled  into 
fecurity  and  inactivity,  becaufe  the  enemy  does  not  crofs  the  ri- 
ver. The  love  of  my  country,  a  wife  [Formerly  mifs  De  BerdtJ 
and  four  children  in  the  enemy's  hands,  the  refpeft  and  attach- 
ment I  have  to  you,  the  ruin  and  poverty  that  muft  attend  me  and 
thoufands  of  others,  will  plead  my  excufe  for  fo  much  freedom." 
The  general  on  the  23d  anfwered,  "  Neceifity,  dire  necefTity  will 
— nay,  muftjuftify  any  attempt.  Prepare,  and  in  concert  with 
Griffin,  attack  as  many  polls  as  you  poffibly  can  with  a  profpeft  of 
fuccefs.  I  have  now  ample  teftimony  of  the  enemy's  intentions  to 
attack  Philadelphia,  as  foon  as  the  ice  will  afford  the  means  of 
conveyance.  Our  men  are  to  be  provided  with  three  days  pro- 
vifion,  ready  cooked,  with  which  and  their  blankets  they  are  to 
inarch.  One  hour  before  day  is  the  time  fixed  upon  for  our  at- 
tempt on  Trenton.  If  we  are  fuccefsful,  which  Heaven  grant! 
and  other  circumftances  favor,  we  may  pufh  on.  I  fhall  direft 
every  ferry  and  ford  to  be  well  guarded,  and  not  a  foul  fuffered 
to  pafs  without  an  officer's  going  down  with  the  permit." 

The  origin  of  the  prefent  diftrefs  was  ftated  in  a  letter  of  the 
fame  date,  from  a  member  of  congrefs  to  his  friend,  in  thefe 
words,  "  The  caufes  of  our  prefent  unhappy  fituation  have  long 
been  known:  the  confequences  of  them  were  often  foretold,  and 
the  meafures  execrated  by  fome  of  the  belt  friends  of  America; 
but  an  obftinate  partiality  (in  the  New  England  delegates)  to  the 
habits  and  cuftoms  of  one  part  of  this  continent,  has  predomi- 
nated 
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nated  in  the  public  councils,  and  too  little  attention  has  been 
paid  io  others.  It  has  been  my  fate  to  make  an  ineffectual  op- 
pofition  to  all  {hort  inlidments,  to  colonial  appointments  of 
officers,  and  other  meafures  pregnant  with  mifchiefs;  but  thef<? 
things  either  fuited  the  genius  and  habits,  or  fquared  with  the  in- 
tereds  of  Tome  dates,  that  had  fuflieient  influence  to  prevail,  and 
nothing  is  now  left  but  to  extricate  ourfelves  from  difficulties  as 
well  as  we  can." 

Colonel  Griffin,  unacquainted  both  with  the  plan,  and  the 
time  for  attacking  Trenton,  eroded  over  from  Philadelphia  into 
tire  Jerfeys,  unknown  to  gen.  Walhington,  and  being  joined 
with  a  few  of  the  jerfey  militia,  proceeded  to  Mount  Holly, 
which  induced  col.  Donop  to  quit  Bordentown ;  he  returned 
however  to  his  dation  before  the  attack  upon  col.  Rail.  The 
commander  in  chief  would  have  comprehended  in  his  plan, 
a  diverfion  for  count  Donop  by  gen.  Putnam :  but  the  latter  gave 
fuch  a  reprefentation  of  the  militia,  of  the  confufion  that  prevail- 
ed, and  of  his  apprehenfions  of  an  infurreelion  ii>  Philadelphia, 
in  cafe  of  his  abfence,  that  it  was  laid  afide.  The  queftion  for 
independency  had  been  carried  in  Pennfylvania  by  a  great  majo- 
rity ;  but  that  did  not  lefTen  the  bitternefs  of  thofe  who  oppofed 
it,  among  whom  were  mod  of  the  quakers.  Thefe  coalefced 
with  the  royalids  of  other  denominations,  and  compofed  fo  for,, 
midable  a  party  in  the  city,  that  it  was  dangerous,  in  the  pre- 
fent  ends,  to  withdraw  the  militia  ferving  in  it  on  the  fide  of  the 
American  caufe. 

The  plan  was  to  have  eroded  the  Delaware  in  three  divifions 
one  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Briftol,  which  mifcarried  by  a 
ftrange  inattention  to  the  tide  and  date  of  the  river,  fo  that  it 
was  impodible  for  the  horfes  and  cannon  to  land  on  the  Jerfey 
Ihore,  through  the  heaps  of  ice  cad  upon  it  with  the  change  of 
the  tide — a  fecond,  at  Trenton  ferry,  under  gen.  Erwing;  but 
the  quantity  of  ice  was  fo  great,  that  though  he  did  ever)-  thing 
in  his  power  to  effect  it,  he  could  not  get  over;  and  finding  it 
impodible  to  embark  his  artillery,  he  was  obliged  to  defift — 
the  third  and  principal  was  commanded  by  gen.  Wafhington, 
aflided  by  generals  Sullivan  and  Greene,  and  col.  Knox  of  the 
artillery.  It  was  meant  to  attack  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
26th,  from  the  fuppofition,  that  the  feftivity  of  the  preceding 
day  would  make  furprife  more  eafy,  and  conqued  more  certain. 

On  the  evening  of  the  25th,  gen.  Wafhington  orders  the 
troops  which  are  about  2400,  to  parade  at  the  back  of  M'Kenky's 
ferry,  that  they  may  begin  to  crofs  as  foon  as  it  grows  dark;  for 
he  imagines  that  h<*  (hall  throw  them  all  over,  with  the  necedary 
artillery  by  twelve  o'clock,  and  arrive  at  Trenton  nine  miles  below 

by 
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by  five.  The  quantity  of  ice  made  in  the  night,  impedes  the 
boats,  and  it  is  three  before  the  artillery  gets  over,  and  near  four 
before  the  troops  take  up  their  line  of  march,  which  makes  the 
general  defpair  of  furprifing  the  town,  as  they  cannot  reach  it 
before  full  day-break:  but  as  there  is  no  making  a  retreat  with- 
out being  difcovered  and  harrafled,  he  determines  to  pufh  on  at 
all  events.  Col.  Rail  has  received  information  of  an  intended 
attack,  and  that  the  25th  at  night  is  thought  to  be  the  time  fixed 
upon.  His  men  are  paraded,  and  his  picket  is  looking  out  for 
it.  Capt.  Wafhington*,  commanding  a  fcouting  party  of  about 
30  foot  foldiers,  has  been  in  the  Jerfeys  about  three  days  with- 
out effe&ing  any  exploit.  He  therefore  concludes  upon  march- 
ing toward  Trenton ;  advances,  and  attacks  the  picket.  He  ex- 
changes a  few  (hot,  and  then  retreats.  As  he  is  making  for  the 
Delaware  on  his  return  to  Pennfylvania  he  meets  with  general 
Wafliington's  troops:  [Dec.  26.]  conjecturing  their  defign,  he 
is  diltreffed  with  an  apprehenfion  that  by  the  attack  he  has  alarm- 
ed the  enemy,  and  put  them  upon  their  guard.  The  enemy,  on 
the  other  hand,  conclude  from  it  after  a  while,  that  this  is  all 
the  attack  which  is  intended;  and  fo  retire  to  their  quarters,  and 
become  fecure :  many  get  drunk.  Gen  Wafhington  forms  his 
detachment  into  two  divifions ;  one  takes  the  lower  road  to  Tren- 
ton, while  the  other  with  the  general  marches  along  the  upper  or 
Pennington  t  road.  The  upper  divifion  arrives  at  the  enemy's 
advanced  poft  exafclly  at  eight  o'clock  ;  and  in  three  minutes  after 
the  fire  in  the  lower  road  announces  the  arrival  of  the  other  divi- 
fion. When  the  enemy's  picket  i  difcovers,  in  the  grey  of  the 
morning,  the  advance  of  the  general's  troops,  they  fuppofe  it  to 
be  only  the  fcouting  party  returned.  The  out-guards  make  but 
a  fmall  oppofition  ;  though  they  behave  well  for  their  number, 
keeping  up  a  conflant  retreating  fire  behind  houfes.  The  main 
body  forms :  the  Americans  prefs  the  men  hard,  and  foon  get 
pofleflion  of  half  their  artillery.  Finding  from  the  pofition  of 
their  enemy,  that  they  are  furrounded,  and  muft  inevitably  be 
cut  to  pieces,  if  they  make  any  further  refinance,  they  agree 
to  lay  down  their  arms,  to  the  number  of  23  officers,  and  886 
men. 

General  Greene  and  col.  Knox  (elected  by  ballot  a  brigadier 
the  next  d<iy,  before  the  news  had  reached  congrels)  would  hftvte 

*  Since  colonel  of  horfe. 
f  In  the  maps  it  is  put  down  Pennington  ;  bu'the  Jerfey  innafeitihts 
in  common  woi>Jd  not  know  the  place  meant,  unlef .  ywucalk.l  it  Pen- 
ny town. 

X  What  relates  to  the  attack  upon  tbe  picket,  &c.  w,*s  confirmed  t« 
me,  Auguft  n,  1785,  at  New-York, by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Arfdelen,  wh« 
badtheltory  i'rera  the  Hefllan  efficer  ccmmar.dng  the  picket. 

perfuaded 
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perfuaded  the  commander  in  chief  to  have  puflied  on  and  im- 
proved the  alarm  given  the  enemy,  to  which  he  was  inclined  ; 
but  the  generality  of  the  officers  were  againft  it,  and  his  excellen- 
cy did  not  then  think  he  could  anfwer  going  contrary  to  the 
judgment  of  the  majority  of  a  council  of  war.  He  has  fince  re- 
gretted his  not  feizing  the  golden  opportunity. 

Seven  of  the  enemy  s  officers  were  wounded,  befide  col.  Rail 
mortally.  There  were  about  30  others  killed  and  wounded. — 
The  regiments  of  Rail,  Lofsberg,  and  Knyphaufen,  were  obliged 
to  furrender.  The  light  horfe,  chaffeurs,  a  number  of  privates, 
with  a  few  officers,  in  all  to  the  amount  of  about  600,  efcaped 
by  the  road  leading  to  Bordentown.  The  Americans  lofl  about 
two  men  ;  befide  two  or  three  frozen  to  death.  Captain  Wafh- 
ington, who  aflifted  in  fecuring  the  artillerv,  was  wounded  in 
both  hands.  The  Americans  took  in  all  918  prifoners  ;  asma- 
nv  mufkets,  bayonets,  and  cartouch  boxes;  12  drums  and  4 
colours — an  ample  compenfation  for  all  the  fuffering  of  the  pre- 
ceding night,  though  they  were  not  trifling.  The  weather  was 
fleety,  fnowy,  and  intenfely  cold  ;  and  the  road  flippery.  A 
more  difagreeable,  fevere,  wintry  night  is  feldom  to  be  met 
with,  even  in  America. 

In  the  evening,  gen.  Wafhington  repaffed  the  Delaware,  car- 
rying with  him  the  prifoners,  their  artillery  and  colours — and 
elevated  hopes,  that  this  fuccefsful  attack  would  draw  after  it  a 
train  of  the  moft  beneficial  and  important  coniequences.  It  has 
excited  not  lefs  aftonifhment  in  the  Britifh  and  auxilliary  quar- 
ters, than  it  has  done  joy  in  thofe  of  the  Americans.  The  Hef- 
fians  will  be  no  longer  terrible  :  and  the  fpirits  of  the  Americans 
will  rife  amazingly.  But  before  this  happened,  a  fmall  party  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Quaker-town  had  flown  to  arms,  with  a 
refolution  not  to  lay  them  down  more,  while  they  had  enemies 
near  them  ;  being  provoked  to  it  by  the  infufferable  behaviour 
of  fome  Britifh  light  horfe-men. 

Though  gen.  Cadwallader  did  not  pafs  over  the  Delaware  at 
the  time  intended,  yet  the  day  after  the  furprife,  [Dec.  27.]  he 
croffed  about  two  miles  above  Briflol  with  1500  men,  imagining 
that  gen.  Wafhington  was  ftill  on  that  fide.  Receiving  intelli- 
gence that  the  enemy  had  left  Mount  Hollv,  he  determined  upon 
proceeding  to  Burlington  (even  after  learning  that  the  fuccefsful 
troops  had  re-croffed)  and  upon  marching  the  next  day  to  Borden- 
town :  which  was  accordingly  done,  the  enemy  going  off  in  the 
utmofl  confufion  on  the  alarm  of  his  approach.  The  day  he 
croffed,  500  men  were  fent  from  Philadelphia,  who  paffed  over 
to  Burlington  on  the  morning  of  the  28th ;  in  the  evening,  gen. 
Mifflin  fent  over  300  more,  and  foon  followed  with  a  further 

reinforcement 
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reinforcement  of  fome  hundreds,  defigning  to  join  gen.  Cad- 
wallader  as  foon  as  poffible.  Pennfylvania  was  now  roufed,  and 
coming  in  great  numbers  to  the  aid  of  the  commander  in  chief. 
On  the  laft  mentioned  day,  gen.  Greene  crofifed  afrefh  into  the 
Jerfeys  with  300  militia.  The  time  for  which  many  of  the  mi- 
litia were  to  ferve  was  jufl  expiring.  In  order  to  prevail  with 
them  to  continue,  they  were  harangued.  Their  pride  was  ad- 
dreffed.  They  were  told,  that  if  they  withdrew,  it  would  be 
charged  upon  them  that  they  were  afraid.  Application  was 
artfully  made  to  every  paflion  ;  and  not  altogether  in  vain. 

[Dec.  29.]   General  Wafhington  reached  Trenton  with  about 
1800  continentals.     Twelve  hundred  of  them  were  releafed  from 
their  inliftment  the  firfl  of  January.     Attempts  were    made    to 
engage  them  to  continue  a  month   or  fix  weeks  longer.     Ten 
dollars  extra-pay  was  offered  :  they  took  the  bounty  ;  and  near 
one  half  went  off  in  a  few  days  after,  before  the  critical  moment 
arrived.     It  was  foon  debated,  whether  to  order  up  the   Penn- 
fylvania militia  from  Bordentown,  Mount  Holly  and  elfewhere 
to  join  general  Wafhington.     Gen  Knox  had   prepared  doftor 
Rufh,  a  member  of  congrefs,  to  affift  in  effecting  the  fcheme. — 
He  was  afked  in  to  give  his  opinion,  and  declared  in  favor  of  or- 
dering them  up,  which  was  then  done.  {"January  1,  1777.]  The 
junftion  of  the  militia  with  the   continentals,  (making   in    the 
whole  about  5000  men)  imboldened  the  latter  to  remain  in  their 
pofnion,  after  hearing  that  the  enemy   was  advancing  toward 
them.     The  alarm  which  had  been  given,  induced  the   Britifh 
and  auxiliary  troops  to  affemble  ;  and  gen.    Grant,  with    the 
forces  at  Brunfwick  and  in  that  quarter,  marched  fpeedily   for 
Princeton.     Lord  Cornwallis  was    gone   to    New-York  in  his 
way  to  Great-Britain  :  but  upon  this  unexpected  turn  of  affairs 
concluded  upon  deferring  his  voyage,  and  returning  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  Jerfeys.     He  preffed  on  with  the  greateft  expediti- 
on ;  left  the  fourth  brigade,  confilting  of  the  70th,  40th,  and 
55th  regiments,  under  the  command  of  lieut.  col.  Mawhood  at 
Princeton,  and  the  fecond  brigade  under  gen.  Leflie  at  Maiden- 
head ;  and  joined  the  main  body  by  the   time  they  got  near 
Trenton. 

General  Greene  is  fent  out  with  a  confiderable  detachment,  to 
fupport  a  party  ftationed  about  a  mile  off,  and  to  check  the 
march  of  the  enemy  ;  but  finds  them  advancing  in  fuch  force 
and  fo  expeditioufly,  that  he  is  at  fome  difficulty  in  making  a 
good  retreat  with  the  whole  of  the  Americans.  Mean  while  ge- 
neral Wafhington  makes  adifpofition  for  an  aftion  ;  which  as 
the  enemy  do  not  come  on  direclly,  is  afterward  varied  to  pre- 
vent their  getting  in  on  the  American  rear.  The  bridge  over 
Vol.  II.  Y  Sanpink 


i-o         The   HISTORY   of    the         [A.  D.  1776. 

Sanpink  Creek  is  well  fecured  ;  but  can  be  of  little  advantage, 
as  the  ftream  is  fordable  in  many  places.  The  American  army 
has  between  thirty  and  forty  pieces  of  artillery  in  front,  facing 
the  creek.  The  fate  of  the  continent  feems  fufpended  by  a  fingle 
thread  ;  and  the  independence  of  America  to  hang  on  the  ilfue 
of  a  battle  which  appears  inevitable  ;  and  in  which  the  moll  fan- 
guine  fon  of  liberty  can  fcarce  flatter  himfelf  with  the  hope  of  a 
victory,  the  enemy  being  fo  fuperior  in  numbers  and  difciphne. 
A  defeat  muft  be  totally  ruinous,  from  the  nature  of  the  ground 
which  the  Americans  occupy. 

Sir  William  Erfkine,  according  to  report,  advifes  lord  Corn- 
wallis  to  an  immediate  attack,  faying,  "  Otherwife  Wafhington, 
if  any  general,  will  make  a  move  to  the  left  of  your  army:  if 
vour  lordfiiip  does  not  attack,  throw  a  large  body  of  troops  on 
the  road  to  your  left."  The  attack  is  put  off  till  the  morning: 
his  lordfhip  might  aft  upon  what  is  faid  to  be  a  military  princi- 
ple, that  the  frrongeft  army  ought  not  to  attack  toward  night. — > 
Mean  while  gen.  Wafhington  calls  a  council  of  war.  It  is  known 
that  they  are  to  be  attacked  the  next  day,  by  the  whole  collected 
force  of  the  enemy.  The  matter  of  debate  is,  "  Shall  we  march 
down  on  the  Jerfey  fide,  and  crofs  the  Delaware  over  againft 
Philadelphia,  or  fhall  we  fight  ?"  Both  are  thought  to  be  too 
hazardous.  On  this  gen.  Wafhington  fays,  "  What  think  you 
of  a  circuitous  march  to  Princeton  ?"  It  is  approved,  and  con- 
cluded upon.  Providence  favors  the  manoeuvre.  The  weather 
having  been  for  two  days  warm,  moifl  and  foggy,  the  ground  is 
become  quite  foft,  and  the  roads  to  be  paffed  fo  deep,  that  it 
will  be  extremely  difficult,  if  practicable,  to  get  on  with  the 
cattle,  carriages,  and  artillery.  But  while  the  council  is  fitting, 
the  wind  fuddenly  changes  to  the  north-weft,  and  it  freezes  fo. 
hard,  that  by  the  time  the  troops  are  ready  to  move,  they  pafs  on 
as  though  upon  a  folid  pavement.  Such  freezings  frequently 
happen  in  the  depth  of  winter,  upon  the  wind's  coming  fudden- 
ly about  to  the  north-weft.  This  fudden  change  of  weather  gives 
a  plaufible  pretext  for  that  line  of  fires,  which  gen.  Wafhington 
caufes  to  be  kindled,  foon  after  dark,  in  the  front  of  his  army; 
and  by  which  he  conceals  himfelf  from  the  notice  of  the  enemy, 
and  induces  them  to  believe  he  is  ftill  upon  the  ground,  waiting 
for  them  till  morning.  The  flratagem  is  rendered  the  more  com- 
plete, by  an  order  given  to  the  men,  who  are  intrufted  with  the 
bufiuefs,  to  keep  up  the  fires  in  full  blaze,  till  break  of  day. — 
While  the  fires  are  burning,  the  baggage  and  three  pieces  of 
ordnance  aie  fent  off  to  Burlington  for  fecurity  ;  and  with  the 
defign,  that  if  the  enemy  follow  it,  the  Americans  may  take  ad- 
vantage of  their  fo  doing.   The  troops  march  about  one  o'clock 
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with  great  filence  and  order,  and  eroding  Sanpink  Creek,  proceed 
toward  and  arrive  near  Princeton  a  little  before  day  break.    The 
three  Britifh  regiments  are  marching  down  to   Trenton  on   a- 
nother  road  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  diftant.    The  centre  of  the 
Americans,  confiding  of  the   Philadelphia   militia,  under  gen. 
Mercer,  advances  to  attack  them.     Col.  Mawhood  confiders  it 
only  as  a  flying  party  attempting  to  interrupt  his  march,  and  ap- 
proaches with  his  17th  regiment  fo  near  before  he  fires,  that  the 
colour  of  their  buttons  is  difcerned.     He  repulfes   the  affailants 
with  great  fpirit,  and  they  give  way  in  confufion  ;  officers   and 
men  feem  feized  with  a  panic,  which   fpreads  faft,  and  indicates 
an  approaching  defeat.  Gen.  Wafhington  perceives  the  diforder, 
and  penetrates  the  fatal  confequer.ee  of  being  vanquifhed.     The 
prefent  moment  requires  an  exertion  to  ward  off  the  danger, 
however  hazardous  to  his  own  perfon.     He  advances  inftantly  ; 
encourages  his  troops  to  make  a  ftand  ;  places  himfelf  between 
them  and  the  Britifh,  diftant  from  each  other  about  thirty  yards  ; 
reins  his  horfe's  head  toward  the  front  of  the  enemy  ;  and  bold- 
ly faces  them  while  they  difcharge  their  pieces :  their  fire  is  im- 
mediately returned  by  the  Americans,  without  their  adverting  to 
the  pofition  of  the  general,  who  is  providentially  preferved  from 
being  injured  either  by  foe  or  friend.     The  fcale  is  turned,  and 
col.  Mawhood  foon  finds,  that  he  is  attacked  on  all  fides  by   a 
fuperior  force  ;  and  that  he  is  cut  off  from   the   reft   of  the  bri- 
gade.    He  difcovers  alfo  by  the  continued  diftant  firing,  that  the 
fifty-fifth  is  not  in  better  circumftances.     His   regiment  having 
ufed  their  bayonets,  with  too  much  feverity,  on  the  party  put  to 
flight  by  them  in  the  beginning,  now  pay  for  it    in  proportion, 
near  fixty  are  killed  upon  the  fpot,  befide  the  wounded.     But 
the  colonel  and  a  number  force  their   way  through,  and  purfue 
their  march  to  Maidenhead.     The  fifty-fifth  regiment  being  hard, 
preffed,  and  finding  it  impoffible  to  continue  its  march,  makes 
good  its  retreat,  and  returns  by   the  way  of  Hillfborough    to 
Brunfwick.     The  fortieth  is  but    little  engaged ;  thofe  of  the 
men  who  efcape,  retire  by  another  road  to  the  fame  place. 

It  was  propofed  to  make  a  forced  march  to  Brunfwick,  where 
was  the  baggage  of  the  whole  Britifh  army,  and  gen.  Lee  ;  but 
the  men  having  been  without  either  reft,  rum,  or  provifions  for 
two  days  and  two  nights,  were  unequal  to  the  tafk.  It  was 
then  debated,  whether  to  file  off  to  Cranberry  in  order  to  crofs 
the  Delaware  and  fecure  Philadelphia.  Gen.  Knox  urged  their 
marching  to  Morriftown,  and  informed  the  commander  in  chief, 
that  when  he  palled  through  that  part  of  the  country,  he  obferv- 
ed  that  it  was  a  good  pofition.  He  alfo  remarked,  that  they 
fhould  be  upon  the  flank  of  the  enemy,  and  might  eafily  change 

their 
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their  fituation,  if  requifite.  By  his  eameft  importunity  he  pre- 
vailed, and  the  meafure  was  adopted.  General  Greene  was 
with  the  main  body,  which  was  advanced  ;  and  had  put  it  into 
the  Morriftown  road,  without  having  been  firft  acquainted  with 
the  determination.  Juft  as  that  was  concluded  upon,  the  ene- 
my were  firing  upon  the  rear  of  the  Americans.  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  had  been  waked  by  the  found  of  the  American  cannon  at 
Princeton;  and  finding  himfelf  out-generalled,  and  apprehenfive 
for  his  ftores  and  baggage,  had  potted  back  with  the  utmoft  ex- 
pedition. The  army  under  general  Wafhington  marched  on  to 
Pluckemin  in  their  way  to  Morriftown,  pulling  up  the  bridges 
as  they  proceeded,  thereby  to  incommode  the  enemy  and  fecure 
themfelves.  By  the  time  they  got  there,  the  men  were  fo  ex- 
ceffively  fatigued,  that  a  frefh  and  refolutebody  of  five  hundred 
might  have  demolifhed  the  whole.  Numbers  lay  down  in  the 
woods  and  fell  afleep,  without  regarding  the  coldnefs  of  the 
weather.  The  royal  army  was  ftill  under  fuch  alarming  impref- 
fions,  that  it  continued  its  march  from  Trenton  to  Brunfwick, 
thirty  miles,  without  halting  longer  at  leaft  than  was  neceffary  to 
make  the  bridges  over  Stony  Brook  and  Millftone  paffable. 

Gen.  Howe  admits,  that  thelofs  in  this  affair  was  17  killed,  and 
nearly  200  wounded  and  miffing.  But  the  Americans  fay,  they 
have  taken  near  300  prifoners,  of  whom  14  are  officers,  all  Bri- 
tifh.  Capt.  Leflie,  the  fon  of  the  earl  of  Leven,  who  was  kil- 
led in  the  engagement,  was  buried  by  the  Americans  with  the 
honors  of  war,  not  only  as  a  Britifh  officer,  but  in  teftimony  of 
refpeft  to  his  lordfhip's  worth.  The  American  officers  com- 
mended the  bravery  of  the  troops  under  col.  Mawhood  :  one  of 
the  generals  obferving  how  they  fought,  exclaimed,  "  When 
will  our  men  fight  like  thofe  fellows !"  Gen.  Mercer  met  with 
hard  ufage,  being  bayonetted  in  three  places,  of  which  wounds 
he  is  fince  dead.  He  was  a  deferving  character,  and  merited 
different  treatment.  Some  may  pronounce  the  treatment,  that 
capt.  Phillips,  of  the  thirty-fifth  genadiers,  has  met  with,  much 
bafer  ;  but  not  when  they  have  the  cafe  properly  reprefented. — 
The  captain,  as  he  was  returning  from  New-York  to  join  his 
company,  was  furprifed  between  Brunfwick  and  Princeton,  by 
a  party  of  militia,  who  threatened  him  in  cafe  he  attempted  to 
efcape  ;  regardlefs  of  the  threat,  he  clapped  fpurs  to  his  horfe, 
and  pufhed  forward,  on  which  they  fired  and  killed  him.  Gen. 
Gates,  who  is  married  to  the  captain's  filler,  blames  the  captain 
more  than  the  men. 

The  eagernefs  of  the  royal  army  to  reach  and  fecure  Brunf- 
wick, occafioned  their  marching  through  Princeton  with  fuch 
expedition,  as  to  divert  their  attention  from  either  carrying  off 

or 
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or  deftroying  the  curious  -jprrery  beloagirig  to  Naffau  college. — 
It  was  contrived  and  made  by  an  original  genius,  and  felf-taught 
aftronomer,  Mr.  Rittenhoufe  of  Philadelphia.  There  is  not  the 
like  in  Europe.  An  elegant,  and  neatly  ornamented  frame 
rifes  perpendicular  near  upon  eight  feet.  In  the  front  of  which 
you  are  prefented,  in  three  feveral  apartments,  with  a  view  of 
the  celeftial  fyftem,  the  motions  of  the  planets  round  the  fun,  and 
the  fatellites  about  the  planets.  The  wheels,  &c.  that  produce 
the  mavemepts,  are  behind  the  wooden  perpendicular  plane,  on 
which  the  orrery  is  fixed.  By  fuitable  contrivances,  you  in  a 
fhort  time  tell  the  eclipfes  of  the  fun  and  moon  for  ages  paft  and 
ages  to  come :  the  like  in  other  cafes  of  aftronomy.  It  is  faid, 
that  lord  Cornwallis  intended  to  have  carried  it  over  to  Great- 
Britain  :  no  man  of  fcience  can  blame  his  tafte,  which  may  have 
preferved  it  from  ruin,  by  fecuring  to  it  that  protection  while  in' 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  that  might  otherwife  have  been  denied. 
But  the  children  of  the  alma  mater  whofe  it  is,  triumph  in  its  pre-' 
fervation,  though  fomewhat  damaged.  The  college  library  did 
not  efcape  fo  well  as  the  orrery :  but  fuffered  confiderablv. 

Let  us  attend  for  a  while  upon  the  congrefs  at  Baltvnore; 
where  they  met  according  to  adjournment  the  20th  of  December, 
and  foon  after  paffed  the  following  aft — [Dec.  27.]  "  The  con- 
grefs, having  maturely  confidered  the  prefent  crifis,  and  having 
perfect  reliance  on  the  wifdom,  vigor  and  uprightness  of  gen. 
Wafhington,  do  hereby  Refolve,  That  gen  Wafhingtou  fhall  be 
and  he  is  hereby  veiled  with  full,  ample,  and  complete  powers, 
to  raife  and  collect  together  in  the  moft  fpeedy  and  effectual  man- 
ner, from  any  or  all  of  thefe  United  States,  16  battalions  of  infan- 
try in  addition  to  thofe  already  voted  by  congrefs ;  to  appoint 
officers  for  the  faid  battalions  of  infantry  ;  to  raife,  officer,  and 
equip  three  thoufand  light  horfe,  three  regiments  of  artillery,  and 
a  corps  of  engineers,  and  to  eilablilh  their  pay ;  to  apply  to  any 
of  the  {fates  for  fuch  aid  of  the  militia  as  he  lhall  judge  neceffary ; 
to  form  fuch  magazines  of  provifions,  and  in  fuch  places  as  he 
fhall  think  proper  :  to  difplace  and  appoint  all  officers  under  the 
rank  of  brigadier  general,  and  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  in  every 
other  department  in  the  American  armies;  to  take,  wherever  he 
may  be,  whatever  he  may  want  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  if  the 
inhabitants  will  not  fell  it,  allowing  a  reafonable  price  for  the 
fame  ;  to  arreft  and  confine  perfons  who  refufe  to  take  the  con- 
tinental currency,  or  are  otherwife  difaffe&ed  to  the  American 
eaufe ;  and  return  to  the  ftates,  of  which  they  are  citizens,  their 
names,  and  the  nature  of  their  offences,  together  with  the  wit- 
neffes  to  prove  them ;  and,  That  the  foregoing  powers  be  vefted 
in  gen.  Wafhington,  for  and  during  the  term  of  fix  months  from 
the  date  hereof,  unlefs  fooner  determined  by  congrefs," 

They 
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They  alfo  "  Refolved,  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfyl- 
vania  be  requefted  to  take  the  moft  vigorous  and  fpeedy  meafures 
for  punifhing  all  fuch  as  refufe  continental  currency;  and  that 
the  general  be  directed  to  give  all  neceffary  aid  to  the  council  of 
fafety,  for  carrying  their  meafures  on  this  fubject  into  effectual 
execution." 

[Dec.  28.]  "  Refolved,  That  two  large  floating  batteries  be 
built  on  Lake  Chatnplain,  to  cover  the  boom  and  the  bridge  at 
Tyconderoga:  that  a  fort  be  conftrufted  on  Mount  Inde- 
pendence :  that  the  navigation  of  the  lake  near  that  place  be 
©bftrucled  by  funken  calfoons,  joined  together  by  firing-pieces, 
fo  as,  at  the  fame  time,  to  ferve  for  abridge  between  the  fortifica- 
tions on  the  eaft  and  weft  fide ;  and  that  Fort  Stanwix  be 
ilrengthcned,  and  other  fortifications  made  at  proper  places  near 
the  Mohawk  river." 

[Dee.  30.J     It  was  "  Refolved,  That  commiflioners  be  forth- 
with fent  to  the  courts  of  Vienna,  Spain,  PruJJia,  and  the  grand 
duke  of  Tujcany. — That  the  feveral  commiflioners  of  the  United 
States  be  inftructed  to  affure  the  refpe£live  courts,  that  notwith- 
flandmg  the  artful  and  infiduous    endeavours  of  the  court  of 
Great-Britain,  it  is  their  determination,  at  all  events,  to  main- 
tain their  independence : — That  they  be  direcled   to  ufe  every 
mean  in  their  power  to  procure  the  afli  fiance  of  the  emperor  of 
Germany,  and  of  their  moft  Chriftian,  Catholic,  and  Pruflian 
majcilies,  for  preventing    German,  Ruffian,  or    other  foreign 
troops,  from  being  fent  to  America  for  hollile  purpofes  againft 
thefe  United  States,  and  for  obtaining  a  recal  of  thofe  already 
fent :  and,  That  his  mofl  Chriflian  majefly  be  induced,  if  poffible 
to  affifl  the  United  States,  in  the  prefentwar  with  Great-Britain, 
by  attacking  the  electorate  of  Hanover,  or  any  part  of  the  domi- 
nions of  Great-Britain  in   Europe,  the  Edit  or  Weft-Indies." — 
His  moft  Chriftian  majefty  was  to  be  allured,  "  That  fhould  his 
forces   be  employed,  in  conjunction  with  thofe  of  the  United 
States,  to  exclude  his  Britannic  majefty  from  any  (bare  in  the  cod 
fifhery  of  America,  by  reducing   the  iflands  of  Newfoundland 
and  Cape-Breton ;  and    fhips  of   war  be  furnifhed,  when   re- 
quired by  the  United  States,  to  reduce  Nova-Scotia;  the  fifhery 
fhall    be  enjoyed  equally   and   in  common,  by  the  fubjefts  of 
his  moft  Chriftian  majefly  and  of  thefe  flates,  to  the  exclufion 
of  all  other  nations  and  people  whatever  ;  and   half  the   ifland 
of  Newfoundland  fhall  be  owned  by,  and  be  fubjeel  to  the  ju- 
rifdiftion  of  his  moft  Chriflian  majefty,  provided  the  province 
of  Nova-Scotia,  the  ifland   of   Cape-Breton,  and  the  remain- 
ing part  of  Newfoundland    be  annexed  to   the  territory    and 
government  of  the  United  States."     If  thefe  propofals  were  not 
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fufficient  to  produce  a  declaration  of  war,  and  it  could  not  be 
otherwife  accomplifhed,  his  moft  Chriflian  majefty  was  to  be  af- 
fured,  "  That  fuch  of  the  Britiih  Well-India  iflands,  as  in  the 
courfe  of  the  war  fhall  be  reduced  by  the  united  forces  of  France 
and  thefe  Hates,  fhall  be  yielded  in  abfolute  property  to  his  moft 
Chriflian  majefty  :  and  the  United  States  engage,  on  timely  no- 
tice, to  furnifh  at  their  expence,  and  deliver  in  fome  convenient 
port  or  ports,  in  the  faid  United  States,  provifions  for  carrying 
on  expeditions  againfl  the  faid  iflands,  to  the  amount  of  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  fix  frigates  mounting  not  lefs  than  twenty- 
four  guns,  each  manned  and  fitted  for  the  fea ;  and  to  render 
any  other  affiflance  which  may  be  in  their  power  as  becomes  good 
allies." 

The  commiffioners  for  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain  were  to 
confult  together,  and  prepare  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  alliance,  to 
be  propofed  to  the  court  of  Spain,  adding  thereto,  "  that  if  his  Ca- 
tholic majefty  will  join  the  United  States  in  a  war  againfl  Great- 
Britain,  thev  will  affift  in  reducing  to  the  pofTefiion  of  Spain,  the 
town  and  harbour  ofPenfacola;  provided  the  citizens  and  inhabi- 
tants of  the  United  wStates  fhall  have  the  free  and  uninterrupted  na- 
vigation of  the  Miflifippi,  and  ufe  of  the  harbour  of  Penfacola  ; 
and  will,  provided  it  be  true,  that  his  Portuguefe  majefty  has  in- 
fultingly  expelled  the  veffets  of  thefe  ftates  from  his  ports,  or  has 
confiscated  any  fuch  veflels,  declare  war  againfl  the  faid  king,  if 
that  meafure  fhall  be  agreeable  to,  and  be  fupported  by  the  courts 
of  France  and  Spain." 

[Jan.  3,  1777. j  "  Whereas  congrefs  hath  received  informa- 
tion, that  Richard  Stockton,  efq;  of  New-Jerfey,  and  a  member 
of  this  congreis,  hath  been  made  a  prifoner,  and  ignominioufly 
thrown  into  a  common  jail,  and  there  detained — Refolved,  That 
gen.  Wafhington  be  direfcled  to  make  immediate  enquiry  into 
the  truth  of  this  report,  and  if  he  finds  reafon  to  believe  it  well 
founded,  that  he  fend  to  gen.  Howe,  remonflrating  againfl  this 
departure  from  that  humane  procedure  which  has  marked  the 
conduft  of  thefe  ftates  to  prifoners  who  have  fallen  into  their 
hands  ;  and  to  know  of  gen.  Howe,  whether  he  choofes  this  fhall 
be  the  future  rule  for  treating  all  fuch  on  both  fides,  as  the  for- 
tune of  war  may  place  in  the  hands  of  cither  party." 

The  capture  of  gen.  Lee  has  proved  inconvenient  to  both  fides, 
and  calamitous  to  individuals.  Somewhat  like  a  cartel  was  be- 
fore eftabliihed  for  the  exchange  of  prifoners  between  generals 
Howe  and  Wafhington.  Gen.  Lee  being  particularly  obnoxi- 
ous to  government,  and  Howe  perhaps  having  received  prior  in- 
ftru&ions  how  to  conduct  himfelf  with  refpe£t  to  him  individual- 
ly, (for  he  can  have  had  none  as  yet  upon  the  news  of  his  cap- 
ture) 
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ture)  his  exchange  was  refufed.  Wafhington  having  no  prifoner 
of  equal  rank,  propofed  fix  Heffian  field  officers  to  balance  that 
difparity  :  and,  if  this  was  not  accepted,  required  that  he  fhould 
he  treated  fuitable  to  his  ftation,  and  the  precedent  already  fet  by 
the  Americans  in  regard  to  the  Britifh  officers  they  had  captivat- 
ed. It  was  anfwered,  that  as  Lee  was  a  deferter  from  his  majef- 
ty's  fervice,  he  could  not  be  confidered  as  a  prifoner  of  war,  nor 
come  within  the  conditions  of  the  cartel,  nor  receive  any  of  its 
benefits.  A  fruitlefs  difcuffion  enfued  :  and  Lee  was  ftill  con- 
fined, watched  and  guarded  with  the  utmoft  ftrictnefs  and  jea- 
loufy ;  which  produced  the  following  congreffional  aft — [Jan.  6.] 
"  Congrefs  being  informed  that  major  gen.  Lee  hath,  fince  his 
captivity,  been  committed  to  the  cullody  of  the  provoft,  inftead 
of  being  enlarged  on  his  parole,  according  to  the  humane  prac- 
tice that  has  taken  place  with  officers  of  the  enemy  who  have  fal- 
len into  the  hands  of  the  American  troops ;  a  treatment  totally 
unworthy  of  that  gentleman's  eminent  qualifications,  and  his  rank 
in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  and  ftrongly  indicative  of 
further  injuries  to  his  perfon  : — Refolved,  That  gen.  Waftiing- 
ton  be  direfted  to  fend  to  general  Howe,  and  inform  him,  that, 
fhould  the  proffered  exchange  of  gen.  Lee  for  fix  Heffian  field 
officers  not  be  accepted,  and  the  treatment  of  him  as  abovemen- 
tioned  be  continued,  the  principles  of  retaliation  {hall  occafion 
five  of  the  Heffian  field  officers,  together  with  lieut.  col.  Archi- 
bald Campbell,  or  any  other  officers  that  are  or  fhall  be  in  our 
poffeffion  equivalent  in  number  or  quality,  to  be  detained,  in  or- 
der that  the  faid  treatment  which  gen.  Lee  fhall  receive  may  be 
exaftly  inflifted  upon  their  perfons : — Ordered,  That  a  copy  of 
the  above  refolution  be  tranlmitted  to  the  council  of  the  MafTa- 
chufetts-bay,  and  that  they  be  defired  to  detain  lieut.  col.  Camp- 
bell, and  keep  him  in  fafe  cuftody  till  the  further  order  of  con- 
grefs ;  and  that  a  copy  be  alfo  fent  to  the  committee  of  congrefs 
in  Philadelphia  ;  and  that  they  be  defired  to  have  the  prifoners, 
officers  and  privates,  lately  taken,  properly  fecured  in  fome  fafe 
place." 

When  the  refolution  was  received  by  the  Maffachifetts  coun- 
cil, inftead  of  conforming  folely  to  the  words  of  the  order  to  keep 
the  colonel  in  fafe  citflody,  they  fent  him  to  Concord  jail ;  where 
he  was  lodged  in  a  dungeon  of  twelve  or  thirteen  feet  fquare, 
whofe  fides  were  black  with  the  greafe  and  litter  of  fucceflive 
criminals.  Two  doors,  with  double  locks  and  bolts,  fhut  him 
from  the  yard,  with  an  exprefs  prohibition  from  entering  it,  ei- 
ther for  health,  or  the  neceffary  calls  of  nature.  A  loathfome 
black  hole,  decorated  with  a  pair  of  fixed  chains,  was  granted 
him  for  his  inner  apartment ;  from  whence  a  felon  had  been  re- 
moved, 
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moved  but  the  moment  before,  and  in  which  his  litter  and  excre- 
ments remained,  a  fortnight  after  it  was  appropriated  to  the  Life  of 
the  colonel.  The  attendance  of  a  fingle  fervant  on  his  perfon 
was  denied  him,  and  every  vifit  from  a  friend  pofitively  refufed. 
When  he  had  tranfmitted  an  account  of  thefe  and  other  matters 
to  Sir  William  Howe  on  the  14th  of  February,  and  the  fame  had 
been  communicated  to  gen.  Wafhington,  a  letter  was  direfcily 
"written  on  the  28th,  in  which  the  general  fays,  "  You  will  ob- 
serve that  exaftly  the  fame  treatment  is  to  be  fhewn  to  colonel 
Campbell  and  theHeffian  officers,  that  gen.  Howe  fhews  to  gen. 
Lee  ;  and  as  he  is  only  confined  to  a  commodious  houfe  with 
genteel  accommodations,  we  have  no  right  or  reafon  to  be  more 
fevere  upon  col.  Campbell,  who  I  would  wifh  fhould  be  imme- 
diately removed  from  his  prefent  fituation,  and  put  into  a  houfe 
where  he  may  live  comfortably." 

The  enemy  have  in  their  power,  and  fubjeft  to  their  call,  near 
300  officers  belonging  to  the  army  of  the  United  States  :  while 
the  Americans  have  not  more  than  50  belonging  to  the  enemy. 
The  refolve  therefore  of  putting  in  clofe  confinement  col.  Camp- 
bell and  the  Heffian  officers,  in  order  to  retaliate  Lee's  punifh- 
ment,  feems  injurious  in  every  point  of  view,  and  to  have  been 
entered  into  without  due  attention  to  the  confequences.  Gen. 
Lee's  misfortune  has  funk  him  greatly  in  the  opinion  of  many 
Americans  ;  and  ferves  to  convey  a  lively  idea  of  the  inconflan- 
Cy  and  ingratitude  of  mankind.  Some  of  thofe  very  people, 
who,  when  he  was  marching  to  join  gen.  Wafhington,  regarded 
bim  as  the  guardian  angel,  that  was  to  deliver  America,  not  only 
cenfure  him  bitterly,  but  even  infinuate  that  he  was  treacherous. 
The  Americans  however  have  reaped  one  advantage  by  that  event 
— the  enemy  are  convinced,  that  they  have  not  gotten  the  Palla- 
dium of  America  as  they  fondly  boaited. 

Congrefs  have  been  often,  and  for  a  confiderable  time,  in  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  upon  the  flare  of  the  treafury,  and  the  means 
of  fupporting  the  credit  of  the  continental  currency.  At  length 
they  have  "  Refolved,  [Jan.  14.]  That  all  bills  of  credit  emitted 
by  authority  of  congrefs,  ought  to  pafs  current  in  all  payments, 
trade  and  dealings  in  thefe  ftates,  and  be  deemed  in  value  equal 
to  the  fame  nominal  fums  in  Spanifh  milled  dollars  ;  and  that 
whofoever  fhall  offer,  afk  or  receive  more  in  the  faid  bills  for 
any  gold  or  filver  coins,  bullion,  or  any  other  fpecies  of  money 
whatfoever,  than  the  nominal  lum  or  amount  thereof  in  Spanifh 
milled  dollars,  or  more  in  the  faid  bills  for  any  lands,  houfes, 
goods  or  commodities  whatfoever  than  the  fame  could  be  pur- 
chafed  at  of  the  fame  perfon  or  perfons  in  gold,  filver,  or  any 
other  fpecies  of  money  whatfoever ;  or  fhall  offer  to  fell  any  goods 
or  commodities  for  gold  or  filver  coins,  or  any  other  fpecies  of 
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money  whatfoever,  and  refufe  to  fell  the  fame  for  the  faid  con- 
tinental bills  ;  every  fitch  perfon  ought  to  be  deemed  an  enemy 
to  the  liberties  of  thefe  United  States,  and  to  forfeit  the  value  of 
the  money  fo  exchanged,  or  houfe,  land,  or  commodity  fo  fold 
or  offered  to  fale.  And  it  is  recommended  to  the  legiflatures 
of  the  refpeftive  itates,  to  ena£t  laws  inflifting  fuch  forfeitures 
and  other  penalties  on  offenders  as  aforefaid,  as  will  prevent  fuch 
pernicious  practices  : — That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflatures 
of  the  United  States  to  pafs  laws  to  make  the  bills  of  credit  iffued 
by  the  congrefs,  a  lawful  tender  in  payments  of  public  and  pri- 
vate debts  ;  and  a  refufal  thereof  an  extinguishment  of  fuch  debts : 
that  debts  payable  in  fterling  money  be  difcharged  with  conti- 
nental dollars,  at  the  rate  of  four  and  fix-pence  iterling  per  dol- 
lar ;  and  that  in  difcharge  of  all  other  debts  and  contracts,  conti- 
nental dollars  pafs  at  the  rate  fixed  by  the  refpeftive  itates  for  the 
value  of  Spanifh  milled  dollars." 

The  feveral  itates  will  undoubtedly  make  the  continental  bills 
a  legal  tender,  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  ;  though  therein 
thev  eftablifh  the  perpetration  of  iniquity  by  law.  There  are  too 
many  debtors  in  every  fiate,  and  general  affembly,  who  will  by 
the  help  of  it  clear  themfelves  of  encumbrances ;  and  who  wiM 
feel  nothing,  or  but  little,  at  the  injuftice  they  commit  in  paying 
their  creditors  with  a  depreciated  currency,  while  they  have  the 
law  of  the  land  in  their  favor.  But  all  thefe  attempts  of  con- 
grefs to  keep  up  the  value  of  the  bills  are  delufive  ;  and  will  de- 
ceive thofe  moft,  who  have  the  greateft  confidence  in  the  wif- 
dom  of  the  prefent  meafure.  It  is  fcarce  poffible,  that  they  can 
fo  far  impofe  upon  their  own  judgments,,  as  to  view  it  in  any 
other  light  than  a  momentary  relief  from  a  prefent  evil,  by  fub- 
jecling  themfelves  to  a  greater  in  future,  but  which  when  it  fhall 
arrive;  they  flatter  themfelves  they  fhall  get  rid  of,  by  fome  new 
expedient. 

[Jan.  16.]  Congrefs  "  Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  feven 
be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  Britifh  and  Hef- 
fian  generals  and  officers  toward  the  officers,  foldiers,  and  mari- 
ners in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  and  any  other  perfons, 
inhabitants  of  thefe  flates,  in  their  poffeffion,  as  prifoners  of  war, 
or  otherwife,  and  alfo  into  the  conduct  of  the  faid  generals  and 
officers,  and  the  troops  under  their  command  toward  the  fubje£is 
of  thefe  itates  and  their  property,  more  efpecially  of  the  itates  of 
New- York  and  New-Jerfey."  This  committee  will  undoubtedly 
authenticate  the  cruelties  of  the  royal  army,  which  have  been  too 
frequent  and  notorious.  The  very  orders  of  gen.  Howe  have  not 
been  fufficiently  guarded  for  the  preventing  of  abufes.  When  the 
enemy  fled  from  their  cantonments  in  the  Jerfeys,  his  orders  to 
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col.  Donop  fell  Into  the  hands  of  the  Americans :  they  exprefled 
that  "  all  faked  and  meal  provifions,  which  may  be  judged  to 
exceed  the  quantity  necelfary  for  the  fubfiftence  of  an  ordinary 
family,  fhall  be  confidered  as  a  magazine  of  the  enemy,  and 
feized  for  the  king,  and  given  to  the  troops  as  a  faving  for  the 
public." 

When  the  royal  army  entered  the  Jerfeys,  the  inhabitants  pret- 
ty generally  remained  in  their  houfes,  and  many  thoufands  re- 
ceived printed  protections,  figned  by  order  of  the  commander  in 
chief.     But  neither  the  proclamation  of  the  commiffioners,  nor 
protections,  faved  the  people  from  plunder  any  more  than  irom 
infult.     Their  property  was  taken  or  deftroyed  without  diftin&i- 
on  of  perfons.     They  mowed  their  protections :  Heflians  could 
not  read  them,  and  would  not  underfland  them  ;  and  the  Britilh 
foldiers  thought  they  had  as  good  a  right  to  a  fhare  of  booty  as 
the  Heflians.     The  loyalifts  were  plundered  even  at  New-York. 
Gen.  De  Heifter  may  be  pronounced  the  arch-plunderer.     He 
offered  the  houfe  he  lived  in  at  New-York  to  public  fale ;  though 
the  property  of  a  very  loyal  fubjecl,  who  had  voluntarily  and  hof- 
pitably  accommodated  him  with  it.     The  goods  of  others,  fuf- 
fering  reftraint  or  imprifonment  among  the  Americans,  were  fold 
by  auction.     The  carriages  of  gentlemen  of  the  firft  rank  were 
feized,  their  arms  defaced,  and  the  plunderer's  arms  blazoned  in 
their  place  ;  and  this  too  by  Britifh  officers.     Difcontents  and 
murmurs  increafed  every  hour  at  the  licentious  ravages  of  the  fol- 
diery,  both  Britifh  and  foreigners,  who  were  fhamefully  permit- 
ted, with  unrelenting  hand,  to  pillage  friend  and  foe  in  the  Jer- 
feys*.    Neither  age,  nor  fex,  was  fpared.     Indifcriminate  ruin 
attended  every  perfon  they  met  with.    Infants,  children,  old  men 
and  women,  were  left  in  their  fhirts,  without  a  blanket  to  cover 
them,  under  the  inclemency  of  winter.     Every  kind  of  furniture 
was  deftroyed  and  burnt ;  windows  and   doors  were  broken  to 
pieces ;  in  fhort,  the  houfes  were  left  uninhabitable,  and  the  peo- 
ple without  provifions ;  far  every  horfe,  cow,  ox,  and  fowl,  was 
carried  off.     Horrid  depredations  and  abufes  were  committed  by 
that  part  of  the  army,  which  was  ftationed  at  or  nearPennytown. 
Sixteen  young  women  fled  to  the  woods  to  avoid  the  brutality  of 
the  foldiers  ;  and  were  there  feized  and  carried  off.     One  man 
had  the  cruel  mortification  to  have  his   wife  and  only   daughter 
(a  child  of  ten  years)  raviflied.   Another  girl  of  thirteen  was  taken 
from  her  father's  houfe,  carried  to  a  barn  about  a  mile  off,  there 
difhonored,  and  afterward  abufed  by  five  others.     A  molt  re- 
fpe&able  gentleman,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Woodbridge,  was 

*  See  the  letters  of  a  Loyalift. 
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alarmed  with  the  cries  and  fhrieks  of  a  moft  lovely  daughter  :  he 
found  a  Britifh  officer  in  the  aft  of  violating  her,  and  inftantly 
put  him  to  death.  Two  other  officers  rufhed  in  with  their  fufees, 
and  fired  two  balls  into  the  father,  who  was  languishing  under  his 
wounds  the  beginning  of  January  *. 

Thefe  enormities,  though  too  frequently  pra&ifed  in  a  time  of 
War  by  the  military,  unlefs  reftrained  by  the  fevereft  aifcipline, 
fo  exafperated  the  people  of  the  Jcrfeys,  that  they  flew  to  arms 
immediately  upon  the  army's  hurrying  from  Trenton  ;  and  form- 
ing themfelves  into  parties,  they  way-laid  the  men,  and  cut  them 
oft  as  they  had  opportunity.  The  militia  collected.  The  Ame- 
ricans in  a  few  days  over -ran  the  Jerftys.  The  enemy  was  forced 
from  Woodbridge.  General  Maxwell  furprifed  Elizabeth-Town ; 
and  took  near  100  prifoners,  with  a  quantity  of  baggage.  New- 
ark was  abandoned.  The  royal  troops  were  confined  to  the  nar- 
row compafs  of  Brunjioick  and  Amboy,  both  holding  an  open 
communication  with  New-York  by  water.  They  could  not  even 
ilir  out  to  forage  but  in  large  parties,  which  feldom  returned 
without  lofs.  [Jan.  20. J  Gen.  Dickinfon,  with  about  400  mi- 
litia and  50  of  the  Pennfylvania  riflemen,  defeated  near  Somer- 
fet  court-houfe,  on  MilHlone  river,  a  foraging  party  of  the  ene- 
my of  equal  number  ;  and  took  40  waggons,  upward  of  100  hor- 
fes,  befide  fheep  and  cattle  which  they  had  collected.  They  re- 
treated with  fuch  precipitation,  that  he  could  make  only  nine 
prifoners  ;  but  they  were  obferved  to  carry  ofF  many  dead  and 
wounded  in  light  waggons.  The  general's  behaviour  reflects  the 
higheft  honor  upon  him  ;  for  though  his  troops  were  all  raw,  he 
led  them  through  the  river  middle  deep,  and  gave  the  enemy  fo 
fevere  a  charge,  that  although  fupported  by  three  field  pieces, 
they  gave  way,  and  left  their  convoy. 

The  whole  country  was  now  become  hoftile  to  the  Britifh  ar- 
my. Sufferers  of  all  parties  rofe  as  one  man  to  revenge  their 
perfonal  injuries  and  particular  opprefhons,  and  were  the  moft 
bitter  and  determined  enemies.  They  who  were  incapable  of 
bearing  arms,  acled  as  fpies ;  and  kept  a  continual  watch,  fo  that 
not  the  fmalleft  motion  could  be  made  by  the  royalifts,^  without 
its  being  difcovered,  before  it  could  produce  the  intended  effect. 
1  his  hoilile  fpirit  was  encouraged  by  a  proclamation  of  general. 
Wafhington;  [Jan.  25.J  which  commands  every  perfon  having 
fubfcribcd  the  declaration  of  fidelity  to  Great-Britain,  taken  the 
oaths  of  allegiance,  and  accepted  protections  and  certificates 
from  the  commifhoners,  to  deliver  up  the  fame,  and  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  of  America.     It  grants  howe- 

*  Remembrancer,  Part  IV.  p.  307, 
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ver,  full  liberty  to  all  fuch  as  prefer  the  intereft  and  protection 
of  Great-Britain  to  the  freedom  and  happinefs  of  their  country, 
forthwith  to  withdraw  themfelves  and  families  within  the  ene- 
my's  lines.     But  it  declares,  that  all  who   negleft   or  refufe  to 
comply  with  the  order,  within  thirty  days  from  the  date,  will  be 
deemed  adherents  to    the   king  of  Great-Britain,  and  treated  as 
common  enemies  to  thefe  American  States.     Some  days  before 
the  proclamation  was  ifTued,  a  number  of  the  Pennfylvania  mili- 
tia, having  ferved  the  time  fixed  upon,  were  defirous  of  returning, 
which  was  complied  with,  and  the  general  took  the  earlieft  op- 
portunity of  returning  his  moll  hearty  thanks  to  thofe  brave  men, 
who  in  the  moft  inclement  feafon  of  the  year  nobly  ftepped  forth 
in  defence  of  their  country.    He  alfo  acknowledged  with  pleafure 
the  fignal  fervices  done  by  the  faid  militia  ;  and  with  additional 
fatisfaction,  the  good  fervices  of  thofe  battalions,  who  determin- 
ed to  remain  with  him  after  the  expiration  of  their  times  of  fer- 
vice.     The  militia  of  Pennfylvania  are  not  only  entitled  to  the 
hearty  thanks  of  the  commander  in  chief,  but  of  the  United 
States  ;  for  greatly  through  their  inftrumentality,  the  Jerfeys 
have  been  nearly  recovered,  and  a  victorious  and  fuperior  army 
been  reduced  to  aft  upon  the  defenfive,  as  well  as  Philadelphia 
faved,  and  Pennfylvania  freed  from  danger.     Nor  will  gratitude 
forget  the  (hare  which  gen.  Mifflin  had  in  exciting  them  to  rife 
in  favor  of  public  liberty. 

Toward  the  end  of  January  a  plan  was  formed  for  taking  Fort 
Independence,  near  Kingfbridge,  and  by  fo  doing,  to  obtain  a 
pafTage  into  New- York  iiland.  About  4000  militia  of  the  Maf- 
fachufetts,  Connecticut,  and  New- York  ftates,  in  four  divifions, 
under  generals  Heath,  Woofter,  Parfons,  and  Lincoln,  were 
deltined  for  the  fervice.  Gen.  Heath  was  commander  in  chief. 
They  marched,  the  divifion  under  Heath  from  White-Plains — 
under  Woofter  and  Parfons  from  New-Rochelle — and  under 
Lincoln  from  toward  Tarry-town.  All  met  on  the  heights  about 
and  near  Kingfbridge.  The  fort  had  but  a  trifling  garrifon,  which 
could  have  made  no  effectual  refiftance,  had  a  vigorous  pufh  been 
inftantly  made  ;  and  the  men  were  in  fpirits  for  the  attempt.  In 
this  way  only  could  it  be  carried,  was  defenee  attempted,  as  the 
Americans  had  no  other  artillery  than  three  field  pieces.  With 
thefe  they  fired  a  number  of  fhots  at  eighty  or  a  hundred  Hefli- 
ans,  and  a  few  light  horfe,  who  collected  on  the  other  fide  of  Haer- 
lem  river ;  the  Heflians  were  thrown  into  a  momentary  confufi- 
on,  but  foon  formed  again.  Gen.  Heath  demanded  a  furrender 
of  the  fort,  and  threatened  in  cafe  of  non-compliance.  The  threat 
was  difregarced.  The  troops  were  employed  chiefly  in  picking 
up  tories,  and  in  foraging  and  taking  ftores  that  had  been  in  the 
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poffefiion  of  the  enemy,  till  more  artillery  (hould  arrive  from 
Peek's-kill,  which  a  council  of  war  had  agreed  to  fend  for.  About 
nine  days  from  the  firfl  appearance  of  the  Americans  before  the 
fort,  the  artillery  came  to  hand,  and  confined  of  one  brafs  24 
pounder,  and  two  howitzers.  The  twenty-four  pounder  was  fired 
twice,  when  the  carriage  broke ;  and  a  few  fhells  were  thrown 
without  any  execution.  A  great  number  of  teams  were  then  em- 
ployed in  carrying  off  forage,  &c.  The  enemy,  who  had  been 
reinforced  during  thele  delays,  fallied  out,  but  were  repulfcd  : 
foon  after,  the  Americans  retired,  upon  a  report  that  fome  (hips 
were  gone  up  the  North-river.  Gen.  Heath's  conduct  was  cen- 
fured  by  men  of  fenfe  and  judgment,  who  were  with  him  on  the 
expedition.  It  was  fraught  with  fo  much  caution,  that  the  army 
was  difappointed,  and  in  fome  degree  difgraced.  His  fummons, 
as  he  did  not  fulfil  his  threats,  was  idle  and  farcical,  and  tended 
to  bring  upon  all  of  them  the  ridicule  of  their  enemies.  The 
Americans  fuffered  much  from  the  weather,  and  not  lefs  from 
the  failure  of  the  expedition.  Many  of  them  afterward  croffed 
the  North-river,  and  proceeded  to  Morriftown. 

About  the  time  this  fruitlefs  expedition  commenced,  and  three 
days  before  gen.  Wafhington's  proclamation,  plundering  had 
become  fo  prevalent  among  the  American  troops,  that  his  ex- 
cellency had  inferted  in  general  orders — "  The  general  prohibits, 
both  in  the  militia  and  continental  troops,  in  the  moil  pofitive 
terms,  the  infamous  practices  of  plundering  the  inhabitants,  un- 
der the  fpecious  pretence  of  their  being  tories.  It  is  our  bufinefs 
to  give  protection  and  fupport  to  the  poor  diftrefled  inhabitants, 
not  to  multiply  and  increafe  their  calamaties.  After  this  order, 
any  officer  found  plundering  the  inhabitants  under  the  pretence 
of  their  being  tories,  may  expect  to  be  punifhed  in  the  fevered 
manner.  The  adjutant  general  to  furnifh  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  each  divifion  with  a  copy  of  thefe  orders,  who  is  to  circu- 
late copies  among  his  troops  immediately."  You  will  regret, 
that  while  theBritifh  and  Heffians  plunder  the  Americans,  upon 
the  plea  of  their  being  rebels  ;  thefe  fhould  plunder  their  own 
countrymen  upon  the  plea  of  their  being  tories.  Humanity  and 
good  fenfe  mould  dictate  a  different  line  of  conduct,  from  a  be- 
lief, that  men  of  oppofite  fentiments  may  aft  confcientioufly, 
while  taking  contrary  parts  in  a  civil  conteft. 

Near  upon  2000  of  the  Britifh  went  on  a  foraging  party  from 
Amboy.  They  attacked  the  American  guards  and  drove  them 
five  or  fix  miles.  When  the  latter  were  reinforced  by  general 
Maxwell,  with  about  1400  men,  chiefly  militia,  the  others  re- 
treated with  fuch  precipitation,  as  to  be  able  to  return  but  two 
■fires,  and  left  behind  them  fix  of  their  men  prifoners  and  two 
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dead.  Thus  are  the  troops  under  lord  Cornwallis  watched,  ftrait- 
ened,  and  obliged  to  undergo  the  hardfhips  of  a  moft  fevere  and 
unremitting  duty  ;  though  he  has  been  ftrengthened  by  a  brigade 
of  Britifli,  and  fome  companies  of  grenadiers  and  light  infantry 
from  Rhode-Ifland.  The  order  for  thefe  troops  was  fentto  lord 
Percy,  gen.  Clinton  being  gone  to  England.  Lord  Percy  did 
not  immediately  comply  ;  but  returned  for  anfwer,  that  the  ene- 
my were  colle£ting  a  large  force  near  Providence,  of  which  cir- 
cumftance  he  fuppofed  gen.  Howe  was  unacquainted  ;  that  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  reprefent  this  matter,  and  to  add,  that  he 
apprehended  it  would  be  dangerous  to  the  fervice  there,  to  fend 
away  fo  large  a  corps.  Gen.  Howe  replied,  that  lord  Percy- 
knew  the  confequence  of  difobedience  of  orders,  trial  by  court 
martial,  and  certain  fentence  of  being  broke  ;  but  that  he  was 
inclined  to  fhowhis  lordfhip  all  the  indulgence  that  his  fervices 
deferved,  at  the  fame  time  he  infifted  upon  his  orders  being 
punclually  obeyed.  His  lordfhip's  feelings  have  been  fo  hurt  by 
this  reply,  that  it  is  apprehended,  he  will  not  remain  long  in  a 
lituation  that  fubjects  him  to  gen.  Howe. 

The  American  recruiting  fervice  went  on  moft  wretchedly. — 
The  returns  which  gen.  Wafhington  received  from  different 
quarters,  were  of  fo  extraordinary  a  nature,  that  he  fufpected 
the  moft  abominable  fraud  and  embezzlement  of  the  public  mo- 
ney. The  accounts  of  defertion  almoft  furpalfed  belief,  and  af- 
forded him  the  higheft  probability,  that  officers  were  tempted, 
by  the  great  bounty  allowed,  to  exhibit  a  number  of  pretended 
recruits,  that  were  never  in  reality  inlifted.  But  the  evil  he 
complained  of,  was  owing  greatly  to  the  prevailing  method  of 
inlifting  men,  viz.  the  paying  of  them  the  bounty,  and  then  fuf- 
fering  them  to  ramble  about  the  country,  by  which  means  they 
inlifted  with  half  a  dozen  officers.  Inftead  of  being  formidable 
by  the  middle  of  March,  he  wrote,  [March  6.]  "  After  the  fif- 
teenth, when  gen.  Lincoln's  militia  leave  us,  we  fhall  only  have 
the  remains  of  the  five  Virginia  regiments,  who  do  not  amount 
altogether  to  more  than  five  or  fix  hundred  men,  and  two  of  the 
other  continental  battalions  very  weak.  The  reft  of  our  army 
is  compofed  of  fmall  parties  of  militia  from  this  ftate  and  Penn- 
fylvania  :  and  little  dependance  can  be  put  upon  the  militia,  as 
they  come  and  go  when  they  pleafe.  If  the  enemy  do  not  move 
it  will  be  a  miracle  :  nothing  but  ignorance  of  our  numbers,  and 
fituation,  can  protect  us."  He  has  fince  owned,  that  during 
the  latter  part  of  this  laft  winter,  he  and  his  army  have  remained 
at  the  mercy  of  the  royal  troops,  with  fometimes  fcarcely  a 
fiifficient  body  of  men  to  mount  the  ordinary  guards,  liable  every 
moment  to  be  diffipated,  if  the  enemy  had  only  thought  proper 
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to  march  againft  them.  The  general's  whole  force,  including 
militia,  at  Morriftown  and  the  feveral  out-pofis,  amounted  often 
to  not  more  that  1500  men  :  and  it  has  been  aiferted,  upon  ap- 
parently good  authority,  that  he  repeatedly  could  not  mufter 
more  at  Morriftown  than  between  three  and  four  hundred.  In 
writing  officially  upon  the  fubjc£l  to  the  governor  and  council  of 
Connecticut,  the  reprefentation  he  gave  of  affairs  drew  tears 
from  the  eyes  of  thofe  who  heard  the  letter  read.  While  gen. 
Wafhington  was  at  this  low  ebb  with  his  army,  gentlemen  of 
five  thoufand  pounds  fortune  or  more,  and  many  others  who 
were  men  of  fubftance,  though  not  equal  to  that,  did  duty  as 
centinels  at  his  doors  and  elfewhere. 

Though  gen.  Howe  made  no  capital  flroke  at  the  commander 
in  chief  of  the  Americans  ;  yet  he  concerted  an  operation  againft 
the  poft  which  gen.  M'Dougall  occupied,  and  where  a  confider- 
able  quantity  of  provifions  and  ftores  was  depofited.  A  detach- 
ment of  ,500  men  under  col.  Bird,  was  convoyed  by  the  Brune 
frigate  to  Peek's-kill,  near  fifty  miles  from  New-York.  They 
landed  on  the  23d  of  March.  As  the  general  had  but  250  men 
fit  for  duty,  inftead  of  600  to  guard  the  place,  which  lay  in  a  bot- 
tom and  was  not  tenable,  he  fired  the  principal  ftore-houfes,  and 
then  quitted  the  town  in  order  to  occupy  the  important  pafs 
through  the  highlands,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river,  about  two 
miles  and  a  half  diftant.  The  fire  rendered  ufelefs  the  only 
wharf  where  it  was  practicable  to  embark  the  remaining  ftores 
in  convenient  time,  which  made  it  expedient  to  deftroy  the 
greater  part.  Col.  Bird  having  done  it,  and  hearing  a  reinforce- 
ment was  expe£led  by  the  Americans,  re-embarked  the  fame  dav. 
The  lofs  of  rum,  molafles,  flour,  bifcuit,  pork,  beef,  wheat,  oats, 
hay,  tallow,  iron  pots,  camp  kettles,  canteens,  bowls,  nails,  wag- 
gons and  carts,  barracks,  ftore-houfes,  floops  and  pettiaugers  la- 
den with  provifions,  was  very  confiderable,  far  beyond  what  was 
given  out  by  the  Americans,  though  not  of  that  importance  and 
magnitude,  as  to  anfwer  the  expectations  of  gen.  Howe.  Gen. 
Wafhington  had  repeatedly  guarded  the  commiffary  againft  fuf- 
fering  anv  large  quantities  of  provifions  to  lie  near  the  water,  in 
fuch  places  as  were  acce {fable  to  the  enemy's  lhipping  ;  but  he 
had  not  been  properly  attended  to. 

The  want  of  mufkets  occafioned  a  delay  in  forwarding  the 
new  troops  from  the  Maffachufetts  :  but  many  of  the  militia  from 
that  ftate  were  perfuaded  to  remain  at  Morriftown  for  fome  weeks 
longer  than  the  fixed  time  of  fervice.  Fifteen  hundred  of  the 
new  troops  would  have  been  upon  their  march,  but  the  general 
court  could  not  fupply  them  with  arms.  The  perplexity  occa- 
fioned by  this  circumftance  was  however  of  fhort   continuance. 

On 


'A.Q.  1777.]     AMERICAN    REVOLUTION.      185 

On  the  day  of  its  commencement,  or  the  following,  a  veffcl  of 
fourteen  guns  from  France  arrived  at  Portfmouth  with  364  cafes, 
containing  11,987  ftand  :  fhe  had  alfo  on  board  a  thoufand  bar- 
rels of  powder,  11,000  gun  flints,  48  bales  of  woollens,  ami  a 
frnall  quantity  of  handkerchiefs',  cottons,  linens,  and  other  arti- 
cles. Congrefs  were  under  a  fimilar  diirrefs  with  the  Maflachu- 
fetts  general  court,  as  to  the  procuring  of  arms  for  gen.  Wafh- 
ington's  army  :  but  obtained  a  fimilar  relief,  by  the  arrival  of  a 
veffel,  ("March  24.]  with  10,000  ftand,  befide  a  great  number 
of  gun  locks.  Thefe  feafonable  arrivals  will  furnifh  an  ample 
fupplv  of  arms  :  the  main  difficulty  will  now  be  to  get  men  to 
ufe  them.  Doftor  Franklin  arrived  at  Nantz  the  13th  of  De- 
cember. 

The  brilliancy  of  the  fucceffes,  which  have  attended  the  Ame- 
rican arms  fince  laft  Chriftmas,  and  their  mo  ft  happy  confequen- 
ces  in  changing  the  complexion  of  the  times,  mull:  raife  the  cha- 
racter of  gen.  Wafliington  as  highly  in  Europe  as  it  has  done  in 
America  ;  and  may  lead  fanguine  fpirits,  who  are  ftrangers  to 
the  real  circumftances  of  the  country,  to  imagine  that  he  will 
foon  be  able  to  drive  all  before  him  ;  but  it  will  require  his  ut- 
moft  abilities  to  aft  in  fo  defenfive  a  manner,  as  to  fecure  him- 
felf  from  injury,  and  at  the  fame  time  fruftrate  the  offenfive  plans  . 
of  the  enemy.  He  is  indeed  to  have  the  afliftance  of  a  body  of 
cavalry,  which  will  be  of  confiderable  advantage. 

You  will  fcarce  think  it  beneath  remarking,  that  when  the 
royal  army  had  poffeffed  themfelves  of  the  Jerfeys,  and  the  Ame- 
rican affairs  were  at  the  loweft  ebb,  there  was  not  a  fingle  ftate, 
or  capital  town  or  citv,  (if  not  wholly  in  the  power  of  the  ene- 
my) that  made  advances  toward  fubmiflion.  But  in  the  month 
of  January,  the  tories  rofe  to  a  great  bead,  in  the  counties  of 
Somerfet  and  Worcefter,  in  the  ftate  of  Maryland  ;  fo  that  in 
the  beginning  of  February,  the  congrefs  were  obliged  to  employ 
.feverai  battalions  (before  they  could  march  forward  to  join  gen. 
Wafliington)  in  fuppreffirlg  the  insurgents. 

Committees,  from  the  four  New-England  ftates,  had  a  meet- 
ing ;  fince  which  their  proceedings  were  laid  before  congrefs  ; 
and  the  laft  have  refolved,  [Feb.  1,5.  |  •  "  That  the  plan  for  regu- 
lating the  price  of  labour,  of  manufactures,  and  internal  produce 
within  thofc  ftates,  and  of  goods  imported  from  foreign  pa::s, 
except  military  ftores,  be  referred  to  the  confideration  of  the 
other  United  States  ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  them  to 
adopt  fuch  meafures,  as  they  {hall  think  molt  expedient  to  remeJv 
the  evils  occafioned  by  the  prefent  fluctuating  and  exorbitant 
prices  of  the  articles  aforefaid  : — That  for  this  purpofe  it  be  re- 
commended to  the  legiflaUuses,  or  in  their  recefs,  to  the  execu- 
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tive  powers  of  the  flates  of  New-York,  New-Jerfcy,  Pennfylva- 
nia,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  to  appoint  commiffion- 
ersto  meet  at  Yorktown  in  Pennfylvania,  on  the  third  Monday 
in  March  next,  to  confider  of  and  form  a  fyflem  of  regulation 
adapted  to  thofe  dates,  to  be  laid  before  the  refpeftive  legifla- 
tures  of  each  ftate,  for  their  approbation  : — That  for  the  like 
purpofe,  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflatures,  or  executive 
powers  in  the  recefs  of  the  legiflatures  of  the  flates  of  North-Ca- 
rolina, South-Carolina,  and  Georgia,  to  appoint  commiffioners 
to  meet  at  Charleftown  in  South-Carolina  on  the  ftrft  Monday 
in  May  next."  Some  of  the  New-England  flates  had  paffed  acts 
for  regulating  prices,  before  thefe  refolutions. 

On  the  27th,  congrefs  adjourned  to  meet  at  Philadelphia 
the  following  Wednefday.  Before  adjourning  they  recom- 
mended to  the  feveral  flates,  the  paffing  of  laws  to  put  a  flop  to 
the  diftilling  of  grain. 

Congrefs  having  difmiffed  doflor  Samuel  Stringer,  direcfor 
of  the  hofpital  in  the  northern  department  of  the  army,  (at  the 
fame  time  they  difmiffed  Dr.  Morgan)  gen.  Schuyler  took  of- 
fence at  it,  and  expreffed  himfelf  unguardedly  in  fome  of  his 
official  letters  :  upon  that  it  was  "  Refolved,  [March  15.]  That 
as  congreTs  proceeded  to  the  difmiffion  of  Dr.  Stringer,  upon 
reafons  fatisfaclory  to  themfelves,  gen.  Schuyler  ought  to  have 
known  it  to  be  his  duty  to  have  acquiefced  therein  : — That  the 
fuggeftion  in  gen.  Schuyler's  letter  to  congrefs,  that  it  was  a  com- 
pliment due  to  him  to  have  been  advifed  of  the  reafons  of  Dr, 
Stringer's  difmiffion,  is  highly  derogatory  to  the  honor  of  con- 
grefs ;  and  that  the  prefident  be  defired  to  acquaint  gen.  Schuy- 
ler, that  it  is  expected  his  letters  for  the  future,  be  written  in  a 
fiyle  more  fuitable  to  the  dignity  of  the  reprefentative  body  of 
thefe  free  and  independent  flates,  and  to  his  own  character  as  their 
officer  : — Refolved,  That  it  is  altogether  improper  and  incon- 
fifient  with  the  dignity  of  this  congrefs,  to  interfere  in  difputes 
fubfifting  among  the  officers  of  the  army,  which  ought  to  be  fet- 
tled, unlefs  they  can  be  otherwife  accommodated,  in  a  court 
martial,  agreeable  to  the  rules  of  the  army  ;  and  that  the  expref- 
fion  in  gen.  Schuyler's  letter  of  the  fourth  of  February — "  That 
fee  confidently  expecled  congrefs  would  have  done  him  that  juf- 
tice,  which  it  was  in  their  power  to  give,  and  which  he  humbly 
conceives  they  ought  to  have  done" — were  to  fay  the  leaft,  ill— 
advifed  and  highly  indecent. 

[Jan.  24.]  *'  Refolved,  That  gen.  Wafhington  be  informed 
that  it  never  was  the  intention  of  congrefs,  that  he  fhould  be 
bound  by  the  majority  of  voices  in  a  council  of  war  contrary  to 
his  own  judgment : — That  the  commander  in  chief  in  every  de- 
partment 
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partment  be  made  acquainted,  that  though  he  may  confult  the 
general  officers  under  him,  yet  he  is  not  bound  by  their  opinion  ; 
but  ought  finally  to  direcl  every  meafure  according  to  his  own 
judgment.'' 

In  the  month  of  January,  gen.  Howe  difcharged  all  the   pri- 
vates, who  were  prifoners    in   New-York.     Great   complaints 
were  made  of  the  horrid  ufage  the  Americans  met  with  after  they 
were  captured.     The  garrifon  of  Fort  Wafhington  furrendered 
by  capitulation  to  gen.  Howe  the  16th  of  November.  The  terms 
were,  that  the  fort  fhould  be  furrendered,  the  troops    be   confi- 
dered  prifoners  of  war,  and  that  the  American   officers   fhould 
keep  their  baggage  and  fide  arms.     Thefe  articles  were    figned 
and  afterward  publifhed  in  the  New- York  papers.     Major  Otho 
Holland  Williams,  of  Rawlings's  rifle  regiment,  in   doing  his 
duty  that  day,  unfortunately  fell  into  the  hands    of  the  enemy. 
The  haughty,  imperious  deportment  of  the  officers,  and  the  in- 
folent  fcurrility  of  the  foldiers  of  the  Britifh  army,  foon  difpel- 
led  his  hopes  of  being  treated  with  lenity.     Many  of  the  Ame- 
rican officers  were  plundered  of  their  baggage,  and  robbed  of 
their  fide  arms,  hats,  cockades,  &c.  and   otherwife  grofsly  ill- 
treated.     He  and  three  companions  were  (on  the  third  day)  put 
on  board  the  Baltic-merchant,  an  hofpital  (hip,  then  lying   in 
the  Sound.     The  wretchednefs  of  his  fituation  was  in  fome  de- 
gree alleviated,  by  a  fmall  pittance  of  pork  and  parfnip,  which  a 
good  nafciued  failor  fpated  him  from  his  own  mefs.     The  fourth 
day  of  their  captivity,  Rawlings,  Hanfon,  MTntire   and  him- 
felf,  all  wounded  officers,  were  put  into  one  common  dirt  cart, 
and  dragged  through  the  city  of  New-York,  as  objects  of  deri- 
fion,  reviled  as  rebels,  and  treated  with  the  utmoft  contempt. — ■ 
From  the  cart  they  were  fet  down  at  the  door  of  an  old  wafle. 
houfe  (the  remains  of  Hamden  Hall)  near  Bridewell,  which,  be- 
caufe  of  the  opennefs  and  filthinefs  of  the  place,  he  had  a  few  months 
before  refufed  as  barracks  for  his  privates ;  but  now  was  willing 
to  accept  for  himfelf  and  friends,  in  hopes  of  finding  an  inter- 
miffion  of  the  fatigue  and  perfecution  they  had  perpetually  ftrf- 
fered.     Some  provifions  were  iffued  to  the  prifoners  in  the  af- 
ternoon of  that  day,  what  quantity  he  could  not  declare,  but  it  was 
of  the  worft  quality  he  ever,  till  then,  faw  made  ufe   of.     He 
was  informed  the  allowance  confifted  of  fix  ounces  of  pork,  one 
pound  of  bifcuit,  and  fome  peas  per  day  for  each  man,  and   two 
bufhels  and  a  half  of  fea  coal  per  week  for  the  officers  to   each 
fire  place.     Thefe  were  admitted  on  parole,  and  lived  generally 
in  wafte  houfes.     The  privates  in  the  coldeft  feafon  of  the  year 
were  clofe  confined  in   churches,  fugar  houfes,  and  other  open 
buildings  (which  admitted  all  kinds  of  weather)  and  confequent- 
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ly  were  fubjecfcd  to  the  fevereil  kind  of  perfecution  that  ever  un- 
ipnunate  captives  fuffered.  Officers  were  infulted,  and  often 
ftruck  for  attempting  to  afford  fome  of  the  miferable  privates  a 
fma]]  relief.  In  about  three  weeks  he  was  able  to  walk,  and  was 
himielf  a  witnefs  of  the  extreme  wretchednefs  his  countrymen 
fuffered.  He  could  not  defcribe  their  mifery.  Their  conititu- 
tioris  were  not  equal  to  the  rigor  of  the  treatment  they  received, 
and  the  confequence  was  the  death  of  many  hundreds.  The 
officers  were  not  allowed  to  take  muftef  rolls,  nor  even  to  vifit 
their  men,  fa  that  it  was  impoffible  to  afcertain  the  numbers  that 
"perifhed  ;  but  from  frequent  reports  and  his  own  obfervations, 
he  verily  believed,  as  well  as  had  heard  many  officers  give  it  as 
their  opinion,  that  not  lefs  than  fifteen  hundred  prifoners  perifh- 
ed in  the  courfe  of  a  few  weeks  in  the  city  of  New-York,  and 
that  this  dreadful  mortality  was  principally  owing  to  the  want  of 
provifions,  and  extreme  cold.  If  they  computed  too  largely,  it 
mull  be  afcribed  to  the  Knocking  brutal  manner  of  treating  the 
dead  bodies,  and  not  to  any  defire  of  exaggerating  the  account 
of  their  fufferings.  When  the  king's  commiifarv  of  priloners 
intimated  te  fome  of  the  American  officers,  gen.  Howe's  inten- 
tion offending  the  privates  home  on  parole,  they  all  earneftly 
defined  it ;  a  paper  was  figncd  fexprefling  that  defire  :  the  reafon 
for  iigning  was,  they  weil  knew  the  effeefs  of  a  longer  confine- 
ment, and  the  great  numbers  that  died  when  on  parole  juftified 
their  pretenfions  to  that  knowledge.  In  January  almoft  all  the  offi- 
cers were  lent  to  Long-Ifland  on  parole,  and  there  billetted  on  the 
inhabitants  at  two  dollars  per  week  **. 

The  filth  in  the  churches  (in  confequence  of  fluxes)  was  be- 
yond description.  Seven  dead  have  been  fcen  in  one  of  them, 
at  the  fame  time,  lying  among  the  excrements  of  their  bodies. — 
The  Bntiih  foidiers  weie  full  of  their  low  and  infulting  jokes  on 
thofe  occafions,  but  lefs  malignant  than  the  tories.  The  provi- 
fion  dealt  out  to  the  prifoners  was  not  fufficient  for  the  lupport 
of  life  ;  and  was  deficient  in  quantity,  more  fo  in  quality.  The 
bread  was  loathfome  and  not  fit  to  be  eaten,  and  was  thought  to 
have  been  condemned.  The  allowance  of  meat  was  trifling,  and 
of  he  bafeft  fort.  The  confequence  was,  a  fufpicion  of  a  pre- 
meditated and  fyftematical  plan  to  deftroy  the  youths  of  the  land, 
thereby  to  deter  the  country.-  The  integrity  of  thefe  fuffering 
prifoners  was  hardly  credible.  Hundreds  fubfnitted  to  death, 
rather  than  inlrft  in  the  Britifb  fervice,  which  they  were  mo  ft 
generally  preffed  to  do.  Ir  was  the  opinion  of  the  American 
officers  that  gen.  Howe  perfectly  unclcrllood  the   condition   of 

*  The  major's  letter  to  col.  HaTrifon,  one  olgea.  Waflung*onT8  fecre- 
tai.e-,  after  be: tig  exchanged  for  major  AdantU 

the 
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the  private  foldiers  ;  and  they  from  thence  argued,  that  it  was 
exactly  fuch  as  he  and  his  council  had  deviled.  Alter  general 
Washington's  fuccefs  in  the  Jerfeys,  the  obduracy  and  malevo- 
lence ol  the  rovalills  fiibfided  in  fome  mealure.  The  lurviving 
prifoners  were  ordered  to  be  lent  out  for  an  exchange  ;  but  fe- 
veral  of  them  fell  down  dead  in  the  Itreets,  while  attempting  to 
walk,  to  the  veilels  *. 

General  Washington  wrote  to  gen.  Howe  in  the  beginning  of 
April,  "  It  is  a  fact  not  to  be  quellioned,  that  the  ufage  of  our  pri- 
foners while  in  your  pofleflion,  the  privates  at  leaft,  was  fuch  as 
could  not  be  jultihed.  This  was  proclaimed  by  the  concurrent 
teftimony  of  all  who  came  out.  Their  appearance  fanctified  the 
alfertion,  and  melancholy  experience  in  the  fpeedy  death  of  a 
large  part  of  them,  Itamped  it  with  infallible  certainty."  The 
cruel  treatment  of  the  prifoners  being  the  fubjecf.  of  converfation 
among  fome  officers,  captured  by  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  gen.  Par- 
fons,  who  was  of  the  company,  faid  "  I  am  very  glad  of  it."  They 
expreifed  their  altonilhment,  and  defired  him  to  explain  hirnlelf. 
He  thus  addrelfed  them,  "  You  have  been  taken  by  gen.  Carle- 
ton,  and  he  has  ufed  you  with  great  humanity,  would  you  be  in- 
clined to  fight  again  fl  him  ?"  The  anfwer  was,  No.  "  So,"  ad- 
ded Parlous,  "  would  it  have  been,  had  the  troops  taken  by  Howe 
been  treated  in  like  manner  ;  but  now  through  this  cruelty  we 
fhail  get  another  army."  The  honorable  William  Smith,  efq;f 
now  at  Haverllraw,  learning  how  the  Britiih  uied  the  prifoners, 
and  concluding  it  would  operate  to  that  end  by  enraging  the  Ame- 
ricans, applied  to  the  committee  of  the  New-York  ftate,  for  leave 
to  go  into  the  city,  and  remonfirate  with  the  Britiih  upon  fuch 
cruel  treatment,  which  he  doubted  not  but  that  he  fhould  put  a 
flop  to.  The  committee  however,  either  from  knowing  what 
effect  the  cruelties  would  have  in  ftrengthenkig  the  oppofitiou 
to  Britain,  or  from  jealoufies  of  his  being,  in  fome  other  way, 
of  differ  vice  to  the  American  caufe,  or  from  thefe  united,  would 
not  grant  his  requeft.  Gen.  Gates  has  been  repeatedly  heard  to 
lay  to  the  following  purport — "  Had  gen.  Howe  feen  to  it,  that 
the  prifoners,  and  Jerfcv  inhabitants,  when  lubdued,  were  treat- 
ed with  as  much  humanity  and  kindnefs  as  Sir  Guy  Carleton  ex- 
erciied  toward  his  prifoners,  it  would  have  been  all  up  with  the 
Americans." 

The  congrefs  commifiioners  for  treating  with  the  Indians  of 
the    fix    nations,  and  their  brethren   on  the  Sulquehanna,  have 

*  See  co!.  Allen's  pamphlets,  snd  alfo  the  hon.  William  Henry  Dray- 
tun's  publication  at  Philadelphia,  Oil.  24,  177S,  addreffed  to  the  com - 
njiffioners,  Carh'fle,  Clinton,  :snd  Btien. 

f  Since  appointed  chief  juttice  of  Canada. 

had 
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had  repeated  meetings  with  them.  They  had  one  the  lad  Auguft 
at  the  German  Flats ;  when  Adam,  aji  Oghuaga  Sachem,  made 
mention  of  the  line  that  was  fettled  between  the  Indians  and 
whites  at  the  treaty  at  Fort  Stanwix  ;  and  obferved,  that  by  the 
agreement  the  whites  were  not  to  encroach  upon  their  lands  ;  but 
that  of  late  fome  of  the  white  people  had  made  encroachments  by 
furveying  their  hunting  grounds,  clofe  up  to  their  habitations. 
He  defired  the  commiflioners  to  confider  it,  and  hoped  for  re- 
drefs.  They  allured  the  Indians,  that  the  great  council  at  Phila- 
delphia would  effeclually  put  a  flop  to  fuch  wicked  practices,  and 
punilh  every  perfon  that  mould  offend  againft  their  orders.  "  If 
any  perfons  (fay  they)  lhall  come  upon  your  lands,  we  defire  you 
will  immediately  bring  them  to  the  minifter,  that  he  may  write 
down  their  names  and  inform  us  of  it,  and  then  we  lhall  imme- 
diately proceed  againft  them.  Brothers,  you  may  all  reft  allured, 
that  no  white  people  will  be  fuffered  to  pafs  the  line  fettled  at 
Fort  Stanwix  ;  for  although  that  agreement  was  made  with  the 
king,  yet  as  you  are  fatisfied  with  it,  we  lhall  take  care  that  it  is 
complied  with."  Since  then,  fome  of  the  Indians  have  com- 
plained of  a  number  of  people,  who  have  gone  over  the  line, 
and  fettled  on  the  weft  branch  of  the  wSufquehanna,  contrary  to 
the  Fort  Stanwix  treaty  ;  and  threatened  they  would  not  fuffer 
them  to  ftay.  The  people  have  not  any  legal  claim  to  the  ground 
in  the  opinion  of  the  commiflioners  ;  who  fuppofe  that  col.  But- 
ler, upon  coming  to  Niagara,  feized  upon  this  affair  as  a  fit  in- 
ftrurnent  to  foment  a  difference.  But  the  difference,  it  is  hoped, 
will  be  prevented  by  a  late  treaty  at  Eafton,  which  ended  Februa- 
ry the  fixth  to  mutual  fatisfaclion.  The  commiflioners  fay,  "  We 
remember  the  agreement  at  Fort  Stanwix.  Our  people  ought 
not  to  have  bought,  and  your  people  not  to  have  fold  lands  con- 
trary to  the  former  agreement.  We  blame  both.  We  will  tell 
this  matter  to  congrels,  who  will  enquire,  and  not  fuffer  the  old 
agreement  to  be  broken  by  any  of  their  people.  They  will  call 
the  intruders  back,  and  do  ftricr.  juftice  to  both  fides."  The  In- 
dians feemingly  mean  to  adhere  fteadily  to  their  engagements  of 
neutrality  ;  and  abfolutely  proteft  againft  either  the  enemy  march- 
ing through  their  country  by  way  of  Niagara,  to  attack  the  Unit- 
ed States ;  or  the  army  of  the  latter  marching  that  way  to  attack 
their  enemy. 

The  Americans  were  not  in  readinefs  to  begin  their  naval  ho- 
flilities  at  a  diltance  from  their  own  coafts  till  late  in  the  laft  year. 
That  circumllance  however,  was  of  no  great  difadvantage,  by 
reafon  of  an  unexpected  occurrence.  The  difcovery  of  an  in- 
tended confpiracy  among  the  negroes  of  Jamaica,  detained  the 
fleet  till  after  the  cullomary  time  of  failing.  Through  this  deten- 
tion, 
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tion,  it  failed  at  a  feafon  that  was  accompanied  with  much  tem- 
pefluous  weather,  which  fcattered  the  fhips,  and  expofed  them 
to  fuch  American  cruifers,  as  lay  in  wait  for  them  in  the  latitudes 
through  which  they  were  to  pafs  in  their  voyage  homeward.  The 
confequence  was,  that  many  of  them  were  taken  by  the  Ameri- 
can privateers.  The  trade  from  the  other  iflands  fuffered  pro- 
portionally ;  fo  that  by  the  clofe  of  the  year,  the  Britifh  lofs  in 
captures,  exclufive  of  tranfports  and  government  ftore-fhips,  was 
confiderable  higher  than  a  million  flerling.  The  privateers  were 
at  no  difficulty  as  to  the  difpofal  of  their  prizes.  The  ports  of 
France  and  Spain,  efpecially  the  firft,  were  open  to  them,  both 
in  Europe,  and  in  their  American  dominions.  In  the  lafl  the 
captors  fold  them  openly,  without  any  colour  of  difguife.  On 
remonftrances  from  the  Britifh  court,  a  little  more  decorum  was 
obferved  in  Europe,  and  a  check  given  to  the  avowed  fale  of 
them ;  for  a  while  they  were  obliged  to  quit  the  harbours,  and 
were  purchafed  at  the  entrance,  or  in  the  offing.  But  in  the  Weft- 
India  iflands  the  real  inclinations  of  the  French  were  undifguifed. 
They  not  only  purchafed  the  prizes  as  fall  as  they  could  be  brought 
into  port :  they  moreover  fitted  out  privateers,  under  American 
colours  and  commifhons,  and  with  a  few  American  feamen  on 
board  (at  times  probably  not  any)  carried  on  a  war  upon  the  Bri- 
tifh commerce. 

Though  many  have  been  the  captures  made  by  the  fhips  and 
armed  veffels  of  the  Britifh  navy,  they  have  not  counterbalanced, 
cither  in  number  or  value,  thofe  taken  by  the  Americans  from 
Great-Britain.  Several  of  them  indeed  were  laden  with  flour, 
and  other  articles  for  the  trade  of  the  Weft-Indies  ;  and  fo  pro- 
ved a  timely  relief  to  the  Britifh  iflands,  which  were  fuffering 
much,  through  the  deprivation  they  lay  under,  of  thofe  various 
fupplies  with  which  they  had  been  before  furnifhed  from  the 
American  continent. 

The  minifterialifts  at  New-York  will  undoubtedly  amufe  the 
nation  with  accounts  of  the  thoufands,  who  have  formed  them- 
felves  into  military  corps  under  the  aufpices  of  gen.  Sir  William 
Howe,  as  he  is  now  to  be  ftiled  from  the  honor  conferred  upoa 
him,  for  his  fuccefs  on  Long-Ifland.  But  when  the  campaign, 
comes  to  be  opened  by  Sir  William,  you  will  find  that  they  are 
reduced  to  hundreds  ;  and  that  the  acquisition  of  ftrength  derived 
from  the  country,  whatever  flattering  appearance  it  may  have  up- 
on paper,  is  no  wife  anfwerable  to  the  report.  GovenorTryon 
made  a  parade  in  black  and  white  before  lord  George  Germain, 
with  his  two  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  feventy  inhabitants 
of  New- York,  who  have  qualified  bv  taking  an  oath  of  allegiance 
and  fidelity  to  his  majefty.     By  the  aid  of  the  mayor,  he  may  in- 

creafe 
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crcafc  them  to  three  thoufand  and  twenty.  He  may  add  thofe  at- 
tested on  Staten-Ifland  and  clfewhere,  and  make  the  whole  amount 
to  five  thoufand  fix  hundred  men.  He  may  alfo  tell  of  the  loyal 
inhabitants  of  Queen's  county,  who  have  received  eight  hundred 
ftand  of  arms,  with  demonstrations  of  joy,  and  with  a  profeffed 
refolution  to  ufe  them  in  defence  of  the  ifland*.  But  the  fer- 
vice  they  will  be  of  to  government,  in  the  great  American  con- 
teft,  will  be  next  to  nought. 

The  Georgia  reprefentatives,  met  in  convention,  unanimoufly 
agreed  in  a  constitution  for  that  ltate,  on  the  5th  of  February. 


Friend  G. 


LETTER       VII. 

London,  June  7,    lyy/- 


MR.  Sayer  fued  Lord  Rochford,  in  the  court  of  Common 
Pleas,  about  this  time  twelvemonth,  for  illegal  imprifon- 
ment ;  the  jury  granted  him  a  thoufand  pounds  damages,  iubjecl: 
to  the  opinion  of  the  court  upon  a  point  of  law.  Thus  ended 
an  affair,  which  in  the  commencement  occafioned  a  great  buitle 
among  the  people. 

An  unaccountable  indifference  poffeffed  the  nation,  through 
the  laft  fummer.  When  at  length  the  American  cruifers,  not 
only  fcoured  the  Atlantic,  but  fpreading  over  the  European 
feas,  brought  alarm  and  hoftilitv  to  our  doors — when  the  de- 
finition which  befel  the  homeward  bound  richly  laden  Weft- 
India  fleets,  poured  equal  ruin  upon  the  planters  in  the  iflands, 
and  the  merchants  at  home — even  in  that  ftale  of  public  lofs  and 
private  diftrefs,  an  unufual  phlegm  prevailed,  and  the  fame  tran- 
quil countenance  was  preferved,  by  thofe  who  had  not  yet  par- 
taken of  the  calamity. 

Adminiftration  had  acquired  fuch  an  appearance  of  liability, 
as  feemed  to  render  them,  for  fome  confiderable  time  to  come, 
fupcrior  to  the  frowns  of  fortune.  Supported  by  an  irrefifti- 
ble  majority  in  parliament,  they  were  already  rmed  with  every 

*  See  his  letter  publiflied  in  the  Gazette,  and  in  the  Remembrancer, 
vol.  V.  p.   jci. 

power, 
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power,  which  they  were  capable  of  defiring  for  the  eflablithment 
of  their  American  fyftem.    JBut   the  conduct  of  the  French  and 

Spaniards  gave  them  juft  caufe  of  alarm. The  French  and 

Spanifh  miniftry  not  only  connived  at  the  encouragement  given 
to  the  American  privateers,  but  filled  the  ports  of  both  king- 
doms, with  fuch  indications  as  denoted  that  objects  of  far  higher 
and  more  dangerous  importance  were  in  contemplation.  The 
naval  preparations  carried  on  by  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  became 
at  length  fo  formidable,  that  fixteen  Britilh  fhips  of  the  line  were 
fuddenly  put  into  commiflion ;  [Oft.  25.]  and  the  unufual  me- 
thods taken  for  manning  them,  by  a  very  hot  unexpected  prefs, 
and  the  opening  of  houfes  of  rendezvous  for  fuch  feamen,  as 
would  enter  voluntarily  upon  the  proffered  bounty.  Some 
days  after,  a  proclamation  was  ifTued  for  a  general  fail  through 
England  and  Wales,  to  be  obferved  the  13th  of  December  fol- 
lowing. 

The  news  of  gen.  Howe's  fuccefs  on  Long-Ifland,  gave  the 
higheft  fatisfaftion  to  adminiftration,  and  the  flrongeft  hopes  of 
the  mod  decifive  good  confequences.  The  mefienger  of  the 
operations  had  been  but  two  days  in  London,  before  a  title  and 
badge  of  honor  was  bellowed  upon  the  general. 

On  the  laft  of  Oftober,  the  feflion  of  parliament  was  opened. 
The  royal  fpeech  feemed  to  breathe  indignation  and  refentment 
again  11  the  people  of  America;  and  the  receipt  of  alfurances  of 
amity  from  the  feveral  courts  of  Europe  was  flill  acknowledged. 
When  the  addrefs  of  the  houfe  of  commons  in  anfwer  to  it  was 
produced,  an  amendment  was  moved  for  by  lord  John  Caven- 
dilh,  and  fupported  by  a  fpeech  perhaps  the  mod  remarkable  of 
any  that  had  been  delivered  fince  the  commencement  of  the  trou- 
bles, for  the  freedom  and  pointednefs  with  which  it  was  exprefs- 
ed.  It  entered  into  a  comprehenfive  view  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Britifh  miniitrv  refpefting  America ;  and  reproached  them  with 
the  purfuit  of  fchemes  formed  for  the  reduction  and  chaflifement 
of  a  party,  fuppofed  toconfilt  of  fome  inconfiderate  and  factious 
men,  but  which  had,  in  the  iffue,  driven  thirteen  large  colonies 
into  an  open  and  armed  refinance.  Every  act  of  parliament,  it 
faul,  propofed  as  a  mean  of  procuring  peace  and  fubniHhon,  had 
proved,  on  the  contrary,  a  new  caufe  of  oppofition  and  hoftili- 
ty.  The  nation  was  now  almoft  inextricably  involved  in  a  bloody 
and  expenfive  civil  war,  which  threatened  to  exhault  the 
ftrength  of  the  Britifh  dominions,  and  to  lay  them  open  to  the 
molt  deplorable  calamities.  No  hearing  had  been  given  to  the 
reiterated  petitions  of  the  colonies,  nor  anv  ground  laid  for  a  re- 
conciliation, the  commiffioners  nominated  for  the  purpofe  of 
refloring  peace,  not  being  furnifhed  with  fufficient  powers  to 
bring  about  fo  defirable  an  end.     It  sbferved,  that  it  mud  have 
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been  expected,  that  the  American  feamen  and  fifhermen,  being 
indifcriminately  prohibited  from  the  peaceable  exercife  of  their 
occupations  and  declared  open  enemies,  would  betake  themfelves 
to  plunder,  and  wreak  their  vengeance  on    the  commerce  of 
Great-Britain.     After  a  variety  of  other  obfervations,  it  con- 
luded  with  declaring — "  We  fhould  look  with  the  utmoft  fhame 
and  horror,  upon  any  events  that  would  tend  to  bTeak  the  fpirit 
of  any  part  of  the  Britifh  nation,  and  to  bow  them  to  an  abje£t, 
unconditional  fubmiffion  to  any  power  whatfoever;  to  annihilate 
their  liberties,  and  to  fubdue  them  to  fervile  principles  and  paf- 
five  habits,  bv  the  force  of  foreign   mercenary  arms ;  becaufe 
amidft  the  exceffe6  and   abufes  which  have  happened,  we  muft 
refpect.    the   fpirit   and  principles    operating  in  thefe  commo- 
tions.     Our  wifh  is   to    regulate,    not    to    deftroy  them;  for 
though  differing  in  fome  circumftances,  thofe  very  principles  evi- 
dently bear  fo  exact  an  analogy  with  thofe  which  fupport  the  moft 
valuable  part  of  our  own  conft itution,  that  it  is  impoffible,  with 
any  appearance  of  juftice,  to  think  of  wholly  extirpating  them 
by  the  fword,  in  any  part  of  the  Britifh  dominions,  without  ad- 
mitting confequences,  and  eftablifhing  precedents  the  moft  dan- 
gerous to  the  liberties  of  this  kingdom."     Debates  pro  and  con 
fucceeded,    It  was  the  fame  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  where  the  royal 
fpeech  underwent  a  no  lefs  fevere  fcrutiny.  Since  the  declaration 
of  independence,  the  debates  in  parliament  are  lefs  interesting  to 
the  Americans  than  formerly,  brevity  in  the  account  of  them 
will  therefore  be  moft  acceptable.    The  oppofition  faid — "  What 
can  minifters  mean  by  affurances   of  friendly  and  pacific  fenti- 
ments  from  abroad  ?  Poor  politicians  muft  they  be,  who  depend 
upon  fuch  affurances,  in  the  beft  of  times,  from  thofe  quarters 
whence  they  now  come.  Old  grudges  are  not  fo  eafily  forgotten  ; 
and  this  nation  has  every  thing  to  apprehend  from  thofe  to  whom 
it  has  done  fo  much  mifchief  in  the  laft  war.     Refentment  and 
ambition  will  go  on  hand  in  hand  upon  this  occafion,  and  will 
not  lofe  fo  fair  an  opportunity  of  revenge,  as  that  which  is  open- 
ed by  this  fatal  quarrel  between   Great-Britain  and  her  colonies. 
The  preparations  of  thofe  powers  who  fpeak  fo  friendly  a  lan- 
guage are  no  fecret ;  their  partiality  to  the  Americans  fhows  their 
intentions  to  this  country  ;  their  encouragement  to  the  privateers, 
which  are  capturing  the  Britifh  merchantmen,  is  a  fufBcient  ear- 
neft  of  the  defigns  that  are  uppermoft  in  their  councils,  and  is 
but  a  prelude  to  what  we  are  to  expect,  as  foon  as  circumftances 
have  brought  their  plans   to  maturity.     A  war  with  the  whole 
houfe  ot  Bourbon,  and  perhaps  with  other   powers,  will  be  the 
inevitable  confequence  of  continuing  hoflilities  in  America  ;  but 
fuch  a  war  at  prefent,  will  no  longer  referable  thofe   we  have 
formerly  waged  with  the  pruices  of  that  family.   Powerful  as  they 

were 


A.D.  1777.]     AMERICAN    REVOLUTION.       195 

were  at  that  time,  they  will  Hill  be  much  more  formidable  now 
that  the  ftrength  of  America  will  be  thrown  into  their  fcale.  It 
is  a  forrowful,  but  a  true  reflection,  that  one  half  of  the  Britifh 
nation  is  become  an  inftrument  in  the  hands  of  our  natural  ene- 
mies, with  which  moft  effectually  to  diftrefs  the  othe* .  Impel- 
led with  thefe  cogent  reafons,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man  who 
feels  them,  to  oppofe  an  addrefs,  approving  of  meafures  which 
mull,  if  perfifted  in,  terminate  in  calamities,  that  will  give  fuch 
deadly  wounds  to  Britain,  as  may  prove  incurable,  and  bring  her 
to  fuch  a  ftate  of  debility,  as  will,  from  one  of  the  firft  powers 
in  the  world,  reduce  her  to  hold  but  a  fecondary  rank  among  the 
European  nations." 

Administration  urged  in  favor  of  the  addrefs — "  Nothing  is 
recommended  by  it,  that  tends  to  opprefs  the  Americans :  no  more 
is  required  of  them  than  a  return  to  the  fame  obedience,  which 
every  other  fubjecl  is  bound  to  pay.  Is  it  confident  with  the 
wifdom  of  the  nation,  to  throw  away  the  fruits  of  the  infinite  cares" 
and  expences  it  has  bellowed  upon  the  colonies,  while  any  hope 
remains  of  reclaiming  them  from  their  defection  ?  To  give  them 
up,  will  be  to  refign  the  wealth,  the  ftrength,  and  the  impor- 
tance of  Great-Britain  :  thefe  are  evidently  at  flake  in  the  pre- 
fent  contefi  :  fhould  the  iffue  of  it  be  contrary  to  what  is  hoped 
by  all  well-wifhers  to  their  country,  its  fall  and  degradation  will 
be  the  necelfary  confequence.  The  feafon  for  arguing  is  over. 
The  Americans  have  bid  us  defiance,  and  are  become  our  ene- 
mies:  the  fword  is  therefore  to  decide:  it  is  now  to  be  feen, 
whether  we  can  reduce  them  to  obedience  by  fuperior  force.  It 
is  time  to  affert  our  national  dignity  and  fupremacy  ;  we  are  in 
full  ftrength  and  vigor  ;  the  refources.  of  the  country  are  far  from 
being  exhaufled.  They  cannot  be  employed  upon  a  more  criti- 
cal and  necefTary  occafion  than  the  prefent.  The  fucceffes  of  the 
lafl  campaign  in  America,  afford  a  well  grounded  profpecl  of 
fettling  affairs  to  our  fatisfa&ion.  A  fpirited  profecution  of  the 
bufinefs  in  hand  will  fpedily  conclude  it.  Much  is  threatened 
from  abroad,  and  great  terrors  are  held  out,  and  we  are  told  that 
occafion  will  be  taken  from  ihefe  unhappy  broils,  to  do  Great- 
Britain  irreparable  damage.  But  the  prudence  of  government 
has  fully  obviated  thefe  objeftions.  A  fufheient  force  is  prepar- 
ing to  face  all  dangers  at  home  ;  and  the  profperity  of  our  arms 
abroad  has,  it  is  well  known,  caft  a  damp  on  all  the  partifans  of 
the  Americans  throughout  Europe.  However  well  they  may 
wifh  them,  the  moft  inveterate  of  our  foes  will  not  venture  to 
engage  in  fo  diflant  a  quarrel,  until  they  fee  better  figns^pf  its 
terminating  to  the  advantage  of  our  opponents.  We  are  now  in 
the  career  of  vi&ory ;  and  it  will  betray  weaknefs  to  be  driven 
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out  of  it  by  mere  apprehenfions.  The  people  at  large  are  now 
greatly  alienated  from  the  Americans :  however  they  might  once 
have  been  inclined  to  favor  them,  they  are  full  of  refentment  at 
their  late  conduct.  The  declaration  of  independence  has  entire- 
ly altered  their  opinion  of  the  colonics." 

The  conclufien  of  the  debates  was,  the  carrying  of  the  addrefs 
in  the  houfe  of  lords  by  01  votes  to  26  ;  and  in  the  houfe  of 
commons  by  232  to  83.  The  declaration  of  independence  loft: 
the  Americans  many  advocates ;  but  the  great  bulk,  of  thofe  who 
had  hitherto  efpoufed  their  caufe,  dreaded  the  fuccefs  of  minifte- 
rial  meafures  againll  them,  from  an  apprehenfion  of  the  danger 
which  would  refult  from  it  to  the  liberties  of  this  country.  They 
"were  therefore,  before  and  after  the  opening  of  the  feflion,  in- 
defatigable in  reprefenting  the  necelTity  of  putting  an  end  to  a  dif- 
pute,  which  they  confidcred  as  ruinous  in  every  fhape,  whether 
the  Britifh  arms  did  or  did  not  prevail. 

[Nov.  6.]  A  motion  was  made  in  the  houfe  of  commons  by 
lord  John  Cavendifh,  for  a  revifal  of  all  thofe  afts  bv  which  the  co- 
lonies thought  themfelves  aggrieved.  It  was  grounded  on  a  pa- 
ragraph in  the  declaration  of  the  commiflioners  given  at  New- 
York,  the  19th  of  September,  in  which  mention  is  made  of  "  the 
ting's  being  molt  gracioufiy  pleafed  to  concur  in  the  revifal  of  all 
afts  by  which  his  fubjecis  in  the  colonies  may  think  themfelves 
aggrieved."  The  motion  was  oppofed  with  great  warmth  ;  and 
in  the  fequel  of  the  debate,  it  was  aifertedby  miniflry,  that  until 
congrefs  had  refcinded  the  declaration  of  independence,  no  trea- 
ty could  be  entered  into  with  America.  Such  an  atTertion  was 
feverely  cenfured  by  oppofition,  as  being  no  lefs  than  a  denuncia- 
tion of  war,  and  al!  its  calamities,  unlefs  the  Americans  impli- 
citly admitted  the  principal  point  in  litigation,  without  any  pre- 
liminary llipulat'ion.  The  motion  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of 
109  to  47.  This  rejection  e.xafperated  the  minority  fo  violently, 
that  a  part  of  them  avowedly  withdrew  whenever  any  questions 
relating  to  America  were  propofed,  and  from  this  period  left  the 
houfe  to  the  full  and  undiflurbed  poffeflion  of  the  majority.  . 

They  jultified  this  fucceffion,  by  alledging,  that  an  attendance 
cr.  theie  matters  was  nugatory  ;  the  weight  of  numbers  was  irre- 
filtible,  and  baffled  all  arguments.  It  was  a  degrading  office  al- 
way  to  contend  with  a  certainty  of  being  defeated.  There  was 
a  time  when  reafoningwas  liifened  to,  and  had  its  due  influence; 
but  as  experience  had  fhown,  that  time  was  no  more,  it  was  wi- 
ferto  acquiefce  in  fi'ence,  than  to  undergo  the  fatigue  of  a  fruit- 
less oppofitioii.  The  feafon  was  not  yet  come  for  the  nation  to 
be  undeceived.  It.  was  the  intereil  of  fo  many  to  continue  the 
deception,  that  it  would  tail  till  an  accumulation  of  calamities 

had 
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had  opprefled  the  public  fo  as  to  be  felt  by  all  degrees.  Such 
amazing  numbers  were  benefited  by  the  meafures  of  miniftry,  that 
till  defeats,  difappointments,  and  loffes  of  every  kind,  had  dif- 
abled  them  from  purfuing  their  fchemes  any  longer,  they  were 
fure  of  a  ready  fupport  from  thofe  whom  they  employed  in  their 
execution.  For  thefe  reafons  they  judged  it  necelfary  to  refufe 
their  prefence  to  tranfaclions  which  they  difapproved,  and  could 
not  hinder  :  but  whenever  they  perceived  that  adverfity  had,  as 
ufual,  opened  the  eyes  of  men,  they  would  then  come  forth  anew, 
and  endeavour,  if  poflible,  to  remedy  the  evils  which  it  was  not 
at  prefent  in  their  power  to  prevent. 

The  ftrength  of  miniftry  was  now  fo  decifive,  that  whatever 
was  propofed,  was  immediately  approved,  and  carried  without 
any  oppofition  or  debate. 

A  bill  was  brought  in  for  granting  letters  of  marque  and  repri- 
fals  againft  the  Americans.  This  was  followed  by  another  to 
empower  the  crown  to  fecure  fuch  perfons  as  were  accufed,  or 
fufpe&ed  of  high  treafon  (committed  either  in  America  or  at  fea) 
or  of  piracy.  By  the  provifions  of  this  bill,  they  were  liable  to 
be  detained  in  cuftody  without  bail  or  trial,  while  the  law  conti- 
nued in  force ;  it  was  referved  folely  to  the  privy  council,  to  ad- 
mit them  to  either;  His  majefty  was  alfo  empowered  by  war- 
rant, to  appoint  one  or  more  places  of  confinement  within,  the 
realm,  for  the  cuftody  of  fuch  prifoners. 

This  bill  fpread  a  general  alarm  through  the  metropolis; 
and  a  petition  was  prefented  by  the  city  againft  it,  condemning 
the  meafures  propofed  in  it,  as  violent  and  unconftitutional, 
fubverfive  of  the  facred  and  fundamental  rights  of  the  people, 
fubje&ing  them  to  the  moil;  cruel  oppreflion  and  bondage, 
and  introdu£tive  of  every  fpecies  of  mifchief  and  confufion. — 
Tbe  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table;  but  probably 
made  way  for  the  introduction  of  a  provifional  claufe,  enact- 
ing "  that  no  offences  fhall  be  conftrued  to  be  piracy  within 
the  meaning  of  the  act,  except  a£is  of  felony  committed  on 
the  (hips  and  goods  of  his  majefty 's  fubje&s  by  perfons  on  the 
.high  feas." 

The  bill  however,  did  not  pafs  without  oppofition  and  fevere 
animadverfion.  It  was  faid,  that  it  armed  miniflers  with  an  un- 
conftitutional and  dangerous  power.  A  mere  pretended  fufpicion 
orfoolifh  credulity,  in  a  mercenary  tool  of  a  minifterial  magiftrate, 
might  render  the  inhabitants  of  above  half  the  empire  liable  to 
imprifonment  without  bail  or  mainprife.  It  did  not  require  an 
oaih,  nor  that  the  parties  fhould  be  heard  in  their  own  juftificati- 
on,  nor  confronted  with  the  witnefles,  nor  that  two  witneffes 
fhould  be  deemed  neceffary  for  the  colourable  ground  of  a  com- 
mitment. 
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mitment.  The  few  who  oppofed  it,  contended  that  no  lawful 
or  obvious  reafon  fubfifted  for  inverting  the  crown  with  fo  unu- 
fual  a  power.  Such  an  extraordinary  meafure  could  only  be 
tolerated  in  cafes  of  great  domeftic  danger,  when  the  realm  or 
conftitution  were  immediately  threatened  ;  but  neither  of  thefe 
could  be  pleaded  in  the  prefent  inftance.  After  a  long  debate, 
the  bill  palled  by  a  majority  of  19,5  to  43.  The  oppofition 
would  have  been  ftronger,  but  the  feceding  party  would  not  af- 
ford their  afliftance. 

"  Before  this  aft,  every  man  putting  his  foot  on  Englifli 
ground,  every  ftranger,  even  a  negro  flave,  became  as  free  as 
every  other  man  who  breathed  the  fame  air  with  him.  As  things 
now  ftand,  every  man  in  the  Weft-Indies,  every  inhabitant  of 
thefe  unoffending  provinces  on  the  American  continent,  every 
perfon  coming  from  the  Eaft-Indies,  every  gentleman  who  has 
travelled  for  his  health  or  education,  every  mariner  who  has  na- 
vigated the  feas,  is,  for  no  other  offence,  under  a  temporary 
profcription*." 

The  two  bills  received  the  royal  afTent  on  the  third  of  March. 

Toward  the  clofe  of  the  laft  year,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the 
prefent,  much  confufion,  apprehenfion,  and  fufpicion,  was  exci- 
ted by  the  machinery  of  a  wretched  enthufiaft  and  incendiary, 
fince  well  known  by  the  appellation  of  John  the  Painter,  but 
whofe  real  name  was  James  Aitkin,  born  at  Edinburgh  and  bred 
a  painter a  moft  profligate  and  abandoned  villain. 

After  having  committed  the  moft  atrocious  crimes,  he  fhip- 
ped  himfelf  off  for  America,  where  he  continued  about  two 
years,  and  from  whence  he  returned  in  March  1775.  The  yio- 
lence  of  the  language  and  fentiments  then  held  in  political  mat- 
ters, by  the  people  among  whom  he  lived,  gave  birth  to  that  en- 

thufiailic  madnefs,  which  afterward  became  fo  dangerous. 

Under  its  baneful  influence  he  returned  to  England  with  the 
moft  dreadful  antipathy  to  the  government  and  nation;  and 
adopted  the  defign  of  fubverting,  in  his  own  fingle  perfon,  that 
power  which  he  fo  much  abhored  by  fetting  fire  to  the  dock -yards 
and  burning  the  principal  trading  cities  and  towns,  with  their 
fhipping  of  whatsoever  fort,  fo  far  as  it  could  poffibly  be  done. 
He  conftrufted  fire-works,  machines  and  combuftibles  for  the 

purpofe,  but  was  ftrangely  unfuccefsful  in  all  his   attempts. 

Owing  to  this  failure  in  his  machines,  the  nation  was  providen- 
tially faved  from  receiving  fome  dreadful,  or  irretrievable  fhock. 
He  however  fucceeded  in  fetting  fire  to  the  rope-houfe  in  the 
yard  at  Portfmouth,  the  beginning  of  laft  December.     The  next 

*  Mr.  Edm.  Burke's  letter  to  the  (heriffs  of  Briftol. 

month. 


A.D.  1777]      AMERICAN  REVOLUTION         199 

month,  while  party  and  political  difunion  prevailed  among  the 
inhabitants  of  Briftol,  he  attempted,  firft  to  burn  the  {hipping, 
and  afterward  the  city.  He  fucceeded  only  fo  far  as  to  fet  fire  to 
fome  warehoufes  near  the  key,  fix  or  feven  of  which  were  con- 
fumed.  He  was  foon  after  his  departure  from  Briftol  taken  up 
on  fome  fufpicious  circumftances ;  and  being  circumvented  by 
one  Baldwin  another  painter,  the  whole  fcene  of  iniquity  was 
brought  to  light.  Baldwin  pretended  to  fympathize  with  him  under 
his  misfortunes,  and  to  hold  principles  fimilar  to  his  own  ;  and 
often  vifited  him,  till  he  at  length  obtained  his  confidence  and 
drew  from  him  the  hiftory  of  his  crimes.  He  told  Baldwin, 
that  he  had  been  in  France,  and  feen  Mr.  Silas  Deane,  who 
had  given  him  fome  money ;  and  encouraged  him  to  fet  fire  to 
the  dock-yards  at  Portfmouth,  Plymouth,  &c.  as  the  beft  means 
of  diftrefling  Great-Britain;  and  had  promifed  to  reward  him 
according  to  the  fervice  he  fhould  do  to  the  American  caufe. — . 
Hefaid,   that  Deane,  as  an   earned  of  what  fhould  follow,  had 

fiven  him  a  recommendation  to,  and  bills  upon  a  merchant  in 
<ondon,  to  the  amount  of  300I.  which  however  he  had  found  it 
ncceflary  to  burn  to  prevent  a  difcovery ;  and  that  in  confe- 
qurnce  of  this  encouragement  he  procured  a  pafTport  from  the 
French  king.  He  was  condemned  at  Winchefter  aflizes,  and  ex- 
ecuted at  Portfmouth  dock-gate  the  tenth  of  March,  and  then 
hung  in  chains.  While  he  lay  at  Winchefter  after  condemna- 
tion,  and  before  taken  away  to  execution,  he  denied  his  having 
recommendations  and  bills,  and  burning  the  fame.  It  was  while 
working  at  Titchfield  in  Hampfhire,  that  he  conceived  the  idea 
of  fetting  fire  to  to  the  dock-yards.  He  then  went,  as  he  faid, 
to  France,  and  applied  to  Mr.  Deane,  who  told  him,  that  when 
the  work  was  done  he  fhould  be  rewarded.  He  added,  that  on 
his  return,  and  after  fetting  fire  to  the  rope-yard  at  Portfmouth, 
he  went  to  London,  and  waited  on  doclor  Bancroft,  to  whom 
he  had  a  verbal  recommendation  from  Mr.  Deane,  but  that  the 
doclor  gave  him  no  countenance,  and  did  not  approve  of  his 
conduce. 

When  gen.  Lee's  capture  came  to  be  known  by  the  gazette  of 
February  the  25th,  the  rejoicing  in  Great-Britain  on  the  occa- 
fion  was  great.  Perfonal  animofities  contributed  not  a  little  to 
the  triumph  and  exultation  it  produced.  But  the  fame  gazette! 
furnifhed  more  than  a  counterpoife  to  the  joy,  in  the  accounts 
it  contained  of  general  Washington's  fucceffes  at  Trenton  and 
Princeton. 

The  name  of  Lee  reminds  me  of  Mr.  Arthur  Lee.  The  lat- 
ter received  timely  notice  of  the  aft s  of  congrefs,  fo  as  to  with- 
draw and  get  to  Paris  a  few  days  after  do£lor  Franklin's  arrival. 

While 
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While  in  England  he  was  particularly  commiffioned  by  a  certain 
body,  and  that  under  every  facred  promifc  of  fecrefy,  to  make 
difcoveries  and  tranfmit  them  to  America  :  he  was  alfo  perfon- 
ally  confulted  by  Monfieur  Caron  de  Beaumarchais  upon  a  pro- 
ject, which  the  latter  had  formed,  of  eftablifhing  a  commercial 
houfe,  diffidently  powerful  and  fpirited,  to  hazard  the  rifks  of 
the  fea  and  enemy  in  carrying  ftoies  and  merchandtfe  for  the 
American  troops.  A  correfpondence  was  afterward  opened  be- 
tween them  :  and  on  the  21ft  of  June,  1776,  Mr.  Lee,  under 
the  name  of  Mary  Johnfton,  wrote,  in  cyphers  to  Mr.  Beau- 
marchais, that  the  army  of  Great-Britain  in  America  would  con- 
fift  of  forty  thoufand  men,  and  their  fleet  of  a  hundred  fmps, 
and  but  two  only  of  feventy-four  guns.  He  advifed  the  difpatch- 
ing  fecretly  ten  large  fhips  of  war  to  the  Cape  or  Martinico  ; 
and  their  joining  the  American  fleet,  fcouring  the  American 
coaft,  and  deftroying  the  whole  Britilh  fleet  difperfed  as  it  would 
be,  upon  which  fuccefs  the  land  army  could  be  eafily  defeated. 
"  By  this  ftroke,"  fays  he,  "  the  Englifh  fleet  will  be  mortally 
wounded.  Do  you  fear  that  this  will  kindle  a  war  between  the 
two  nations  ?  But  how  will  England  be  able  to  fupport  a  war 
without  fleets,  without  colonies,  without  feamen,  without  re- 
fources  ?  On  the  contrary,  if  vou  fuffer  America  to  fall  again 
tinder  the  dominion  of  England,  the  latter  will  be  for  ever  in- 
vincible."    If  this  propofal  was  communicated  to  the   French 

minifter,  it  was  adjudged  too  venturous  to  be  profecuted. . 

Though  France  mull,  for  her  own  intereft,  wifh  to  have  the 
American  ftates  perpetually  feparated  from  Great-Britain,  yet 
the  court  wiil  be  cautious  of  rifking  a  rupture  with  this  country 
till  the  profpefts  of  fuccefs  are  extremely*  encouraging.  This 
accounts  for  the  French  king's  iffuing  out,  about  the  month  of 
February,  a  proclamation,  prohibiting  the  fale  of  Englifh  prizes, 
taken  by  American  privateers,  in  any  of  the  ports  of  France  : — • 
but  as  the  purchafe  of  them  is  not  prohibited,  and  the  fale  of 
them  only  in  the  ports,  the  Americans  will  find  no  difficulty  in 
difpofing  of  them  to  Frenchmen.  The  police  of  France  is  fo 
well  conftrufted,  that  they  can  eafily  convey  to  the  extremities 
of  the  kingdom,  the  views  and  fentiments  of  the  court,  and  fe- 
cure  a  ready  compliance  with  them.  It  is  only  for  the  minifter 
to  give  the  farmers -general  his  inftruftions ;  and  for  them, 
through  their  lines  of  connexion  with  every  province,  city, 
town  and  village,  to  diftribute  their  directions ;  on  which  the  in- 
habitants of  the  moft  diftant  parts  will  think,  fpeak  and  aft  me- 
chanically, in  unifon  with  their  betters  at  Verfailles. 

On  the  20th  of  February,  the  Britifh  ambaffador  at  the  Hague, 
prefeated  a  memorial  to  their  high  mightineffes  containing  vari- 
ous 
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ous  complaints ;  and  clofing  with  an  cxprefs  demand  of  a  for- 
mal difavowal  of  the  falute  by  Fort  George  at  St.  Euftatia,  to  the 
American  flag,  and  of  the  difmifhon  and  immediate  recal  of 
the  governor  ;  followed  by  a  further  declaration,  that  till  that 
fatisfattion  was  given,  they  were  not  to  expe£l  that  his  majefty 
would  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  amufed  by  mere  alfurances,  or  would 
delay  one  inftant  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  he  mould  think  due  to 
the  interefts  and  dignity  of  his  crown.  Their  high  mightineffes 
difdaining  the  fpirit  and  manner  of  the  complaint,  paffed  by  the 
ambaffador  (Sir  Jofeph  Yorke)  and  alfo  the  fecretary  of  ft  ate, 
and  commanded  their  minifter  at  London,  the  count  de  Walde- 
ren,  to  addrefs  himfelf  direftly  to  the  king,  and  to  deliver  their 
anfwer  into  his  own  hands  ;  which  was  done  March  the  26th.— 
They  complained  of  the  reproaches  contained  in  the  ambaffador's 
memorial,  and  the  menacing  tone  which  reigns  in  it,  {trained 
beyond  what  ought  to  take  place  between  two  fovereign  and  in- 
dependent powers.  They  did  not  difguife  the  poignant  fenfati- 
on  with  which  it  had  impreffed  them.  They  afterward  menti- 
oned their  having  ordered  the  governor  home  to  give  the  necef- 
fary  information  of  what  had  paffed  ;  and  their  refolution  to 
difavow  every  aft  or  mark  of  honor  that  aftually  intended  in  the 
leaft  degree  to  recognife  the  independence  of  the  North-Ameri- 
can colonies.  On  the  10th  of  April,  lord  Suffolk,  by  letter, 
affured  the  count,  that  his  majefty  accepted  with  fatisfaclion  the 
memorial  he  had  addreffed  to  him  ;  but- that  his  majefty  could 
not  perceive  in  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke's  memorial,  any  thing  contra- 
ry to  wdiat  ought  to  take  place  between  fovereigns  and  indepert- 
dent  powers  in  the  weighty  circumftances  in  queftion. 

In  February  and  April,  Meffrs.  Franklin  and  Deane  fent  to 
lord  Stormont,  two  letters  on  the  fubjefrs  of  an  exchange  of  Bri- 
tifh  feauiGn,  prifoners  in  the  hands  of  the  captain  of  an  Ameri- 
can frigate,  for  an  equal  number  of  American  feamen  prifoners 
in  England  :  and  of  the  cruel  treatment  the  American  prifoners 
meet  with  in  Europe,  in  being  either  compelled  by  chains,  ftripes 
and  famine,  to  fight  again  ft  their  friends  and  relations,  or  fent  to 
Africa  and  Afia,  remote  from  all  probability  of  exchange.  They 
had  for  anfwer — "  The  king's  ambaffador  receives  no  applicati- 
ons from  rebels,  unlefs  they  come  to  implore  his  majefty's  mer- 
cy.'.' They  pronounced  it  an  indecent  paper,  and  returned  it 
for  his  lordlhip's  more  mature  confideration.  The  news  of  gen. 
Clinton's  being  created  a  knight  of  the  Bath,  will  be  no  other, 
wife  important  to  the  Americans,  than  as  a  direction  how  to  ad- 
drefs him  in  future. 

A  frefh  effort  was  made  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  to  bring  about 
a  reconciliation  between  Great-Britain  and  her  colonies,  as  they 

Vol.  II  C  c  are 
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are  here  ftill  called.  The  earl  of  Chatham  had  been  prevented 
of  late,  by  his  advanced  age  and  infirm  ftate  of  health,  from 
taking  an  a£live  part  in  the  difptftes  of  the  houfe.  But  viewing 
with  concern  the  dangers  which  menaced  the  kingdom,  he  de- 
termined again  to  come  forth  from  his  retreat,  and  endeavour 
to  influence  the  contending  parties  to  liften  to  terms  of  accom- 
modation. On  the  30th  of  May,  he  entered  the  houfe  wrapped 
in  flannel,  and  bearing  a  crutch  in  each  hand.  His  lordfhip, 
fitting  in  his  place  and  with  his  head  covered,  delivered  a  fpeech 
wherein  he  explained  the  grounds  of  the  motion  he  was  about  to 
make.  He  recapitulated  and  reprobated  the  meafures  which  had 
been  taken  with  the  Americans,  from  the  voting  away  of  their 
property  without  their  confent,  to  the  attempting  of  their  con- 
queft  by  the  aid  of  German  mercenaries.  He  endeavoured  to 
fhow  the  abfurdity  of  reiving  longer  on  the  force  of  arms,  and 
very  pathetically  prefled  the  neceflity  of  a  fpeedy  conciliation. — 
After  fpcaking  for  fifty  minutes,  he  moved  for  an  addrefs  to  the 
throne,  "  moft  humbly  to  advife  his  majefty  to  take  the  moft 
fpeedy  and  effectual  meafures  for  putting  a  flop  to  boftilities  up- 
on the  only  juft  and  folid  foundation,  namely,  the  removal  of 
accumulated  grievances ;  and  to  allure  his  majefty,  that  the  houfe 
will  enter  upon  this  great  and  neceffary  work  with  cheerfulnefs 
and  difpatch,  in  order  to  open  to  his  majefty  the  only  means  of 
regaining  the  affe&ion  of  the  Britifh  colonies,  and  of  fecuring  to 
Great-Britain  the  commercial  advantages  of  thofe  invaluable  pof- 
feflions ;  fully  perfuaded,  that  to  heal  and  redrefs  will  be  more 
prevalent  over  the  hearts  of  generous  and  free  born  fubjefts,  than 
the  rigors  of  chaftifement  and  the  horrors  of  civil  war,  which 
have  hitherto  ferved  only  to  fharpen  refentments  and  confolidate 
union,  and  if  continued,  muft  end  finally  in  difTolving  all  ties 
between  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies. 

This  brought  on  an  interefting  and  animated  debate,  which 
terminated  in  the  queftion's  being  put,  when  lord  Chatham's  mo- 
tion was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  99  to  28.  The  miniftry  had 
obtained  all  they  wanted  from  parliament ;  were  confident  in 
their  own  conceit,  and  in  the  fuccefs  of  their  meafures ;  and 
would  attend  to  no  remonftrances  of  reafon. 

The  general  affembly  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  in  an  addrefs 
to  his  majeflv,  among  manv  expreflions  of  loyalty  declared,  that, 
fenfible  of  their  own  felicity,  they  obferved  with  concern  the 
firft  appearances  of  a  turbulent  and  ungovernable  fpint  among 
the  people  of  North-America  ;  that  they  had  with  aftonifhment 
contemplated  its  alarrring  progrefs,  and  beheld  fellow  fubjeffs, 
who  enjoyed  in  commen  with  them,  thebleflings  of  his  majefty's 
nilli  adminiftration,  take  up  arms  in  oppofition  to  lawful  autho- 
rity. 
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rity,  difclaim  the  fupremacy  of  the  Britifh  legiflaturc,  reje£t  with 
difdain  the  means  of  conciliation,  and  labour  to  erefcl  their  un- 
lawful confederacy  into  feparate  flates.  They  then,  with  re- 
verence and  gratitude  to  Divine  Providence,  offer  their  congra- 
tulations for  the  fuccefs  which  has  attended  the  fleets  and  armies, 
that  have  been  employed  to  oppofe  the  violence  of  rebellious 
fubjefts,  and  to  reclaim  them  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty  ;  and  con- 
clude with  acknowledging  it  their  immediate  duty,  in  the  prefent 
fituation  of  public  affairs,  to  increafe  their  diligence,  not  only 
in  confirming  the  people  under  their  care  in  fentiments  ef  loyal- 
ty, but  by  inciting  them  to  fuch  reformation  in  their  hearts  and 
lives,  as  will  avert  from  their  country  thofe  judgments  which 
their  iniquities  juftly  deferve. 

f  June  6.]  His  majefly  went  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  and  after 
giving  his  royal  aflent  to  a  number  of  bills,  clofed  the  feffiort 
with  a  fpeech,  which  finifhed  with  faying,  "  My  lords  and  gen- 
tlemen, I  truft  in  Divine  Providence,  that  by  a  well-concerted 
and  vigorous  exertion  ©f  the  great  force  you  have  put  into  my 
hands,  the  operations  of  this  campaign,  by  fea  and  land,  will  be 
bleffed  with  fuch  fuccefs  as  may  moft  effectually  tend  to  the  fup- 
preflion  of  the  rebellion  in  America,  and  to  the  re-eftablifhment 
of  that  conflitutional  obedience  which  all  the  fubjefts  of  a  free 
ftate  owe  to  the  authority  of  the  law." 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  a  captain  Cunningham,  in  a  pri- 
vateer fitted  out  from  Dunkirk,  took  and  carried  into  that  port 
the  Britifh  packet  going  to  Holland.  Not  underflanding  tho- 
roughly the  bufinefs  on  which  he  was  fent,  and  being  hurried, 
he  was  not  careful  to  fecure  inftantly,  upon  the  capture  of  the 
vefTel,  the  packet  intrufled  with  the  king's  mefTenger,  which  he 
therefore  miffed  of ;  but  the  mail  was  taken  and  forwarded  to 
the  American  commiffioners  at  Paris.     Adieu, 
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LETTER      VIII. 

Roxbury,  Odober  30,   1777. 

BE  not  furprifed  at  reading,  that  there  is  in  the  United  States, 
one  enemy  more  formidable  than  famine,  pellilence  and 
the  fword — a  prevailing  corruption  in  American  hearts,  a  de- 
pravity more  incompatible  with  their  republican  governments 
than  darknefs  with  light.  Such  langour  and  fupinenefs  reigns 
every  where,  that  they  feem  unable  to  effect  any  point, 
though  ever  fo  important  and  interefting.  In  the  military  de- 
partment, it  looks  as  it  all  public  fpirit  was  funk  into  the  means 
of  making  money  by  the  fervice,  or  quarrelling  upon  the  moll: 
trivial  points  of  rank.  Did  you  know  the  pullings  and  haulings, 
the  jealoufies  and  emulations  of  the  military  and  other  gentle- 
men, which  come  before  congrefs,  you  would  be  greatly  con- 
firmed in  your  ideas  of  the  famenefs  of  human  nature  in  Britain, 
here,  and  every  where. 

[April  8. 1  Congrefs  concluded  upon  the  ereftion  of  a  mo- 
nument to  the  memory  of  gen.  Warren,  in  the  town  of  Bolton; 
and  another  to  the  memory  of  gen.  Mercer,  in  Frederic kfburgh 
in  Virginia ;  and  that  the  eldeft  fon  of  gen.  Warren,  and  the 
youngeit  fon  of  gen.  Mercer,  be  educated  from  henceforward 
at  the  expence  of  the  United  States.  They  conveyed  in  a  few 
words  the  higheft  eulogium  on  the  characters  and  merits  of  the 
deceafed.  As  Mercer  had  a  good  landed  eft  ate,  the  propriety  of 
adopting  his  youngeft  as  the  child  of  the  public  was  obvious. — 
Through  inattention,  gen.  Warren,  who  fell  on  Breed's-hill,  had 
not  been  properly  noted  when  congrefs  paffed  their  refolve  re- 
flecting gen.  Montgomery  :  the  propofal  for  paying  due  refpecl 
to  the  memory  of  Mercer,  led  to  the  like  in  regard  to  Warren. 

But  to  advert  to  military  operations.  Gen  Lincoln  was  poll- 
ed with  only  500  men  fit  for  duty  at  Boundbrook,  to  guard  an 
extent  of  five  or  fix  miles,  which  occcafioned  their  flanks  being 
expofed.  Lord  Cornwallis  formed  the  defign  of  attacking  this 
poir.  and  chofe  the  morning  of  the  13th  for  its  execution.  The 
plan  was  exceedingly  well  laid,  and  nearly  as  well  executed. — 
Gen.  Lincoln  had  expected  a  manoeuvre  of  this  kind,  and  been 
particularly  cautious  agamft  a  furprife.  The  enemy  however, 
through  the  neglecl  of  the  patroles,  croffed  the  Rariton  juft  a- 
bove  the  general's  quarters,  undifcovered  till  they  had  advanced 
within  200  yards  of  him.  At  the  head  of  this  party,  confifting 
of  about  looomsn,  were  generals  Cornwallis  and  Grant.  About 

1000 
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1000  were  advanced  up  each  fide  of  the  Rariton  to  Boundbrook, 
to  attack  the  Americans  in  front,  where  the  a&ion  began  nearly  at 
the  fame  time  the  others  were  furrounding  Lincoln's  quarters. — ■ 
This  happened  between  day  break  and  fun  rife.  The  general 
and  one  of  his  aids  had  juit  time  to  mount  and  leave  the  houfe 
before  it  was  furrounded.  The  other  aid,  with  the  general's 
papers  and  their  baggage,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  ene- 
my. The  artillery  confiding  of  one  fix  pounder,  and  two 
three  pounders,  were  alfo  taken.  General  Lincoln  went  im- 
mediately to  give  directions  to  thofe  engaged  in  front ; — ■ 
while  lord  Cornwallis  flung  a  party  into  the  rear  of  the  right  of 
the  Americans.  Another  party,  from  their  referve  body  of 
about  2000,  was  flung  over  Boundbrook  in  the  rear  of  the  left, 
with  the  defign  of  encircling  the  Americans  and  preventing  their 
retiring  to  the  neighbouring  mountain.  Lincoln  was  hereby  re- 
duced to  the  neceifity  of  being  either  imprifoned  with  the  whole 
party  in  front,  or  of  pafling  between  the  two  columns  of  the  ene- 
my, which  had  nearly  clofed.  But  he  effected  his  paffage  with 
the  fmall  lofs  of  not  more  than  60  killed,  wounded  and  taken. — • 
The  enemy  foon  evacuated  the  place,  after  deflroying  twenty 
barrels  of  flour,  a  few  calks  of  rum,  and  fome  other  articles. 

Congrefs  are  well  allured,  that  Sir  William  Howe  had  the 
laft  year  inftructions  from  miniltry,  to  fecure  the  North -River, 
and  thereby  to  feparate  the  northern  from  the  fouthern  (fates. — 
The  general's  fuccefles  carried  him  into  the  Jerfeys,  and  led  him 
to  believe,  that  the  bufinefs  with  the  Americans  was  at  a  clofe, 
fo  that  the  North-River  was  neglefted.  Under  a  perfuafion  that 
Philadelphia  was  the  object  this  year,  congrefs  refolved  upon 
forming  a  camp  immediately  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  Delaware. 

I  April  15.J     The  following  prudential  aft  was  palled— 

"  Whereas  the  continental  battalions  are  all  on  a  footing,  liable 
to  the  fame  kind  of  fervices,  and  entitled  to  equal  privileges ; 
Refolved,  That  the  appellations — congrefs 's  own  regiment — ge- 
neral Washington's  life  guards,  &c.  given  to  fome  of  them,  are 
improper  and  ought  not  to  be  kept  up;  and  the  officers  of  the  faid 
battalions  are  required  to  take  notice  hereof,  and  to  conform 
themfelves  accordingly." 

[April  17.J  "  Refolved,  That  the  lfile  of  the  committee 
of  fecret  correfpondence  be  altered,  and  that  for  the  future  it  be 
lhled — the  committee  of  foreign  affairs  ;  that  a  fecretary  be  ap- 
pointed to  the  laid  committee.  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  electi- 
on of  the  faid  fecretary,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Thomas 
Paine  was  elected," — the  author  of  Common  Strife. 

"  The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  conducx  of  the 
enemy,  reported;  (April  18.  J 

♦'That 
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"  That  in  every  place  where  the  enemy  has  been,  there  are 
heavy  complaints  of  oppreffions,  injury  and  infults  fuffered  by 
the  inhabitants  from  officers,  foldiers  and  Americans  difaffeffed 
to  their  country's  caufe.  The  committee  found  thefe  complaints 
fo  greatly  diverfified,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  enumerate  them, 
fo  it  appeared  difficult  to  give  a  diftincl  and  comprehenfive  view 
of  them,  or  fuch  an  account  as  would  not,  if  publifhed,  appear 
extremely  defective,  when  read  by  the  unhappy  fufferers  or  the 
country  in  general." 

"  In  order  however,  in  fome  degree,  to  anfwer  the  defign 
of  their  appointment,  they  determined  to  divide  the  objeft  of 
their  inquiry  into  four  parts — Firff,  the  wanton  and  oppreffive 
devaftation  of  the  country  and  deftru&ion  of  property. — Se- 
cond, the  inhuman  treatment  of  thofe  who  were  fo  unhappy 
as  to  become  prifoners. — Third,  the  favage  butchery  of  ma- 
ny who  had  fubmitted   or   were  incapable  of   refiftance. 

Fourth,  the  luft  and  brutality  of  the  foldiers  in  the  abufing  of 
women." 

**  They  will  therefore  now  briefly  ftate  what  they  found  to  be 
the  truth  upon  each  of  thefe  heads  feparately,  and  fubjoin  to 
the  whole,  affidavits  and  other  evidence  to  fupport  their  af- 
fertions." 

"  1.  The  wanton  and  oppreffive  devaftation  of  the  country 
and  deftruclion  of  property." 

"  The  whole  traft  of  trie  Britifh  army  is  marked  with  defla- 
tion and  a  wanton  deftruclion  of  property,  particularly  through 
Weft-Chefter  county  in  the  ftate  of  New-York  ;  the  towns  of 
Newark,  Elizabeth-town,  Woodbridge,  Brunfwick,  Kingfton, 
Princeton,  and  Trenton,  in  New-Jerfey.  The  fences  deftroyed, 
the  houfes  deferted,  pulled  in  pieces  or  confumed  by  fire,  and 
the  general  face  of  wafte  and  devaftation  fpread  over  a  rich  and 
once  well  cultivated  and  well  inhabited  country,  would  affe£t  the 
moll  unfeeling  with  melancholy  or  compaffion  for  the  unhappy 
fufferers,  and  with  indignation  and  refentment  againfl  the  barba- 
rous ravagers.  It  deferres  notice,  that  though  there  are  many 
inftances  of  rage  and  vengeance  againfl  particular  perfons,  yet 
the  deftruclion  was  very  general  and  often  undiftinguifhed :  thofe 
who  fubmitted  and  took  protections,  and  fome  who  were  known 
to  favor  them,  having  frequently  fuffered  in  the  common  ruin. 
Places  and  things,  which,  from  their  public  nature  and  general 
utility,  mould  have  been  fpared  by  a  civilized  people,  have  been 
deftroyed,  or  plundered,  or  both.  But  above  all,  places  of 
worfhip,  minifters  and  religious  perfons  of  fome  particular  pro- 
teftant  denominations,    feem  to  have    been  treated  with   the 

mofl 
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mo  ft  rancorous  hatred,  and  at  the  fame  time  with  the  higlreft 
contempt. " 

"  2.  The  inhuman  treatment  of  thofe  who  were  fo  unhappy 
a*  to  become  prifoners." 

"  The  prifoners,  inftead  of  that  humane  treatment  which 
thofe  who  were  taken  by  the  United  States  experienced,  were  in 
general  treated  with  the  greateft  barbarity.  Many  of  them  were 
near  four  days  kept  without-  food  altogether.  When  they  re- 
ceived a  fupply,  it  was  both  infufficient  in  point  of  quantity,  and 
often  of  the  wDrft  kind.  They  fuffered  the  utmoft  diftrefs  from 
cold,  nakednefs  and  clofe  confinement.  Freemen  and  men  of 
fubftance  fuffered  all  that  a  generous  mind  could  fuffer,  from 
the  contempt  and  mockery  of  Britifh  and  foreign  mercena- 
ries. Multitudes  died  in  prifon;  and  when  others  were  fent  out, 
feveral  died  in  the  boats  while  carrying  aihore  or  upon  the  road 
attempting  to  go  home.  The  committee  in  the  courfe  of  their 
inquiry  learned,  that  fometimes  the  common  foldiers  exprefled 
fympathy  with  the  prifoners,  and  the  foreigners  more  than  the 
Englifh.  But  this  was  feldom  or  never  the  cafe  with  the  offi- 
cers; nor  have  they  been  able  to  hear  of  any  charitable  affiftance 
given  them  by  the  inhabitants  who  remained  in,  or  reforted  to 
the  city  of  New- York ;  which  negleft,  if  univerfal,  they  be- 
lieve was  never  known  to  happen  in  any  fimilar  cafe  in  a  chri- 
ftian  country." 

"3.  The  favage  butchery  of  thofe  who  had  fubmitted  and  were 
incapable  of  refiftance." 

"  The  committee  found  it  to  be  the  general  opinion  of  the  peo- 
ple in  the  neighbourhood  of  Princeton  and  Trenton,  that  the 
enemy  the  day  before  the  battle  of  Princeton  had  determined  to 
give  no  quarter.  They  did  not  however  obtain  any  clear  proof,, 
that  there  were  any  general  orders  for  that  purpofe ;  but  the 
treatment  of  feveral  particular  perfons  at  and  fince  that  time,  has 
been  of  the  mod  mocking  kind,  and  gives  too  much  countenance- 
to  the  fuppofition.  Officers  wounded  and  difabled,  fome  of  them 
of  the  firft  rank,  were  barbaroufly  mangled  or  put  to  death.  A 
minifler  of  the  gofpel  in  Trenton,  who  neither  was  nor  had 
been  in  arms,  was  maffacred  in  cold  blood,  though  humbly  fup- 
plicating  for  mercy" — [Mr.  Rofeburgh  of  the  Forks  of  Dela- 
ware.] 

"  4.  The  lull  and  brutality  of  the  foldiers  in  the  abufing  of 
women." 

"  The  committee  had  authentic  information  of  many  infknees 
of  the  moll  indecent  treatment,  and  aclual  raviihment  of  married 
and  fmgle  women  ;  but  fuch  is  the  nature  of  that  molt  irrepa- 
rable injury,  tjiat  the  perfons  fttffering  it.  and  their  relations, 

though 
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though  perfe&Iy  innocent,  look  upon  it  as  a  kind  of  reproach 
to  have  the  fafts  related,  and  their  names  known.  Thev  have 
however  procured  fome  affidavits,  which  will  be  publifhed  in 
the  appendix.  The  originals  are  lodged  with  the  fecretary  of 
congrefs," 

"  Some  complaints  were  made  to  the  commanding  officers  up- 
on the  fubjecl,  and  one  affidavit  made  before  ajuftice  of  peace  ; 
but  the  committee  could  not  learn  that  any  fatisfaciion  was  ever 
given  or  punifhment  infli&ed,  except  that  one  foldier  at  Penning- 
ton was  kept  in  cuftody  for  part  "of  a  day." 

"  On  the  whole,  the  committee  are  forry  to  fay,  that  the  cry  of 
barbarity  and  cruelty  is  but  too  well  founded  ;  thofe  who  are  cool  to 
the  American  caufe,  have  nothing  to  oppofe  to  the  fa£ls  but  their 
being  incredible,  and  not  like  what  they  are  pleafed  to  ftile,  the 
generofity  and  clemency  of  the  Englilh  nation.  The  committee 
beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  one  of  the  circumftances  moll  frequent- 
ly occurring  in  the  enquiry,  was  the  opprobiousdifdainful  names 
given  to  the  Americans  ;  thefe  do  not  need  any  proof,  as  they 
occur  fo  frequently  in  the  news-papers  printed  under  their  directi- 
on, and  in  the  intercepted  letters  of  thofe  who  are  officers  and 
call  themfelves  gentlemen.  It  is  eafy  therefore  to  fee  what  nauft 
be  the  conduct  of  a  foldiery  greedy  of  prey,  toward  a  people 
whom  they  have  been  taught  to  look  upon,  not  as  freemen  de- 
fending their  rights  on  principle,  but  as  defperadoes  and  profli- 
gates, who  have  rifen  up  againfl  law  and  order  in  general,  and 
■wiffi  the  fubverfion  of  fociety  itfelf." 

"  This  is  the  mod  candid  and  charitable  manner  in  which  the 
committee  can  account  for  the  melancholy  truths  which  they  have 
been  obliged  to  report.  Indeed  the  fame  deluding  principle  feeras 
to  govern  perfons  and  bodies  of  the  highefl  rank  in  Britain  :  for 
it  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  not  pamphleteers  onlv,  but  king  and 
parliament,  conftantly  call  thofe  afts  lenity,  which  on  their  firft 
publication  filled  this  whole  continent  with  refentment  and  hor- 
ror.1' 

"  Refolvcd,  That  the  faid  report  be  accepted,  and  that  the 
committee,  who  brought  it  in,  publifh  the  fame  with  the  affida- 
vits." 

The  rovalifts,  or  tones  as  they  are  generally  called,  in  the 
Maryland  counties  of  Somerfet  and  Worcefler,  became  fo  for- 
midable, that  an  infurreclion  was  dreaded  ;  and  it  was  feared, 
that  the  in  fin-gents  would  in  fuch  cafe  be  joined  by  a  number  of 
difaffefted  perfons  in  the  county  of  Suffex  in  the  Delaware  flate. 
Congrefs,  to  prevent  the  evil,  [April  20.J  recommend  the  ap- 
prehenfion  and  removal  of  ail  perfons  of  influence  or  of  defpe- 
rate  characters  within  the  counties  of  Suffex,  Worcefler  and  So- 
merfet, 
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merfet,  who  manifested  a  difaffeftion  to  the  American  caufe,  to 
Fome  remote  place  within  their  refpe&ive  dates,  there  to  be  ie- 
cured  ;  and  authorifed  the  governor  of  Maryland  to  detain  the 
weakcff.  continental  battalion,  till  further  orders. 

From  appearances,  the  friends  of  America  had  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  tories  in  the  New-England  governments  and  New- 
York  flate  had  alio  concerted  an  infurreftion.  [April  23.]  Gen. 
Gates,  who  had  been  fent  to  command  in  the  northern  depart- 
ment, wrote  to  gen.  Fellows—**  The  committee  of  Albany,  alarm- 
ed at  the  amazing  increafe,  and  plots  of  the  tories  in  this  and  the 
Mohawk's  country,  have  defired  me  to  apply  to  you  and  the  com- 
mittee of  Berkfhire,  to  fend  immediately  a  flrong  reinforcement 
of  militia,  not  lefs  than  a  complete  regiment,  to  fecure  this  place 
(Albany)  and  the  magazines  at  different  pofts  between  Albany 
•and  Lake  George." 

Sir  William  Howe  having  obtained  intelligence,  that  the  Ame- 
ricans had  depofited  large  quantities  of  itores  and  provifions  in 
Danburyand  the  neighbourhood,  ordered  an  expedition  to  be 
undertaken  for  the  deftru&ion  of  them  under  the  command  of 
gov.  Tryon,  who  had  accepted  of  the  rank  of  major-general  of 
the  provincials,  and  afpired  after  a  military  character.  Sir  Wil- 
liam very  prudently  appointed  gen.  Agnew  and  Sir  William  Er- 
Jkine  to  accompany  him  upon  the  fervice.  A  detachment  of 
about  2000  men  palled  through  the  Sound,  under  the  convoy  of 
a  proper  naval  armament,  and  landing  between  Fairfield  and 
Norwalk,  a  little  before  fun  fet,  advanced  without  interruption, 
and  arrived  the  following  day,  [April  26.J  a  little  after  one  in 
the  afternoon,  atDanbury,  about  23  miles  diftant.  The  hand- 
ful of  continentals  there,  was  obliged  to  evacuate  the  town,  hav- 
ing previously  fecured  a  fmall  part  of  the  ftores,  provifions.  &c. 
The  enemy,  on  their  arrival,  began  burning  and  deftroying  the 
remainder,  together  with  18  houfes,  their  furniture,  linen,  &c. 
which  were  judged,  from  circumftances,  to  have  been  fiugled 
out  for  that  purpofe. .  In  one  they  killed  two  elderly  men  and  a 
negro,  and  then  burnt  them  with  the  houfe.  Not  one  of  the  tory 
houfes  was  damaged.  They  dellroyed  at  Danbury  1800  barrels 
of  pork  and  beef ;  700  barrels  of  Sour  ;  2000  bufhels  of  wheat, 
rye,  oats  and  Indian  corn  ;  cloathing  for  a  whole  regiment ;  and 
1700  tents,  which,  through  their  fcarcity,  were  a  great  lofs  to 
the  Americans.  To  thefe  mull  be  addejl  about  100  barrels  of 
Hour,  and  100  hogiheads  of  rum,  which  met  with  the  fame  fate 
upon  the  road  by  which  they  returned :  thefe  are  the  main  arti- 
cles that  were  deftroyed.  The  burning  of  the  houfes  appears 
to  have  been  unneceffary,  and  wholly  the  effect  of  malevolence. 
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On  the  firft  approach  of  the  Britifh  armament  the  country 
was  alarmed :  and  early  the  next  morning,  gen.  Silliman,  with 
about  500  militia  (all  that  had  then  collected)  purfued  the  enemy. 
He  was  joined  on  his  way  by  generals  Woofter  and  Arnold,  and 
a  few  more  militia.     A  heavy  rain  fo  retarded  their  march,  that 
they  did  not  reach  Bethel  (a  village  two  miles  from  Danbury)  till 
eleven  at  night.    An  attack  on  the  Britifh  was  poftponed  till  they 
ihould  be  upon  their  return.     On  the  27th  in  the  morning,   the 
royal  troops  quitted  Danbury.     The  Americans  were  early  in 
motion.    Two  hundred  remained  with  gen.  Woofter;  and  about 
400  were  detached  under  generals  Arnold  and  Silliman.    About 
nine  o'clock  gen.  Woofter  was  informed,  that  the  enemy  had 
taken  the  road  to  Norwalk,  on  which  he  purfued  them  ;  came 
lip    with,  and   haraffed  their  rear ;  and  took  40  prifoners,  but 
was  mortally  wounded.     Gen.  Arnold,  by  a  forced  march  acrofs 
the  country,  reached  Ridgefield  at  eleven  ;  made  a  barricado  on 
a  rifing  ground  acrofs  the  road ;  pofted  his  fmali  party  of  ,500 
men  (100  having  joined  him)  fo  as  to  have  his  right  flank  cover- 
ed by  a  houfe  and  barn,  and  his  left  by  a  ledge  of  rocks ;  and 
thus  waited  the  approach  of  the  enemy  ;  who,  upon  difcovering 
the  Americans,  drew  up  and  advanced  in  a  heavy  column,  ex- 
tending themfelves  in  order  to  outflank  and  furround  them.  They 
marched  up,  and  received  feveral  fires,    which  they  returned 
brifkly.     For  ten  minutes  the  aftion  was  very  warm,  till  they 
had  made  a  lodgment  on  the  rock,  when  a  retreat  was  ordered. 
After  gaining  the  rock,  they  levelled  a  whole  platoon  at  gen.  Ar- 
nold within  30  yards  ;  and  yet  but  one  fhot  had  efFeft,  and  that 
killed  his  horfe.     He  had  prefence  of  mind   to  take  his  piftols, 
and  got  fafe  off,  by  mooting  a  foldier  dead,  who  was  advancing 
liaftily  to  run  him  through  with  his  bayonet.     The  Americans 
continued  to  keep  up  a  fcattering  fire  for  the  remaining  part  of 
the  day.     The  Britilh  halted  all  night  at  Ridgefield  ;  and  in  the 
morning  attempted  to  burn  the  church,  in  which  was  a  confide- 
rable  quantity  of  pork  and  wheat,  but  the  fire  was  extinguifhed 
without  having  done  any  material  damage.     They  however  fired 
four  private  houfes  which  were  confumed.     Monday  [April  28.] 
about  fun  rife,  they  renewed  their  march ;  but  perceiving  that 
Arnold,  with  a  number  of  men,  was  on  the  road  to  Norwalk, 
they  filed  off  to  the  eaft,  forded  Sagatuck  river,  and  marched  by 
the  fide  of  it  on  a  ridge  of  hills.     The  Americans  kept  on  the 
weft  fide  nearly  half  a  mile  from  them.     Each  cannonaded  the 
other  at  times  very  warmly.     About  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, col.  Deming  and  a  fmall  party  of  continental  troops,  ford- 
ed the  river  up  to  their  middle,  undifcovered  by  the  enemy,  and 
fell  on  their  rear  and  left,  and  galled  them  exceedingly.     The 
Americans  marched  on  till  they  got  to  Sagatuck  bridge,  about 

two 
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two  miles  from  Campo  of  which  the  enemy  pofleffed  themfelves 
alter  landing ;  when  both  being  upon  high  land,  a  furious  can.- 
nonading  enfued,  which  continued  for  fifteen  minutes.  The  Bri- 
tifh then  pulhed  on  with  vigor  to  reach  their  fhipping.  Arnold 
with  a  divifion  purfued  clofely  ;  and  by  a  quick  march  gained  an 
eminence  on  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy's  rear.  An  incefTant 
fire  of  field  pieces  and  fmall  arms  followed  for  a  fmall  time,  but 
with  little  or  no  execution.  The  Americans  could  not  purfue 
further  without  being  expofed  to  the  fire  of  the  fhips.  The  van 
of  the  Britifh  immediately  embarked.  The  centre  and  rear  form- 
ed on  the  hill.  While  the  field  pieces  were  playing  on  the  boats, 
col.  Lamb  of  New-York,  advanced  with  a  party  of  200  men 
within  100  yards  of  the  enemy  on  the  hill,  and  galled  them  from 
behind  a  ftone  wall.  They  in  about  ten  minutes  fent  a  party  from 
their  right  to  flank  the  Americans,  and  advanced  another  party 
from  their  front,  who  came  running  down  the  hill  with  great  fu- 
ry. Notwithstanding  the  fpirited  exertions  of  col.  Lamb,  his 
party  inftantly  retreated  in  great  diforder,  and  were  purfued  to 
*he  foot  of  the  hill ;  and  not  a  fingle  man  would  venture  to  fup- 
port  them.  Thofe  who  were  at  hand,  fought  their  own  fafety 
by  a  fpeedy  flight.  The  remainder  of  the  Britifh  fopn  after  em- 
barked without  further  moleftation. 

Thus  ended  an  affair,  which  reflects  much  honor  on  gen.  Ar- 
nold for  his  perfonal  braveiy  ;  but  not  much  upon  gen.  Tryon's 
expedition  (if  the  plan  was  his)  as  the  deftruftion  of  American 
property  was  not  a  fuffkient  compenfation  for  the  lofs  which  the 
detachment  under  him  fuftained.  The  enemy  allow  that  the  ex- 
cur  fion  cofl  them  dear  ;  and  from  various  accounts  and  circum- 
flances,  there  is  little  reafon  to  doubt,  but  they  had  at  leaft  four 
hundred  killed,  wounded  and  taken.  A  great  number  of  the 
Connecticut  militia  affembled ;  but  not  more  than  6  or  700  of 
them  fubjefted  themfelves  to  any  order,  the  reft  were  mere  fpec- 
tators  :  of  fuch  as  did  fubjeft  themfelves,  too  many  behaved  in 
a  difgraceful  cowardly  manner.  Their  affembling  however,  and 
exerting  themfelves  as  they  did,  ferved  to  fhow  in  a  finking  point 
of  view,  the  fpirit  of  oppofition  prevailing  among  the  people. 
The  lofs  of  the  Americans  was  about  twenty  men  killed  and  forty 
wounded.  Docfor  Atwater,  a  gentleman  of  confiderable  influ- 
ence, was  among  the  flain.  Col.  Lamb  received  a  violent  con- 
tufion  on  his  back  from  a  grape  fhot,  while  attempting  to  rally  his 
men.  Gen.  Arnold  was  expofed  at  the  fame  time,  and  had  his  horfe, 
fhot  through  the  neck.  Gen.  Woofter  languifhed  for  a  few  days 
under  the  wound  he  had  received,  and  died  on  the  ad  of  May. 
Congrefs  refolved  that  a  monument  fhould  be  erefted  to  his  memo- 
ry, as  an  acknowledgment  of  his  merit  and  fervices.  The  general 
behaved  with  great  valor,  aad  loft  his  life  glorioufly  in  defending 

the 
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the  liberties  of  America,  at  the  advanced  age  of  feventy.  Proper 
notice  was  taken  of  gen.  Arnold,  on  the  twentieth  of  May,  when 
congrefs  refolved,  "  That  the  quarter-mailer  general  be  dire6ted 
to  procure  a  horfe,  and  prefent  the  fame  properly  caparifoned, 
to  major  gen.  Arnold,  in  the  name  of  this  congrefs,  as  a  token 
ot  their  approbation  of  his  gallant  conduct  in  the  action  againft 
the  enemy  in  their  late  enterprize  to  Danbury,  in  which  gen.  Ar- 
nold had  one  horfe  killed  under  him,  and  another  wounded." 
They  had  chofen  him  major  general  on  the  fecond  of  May. 

General  Wafhington  concluding  that  a  bridge  which  the  Bri- 
tifh  had  been  preparing  at  Brunfwick,  was  intended  for  the  con- 
veying of  them  acrofs  the  Delaware,  directed  Mr.  Merfereau  to 
procure  the  exacl  breadth  of  the  river  from  CorriPs  ferry  to  the 
falls,  that  fo  knowing  that  and  the  length  of  the  bridge,  which 
he  meant  to  obtain,  he  might  penetrate  where  it  was  that  they 
defigned  to  pafs  over.  Inllead  of  his  army's  gathering  itrength, 
proportionable  to  the  exigencies  that  exiiled,  he  had  to  complain 
of  the  uncommon  prevalency  of  defertion  in  it.  The  deficiency 
in  fome  of  the  corps  which  joined  him,  from  that  and  other  cau- 
ies,  was  almoft  incredible.  It  was  the  cafe,  that  too  many  con- 
vict fervants  were  purchafed  from  their  mailers  by  the  recruiting 
officers;  and  on  fuch  there  could  be  no  reliance.  [May  21. j 
The  general  wrote,  "  Nothing  but  a  good  face  and  falfe  appear- 
ances have  enabled  us  hitherto  to  deceive  the  enemy  refpecling 
cur  ftrength." 

General  Parfons,  knowing  that  the  Britifh  commiffaries  had 
been  employed  in  procuring  forage,  grain,  and  other  neceffaries 
for  the  roval  army,  which  were  depofned  at  Sagg-harbour,  pro- 
jected a  fcheme  for  deilroying  them  ;  and  employed  col.  Meigs 
in  executing  it.  The  colonel  left  New-Haven,  with  his  men  in 
thirteen  whale  boats  on  the  2ifi  of  May,  and  proceeded  to  Guil- 
ford. The  wind  being  high  and  the  fea  rough,  he  could  not  pafs 
the  Sound  till  Friday  the  23d.  He  then  left  Guilford  at  one 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  with  one  hundred  and  feventy  men  of 
his  detachment,  under  convoy  of  two  armed  floops,  and  in  com- 
pany with  another  unarmed  to  bring  off  prifoners,  and  croffed 
the  Sound  to  the  north  branch  of  the  ifland  near  Southhold,  where 
he  arrived  about  fix  in  the  evening.  He  ordered  the  whale  boats, 
with  moil  of  the  men,  over  land  to  the  bay,  where  they  reim- 
barked  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  thirty,  and  at  about 
twelve  o'clock  arrived  fafe  acrofs  the  bay  (which  feparated  be- 
tween the  north  and  fouth  branch  of  the  illand)  within  about  four 
miles  of  Sac(g-harbour  :  the  boats  being  firit  fecured  in  the  wood, 
Under  the  care  of  a  guard,  the  colonel  marched  with  the  remain- 
ing detachment,  in  the  greateft  order  and  filence,  and  at  two 
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o'clock  arrived  at  the  harbour.  [May  24/j  The  feveral  divisi- 
ons with  fixed  bayonet,  attacked  the  guards  and  polls  afligned 
them.  The  alarm  foon  became  general,  when  a  fehooner  of 
twelve  guns  and  feventy  men  began  a  fire  :  the  Americans  re- 
turned it,  and  fired  the  veffeis  and  forage,  killed  and  captivated 
all  the  foldiers  and  failors,  except  fix  whoefcaped  under  cover  of 
the  night.  Twelve  brigs  and  Hoops  (one  an  armed  veffel  with 
twelve  guns)  about  a  hundred  tons  of  preffed  hay,  oats,  corn 
(meaning  Indian)  and  other  forage,  ten  hoglheads  of  rum,  and 
a  large  quantity  of  merchandize  were  confumed.  The  colonel 
returned  fafe  with  all  his  men  to  Guilford  by  two  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  with  ninety  prifoners  (having  in  twenty-five 
hours,  by  land  and  water,  tranfported  his  men  full  ninety  miles) 
without  having  a  fingle  man  killed  or  wounded.  The  enemy 
had  fix  killed.  Congrefs  have  fince  ordered  an  elegant  fword  to 
be  prelented  to  him. 

General  Wafhington,  at  length  being  fomewhat  reinforced, 
quitted  Morriftown  toward  the  end  oi  May  ;  and  advancing 
within  a  few  miles  of  Brunfwick,  took  poffeflion  of  the  ftrong 
country  about  Middle-Brook.  His  whole  force  however,  pre- 
fent  and  fit  for  duty,  including  what  were  under  general  Sullivan 
(who  lay  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  him)  with  matroffes  and  one 
hundred  and  eighty  cavalry,  amounted,  on  the  9th  of  June,  to 
no  more  than^727i  *.  He  wrote  on  the  12th,  "  A  council  of 
general  officers  all  agreed,  that  our  prefent  army  was  infufficient 
to  make  a  proper  refinance,  or  to  attack  Howe's  united  force, 
or  to  make  an  impreffion  upon  him  fhould  he  leave  us  unmo- 
leffed,  and  march  through  the  flat  country  toward  the  Delaware." 
The  plea  that  Sir  William  Howe  made  for  not  taking  the  field, 
was  the  want  of  tents  and  field  equipage,  which  were  not  feat 
him  in  time. 

The  articles  arriving,  together  with  a  body  of  Anfpachers, 
and  a  number  of  Britilh  and  German  recruits,  he  palled  over  to 
the  Jerfeys,  and  marched  from  Brunfwick  on  the  night  of  the 
13th,  and  took  the  field.  But  he  was  not  attended  with  that 
number  of  provincials  which  was  expected.  "  Mr.  Oliver  De- 
lancey,  reputed  the  molt  likely  man  in  New-York  to  induce  the 
loyalifts  of  that  province  to  join  the  king's  troops,  was  appointed 
a  brigadier  general,  and  authorized  to  raife  three  battalions,  to 
confifl  of  1500  privates.  Every  poffible  effort  was  ufed  by  him 
and  gov.  Tryon,  not  only  in  the  diflricls  poffeffed  by  the  king's 
troops,  but  by  employing  perfons  to  go  through  the  country,  and 
invite  the  well-affe&ed  to  come  in.  Several  of  the  officers,  anxi- 

*  From  the  general  returns  of  Jhe  army. 
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ous  to  complete  their  corps,  fought  for  recruits  among  the  pri- 
foners,  and  ventured  to  hold  out  to  them  the  temptations  of  pay, 
liberty  and  pardon.  Notwithftanding  all  thefe  efforts  and  encou- 
ragements, gen.  Delancey  raifed  only  597  men." — "  Mr.  Court- 
land  Skinner,  who  is  acknowledged  to  pofiefs  confiderable  influ- 
ence in  the  Jerfies,  was  alfo  appointed  a  brigadier  general,  and 
authorized  to  raife  five  battalions,  to  confilt  of  2500  privates. — 
The  fame  efforts  were  made  as  for  the  raifing  of  Delancey's  corps 
but  Skinner's  numbers  amounted  only  to  517*-"  No  fooner 
had  gen.  Howe  taken  the  field,  but  the  Jerfey  militia  turned  out 
in  a  very  fpirited  manner,  as  though  determined,  in  conjunction 
with  the  continentals,  to  harrafs  and  oppofe  the  royal  army  on 
their  march  through  the  country.  The  general  came  out  as 
light  as  he  could,  leaving  all  his  baggage,  provifions,  (except 
enough  to  fubfift  the  troops  two  or  three  days  at  a  time)  boats 
and  bridges  atBrunfwick;  which,  in  the  judgment  of  general 
Wafhington,  forcibly  contracted  the  idea  of  an  expedition  to- 
ward the  Delaware.  Every  appearance  coincided  to  confirm  the 
opinion,  that  Howe  intended  in  the  firft  place  a  ftroke  at  his  ar- 
my. The  American  general  reafoned  thus :  "  Had  their  defign 
in  the  firft  inftance  been  to  crofs  the  Delaware,  they  would  pro- 
bably have  made  a  Uriel;  rapid  march  toward  it,  and  not  have 
halted,  as  they  have  done,  to  awaken   our  attention,  and  give 

us  time  to  make  every  preparation  for  obftrucling  themt." 

Of  the  fudden  retreat  of  the  royal  army,  The  general  wrote  on 
the  20th,  "  The  enemy  decamped  the  night  before  laft,  and 
have  returned  to  their  former  pofition.  It  appears  to  have  been 
in  confequence  of  a  fudden  refolution,  as  they  had  raifed  a  chain  of 
redoubts  from  Somerfet  to  Brunfwick.  What  may  have  deter- 
mined them  to  change  their  plan  is  hard  to  tell.  Whether  alarm- 
ed at  the  animation  among  the  people — difappointed  in  the  move- 
ments they  may  have  expecled  us  to  make,  thence  concluding 
their  defign  impracticable — or  whether  they  may  have  an  opera- 
tion in  view  in  fome  other  quarter,  the  event  mult  fhow." 

Howe's  front  extended  to  Somerfet  Court-houfe,  about  nine 
miles;  his  rear  remained  at  Middle-Bufh,  halfway  between  that 
and  Brunfwick.  Wafhington  was  encamped  upon  his  right  flank 
(as  he  marched)  at  the  diftance  of  about  five  miles.  His 
troops  were  fo  difpofed  under  Sullivan  and  himfelf,  as  to 
have  been  capable  of  giving  a  pretty  fuccefsful  oppofition.  When 
the  royal  army  retreated  back  to  Brunfwick,  they  burnt  and  de- 
Aroyed  the  farm  houfes-  upon  the  road.     Their  cruelties  to  the 

*  Sir  William  Howe's  Narrative,  p,  49, 
T  General  Wafhington's  letter  of  June  17. 
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inhabitants  were  inexpreffible.  They  ruined  and  defaced  every 
public  edifice,  particularly  triofe  dedicated  to  the  Deity.  They 
removed  their  baggage  to  Amboy,  for  which  place  they  fet  out 
on  the  22d.  The  evening  before,  feveral  pieces  of  information, 
and  a  variety  of  circumflances,  made  it  evident  to  the  American 
general,  that  a  move  was  in  agitation,  and  it  was  the  prevailing 
opinion  that  it  would  be  the  next  morning.  The  general  there- 
fore detached  three  brigades  under  gen.  Greene,  to  fall  upon 
the  rear  and  kept  tlie  main  body  paraded  to  fuppert  them,  if  ne- 
cefTary.  A  party  of  col.  Morgan's  light  infantry  attacked,  and 
drove  the  Hefhan  piquet  about  fun-rife.  The  enemy,  upon  the 
appearance  of  Wayne's  brigade,  and  Morgan's  regiment  oppo- 
site Brunfwick,  immediately  croffed  the  bridge  to  the  eaft  fide  of 
the  river,  and  threw  themfelves  into  redoubts.  The  Americans 
advanced  brifkly  upon'them,  upon  which  they  quitted  the  redoubts 
without  making  oppofition,  and  retired  by  the  Amboy  road.  In 
the  purfuit,  col.  Morgan's  riflemen  exchanged  feveral  fharp  fires 
with  the  enemy,  which  did  confiderable  execution.  From  intelli- 
gence' through  various  channels,  there  was  reafon  to  believe,  that 
their  lofs  was  confiderable  and  fell  chiefly  on  the  grenadiers  and 
light  infantry,  who  formed  their  covering  party.  Gen.  Howe  ar- 
rived at  New-York  on  Sunday  afternoon  the  whole  of  which  day 
was  employed  in  removing  the  wounded  foldiers  from  the  docks 
to  the  hofpitals  there,  faid  to  amount  to  fome  hundreds  *.  One 
of  the  American  generals  humoroufly  wrote  concerning  Sir 
William  Howe's  returning  to  Brunfwick  by  night — "  General 
Howe  remained  five  days,  and  then  fneakt  off  by  night,  and  it 
is  well  he  did — for  had  he  went  by  day,  we  could  have  done  no- 
thing, but  have  looked  at  him." 

Lieutenant  colonel  Palfrey,  formerly  an  aid-de-camp  to  gen. 
W'afhington,  and  now  pay-mafter  general,  wrote  to  his  friend, 
"  I  was  at  Brunfwick  jull  after  the  enemy  had  left  it.  Never  let 
the  Britifh  troops  upbraid  the  Americans  with  want  of  cleanli- 
nefs,  for  fuch  dog  kennels  as  their  huts  were  my  eyes  never 
beheld.  Mr.  Burton's  houfe,  where  lord  Cornwallis  refided^ 
Hunk  fo  I  could  not  bear  to  enter  it.  The  houfes  were  torn  to 
pieces,  and  the  inhabitants  as  well  as  the  foldiers  have  fuffered 
greatly  for  want  of  provifions." 

[June  24.]  Gen.  Wafhington,  upon  the  enemy's  retreat  ta 
Amboy,  with  the  advice  of  his  general  officers,  moved  the  whole 
army  to  Ouibble-town,  that  he  might  be  nearer  to  the  royal  for- 
ces, and  might  aft  according  to  circumftances.  The  Britifh  ge- 
neral, after  fending  over  from  Amboy  to  Staten-Ifiand,  the  hea- 
vy baggage  and  all  the  encumbrances  of  the  army,  ordered  a 
number  of  the  troops  to  follow  ;  with  an  intention  of  deceiving 

*  A  letter  to  gen.  Wafhingtco,  Remembrancer,  Vgl,  V.  p.  265, 
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the  Americans  into  an  opinion,  that  they  had  nothing  more  to 
apprehend  from  that  quarter.  The  troops  returned  the  evening 
of  the  23th,  and  the  next  morning,  the  general  advanced  unex-« 
peftedly  with  his  whole  army,  in  two  columns,  from  Amboy. 
Gen.  Wafiiington  conje&ured,  that  fo  fudden  a  movement,  was 
defigned  either  to  bring  on  a  general  engagement,  upon  terms 
difadvantageous  to  the  Americans;  or  to  cut  off  their  parties,  and 
lord  Stirling's  divifion,  which  had  been  fent  down  to  fupport 
them  :  or  to  poffefs  the  heights  and  paffes  in  the  mountains  ort 
the  left  of  the  continental  army.  The  two  laft  were  adjudged  to 
be  the  firfl  object  of  Howe's  attention,  as  his  march  was  rapid 
againft  thefe  parties,  and  indicated  a  ftrong  difpofition  to  gain 
the  paffes.  Upon  this,  gen.  Wafhington judged  it  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  to  move  his  force  from  the  low  ground  to  occupy  the 
heights  before  the  enemy,  which  was  effected  with  much  dif- 
patch.  The  enemy  fell  in  with  fome  of  the  light  parties,  and  a 
part  of  lord  Stirling's  divifion.  His  lordfhip  was  in  no  hurrv  to 
retreat,  but  preferred  engaging  for  a  while,  wherein  he  made  a 
wrong  choice,  for  he  had  nearly  been  cut  off,  by  the  right  co- 
lumn under  lord  Cornwallis.  He  loft  three  field  pieces,  but  the 
lofs  of  men  was  trifling.  The  enemy's  lofs  in  the  feveral  fkir- 
milhes  of  the  day,  was  thought  to  be  more  confiderable  than 
that  of  the  Americans.  The  royal  army  continued  the  purfuit  as- 
far  as  Weftfield;  but  the  woods  and  intenfe  heat  of  the  weather 
prevented  its  effeft.  When  the  American  general  had  gained, 
the  paffes,  he  detached  a  body  of  light  troops  to  watch  their  mo- 
tions, and  afterward  ordered  Morgan's  riflemen  to  join  the  fer- 
vice.  The  Bntifh  remained  till  the  next  day  about  three  in  the 
afternoon,  and  then  returned  to  Raway,  and  the  dav  following 
to  Amboy.  On  the  30th,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the 
troops  began  to  crofs  over  to  Staten-Ifland,  and  the  rear  guard 
paffed  at  two  in  the  afternoon,  without  the  lead  appearance  of 
an  enemy.  Thus  they  evacuated  the  Jerfevs,  to  enter  upon 
new  conquefts,  in  hope  of  reducing  the  United  Slates  to  uncon- 
ditional fubmifhon.  Unlefs  they  can  hold,  when  they  have 
conquered,  they  will  never  accomplifh  the  bufinefs  affigned  them 
by  the  Brkifh  miniftry. 

Let  us  leave  gen.  Howe  engaged  in  embarking  his  army  from 
Staten-Ifland,  and  preparing  for  fome  grand  expedition;  that  we 
may  attend  to  the  affairs  of  the  northern  department. 

Gen.  Schuyler  prefented  a  memorial  to  congrefs,  explaining 
the  expreflions  in  his  letter  which  had  given  them  offence.  They 
refolved,  on  the  8th  of  Mav,  that  the  explanation  was  fatisfac- 
tory,  and  that  now  they  entertained  the  fame  favorable  fenti- 
•raents  concerning  him,  which  they  entertained  before  that  letter 

was 
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was  received.  This  feems  to  have  been  deCgnedly  preparative 
to  what  followed  a  fortnight  after,  when  it  wasrefolved,  "  That 
Albany,  Tyconderoga,  Fort  Stanwix,  and  their  dependencies, 
be  henceforward  confidered  as  forming  the  northern  department 
— That  major  general  Schuyler  be  direfted  forthwith  to  proceed 

to  the  northern  department,  and  take  the  command  there." 

It  was  faidj  that  lie  was  the  only  fingle  man  who  could  keep  the 
New-York  fubjeQs  united  againft  the  common  enemy,  and  that 
his  prefence  was  abfolutely  neceffary  for  their  immediate  fuccour 
and  fervice,  as  well  as  that  of  the  United  States  clofely  connect- 
ed therewith.  The  New-England  delegates,  the  prefident  ex- 
cepted, oppofed  his  being  direfted  to  take  the  command,  as  it 
fuperfeded  general  Gates.  But  they  were  obliged  to  yield  to 
numbers,  at  a  time  when  unluckily  fome  men  were  abfent,  who 
would  otherwife  have  turned  the  fcale.  The  choice  of  general 
Schuyler  caufed  great  boafting,  though  there  were  only  five 
ftates  out  of  eleven  in  favor  of  the  meafure,  the  others  were 
either  againft  it,  or  could  not  vote  for  want  of  the  requifite  num- 
ber of  delegates,  or  their  being  equally  divided.  There  is  what 
numbers  deem  a  New-York  party  in  congrefs  ;  whofe  proceed- 
ings have  in  fome  inftances  been  myfterious.  An  abfolute  order 
for  relinquifhing  the  weftern  lines  and  Tyconderoga  was  puflied. 
for,  before  the  choice  of  Schuyler,  but  did  not  prevail :  how- 
ever it  was  refolved,  that  gen.  Gates  fhould  be  empowered  to 
abandon  Tyconderoga  at  pleafure. 

It  was  incumbent  on  the  ftates  of  New-Hampfhire,  Maffachu- 
fetts  in  particular,  and  Connecticut,  to  furnilh  the  troops  necef- 
fary for  the  defence  of  the  northern  pofts  ;  but  a  ftrange  remiff- 
nefs  prevailed,  greatly  from  an  expectation  that  Tyconderoga 
would  not  be  attacked.  The  Maffachufetts  general  court  learn- 
ing that  this  was  the  opinion  of  the  commander  in  chief,  neglecl- 
cd  forwarding  their  quota  of  men.  Reports,  (occafioned  proba- 
bly by  the  arts  of  the  enemy)  were  fpread  that  the  troops  in  Ca- 
nada were  to  join  gen.  Howe.  Members  of  congrefs  were  de- 
ceived by  them,  fo  that  gen.  Gates,  after  he  had  taken  the  com- 
mand, wrote,  that  he  had  the  ftrongeft  aflurances  from  congrefs, 
that  the  king's  troops  were  all  ordered  round,  by  the  river  St. 
Lawrence  to  New- York,  leaving  only  a  fufficient  number  to 
garrifon  their  forts.  Gates  eftimated,  that  for  the  defence  of 
Ty  and  its  dependencies,  11,700  continentals,  befide  the  aid  of 
the  militia,  would  be  wanted.  Schuyler- afterward  eftimated. 
them  at  10,000,  but  then  he  thought  the  lines  at  Mount  Inde- 
dence  not  one  half  fo  extenfive  as  he  found  them. 

The  Britifh  operations  againft  this  department,  were  taken 
«>ut  of  the  hands  of  Sir  Guy  Carlcton,  and  committed  to   the 
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charge  of  gen.  Burgoyne.  The  force  allotted  to  them,  confin- 
ing of  Britifh  and  German  troops,  amounted  to  more  than 
7000  men,  exclufive  of  the  artillery  corps.  Of  thefe,  the  Ger- 
mans, moflly  Brunfwickers,  exceeded  3200.  Arms  and  accoiN 
trements  were  amply  provided  to  fupply  thofe  royalifts,  who 
were  expe&ed  to  join  the  army,  as  foon  as  it  penetrated  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States,  A  powerful  brafs  train  of  artillery 
was  furnifhed,  probably  the  fined,  and  the  moft  excellently  fup- 
plied  as  to  officers  and  private  men,  that  had  ever  been  allotted 
to  fecond  the  operations  of  any  army,  not  exceeding  the  prefent 
in  number.  Befide  the  regular  forces,  feveral  tribes  of  Indians 
were  induced  to  come  into  the  field.  It  has  been  generally  fup- 
pofed,  that  Carleton's  fcruples  upon  the  point  of  employing 
them,  were  by  no  means  acceptable  to  miniflry.  They  were 
eonfidered  as  a  principal  number  of  the  force  deftined  to  the 
profecution  of  the  northern  war  ;  and  the  governor  of  Canada 
was  accordingly  enjoined  to  ufe  his  utmoft  influence  in  bringing 
them  forward  in  fupport  of  it.  In  the  execution  of  the  propofea 
operations,  gen.  Burgoyne  was  feconded  by  able  and  excellent 
officers,  gen.  Phillips  of  the  artillery,  generals  Frazer,  Powel, 
and  Hamilton,  with  the  Brunfwick  generals,  Baron  Reidefel, 
and  gen.  Specht.  The  army  was,  in  every  refpeft,  in  the  beft 
condition  :  the  troops  were  in  the  higheft  fpirits,  admirably 
disciplined,  and  uncommonly  healthy.  Col.  St.  Leger  was  de- 
tached by  way  of  Ofwego  to  make  a  diverfion  on  the  MohawK 
river.  He  had  220  men  from  the  eighth  and  thirty -fourth  re- 
giments, Sir  John  Johnfon's  corps  of  New-Yorkers  lately  raifed, 
lome  Hanau  chafleurs,  a  company  of  Canadians,  and  a  party  of 
Indians,  befide  the  expectation  of  being  joined  by  a  much  larger 
number.  His  force  did  not  probably  exceed  800  men.  The 
main  armv  under  gen.  Burgoyne  proceeded  up  Lake  Champlain, 
landed  and  encamped  at  no  great  diftance  from  Crown  Point, 
where  he  met  the  Indians  in  eongrefs,  and  afterward  in  compli- 
ance with  their  cufloms,  gave  them  a  war  feaft.  He  made  a 
fpeech  to  them,  ["June  21.]  calculated  to  excite  their  ardour  in 
the  common  caufe,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  reprefs  their  barba- 
rity. He  enjoined  it  upon  them,  that  they  fhould  only  kill  thofe 
who  oppofed  them  in  arms  ;  that  old  men,  women,  children  and 
prifoners,  mould  be  held  facred  from  the  knife  or  hatchet,  even- 
in  the  heat  of  afrual  conflift  ;  that  they  fhould  only  fcalp  thofe 
whom  they  had  (lain  in  fair  oppofition  ;  but  that  under  no  pre- 
tence mould  they  fcalp  the  wounded,  or  even  dying,  much  lef» 
kill  perfons  in  that  condition.  They  were  promifed  a  compen- 
fation  for  prifoners,  but  informed  that  they  fhould  be  called  to 
account  for  fcalps.     Four  days  before  this  fpeeeh,  gen.  ocliuyier 
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arrived  at  Ty  ;  but  did  not  find  the  pod  in  fo  good  a  flate  of 
defence  as  he  expected.     He  imagined,  that   the  propofed  ob- 
itru£tions  (which  had  been  ordered  by  congrefs  the  laft  Decem- 
ber, and  which  had  been  backed  by  his  order  given  in  February, 
and  repeated  the  fifth  of  June)  would  have  been  completed,   or 
at  leaft  confiderably  more  advanced.     That  they  were  carried  on 
with  no  more  difpatch,  was  imputed  greatly  to  the  late  arrival 
of  fuch  troops,  as  could  not  be  brought  to  work  with  fpirit ;  to  ar- 
tificers not  coming  by  the  time    they  were  ordered,  and   to  a 
want  of  working  cattle.     Gen.  St.  Clair  would  before  this  have 
called   in   the  militia,  but  for  the  ftate  of  his  magazine ;  which 
made  him  apprehend,  that  mould  they  come  in  fail,  they  might 
eat  him  out,  before  the  arrival  either  of  the  enemy  or  a  fupply. 
[June  29.]     General    Burgoyne  iffued  out  a  proclamation, 
meant  to  fpread  terror  among  thofe  Americans,  who  avowedly 
profeffed  themfelves  the  friends  of  congreffional  meafures  ;  and 
efpecially  to  excite  in  them  a  fear  of  the  Indians,  whofe  number 
was  magnified,  and  eagernefs  to  be  let  loofe  on  their  prey  defcrib- 
ed  with  uncommon  energy.     Protection    and   fecurity,  clogged 
with  conditions,  were  held  out  to  the  peaceable,  who  continued  in 
their  habitations.     All  the  outrages  of   war,  arrayed   in   their 
mofl  terrific  forms,  were  donounced  againfl  thofe  who  perfever- 
ed  in  their  hoftility.     But  the  people  at  large  were  fo  far  from 
being  frightened,  that  they  diverted  themfelves  with   the  procla- 
mation, as  a  complete  model  of  pompofity. 

General  St.  Clair  hoped,  that  the  enemy  would  have  aflaulted 
him  ;  and  depended  on  that  for  rendering   his   fmall    garrifon 
ferviceable  to  his  country,  as  he  was  perfuaded   that  his  troops 
were  brave  ;  and,  in  cafe   of  an   affault,  would    have   given  a 
good  account  of  the  affailants.    But  the  moment  he  was  inform- 
ed of  Burgoyne's  numbers,  and   faw   that  a   regular  liege   was 
meant,  he  was  certain  that  the  effectual  defence  of  the  polls  was 
impoflible.     The  old  French  lines  at  Ty  had  been  ftrengthened 
with  additional  works.     There  were  other  pofls  with  works  and 
blockhoufes  toward  Lake  George.  Oppofite  Ty,  on  the  eaflern 
more  of  the  inlet  by  which  the  waters  from  Lake  George  empty 
themfelves  into  Lake  Champlain,  a  high  circular  hill,  alias  Mount 
Independence,  was  ftrongly  fortified.     Thefe   two   pofls    were 
joined  by  a  floating  bridge,  below  which    a    flight   boom  was 
thrown  acrols  the  lake,  and  large  caffoons  were  funk  above,  but 
this  arduous  work  for  ob Articling  the  navigation  was  not  com- 
pleted.    Inflead  of  a  full  complement  of  troops,  to  man  the  ex- 
tenfive  lines  and  defend  the  numerous  works,  the  whole  force 
confifled  only   of  2546  continentals,  befide  900  militia,  badly 
equipped  and  worfe  armed,  particularly  in  the  article  of  bay- 
onets, 
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onets,  which  not  above  one  in  ten  had.  The  fmallnefs  of  the 
garrifon  would  not  admit  of  their  poflefling  themfelves  of  Sugar- 
hill  alias  Mount  Defiance,  which  by  its  height  and  proximity 
had  fuch  an  entire  command  both  of  Ty  and  Mount  Indepen- 
dence, that  an  enemy  might  from  thence  have  counted  their  ve- 
ry numbers,  and  enfiladed  every  part  of  their  works,  as  had  been 
difcovered  months  before  upon  trial,  when  a  cannon  had  been 
drawn  up  and  fired  from  the  top  of  it. 

[July  2.J  On  the  near  approach  of  the  right  wing  of  the 
royal  army  upon  the  Tyconderoga  fide,  the  Americans  abandon- 
ed their  works  toward  Lake  George,  and  left  gen.  Phillips  to 
poffefs  the  advantageous  pott  of  Mount  Hope,  without  making 
any  refiftance,  which  mull  have  been  ineffeftual,  and  could  have 
anfwered  no  good  purpofe.  That  apparent  fupinenefs  and  want 
of  vigor  with  which  they  were  chargeable,  was  not  occafioned 
by  cowardice,  or  incapacity,  but  aftual  imbecility.  Gen.  Bur- 
goyne's  troops  proceeded  with  much  expedition,  in  the  conduc- 
tion of  their  works,  the  bringing  up  of  artillery,  ftores  and  pro- 
vifions,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  their  potts.  But  what  gave 
the  greateft  alarm  was,  the  very  rapid  progrefs  they  made  in 
clearing  a  road,  and  getting  artillery  on  Sugar-hill.  When  once 
they  had  erecled  a  battery  on  this  height,  only  a  few  hours  more 
would  have  been  required  to  have  invefted  the  Americans  on  all 
fides,  which  might  have  been  effected  by  occupying  the  ground 
on  the  eail  fide  of  Lake  Champlain  below  Mount  Independence, 
where  the  pafs  from  the  lake  to  Eaft-Creek  is  very  narrow.  The 
lame  reafon  which  prevented  gen.  St.  Clair's  calling  in  the  mi- 
litia, when  the  royal  army  was  at  a  diltance,  prevailed  when  they 
drew  nearer.  Having  received  intelligence  by  fpies,  that  in 
twenty-four  hours  the  inveftiture  would  be  completed,  when  he 
fhould  be  cut  off  from  all  pofhbility  of  fuccour,  gen.  Schuyler 
not  having  force  fufficient  at  Fort  Edward  to  relieve  him,  he  de- 
termined to  evacuate  his  potts,  though  he  knew  it  would  pro- 
duce fuch  aftoniihment  as  had  not  happened  fuace  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war.  If  he  was  fenfible  at  the  time,  that  mould  he 
remain  there,  he  would  fave  his  character  but  lofe  the  army  ; 
whereas  did  he  go  off,  he  fhould  fave  the  army  but  lofe  his  cha- 
racter ;  and  did  he  courageously  conclude  upon  facrificing  the 
]afl  to  the  caufe  in  which  he  was  engaged,  he  deferves  the  warm- 
eft  commendations.  A  council  of  war  was  called,  and  it  was 
unanimoufly  concluded  upon  to  evacuate  as  foon  as  poflible. — ■ 
1  he  general  by  evacuating  intended  to  throw  his  troops  between 
the  country  and  the  royal  army,  that  the  militia  might  have  a  bo- 
dy to  colle£l  to,  whereas  Burgoyne  would  otherwife  be  at  liber- 
ty topurfue  his  operations  without  any  obftatle.  Proper  meafures 

were 
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were  immediately  taken  for  effe&ing  the  evacuation.  Orders  were 
given  to  the  troops  to  take  with  them,  before  they  left  the  ground^ 
8daysprovifion,fufficientto  have  carried  them  to  the  North-river 
had  they  purfued  the  route  intended.  The  general  meant  to  pufh 
for  Skeenfborough,  and  there  to  have  met  the  200  boats  and  5 
armed  gallies,  on  board  of  which  were  embarked  at  night  as 
much  cannon,  {lores  and  provifions  as  time  would  permit.  The 
officer  in  the  Jerfey  redoubt  was  to  continue  firing  his  cannon 
every  half  hour,  toward  the  battery  the  enemy  were  erecting  op- 
pofite  to  him  till  further  orders,  that  there  might  be  no  fulpici- 
on  of  the  manoeuvres  going  forward.  All  the  cannon  that  could 
not  be  removed  were  to  be  fpiked  up,  and  many  were.  The 
knocking  off  of  the  trunnions  was  omitted,  as  it  might  alarm  the 
•enemy.  Previous  to  ftriking  the  tents  every  light  was  to  be  put 
out.  Though  the  evacuation  was  refolved  upon  about  three  in 
f  he  afternoon,  it  could  not  be  carried  into  execution  till  night ; 
and  it  was  at  a  feafon  when  the  nights  were  at  the  fhorteft,  and 
when  it  was  moon  light.  The  neceffity  of  keeping  the  matter  a 
fecret  until  the  very  moment,  prevented  any  preparatory  fteps 
to  expedite  the  bufinefs.  Hence  difficulties  arofe,  which  occafi- 
onedfome  irregularities  in  the  different  embarkations,  and  made  it 
impoflible  to  prevent  all  diforder.  But  for  want  of  gen.  Fer- 
moy's  circulating  proper  orders  in  feafon  to  his  brigade,  and  of 
due  attention  on  his  part,  every  thing  appeared  in  the  greateft 
confufion  on  Mount  Independence. 

[July  6.]  At  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  St.  Clair  left  Ty- 
conderoga.  About  three,  the  troops  were  put  into  motion  for 
the  evacuation  of  the  Mount,  but  Fermoy  having  fet  fire  to  his 
houfe  (contrary  to  pofitive  orders)  the  whole  Mount  was  en- 
lightened by  it,  fo  that  the  enemy  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
every  movement,  which  damped  the  fpirits  of  the  Americans, 
and  induced  them  to  pufh  off  in  a  diforderly  manner.  Colonel 
Francis  brought  off  the  rear  guard  in  good  order  about  four 
o'clock.  Many  regiments  after  a  while  recovered  from  their 
confufion  through  the  exertions  of  St.  Clair.  Upon  the  army's 
arriving  at  Hubbardton,  they  were  halted  for  near  two  hours. — 
The  rear  guard  was  increafed  by  many  who  at  firfl  did  not  be- 
long to  it,  but  were  picked  up,  through  an  inability  of  keeping  up 
with  their  regiments.  Moll  of  the  ftragglers  and  rear  guard 
having  joined,  the  army  was  again  put  in  motion.  The  rear 
guard  was  here  given  to  col.  Warner,  with  orders  to  follow  as 
foon  as  the  whole  came  up,  and  to  halt  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
ftort  of  the  main  body  (which  was  to  continue  that  night  at 
Caftletoji,  about  fix  miles  from  Hubbardton)  and  to  march  in 
the  morning   by  four,  and  join   it.     Caflleton   is  thirty  miles 

from 
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from  Ty,  and  twelve  from  Skeenfborough.  Col.  Warner,  with 
the  rear  guard  and  ftragglers,  amounting  to  near  1200,  deter- 
minined  to  remain  at  Hubbardton  that  night,  becaufe  the  men 
were  much  fatigued.  In  the  morning  the  general  paraded  the 
army,  and  waited  near  two  hours  for  the  rear  guard. 

When  general  Frazer  perceived  in  the  morning  that  the 
Americans  were  retiring,  he  commenced  a  purfuit  with  his 
brigade,  confifting  of  the  light  troops,  grenadiers  and  fome 
other  corps.  Gen.  Reidefel  with  molt  of  the  Brunfwickers,  was 
ordered  by  the  Britifh  commander  to  join  in  the  purfuit,  either 
to  fupport  Frazer  or  to  afct  feparatelv.  The  latter  continued  the 
purfuit  through  the  day;  and  receiving  intelligence  that  St. 
Clair's  rear  was  at  no  great  diftance,  ordered  his  troops  to  lie 
that  night  on  their  arms.  In  the  morning  he  came  up  with  the 
Americans,  commanded  by  col.  Warner,  who  had  befide  his 
own,  the  regiments  of  colonels  Francis  and  Hale. The  Britilh  ad- 
vanced boldly,  I  July  7 .J  and  the  two  bodies  formed  within 
about  60  yards  of  each  other.  Frazer  began  the  attack  about 
feven  o'clock,  expecting  every  moment  to  be  joined  by  Reidefel 
and  apprehending  that  if  he  delayed,  the  enemy  would  efcape. — 
Hale  being  apprized  of  the  danger,  never  brought  his  regiment 
to  the  charge,  but  fled ;  fo  that  Warner  could  bring  into  action 
no  more  than  about  feven  hundred  men.  The  conflict,  was 
bloodv.  Francis  fell  fighting  with  great  bravery.  Warner,  of- 
ficers and  foldiers,  behaved  with  much  refolution  and  gallantry, 
fo  that  the  Britilh  broke  and  gave  way ;  but  foon  formed  again, 
and  running  on  the  Americans  with  their  bayonets*,  the  latter 
were  put  into  no  fmall  confufion,  which  was  increafed  by  the  cri- 
tical arrival  of  gen.  Reidefel  with  the  foremoft  of  his  column, 
confifting  of  the  chaffeur  company  and  eighty  grenadiers  and 
light  infantry,  who  were  immediately  led  into  action.  They 
now  fled  on  all  fides.  Gen.  St.  Clair  heard  when  the  firing  be- 
gan, and  would  have  fupported  Warner  :  but  the  troops  that 
were  neareft,  two  militia  regiments,  would  not  obey  orders,  and 
the  others  were  at  too  great  a  diftance.  Hale,  who  had  at- 
tempted to  get  off  by  flight,  fell  in  with  an  inconfiderable  party 
ofBritifh,  and  furrendered  himfelf  with  a  number  of  his  men 
prifoners.  The  Americans  loft  324  in  killed,  wounded  and  pri- 
foners,  among  the  laft  were  12  officers.  The  royal  troops,  in- 
cluding Britilh  and  Germans,  had  not  lefs  than  183  killed  and 
wounded.     They  had  three    officers  killed  and  twelve  wound- 

*  Burgoyne's  Btatej  earl  of  B.^carras,   and  earl  of  Harrington's    de- 
claration. 

ed 
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ed*.  While  St.  Clair  was  at  Caftleton,  an  officer  of  one  of 
the  gallies  arrived  with  information  that  the  Britifh  were  pur- 
fuing  in  force  toward  Skeenfborough  and  would  reach  it  before 
he  could  get  there.  This  determined  him  to  change  his 
route,  and  to  ftrike  into  the  woods  on  his  left,  left  he  fhould 
be  intercepted  at  Fort  Anne.  Two  New-England  regiments  of 
militia,  Leonard's  and  Well's,  difcovered  fuch  a  plundering  dif. 
pofition  on  their  march,  and  behaved  fo  diforderly  during  the 
whole  retreat,  that  two  days  after  leaving  Caftleton  he  was 
obliged  to  difmifs  them  from  the  army  with  difgracet.  General 
Burgoyne  confiding  in  Frazer's  abilities  to  conduct  the  purfuit  of 
the  Americans  by  land,  turned  his  attention  to  the  purfuit  by 
water.  The  boom  and  the  other  obftru&ions  of  the  navigation, 
not  having  been  completed,  were  foon  cut  through  ;  fo  that  the 
gun  boats,  the  Royal  George  and  the  Inflexible  frigates  had  paf- 
fed  by  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Several  regiments  embark- 
ed on  board  the  veffels,  and  the  purfuit  was  fupported  with  fuch 
vigor,  that  by  three  in  the  afternoon,  the  foremeft  brigade  of 
gun  boats  were  engaged  with  the  enemy's  gallies  near  Skeenlbo- 
rough falls.  Upon  the  approach  of  the  frigates,  oppofition  cea- 
fed,  two  of  the  gallies  were  taken,  and  the  other  three  blown  up-. 
The  Americans  not  being  in  fufficient  force  to  make  an  effectual 
Hand,  fet  fire  to  the  works,  fort,  mills  and  batteaus ;  and  efcaped 
ap  they  could  up  Wood  Creek  to  Fort  Ann,  where  they  were 
joined  by  others,  ordered  thither  by  gen.  Schuyler,  who  lay  at 
Fort  Edward.  On  the  day  of  the  engagement  at  Hubbardton, 
the  general  was  obliged  to  flrip  the  men  at  the  laft  fort,  to  fend 
to  the  troops  at  the  former  ;  by  which  his  own  were  left  without 
lead  for  fome  days,  except  a  mere  trifle  from  Albany,  obtained 
by  ftripping  the  windows.  At  this  period  he  had  not  above  fe- 
ven  hundred  continentals,  and  not  above  twice  the  number  of 
militia  ;  and  could  not  furnifh  fmall  cannon  fufficient  for  a  cou- 
ple of  little  fchooners  on  Lake  George.  Lieut,  col.  Kill  was 
detached  by  gen.  Burgoyne  from  Skeenlborough  with  the  ninth 
regiment,  to  take  poll  near  Fort  Anne,  and  watch  the  motions 
of  the  Americans.  The  next  morning  [July  8.]  at  half  pa  ft  ten, 
they  attacked  him  in  front,  with  a  heavy  and  well-directed  fire, 
A  large  body  pafTed  the  creek  on  the  left,  and  find  from  a  thick 
Wood  acrofs  the  creek  on  the  left  flank  of  the  regiment ;  they 
then  began  to  recrofs  the  creek,  and  attack  it  in  the  rear.    It  took 

*  This  account  of  the  kiled,  and  wounded  and  prifcners,  on  both 
fides,  is  extracted  from  the  Journal  of  a  Britifh  officer,  -who  was  after- 
ward  taken  and  who  mentioned  the  names  of  tne  officers  killed  and 
wounded  on  his  own  fide. 

f  Con  full  the  Trials  oi  generals  St,  Cli.ir  ana  Schuyler  fo*-  many  f  &s 
related  reletting  them. 

poft 
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pod  on  the  top  of  a  hill  on  the  right  to  prevent  being  furround- 
ed.  No  fooner  had  it  taken  poft,  than  they  made  a  vigorous  at- 
tack, which  continued  for  Upward  of  two  hours,  and  would  cer- 
tainly have  carried  their  point,  had  it  not  been  for  fome  Indians, 
who  arrived  and  gave  the  Indian  war  whoop,  which  was  anfwer- 
ed  by  the  regiment  with  three  cheers,  after  which  the  Ameri- 
cans foon  gave  way  *.  They  then  fired  the  fort,  and  retreated 
to  Fort  Edward.  The  artillery  loft  by  the  evacuation  of  the 
northern  ports,  and  taken  or  deftroyed  in  the  armed  vefTels  at 
Skeenfborough,  was  prodigious,  amounting  to  no  lefs  than  128 
pieces  ferviceable  and  unferviceable.  The  lofs  of  flour,  bifcuit, 
pork  and  beef  was  alfo  very  confiderable. 

General  St.  Clair  joined  gen.  Schuyler  at  Fort  Edward  on  the 
twelfth,  after  a  fatiguing  march,  in  which  the  army  fuffered  much 
from  bad  weather  and  want  of  provifions.  Three  days  after, 
their  whole  ftrength  did  not  exceed  4400  men,  including  militia. 
The  day  following  the  affair  at  Fort  Anne,  Schuyler  ordered  a 
brigade  of  militia  to  begin,  as  near  the  fort  as  poflible,  to  fell 
trees ;  to  take  up  the  bridges,  and  burn  the  covering  and  timber ; 
and  to  make  the  utmofl  obftru&ions.  [July  16.J  A  continental 
brigade  was  directed  to  afllff.  in  deftroying  and  completely  flop- 
ping the  roads.  The  fame  day,  gen.  Schuyler  took  out  of  a  can- 
teen with  a  falfe  bottom,  a  letter  written  by  Mr.  Levius  to  gen. 
Sullivan.  Schuyler  prepared  an  anfwer,  defignedly  worded  fo 
as  to  deceive  and  perplex  Burgoyne  ;  which  he  figned  Canteen, 
communicated  to  feveral  gentlemen,  and  then  forwarded.  The 
Britifh  general  when  it  was  received,  could  not  tell  what  to  make 
of  it.  He  was  puzzled  for  two  or  three  days,  and  at  a  lofs 
whether  to  proceed  or  retreat ;  the  letter  was  fo  completely  enig- 
matical t. 

Happily  fur  the  Americans,  the  Britifh  general  continued  for 
feveral  days,  with  the  army  partly  at  Skeenfborough,  and  partly 
fpread  in  the  adjoining  country,  waiting  the  arrival  of  tents,  bag- 
gage and  provifion.  In  which  time  no  labour  was  fpared  in  open- 
ing roads  for  advancing  toward  Schuyler,  and  in  clearing  Wood 
Creek  of  all  impediments  laid  in  the  way,  in  order  to  open  a 
paffage  for  the  batteaus.  Like  exertions  were  ufed  at  Ty,  in 
Carrying  gun  boats,  provifion  vefTels  and  batteaus  over  land  into 
Lake  George.  By  reafon  of  the  route  which  the  general  took, 
he  did  not  arrive  at  Hudfon's-river,  and  fix  his  head  quarters 

*  Major  Forbes's  account  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  from  Burgoyne  s 
•State. 

j-  When  the  general  was  piifoner,  he  made  this  acknowledgment  to 
one  of  Schuyler's  fuit,  whom  he  atked  whether  ha  knew  any  thing  of 
it,  and  who  pretended  ignorarce, 

near 
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near  Fort  Edward,  till  the  30th  of  July.  Fort  Edward  is  no 
more  than  the  ruins  of  a  former  fort,  and  of  no  confequence  to' 
any  party.  It  could  afford  no  cover  to  gen.  Schuvler,  and  only 
gave  a  name  to  the  place  where  it  was  fituated.  The  general  left 
it  fcveral  days  before  Burgoyne  gained  its  neighbourhood.  He 
gave  this  frate  of  his  army  on  the  27th,  at  Mofes'  Creek,  in  an 
official  lettter — "  It  confifts  of  about  2700  continental  troops : — ■ 
of  militia  from  the  ftate  of  Connecticut — one  major — one  cap- 
tain— two  lieutenants — two  enfigns — one  adjutant — one  quarter 
mailer — fix  fergeants — one  drummer — fix  fick,  and  three  rank 
and  file  fit  for  duty — the  reft  after  remaining  three  or  four  days 
deferted  us : — Of  thofe  from  the  county  of  Berkfhire  (in  the  Maf- 
fachufetts)  whoconfifled  of  upward  of  1200,  half  of  which  were 
to  have  remained,  fomewhat  more  than  200  are  left,  the  remain- 
der having  alfo  deferted: — Of  col.  Mofeley's  regiment  from  the 
county  of  Hampfhire  (MafTachufetts)  about  ten  or  twelve  are 
left,  the  reft  having  deferted.  Of  col.  Porter's  regiment  of  the 
county  of  Hampfhire,  about  200  left : — Of  the  militia  of  the 
county  of  Albany,  1050  are  left,  being  forty-fix  more  than  half 
of  what  were  upon  the  ground,  when  it  was  refolved  to  let  half 
return  to  their  habitations."  He  added,  "  Tint  torpor,  criminal 
indifference,  and  want  of  fpirit  which  fo  generally  prevails,  is 
more  dangerous  than  all  the  efforts  of  the  enemy.  Nor  is  that 
jealoufy  and  fpirit  of  detraction,  which  fo  unhappily  prevails,  of 
(mail  detriment  to  our  caufe."  The  next  day  he  wrote  from  Sa- 
ratoga, twenty  miles  below  Fort  Edward,  and  37  above  Albany, 
"  Every  effort  of  the  enemy  would  be  in  vain,  if  our  exertions 
equalled  our  abilities,  if  our  virtue  was  not  finking  under  that  in- 
famous venality,  which  pervades  throughout  and  threatens  us  with 
ruin." 

The  defertions  above  mentioned  were  not  to  the  enemy,  but 
to  their  own  homes  ;  Schuyler  was  for  fome  reafons  a  very  un- 
acceptable commander  to  the  New-England  militia.  They  were 
in  general  difgufled  with,  and  would  not  ferve  under  him.  There 
were  no  defertions  to  the  royal  army  worth  noticing,  which  ar- 
gues there  were  no  lurking  feeds  of  difaffeclion  to  the  American 
caufe. 

Had  the  Biritifh  commander  returned  immediately  to  Ty,  and 
advanced  from  thence  in  the  mofl  expeditious  manner,  with  k 
few  light  field  pieces,  inflead  of  fuffering  any  delay,  in  order  to 
his  dragging  along  with  him  a  heavy  train  of  artillery,  he  might 
have  been  at  Albany  by  the  time  he  got  to  Hudfon's-river*.  Your 
correfpondent,  the  fifth  of  October  the  laff.  year,  breakfafled 

*  General  Gates  has  repeatedly  faid  as  mvch  ia  ray  hearing. 
Vol.  IJ,  F  f  with 
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with  gen.  Gates  at  Ty ;  failed  in  company  up  Lake  George  (about 
35  miles  long)  with  their  horfes  in  batteaus  ;  landed,  flayed  awhile, 
and  reached  Fort  Edward  (about  o.  miles  from  Fort  George)  at 
night  a  little  after  eight.  From  Ty  to  Lake  George  is  rather 
more  than  two  miles*  The  two  fmall  fchooners  on  the  lake, 
could  have  made  no  long  refiflance  againfl  a  brigade  of  gun- 
boats. Fort  George  was  well  adapted  to  keep  off  Indians  and 
fmall  parties :  but  not  to  flop  the  royal  arm}'.  The  Americans 
there,  inflead  of  defending  the  fort,  or  oppofmg  the  landing  of 
the  army,  would  undoubtedly  have  retreated  to  gen.  Schuyler  at 
Fort  Edward.  The  latter  felt  himfelf  fo  weak,  that  by  the  firft 
of  Auguft  he  drew  back  from  Saratoga  to  Stillwater  (25  miles 
north  of  Albany)  from  whence  he  wrote  on  the  4th,  "We  have 
not  above  4000  continental  troops ;  if  men,  one  third  of  which 
aie  negroes,  boys,  and  men  too  aged  for  the  field  or  indeed  any 
other  fervice,  can  be  called  troops.  The  flates  from  whence 
thefe  troops  came,  can  determine  why  fuch  boys,  negroes  and 
aged  men  were  fent.  A  great  part  of  the  army  took  the  field  in 
a  manner  naked,  without  blankets,  ill  armed,  and  very  deficient 
in  accoutrements.  Too  many  of  our  officers  would  be  a  difgrace 
to  the  moft  contemptible  troops  that  were  ever  collected  ;  and 
have  fo  little  fenfe  of  honor,  that  cafhiering  them  feems  no  pu- 
nifhment.  They  have  flood  by,  and  fuffered  the-  moft  fcanda- 
lous  depredations  to  be  committed  on  the  poor,  diflreffed,  ru- 
ined and  flying  inhabitants."  He  had  alfo  about  fifteen  hun- 
dred militia. 

The  evacuation  of  Tyconderoga  and  Mount  Independence, 
furprifed  gen.  Wafhington  ;  and  fpread  aflonifhment  and  terror 
through  the  New-England  flates.  The  general  was  led  to  believe 
that  the  garrifon  was  much  flronger.  The  Maffachufetts  gene- 
ral court  were  faulty  in  not  having  feafonably  forwarded  their 
quota  of  troops,  agreeable  to  the  requifition  of  congrefs.  The 
apprehenfions  of  the  Maffachuletts  people  were  the  greater,  as 
their  military  friends,  with  gen.  Wafhington's  army,  informed 
them,  that  the  expedition  which  Sir  William  Howe  had  under- 
taken, and  for  which  he  was  embarking  his  troops  from  Staten- 
Ifiand,  was  meant  againft  Boflon.  But  amid  all  the  difaflers 
which  had  happened,  and  the  confequent  terrors,  no  fort  of  dif- 
pefmon  to  comply  with  Britifh  propofitions,  appeared  in  any 
quarter,  Notwithflandingthe  fuccefs  that  had  attended  the  north- 
en  nrmy,  and  the  military  florin  that  was  gathering  at  Sandy- 
Hook,  and  no  one  flate's  knowing  where  it  would  fall,  yet  each 
oifcovered  a  determination  to  remain  independent.  The  Ame- 
rican commander  in  chief  received  information,  that  the  com- 
mon report  among  the  failors  and  foldiers  was,  that  the  fleet  was 

going 
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going  to  the  Delaware  :  but  as  Howe's  conduct  was  to  him  puz- 
zling beyond  meafure,  fo  were  the   informations  he  obtained. 
One  time  the  fhips  were  Handing  up  toward  the  North-river.   In 
a  little  while  they  were  going  up  the  Sound  ;  and    in  an  hour 
after  they  were  failing  out  of  the  Hook.     Before  their  failing,  a 
fpirited  adventure  took  place  on  the  fide  of  Rhode-Ifiand,  which 
not  only  fully  retaliated  the  furprifal  of  gen.  Lee,  but  procured 
an  indemnification  of  his  perfon.     Lieut,  col.  Barton,  of  a  mili- 
tia regiment  belonging  to  that  itate,  with  feveral  other  officers 
and  volunteers,  to  the  number  of  forty,  paffed  by  night   [Jul)*. 
10.J  from  Warwick  Neck  to  Rhode-Ifland,  and  though  they  had 
a  paifage  of  ten  miles  by  water,  eluded  the   watchfulnefs  of  the 
flnps  of  war  and  guard  boats  which  furrounded  the  ifiand.  They 
conducted  their  interprize  with  fuch  filence  and  dexterity,  that 
they  furprifed  gen.  Prefcot  in  his  quarters,  about  one  mile  from 
the  water  fide,  and  five  from  Newport,   and  brought  him  with 
'  one  of  his  aids-de-camp  fafe  to  the  continent,  which  they  had 
nearly  reached  before  there  was  any  alarm  among  the  enemy.  This 
'  adventure,  which  with  impartial  judges  mud  outweigh  col.  Har- 
court's  capture  of  gen.  Lee,  produced  much  exultation  on  the 
one  fide,  and  much  regret  on  the   other,  from  the  influence  it 
would  neceflarily  have  on  Lee's  deftination.     But  more  than  a 
'  month  before,  congrefs  had  received  information  that  Lee  was 
'  treated  by  gen.  Howe  with  kindnefs,  generofity  and  tendernefs, 
which  had  led  them  to  defire  that  col.  Campell  and  the  five  Hef- 
fian  officers  fliould  be  treated  in  a  fimilar  manner,  confiftent  with 
the  confinement  and  fafe  cuflody  of  their  perfons.     They  re- 
i  folved,  within  a  few  days  after  hearing  of  Prefcot's  being  taken, 
'  that  an  elegant  fword  fliould  befprovided  and  prefented  to  colonel 
Barton. 

The  Britifh  fleet  and  army  which  lay  at  Sandy-Hook  were 
deftined  for  the  reduction  of'  Pennfylvania,  particularly  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, in  purfuance  of  a  plan  which  had  been  fettled  between 
Sir  William  Howe  and  lord  George  Germain ;  but  did  not  fail 
till  the  23d  of  July.  The  land  force  confifted  of  thirty-iix  Bri- 
tifh and  Heffian  battalions,  including  the  light  infantry  and  gre- 
nadiers, with  a  powerful  artillery,  a  New- York  corps  called  the 
'  queen's  rangers,  and  a  regiment  of  light  horfe,  eftimatcd  altoge- 
ther at  about  16,000.  The  fleet  confifted  of  267  fail.  General 
Wafhington,  upon  the  fleet's  failing,  marched  his  army  toward 
Pennfylvania,  and  halted  it  at  Corriel's  ferry,  Howell's  ferry, 
and  Trenton.  He  wrote  from  Corriel's  ferry  on  the  30th. — 
"  Howe's  (in  a  manner)  abandoning  Burgoyne  is  fo  unaccounta- 
ble a  matter,  that  till  I  am  fully  allured  it  is  fo,  I  cannot  help 
calling   my  eyes  continually  behind  me.:'     He  mentioned  lis 

halting 


228         The    HISTORY   of    the         (A.D.i77?. 

halting  the  army,  till  the  fleet  fhould  appear  in  the  Delaware, 
and  put  the  matter  out  of  doubt ;  and  that  he  had  ordered  gen. 
Sullivan's  divifion  to  halt  at  Morriftown,  that  it  might  march 
fouthward  or  northward,  upon  the  firlt  advice  of  the  enemy's 
throwing  any  force  up  the  North-river. 

General  Washington's  perplexity  for  fome  days  cannot  be  fo 
well  conceived  of,  as  by  extracts  from  his  own  letters ;  read  then 
and  judge  for  yourfelf.  "  July  31.  The  enemy's  fleet  arrived 
at  the  Capes  of  Delaware  yefterday,  therefore  order  the  two  bri- 
gades thrown  over  the  river  to  march  immediately."  "  Chefter, 
Auguft  1.  I  had  proceeded  thus  far,  to  look  out  for  a  proper 
place  to  arrange  the  army,  when  I  received  the  provoking  ac- 
count, that  the  enemy's  fleet  left  the  Capes  yefterday,  andifeer- 
ed  eaftward.  I  fhall  return  with,  the  utmoft  expedition  to  the 
North-river:  a  fudden  ftroke  is  certainly  intended  by  this  ma- 
noeuvre. Call  in  every  man  of  the  militia  to  ftrengthen  the  high- 
land polls."  "Auguft  1.  The  enemy's  fleet  put  to  fea  yefterday 
morning  at  eight  o'clock,  and  were  out  of  fight  three  hours  when 
the  exprefscame  away.  It  appears  gen.  Howe  has  been  prafti- 
ling  a  deep  feint  to  draw?our  whole  force  to  this  point.  Counter- 
march your  divifion,  and. proceed  with  all  poffible  expedition  to 
Peek's-kill."  "  Auguft  3.  The  conduct  of  the  enemy  is  difficult, 
and  diftreffing  to  be  underftood."  "  Auguft  1 1.  On  the  feventh 
the  enemy  was  off  Sinepuxent  inlet  about  lixteen  leagues  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  Capes  of  Delaware,  on  which  I  have  halted  for 
further  intelligence."  "  Auguft  22.  The  enemy's  fleet  have  en- 
tered Chefapeak.  There  is  not  now  the  leaft  danger  of  Howe's 
going  to  New-England  ;  forward  this  account  to  gov.  Trumbull, 
to  be  by  him  fent  on  to  the  eaftward." 

Sir  William  Howe  while  off  the  Capes,  received  that  infor- 
mation, which  led  him  to  judge  it  moft  advifable  to  proceed  to 
Chefapeak-Bay,  inftead  of  going  up  the  Delaware.  Such  in- 
formation, could  not  relate  to  the  meafures  taken  for  rendering 
the  navigation  of  the  river  impracticable.  Thefe  meafures  were 
matters  of  fo  great  notoriety,  that  he  muft  have  been  ftrangely 
deficient  in  procuring  intelligence,  if  he  did  not  know  them  be- 
fore he  left  the  Hook.  Befide,  the  obftruftions  in  the  river  did 
not  reach  fo  low  down  as  either  Newcaftle  or  Wilmington ;  as 
high  as  either  of  which  places  the  fleet  might  have  come  with 
fafety ;  and  had  he  landed  at  the  firft  of  them,  he  would  have 
been  within  36  miles  of  Philadelphia,  and  fourteen  miles  nearer 
than  the  head  of  Elk.  The  information  moft  probably  related 
to  gen.  Wafhington's  having  marched  the  continental  army 
within  a  certain  diftance  ot  Philadelphia;  and  perhaps,  to  a 
pioipecL  of  his  being  joined  by  a  number  of  difaffefted  Americans 

in 
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in  the  flates  of  Maryland  and' Delaware,  upon  his  going  up  the 
Chefapeak  and  landing  in  Maryland.    Be  that  as  it  may,  through 
unfavorable  winds  he  did  not  enter  the  Chefapeak  till  the  x6th  of 
Auguft ;  and  the  difficulty  of  the  navigation  made  it  the  25th, 
before  the  army  landed  at  Elk  ferry.     One  part  advanced  to  the 
Head  of  Elk,  the  other  continued  at  the  landing  place  to  proteft 
and  forward  the  artillery,  flores  and  neceffary  provifions.     The 
day  Sir  William  entered  the  Chefapeak,  he  received  from  lord 
George  Germain,  a  letter  of  May  the  18th,  wherein  was  given 
him  the  firft  intimation,  that  any  fupport  whatever  would  be  ex- 
pected from  him  in  favor  of  the  northern  expedition  under  gen. 
Burgoyne,  in  words  to  this  purpofe — "  I  truft  that  whatever 
you  may  meditate,  it  will  be  executed  in  time  to  co-operate  with 
the  army  ordered  to  proceed  from  Canada."     Gen.  Walhington 
upon  advice  of  the  Britifh  army's  having  landed,  marched  toward 
the  Brandywine  river,  with  his  troops,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  11,000  prefent  and  fit  for  duty,  including   1800  of  the  Penn- 
fylvania  militia.     Gen.  Greene  attended  with  gen.  Weedon,was 
fent  to  reconnoitre  and  find  out  an  eligible    fpot  for  their  en- 
campment.    He  pitched  upon  one  at  the  Crofs  Roads,  near  fix 
miles  diftant  from  the  royal  army,  which  he  judged  fuitable,  as 
the  Americans  would  there  have  an  open  country  behind  them, 
from  whence  they  could  draw  afiiftance,  and  would  have  oppor- 
tunities of  fkirmilhing  with  the  enemy  before  they  were  organi- 
zed and  provided  with  teams  and  horfes,  &c.  for  marching;  ahd 
as  Howe's  troops  would  be  a  long  while   cramped  before  they 
could  get  what  was  wanting  in   order  to  their  proceeding.     He 
wrote  to  the  commander  in  chief,  acquainting  him  with  the  fpot 
he  had    chofen.     But  the  information  was  received  too  late;  a 
council  of  war  had  determined  the  fame  day  it   was  tranfmitted, 
to  take  a  pofition  upon  Red-Clay  Neck,  about  half  way  between 
Wilmington  and  Chriftiana,  alias  Chrifteen,  with  their  left  up- 
on Chrilteen-neck,  and  their  right  extending  toward  Chad's  Ford. 
When  the  reafon  for  it,  that  it  would  prevent  the  enemy's  paf- 
fing  on  for  Philadelphia,  was  afligned  to  gen.  Greene,  he  main- 
tained, that  they  would  not  think  of  Philadelphia,  till  they  had 
beaten  the  American  army;  and  upon  his  obferving  the  pofition 
which  had  been  taken,  he  condemned  it  as  being  greatly  hazard- 
ous, and  fuch  as  muft    be  abandoned,  fhould  the  enemy  when 
organized   advance   toward   them.     The    Americans  however, 
fpent  much  time  and  labour  in  ftrcngthening  the  poll. 

Let  us  break  off  here  to  mention  fome  of  the  cbngreflional 
proceedings.  In  the  beginning  of  June,  they  approved  general 
Wafhington's  conduct  as  to  the  cartel  for  exchange  of  prifoners, 
and  his  reafoning  upon  the  fubjecl.    The  general  had  acquainted 

Sir 
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Sir  William  Howe,  that  he  did  "  not  hold  himfelf  bound  either  by 
the  fpirit  of  the  agreement,  or  by  the  principles  ofjuftice,  to 
account  for  thofe  prifoners,  who,  from  the  rigor  and  feverity  of 
their  treatment,  were  in  fo  emaciated  and  languifhing  a  ftate  at 
the  time  they  came  out,  as  to  render  their  death  almoft  certain 
and  inevitable,  and  which,  in  many  inflances,  happened  while 
they  were  returning  to  their  hpmes,  and  in  many  others  after 
their  arrival."  He  faid  to  him,  "  You  mult  be  fenfible  that 
our  engagement,  as  well  as  all  others  of  the  kind,  though  in  let- 
ter it  expreffes  only  an  equality  of  rank  and  number,  as  the  rule 
of  exchange,  yet  it  neceffarily  implies  a  regard  to  the  general 
principles  of  mutual  compenfation  and  advantage.  This  is  inhe- 
rent in  its  nature,  is  the  voice  of  reafonT  and  no  ftipulation,  as 
to  the  condition  in  which  prifoners  mould  be  returned,  was  re- 
quifite.  Humanity  dictated,  that  their  treatment  fhpukl  be  fuch 
as  their  health  and  comfort  demanded.  Nor  is  this  the  language 
of  humanity  alone — -juftice  declares  the  fame.  The  object  of 
every  cartel,  or  fimilar  agreement,  is  the  benefit  of  the  prifoners 
themfelves,  and  that  of  the  contending  powers — on  this  footing 
it  equally  exacts,  that  they  fliould  be  well  treated,  as  that  tney  mould 
be  exchanged:  the  reverie  is  therefore  an  evident  infraftion,  and 
ought  to  fubjeft  the  party,  on  whom  it  is  chargeable,  to  all  the 
damages  and  ill  confequences  refulting  from  it*." 

[June  14.]  Congrefs  "  refolved,  That  the  flag  of  the  Thir- 
teen United  States  be  thirteen  {tripes,  alternate  red  and  white  ; 
that  the  union  be  thirteen  {tars,  white  in  a  blue  field,  reprefent- 
ing  a  new  conitellation."  r.June  2°-]  "  Refolved,  That  a  corps 
of  invalids  be  formed,  confiding  of  eight  companies,  each  com- 
pany to  have  one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  two  enfigns,  five  fer- 
geants,  fix  corporals,  two  drummers,  two  fifers  and  a  hundred 
men.  This  corps  to  be  employed  in  garrifon  and  for  guards  in 
cities  and  other  places,  as  alfo  to  ferve  as  a  military  fchool  for 
young  gentlemen,  previous  to  their  being  appointed  to  marching 
regiments."  Lewis  Nicola,  efq;  was  immediately  after  elected 
colonel  of  the  faid  corps. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  New-Hampfhire  grants  having  fet  up 
an  independent  government,  prefented  a  petition  to  congrefs, 
praying  that  they  might  be  considered  as  a  free  and  independent 
itate,  and  that  delegates  from  them  might  be  admitted  to  feats  in 
congrefs.  [June  30.]  Their  petition  was  difmiffed.  But  though 
it  was  difmiffed,  the  petitioners  have  not  diffolved  their  govern- 
ment, but  are  refolutely  determined  to  continue  a  free  and  inde- 
pendent ftate. 

*  See  the  letters  on  this  fubjeft  between  Howe  and  Wafliington,  and 
ethers,  in  the  Remembrancer,  Vol.  V.  p  .214-  to  2*0,  and  p.  250. 
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[July  7. J  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  certain  let- 
ters from  generals  Sullivan,  Greene,  and  Knox,  all  dated  the 
fh  ft  of  July  ;  whereupon  congrefs  came  to  the  following  unani- 
mous refolutioji  :  "  That  the  prefident  tranfmit  to  gen.  Warning- 
ton  copies  of  the  letters  from  generals  Sullivan,  Greene  and 
Knox  to  congrefs,  with  directions  to  him  to  let  thofe  officers 
know,  that  congrefs  confider  the  faid  letters  as  an  attempt  to  in- 
fluence their  decifions,  an  invafion  of  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
and  indicating  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  juftice  of  congrefs  ; 
that  it  is  expected  by  congrefs,  the  faid  officers  will  make  proper 
acknowledgments  for  an  interference  of  fo  dangerous  a  tendency; 
but  if  any  of  thofe  officers  are  unwilling  to  ferve  their  country 
under  the  authority  of  congrefs,  they  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  re- 
fign  their  commiffions  and  retire."  Their  letters  are  fuppofed 
to  have  related  to  the  affair  of  Monfieur  du  Coudray  and  other 
French  officers,  which  will  be  immediately  mentioned  ;  and  to 
have  contained  an  intimation,  that  placing  any  of  thefe  over' 
their  heads  would  be  preventive  of  their  ferving'  their  country 
longer.  If  they  have  made  any  acknowledgments  to  congrefs, 
the  fame  have  not  been  printed  in  the  journals,  or  have  hitherto 
efcaped  my  fearch. 

About  the  latter  end  of  April,  the  Amphitrite  arrived  at 
Portfmouth  from  France,  with  military  ftores,  intrenching  tools, 
&c. — By  the  fame  or  a  fimilav  opportunity,  Monf.  du  Coudray, 
and  feveral  more  officers,  came  over  with  a  view  of  ferving  in 
the  American  army,  upon  terms  agreed  between  them  and  Mr. 
Deane.  Mr.  Deane  contracted  with  du  Coudray  for  half  a 
hundred  officers.  Coudray  was  to  be  commander  in  chief  of  the 
artillery  and  engineers  ;  to  have  the  rank  of  major  general  ; 
to  precede  fome  others  by  exprefs  ftipulation,  and  all  by  the 
pre-eminence  ufual  to  artillery.  He  was  to  be  under  no  order 
but  of  congrefs  and  general  Wafhington  ;  to  have  the  pay  of  a 
major  general  in  a  feparate  department ;  and  to  be  penfioned  for 
life.  Congrefs  was  embarrafied.  There  was  no  eftablifhing  of 
m.ch  an  agreement  without  offering  an  infult  to  their  own  Ame- 
rican officers  of  the  fir  ft  rank,  and  obliging  them  (in  honor)  to 
quit  the  fervice,  unlefs  they  would  ever  after  be  efteemed  the 
fpiritlefs  tools  of  congrefs.  On  the  11th  of  July,  a  committee 
of  the  whole  refolved,  "  That  Mr.  Silas  Deane  had  not  any 
powers  or  authority  from  congrefs  to  make  the  treaty  with  Mr. 
du  Coudray,  and  the  other  French  gentlemen  therein  mentioned, 
and  therefore  that  congrefs  are  not  by  any  means  bound  to  fulfil 
the  terms  thereof."  Mr.  Deane's  inftructions  was  to  engage  en- 
gineers not  exceeding  four.  The  next  day  it  was  refolved,  "  That 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  faid  agreement  is  in- 

confiftent 
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confiftent  with  the  intereft,  honor  and  fafety  of  thefe  United 
States.  This  report  being  made,  was  (mothered  out  of  tender- 
nefs,  and  laid  on  the  table,  that  a  trial  might  be  made  to  quiet 
the  military  ambition  of  du  Coudray.  They  therefore  on  the 
1,5th,  "  refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
confer  with  Monf.  du  Coudray  ;  that  they  inform  him,  congrcfs 
cannot  comply  with  the  agreement  he  has  entered,  into  with 
Mr.  Deane  ;  but  fenfible  of  the  fervices  he  has  rendered  thefe 
ftates,  and  having  a  favorable  opinion  of  his  merits  and  abilities, 
they  will  cheerfully  give  him  fuch  rank  and  appointments  asfhall 
not  be  inconfiftent  with  the  honor  and  fafety  of  thefe  ftates,  or 
interfere  with  the  great  duties  they  owe  to  their  conllituents." 
They  afterward  ordered  money  to  be  advanced  to  him,  for  the. 
fupport  of  himfelf  and  the  gentlemen  who  came  with  him  from 
France;  and  on  the  11th  of  Augufl  appointed  him  infpe&or  ge- 
neral of  ordnance  and  military  manufactories,  with  the  rank  of 
major-general. 

[July  31.]  "  Whereas  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  out  of  his 
great  zeal  to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  in  which  the  United  States  are 
engaged,  has  left,  his  family  and  connections,  and  at  his  own  ex- 
pence  come  over  to  offer  his  fervice  to  the  United  States  without 
penfion  or  particular  allowance,  and  is  anxious  to  rifk  his  life  in 
our  caufe  : — Refolved,  That  his  fervice  be  accepted,  and  that,  in 
confideration  of  his  zeal,  illuftrious  family  and  connections,  he 
laave  the  rank  and  commifiion  of  major  general  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States." 

The  proceedings  of  congrefs  rauft  be  fufpended,  till  fome  ac- 
count has  been  given  of  this  noble  phenomenon. 

In  1776,  the  marquis,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  efpoufed  the 
caufe  of  the  Americans,  and  determined  upon  joining  them  in 
perfon.  He  communicated  his  intention  to  the  American  com- 
miflioners  at  Paris,  who  failed  not  to  encourage  it,  jullly  con- 
cluding that  the  eclat  of  his  departure  would  be  ferviceable  to 
their  caufe.  Events  however  immediately  occurred,  which 
would  have  deterred  from  this  undertaking  a  perfon  lefs  deter- 
mined than  the  marquis.  News  arrived  in  France,  that  the  rem- 
nant of  the  American  army,  reduced  to  2000  infurgentsas  they 
were  called,  had  fled  toward  Philadelphia  through  the  Jerfeys, 
before  an  army  of  30,000  regulars.  This  news  fo  effe&ually  ex- 
tinguilhed  the  little  credit  which  America  had  in  Europe,  that 
their  commifiioners  could  not  procure  a  veffel  to  forward  this 
nobleman's  project.  Under  thefe  circumfhnces  they  thought  it 
but  honeft  to  difcourage  his  profecuting  the  enterprize,  till  a 
change  in  affairs  fhould  render  it  lefs  hazardous  or  more  pro- 
fifing.    It  was  in  vain  however  that  they  a£ted  fo  candid  a  part. 

The 
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The  flame,  which  the  American  fons  of  liberty  had  kindled  in 
his  breaft,  could  not  be  interrupted  by  their  misfortunes.  "  Mi* 
tberto,"  faid  he,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  heroifm,  "I  have  only 
cheriflied  your  caufe  ;  now  I  am  going  to  ferve  it.  The  lower 
it  is  in  the  opinion  of  the  people,  the  greater  effect  my  departure 
will  have  ;  and  fince  you  cannot  get  a  velfel,  I  fhall  purchafe 
and  fit  out  one,  to  carry  your  difpatches  to  congrefs,  and  me  to 
America."  He  accordingly  fitted  out  a  veffel,  and  in  the  mean, 
while  made  a  vifit  to  Great-Britain,  that  the  part  he  was  going 
to  act  might  be  rendered  the  more  confpicuous. 

A  ilep  fo  extraordinary,  a  patron  of  fo  much  importance,  did 
not  fail  to  engage  univerfal  attention.  The  French  court,  what- 
ever were  their  good  wifhes  toward  America,  could  not  at  that 
time  overlook  his  elopement.  He  was  overtaken  by  an  order 
forbidding  his  proceeding  to  America,  and  veflels  were  difpatchecl 
to  the  Weft-Indies  to  have  him  confined  in  cafe  he  was  found 
in  that  quarter.  He  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the  order,  but 
did  not  obey  it  ;  and  keeping  clear  of  the  Weft-Indies  arrived 
in  Charleftown.  Congrefs  could  not  hefitate  a  moment  about 
paying  a  due  attention ix>  fo  remarkable  a  character,  when  intel- 
ligence of  the  fame  was  communicated.  The  marquis  had  left  a 
pregnant  confort,  and  the 'molt  endearing  connections.  Inde- 
pendent of  the  rifks  he  has  now  fubjected  himfelf  to,  in  com- 
mon with  the  leaders  of  the  American  revolution,,  he  has  expof- 
ed  himfelf  to  the  lofs  of  every  thing  at  home  in  confequence  of 
the  laws  of  France,  after  hazarding  a  long  confinement  without 
the  chance  of  being  acknowledged  by  any  nation,  had  he  fallen 
into  Britifh  hands'  on  his  paffage  to  America. 

He  received  the  congrefs's  mark  of  approbation  with  great 
condefcenfion  ;  and  yet  not  without  exacting  two  conditions, 
which  difplayed  the  dignity  of  his  fpirit — the  one  that  he  mould 
be  permitted  to  ferve  at  his  own  expence — the  other  that  he 
mould  begin  his  fervicesasa  volunteer.  After  joining  the  army, 
he  lived  with  the  commander  in  chief,  and  was  happy  in  his 
friendfhipand  affeftion. 

Now  to  refurfle  the  narration  of  what  was  done  in  the  great 
council  of  the  United  States. 

Congrefs  directed  gen.  Washington  to  order  fuch  general 
officer  as  he  fhould  think  proper  to  repair  immediately  to  the 
northern  department,  to  relieve  general  Schuyler  in  his  com- 
mand there  ;  but  upon  his  wifhing  to  be  excufed,  they  refolved, 
fAuguft^.J  to  proceed  to  the  ele6tion  of  one,  when  the  ballots 
being  taken,  it  appeared  that  gen.  Gates  was  elected  by  the  vote 
of  eleven  ftates. 

Vol.  II,  G  s  Congrefs 
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Congrefs  having  made  new  regulations  in  the  department  of 
the  commiffary  general  of  purchafes,  Mr.  Jofeph  Trumbull  re- 
figned  his  commiffion,  and  fignified  his  intention  of  difcontinu. 
ing  his  fervice  on  the  20th  of  the  month.  [Auguft  6.]  They 
upon  that  "  refolved,  That  Mr.  Trumbull,  with  the  officers  un- 
der him,  be  defired  to  continue  in  the  bufinefs  of  fupplying  the 
army  under  the  former  eftablifhment,  until  the  commiffaries  ge- 
neral of  purchafes  and  iffues  fhall  fignify  their  readinefs  to  pro- 
ceed therein  under  the  new  regulations." 

To  what  influence  Mr.  Trumbull  imputed  the  regulations  that 
eccafioned  his  refignation,  and  what  was  his  opinion  as  to  the 
manner  of  conducting  bufinefs  in  congrefs,  may  be  gathered 
from  a  letter  of  his,  wherein  he  wrote  on  the  firft  of  September, 
"  I  have  quitted  the  commiffary  department.  The  regulations, 
which  are  the  ground  on  which  I  have  quitted,  were  formed  by 
the  junto.  Is  it  known  in  your  ftate  (the  Maffachufetts)  that  the 
preiident  is  with  the  Yorkers  and  fouthern  Bafhaws :  that  if  he 
wants  any  thing  moved,  his  brother  delegates  are  not  applied  to, 
but  the  motion  comes  from  Duane,  or  fome  other  perfon  of  no 
better  character  ;  and  that  there  is  no  harmony  between  him 
and  his  brethren  ?" 

[Auguft  23.3  "  Refolved,  that  the  president  inform  general 
Walhington,  that  congrefs  never  intended  by  any  commiffion 
hitherto  granted  by  them,  or  by  the  eftablifhment  of  any  depart- 
ment whatever,  to  fuperfede  or  circumfcribe  the  power  of  gen. 
Wafhington  as  the  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  continental 
land  forces  within  the  United  States." 

The  Britifh  troops  ftationed  on  Staten-Ifland  were  often  mak- 
ing incurfions  into  the  Jerfeys,  and  carrying  off  inhabitants,  cattle, 
&c.This  induced  gen.  Sullivan  to  fettle  a  plan  with  col.  Ogden  for 
attacking  the  ifland.  The  latter  had,  properly  fpeaking,  a  fepa- 
rate  command,  but  agreed  to  join  the  general  in  the  expedition. 
The  general  was  to  go  from  Elizabeth-town  point  ;  and  the  col. 
with  his  own  and  col.  Dayton's  regiment,  joined  by  a  hundred 
militia,  were  to  crofs  from  another  fpot,  to  pafs  up  Frefh-kill 
creek,  and  to  come  in  the  rear  of  col.  Lawrence,  who  was  en- 
camped near  the  ferry  with  about  150  men,  whom  he  was  to  at- 
tack by  day  break.  The  general  felefted  from  the  brigades  of 
generals  Smallwood  and  De  Borre,  fuch  men  as  were  beft  able 
to  endure  the  march,  amounting  to  near  1000.  Thefe  he  or- 
dered to  march  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  from  Hanover  to 
Elizabeth-town,  about  16  miles,  where  they  arrived  in  the  even- 
ing ;  on  the  2  2d  of  Auguft  they  croffed  over  before  day  light. 
The  colonel  proceeded  to  execute  the  part  of  the  plan  allotted 
him.  It  had  been  fettled,  that  the  general  fliould  fend  two  regi- 
ments 
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tnents  to  the  neck  of  land  feparating  the  quarter  where  the  col; 
was  to  begin  his  attack  from  the  reft  of  the  ifland,  by  their  pof- 
fefling  of  which  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  would  be  cut  off,  and 
a  furrender  neceflarily  follow.     When  the  col.  had  fucceeded  in 
the  commencement  of  his  operations,  and  faw  numbers  flying  to 
the  neck,  he  expected  they  would  have   been  flopt  there ;  but 
was  furprifed  at  obferving  the  contrary,  and  that  the  occupancy 
of  the  ground  had  not  taken  place.     Unhappily,  the  general  up- 
on landing,  inflead  of  keeping  to  the  plan  propofed,  marched 
feven  miles  toward  the  forts,  which  occafioned  a  lofs  of  time, 
and  increafed   the  fatigue  of  the  troops,   many  of  whom  had 
marched  near  upon  twenty  miles  to  the  place  where  they  crofs- 
ed.     Their    fatigue    occafioned    feveral  dropping  behind,    and 
being  picked  up  by  the  enemy.     The  colonel   having   captured 
130  privates  and  fome  officers,  and  having  taken  a  king's  fhal- 
lop,  put  them  on  board  and  fent  them  off  to  Elizabeth-town.  The 
perfon  who  had  the  care  of  them,  being  but  an  indifferent  hand, 
though  the  befl  that  could  be  fpared,  was  not  fufficiently  atten- 
tive to  circumftances,  fo  that  the  boats  which  were  to  have   at- 
tended general  Sullivan's  motions,  and   which  had   tranfported 
his  divifion,  rowed  off,  the  boatmen  concluding  from  the  regi- 
mentals of  the  prifoners  upon  deck,  and  other  appearances,  that 
the  king's  fhallop  was  in  purfuit  of  them.     The  troops  of  that 
divifion  deftroyed  fome  ftores,  burnt  a  magazine  of  hay  and   fe- 
ven veffels,  and  did  other  damage  :  but  the  grand  defign  of  the 
expedition  failed  by  the  general's  varying  from  the  plan  concert- 
ed between  him  and  the   colonel.     When  the  general   was  ad-, 
vancing  toward  the  ground  occupied  by  the  latter,  no  horfemen 
were  fent  forward  to  reconnoitre,  or  to    inform  the  colonel   of 
the  general's  approach,  fo  that  Ogden  was  at  a  lofs  for  fome  time 
whether  it  was  a  friend  or  an  enemy  that  was  marching  up  to  him. 
When  the  general  joined  him,  though  the  boats  which  were  to 
have  attended   Sullivan  were   wanting,  and    the  deficiency  in 
number  of  thofe  prefent  made  difpatch  in  tranfporting  the  troops 
absolutely  neceffary,  the  general  ufed  no  expedition  in  getting 
them  over  ;  but  loitered  aw  ay  the  precious  time  that  mould  have 
been  improved  to  the  utmolt,  fo  that  the  misfortune  of  the  day 
was  increafed.     The  rear  guard  confifting  of  a   hundred   men, 
could  not  get  off  before  the  enemy  appeared  in  force  to  attack 
them.     They  were  commanded  by  majors  Steward  and  Tillard, 
and  took  poll  on  an  eminence,  where  -they  defended  themfeves 
bravely  for  a  while,  and  then   retreated   to    another  eminence, 
and  fo  to  a  third.     They  maintained  their  ground  with  great  va- 
lour, till  their   ammunition   was  all   fpent,  when  a  number  of 
them,  who  could  not  poflibly  get  off,  furrendered  prifoners   of 

war, 
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war.  The  Americans  loft  in  the  courfe  of  the  day  in  killed, 
wounded  and  prifoners,  about  200.  The  killed,  wounded  and 
prifoners  on  the  other  fide,  might  be  nearly  the  fame.  General 
Sullivan  captured  eight  and  twenty  tories,  and  a  col.  or  capt. 
Barton,  who  was  too  unweildy  to  run  off  with  his  comrades. — ■ 
He  joined  to  them  the  other  prifoners,  and  fent  the  whole  t,o  Phi- 
ladelphia in  triumph.  While  upon  the  expedition,  the  general 
gained  polieffion  of  fome  records  and  papers  belonging  to  the 
quakers,'  which  with  a  letter  were  forwarded  to  congrefs,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  committee.  On  the  28th  of  Aujruft,  "The  commit- 
tee  reported — That  the  feveral  tell  imonies  which  have  been  pub- 
hlhed  hnce  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  conteit  betwixt 
Great-Britain  and  America,  and  the  uniform  tenor  of  the  con- 
duct and  converfation  of  a  number  of  perfons  of  confiderable 
wealth  who  profefs  themfelves  to  belong  to  the  fociety  of  people 
commonly  called  Quakers,  render  it  certain  and  notorious,  that 
thofe  perfons  are  with  much  rancor  and  bitternefs  difaffefled  to 
the  American  caufe  :  that  as  thefe  perfons  will  have  it  in  their 
power,  fo  there  is  no  doubt  it  will  be  their  inclination,  to  com- 
municate intelligence  to  the  enemy,  and  in  various  other  ways 
to  injure  the  counlels  and  arms  of  America  : — That  when  the 
enemy  in  the  month  of  December,  1776,  were  bending  their 
progrefs  toward  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  a  certain  feditious  pub- 
lication, addreffed,  "  To  our  friends  and  brethren  in  religious 
profeffion  in  .  thefe  and  the  adjacent  provinces,  "  figned;'  John 
Pemberton,  in  and  on  behalf  of  the  meeting  of  fuffc rings  held  at 
Philadelphia  for  Pennfylvania  and  New-Jerfey,  the  twenty-fixth 
of  the  twelfth  month,  1776,"  was  pubhfhed,  and  as  your  com- 
mittee is  credibly  informed,  circulated  amongft  many  members 
of  the  fociety  called  Quakers,  throughout  the  different  ftates  : — ■ 
That  as  the  feditious  paper  alorefaid  originated  in  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  as  the  perfons  whofe  names  are  undermentioned 
have  uniformly  manifefied  a  difpofition  highly  inimical  to  the 
caufe  of  America,  therefore — Refolved,  That  it  be  earneftly  re- 
commended to  the  fupreme  executive  council  of  the  flate  of 
Pennfylvania  forthwith  to  apprehend  and  fecure  the  perfons  of 
Jofhua  Fiiher,  Abel  James,  James  Pemberton,  Henry  Drinker, 
Ifrael  Pemberton,  John  Pemberron,  John  James,  Samuel  Plea- 
fants,  Thomas  Wharton,  fen.  Thomas  Fiiher  fon  of  Jofhua, 
and  Samuel  Fiiher  fon  of  Jofhua,  together  with  all  fuch  papers 
in  their  poffeffion  as  may  be  of  a  political  nature." 

"  And  whereas  there  is  llrongreafon  to  apprehend  that  thefe 
perfons  maintain  a  correfpondence  and  connection  highly  pre- 
judicial to  the  public  fafety,  not  only  in  this  Hate,  but  in  the  fe- 
veral ftates  of  America  -.—Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
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to  the  executive  powers  of  the  refpeclive  Hates  forthwith  to  ap- 
prehend and  fecure  all  perfons,  as  well  among  the  people  called 
Quakers  as  others,  who  have  in  their  general  conduct  and  conver- 
fation  evidenced  a  difpofition  inimical  to  the  caufe  of  America; 
and  that  the  perfons  fo  feized  be  confined  in  fuch  places,  and 
treated  in  fuch  manner,  as  fhall  be  confiilent  with  their  refpefcHve 
characters  and  fecurity  of  their  perfons  : — That  the  records  and 
papers  of  the  meetings  of  fufferings  in  the  refpeftive  ftates  be 
forthwith  fecured  and  carefully  examined,  and  that  fuch  parts  of 
them  as  may  be  of  a  political  nature  be  forthwith  tranfmitted  to 
congrefs. — The  faid  report  being  read,  and  the  feveral  paragraphs 
confidered  and  debated,  and  the  queftion  put  feverally  thereon, 

the  fame  was  agreed  to." "  Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war 

remove  under  guard  to  a  place  of  fecurity  out  of  the  ftate  of 
Pennfylvania,  the  honorable  John  Penn,  efq;  and  Benjamin 
Chew,  efq;  and  that  they  give  orders  for  having  them  fafely  fe- 
cured, and  entertained  agreeable  to  their  rank  and  Ration 
in  life." 

A  number  of  Quakers,  befide  thofe  mentioned,  together  with 
feveral  perfons  of  a  different  denomination,  were  taken  up  by 
the  fupreme  excutive  council  of  Pennfylvania,  concerning  whom 
congrefs  refolved,  on  the  8th  of  September,  "  That  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  faid  council  to  order  the  immediate  departure 
©i  fuch  of  the  faid  prifoners  as  refufe  to  fwear  or  affirrn  alle- 
giance to  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  to  Stantoo  in  (Augufta  coun- 
ty} Virginia." 

Eight  days  before,  on  the  laft  of  Auguft,  a  member  of  con- 
grefs writing  upon  public  affairs  thus  expreffed  himfelf,  "  The 
frauds,  the  peculations,  the  profufion,  which  have  done  us  more 
injury  than  the  whole  force  of  our  foreign  enemies,  have  been 
chiefly  owing  to  the  want  of  government,  and  the  want  of 
difcipline.  Howe  has  planned  his  operations  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  give  us  a  vaft  advantage  both  of  him  and  Burgoyne." 

Reports  prejudical  to  gen.  Sullivan  were  circulated,  upon 
which  congrefs  refolved,  on  the  firft  of  the  month,  "  That  gen. 
Wafhington  be  directed  to  appoint  a  court  of  inquiry  on  the 
late  expedition  by  gen  Sullivan  againft  the  Britifh  forces  on  Sta- 
ten-Ifland."  The  ftatement  of  the  particulars  inquired  into  was 
fo  formed,  that  he  obtained  an  honorable  acquittal,  fuch  as  was 
highly  pleafing  to  congrefs :  but  had  major  Jofeph  Bloomfield 
been  enough  recovered  of  his  wound  to  have  attended  the  court, 
he  would  fcarce  have  efcaped  fo  well. 

Let  us  refume  the  tranfaclions  of  Sir  William  Howe  and  gen. 
Wafhington.  Sir  William  was  fo  diftrefied  for  want  of  horfes 
(numbers  having  died  on  their  paffage)  and  of  other  neceffaries 
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to  aid  his  march,  that  it  was  not  till  the  third  of  September  that 
the  royal  army  moved  forward.  On  its  advancing  near  to  the 
Americans,  thefe  abandoned  their  ground,  perceiving  that  it 
would  not  anfwer  their  firfl  expectation ;  crofled  the  Brandy- 
wine  at  Chad's  Ford ;  and  took  pofleflion  of  the  heights  on  the 
eafl  fide  of  it,  with  an  evident  intention  of  difputing  the  paflagc 
of  the  river.  Upon  on  apprehenfion  that  the  royal  forces  would 
attempt  eroding  at  Chad's  Ford,  gen  Wafhington  ported  his 
main  flrength  at  that  point:  and  gen  Maxwell,  with  about  1000 
light  troops,  was  fent  over  to  poffefs  himfelf  of  the  oppofue 
height ;  and  in  the  night  of  the  10th,  they  formed  a  ilight  breaft 
work  with  the  limbs  of  trees. 

[Sept.  1  l.j     By , day  break  the  next  morning,  the  Britifh  ar» 
my  advances  in  two  columns :  the  right  under  the  command  of 
gen.  Knyphaufen,  which  marches  direftly  for  Chad's  Ford.     A 
party  is  moved  onto  diflodge  Maxwell,  which  he  repulfes  ;  they 
are  reinforced,  and  come  on  a  fecond  time  without  fucceeding. 
On  this  a    ftrong  detachment  is  fent  round  a  piece  of  woods  to 
Come  upon  his  Hank,  while  the  other  attack  him  anew  in  front. 
Perceiving  this  movement,  he  retreats  acrofs  the  river  with  a 
trifling  lots.     Gen.  Knyphaufen  keeps  up  a  cannonade,  and  an 
appearance  of  forcing  the  ford,  till  he  fhall  hear  that  the  left  co- 
lumn has  attacked  the  Americans,  and  then  he  means  to  attempt 
it.     This  fecond  column,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Cornwal- 
lis,  generals  Grey,  Matthew  and  Agnew,  marches  for  the  forks 
of  the  Brandy  wine.     The  movement  is   early  obferved.     Gen. 
Sullivan  writes  to  the  commander  in  chief,  that  it  is  clearly  his 
opinion,  that  the  enemy  will  come  round  on  their  right  flank.— - 
He  fends  him  two  meflages  in  the  forenoon  confirming  the  fame. 
Lieut,  col.  James  Rofs  forwards,  at  eleven  o'clock  from  Great 
Valley  road,  this  intelligence — "  A  large  body  of  the  enemy, 
from   every   account  five  thoufand,  with   fixteen  or  eighteen 
field  pieces,  marched  along  this  road  jufl  now.     Their  front 
mull  be  now  at  the  ford ;  we  are  clofe  in  their  rear  with  about 
ieventy  men.      I  believe  general    Howe    is   with  this   party, 
as  Jofeph   Galloway  was  here  known  by  the  inhabitants,  with 
many    of  whom   he  fpoke,  and  told  them  that  general  Howe 
was  with  him."    Other  accounts  corroborating  the  movement  of 
the  fecond  column  toward  the  forks,  gen.  Wafhington  fettles  it 
with  gen.  Greene,  that  he  fhall  crofs  with  his  divifion  at  the  low- 
er ford,  and  attack  gen.  Knyphaufen.    He  at  the  fame  time  fends 
word  to  Sullivan  to  crofs  the  Brandywine  with  his,  and  fall  up- 
on the  enemy's  left ;  while  the  army  croffes  below  to  attack  their 
right.     The  commander  in  chief  hopes,  by  defeating  Knyphau- 
fen, to  fecure  thofe  advantages,  which  will  outweigh  any  that 
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gen.  Howe  may  gain  by  forcing  the  troops,  oppofed  to  his  left 
column,  to  retreat.  Sullivan  is  preparing  to  execute  Washing- 
ton's order,  when  major  Spears  comes  up  and  tells  him,  that  there 
is  not  the  leaft  appearance  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter  ;  which 
is  confirmed  by  a  fergeant  Tucker  of  the  light  horfe,  fent  out 
purpofely  to  make  difcoveries.  Sullivan  conceives  it  to  be  hi» 
duty  to  convey  Spears's  information  to  the  commander  in  chief. 
This  unfortunate  intelligence  deranges  the  difpofition  that  has- 
been  determined  on,  in  confequence  of  prior  information ;  fo 
that  general  Greene,  who  has  crofTed  with  his  advanced  guard, 
is  recalled.  Mean  while  the  fecond  or  left  column  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  army  crofs  the  forks  of  the  Brandywine,  the  firft  brancbv- 
at  Trimble's  ford,  and  the  fecond  at  Jeffery's  ford,  about  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  taking  from  thence  the  road  to  Dil- 
worth,  in  order  to  turn  the  right  of  the  American's,  confifling 
of  three  divifions,  general  Sullivan's,  Lord  Stirling's  and  ano- 
ther officer's.  The  Britifh  form  and  advance  in  order  of  battle, 
Sullivan,  upon  information  of  what  has  taken  place,  marches  to 
reinforce  the  two  other  divifions  neareft  the  Britifh.  He  takes 
rather  too  large  a  circuit,  and  is  fo  late  upon  the  ground  as  to 
exclude  all  poffibility  of  making  a  perfect  difpofition.  Before 
he  has  time  to  ride  from  one  end  of  the  line  to  the  other,  he  is 
fuddenly  attacked  by  numbers  unknown  to  him,  and  upon  ground 
that  he  never  faw  before  ;  fo  that  his  troops  are  thrown  into  con* 
fufion,  and  retreat  with  the  utmoft  precipitation.  This  happens 
between  four  and  five  in  the  afternoon.  Generals  Washington 
and  Greene  being  together,  and  hearing  the  firing,  conclude  that 
Sullivan  is  attacked.  Greene  immediately  haftens  his  firft  bri- 
gade, commanded  by  gen.  Weedon,  toward  the  fcene  of  a&ion 
with  fuch  uncommon  expedition,  that  in  forty  and  two  minutes 
it  advances  near  four  miles.  The  fecond  brigade  is  ordered  by 
Washington  to  march  a  different  route,  as  it  cannot  be  up  in 
time  for  fervice.  General  Knyphaufen,  finding  that  the  parties 
on  his  left  are  deeply  engaged,  croffes  at  Chad's  ford,  attacks  the 
divifion  under  gen.  Wayne,  and  the  light  troops  under  Maxwell, 
obliges  them  to  retire  after  a  fevere  conflict,  and  poflefles  him- 
felf  of  the  intrenchment,  battery  and  cannon,  which  were  meant. 
for  its  defence.  Greene,  as  he  approaches  the  fcene  of  action, 
perceives  that  Sullivan's  defeat  is  a  perfect  route.  A  council  of 
war  was  held  upon  the  field,  and  it  is  agreed  that  Greene's  bri- 
gade fhall  cover  the  retreat  of  the  flying  troops.  Greene  keeps 
firing  his  field  pieces  in  the  rear  as  he  retreats  and  continues  re- 
treating half  a  mile,  till  he  comes  to  a  narrow  pafs,  well  fecured 
on  the  right  and  left  by  woods.  Here  he  draws  up  his  force, 
confifling  of  the  Virginia  troops,  and  a  regiment  of  Pennfylva- 
nians,  commanded  by  col.  Stewart;  and  fends  his  artillery  on, 
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that  it  may  be  fafe  in  cafe  of  his  being  under  the  necefiity  of  mak- 
ing an  hafty  retreat.  A  warm  engagement  commences,  which 
lalts  from  the  fun's  being  three  quarters  of  an  hour  high  till  dark. 
The  tenth  Virginia  regiment,  commanded  by  col.  Stevens,  fup- 
ports  the  attack  of  the  Britifh  cannonade  and  mufketrv  for  fifteen 
minutes,  though  they  have  never  before  been  engaged.  The  whole 
brigade  exhibits  fuch.  a  degree  of  order,  firmnefsand  refolution, 
and  preferves  fuch  a  countenance  in  extremely  (harp  fervice,  as 
would  not  difcredit  veterans.  Wayne  and  the  North-Carolini- 
ans, with  the  artillery  and  light  troops,  after  their  defeat  by  Knyp- 
haufen,  pafs  the  rear  of  it  in  their  retreat.  At  dark,  that  alfo  is 
withdrawn  by  general  Greene  :  the  extreme  fatigue  of  the  royal 
troops,  together  with  the  latenefs  and  darknefs  of  the  evening, 
prevents  its  being  purfued. 

A  few  hours  more  of  day -light  might  have  fo  animated  the  con- 
querors, notwithstanding  all  their  fatigue,  as  to  have  produced 
thofe  exertions  which  would  have  been  productive  of  a  total  and 
ruinous  defeat  to  the  Americans.  Gen.  Greene  is  apprehenfive 
that  thefe  loft  in  killed,  wounded  and  prifoners,  twelve  or  thir- 
teen hundred  ;  and  that  the  royal  army  did  not  fufFer,  on  their 
part,  fhort  of  feven  or  eight  hundred,  in  killed  and  wounded. 
The  Americans  loft  alfo  ten  fmall  field  pieces,  and  a  howitzer, 
of  which  all  but  one  were  brafs. 

A  great  number  of  French  officers  were  in  the  a£lion.  The 
baron  de  St.  Ouary  ferving  as  a  volunteer  was  taken.  The  con- 
grefs  will  undoubtedly  do  all  they  can  to  obtain  his  releafe.  Po- 
licy will  oblige  them  to  it,  no  lefs  than  a  regard  to  his  rank  and 
merit  in  the  French  army.  The  marquis  de  la  Fayette  gave  the 
firft  proof  of  his  military  character  in  this  engagement,  and  was 
wounded  in  the  leg  on  the  fpot  where  the  effort  of  the  enemy  was 
greateft.  The  wound  however  did  not  force  him  from  the  field, 
where  he  continued  his  endeavours  to  rally  the  Americans  as  well 
by  his  words  as  example.  Count  Pulafki,  a  Poliih  nobleman,  with 
a  party  of  light  horie,  rode  up  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  within 
piftol  fhot  of  their  front ;  and  on  the  fourth  day  after  the  aftion, 
was  elected  by  congrefs  a  commander  of  the  horfe,  with  the  rank 
of  brigadier.  Captain  Louis  de  Fleury's  horfe  was  killed  under 
him.  Hefhowed  much  courage,  and  was  fo  ufeful  in  rallying  the 
troops,  that  congrefs,  within  two  days,  ordered  him  to  be  pre- 
fented  with  another  horfe,  as  a  teftimonial  of  the  fenfe  they  had 
of  his  merit.  Confidering  that  general  Wafhington  had  to  fight 
the  Britifh  army  with  an  inferior  number  of  raw  troops,  and  how 
the  attack  upon  him  was  circumftanced,  through  the  falfe  intelli- 
gence he  received,  he  may  be  thought  to  have  fuffered  lefs  than 
could  have  been  expected,     He  discovered  a  true  magnanimity 
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mind,  in  that  (though  he  attributed  the  misfortunes  of  the  day 
principally  to  the  information  of  major  Spears)  he  never  blamed 
general  Sullivan  for  conveying  it,  but  declared  that  he  mould 
have  thought  him  culpable  had  it  been  concealed.  He  retreat- 
ed after  the  a£tion  to  Chefter,  and  the  next  day  to  Philadel- 
phia. 

The  evening  after  the  battle,  a  party  of  Britifh  was  fent  to 
Wilmington,  who  took  the  governor  of  the  Delaware  ftate,  Mr. 
M'Kinley  out  of  his  bed,  and  poffelfed  themfelves  of  a  fhallop 
lying  in  the  creek,  loaded  with  the  rich  effects  of  fome  of  the 
inhabitants,  together  with  the  public  records  of  the  county,  a 
large  quantity  of  public  and  private  monev,  all  the  papers  and 
certificates  belonging  to  the  loan  office  and  treafury  office  there, 
articles  of  plate,  &c. 

General  Greene  has  been  rather  diilatisfied  with  gen.  Wafh- 
ington's  omitting  to  take  fpecial  notice  of  Weeden's  brigade,  in 
general  orders,  for  its  bravery.  But  the  commander  in  chief, 
confidering  that  there  was  a  prevailing  apprehenfion  that  Greene 
was  his  favorite,  and  that  the  Virginians  were  his  own  ftate 
troops,  delined  it,  that  fo  he  might  not  excite  a  difagreeable  jea- 
loufv,  and  give  offence  to  the  troops  of  other  dates. 

[Sept.  1,5.]  A  letter  from  Monf.  du  Coudray  to  Mr.  Chafe 
was  laid  before  congrefs  and  read,  "  wherein  he  requefts  for 
himfelf  and  fundry  gentlemen,  who  accompanied  him  to  this 
country  from  France,  to  have  an  opportunity  of  fighting  in  the 
American  army  without  running  the  rifk  of  not  being  fubjecis  of 
exchange,  fhould  they  by  the  fortune  of  war  be  made  pri (oners  ; 
mentions  that  any  rank  which  congrefs  may  think  proper  to  give 
him  and  them  will  be  acceptable  ;  and  afks  for  himfelf  onlv  the 
rank  of  captain,  for  the  commiffioned  officers  who  accompanied 
him,  the  rank  of  lieutenants,  and  for  the  non-commiffioned  the 
rank  of  enfigns :  whereupon  it  was  refolved,  that  his  requefl 
be  complied  with,  and  that  commiffions  be  made  out  accord- 
ingly." 

The  fame  day  gen.  Wafhington  left  Philadelphia,  and  recrof- 
fed  the  Schuylkill,  with  a  firm  intent  of  giving  Sir  William  Howe 
battle,  wherever  he  could  meet  him  :  he  accordingly  by  ihe  next 
day  had  advanced  as  far  as  the  Warren  tavern  on  the  Lancafler" 
road.  Monf.  du  Coudray,  with  a  number  of  French  gentlemen, 
fet  off  to  join  the  army,  as  volunteers,  [Sept.  16.  |  about  twelve 
o'clock.  He  rode  a  young  mare,  full  of  fpirits,  into  the  flat- 
bottomed  boat,  ufed  for  ferrying  acrofs  the  Schuylki  1,  and  not 
being  able  to  (top  her  career,  fhe  went  out  at  the  other  end  into 
the  river,  with  her  rider  on  her  back.    Coudray  difengaged  him- 
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felf  from  her,  but  was  drowned,  notwithstanding  all  the  attempts 
made  to  fave  him. 

General  Howe,  while  marching  the  army  in  two  columns 
toward  Goihen,  heard  that  the  Americans  were  within  five  miles 
of  it,  and  immediately  determined  to  pufh  forward  and  attack 
them.  Intelligence  was  brought  [Sept.  17.]  to  gen.  Wafhing- 
ton  of  his  approach.  Gen.  Sullivan  was  directed  to  draw  up 
the  American  troops  in  order  of  battle.  Gen.  Greene  obfervedr 
that  at  a  little  diftance  in  their  rear  was  a  large  piece  of  water, 
extending  their  whole  length,  and  which  in  cafe  of  a  defeat  would 
prevent  their  retreating.  He  rode  to  gen.  Wafhington,  acquaint- 
ed him  with  what  he  had  noticed,  and  afked  whether  he  meant 
that  the  troops  (hould  fight  in  that  fituation.  He  was  defired  to 
arrange  them  differently.  Mean  time  gen.  Wayne  with  the  ad- 
vance, was  engaged  with  the  enemy  a  considerable  diftance  off. — 
While  Greene  was  removing  the  army  to  a  new  pofition,  it  be- 
gan to  rain.  Soon  after  it  poured  like  one  inceffant  thunder 
Jhower.  It  continued  raining  till  the  next  day.  Thus  both  par- 
ties were  rendered  equally  and  totally  incapable  of  aftion.  The- 
Americans  have  reafon  to  be  thankful  for  this  providential  inter- 
pofition,  as  it  is  highly  probable  that  an  engagement  with  troops 
flulhed  with  the  preceding  viftory,  better  difciplined,  and  more 
experienced,  would  have  terminated  greatly  to  their  disadvantage. 
On  examining  their  arms  on  the  18th,  they  were  found  to  be 
much  impaired.  Befide,  all  the  amunition  in  the  cartouch 
boxes  was  entirely  ruined.  General  Wafhington  therefore 
withdrew  the  army  to  a  place  of  fecurity,  and  filed  off  toward 
Reading. 

General  Greene,  in  company  with  col.  Tilghman,  one  of 
Washington's  aids,  reconnoitred  for  a  pofition,  and  fixed  upon 
the  range  of  mountains  from  Valley  Forge  toward  the  Yellow 
Springs.  He  confidered  the  ground  as  ftrong,  difficult  of  accefs 
and  yet  allowing  of  an  eafy  defcent;  and  as  favorable  for  partial 
actions  without  admitting  of  any  very  decifive.  Gen.  Wayne 
being  in  the  rear  of  Sir  William  Howe,  Greene  concluded  that 
the  pofition  would  bring  all  the  American  force  partly  upon  Sir 
William's  flank  and  rear,  and  within  finking  diftance  of  him,  if  ■ 
he  attempted  croffing  the  Schuylkill,  and  would  oblige  him  to 
fighl  the  Americans  on  their  own  terms.  He  thought  alfo,  that 
the  pofition  would  afford  them  the  probability  of  beating  him  ;  . 
or  at  leaft  of  fo  crippling  him,  as  that  he  would  not  venture  to 
poffefs  himfelf  of  Philadelphia  ;  and  that  in  cafe  of  their  being 
beaten,  it  would  afford  them  a  fafe  retreat.  He  tranfmitted  his 
fentiments  to  the  commander  in  chief  by  letter,  but  not  before 
hearing  from  him,  that  it  had  been  determined  in  council,  to' 
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crofs  the  Schuylkill  above  French-creek,  and  take  a  pofition  in 
front  of  gen.  Howe. 

On  the  19th,  gen.  Wafhington  wrote  to  Wayne—"  By  the 
advice  of  the  general  officers,  I  have  determined,  that  the  army, 
under  my  immediate  command,  crofs  the  Schuylkill  at  Parker's 
ford,  and  endeavour  to  get  down  in  time  to  oppofe  the  enemy  in 
front,  whilft  the  corps  under  your  command,  in  conjunftion 
with  general  Smallwood  and  col.  Gift,  a£l  to  the  greateft  advan- 
tage in  the  rear." 

General  Howe,  upon"inte!ligence  that  Wayne  was  lying  in  the 
woods  with  a  corps  of  1500  men,  and  four  pieces  of  cannon,  in 
the  rear  of  the  left  wing  of  his  army,  detached  genn  Grey  on  the 
aoth,  late  at  night,  with  two  regiments  and  a  body  of  light  infan-. 
try  to  furprife  him.  ("Sept.  21. J  Grey  gained  Wayne's  left  about 
one  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Some  out-fentries  were  early  mif- 
fed by  an  American  officer  going  his  rounds,  and  an  alarm  was 
given  in  time  for  the  men  to  turn  out ;  but  unhappily  for  them, 
Wayne  paraded  them  in  the  light  of  their  fires,  inftead  of  with- 
drawing them  to  the  back  of  their  encampment.  Thus  the  Bri- 
tifh  were  direfted  where  to  rufh  with  their  bayonets,  as  ordered 
by  their  commander,  without  firing  a  gun.  They  did  great  exe- 
cution, killing  and  wounding  near  300  on  the  fpot.  They  took 
between  70  and  80  prifoners,  including  feveral  officers,  a  great 
many  arms,  and  eight  waggons  loaded  with  baggage  and  ftores ; 
and  had  only  one  captain  of  light  infantry  and  three  privates  kil- 
led, and  four  men  wounded.  The  darknefs  of  the  night,  and 
fome  prudent  difpofitions  of  Wayne's,  prevented  their  further 
fuccefs. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  2 2d,  Sir  William  Howe  having  by  va- 
rious manoeuvres  drawn  gen.  Wafhington  30  miles  from  Phila- 
delphia, inftead  of  attacking  him  upon  the  right,  agreeable  to  the 
idea  he  had  feemingly  affe&ed  to  imprefs,  ordered  the  grenadiers 
and  light  infantry  of  the  guards  to  crofs  the  Schuylkill  at  Fat 
Land-ford  and  to  take  poft,  and  the  Chafleurs  to  do  the  fame  at 
Gordon's-ford,  both  below  the  left  of  the  Americans.  At  mid- 
night the  army  moved,  and  crofted  the  river  at  Fat  Land-ford 
without  oppontion  ;  the  rear-guard  with  the  baggage  pafled  it 
before  two  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  whole  were  encamped  by 
night  of  the  23d.  This  event  was  not  expecled  by  the  American 
commander.  Advice  was  received  in  the  night  of  the  enemy's 
having  croffed  the  river  at  Gordon's-ford,  which  was  afterward 
contradicted.  This  laft  information  was  credited,  fo  that  when 
the  gentlemen  at  head  quarters  were  affured  the  next  morning  that 
Howe's  army  had  croffed  the  Schuylkill,  and  was  marching  to- 
ward Philadelphia,  every  one  was  aftonifbed. 

The 
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The  congrefs  had  before  hurried  away  in  the  night  of  the  18th. 
After  the  adjournment  of  that  day  the  prefident  received  a  letter 
iron;)  col.  Hamilton,  one  of  gen.  Walhington's  aids,  intimating 
the  necefli  y  of  their  removing  immediately  from  Philadelphia; 
whereupon  they  left  the  city,  and  agreeable  to  a  refolve  of  the 
fourteenth  repaired  to  Laricafler.  The  letter,  the  immediate 
hurry,  and  the  alarm  of  the  enemy's  being  at  Sweed"s-ford,  threw 
the  city  into  the  utmoff,  confufion  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  roufed* 
all  who  wiihed  to  quit  it,  into  a  preparation  for  a  fpeedy  re- 
moval. 

On  the  26th,  Sir  William  Howe  made  his  triumphal  entry  in- 
to Philadelphia,  with  a  very  final!  part  of  his  army,  where  he 
w  as  moll  cordiallv  received  by  the  generality  of  the  quakers,  and 
a  tew  other  royalifts  :  the  bulk  of  his  troops  were  left  in  and 
abotu  German-town,  a  village  forming  one  continued  ftreet  for 
near  two  miles.  Gen.  Walhington's  army  wras  encamped  near 
oil  f  Odch-ereek,  about  18  miles  from  thence. 

[Sept.  30.J  The  congrefs  removed  to  York-town  bv  the  end 
of  the  month.  Before  they  had  quitted  Philadelphia,  they  had 
elected  baron  de  Xaib  major  general  ;  and  had  entered  upon  their 
journals — "  Whereas  Monf.  du  Coudray,  colonel  brigadier  in  the 
fervice  of  his  molt  chriflian  majefty  the  king  of  France,  and  com- 
itrander  in  chief  of  the  artillery  in  the  French  colonies  of  Ameri- 
ca, gallantly  offered  to  join  the  American  army  as  a  volunteer,  but 
in  his  way  thither  was  moll  unfortunately  drowned  in  attempting 
to  crofs  the  Schuvlkill  : — Refolved,  That  the  corpfe  of  the  faid 
Mbhf.  du  Condrciy  be  interred  at  the  expence  of  the  United  States," 
and  with  the  honors  of  war."  Thev  alfo  refolved,  "  That  gen. 
Wafhington  be  authorifed  and  dirccled  to  fufpend  all  officers 
who  mall  rnifbehave,  and  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  in  the  American 
nrmy  under  the  tank  of  brigadiers,  until  the  pleafure  of  congrefs 
be  communicated  ;  to  take,  wherever  he  may  be,  all  fuch  pro- 
viffons  and  other  articles  as  may  be  neceffary  for  the  comfortable 
fub'fiftence1  of  the  army  under  his  command,  paying  or  giving 
Certificates  for  the  fame  ;  to  remove  and  fecure,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  owners,  all  goods  and  effefcts  which  may  be  ferviceable  to 
the  enemv  ;  provided  that  the  powers  hereby  vefted  mall  be  ex- 
ercn'ed  only  in  fuch  parts  of  thefe  Hates  as  may  be  within  the  cir- 
cumference of  70  miles  of  the  head  quarters  of  the  American  ar- 
my, and  (bail  continue  in  force  for  the  {'pace  of  fixty  days,  unlefs 
fooner  revoked  by  congrefs.'' 

Lord  Howe;  after  the  affair  of  Brandywine,  took  the  moll 
fpeedy  meafures  for  conducting  the  fleet  and  tranfports  round  to  the 
Delaware  :  which  when  arrived  were  anchored  along  the  Penn- 
fj  Ivania  fhore,  from  Reedy  Iflaild  to  Newcaftle,  the  paffage  hear 
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Philadelphia  being  yet  impracticable.  When  the  Britifh  troops 
had  taken  pofleflion  of  the  city,  their  firfl  objeft  was  the  erecf.iflg 
of  batteries  to  command  the  river.  The  day  after,  the  American 
frigate  the  Delaware,  of  32  guns,  anchored  within  500  yards 
of  the  unfinifhed  batteries,  and  being  feconded  by  another  fri- 
gate, with  fmallcr  velfels,  they  commenced  a  heavy  cannonade, 
both  upon  the  batteries  and  town.  Through  inattention  the  De- 
laware was  fufFered  to  ground  upon  the  falling  of  the  tide,  and 
could  not  be  got  off,  (fay  the  Britifh)  which  being  perceived  by 
the  grenadiers,  they  brought  their  battalion  field  pieces  to  play 
upon  her  with  fuch  effeft,  that  fhe  foon  ftruck  her  colours :  but 
the  Americans  fay,  the  crew  rofe,  confined  the  captain,  andpur- 
pofely  ran  the  fhip  afhore.  The  whole  fire  of  the  battalion  guns 
was  afterward  dire6ted  again  ft  the  other  veffels,  which  were  com- 
pelled to  retire  with  the  lofs  of  a  fchooner  driven  afhore. 

The  Pennfylvanians  had,  at  a  vafl  labor  and  expence,  con- 
firufted  great  and  numerous  works,  to  obftruft  the  pafTage  up 
to  Philadelphia,  fome  of  which  have  been  already  menti- 
oned.  They  had   erefted    works    and    batteries    on   Mud- 

Ifland,    and   called    the    whole     Fort     Mifflin,    in    honor    to 

general   Mifllin. On  the  oppofite  fhore,  at  a  place  called 

Red-bank,  they  had  formed  a  fort  or  redoubt,  covered  with 
heavy  artillery.  In  the  deep  navigable  channel,  under  the  cover 
of  thefe  batteries,  they  had  funk  feveral  ranges  of  chevaux  de 
Friz*,  before  defcribed.  It  was  equally  difficult  to  weigh  or  cut 
through  them  ;  but  no  attempt  could  be  made  for  raifing  them, 
or  for  opening  the  main  channel,  till  the  command  of  the  fhores 
was  obtained.  About  three  miles  lower  down  they  had  funk 
other  ranges  of  thefe  "machines,  and  were  conftrufting  works 
for  their  protection,  at  a  place  on  the  Jerfey  fide  called  Bil- 
ling's-point.  Thefe  works  and  machines  were  further  fupport- 
cd  by  feveral  gallies  mounting  heavy  cannon,  together  with  two 
floating  batteries,  a  number  of  armed  veffels,  finall  craft  of  vari- 
ous kinds,  and  fome  fire-fhips. 

Upon  the  reprefentation  of  capt.  Hammond  of  the  Roebuck 
(lying  off  Chefter  15  miles,  below  Philadelphia)  who  had  arrived 
before  lord  Howe,  the  general  detached  two  regiments,  under 
col.  Stirling,  to  diflodge  the  enemy  from  Billing  Vpoint.  The 
detachment  having  crofted,  [Oft.  1  ]  the  enemy  heard  of  their 
approach,  immediately  fpiked  their  artillery,  fet  fire  to  the  bar- 
racks, and  abandoned  the  place  with  precipitation.  This  fuc- 
cefs  enabled  capt.  Hammond  to  cut  away  and  weigh  up  fo  much 
of  the  chevaux  de  Frize,  notwithstanding  the  great  oppofition 
he  met  with,  as  opened  a  narrow  pafTage  for  large  lhips  through 
the  lower  barrier. 

General 
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General  Wafhington,  having  been  reinforced  by  1,500  men 
fr^m  Peek's-kill,  and  a  1000  from  Virginia,  and  having  receiv- 
ed intelligence  through  two  intercepted  letters,  that  gen.  Howe 
had  detached  a  part  of  his  force  for  the  purpofe  of  reducing 
Bnhng's-point  works  and  the  forts  on  the  Delaware,  entertained 
the  thought  of  attacking  the  main  body  as  it  lay  at  German- 
town.  The  line  of  encampment  croffed  the  town  at  right  an- 
gles about  the  centre:  the  left  wing  extended  to  the  Schuylkill. 
It  was  covered  in  front  by  the  mounted  and  difmounted  chaf- 
feurs :  a  battalion  of  light  infantry,  and  the  queen's  American 
rangers  were  in  the  front  of  the  right :  and  the  40th  regiment, 
with  another  battalion  of  light  infantry,  were  ported  at  the  head 
of  the  town,  upon  Chefnut-hill  road,  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
in  advance.  Lord  Cornwallis  lay  at  Philadelphia  with  four  bat- 
talions of  grenadiers.  When  gen.  Wafhington  had  communica- 
ted to  his  council  of  war  the  account  he  had  obtained,  the  gene- 
ral officers  unanimoully  agreed  upon  an  attack,  and  to  its  be- 
ing made  in  different  places,  to  produce  the  greater  confufion 
and  diftraclion,  and  to  hinder  the  feveral  parts  of  the  enemy's 
forces  affording  fupport  to  each  other.  It  was  to  be  fudden  and 
vigorous,  in  expectation  of  carrying  the  point  fpeedily,  from  an 
apprehenfion  that  the  Americans  would  not  perfevere  in  a  pro- 
longed attack,  for  want  of  better  difcipline  and  more  acquaint- 
ance with  military  fervice.  Was  it  found  that  they  could  make 
no  impreffion  upon  the  enemy,  they  were  after  a  while  to  make 
an  expeditious  retreat.  The  divifions  of  Sullivan  and  Wayne, 
flanked  by  Conway's  brigade,  were  to  enter  the  town  by  way  of 
Chefnut-hill;  while  Armftrong  with  the  Pennfylvania  militia  got 
upon  the  enemy's  left  and  rear.  Col.  Thomas  Conway,  knight 
of  St  Louis,  had  been  elefted  fo  early  as  May,  a  brigadier  gen. 
upon  the  recommendatory  letters  he  brought  from  France.  The 
divifions  of  Greene  and  Stephen,  flanked  by  M'Dougal's  brigade 
were  to  enter  by  taking  a  circuit,  at  the  market  houfes,  and  to 
attack  the  right  wing;  and  the  militia  of  Maryland  and  Jerfey, 
under  generals  Smallwood  and  Freeman  were  to  march  by  the 
old  York  Road,  and  fall  upon  the  rear  of  the  right.  Lord  Stir- 
ling, wit'h  Nafh's  and  Maxwell's  brigades,  were  to  form  a  corps 
de  referve. 

They  begin  their  march  about  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening  of 
Q&ober  the  third.  Gen.  Wafhington  is  with  the  divifions  of 
Sullivan  and  Wayne.  He  expecls,  that  if  the  enemy  has  gain- 
ed timely  intelligence  of  his  march,  they  will  wait  for  him  on 
Chefnut-hill,  and  receive  him  as  he  comes  out  of  the  woods. — 
When  arrived  on  the  hill,  without  any  appearance  of  oppofition, 
he  is  congratulated  upon  the  perfuafion   that  the  Britifh  will  be 
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completely  furprifed.  About  fun  rife  on  the  fourth  the  attack 
is  begun  on  the  40th  regiment,  and  the  battalion  of  light  infan- 
try which  accompanies  it.  Thefe  corps  are  overpowered  and 
purfued.  In  this  exigence  lieutenant  colonel  Mufgrave  throws 
himfelf  with  fix  companies  of  the  fortieth  regiment,  into  Mr. 
Chew's  ftone  houfe,  lying  full  in  the  front  of  the  Americans. — 
Thefe  halt.  Adifcourfe  enfues  between  generals  Knox  and  Reed 
in  the  prefence  of  the  commander  in  chief,  whether  or  no  to 
advance  without  firft  reducing  the  houfe.  Knox  urges,  that  it 
is  contrary  to  all  military  rule  to  leave  a  fort  polfeffed  by  an  ene- 
my in  their  rear.  Reed  exclaims — "  What  !  call  this  a  fort,  and 
lofe  the  happy  moment!"  Conway  is  inquired  after  to  give  his 
judgment,  but  cannot  be  found.  It  is  agreed  to  fend  a  flag  to 
the  houfe,  and  fummons  the  Eritim  officer  to  furrender.  A 
young  perfon  undertakes  to  carry  it.  He  approaches,  is  fired 
upon,  and  killed.  Mean  while  gen.  Greene  gets  up  with  his 
column,  and  attacks  the  right  wing  of  the  enemy.  The  morning 
being  exceeding  foggy,  prevents  the  Americans  from  fully  im- 
proving the  advantages  they  gain.  Col.  Matthews,  of  Greene's 
column,  attacks  w7ith  uncommon  fpirit,  routes  the  parties  oppo- 
fed  to  him,  kills  a  great  number,  and  makes  1 10  pnfoners  ;  but, 
through  the  fog,  lofes  fight  of  the  brigade  he  belongs  to,  is  fepa- 
rated  from  it,  and  is  taken  prifoner  with  his  whole  regiment,  ac- 
companied with  the  releafe  of  all  whom  he  had  captured.  A 
number  of  Greene's  troops  are  flopped,  by  the  halt  of  the  divi- 
fion  before  Chew's  houfe,  where  near  or  quite  one  half  of  gen. 
Washington's  army  remains  feme  time  inactive.  During  this  in- 
activity, gen.  Grey,  bringing  the  front  of  a  great  part  of  the  left 
wing  by  a  timely  movement  to  German-town,  leads  on  three  bat- 
talions of  tlve  third  brigade  and  attacks  with  vigor,  being  fupport- 
cd  by  gen.  Agnew  at  the  head  of  the  fourth  brigade.  A  warm 
engagement  enfues.  At  the  fame  time  two  Britifii  regiments 
attack  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  town  ;  while  general  Grant 
moves  up  the  49th  regiment,  to  the  aid  of  the  4th,  which  is  em- 
ployed in  fupporting  the  troops  engaged  with  Greene's  column. 
The  fog  is  fo  great,  that  at  times  you  cannot  fee  twenty  yards 
before  you,  and  frequently  not  more  than  fifty.  It  occafions 
the  American  parties  miltaking  each  other  for  the  enemy,  and 
prevents  their  obferving  the  true  fituation  of  the  latter.  Owing 
hereto  in  a  great  meafure,  the  Americans  quit  every  part  of  the 
town  ;  and"  when  gen.  Grey,  having  palled  it,  advances  with 
the  Britifh  right  wing  upon  their  left,  they  leave  the  field  haftiiy 
and  entirely,  in  fpite  of  every  effort  that  can  be  made  to  rally 
them.  Lord  Cornv.allis  arrives  with  a  fquadron  of  light  horfe 
juit  in  feafon  to  join  in  the  purfuk.     Greene  with  his  own    and 
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Stephen's  divifion,  happens  to  form  the  Iaft  column  of  the  re- 
treating Americans.  Upon  coming  to  two  roads,  and  thinking 
it  will  be  fafeft,  and  may  prevent  the  enemy's  advancing  by  either 
fo  as  to  get  a  head  of  him  ;  and  that  the  divifions  may  aid  each 
other  upon  oecafion,  he  marches  one  divifion  on  the  one  road, 
and  the  fecond  on  the  Other.  While  continuing  his  retreat,  Pu- 
lafki's  cavalry  who  are  in  his  rear,  being  fired  upon  by  the  ene- 
my, ride  over  the  fecond  divifion,  and  throw  them  into  the  tit- 
molt  diforder,  as  they  know  not  at  firft  but  that  they  are  the  Bri- 
tifh  dragoons.  The  men  run  and  fcatter,  and  the  general  is  ap- 
prehensive thathefhall  lofe  his  artillery.  He  cannot  collecl:  a  party 
l'ufficient  to  form  a  rear  guard,  till  he  hits  upon  the  device  of  or- 
dering the  men  to  lay  hold  of  each  other's  hands.  Thisanfwers. 
He  collects  a  number,  and  by  the  help  of  the  artillery,  brings 
the  enemy  to  give  over  the  purfuit,  after  having  continued  it 
near  five  miles.  The  Americans  then  proceed  in  their  march 
back  to  Shippach-creek  without  further  diflurbance. 

The  Britifh  officers  acknowledged  foon  after  this  affair,  that 
it  was  the  fevered  blow  they  had  met  with  ;  that  it  was  planned 
with  judgment,  and  executed  with  fpirit ;  and  that  they  were  at 
alofsforits  not  being  followed  up,  unlefs  it  was  for  want  of 
ammunition.  The  Americans  loll  in  killed  25  continental  offi- 
cers commiffioned  and  non-commifnoned — wounded  102,  and 
an  equal  number  miffing.  The  militia  officers  were,  3  killed — 
4  wounded,  and  11  miffing.  Of  rank  and  file,  continentals,  109 
were  killed,  and  378  wounded — militia,  7  killed  and  19  wound- 
ed. They  had  artillery  officers,  2  killed  and  11  wounded;  and 
matroffes  6  killed  and  7  wounded.  The  total  of  their  killed  was 
152;  and  of  their  wounded  521  *.  Upward  of  400  were  made 
prifoners,  among  whom  were  £4  officers.  The  number  of  mif- 
iing  among  the  Americans  is  no  rule  by  which  to  judge  of  the 
number  captured  by  the  enemy,  as  many  of  the  miffing,  who 
do  not  return  to  their  colours,  go  home.  Gen.  Nalh  of  North- 
Carolina  was  among  the  llain,  and  will  be  honored  by  congrefs 
with  a  monument,  the  fame  as  other  generals  who  have  fallen 
in  aclion  bravely  contending  for  the  independency  of  the  United 
States. 

The  lofs  of  the  roval  army,  including  the  wounded  and  a  few 
prifoners,  amounted  by  their  own  acknowledgment,  to  ,535  ;  but 
the  flain  fcarcely  exceeded  70.  Among  thefe  however  were 
fome  diftinguifhed  officers,  particularly  gen.  Agnew,  and  lieut. 

*  The  boar  J  of  war. 

col. 
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col.  Bird.  Thev  fuffered  probably  more  than  they  allowed  *.— 
The  battle,  by  general  Knox's  watch,  held  two  hours  and  forty 
minutes. 

General  Wafhingron  is  of  opinion,  that  the  Americans  retreat- 
ed ..t  an  inflant  when  viftory  was  declaring  in  their  favor.  The 
roval  army  was  indeed  completely  furprifed;  and  appearances  in 
the  beginning  were  evidently  on  the  fide  of  the  former.  But  it 
is  faid,  that  a  certain  colonel,  not  being  fufficiently  experienced, 
inftead  of  preffing  with  fixed  bayonet  on  the  enemy  whom  he 
had  driven,  kept  ordering  his  men,  as  they  advanced,  to  load 
and  fire,  by  which  they  expended  their  ammunition  :  and  that, 
inftead  of  halting  on  the  ground  till  furnifhed  afrefh,  he  ordered 
his  regiment  to  retreat.  This  retrograde  manoeuvre  enabled  and 
encouraged  the  enemy  to  recover  themlelves,  while  the  other 
Americans,  who  were  advancing,  were  difheartened  and  difcon- 
certed  by  the  retreating  regiment,  not  knowing  the  occafion  of 
fuch  retreat.  It  is  admitted  however,  that  the  colonel  behaved 
boldly,  by  keeping  himfelf  in  the  rear  next  to  the  enemy.  Gen. 
Stephen  was  guilty  of  un-officer-like  behaviour  in  the  retreat, 
owing  to  inattention  or  want  of  judgment ;  which  might  occafi- 
on a  whilper  to  be  circulated  unfavorable  to  gen.  Greene.  But 
upon  gen.  Reed's  afking  the  commander  in  chief  whether  he  was 
diffatisfied  with  Greene's  conduft,  he  candid'y  anfwered,  "  No, 
not  at  all ;  the  fault  lay  with  ourfelves  ;"  referring  to  the  column 
with  which  he  was,  and  their  flopping  to  attack  Chew's  Hone 
houfe.  Several  caufes  might  co-operate  to  effett.  the  precipitate 
retreat  of  the  American  army.  And  yet  had  that  column  ad- 
vanced without  delay,  leaving  only  a  fufficient  corps  with  a  cou- 
ple of  field  pieces  to  guard  the  houfe,  the  obftacles  to  fuccefs 
that  afterward  offered,  might  have  been  removed  or  prevented, 
and  Howe's  army  have  been  totally  defeated,  unlets  the  fuperi- 
ority  of  their  difcipiine  and  bravery  could  have  hindered. 

A  general,  who  was  in  the  aftion,  wrote  fome  time  after  to 
his  correfpondent — "  At  German-town,  fortune  fmiled  on  our 
arms  for  hours.  The  enemy  were  broke,  difperfed  and  flyino- 
on  all  quarters  :  we  were  in  poffeffion  of  their  whole  encamp- 
•  ment,  together  with  their  artillery  park,  &c. — A  wind-mill  at- 
tack was  made  on  a  houfe  into  which  fix  light  companies  had 
thrown  themfelves  to  avoid  our  bayonets — this  gave  time  to  the 
enemy  to  rally — our  troops  were  deceived  by  this  attack  ;  taking 

*  When  he  royal  army  qu'tte'  German-town,  the  Ameiicans  fo'ind 
in  one  of  the  chimney  he  irths,  fome  papers  torn  to  pi  ce-,  ?nd  V  ferving 
figures  upon  them,  certain  officers  attempted  putt  rig  them  toge  her,  and 
foi  nd  them  to  he  the  returns  o  the  killed  and  wounded  at  German- 
town  battle,  amounting  to  about  800. 

Vol.  II."  I  i  it 
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it  for  fomething  formidable,  thev  fell  back  to  aflift  in,  what  they 
deemed  a  ferious  matter.  The  enemy  finding  themfelves  no 
further  purfued,  and  believing  it  to  be  a  retreat,  followed.—— 
Confufion  enfued,  and  we  ran  away  from  the  arms  of  victory 
ready  to  receive  us." 

Let  us  turn  our  attention  for  a  moment  to  South-Carolina.— 
The  fucceffes  of  the  preceding  year  had  humbled  the  Cherokees 
rnoft  completely.  The  Carolinians  had  built,  held  and  continued 
to  occupy  Fort  Rut  ledge  at  Seneca  quietly  and  unoppofed.  The 
Indians,  finding  themfelves  thus  vanquifhed,  fued  in  the  moft  fub- 
miflive  terms  lor  peace.  A  treaty  between  them  and  South- 
Carolina  took  place,  at  which  commiflioners  from  Georgia  at- 
tended, who  concurred  in  and  figned  the  articles  of  pacification 
on  the  20th  of  May.  By  this  treaty  the  Cherokees  ceded  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  their  land  to  South-Carolina.  By  the  eighth 
and  laft  article,  it  is  agreed — "  The  hatchet  fhall  be  foF  ever  bu- 
ried, and  there  fhall  be  an  univerfal  peace  and  friendfhip  re-efta- 
blifhed  between  South-Carolina,  including  the  Catawba  and 
Georgia  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Cherokee  nation  on  the  other; 
there  fhall  be  a  general  oblivion  of  injuries  ;  the  contracting 
parties  fhall  ufe  their  utmofl  endeavours  to  maintain  the  peace 
and  friendfhip  now  re-eftablifhed,  and  the  Cherokees  (hall,  at 
all  times,  apprehend  and  deliver  to  the  commanding  officer  at 
Fort  Rutledge,  every  perfon,  white  or  red,  who,  in  their  nation 
or  fettlements,  fhall  by  any  means  endeavour  to  inftigate  a  war  by 
the  Cherokee  nation,  or  hoftility,  or  robbery,  by  any  of  their . 
people,  againfl  or  upon  any  of  the  American  ftates,  or  fubjefts 
thereof." 

Before  we  refume  the  narrative  of  military  operations,  let  me 
mention  that  the  New- York  convention,  authorifed  for  that 
purpofe  the  20th  of  laft  April,  have  eftablifhed  the  conflitution 
of  that  ftate.  When  this  was  done,  the  freeholders  chofe  for 
their  governor,  gen.  George  Clinton,  a  gentleman  excellently 
well  qualified  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  ftate,  at  fo  interefting 
and  perplexed  a  period.  His  namefake,  Sir  Henry,  made  an 
incurfion  into  Jerfey,  from  the  12th  to  the  16th  of  September, 
chiefly  to  collect  cattle.  He  brought  away  400  head,  including 
20  milch  cows,  400  fheep  and  a  few  horfes  ;  in  effecting  it,  he 
had  8  rank  and  file  killed,  17  wounded,  together  with  a  lieute- 
nant, 9  miffing  befide  a  drummer,  and  5  taken  prifoners,  by  the 
different  parties  of  Americans  that  oppofed  him.  The  expediti- 
on contributes  nothing  toward  fubduing  the  country.  The  lofs 
of  the  inhabitants  will  be  the  lefs  felt,  on  account  of  the  uncom. 
monly  good  crops  of  Indian  corn,  with  which  they  have  been 
this  year  favored.     It  isfurprifingto  find  that  country  in  fo  good 

order 
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order  already.  The  harveft  has  been  truly  plentiful.  Left  it 
fhouid  be  forgotten,  let  me  mention  that  mod  of  the  damage 
■which  the  college  building  at  Princeton  fuftained,  muft  be 
charged  to  the  American  troops ;  who  deftroyed  alfo  the  leaden 
pipes  of  the  organ  (which  had  been  fpared  by  the  royal  army) 
in  order  to  fupply  themfelves  with  a  few  bullets  to  fire  at  the 
enemy. 

Now  let  us  return  to  the  northern  department, 
Lieut,  col.  St.  Leger,  whom  gen.  Burgoyne  had  early  fent  off 
toward  the  Mohawk  river,  after  combating  all  the  difficulties,  na- 
tural  and   artificial,  which   offered  on   his  way,  inverted    Fort 
Stanwix,  now  Fort  Schuyler,  on  the  third  of  Auguft.     It  was 
in  lo  poor  a  ftate  of  defence,  that  an  immediate  attempt  to  drive 
off  the  enemy  and   relieve  it,  was  abfolutely  neceffary.     Gen. 
Heikimer,  a  leading  perfon  in  Tryon   county,  marched  with 
more  than  800  militia  on  this  fervice.     St.  Leger  had  with  him 
about  700  Indian  warriors,  who  with  their  wives,  children,  other 
men  and  women,  made  up  near  1400.     He  detached  Sir  John 
Johnfon,  with  fome  troops  and  the  Indians,  to  lie  in  ambufh  in 
the  woods,  and   intercept  the  militia.     [Auguft  6. J  Herkimer 
fell  into  the  fnare,  and  was  furprifed  ;  but  feveral   ot   the   chief 
Indians  fell  by  the  fit  ft  fire  he  gave  them  ;  fi  on  after  which  the 
battle  was  a  fcene  ot  confufion  beyond  anv  thing  the  Indians  had 
ever  feen.     The  white  people,    confifting  of  the  militia  and  Sir 
John  Johnfon's  tory  troops,  as  his  own  corps  is  called,  got  to- 
gether in  parties  of  twenty  or  thirty,  fo  that  they  cou:d  not  fire  ; 
but  pulled  and  hauled,  drew  their  knives  and  itabbed  each  other. 
The  Indians,  who  confifted  of  Shawanefe,  Delawares,   Senecas 
and  others,  after  a  while  conjectured,  from  their   own  lofs   and 
the  confufion  which  prevailed,  that  both  Sir  John's  people,  and 
Herkimer's  intended  to  deftroy  them ;  at  length   fome  of  their 
chiefs  told  the  young  warriors,  that  is  was  a  plot    of  the   white 
people  to  draw  them  into  a  fcrape  and  cut  them  off ;  and   then 
ordered  them  to  kill  all  white   people  whatever.     It  is  thought 
that  near  as  many  of  Sir  John's  tory  party  were  killed  by  the  In- 
dians as  by  the  militia.    A  number  of  Herkimer's  run  off:  about 
a  hundred  were  fo  furrounded  that  they  could  not  get  away  ;  but 
they  polfetled  themfelves  of  an  advantageous  poit  behind   logs, 
&c.  where  they  continued  fighting  the  Indians  with  great  brave- 
ry, till  Sir  John  drew    off  his  men,  fearing  that  the  garrifon 
would  fally  out  and  fall  upon  him ;  near  upon   feventy  of  the 
hundred  by  this  mean  efcaped.     Two  hundred    and  fifty   men, 
under  lieut.  col.  Willet,  fallied  out  about  that  time,  and  routed 
two  of  the  Indian  and  tory  encampments,  deftroying  their  pro- 
viliwns,  and  carrying  off  kettles,  blankets,  mufkets,  tomahawks, 

fpears, 
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fpear-s,  clothing,  deer  fkins,  a  variety  of  Indian  affairs,  and  five 
colours  ;  torncn  on  their  return  to  the  fort  were  difplayed  under 
the  continental  flag.  The  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  militia  was  160 
killed,  Deride  the  wounded.  Gen.  Herkimer  was  among  the 
11  in  :  congrefs  have  refolved  to  honor  him  with  a  monument. 
Manx  of  the  principal  leaders  on  the  American  fide  were  either 
killed  or  wounded,  fo  t..at  all  expectation  of  further  attempts  to 
relieve  the  fort  bv  the  alhflance  of  militia  was  at  an  end.  The 
Indians  however  were  greatly  difgufted.  St.  Leger  had  brought 
down  with  him  a  number  who  were  neutral,  to  be  fpeftators  of 
the  Britilh  conquering  the  Americans  ;  and  had  engaged  to  them 
and  'he  others,  that  he  and  his  troops  would  clear  the  way  for 
then.'  to  Albany.  The  victory  gained  had  been  purchafed  ex- 
ceeding dear,  according  to  their  ideas  ;  for  they  had  more  than 
fevenr\  killed,  and  amon^them  feveral  ot  their  mod  diltinguifh- 
ed  and  favorite  warriors.  St.  Leger  left  no  mean  untried 
to  make  the  mod  of  his  viclory.  On  the  8th  he  fent  a  flag  to 
the  fort,  and  endeavoured  to  intimidate  the  garrifon,  by  magni- 
fying  his  own  flrength;  telling  them,  that  Burgoyne,  after  de- 
ftroying  every  thing  in  his  way,  was  at  Albany  ;  and  declaring, 
tha  the  Indians  were  determined,  if  they  met  with  further  re- 
finance, to  deitroy  all  the  men,  women  and  children  on  the 
Mohawk  river,  and  as  foon  as  they  got  into  the  fort,  to  kill  eve- 
ry man  belonging  to  it.  Col.  Ganfevoort,  the  commandant,  re- 
iufed  making  any  anfwer,  or  to  liften  to  any  propofals  unlefs 
ijiade  in  writing.  The  next  dav  St.  Leger  tried  the  fame  fcheme 
by  le*;er,  and  received  foranfWer,  that  the  colonel  being  intrufled 
with  the  charge  of  the  garrifon  by  the  United  States  of  America, 
he  would  defend  the  fort  at  every  hazard,  and  to  the  utmoftextre- 
mit)  .  It  was  fhrewdly  remarked  by  thofe  who  v.  ere  within,  that  not 
half  the  pains  would  have  been  taken,  to  have  difplayed  the 
force  immediately  without  or  the  fuccefs  at  a  diflance,  if  they 
were  any  wife  proportionable  to  the  reprefentation.  The  night 
beiore  the  letter  was  fent,  col.  Willet  and  lieut.  Stockwell,  a 
good  woodfman  (as  thev  ftile  him,  who  can  fleer  his  wi(hed-for 
courfe  through  the  fhadv  and  pathlefs  woods  with  a  degree  of 
certainty  and  readinefs)  undertook  to  attempt  conveying  intelli- 
gence down  into  the  country,  of  the  danger  the  fort  was  m,  and 
of  the  neceffity  of  relieving  it.  They  left  it  at  night,  and  crept 
upon  their  bellies  for  near  half  a  mile  ere  they  could  reach  the 
Mohawk  river.  After  palling  it,  thev  had  to  crofs  the  path  from 
the  Indian  camp,  on  which  the  Indians  were  continually  going 
forward  and  backward  :  for  a  long  time  thsey  had  the  Indian  yells 
founding  in  their  cars  on  each  fide  of  them.  They  eicaped  eve- 
ry danger,  and  after  travelling  thirty  miles,  breakfafled  the  next 

morning 
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morning  upon  blackberries,  and  purfned  their  journey  about 
twenty  miles  further  to  German-flats.  Gen.  Schuyler,  upon  re- 
ceiving  the  information  at  Stillwater,  forwarded  a  continental 
brigade  under  gen.  Learned;  when  to  his  great  fatisfaciion,  Ar- 
nold offered  to  go  and  conduct  the  military  operations  in  Tryon 
county,  for  the  relief  of  the  fort.  After  Herkimer's  battle,  a 
nephew  of  his,  Mr.  Joft  Cuyler,  was  taken  and  fecured  on  fu- 
fpicion  of  being  a  fpy.  A  lcheme  was  laid  to  make  him  fervice- 
able  to  the  bufinefs  going  forward.  He  was  brought  to  Arnold, 
and  it  was  fettled,  that  if  he  would  go  and  alarm  the  enemy,  with 
reprefentations  of  great  numbers  being  on  their  march  again  It 
them,  fo  as  to  occafion  their  retreat,  he  fhould  be  liberated,  and 
have  his  eltate  which  was  very  large,  fecured  to  him.  He  un- 
dertook it,  being  well  qualified  from  his  acquaintance  with  the 
Indian  language  and  manners,  and  his  poffefhng  a  good  fhare  of 
fubtilty.  The  mode  of  procedure  was  fettled  in  concert  with 
fome  friendly  Indians;  by  advice  of  one  of  their  head  men, 
Cuyler's  coat  was  fhot  through  in  two  or  three  places,  that  fo 
the  tale  he  had  to  relate  might  be  the  mOre  readily  believed. — 
The  neceflity  of  aggravating  the  numbers  marching  to  the  relief 
of  Fort  Schuyler  was  apparent,  for  when  gen.  Arnold  had  got 
to  German-flats,  he  was  convinced  from  the  intelligence  pro- 
cured of  the  enemy's  ftrength,  that  it  was  much  fuperior  to  his 
own  ;  fo  that  on  the  21ft  he  wrote  to  gen.  Gates,  who  arrived  at 
Stillwater  and  re-afiumed  the  command  of  the  northern  depart- 
ment on  the  19th,  to  fend  him  a  reinforcement  of  1000  light 
troops.  Cuyler  proceeded  immediately  to  the  Indian  camp,  in- 
formed their  warriors  that  vaft  numbers  were  coming  againft 
them  ;  that  major  Butler  was  taken  (which  was  a  truth)  and  that 
he  narrowly  efcaped,  for  that  the  Americans  fired  at  him,  and 
feveral  fhot  palled  through  his  coat,  though  he  got  off  unhurt. — 
When  the  Indian  camp  was  thoroughly  alarmed,  one  of  the 
American  friendly  Indians  arrived,  an  hour  or  two  after  Cuy- 
ler, with  a  belt,  waited  upon  the  chiefs,  and  confirmed  the  in- 
telligence, adding,  that  the  Americans  did  not  want  to  hurt  one 
of  them,  all  they  defired  was  to  fall  upon  the  Britifh.  An  In- 
dian in  camp,  unknown  to  Arnold,  was  fecretly  prevailed  upon 
to  aid  the  project,  by  going  off  unobferved,  taking  a  circuit,  and 
then  coming  into  that  part  of  the  camp,  where  were  thofe  Indians 
who  were  moft  inimical,  with  a  fimilar  ftory  to  that  of  Cuyler's. 
The  Indians  were  completely  frightened,  and  determining  to  go 
off.  St.  Leger  in  vain  ufed  every  art  to  prevent  it.  He  attempt- 
ed making  them  drunk  with  rum,  and  then  getting  them  to  alter 
their  resolution.  Fond  as  they  are  of  rum,  they  would  not  be 
taken  in  at  this  feafon  of  apprehending  danger.    He  then  would 

have 
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have  prevailed  with  them   to  keep  in  the  rear,  while  the  othef 
troops  retreated.     Neither  would  they  do  that;  but  told  him 
— "  You  mean  to  facrifice  us.     When  we  marched  down,  you 
told  us  there  would  be  no  fighting   for  us  Indians ;  we  might  go 
clown  and  fmoke  our  pipes,  whereas  numbers  of  our  warriors 
liave  been  killed." — Nothing  could  change  their  determination. 
They  went  off,  and  St.  Leger  was  obliged  to  decamp,  about  noon 
of  the  22d,  in  fuch  hurry  and  confufion,  as  to  leave  his  bombar- 
dier afleep  in  the  bomb  battery.     His  tents,  with  mod  of  the  ar- 
ti  lery  and  {lores,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  garrifon.     Some  of 
the  Indian  Sachems,  who  were  highly  difguited  with  him,  con- 
cluded to  play  upon  him,  and  divert  themfelves  at  his  expence. 
In  the  evening,  the  flying  troops  came  to  a  clay  foil,  pretty  foft. 
St.  Leger  and  Sir  John  Johnfon  were  in  an  altercation,  St.  Le- 
ger reproaching  Sir   John  about  his   Indians,  and    Sir  John 
biaming  St.  Leger  for  not  carrying  on  the  fiege  differently.     A 
couple  of  Indian  chiefs,  upon  a  rifing  hill  at  a   Imall  diitance, 
with  light  enough  to  obferve  their  fituation,  and  near  enough  to 
notice  their  wranglings,  which  proceeded  almoft  to  fighting,  di- 
rected an  Indian  to  withdraw  fome  confiderable  way  behind  them 
and  then  to  run  after  them,  crying  out  with  all  imaginable  ear- 
neftnefs  in  the  Indian  language — they  are  coning — they  are  comings 
and  to  continue  it.     St.  Leger  and  Sir  John,  upon  hearing  the 
dilmai  note  made  off  as  fait  as  they  could,  but  often  tumbled  into 
the  dirt.  The  men  threw  away  their  packs,  and  pufhed  off  in  the 
grea  eil  hurry.  The  Indians  renewed  the  joke :    and  continued 
thus  and  in  the  like  ways  to  divert  themfelves,  till  the  royalifts  ar- 
rived at  the  Oneida  lake.  The   animofity  between  the  two  com- 
manders rofeat  laft  to  fuch  height  that  they  drew  upon  each  other, 
meaning  to  fettle  the  conteft  by  the  point  of  the  fword.  The  Indi- 
ans being  fully  fatisfied  that  they  had  carried  the jelt  far  enough, 
and  not   being  in  a  blood-thirity  humor  approached  the  parties 
wiih  much  gravity  and  friendfhip,  interpofed  their  good  offices, 
rec»mmended  peace,  made  themii  lends  and  carried  off  the  fecret  of 
their  own  management,  wherewith  to  entertain  themfelves  and  fa- 
vorites in  future*.  Confidering  the  predominant  difpofition  of  the 
Indians,  while  retreating  in  confequence  of  the  ill  fuccefs  that 
had  attended  St.  Leger,  and  the  lofs  they  had  fuftained,  it  was 
not  in  the  lead  furpnfing,  that  they  plundered  feveral  of  the  boats 
belonging  to  the  army,  and  took  even  from  the  baggage  of  the 
officers  what  they  fancied. 

*  They  afterward  diverted  themfelves  and  general  Schuyler  with  this 
relation.  Many  of  the  foregoing  particulars  were  communicated  to  me 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland,  who  was  part  of  the  time  at  Fort  6chuyler, 
with  fome  of  thofe  Indians  that  were  friendly  to  the  Americans. 

When 
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When  general  Wafhington  perceived  from  events  in  the  north, 
that  a  proper  officer  mult  be  chofen  to  command  the  eaftern  mi. 
litia,  he  fent  on  gen.  Lincoln,  having  learned  that  he  had  influ- 
ence over  them,  and  that  they  confided  in  him.  He  arrived  at 
Manchefter  from  the  fouthward  on  the  2d  of  Augufr,  and  found 
about  600  militia  there,  including  2^0  that  arrived  a  few  days 
before  from  New-Hampfhire.  Lincoln  wrote  to  the  MalLclm- 
fetts  council,  that  a  body  of  troops  in  that  part  would  not  only 
cover  the  eaflern  ftates,  but  being  in  the  rear  of  Burgoyne,  oblige 
him  to  leave  fo  confiderable  a  part  of  his  army  at  the  different 
pofts  he  poffefTed,  as  would  weaken  him.  Schuyler,  attending 
mainly  to  making  head  againft  Burgoyne's  front,  wrote  to  Lin- 
coln, on  the  4th,  to  march  his  whole  force,  except  Wa.ner's  re- 
giment, and  join  him  with  all  poffible  difpatch.  On  the  6th, 
Lincoln  had  not  been  joined  by  any  of  the  Malfachufetts  militia, 
faving  a  man  or  two  ;  but  was  the  fame  day  reinforced  by  the 
arrival  of  brigadier  general  Stark,  with  about  800  more  men, 
from  New-Hampfhire.  That  ftate  had  been  applied  to  for  a 
large  body  of  militia.  Stark,  who  was  one  of  their  brigadier  ge- 
nerals, had  confiderable  influence  among  them  :  but  he  was  ex- 
ceedingly foured,  thought  himfelf  neglected,  and  that  he  had  not 
had  jultice  done  him  by  the  congrefs.  He  had  fought  courage- 
ouflv  at  the  battle  of  Breed's-hili ;  and  had  fhewn  himfelf  to  be 
a  foldier  of  fterling  courage.  He  had  alfo  no  particular  liking 
for  Schuyler.  When  therefore  he  was  to  be  intrufted  with  the 
New-Hampfhire  militia,  he  would  not  take  the  command,  but 
upon  the  condition  of  being  left  at  liberty  to  ferve  or  not  under  a 
continental  commander,  as  he  pleafed  :  and  he  determined  not 
to  join  the  continental  army,  till  the  congrefs  gave  him  his  rank 
in  it.  He  had  about  1400  brave  men  under  him,  well  officered. 
Many  of  them  had  been  in  fervice  the  two  preceding  campaigns, 
and  were  not  raw  militia.  Schuyler  urged  him  repeatedly  to  join 
him  ;  but  he  declined  complying.  He  was  induced  fo  to  do,  not 
only  from  the  forementioned  reafons,  but  from  confidering  that 
Burgoyne  would  not  care  what  number  of  enemies  he  had  in 
front,  if  he  had  none  in  his  rear,  and  the  country  was  open  to 
his  incurfions.  Stark  refolved  therefore  to  hang  upon  his  rear, 
and  neglecled  Schuyler's  application.  The  matter  was  brought 
before  congrefs,  fo  that  on  the  19th  they  refolved,  "  That  the 
council  of  New-Hampfhire  be  informed,  that  the  inflru&ions 
which  gen.  Stark  fays  he  has  received  from  them  are  deftruclive 
of  military  fubordination,  and  highly  prejudicial  to  the  common, 
caufe  at  this  crifis :  and  that  therefore  theybedefired  to  inftrucl;  gen. 
Stark  to  conform  himfelf  to  the  fame  rules  which  other  general 
•flicers  of  the  militia  are  fubjetl  to,  whenever  they  are  called  out 
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at  the  expence  of  the  United  States."  But  before  this  refolve, 
Stark  had  afTured  Schuvler,  that  he  would  do  every  thing  to  pro- 
mote the  public  good,  but  was  not  for  doing  any  thing  that  might 
prove  inconfiflent  with  his  own  honor  :  however,  if  it  was  thought 
bed  that  he  fhould  march  immediately  to  the  camp,  he  would 
acquiefce.  On  the  13th  he  wrote,  that  he  fhould  throw  away 
all  private  refentment,  when  put  in  balance  with  the  good  of  his 
country.  Gen.  Wafhington  did  not  approve  of  Schuyler's  ap- 
parent intention  of  uniting  all  the  militia  and  continental  troops 
in  one  body,  and  of  making  an  oppofition  wholly  in  front.  He 
was  of  opinion,  that  a  fufficient  body  of  militia  fhould  alway  be 
referved  to  fall  upon  Burgoyne's  flanks  or  rear,  and  to  intercept 
his  convoys.  Stark  however  had  concluded,  on  the  day  lafl  men- 
tioned, upon  marching  from  Bennington  to  meet  Lincoln  at  a 
certain  appointed  place,  and  to  proceed  with  him  and  join  Schuy- 
ler ;  but  while  writing  to  the  former,  he  received  information, 
that  the  enemy  were  on  their  march  to  Cambridge. 

Gen.  Burgoyne's  pro?refs  toward  Albany  was  delayed  through 
the  want  of  a  fpeedy  and  fufficient  fupply  of  provifions.  He 
confidered  in  what  way  the  difficulty  was  to  be  furmounted.  Ac- 
cording to  information,  the  Americans  had  a  great  depofit  of 
corn,  flour  and  ftore  cattle  at  Bennington,  which  was  guarded 
only  by  militia.  Every  day's  account  confirmed  the  perfuafion 
of  the  loyalty  of  one  defcription  of  the  inhabitants  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  and  of  the  panic  of  the  other.  He  therefore  enter- 
tained the  defign  of  furpnfing  the  ftores  at  Bennington,  and  of 
fending  a  very  large  detachment  upon  the  expedition  ;  but  was 
diverted  from  the  latter  (as  fuppofed)  by  major  Skeen,  who  af- 
fured  him,  "  T^he  friends  to  the  Britifh  caufe  are  as  five  to  one, 
and  they  want  only  the  appearance  of  a  protecting  power  to  fhow 
themfelves."  Relying  upon  their  attachment,  the  general  fent 
the  German  lieut.  col.  Baum,  with  only  about  ^00  men,  and  100 
Indians,  who  carried  with  them  two  light  pieces  of  artillery.  To 
facilitate  the  operation  the  army  moved  along  the  eafl  fhore  of 
Hudfon's-river,  and  encamped  nearly  oppofite  to  Saratoga ;  and 
a  bridge  of  rafts  b^ing  thrown  over,  the  advance  corps  paffed  to 
that  place.  Lieut,  col.  Brevman's  corps,  confifting  of  theBrunf- 
wick  grenadiers,  light  infantry,  and  chaffeurs,  were  polled  at 
Batten-kill,  in  order  if  neceffary  to  fupport  Baum.  Stark  hear- 
ing that  a  party  of  Indians  was  at  Cambridge,  fent  lieut.  col. 
Gregg  with  200  men  to  flop  their  progrefs.  Toward  night  he 
was  informed  by  exprefs,  that  there  was  a  large  body  of  regulars 
in  the  rear  of  the  Indians.  On  that  he  drew  together  his  brigade, 
and  the  militia  who  were  at  hand,  in  order  to  flop  their  maivh  ; 
fent  to  Manchefler  for   col.  Warner's  regiment,  and  forwarded 
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exprefles  to  the  neighbouring  militia  to  join  him  with  all  fpeed. 
He  then  marched,  in  the  morning  of  the  14th,  with  colonels 
Warner,  Williams  andBrufh,  and  the  men  prefent,  and  in  about 
feven  miles  met  Gregg  retreating,  and  the  enemy  within  a  mile 
of  him.  The  troops  drew  up  in  order  of  battle ;  and  the  enemy, 
upon  coming  in  fight,  halted  upon  a  very  advantageous  piece  of 
ground.  Baum  perceiving  that  the  Americans  were  too  ftrong 
to  be  attacked  by  his  prefent  force,  fent  an  exprefs  to  Burgoyne 
with  an  account  of  his  fituation  ;  and  Breyman  was  immediately 
difpatched  to  reinforce  him.  Mean  while  fmall  parties  of  the 
Americans  flcirmilhed  with  the  enemy,  killed  and  wounded  thirty 
of  them,  with  two  Indian  chiefs,  without  any  lofs  to  themfelves, 
which  had  a  good  effecT:  upon  their  courage.  The  ground  Stark 
Occupied,  not  being  fuitable  for  a  general  aftion,  he  retreated 
about  a  mile  and  encamped.  In  a  council  of  war  it  was  agreed, 
to  fend  two  detachments  into  the  enemy's  rear,  while  the  reft  of 
the  troops  attacked  in  front. 

[Aug,  i^.j  It  rained  all  day,  which  retarded  the  intended 
aflfault,  however  there  were  frequent  fkirmifhings  in  fmall  par- 
ties. The  heavy  rain,  together  with  the  badnefs  of  the  roads, 
prevented  alfo  Breyman's  advancing  to  Baum's  afliftance  with 
difpatch.  The  next  day,  [Aug.  16.J  Stark  being  joined  in  the 
morning  by  colonel  Symonds  from  Berkfhire,  purfued  his  plan. 
Baum,  in  the  mean  while,  had  intrenched  and  rendered  his  poll 
as  defenfible  as  time  and  its  nature  would  admit.  Stark  detach- 
ed col.  Nichols  with  200  men  to  the  rear  of  his  left :  col.  Hen- 
rick,  with  300  men,  was  fent  to  the  rear  of  his  right :  they  were 
to  join,  and  then  attack.  Colonels  Hubard  and  Stickney,  with 
200,  were  ordered  ftill  further  on  his  right.  A  hundred  men 
were  alfo  advanced  toward  his  front  to  draw  his  attention  that 
way.  About  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  all  were  ready  for 
the  attack.  Before  Nichols  and  Henrick  could  join,  the  Indians 
puihed  off  between  the  two  corps,  but  receiving  a  fire  as  they 
parted,  had  three  killed  and  two  wounded.  Nichols  then  began 
the  a  (fault  upon  Baum,  and  was  followed  by  the  reft ;  tbofe  in 
front  pufliing  forward.  In  a  few  minutes  the  a£lion  became  ge- 
neral, and  lafted  about  two  hours,  with  one  continued  noife  like 
the  ruffling  of  a  drum.  Baum  made  a  brave  defence  ;  and  the 
German  dragoons  kept  together  after  having  expended  their  am- 
munition, and  led  by  their  colonel  charged  with  their  fwords, 
but  were  foon  overpowered.  The  whole  detachment,  thouo-h 
well  enclofed  by  two  breaft  works,  were  forced  to  give  way  to 
the  fuperior  number  and  courage  of  the  Americans,  who  with 
their  brown  firelocks,  fcarce  a  bayonet,  little  difcipline,  and  not 
a  fingle  piece  of  cannon,  ventured  to  attack  ,500  well-trained  re- 
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gulafs,  furnifhed  with  the  beft  and  completed  arms  and  accou* 
trements,  having  two  pieces  of  artillery,  being  advantageoufly 
pofled,  and  accompanied  by  100  Indians.  When  the  militia 
had  gained  the  victory,  they  difperfed  to  collect  plunder,  which 
they  were  very  defirous  of  fecuring.  This  nearly  proved  fatal 
to  them.  While  thus  bufied,  Stark  received  information,  that 
the  reinforcement  under  Breymen  was  within  two  miles  of  him. 
Happily  at  that  inflant,  Warner's  continental  regiment,  which 
had  been  fent  for  from  Manchefter,  came  up  frefh,  marched  on 
and  began  to  engage  ;  mean  while  the  militia  collected  as  fail  a3 
pofhble,  and  puihed  on  to  its  afliftance.  The  aftion  became  ge- 
neral ;  and  the  battle  continued  obftinate  on  both  fides  till  funfet  j 
when  the  Germans  gave  way  partly  through  a  failure  of  ammu- 
nition, leaving  their  two  pieces  of  artillery  behind  them,  and  a 
number  of  prifoners.  They  retreated  in  the  beft  manner  they 
couldj  improving  the  advantage  of  the  evening  and  of  the 
night. 

The  Americans  took  four  brafs  field  pieces,  twelve  brafs  drums, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dragoon  fwords,  four  ammunition  wag- 
gons, and  about  700  prifoners,  among  whom  was  lieut.  col.  Baum. 
Three  .hundred  dead  are  faid  to  have  been  found  upon  the  fpot  : 
but  if  fo,  furely  the  flain  on  each  fide  muft  have  been  included. 
The  Americans  lofl  but  about  100  killed  and  wounded.  The 
courage  of  the  men  was  fharpened  by  the  profpecl:  of  advantage, 
for  in  gen.  Stark's  orders  they  were  promifed  all  the  plunder  that 
fhould  be  taken  in  the  enemy's  camp.  The  royal  officers  were 
aftonifhed  to  fee  how  undauntedly  they  rufhed  on  the  mouths  of" 
the  cannon.  Both  men  and  officers  are  entitled  to  much  honor 
for  their  gallant  behaviour.  Colonels  Warner  and  Henrick's 
fuperior  fkill  in  military  matters  was  of  fervice  to  the  general, 
who  was  lefs  converfant  with  them  than  they  :  but  his  rank  in 
the  army  of  the  United  States  was  afterward  given  him  by  con- 
grefs,  on  the  4th  of  October,  when  they  "  refolved,  That  the 
thanks  of  congrefs  be  prefented  to  gen.  Stark,  of  the  New-Hamp- 
fhire  militia,  and  the  officers  and  troops  under  his  command,  for 
their  brave  and  fuccefsful  attack  upon,  and  fignal  victory  over 
the  enemy  in  their  lines  at  Bennington  :  and  that  brigadier  Stark 
be  /appointed  a  brigadier  general  in  the  army  of  the  United  States." 
Never  were  thanks  more  defervedly  beitowed.  This  was  the 
firft  turn  of  affairs  in  favor  of  the  Americans  in  the  northern  de- 
partment, after  the  death  of  gen.  Montgomery.  It  raifed  the  fpi- 
rhs  of  the  country,  and  made  the  militia  willing  to  turn  out  be- 
yond what  would  otherwife  have  been  done.  When  gen.  Gates 
wrote  to  the  commander  in  chief  fome  days  after  his  arrival  at 
(Stillwater,  he  thus  expreffed  himfelf — "  Upon  my  leaving  Phi- 
ladelphia, 
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ladelphia,  the  profpect.  this  way  appeared  mod  gloomy,  but  the 
fevere  checks  the  enemy  have  met  with  at  Bennington  and  in 
Tryon  county,  has  given  a  more  pleating  view  of  public  affairs. 
I  cannot  fufficienily  thank  your  excellency  for  fending  col.  Mor- 
gan's corps  ("of  riflemen.]  Thev  will  be  of  the  greateft  fervice 
to  the  army  ;  for  until  the  late  fucceffes  this  way,  I  am  told  it  was 
quite  panic  (truck  by  the  Indians,  and  their  tory  and  Canadian  af- 
faffins  in  Indian  drefs.  Few  of  the  militia  demanded  are  yet  ar- 
rived, but  I  hear  of  great  numbers  on  their  march."  Stark's  vic- 
tory gave  reputation  to  the  militia,  as  well  as  increafed  their  cou- 
rage. They  found  that  neither  Britifh  nor  German  regulars 
were  invincible  ;  but  that  they  could  beat  both.  The  artillery 
and  other  trophies  excited  their  hope  and  confidence.  While 
the  Americans  were  exulting  upon  the  occafion  on  the  one  fide, 
the  royal  army  under  Burgoyne  experienced  a  degree  of  deprefli- 
on  on  the  other  ;  efpecially  as  the  difafterat  Bennington  not  only 
added  to  their  delay,  but  gave  Gates  the  opportunity  of  ftrength- 
ening  himfelf,  by  the  arrival  of  the  militia,  who  were  upon  their 
march  to  reinforce  him.  When  he  was  upon  his  journey  to  take 
the  command,  he  was  much  dejefted,  no  lefs  than  the  troops 
which  were  to  be  under  him  ;  but  the  Bennington  affair  put 
them  both  in  better  fpirits,  and  afforded  them  fome  promifing 
expectations.  They  relied  on  his  abilities,  fo  that  his  apptarance 
at  camp,  and  his  mode  of  conducting  military  bufinefs,  at  once 
filled  them  with  courage  and  refolution  ;  and  in  a  few  days  they 
faced  about  and  advanced  toward  Burgoyne. 

On  the  30th  of  Auguft,  the  Britifh  commander  had  occafion 
to  write  to  him  ;  and  in  his  letter  complained  of  inhumanity  ex- 
ercifed  toward  the  provincial  foldiers  in  the  king's  fervice  after 
the  affair  of  Bennington  ;  and  then  hinted  at  retaliation.  Gen. 
Gates,  in  his  anfwer  of  September  the  2d,  invalidated  the  charge, 
and  then  retorted  the  Indian  cruelties,  which  he  imputed  to  Bur- 
goyne, faying,  "  Mifs  M'Rea,  a  young  lady,  lovely  to  the  fight, 
of  virtuous  character,  and  amiable  difpofition,  engaged  to  an  of- 
ficer of  your  army,  was,  with  other  women  and  children,  taken 
out  of  a  houfe  near  Fort  Edward,  carried  into  the  woods,  and 
there  fcalped  and  mangled  in  a  moll  (hocking  manner.  Two 
parents  with  their  fix  children,  were  all  treated  with  the  fame 
inhumanity,  while  quietly  refiding  in  their  once  happy  and  peace- 
ful dwelling.  The  miferable  fate  of  Mifs  M'Rea  was  particu- 
larly aggravated,  by  her  being  dreffed  to  receive  her  promifed 
hufband,  when  (he  met  her  murderer  employed  by  you.  Up- 
ward of  100  men,  women  and  children,  have  perifhed  by  the 
hands  of  the  ruffians,  to  whom,  it  is  afferted,  you  have  paid  the 
price  of  blood,"     Qeneral  Burgoyne,  in  his  reply  of  the  6th  of 

Sept. 
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Sept. ^vindicated  his  own  character  ;  fhowed  that  Mifs  M'Rea's 
death  was  no  premeditated  barbarity  ;  and  declared  that  that  in- 
stance excepted,  Gates's  intelligence,  refpefting  the  cruelties  of 
the  Indians,  was  falfe.  It  might  be  erroneous  in  point  of  num- 
bers and  other  circumftances  ;  but  Burgoyne  was  undoubtedly 
rniftaken  in  pronouncing  it  all  falfe,  with  only  a  fingle  excepti- 
on. The  number  of  Indians  that  joined  him  was  500.  The  firfl 
party  fent  out,  paid  attention  to  the  reftrietions  he  had  laid  them 
under  in  his  fpeech  of  June  the  21ft,  near  Crown-point;  and 
when  they  had  made  feveral  of  the  Americans  prifoners  in  the 
heat  of  the  aclion,  treated  them  with  European  humanity.  But 
they  could  not  long  brook  fuqh  reftraints.  They  grew  uneafv, 
and  reverted  to  their  cruelties  and  habits  of  plunder ;  and  feve- 
ral perfons  became  vifrims  to  their  mode  of  war.  My  account 
of  Mifs  M'Rea's  death  will  differ  only  circumftantially  from  Bur- 
goyne's.  Mr.  Jones,  her  lover,  anxious  on  her  account,  engaged 
fome  Indians  of  two  different  tribes  to  convey  her  away  from 
among  the  Americans  for  the  purpofe  of  fecurity.  He  might  fear 
for  her,  on  account  of  her  father's  being  interested  in  the  royal 
caufe,  and  of  her  attachment  to  himfelf.  He  promifed  to  re- 
ward the  perfon,  who  fhould  bring  her  fafe  to  him,  with  a  bar- 
rel of  rum.  The  twp  who  took  her  and  carried  her  to  fome  dif- 
tance,  difputed  who  of  them  fhould  convey  her  to  Mr.  Jones. 
Each  was  anxious  for  the  reward  ;  and  that  the  other  might  not 
receive  it,  one  of  them  ftruck  his  tomahawk  into  her  fcull  and 
killed  her*.  As  no  whifper  contrary  to  her  being  of  an  un- 
blemifhed  character  ever  reached  me,  in  any  place  or  company  ; 
be  it  far  from  any  future  European  writer  to  tomakawk  her  re- 
putation+.  Upon  the  firft  intelligence  of  what  had  happened, 
Burgoyne  obliged  the  Indians  to  deliver  up  the  murderer,  and 
threatened  to  put  him  to  death.  Many  thought  the  threat  would 
have  been  executed;  but  he  was  pardoned,  upon  the  Indians 
agreeing  to  terms  enjoined  them  by  Burgoyne,  which  the  gene- 
ral thought  would  be  more  efficacious  than  an  execution  to  pre- 
vent fimilar  mifchiefs.  He  told  their  interpreter,  that  he  would 
lo'e  every  Indian  rather  than  connive  at  their  enormities,  or  to 
that  effetl  \.  They  were  not  however  fatisfiedjand  to  his  aftonifh- 
rnent  fome  of  the  tribes  told  him,  at  a  council  held  the  begin- 
ning of  Auguft,  that  they  intended  to  return  home,  and  demand- 
ed his  concurrence  and  afliftance.     The  general  was  convinced, 

*  This  is  "lie  fubftan  e  of  the  relation  given  by  M  s.  M'Neil,  who  wa  j 
in  '-enp;  nj   \  nh  Mils  M'Rea  when  taken  by  the  Inclhns. 

-j     ee  Ma  qms  se  Chai'.eitux's    Tiavcli  i-.i    Nor.  h- America,  Vol.  I. 

'   \  L21I  of  Harrington  before  the  h-oufe  of  commons, 

that 
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that  a  cordial  reconciliation  was  only  to  be  effected,  by  a  renun- 
ciation of  all  his  former  prohibitions,  and  an  indulgence  in  blood 
and  rapine :  but  he  firmly  adhered  to  the  controls  he  had  efta- 
blifhed,  and  the  fpeech  he  made  to  them  feemed  to  have  the 
defired  effecl.  But  a  defertion  took  place  the  next  day,  and 
they  went  off  by  fcores,  loaded  with  what  plunder  they  had 
collected. 

The  murder  of  Mifs  M'Rea  exafperated  the  Americans;  and 
from  that  and  other  cruelties  occafion  was  taken  to  blacken  the 
royal  party  and  army.  The  people  detefted  that  army  which 
accepted  of  fuch  Indian  aid,  and  loudly  reprobated  that  govern- 
ment which  could  call  in  fuch  auxiliaries.  Gen.  Gates  was  not 
deficient  in  aggravating,  by  feveral  publications,  the  exceifes 
which  had  taken  place  ;  and  with  no  fmall  advantage  to  his  own 
military  operations. 

General  Lincoln,  about  this  time  marched  from  Manchefler 
to  Pawlet,  with  the  few  militia  that  had,  joined  him.  Having 
received  fome  reinforcement  in  order  to  divide  and  diftraft  the 
royal  army,  he  fent  off  with  the  advice  of  his  officers,  on  the 
13th,  col.  Brown  and  five  hundred  men,  to  the  landing  at  Lake 
George,  to  releafe  the  prifoners  and  deftroy  the  Britifh  ftores 
there;  and  the  fame  number  of  men  under  col.  Johnfon  to 
Mount  Independence.  The  latter  was  to  give  a  diverfton  to 
the  enemy,  while  the  former  executed  his  command  ;  and  if  an 
opportunity  offered.,  without  rifking  too  much,  to  pufh  for 
Mount  Independence,  while  col.  Brown  attempted  Tycondero- 
ga.  Further  to  amufe  and  divide  the  enemy,  by  attacking  the 
eut-pofts,  &c.  a  like  number  of  men  were  fent  under  col.  Wood- 
bridge  to  Skeenfborough,  thence  to  Fort  Anne,  and  fo  on  to- 
ward Fort  Edward,  He  doubted  not  but  that  thefe  movements 
would  meet  with  general  Gates's  approbation,  though  made 
without  his  knowledge.  He  would  have  mentioned  the  defign, 
and  not  have  put  the  plan  into  execution  without  his  advice, 
could  he  have  been  fure  that  the  information  would  not  have  fal- 
len into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  *. 

Colonel  Brown  conducted  his  operations  with  fuch  fecrecy 
and  addrefs,  that  he  effectually  furprifed  all  the  out-pofts  [Sept. 
18.J  between  the  landing  at  the  north  end  of  Lake  George  and 
the  body  of  the  fortrefs  at  Tyconderoga.  Mount  Defiance, 
Mount  Hope,  the  French  lines  and  a  blockhoufe,  with  200  bat- 
teaus,  an  armed  (loop,  and  feveral  gun-boats,  were  almoft  in- 
ftantly  taken.  Four  companies  of  foot,  with  nearly  an  equal 
number  of  Canadians,  and  many  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the 

•  Lincoln's  letter, 

veffels, 
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veffels,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  293,  were  made  prifoners, 
and  100  Americans  releafed.  Brown,  befide  taking  a  number, 
of  arms  and  other  things,  retook  the  continental  ftandard  left  at 
Ty  when  the  fort  was  evacuated.  His  lofs  in  killed  and  wound- 
ed was  trifling.  Finding  after  four  days  trial,  that  he  and  John- 
fon  could  not  mailer  Ty  and  Mount  Independence,  they  aban- 
doned the  defign  and  returned. 

While  the  aforementioned  expedition  was  carrying  on,  gen. 
Jiurgoyne,  having  at  length  obtained  about  thirty  days  provision 
with  other  neceflary  ftores,  refolved  upon  pafling  the  Hudfon's 
river  with  the  army;  which  having  executed,  he  encamped  on 
the  heights  and  in  the  plain  of  Saratoga.  He  took  this  meafure 
upon  himfelf,  on  the  fuppofition  that  he  was  not  authorized  to 
call  any  officers  into  council,  as  the  peremptory  tenor  of  his  or- 
ders, and  the  feafon  of  the  year  admitted  of  no  alternative.  He 
then  advanced  along  the  fide  of  the  river,  and  encamped  on 
the  heights  about  two  miles  from  general  Gates's  camp,  which 
•was  three  miles  above  Stillwater.  On  the  eighteenth  the 
Americans  marched  out  three  thoufand  ftrong  in  order  to 
attack  him,  but  found  that  to  be  prudentially  impractica- 
ble. However  they  drew  up  in  full  view  of  him  and  there  tarri- 
ed till  dark.  Gates  was  careful  to  keep  col.  Morgan's  regiment 
of  riflemen,  and  a  large  corps  of  light  infantry  under  col.  Dur- 
bin,  always  in  advance,  ready  tooppofe  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 
Large  fcouting  parties  from  this  advanced  body  were  continually 
patroling  to  prevent  a  furprife.  The  next  day,  gen.  Burgoyne 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  Britifh  line,  which  compofed  the 
right  wing  ;  this  was  covered  by  gen.  Frazer  and  col.  Breyman 
with  the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  of  the  army,  being  them- 
felves  covered  by  the  Indians,  provincials  and  Canadians  in  the 
front  and  flanks.  He  advanced  toward  the  American  left 
wing,  through  fome  intervening  woods  of  no  great  extent; 
while  the  left  of  the  royal  army  and  artillery  under  the  ge- 
nerals Philips  and  Reidefel  kept  along  the  great  roads  and  mea- 
dows by  the  river  fide. 

["Sept.  19.]  Some  of  the  American  fcouting  parties  fall  in 
with  thofe  of  the  Britifh,  and  with  great  boldnefs  begin  the  at- 
tack about  one  o'clock  at  noon.  The  firing  is  no  fooner  heard 
by  general  Phillips,  than  he  makes  his  way,  with  a'  part  of  the 
artillery,  through  the  wood,  and  renders  effential  fervice.  Each, 
commander  fupports,  reinforces,  and  orders  different  regiments 
to  engage;  and  the  battle  is  hot  and  obftinate  on  both  fides,  till 
about  half  paft  two  o'clock,  when  it  ceafes  for  half  an  hour.  The 
American  and  Britifh  line  being  fully  formed,  the  aftion  is  re- 
newed, and  becomes  general  at  three.  Both  armies  appear  de- 
termined 
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termined  to  conquer  or  die.  There  is  one  continual  blaze  of  fire 
for  three  hours  without  intermiflion.  The  report  ofthemufkets 
refembles  an  mediant  roll-beating  on  a  number  of  drums.  The 
Americans  and  Britifh  ahernately  drive  and  are  driven  by  each 
other.  Three  Britifh  regiments,  the  2Qth,  the  2 ill,  and  the 
62d,  are  in  conftant  and  clofe  fire  for  near  four  hours.  All  fuf- 
fer  confiderable  lofs  :  the  62d,  which  was  500  ftrong  when  it 
left  Canada,  is  reduced  to  lefs  than  60  men,  and  to  4  or  5  offi- 
cers. The  24th  regiment  belonging  to  Frazer's  brigade,  with 
the  grenadiers  and  a  part  of  the  light  infantry  are  brought  into 
action.  Breyman's  riflemen,  and  fome  other  parts  of  his  corps, 
are  alfo  of  fervice  ;  but  only  aft  occafionally.  The  American 
troops  in  aftion  are  thofe  under  Morgan  and  Durbin  ;  the  firff, 
fecond,  and  third  New-Hampfhire  regiments  ;  the  eighth,  ninth 
and  tenth  MafTachufetts  ;  the  fecond  and  third  New-York  ;  and 
a  Connecticut  regiment  of  militia.  The  ninth  MafTachufetts  re- 
giment, col.  Weffon's,  is  warmly  engaged,  and  greatly  diflinguifhes 
itfelf.  Col.  Scammell  of  the  firfl  New-Hampfhire  regiment  is  pe- 
culiarly aftive,  enterprifing  and  brave  ;  and  leads  on  his  men 
clofe  to  the  enemy  with  great  undauntednefs,  before  he  fuffers 
them  to  fire.  Capt.  Jones,  with  his  brigade  of  Britifh  artillery, 
behaves  with  the  utmoft  intrepidity.  His  four  cannon  are  re- 
peatedly taken  and  retaken.  He  is  killed,  other  officers  are 
wounded  ;  and  thirty-fix  out  of  forty-eight  of  the  matroffes  are 
killed  or  wounded.  Few  aftions  have  been  chara&erized,  by 
more  obfhnacy  in  attack  or  defence,  than  is  the  prefent.  The 
Britifh  bayonet  is  repeatedly  tried  without  effeft.  During  the 
engagement  many  Americans  place  themfelves  in  high  trees  in 
the  rear  of  their  own  line  ;  and  there  is  feldom  a  minute's  inter- 
val of  fmoke  in  any  part  of  the  Britifh  line,  without  officers  be- 
inor  taken  off  by  a  fingle  fhot.  One  is  aimed  at  Burgoyne,  but 
paffes  through  the  arm  of  captain  Green,  aidde  camp  to  Phillips, 
while  delivering  a  meffage.  The  Britifh  commander's  efcape  is 
owing  to  the  captain's  having  a  laced  furniture  to  his  faddle, 
which  occafiqns  his  being  mifiaken  for  the  general.  Toward  the 
clofe  of  the  day,  gen.  Gates  orders  out  of  camp  to  the  field  of 
battle,  the  10th  Maffachufetts  regiment  under  col.  Marlhall  *. 
When  he  comes  upon  the  open  ground,  he  is  perceived  by  a 
Britiih  officer,  who  has  entered  the  neighbouring  wood  with  his 
foldiers,  and  is  upon  the  point  of  overpowering  an  American 
regiment.  The  Britifh  officer  quits  the  wood,  calls  out  to  him 
not  to  fire  for  that  he  is  a  friend.     Marfhall  fufpecis  it,  but  the 

*  He  vas  lie>r.  col.  of  militia,  when  he  gave  evidence  on  the  'rial  of 

the  lu.dieii  at  iloftcD,  in  1770. 

dufk 
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dufk  of  the  evening  prevents  his  diftinguifhing  the  regimentals ; 
he  therefore  orders  his  men  to  make  ready.  He  obferves  the 
officer  directing  his  foldiers  by  the  motion  of  his  fword,  how  to 
form  ;  and  at  length  difcerns  the  grenadier-caps,  on  which  he 
calls  out  to  his  men  fire.  The  Britifh  officer  falls,  and  after  a 
while  the  regiment  feeks  its  fafety  in  a  retreat,  which  terminates 
the  aftion  in  this  quarter.  In  another  fpot,  the  Americans  give 
way  to  the  Britifh  bayonet  and  quit  the  field.  Gen.  Reidefel, 
by  exerting  himfelf,  brings  up  a  part  of  the  left  wing,  and  arrives 
juft  in  time  to  charge  fome  of  the  Americans.  But  a  regiment 
of  the  latter  remains  longefl  on  the  field  of  battle,  by  continuing 
upon  it  hours  after  the  aflion  totally  ceafes.  Lieut,  col.  Brooks, 
who  commands  the  eighth  Maflachufetts  regiment,  by  order  of 
gen.  Gates,  goes  to  the  left  of  all  the  American  troops,  fo  as  to 
out  flank  the  Britifh,  when  he  forms  his  line  ;  but  perceives 
troops  in  front  of  him,  whom  he  cannot  clearly  diflinguifh  be- 
caufe  of  the  latenefs  of  the  evening,  and  the  dufk  being  increas- 
ed by  the  trees.  They  foon  fire,  and  kill  one  of  his  men, 
wounding  others ;  on  which  he  immediately  engages  them,  and 
they  give  way.  He  concludes  they  are  Germans  from  the  braf* 
cafes  on  their  breafts,  for  containing  lighted  match.  Brooks 
remarking  that  the  other  American  regiments  are  withdrawn, 
and  that  he  cannot  be  fupported  in  cafe  the  enemy  advance  upon 
^jim,  and  hearing  them  talk  at  a  diftance,  changes  his  pofition, 
and  falls  back  into  the  open  road  leading  to  the  camp,  and  there 
remains.  At  length  he  fends  to  Gates  for  orders  how  to  aft, 
who  direfts  him  to  return  into  camp  ;  where  it  was  before  ap- 
prehended all  the  troops  had  collefted  that  had  been  in  action. — 
It  is  near  upon  eleven  o'clock  at  night  when  he  quits  the  ground 
and  returns. 

The  Britifh  loft  in  this  aftion  rather  more  than  500  in  killed, 
wounded  and  prifoners  *.  The  lofs  of  the  Americans  was,  of- 
ficers included,  64  killed,  217  wounded,  and  38  miffing,  in  all 
319  t.  None  of  their  right  wing  or  centre  were  engaged,  ex- 
cept Marfhall's  regiment.  The  number  that  engaged  was  about 
2,500.  Gates's  whole  army,  with  the  militia  prefent,  was  about 
7000.  Lincoln  had  not  then  joined  him  with  his  militia  ;  nei- 
ther was  he  in  the  afclion,  but  at  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bennington.  Arnold's  divifion  was  out  in  the  action,  but  he 
himfelf  did  not  head  them  ;  he  remained  in  the  camp  the  who}©" 
time.  The  foreign  officers  faid,  that  in  all  the  engagements  ia 
which  they  had  been,  whether  in  Flanders  or  elfewhere,  they  ne- 

*  Lieut,  col.  Kingfton  befora  the  houfe  of  commons. 
■J-  The  board  of  war, 

?  ver 
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ver  knew  fo  long  and  hot  a  fire.  The  American  army  expend-, 
ed  nearly  all  their  ammunition,  and  had  but  about  forty  rounds 
a  man  left  them.  After  the  aftion,  the  general  was  under  the 
neceffity  offending  not  only  for  powder,  but  alfo  to  Albany  for 
all  the  window  leads  and  other  lead  that  could  be  gotten  for  the 
making  of  bullets.  He  had  never  more  than  three  days  provifi- 
on  of  flour  at  a  time  ;  but  on  the  day  of  a£Hon  the  array  had 
none,  for  it  did  not  arrive  till  the  20th.  It  had  been  conffantlv 
the  praftice  of  gen.  Gates,  to  take  the  precaution  of  having  the 
baggage  loaded  every  morning,  and  of  being  ready  for  a  fudden 
movement :  fome  of  the  Britifh  officers  not  knowing  this  was 
his  praftice,  wrongly  inferred  from  its  being  taken  the  morning 
after  the  aftion,  that  he  was  apprehenfive  of  being  pufhed,  and 
of  being  obliged  to  give  way.  The  royal  army  however  difco- 
vered  apprehenfion,  by  lying  all  the  erifuing  night  upon  their 
arms,  at  fome  diftance  from  the  field  of  battle.  The  next  day 
they  took  a  pofition  nearly  within  cannon  fhot  of  the  Americans, 
and  fortified  their  right.  The  engagement  anfwered  fo  little  to 
the  expectations  of  their  Indian  auxiliaries,  that  a  frefh  defertion 
among  them  took  place,  in  this  feafon  of  danger  and  di  fire fs  ; 
while  a  number  of  other  Indians  repaired  to  the  American  camp. 
The  laft  were  attending  a  treaty  with  the  American  commiffion- 
ers  ;  who,  finding  they  were  inclinable  to  engage  in  a  war,  pre- 
pared a  fpeech,  and  the  next  day  offered  them  the  war  belt, 
which  was  immediately  and  folemnly  accepted  by  warriors  of  the 
Oneidas,  Tufcaroras,  Onondagos,  and  Mohawks.  On  the  17th 
the  war  feaft  was  prepared,  at  which  the  belt  was  folemnly  ac- 
cepted by  the  whole.  The  18th  and  19th  pafTed  in  equipping 
them.  Being  informed  the  19th  at  night,  that  the  American  ar- 
my was  engaged,  many  of  the  Indians  marched  off  without  delay, 
and  with  fuch  difpatch  as  to  reach  Gates  before  noon  next  day, 
though  the  diftance  was  very  confiderable,  and  by  night  the  re- 
mainder arrived  in  camp,  making  in  all  near  150. 

The  proximity  of  the  two  armies  induced  the  American  gene- 
ral to  redouble  his  ardour  in  ftrengthening  his  left.  The  Ame- 
ricans are  expert  beyond  all  other  nations,  in  the  mode  of  defence 
by  intrenchment,  covered  with  ftrong  abbatis  *.  From  the  20th 
of  September  to  the  7th  of  October,  the  armies  were  fo  near, 
that  not  a  night  pafTed  without  firing,  and  fometimes  concerted 
attacks  upon  the  Britifh  advanced  piquets.  No  foraging  party 
could  be  made  by  the  royal  troops,  without  great  detachments  to 
cover  it.-  It  was  the  American  plan  to  harrafs  the  enemy  by 
conftant  alarms  t.     Mean  while,  gen.  Lincoln,  agreeable  to  the 

*  Burgoyne's  State  of  ihff  Expedition  from  Canada.      f  Idem. 
Vol.  II,  LI  order? 
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orders  fent  him,  marched  toward  the  camp.  By  the  29th,  he 
joined  Gates  with  about  2000  militia. 

General  Burgoyne  had,  from  the  beginning,  a  firm  hope  of 
being  powerfully  fuccoured  when  wanted,  and  at  any  rate  of 
being  met  and  joined  at  Albany,  by  a  ftrong  force  from  the  ar- 
my at  New-York.  With  great  difficulty  he  received  on  the  21  ft, 
a  letter  in  cypher  from  Sir  H.  Clinton,  informing  him,  that  the 
latter  intended  making  a  diverfion  on  the  North-nver,  by  attack- 
ing Fort  Montgomery.  Though  this  fell  fhort  of  the  aid  he  ex- 
pefted,  he  hoped  it  might  afford  effential  fervice  by  obliging 
Gates  to  divide  his  army.  He  returned  the  meffenger  ;  and  af- 
terward difpatched  two  officers  in  difguife,  and  other  confiden- 
tial perfons,  all  feparately  by  different  routes,  to  acquaint  Clin- 
ton with  his  exaft  fituation  and  condition,  and  to  prefs  him  ur- 
gently to  the  immediate  profecution  of  his  defign,  and  to  inform 
him  that  in  point  of  provifion  he  could,  and  was  determined  to 
hold  his  prefent  pofition,  in  hope  of  favorable  events,  until  the 
12th  of  Oftober.  The  Britifh  commander  had  to  encounter 
difappointments  and  difficulties  ;  and  the  American  was  not  ex- 
empted. The  latter  wrote  to  gen.  Washington  on  the  5th  of 
October,  "  I  am  forry  to  repeat  to  your  excellency  the  diftrefa 
I  have  fuffered  for  want  of  a  proper  fupply  of  mufket  car- 
tridges from  Springfield,  or  the  materials  to  make  them.— — 
My  anxiety  alfo  on  account  of  provifions  has  been  inexpreflible. 
A  greater  error  has  not  been  committed  this  war,  than  the  chang- 
ing the  commiffariot  in  the  middle  of  the  campaign." 

Sir  H.  Clinton's  intended  diverfion  did  not  commence  fo  loon 
as  propofed  ;  for  the  Britifh  reinforcement  under  gen.  Robert- 
fon,  amounting  to  near  2000  men,  did  not  arrive  from  Europe 
till  about  the  beginning  of  Oclober.  They  were  three  months 
on  their  paffage,  owing  partly  to  contrary  winds,  and  partly  to 
their  being  on  board  heavy  failing  Dutch  bottoms.  Had  they 
arrived  a  month  fooner,  the  Hate  of  affairs  would  undoubtedly 
have  been  widely  different.  When  they  did  arrive,  Clinton  loft 
no  time  in  employing  them.  Numbers  of  them  were  immedi- 
ately removed  to  proper  veffels,  and  joined  in  the  expedition 
againft  the  forts  in  the  highlands.  The  arrangements  being  made, 
lie  proceeded  up  the  North-river  with  about  4000  men  ;  and 
landed  on  the  4th  of  O&ober  at  Tarry-town,  meaning  to  excite 
an  apprehenfion  in  gen.  Putnam,  that  his  poft  at  Peek  s-kill  was 
the  objeft .  A  thoufand  continental  troops  had  been  left  him, 
wherewith  to  defend  it,  but  the  effectives  were  fewer  :  he  had 
made  repeated  application  for  militia  from  New- York  flate  and 
Connecticut,  but  had  been  joined  by  very  few,  they  having 
been  called  away  upon  an  expedition  agaiaft  the  roval  force  on 

Rhode- 
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Rhode-Ifland.  At  eight  at  night,  he  wrote  to  gov.  Clinton, 
and  informed  him  of  the  arrival  of  the  Britifh,  and  what  hq 
thought  was  their  deftination.  The  governor,  upon  the  receipt 
of  the  letter,  penetrated  his  namefake's  defign  ;  prorogued  the. 
affembly  the  next  day  ;  and  haftened  to  Fort  Montgomery, 
where  he  arrived  at  night.  The  royal  troops  were  fecretljr 
transferred  acrofs  the  river,  and  difpofitions  made,  for  an  affault 
upon  the  forts  on  the  6th. 

[Oct.  6.J  The  American  advanced  party  is  attacked  by  the 
enemy  at  Doodle-town,  about  two  miles  and  a  half  from  Fort 
Montgomery,  They  receive  the  enemy's  fire  and  retreat  to  Fort 
Clinton.  The  enemy  then  advance  to,  the  weft  fide  of  the  moun- 
tain, to  attack  the  Americans  in  the  rear.  Gov.  Clinton  orders 
out  a  detachment  of  100  men  toward  Doodle-town,  and  another 
of  60  with  a  brafs  field  piece,,  to  a  very  good  fpot  on  a  different 
road.  They  are  both  attacked  foon  by  the  enemy's  whole  force, 
and  obliged  to  give  way  ;  but  behave  with  fpirit,  and  retreat 
with  great  order  till  they  reach  the  fort.  The  governor  imme- 
diately pofls  his  men  in  the  mod  advantageous  manner ;  but  it 
is  not  many  minutes  before  his  poll,  as  well  as  Fort  Clinton,  is 
invaded  on  all  fides.  He  is  fummoned,  when  the  fun  is  about 
an  hour  high,  to  furrender  in  five  minutes ;  but  refufes.  In  a- 
bout  ten  minutes  afterK  the  Britifh  make  a  general  and  defperate 
attack  on  both  pofts,  which  is  received  with  fpirit.  Officers 
and  men,  as  well  militia  as  continental,  behave  well.  A  moll 
inceffant  fire  is  kept  up  till  dufk,  when  the  affailed  are  over- 
powered by  numbers,  who  force  the  lines  and  redoubts  at  both 
pofts.  Not  a  few  of  the  Americans  fight  their  way  out,  others 
mix  with  the  enemy,  and  fo  make  their  efcape,  knowing  all  the 
avenues  in  the  mountains,  and  being  favored  by  the  night.  The 
governor,  and  his  brother  gen.  James  Clinton,  who  is  wound- 
ed, but  not  dangeroufly,  get  clear  off.  The  former  is  joined 
the  next  day  by  better  than  200  of  the  garrifon  ;  and  is  in  ex- 
pectation of  manv  more.. 

The  whole  garrifon  confifted  of  but  600  men-,  not  one  half 
of  whom  had  bayonets,  wherewith  to  oppofe  thofe  of  the  enemy, 
*vhofe  repeated  affaults  with  that  weapon  at  length  prevailed. — 
When  it  was  evident  that  the  enemy  meant  an  attack  upon  thef& 
pofts,  application  was  made  for  a  reinforcement  from  Peek's-kill; 
but  through  miftake,  and  the  treachery  of  the  iffuing  commiffary 
at  Fort  Montgomery,  it  was  not  fent  in  time ;  the  forts  were 
carried  while  it  was  croffing  the  river,  which  occafioned  its  re- 
turn. A  feafonable  fupply  of  ,500  men  might  have  fecured  them. 
They  were  no  fooner  loft,  but  Fort  Conftitution  was  demolifhed 
without  the  orders  of  the  governor,  and  without  firft  removing 
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tlie  artillery  and  ftores.  The  Americans  fet  fire  alfo  to  two  fine 
new  frigates,  and  fbme  other  veffels,  which  with  their  guns  and 
fiores  were  all  confirmed.  Gen.  Tryon  was  lent  off  with  a  de- 
tachment, and  deit roved  a  new  fettlement,  called  Continental- 
viilage,  which  contained  barracks  for  1500  men,  befidc  manv 
ilores. 

The  cannon,  ftorcs,  ammunition,  &c.  taken  and  deftroyed 
by  the  Britilh,  were  very  co'nfiderable  ;  but  the  main  advantage 
obtained  by  them,  was  the  opening  of  the  palfage  up  the  North- 
river.     This  had  been  obltrutled  by  a  boom  and  chain  running 
acrofs  the  river   from  Fort  Montgomery.  The  chain  weighed  a- 
bove  ,50  ton,  and  the  links  were  about  2  &  1-2  inches  fquare. 
There  was  another  inferior  boom  near  Fort  Conftitution.    Thefe 
booms  and  chain  colt  the  Americans  an  amazing  deal  of  labour 
and  more  than  fifty  thoufand  pounds  lterling,  as  is  fuppofed,  in 
paper  continental  money.     The  reduction  of  the  Forts  put  the 
i3ritifh  into  immediate  pofieifion  of  the  power  of  removing  thefe 
obltruclions,  and  of  pairing  up   to  Albany.     Gen.   Putnam  was 
in  fuch  expectation  of  their  improving   this  advantage,  that  he 
wrote  to  gen.  Gates  on  the  8th,  "  I  cannot  flatter  you  or  my- 
ielf  with  the  hopes  of  preventing  the  enemy's  advancing,  there- 
fore prepare  for  the  worfh"     The  next  day  he  faid,  "  The  Con- 
necticut militia  came  in  yefterday,  and   the  day  before  in  great 
numbers,  but  am  forry  to  fay,  they  already  begin  to  run  away. 
The  enemy  can  take  a  fair  wind,  and  with  their  flat-bottomed 
boats,  which    have  all   fails,  go  to  Albany  or  Half-Moon  with 
great   expedition,    I  believe  without   any   oppofition."       Half- 
Moon  is  fixteen  miles  below  where  Gates  was  encamped.     The 
fame  day  a  fpy  was  brought  before  gov.  Clinton,  and  confeffed 
— "  That  he  was  charged  by  Sir  Henry  to  go  to  Burgoyne  and 
acquaint  him,  that  on  Monday,  the  6th,  he  formed  and  carried 
the  forts  with  the  lofs  of  lieut.  cok  Campbell,  majors  Grant  and 
Sill  flain ;  befides  a   number   of  other  officers,  and   upward   of 
300  rank  and  file,  killed  and  wounded  :  that  a  number  of  peo- 
ple were  employed,  who  were  conftantly  from  one  army  to  the  ■ 
other: — That  gen.  Clinton  intended  to  pufh  up  the  river; — and 
that  a  capt.  Campbell  of  Burgoyne's  army,  lately  arrived  with 
difpatches  to  Sir  Henry,  and  let  off  on  his  return,  the  Wedncf- 
day  morning,  with  the  news  of  the  reduction   of  Fort  Montgo- 
mery."    The   captain   however,  did  not  get  back  to  Burgoyne 
till  the  night  before  the  convention  was  figned.     The  fpy  did  not 
mention  -he  death  of  count  Graboufki,  a  Polifh  nobleman,  who 
was  killed  in  the  attack,  while  acting  as  aid-de-camp  to  Sir  Hen- 
ry Clinton. 

Let  as  now    attend  the  motions  of  generals  Burgoyne  and 
Gates.     In.  the   beginning  of  October,  the  Britifh  commander 

judged 
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judged  it  expedient  to  leffen  the  foldiers'  rations  of  provifion,  to 
which  they  fubmitted  with  cheerfulnefs.  Tilings  continued  in 
this  ftate  with  the  royal  army  till  the  7th,  when  no  intelligence 
having  been  received  of  the  expected  co-operation,  and  four  or 
five  days  for  their  limited  flay  in  the  camp  only  remaining,  it 
was  thought  advifable  to  make  a  movement  to  the  left  of  the 
Americans,  not  only  to  difcover  whether  there  was  any  poffible 
mean  of  forcing  a  paffage,  mould  it  be  neceffary  to  advance,  or 
of  diflodging  them  for  the  convenience  of  a  retreat;  but  alfo 
to  cover  a  forage  of  the  army  in  the  greater!  diilrefs  by  the  pre- 
lent  fcarcity. 

Before  general  Gates  has  gained  any  knowledge  of  this  intend- 
ed movement,  he  has  ordered  out  a  party  of  about  300  men  in 
the  morning ,  foon  after  he  direfts  lieut.  col  Brooks  to  repair  to 
head  quarters,  when  he  gives  him  the  command  of  them,  and 
defires  him  to  call  between  one  and  two  o'clock  for  particular 
directions.  The  party  is  deflined  to  go  into  the  rear  of  Bur- 
goyne,  to  drive  in  his  out  polls,  and  to  occafion  an  alarm, 
which  Gates  means  to  take  advantage  of,  if  opportunity  offers. — 
But  unknown  to  him,  a  royal  detachment  of  1500  regular 
troops,  with  two  twelve  pounders,  two  howitzers,  and  fix  fix- 
pounders,  are  ordered  to  move,  being  commanded  by  Bur- 
goyne  in  perfon,  feconded  by  generals  Philips,  Reidefel,  and 
lYazer,  The  guard  of  the  camp  upon  the  high  grounds  is  com- 
mitted to  generals  Hamilton  and  Specht ;  that  of  the  redoubts 
and  plain  near  the  river  to  brigadier  Gall.  The  force  of  the 
Americans  in  front  is  thought  to  be  fo  much  fuperior,  that  it  is 
not  judged  fafe  to  augment  the  detachment  beyond  the  num- 
ber itated. 

While  Brooks  is  waiting  at  the  American  head  quarters,  a 
fergeant  arrives  with  an  account  of  the  motion  of  the  royal  de- 
tachment ;  which  is  fpeedily  cofirmed.  On  this  the  party  he 
was  to  have  commanded  is  difmiffed;  and  the  officers  and  men 
prefent  are  ordered  to  their  polls.  Burgoyne's  fcouting  parties 
are  driven  in  by  col.  Morgan's  riflemen  and  the  corps  of  light 
infantry  ;  but  his  troops  continue  advancing,  and  are  formed 
within  three  quarters  of  a  mile  of  Gates's  left.  The  artillery  is 
polled  on  a  clear  fpoi  of  ground,  in  a  great  meafure  furrounded 
by  woods,  the  two  medium  twelve  pounders  on  a  fmall  emi- 
nence, nearly  in  the  centre  of  it.  The  irregulars  are  pufhed  on 
through  by-ways  to  gain  the  American  rear,  and  to  keep-  them 
in  check.  Gen.  Arnold,  who  has  mounted  his  horfe,  receives 
a  mefiage  from  Gates,  directing  him  to  be  cautious,  for  that  he 
apprehends  Burgoyne  defigns  to  make  his  main  attack  on  the 
right.     Arnold  ihows  much  difpleafure  at  it,  exprefles  himfelf 

improperly, 


S70         The   HISTORY  »r  the       £A.  D.  ijjf. 

improperly,  and  fays,  "  I  will  be  anfwerable  for  confequen- 
ces."  He  orders  out  Cilly's  New-Hampfhire  regiment  with 
others,  and  loon  follows  them.  About  four  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon, the  American  column  approaches  the  royal  detachment 
and  is  immediately  fired  upon  by  the  twelve  pounders  and  the 
four  fix  pounders :  notwithftanding  which,  the  men  draw  up 
along  the  fkirts  of  the  woods  behind  trees,  about  200  yards 
dillant  from  the  artillery-  They  make  a  very  fudden  and  rapid 
attack  upon  the  Britifh  grenadiers,  who  are  pofted  to  fupport 
the  left  wing  of  the  line.  Major  Ackland  at  the  head  of  them 
fuftains  this  fierce  attack  with  great  refolution.  General  Gates 
having  ordered  out  more  regiments,  the  number  of  the, 
Americans  enables  them  foon  to  extend  the  attack  along  the 
whole  front  of  the  Germans,  who  are  pofted  immediately  on 
the  right  of  the  grenadiers.  It  is  therefore  impracticable 
to  remove   any  of  the   Germans,  for   the  purpofe   of  forming 

a  fecond  line  to  the  flank,  where  the  ftrefs  of  the  fire  lies. 

The  right  is  Hill  unengaged;  but  it  is  obferved  that  the  Ame- 
ricans  are  marching  a  large  corps  round  their  flank  in  order  t» 
cut  off  their  retreat.     To  oppofe  this  bold  and  dangerous    at- 
tempt, the  light  infantry,   with  a  part  of  the   24th  regiment, 
which  are  joined  with   them  at  the  poll,  are  directed  to  form  a 
fecond  line,  in  order  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  troops  into  camp. 
While  this  movement  is  in  procefs,  the  Americans  pufh  forward 
a  frefh  and  flrong  reinforcement  to  renew  the  aftion  on  Bur- 
goyne's  left ;  which  is  totally  overpowered  and  compelled  to  give 
way  :  on  this  the  light  infantry  and  24th  regiment,  are  obliged, 
by  quick  movement,  to  attempt  faving  that  wing  from  being  to- 
tally ruined ;  but  in  doing  it  gen.  Frazer  is  mortally  wounded. 
The  fituation  of  the  detachment  is  now  exceeding  critical ;  but 
the  danger  to  which  the  lines  are  expofed,  is  ftill  more  alarming. 
Generals  Phillips  and  Reidefel  are  ordered  to  cover  the  retreat ; 
and  thofe  troops  which  are  neareft  or  moll  difengaged,  return  as 
faft  as  they  can  for  the  defence  of  the  lines.     A  little  after  five, 
in  the  height  of  the  a&iorj,  lieut.  col.  Brooks,  by  Gates's  order, 
quits  the  camp  at  the  head  of  col.  Michael  Jackfon's  regiment, 
and  direfts  his  march  to  the  warmeft  fire.     On  advancing  into 
the  field,  he  finds  the  royal  detachment  has  given  way  in  all  quar- 
ters, and  Arnold  pulhing  with  Paterfon's  brigade  for  the  works 
poflefled  by  the  Britifh  light  infantry  aflifted  by  fome  of  the  line, 
who  have  juft  thrown  themfelves  into  the  fame,  with  great  pre* 
cipitation,  by  means  of  a  circuitous  retreat.     The  brigade  has  a 
large  abbatis  to  crofs,  and  many  other  obltruftions  to  furmount, 
in  the  face  of  a  brave  enemy,  occupying  works  advantageoufly 
•onflrucled  and  completed,,  it  is  therefore  at  length  compelled  to 

retire. 
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retire.  But  during  the  conteft,  Jackfon's  regiment  parting  the, 
rear  of  the  brigade,  falls  into  the  fire  on  its  left,  having  in  front 
two  ftockade  redoubts  occupied  by  fome  Canadians,  and  the  left 
of  the  works  in  which  are  the  German  grenadiers  under  colonel 
Breyman.  At  fome  confiderable  diftance  on  the  left  of  Brooks 
are  Weffon's  regiment,  Morgan's  corps,  and  the  York  troops* 
Paterfon's  brigade  failing,  Arnold  leaves  it,  and  comes  to  Jack- 
fon's regiment,  which  he  orders  inftantly  to  advance,  and  attack 
the  lines  and  redoubts  in  front.  Brooks  commands  two  platoons 
from  the  right  to  attack  the  ftockades  :  they  move  with  great  ra- 
pidity, carry  the  point  with  charged  bayonets,  and  fuffer  little 
more  than  the  lofs  of  two  lieutenants  killed.  The  regiment  in- 
ftantly makes  an  affault  on  the  main  lines,  though  manned  with 
double  its  number.  Arnold  having  given  Brooks  his  orders,  paf- 
fes  on  to  the  left ;  and  having  ordered  the  Americans  there  to 
make  a  general  affault,  returns  to  Jackfon's  regiment,  the  left  of 
which  has  arrived  at  the  works  ;  and  a  fmall  fally-port  prefent- 
ing,  Arnold  and  a  part  of  the  left  platoon  pafs  through  together. 
The  enemy  retire  firing,  and  gain  their  tents  about  thirty  or  for- 
ty yards  from  the  works ;  but  finding  the  affault  is  general,  they 
give  one  fire,  and  either  retreat  to  the  Britifh  camp  or  throw 
down  their  arms.  By  this  lafl  fire  Arnold  is  wounded,  and  a  fer- 
geant  of  Jackfon's  regiment,  {landing  near  the  general,  killed. 
Orders  are  given  by  Burgoyne  for  the  recovery  of  the  intrench- 
ments  of  the  German  referve  ;  btft  they  are  not  executed,  and 
the  Americans  remain  in  pofTeflion  of  an  opening  on  the  right 
and  rear  of  the  royal  army.  The  night  puts  an  end  to  the  ac- 
tion. 

The  heat  of  it,  with  fmall  arms,  lafled  about  forty  minutes ; 
but  the  cannonading  continued  after  the  royal  detachment  had 
given  wav.  In  the  courfe  of  it,  a  fhot  paffcd  through  gen.  Bur- 
goyne's  hat,  and  another  tore  his  waiflcoat.  A  battalion  of  BrunC 
wickers  ran,  though  not  one  of  them  was  killed,  and  would  ne- 
ver come  on  again*.  To  this  mifbehaviour  fome  may  be  ready 
to  afcribe  the  want  of  fuccefs  on  the  fide  of  the  Britifh,  and  as  a 
confequence  of  it,  the  lofs  of  the  whole  army.  Whatever  fuch 
behaviour  might  contribute  toward  the  event,  the  bravery  of 
the  Americans  had  certainly  a  very  confiderahie  fhare  in  it.  The 
royal  detachment  was  driven  by  them  near  upon  two  miles,  and 
had  fcarce  entered  the  camp,  when  it  was  ilormed  by  them  with 
great  fury  ;  for  they  rufhed  on  to  the  lines  under  one  of  the  hea- 
viefl  cannonades  of  artillery,  grape  fhot,  and  rifle  fire  ever  beheld, 
and  never  gave  way  till  they  met  the  Britifh  grenadiers.  Some  of 

f  Captain  M.cTey's  deciaratict*  ut  the  hoafe  of  commons, 
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the  Britifh  officers  were  aftonifhed  at  hearing  the  fire  of  the  Ame- 
rican mufketry  kept  up  with  fuch  vigor  and  conftancy,  after  un- 
dergoing fo  heavy  a  fire  of  artillery*.  One  of  the  braveft  of 
them  t  is  ready  to  declare,  that,  whenever  he  has  been  oppofed 
to  the  Americans,  they  have  fought  with  courage  and  obftinacy. 
He  found  it  fo  in  the  above  aftion.  Gen.  Arnold  was  next  to 
military  mad.  He  appeared,  in  the  heat  of  the  engagement,  fo 
befide  himfelf  as  fcarce  to  know  what  he  did.  He  flruck  feveral 
of  the  officers  with  his  fword,  without  any  apparent  reafon  ;  and 
when  they  told  him  of  it  the  next  day,  meaning  to  remonflratc 
and  require  fatisfaftion,  he  declared  he  recollecred  nothing  at  all 
of  it,  and  was  forry  if  it  was  fo.  Some  of  his  orders  were  exceed- 
ingly rafh  and  injudicious,  and  argued  thoughtlefsnefs  rather  than 
courage  +.  His  attack  upon  the  Britifh,  varied  fo  from  eftablifh- 
ed  military  maxims,  that  the  royal  officers  inferred  from  it,  that 
gen.  Gates  did  not  perfonally  command  in  the  aftion.  Gates 
remained  for  the  moft  part  in  the  camp,  as  on  the  19th  of  Sep- 
tember, that  he  might  the  better  guide  the  general  operations, 
and  give  the  neceffary  directions  as  they  were  wanted.  Arnold's 
left-handed  variation,  might  however  contribute  greatly  toward 
obtaining  the  viclory.  The  Britifh  have  been  at  length  taught  by 
experience,  that  neither  American  attacks,  nor  refiftance,  are  to 
be  defpifed. 

Nothing  could  eafily  exceed  the  diftrefs  and  calamity  of  the 
royal  army,  when  the  day  was  clofed.  The  Americans  halted 
half  a  mile  in  the  rear  of  them ;  and  between  twelve  and  one 
o'clock  at  night,  gen.  Lincoln  (who,  during  the  aclion,  was  in 
the  centre  of  the  encampment,  commanding  within  the  works) 
marched  with  his  divifion  to  relieve  the  troops  that  had  been  en- 
gaged, and  to  poffefs  the  ground  they  had  gained.  The  fituation 
of  the  Britifh  made  a  total  change  of  pofition  neceffary  to  fecure 
them  from  certain  deflruction.  It  was  executed  during  the  night, 
with  a  great  degree  of  coolnefs,  filence,  order  and  intrepidity.  It 
was  a  general  remove  of  the  whole  army,  of  the  camp  and  artil- 
lery, from  its  late  ground,  to  the  heights  above  thehofpital  ;  with 
the  defign,  by  an  entire  change  of  the  front,  of  reducing  the 
Americans,  if  poffible,  to  the  neceffity  of  forming  a  new  difpo- 
fition.  This  remove  was  accomplifhed  without  any  lofs  whate- 
ver. The  day  of  aclion  proved  fatal  to  numbers.  The  officers 
fuffered  exceedingly.  Several,  who  had  been  grievoufly  wound- 
ed in  the  former  aftion,  and  difdained  abfence  from  danger,  were 
again  wounded.     Befide  general  Frazer,  Sir  James'CIark,  Bur- 

*  Idem.  f  Earl  of  Balcarrss. 

\  Lieut,  col;  Brooks  was  my  informer. 

goyne's 
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govne's  aid-de-camp,  was  mortally  wounded  and  taken  prlfoner. 
Major  Williams  of  the  artillery,  and  major  Acklaud,  were  alio 
taken,  the  latter  being  wounded.  Lieut,  col.  Breyman  was  killed 
when  the  intrenchment  where  he  commanded  was  forced.  The 
lifts  of  kdled  and  wounded,  though  avowedly  imperfect,  and  not 
including  the  Germans,  are  very  confiderable.  The  lofs  of  the 
Americans  was  trifling  both  in  men  and  officers.  They  took 
officers  and  privates,  to  the  amount  of  rather  more  than  200  ; 
befide  9  pieces  of  brafs  artillery,  and  the  encampment  of  a  Ger- 
man brigade  with  all  their  equipage.  But  what  was  of  the  utmoff: 
confequence,  they  obtained  a  large  fupplv  of  ammunition  from 
among  the  fpoils  of  the  field,  under  an  exceffive  fcarcity  of  which 
the)'  had  long  laboured.  The  fame  troops  were  engaged  as  on 
the  19th  of  September,  with  detached  regiments,  from  generals 
Glover  and  Paterfon's  brigades,  together  with  a  ftrong  brigade 
of  Ncw-Hampfhire  militia,  and  Green  Mountain  boys,  alias 
Vermont  militia. 

The  royal  troops  were  under  arms  the  whole  day  of  th£  8th  of 
October,  in  continual  expectation  of  an  action,  and  were  can- 
nonaded during  the  greatest  part  of  it  :  but  all  that  happened  was 
a  fucceffion  of  fkirmilhes,  which  occafioned  lofs  on  both  (ides. 
Gen.  Lincoln  was  wounded  in  his  leg  by  a  random  fhot  of  the 
enemy,  as  riding  in  company  with  gen.  Gates.  About  fun-fer, 
the  corpfe  of  gen.  Frazer  was  brought  up  the  hill,  attended  only 
by  the  officers  who  had  lived  in  his  family,  for  he  defired  it 
might  be  carried,  without  parade,  by  the  foldiers  of  his  corps  to 
the  great  redoubt,  and  there  buried.  It  necefTarily  palled  within 
view  of  both  armies  :  generals  Phillips,  Reidefel  and  Burgovne, 
Handing  together,  were  ftruck  with  the  humility  of  the  proceffi- 
pp.  Their  conforming  to  that  privacy  which  had  been  requeued, 
might  be  conitrued  into  neglect.  They  could  neither  endure 
that  reflection,  nor  reflrain  their  natural  propenfity  to  pay  their 
laft  attention  to  his  remains.  Thev  followed  the  corpfe  to  the 
grave.  The  inceffent  cannonade  during  the  folemnity  : — the  ffi:a- 
dv  attitude,  and  unaltered  voice  with  which  the  chaplain  officia- 
ted, though  frequently  covered  with  duff,  thrown  up  on  all  fides 
of  him  b\  the  fhot  : — the  mute  but  expreffive  mixture  of  fenfibi- 
lity  and  indignation  upon  every  countenance  : — together  with  the 
growing  dulkinefs  of  the  evening,  may  be  hereafter  defciibed  by 
the  pen  of  theBritifh  commander,  as  marking  a  character  of  that 
juncture,  which  makes  one  of  the  fineft  objects  for  the  pene'l  of 
a  mafter,  that  the  field  ever  exhibited*.  But  had  gen.  Burgovne 
acquainted  the  American  commander  with  the  intended  procefli- 

*  Burgoyrc's  «tntc. 
Vol..  II.  M  m  on, 
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on,  the  fcenery  would  have  been  varied  ;  for  Gates,  inftead  of 
admitting  the  cannonade,  would  rather  have  ordered  minute  guns 
to  have  been  fired  in  honor  to  the  deceafed  ;  and  could  he  have 
gained  in  time  the  knowledge  of  what  was  going  forward,  would 
undoubtedly  have  filenced  the  former. 

General  Gates,  previous  to  the  aclion,  pofled  1 400  Ameri- 
cans on  the  heights  oppofite  the  ford  of  Saratoga,  and  2000  in  the 
rear  to  prevent  a  retreat  to  Fort  Edward  ;  afterward  on  the  8th, 
lie  ported  1500  at  the  ford  higher  up.  Gen.  Burgoyne,  having 
deceived  intelligence  of  it,  and  apprehending  that  Gates  meant  to 
turn  his  right,  which  when  effected  would  have  enclofed  him 
completely,  refolved  on  an  immediate  retreat  to  Saratoga.  The 
army  began  to  move  at  nine  o'clock  at  night,  and  the  movement 
was  made  without  lofs ;  buMhe  hofpital  with  the  fick  and  wound- 
ed, was  necefTarily  abandoned.  In  this  inftance,  as  well  as  in 
every  other  which  occurred  in  the  eourfe  of  thefe  tranfa&ions, 
Gates  behaved  with  fuch  attention  and  humanity,  to  all  whom 
the  forttine  of  war  threw  into  his  hands,  as  does  honor  to  his 
character.  The  badnefs  of  the  roads,  and  the  ftarving  condition 
of  the  cattle  for  want  of  forage,  together  with  one  inceflant  rain# 
like  a  continued  thunder  fhower  from  about  eight  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  gth  till  long  after  the  day  clofed,  and  other  difficulties, 
prevented  the  army's  reaching  Saratoga,  though  no  more  than 
about  fix  miles  diftant,  before  night,  and  then  worn  down  with 
excefiive  fatigue.  During  the  rain  a  body  of  militia  continued 
their  march,  and  got  in  above  Gates's  army,  but  fome  way  below 
fort  Edwards  Gates  being  informed  of  their  arrival,  ordered 
them  immediately  to  the  fort.  They  arrived  there  the  next  morn- 
ing early,  about  two  or  three  hours  before  a  detachment  fent  off 
by  Burgoyne  to  poffefs  that  port  could  get  up  to  it.  The  detach- 
ment finding  U  occupied  by  the  Americans,  returned  much  dif- 
pirited. 

When  the  royal  artillery  and  army  had  pafTed  the  fords  of  the 
■Fiih-kill  creek,  a  little  to  the  northward  of  Saratoga  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  10th,  they  found  a  body  of  Americans  already  arrived, 
who  retired  at  their  approach  over  a  ford  of  Hudfon's-river,  and 
there  joined  a  greater  lorce,  ilationed  to  prevent  the  palTage  of  the 
Britifh.  No  hope  remained,  but  that  of  effecting  a  retreat  at  lafl 
to  Fort  George.  Artificers  were  fent  forward  to  repair  the  bridg- 
es; but  they  were  not  long  departed  from  the  camp  with  a  ftrong 
efeort,  when  the  fudden  appearance  of  the  Americans,  on  the 
oppofite  heights,  with  an  apparent  preparation  to  pafs  the  Fifh- 
kill,  and  bring  on  an  engagement,  rendered  it  neceffarv  to  re- 
call the  47th  regiment,  and  rrazer's  markfmen — thefc  with  Mac- 
hoy's  provincials   formed  the  eicort.     The  workmen  had  only 

commenced 
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commenced  the  repair  of  the  firft  bridge,  when  they  were  aban- 
doned by  their  provincial  guard,  who  ran  away  and  left  them  to 
fhift  for  themfclves,  upon  a  flight  attack  of  an  inconfiderable 
party  of  Americans. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  October,  gen.  Gates  called  the 
general  officers  together,  and  informed  them  of  his  having  re- 
ceived certain  intelligence,  which  might  be  depended  upon,  that  the 
main  body  of  Burgoyne's  army  was  marched  off  for  Fort  Edward 
with  what  they  could  take,  and  that  a  rear  guard  only  was  left  in  the 
camp,  who  after  a  while  were  to  pu(h  ofFas  fall  as  poffible,  leav- 
ing the  heavy  baggage  behind.  On  this  it  was  concluded  to  ad* 
vance,  and  attack  the  camp  in  half  an  hour.  The  officers  re- 
paired immediately  to  their  refpe&ive  commands.  Gen.  Nixon's, 
being  the  eldeft  brigade,  croifed  the  Saratoga  creek  firft.  Un- 
known to  the  Americans,  Burgoyne  had  a  line  formed  behind  a 
parcel  of  briffh  wood,  to  fupport  the  poft  of  artillery,  where  the 
others  meant  to  make  their  attack,  Gen.  Glover  was  upon  the 
point  of  following  Nixon.  Juft  as  he  entered  the  water,  he  faw 
a  Britifh  foldier  making  acrofs,  whom  he  called  and  examined. 
The  foldier  faid  he  had  deferted,  that  he  belonged  to  the  bullock 
guard  (the  guard  placed  over  the  cattle)  and  that  he  was  going  to 
the  Americans.  Glover  afked  him  about  Burgoyne's  army.  The 
foldier  anfwered,  it  is  encamped  the  fame  as  days  paft.  Glo- 
ver told  him — "  If  you  are  found  attempting  to  deceive  me,  you 
Jhall  be  hung  in  half  an  hour  ;  but  if  you  fpeak  nothing  but  the 
truth,  you-fhall  be  protected  and  meet  with  good  ufage."  He 
then  afked  him — "  Have  not  numbers  been  fent  off  to  Fort  Ed- 
ward ?"  The  deferter  replied — "  A  fmall  detachment  was  fent 
off  a  day  or  two  ago,  but  are  returned  on  finding  the  paffes  occu- 
pied by  the  Americans,  and  the  whole  army  is  now  in  camp," 
Glover,  though  the  junior  officer  to  Nixon,  fent  off  immediately 
to  him,  to  defift  and  recrofs  the  creek  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  dif- 
patched  his  aid-de-camp,  with  the.deferter  behind  him  on  horfe- 
back  to  Gates ;  who  having  examinecj  the  foldier,  hurried  away 
the  aid-de-camp,  the  adjutant  general  and  others,  to  countermand 
the  former  orders  and  prevent  the  attack.  General  Nixon  upon 
Glover's  meflage  retreated  ;  but  before  he  had  recrofTed,  the  fog 
cleared  off,  and  the  rear  of  his  brigade  was  galled  by  the  enemy's 
cannon,  which  killed  feveral  of  his  men.  Before  the  orders  from 
gen.  Gates  arrived,  the  Britifh  deferter's  information  was  con- 
firmed by  like  intelligence  from  a  German  deferter*  Glover's 
meflage  was  received  by  Nixon  in  the  critical  moment ;  a  quarter 
©t  an  hour  later  would  probably  have  proved  fatal  to  his  whole 

*  General  Glover's  information  given  me  atBufton,  March  18,  1785. 

brigade, 
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brigade,  and  given  a  turn  to  affairs  in  favor  of  the  royal  army. 
On  incidents  of  this  kind  may  depend  the  rife  and  fall  of  mighty 
kingdoms,  and  the  far  diffant  future  transfer  of  ^owcr,  glory  and 
riches,  of  arts  and  Sciences,  from  Europe  to  America.  Are  they 
blind  unmeaning  cafuahies  ?  Or  are  they  the  direct  orderings  of  a 
Divine  Being,  for  the  eftablifhment  of  his  own  purpofe,  by  a 
fupei  intending  Providence,  amid  the  jarring  devices  of  mor- 
tals i> 

Gates,  after  a.  viclory  acknowledged  in  general  orders  a  Pro- 
vidence, but  did  not  pre  fume  upon  it,  fo  as  to  neglettthe  dictates 
of  human  prudence.  That  he  might  fecure  all  the  advantages  of 
tiie  fuccefsful  action  on  the  7th,  he  applied  to  the  New-Hamp- 
ihire  affembly  for  more  troopvS.  The  fpeaker,  John  Langdon, 
elq;  upon  receiving  the  application,  immediately  propofed  that 
the  affembly  mould  adjourn,  and  that  as  many  of  the  members  as 
could,  fhould  fet  off  directly  as  volunteers  for  the  camp,  taking 
with  them  all  the  men  they  could  collect  ;  which  was  agreed  to, 
and  done  by  himfelf  and  others. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  above  tranfactions,  large  quantities  of 
baggage,  provifion,  boats,  &c.  were  taken  bv  both  the  conti- 
nentals and  militia.  The  latter  were  extremely  eager  after 
plunder;  and  even  robbed  the  former,  as  opportunity  offered,  of 
what  they  had  fecurcd,  and  made  fale  of  it  for  their  own  advan- 
tage. The  irregularities  in  this  bufinefs  were  fo  grofs,  that  the 
American  commander,  on  the  12th,  gave  out  in  general  orders 
— "  The  general  fees  fo  many  Scandalous  and  mean  tranfa£tions, 
committed  by  perfons  who  feck  more  after  plunder  than  the  ho- 
nor of  doing  their  duty  in  a  becoming  and  foldier-like  manner, 
that  he  is  obliged  to  declare  his  unalterable  resolution,  to  have 
the  fir  ft  perfon  who  fhall  hereafter  be  detected  pillaging  the  bag- 
gage and  ftores  taken  from  the  enemy,  tried  and  pumlhed  with 
the  utmoit  feverity  of  the  military  law.  Officers,  who  know 
their  duty,  and  have  virtue  to  pracfife  it,  will  not  be  feeking 
plunder,  when  they  ought  to  be  doing  their  belt  fervice  in  the 
field  :  it  is  only  the  worthlefs  and  the  pilfering  that  are  fo  truly 
infamous.  For  the  future,  all  plunder  taken  from  the  enemv  is 
to  be  delivered  to  lieut.  col.  Hav,  deputy  qua)  tcr  mailer  general 
who  is  to  give  a  receipt  for  the  fame,  and  after  three  days  public 
notice  in  general  orders,  it  Shall  be  fold  by  auction  in  the  moft 
central  place  in  the  rear  of  the  army;  and  the  money  for  which 
the  plunder  is  fold,  fhall  be  properly  and  fairly  divided,  to  fuch 
penons  as,  in  the  impartial  judgment  of  the  general,  have  a  right 
to  receive  a  fhare  :  when  there  is  a  fum  fufficient  to  divide  among 
the  non-commiffioned  officers  and  fbldiers  of  the  whole  army, 
they  n;av  be  affured  of  fuch  having  their  juit  quota." 

It 
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It  is  believed,  that  gen.  Burgoyne,  when  upon  the  point  of 
retreating*  faid  to  major  Skeen  to  this  purport — u  You  have 
been  the  occafion  of  getting  me  into  this  difficulty,  now  advife 
me  how  to  get  out  of  it," — referring  to  the  advice  the  major  gave 
in  relation  to  the  Bennington  expedition :  and  that  the  major 
anfwered — "  fcatter  your  baggage,  ftores  and  every  thing  clfe 
that  can  be  fpared,  at  proper  diltances :  and  the  militia  will  be  fo 
engaged  in  collefting  and  fecuring  the  fame,  that  the  troops  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  getting  clear  off."  The  major  certainly 
knew  the  caft  of  the  militia;  and  if  military  honor  and  other 
circumftances,  had  admitted  of  trying  the  propofed  expedient,  it 
might  have  fucceeded  ;  for  though  general  Gates  had  the  conti- 
nentals under  good  discipline,  it  would  have  been  next  to  im- 
pofhble  for  him  to  have  prevented  the  militia's  being  taken  in  by 
the  hopes  of  immediate  gain. 

Burgoyne  was  at  length  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  conform- 
ing in  a  degree  to  the  expedient.  The  only  meafure  that  ap- 
peared pra£ticable  for  the  efcape  of  the  army,  though  difficult 
and  dangerous,  was  by  a  night  march  to  gain  Fort  Edward,  the 
troops  carrying  their  provisions  on  their  backs.  The  impoffibi- 
lity  of  conveying,  in  their  prefent  fituation,  the  artillery  and 
carriages,  was  too  evident  to  admit  of  a  queftion.  It  was  pro- 
pofed to  force  the  fords  at  or  near  the  fort.  But  all  hope  of  ef- 
fecting this  manoeuvre  foon  failed.  The  Americans  who  had 
been  ordered  there,  were  too  ftrongly  ported.  Befide,  they 
made  a  difcovery,  which  they  greatly  improved.  Below  the 
fort,  clofe  in  with  the   river,  they   found  the   appearance  of  a 

grave,  with  an  infcription  on  a  board Here  lies  the  body  of 

lieutenant .     They  were  at  a  lofs  what  it  mould  mean. — 

On  fearching,  they  difcovered  three  boats,  inflead  of  a  body. — 
Thefe  the  enemy  had  concealed,  Having  none  of  their  own, 
they  by  the  help  of  them  fent  fcouting  parties  acrofs  the  river, 
which  by  falling  into  a  track  a  mile  and  a  half  beyond,  difcou- 
raged  the  enemy's  parties  from  attempting  an  efcape  that  way — 
A  continental  captain,  on  furlough  for  his  health,  being  at  hand 
and  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  woods,  collected  a  number 
of  men  together,  and  went  off  fix  miles  further,  where  he  fell 
in  with  another  track,  juft  in  time  to  prevent  a  large  corps  of 
Canadians  and  others,  getting  off  by  the  fame.  Perceiving 
them  as  they  advanced,  he  concealed  his  men  till  they  were  near 
enough,  and  then  gave  them  a  volley,  attended  with  yells, 
fhouts,  and  other  founds,  which  put  them  into  fuch  confufion, 
that  they  fled  back  to  Burgoyne's  camp,  with  the  report  that  the 
woods  are  filled  with  thousands  of  Americans.  The  certain 
intelligence   that  was  received,    the  flying  reports  that  were 

fpread, 
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fpread,  and  the  various  circumftances  that  exifled,  rendered 
the  flaie  and  fituation  of  the  royal  army  deplorably  calamitous. 
They  had  been  obliged  for  fome  days  to  lie  continually  upon 
their  arms. 

On  the  13th,  gen.  Burgoyne  finding  that  the  troops  had  only 
three  days  provifion  in  ftore,  on  fliort  allowance,  and  no  appa- 
rent means  of  retreat  remaining,  called  into  council  all  the  gene- 
rals, field  officers,  and  captains  commanding  corps.  There  was 
nof^k  fpot  of  ground  in  the  whole  camp  for  holding  the  council 
of  war,  but  what  was  expofed  to  cannon  or  rifle  (hot.  White 
the  council  was  deliberating,  an  eighteen  pound  ball  croffed  the 
table.  By  the  unanimous  advice  and  concurrence  of  the  coun- 
cil, the  general  was  induced  to  open  a  treaty  with  gen.  Gates. — 
The  firft  propofals  of  the  Utter  were  rejected,  and  the  fixth  arti- 
cle with  difdain,  wherein  it  was  required,  that  the  Britifh  army 
mould  lay  down  their  arms  in  the  intrenchments,  Burgoyne's 
counter-propofals  were  unanimoufly  approved  ;  and  being  fent 
to  Gates  were  agreed  to,  on  the  15th,  without  any  material  al- 
teration. The  propofals  not  being  figned  by  either  party,  and 
captain  Campbell  returning  in  the  night  of  the  16th  to  Burgoyne, 
with  the  news  of  the  reduction  of  Fort  Montgomery  and  other 
intelligence,  the  general  fubmitted  it  to  con fi deration,  whether 
it  was  confident  with  public  faith,  and,  if  fo,  expedient  to  fuf- 
pend  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  and  trull  to  events.  The  opi- 
nion of  different  officers  was  afked  in  regard  to  the  condition  of 
their  refpeftive  corps,  and  what  might  be  expefted  from  them 
feverally  in  defperate  cafes.  Some  entertained  doubts  of  part 
of  the  troops,  if  the  negociation  ceafed  ;  and  others  of  a  greater 
part  for  want  of  bodily  ftrength,  if  defperate  enterprifes  were  to 
be  afterward  undertaken.  The  majority  of  the  council  deter- 
mined, that  the  public  faith  \n2ls  konajide  plighted  *.  Burgoyne, 
from  the  intelligence  brought  in  the  night  by  Campbell,  enter- 
tanied  a  flight  hope  of  remote  relief,  and  accordingly  gave  his 
voice  againlt  the  majority  ;  but  the  majority  having  determined 
differently,  the  concurrence  for  figning  the  treaty  was  unani- 
mous +.  Gates,  jealous  left  the  figning  would  be  unnecelTai  ily 
delayed,  and  fearful  of  the  confequences  which  might  follow, 
fhouldgen.  Vaughan  with  his  troops  come  up  in  time  to  Bur- 
goyne's afliftance,  determined  upon  bringing  the  matter  to  an 
immediate  iffue.  On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  he  got  everv 
thing  in  readinefs  for  attacking  the  royal.army.  This  done,  lie 
took  out  his  watch,  the  time  agreed  upon  for  figning  being 
come  ;  fent  col.  Greaton  on  horfeback  to   Burgoyne  with  a 

*  Earl  of  Balcarras  in  the  boufe  of  commons,  f  Idem. 

mefiage, 
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melTage,  requiring  the  general  to  ftgn  ;  and  allowed  him  no 
more  than  ten  minutes  to  go  and  return.  He  was  back  in  time. 
The  treaty  was  figned  ;  all  hoftile  appearances  ceafed  ;  and  the 
Americans  marched  into  their  lines,  to  the  tune  of  Yankee 
Doodle.  „They  were  kept  there  until  the  royal  army  had  march- 
ed out  of  their  lines,  and  depofited  their  arms  at  the  place  ap- 
pointed by  the  treaty. 

The  delicacy  with  which  this  bufinefs  was  conduced,  reflefts 
the  higheft  honor  upon  the  American  general.  It  intimated,  that 
he  was  fenfible  of  the  mortification  attending  a  reverfe  of  for- 
tune ;  and  that  he  was  unwilling  to  aggravate  the  painful  feelings 
of  the  royal  troops,  by  admitting  the  American  foldiery  to  be 
eye-witnelfes  to  the  degrading  fpettacle  of  piling  their  arms.  His 
humanity  and  politenefs  are  the  more  praife -worthy,  as  fome 
late,  as  well  as  former  circumftances,  had  highly  enraged  the 
militia.  The  extraordinary  and  fevere  meafures  purfued  upon 
the  North-river  by  the  Britifh,  and  to  be  related  below,  might 
alfo  have  afforded  too  much  colour  for  a  different  mode  of 
conduft. 

When  the  arms  were  depofited  agreeable  to  treaty,  the  royal 
troops  were  ferved  with  bread  by  the  Americans,  as  they  had 
neither  any  left  nor  flour  to  make  it.  They  had  only  one  day's 
fait  meat  remaining. 

The  treaty  is  (tiled — A  convention  betzueen  lieutenant  general 

Burgoyne  and  major  general  Gates.     The  articles  follow  : . 

1.  The  troops  under  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne,  to  march  out  of  their 
camp  with  the  honors  of  war,  and  the  artillery  of  the  intrench- 
ments  to  the  verge  of  the  river  where  the  old  fort  flood,  where 
the  arms  and  artillery  are  to  be  left. — The  arms  to  be  piled  by 
word  of  command  from  their  own  officers  : — 2.  A  free  paffage 
to  be  granted  to  the  army  under  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne  to  Great- 
Britain,  upon  condition  of  not  ferving  again  in  Nor^h- America 
during  the  prefent  contefl  ;  and  the  port  of  Bofton  to  be  align- 
ed for  the  entry  of  tranfports,  to  receive  the  troops,  whenever 
gen.  Howe  fhall  fo  order : — 3.  Should  any  cartel  take  place,  by 
which  the  army  under  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne,  or  any  part  of  11, 
may  be  exchanged,  the  foregoing  article  to  be  void,  as  far  as 
fuch  exchange  fhall  be  made  : — 4.  The  army  under  lieut.  gen. 
Burgoyne  is  to  march  to  MalTachufetts-Bay,  by  the  eafieft,  and 
molt  expeditious  and  convenient  route  ;  and  to  be  quartered  in, 
near,  or  as  convenient  as  poffible  to  Bofton,  that  the  march  of 
the  troops  may  not  be  delayed  when  tranfports  arrive  to  receive 
them  : — 5.  The  troops  to  be  fupplied  on  the  march,  and  during 
their  being  in  quarters,  with  provifions,  by  major  general  Gates's 
©refers,  at  the  farce  rate  of  rations  as  the  troops  of  his  own  army; 

and, 


t>So         The    HISTORY    of  the        [J.  D.  i777. 

and,  if  poffible,  the  officers  horfes  and  cattle  are  to  be  fupplied 
with  forage  at  the  ufual  rates  : — 6.  All  oificers  to  retain  their 
carriages,  bat-horfes  and  other  cattle,  and  no  baggage  to  be  mo- 
lefled  or  fearched  ;  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyue  giving  his  honor,  that 
there  are  no  public  (lores  contained  therein.  Major  gen.  Gates 
will  of  courfe  take  the  neceffary  meafures  for  the  due  perform- 
ance of  this  article  :  fhould  any  carriages  be  wanted  .during  the 
march,  for  the  tranfportation  of  officers  baggage,  they  are,  if 
poffible,  to  be  fupplied  by  the  country  at  the  ufual  rates : — 7. 
Upon  the  march,  and  during  the  time  the  army  fhall  remain  in 
quarters,  in  the  MafTachufetts-Bay,  the  officers  are  not,  as  far 
as  circumftances  will  admit,  to  be  feparated  from  their  men. — 
The  officers  are  to  be  quartered  according  to  their  rank;  and 
are  not  to  be  hindered  from  affembling  their  men  for  roll-call- 
ings, and  other  neceffary  purpofes  of  regularity  : — 8.  All  corps 
whatever  of  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne's  army,  whether  compofed  of 
failors,  batteau-men,  artificers,  drivers,  independent  companies, 
and  followers  of  the  army,  of  whatever  country,  fhall  be  inclu- 
ded in  the  fullefl  fenfe  and  utmofl  extent  of  the  above  articles, 
and  comprehended  in  every  refpeft  as  Britifh  fubje&s  : — 9.  All 
Canadians,  and  perfons  belonging  to  the  Canadian  eflabhfhment, 
confilring  of  failors,  batteau-men,  artificers,  drivers,  indepen- 
dent companies,  and  many  other  followers  of  the  army,  who 
come  under  no  particular  defcription  are  to  be  permitted  to  re- 
turn there  :  they  are  to  be  conducted  immediately,  by  the  fhort- 
efl  route  to  the  firfl  Britifh  poft  on  Lake  George,  are  to  be  fup- 
plied with  provifions  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  other  troops,  and 
to  be  bound  by  the  fame  condition  of  not  ferving  during  the  pre- 
fent  contefl  in  North-America  : — 10.  PafTportsto  be  immediately 
granted  for  three  officers,  not  exceeding  the  rank  of  captains, 
who  fhall  be  appointed  by  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne,  to  carry  dif- 
patches  to  Sir  Win.  Howe,  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  and  to  Great- 
Britain  by  the  way  of  New-York  ;  and  major  general  Gates  en- 
gages the  public  faith,  that  thefe  difpatches  fhall  not  be  opened. 
Thefe  officers  are  to  fct  out  immediately  after  receiving  their 
difpatches,  and  are  to  travel  by  the  fhorteft  route,  and  in  the 
moil  expeditious  manner  : — 11.  During  the  flay  of  the  troops 
in  the  Maffachufetts-Bay,  the  officers  are  to  be  admitted  on  pa- 
role, and  are  to  be  permitted  to  wear  their  fide  .  arms  : — 12. 
Should  the  army  under  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne,  find  it  neceffary  to 
fend  for  their  cloathing  and  other  baggage  from  Canada,  thev  are 
to  be  permitted  to  do  it  in  the  mofl  convenient  manner,  ana  ne- 
ceffary paffports  to  be  granted  for  that  purpole  : — 13.  Thefe 
articles  are  *to  be  mutually  figncd  and  exchanged  to-morrow 
morning  at  nine  o'clock  ;  and  the  troops  under  lieut.  gen.  Bur- 
goyne, 
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goyne,  are  to  march  out  of  their  intrenchments  at  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon.     Camp  at  Saratoga,  Oclober  16,   1777. 

Hoifft.Tio  Gates,  Major  General. 

To  prevent  any  doubts  that  might  arife  from  lieut.  gen.  Bur- 
goyne's  name  not  being  mentioned  in  the  above  treaty,  major 
gen.  Gates  hereby  declares,  that  he  is  underftood  to  be  compre- 
hended in  it,  as  fully  as  jf  his  name  had  been  fpecifically  men- 
tioned. 

Horatio  Gates. 

Such  was  the  impatience  of  fome  of  the  militia  to  return  home 
before  the  royal  army  had  been  brought  to  furrender,  and  fo  lit- 
tle their  concern  to  be  fpeclators  of  the  event,  that  orte  of  the 
Northampton  regiments  went  off  the  day  before  the  flag  came 
out  from  Burgoyne.  Another  regiment  took  itfelf  away  while 
the  treaty  was  in  agitation.  But  the  fate  of  the  army  will  con- 
firm the  truth  of  what  its  commander  wrote  to  lord  George  Ger- 
main,  Augufl  the  20th,  the  great  bulk  of  the  country  is  un- 
doubtedly with  the  congrefs  in  principle  and  zeal."  When  af- 
ter the  convention  the  officers  went  into  the  American  camp, 
they  were  furprifed  ;  and  fome  of  them  faid,  that  of  all  the 
camps  they  had  ever  feen  in  Germany  or  elfewhere,  thev  never 
faw  any  better  difpofed  and  fecured. 

The  return  figned  by  gen.  Burgoyne,  of  the  foreigners  at  the 
time  of  the  convention,  amounted  to  2412.  The  Britifh  con- 
filled,  according  to  him,  of  10  officers  prefent — 145  commif- 
fioned — the  ftaff  26 — fergeants  and  drummers  297 — rank  and 
file  2901 — in  all  3379  :  this  added  to  the  Germans,  makes  ,5791. 
The  American  account,  to  fliow  what  was  the  fum  total-  of  the 
royal  army  acting  in  the  northern  department  againft  the  country, 
goes  on  to  reckon,  the  fick  taken  928 — the  wounded  528 — pri- 
foners  of  war  before  the  convention  400 — deferters  300 — Jolt  at 
Bennington  1220 — killed  between  the  17th  of  September  to  the 
18th  of  October  600 — taken  at  Tycondcroga  413 — killed  in  gen. 
Herkimer's  battle  about  300 — making  in  all  4689.  Accordfhg 
to  this  way  of  reckoning,  the  royal  force  was  10480.  It  was 
probably  full  10000  ftrong,  including  Canadians  and  provincials, 
and  exclufive  of  Indians,  drivers,  futtlers,  &c.  Among  the  pri- 
foners  taken  were  fix  members  of  parliament. 

The  train  of  brafs  artillery  was  a  fine  acquifition  ;  it  conn  fled 
of  2  twenty-four  pounders — 4  twelves — 20  fixes — 6  threes — 2 
eight  inch  howitzers — ,5  five  and  a  half  royal  ditto — and  three 
five  and  a  half  inch  royal  mortars — in  all,  42  pieces  of  ordnance. 
There  were  alfo  4647  mufkets— 6oco  dozen  of  cartridges,  befide 
fhot,  carcases,  cafes,  fhells,  &x. 

Vol.  II.  X  n  Burgoyne 
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Burgoyne  was  defirous  of  a  general  return  of  the  army  com- 
manded by  Gates  at  the  time  of  the^convention.  The  latter  un- 
derftood  him,  and  was  careful  not  to  lelfen  the  return  by  fup- 
prefiing  a  fingle  man.  The  continentals,  all  ranks  included, 
were  0093  ;  the  militia  4129,  in  all,  13222  ;  but  of  the  former, 
the  fick  and  on  furlough  were  2103  ;  and  of  the  latter,  562.  The 
number  of  the  militia  was  continually  varying  ;  and  many  of 
them  were  at  a  considerable  diftance  from  the  camp. 

We  now  enter  upon  the  relation  of  the  meafures  purfued  by 
the  Britilh  below  Albany.  You  have  been  told  what  were  the 
fentiments  of  gen.  Putnam,  on  the  9th,  as  to  their  failing  up  to 
within  fixteen  miles  of  the  American  camp,  before  removed 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Stillwater.  Sir  H.  Clinton,  how- 
ever, inftead  of  puffiing  up  the  river,  intrufled  the  bufmefs  to 
Sir  James  Wallace  and  gen.  Vaughan.  The  latter  had  under 
him  3600  men.  Sir  James  commanded  a  flying  fquadron  of 
light  frigates,  acccompanied  with  the  neceffary  appendage  of 
barges,  batteaus,  and  boats,  for  landing  the  troops,  and  all  other 
movements.  By  the  13th  they  reached  Kingfton  alias  yEfopus, 
a  fine  village,  as  you  would  call  it  ;  but  on  this  fide  the  Atlantic, 
a  good  town.  Upon  Vaughan's  landing  the  troops,  the  Ameri- 
cans, being  too  v.eak  to  make  refiftance,  abandoned  their  bat- 
tery of  *three  guns,  after  fpiking  them.  Thev  left  the  town  im- 
mediately for  their  own  fafety,  without  firing  from  the  houfes 
upon  the  Britifli.  Vaughan,  however,  was  told  that  Burgoyne 
had  actually  furrendered  *;  and  the  town  was  doomed  to  the 
flames.  The  whole  was  reduced  to  afhes,  and  not  a  houfe  left 
flanding.  The  American  governor  Clinton  was  a  tame  fpecla- 
tor  of  the  barbarity,  but  only  for  want  of  a  fufficient  force  to 
attack  the  enemy.  This  feemingly  revengeful  devaltation  was 
productive  of  a  pathetic  but  fevere  letter  from  gen.  Gates  (then 
in  the  height  of  victory)  to  gen.  Vaughan.  The  latter  with  a 
flood  tide  might  have  reached  Albany  in  four  hours  :  there  was 
no  force  to  have  hindered  him.  When  he  burnt  Livingfton's 
upper  mills,  had  he  proceeded  to  Albany  and  burnt  the  Ameri- 
can ffores,  Gates,  as  he  himfelf  has  declared,  muft  have  retreat- 
ed into  Mew  -England.  The  royalifts  may  juftly  remark  upon  the 
occaCon — "  Why  a  delay  was  made  of  feveri  days  after  Clinton 
.-had  taken  the  forts  we  are  ignorant  of.  The  highland  forts 
were  taken  the  6th  of  October  ;  v£fopus  was  burnt  the  13th  ; 
Burgoyne 's  convention  was  figned  the  17th.  There  was  no  force 

c  Mr,  Jan»es  Beekman,  rn  eminent  mercchant  belonging  to  New- 
Ycfkj  a  d  who  quitted  j9L1omis  whejp  Vahghan  approached  it,  informed 
me  or"the:e  particulars,  S"pt.  ?9,  i;9z>  3V  bis  hcy:e  in  Morris  county, 
J«tSW*Jej  fey. 

to 
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to  oppofe  even  open  boats  on  the  river  ;  why  then  did  not  the 
boats  proceed  immediately  to  Albany  ?  Had  Clinton  gone    for- 
ward, Burgoyne's  army  had  been  faved.    Putnam  could  not  have 
crofled  to  Albany.     The  army  amufed  themfelves  with  burning 
•/fcfopus,  and  the  houfes  of  individuals   on   the  river's  bank  *." 
While  the  Britifh  were  manceuvering  in  and  about   the   North- 
river,  doing  mifchief  to  individuals,  without  ferving  their  own 
caufe  in  the  leaft,  gen.  Gates  had  exprefs  upon  exprefs,  urging 
him  to  fend  down  troops  to  oppofe  the  enemy.     On  the    14th 
he  wrote  to  governor  Clinton,  "  I  have  ordered  the  command- 
ing officer  at  Fort  Schuyler  to  fend  Van   Schaack's   regiment 
without  delay  to  Albany — defired  brigadier  general  Ganfevoort 
to  repair  to  that  city,  and  take  the  command  of  all  the  troops 
that  may  afTemble  there — and  have  fent  down  the  two  ./Efopus 
regiments,  the  Tryon  county  militia,  and  mod  of  the  militia  of 
Albanv  county."     But  he  would  not  .weaken   his  hold  of  Bur* 
goyne  by  any  detachment  of  continentals  from  his  own  armv,  or 
of  New-England  militia.    The  New- York  ftate  militia,  that  re- 
paired to  the  governor  to   affift  the  inhabitants,  did  as  much 
mifchief  as  the  enemy,  the  burning  of  houfes  and  other  buildings 
excepted.     It  is  too  much  the  cafe  of  all  militia,  that  when  they 
march  to  the  afliftance  of  their  countrymen  againft  a  common 
enemy,  they  do  the  former  a  great  deal  of  damage.  The  laxnefs 
of  their  difcipline,  and  their  unreafonable  claims  of  indulgences 
from  thofe  whom  they  are  to  proteft,  make  them  expenfive 
and  difagreeable  guefls. 

When  the  convention  troops  began  their  march  to  Boflon, 
the  Americans  lined  the  road  and  hill  on  each  fide.  They  ex- 
pected to  have  met  with  many  infults  while  paffing  through  the 
centre  of  them,  fuppofed  to  be  between  11  and  12  thoufand ; 
but  to  their  great  furprife,  not  even  the  leaft  geiture  was  made 
ufe  of  by  way  of  infult,  When  they  had  marched  on,  Gates 
puihed  the  army  forward,  with  the  utmoft  expedition,  to  Hop 
the  cruel  career  of  the  Britifh  up  the  North-river.  Upon  the 
approach  of  the  Americans,  Vaughan  and  Wallace  retired  to 
New- York. 

It  will  be  fome  days,  before  the  vefTel  for  France,  with  the 
news  of  Burgoyne's  fate,  can  fail  ;  which  admits  of  my  adding 
to  the  prefent  letter,  deftined  to  go  by  that  conveyance,  lome 
other  matters  proper  for  infertion. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Duche,  formerly  the  chaplain  of  congrefs, 
made  an  attempt,  by  writing,  on  the  patriotifm  of  gen.  Wafhing- 
ton  ;  nothing  more  need  be  faid  of  the  tranfaclion,  than  what  the 

general  has  done,  in  a  letter  of  October  the  16th, "  To  Mr. 

JPuche's  ridiculous  illiberal  performance  I  made  a  very  fhort  re- 

P]>'» 
*  See  the  Loyalifts  Letters, 
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ply  by  defiring  the  bearer,  Mrs.  Fergufon  of  Graham-park,  if 
fhe  mould  hereafter,  by  any  accident,  meet  with  Mr.  Duche,  to 
tell  him,  I  mould  have  returned  it  unopened,  it  I  had  had  any 
idea  of  the  contents." 

Some  perfons  in  congrefs  have  been  and  are  manoeuvring  to 
get  gen.  Conway  promoted,  which  occafioned  the  commander 
in  chief's  writing  the  next  day  to  a  confidential  friend — "  I  afk 
why  the  youngeft  brigadier  in  the  fervice  (for  I  believe  Conway 
is  fo)  mould  be  put  over  the  heads  of  the  eldeft  ?  I  am  affured 
they  will  not  ferve  under  him,  I  have  been  a  flave  to  the  fervice : 
I  have  undergone  more  than  molt  men  are  aware  of,  to  harmo- 
nize fo  many  difcordant  parts ;  but  it  will  be  impofhble  for  me 
to  be  of  any  further  fervice,  if  fuch  infuperable  difficulties  are 
thrown  in  my  way." 

Before  the  lafl  year's  MafTachufetts  general  court  expired, 
they  paffed  an  aft  to  fupport  and  enforce  the  regulating  act, 
made  in  January,  under  the  title  of  an  aft  to  prevent  monopoly 
and  oppreflion.  By  this  new  aft,  committees  were  veiled  with 
mo  ft  extraordinary  powers,  "  which,"  as  the  a6l  fays,  can  only 
be  juftified  in  cafes  wherein  the  very  exiflence  of  the  community 
is  depending."  The  vanity  and  folly  however  of  regulating  afts 
has  been  fo  feen  and  felt,  that  they  have  been  repealed  by  the 
new  general  court,  within  thefe  five  days. 

Bofton  and  Marblehead  have  been  under  great  difficulties  for 
want  of  flour  and  Indian  corn  ;  and  muft.  have  fullered  much  had 
it  not.  been  for  the  ftate  importations.  On  the  15th  of  Auguft 
there  was  not  flour  in  the  capital  fufficient  for  the  inhabitants 
longer  than  the  next  day,  except  what  belonged  to  the  ftate. 
The  fea-ports  and  neighbouring  towns  of  this  ftate  have  been  ufed 
to  receive  their  fupplies  of  flour  moftly  by  water,  and  from  the 
places  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Britifh  ;  they  are  therefore  li- 
able to  bediftrefled  by  the  operations  of  the  war,  though  happily 
exempted  from  being  the  feat  of  it,  fince  the  evacuation  of 
Bofton. 

A  fecret  expedition  has  been  carrying  on  againft  Newport, 
without  gen.  Wafhington's  having  ever  been  confulted  upon  it, 
or  knowing  from  whence  or  whom  it  originated.  Gen.  Spen- 
cer was  ftationed  at  Providence,  and  of  courfe  condufted  it. — 
The  ftates  of  Rhode-Ifland,  Connecticut  and  MafTachufetts  fur- 
nifhed  almoft  the  whole  of  the  troops.  The  militia  who  were 
called  out  upon  the  occafion,  readily  engaged  in  the  fervice,  for 
thev  were  filled  with  the  expectations  of  fuccefs,  and  the  hopes 
of  plunder.  Every  thing  went  on  well  for  fome  time,  without 
the  Britilh  troops  knowing  that  preparations  were  making  for 
patting  over  to   Rhode-liland,  and  attacking  them,     At  length 

a  half- 
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a  half-witted  fellow,  without  feeing  confequences,  of  his  own 
head  carried  over  in  his  boat  to  the  ifland,  a  Jew,  whom  he 
landed,  and  who  was  to  go  to  Newpert,  and  the  neighbourhood, 
and  procure  all  the  intelligence  he  could,  and  then  to  return 
with  his  information  to  gen.  Spencer.  The  Jew  went  to  the 
enemy  and  acquainted  them  with  the  expedition  that  was  going 
forward.  Upon  this  the  Britifh  immediately  took  proper  mea* 
fures  for  their  fccurity.  Gen.  Spencer  however,  perfected  his 
preparations.  The  time  and  manner  for  carrying  the  militia 
over  was  fettled.  Brigadier  Palmer,  who  headed  thofe  from  the 
Maffachufetts,  had  his  orders  given  him;  but  inftead  of  execu- 
ting them  with  life  and  fpirit,  he  neglefted  and  difobeyed  them. 
His  conduct  occafioned  a  failure  of  the  expedition.  Spencer's 
courage  would  have  led  him  to  have  attempted  carrying  the 
ifland,  after  this  difappointment,  and  with  a  fmaller  body  of 
troops  than  were  originally  to  have  been  employed ;  but  others 
would  not  confent  to  it.  The  employing  of  the  Connecticut 
militia  in  this  fervice,  contributed  greatly  to,  if  not  wholly 
caufed  that  weaknefs  in  the  American  force  ftationed  on  the 
North-River,  which  occafioned  the  lofs  of  the  forts  Montgome- 
ry  and  Clinton. 

A  long  letter  for  doftor  Fothergill  goes  by  the  prefent  oppor- 
tunity. The  writer  mentions  that  the  Americans  are  deter- 
mined not  to  part  with  their  independence,  and  propofes  that 
there  fhould  be  an  immediate  acknowledgment  of  it,  on  the  part 
of  Great-Britain,  and  an  entering  upon  a  commercial  alliance 
with  the  United  States,  before  any  foreign  power  interferes. — 
Numbers  have  been  for  fome  time  diffatisfied  with  the  French, 
becaufe  of  their  not  affording  more  fpeedy,  open,  and  impor- 
tant affiftance.  They  flatter  themfelves  that  the  capture  of  Bur- 
goyne's  army  will  produce  a  change  in  the  politics  of  France. — 
An  adoption  of  the  above  propofal  will  be  the  beff  expedient 
for  over-reaching  her  in  any  defign  of  injuring  our  native 
country. 
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LETTER       IX. 

Roxbury,  January  29,   1778. 
My  dear  Sir, 

THE  military  operations  in  Pennfylvania,  are  to  be  the  fub- 
jects  of  our  immediate  attention.  About  a  fortnight  af- 
ter the  German-town  bade  on  the  19th  of  October  the  royal 
army  under  the  command  of  Sir  William  Howe  removed  to 
Philadelphia. 

Meafures  being  concerted  between  the  general  and  admiral  for 
clearing  the  Delaware  of  its  obftruftions,  the  former  ordered 
batteries  to  be  erecled  on  the  weftern  or  Pennfylvania  fhore,  to 
affift  in  diflodging  the  Americans  from  Mud-ifland.  He  al fo 
detached  a  ftrong  body  of  Heffians  acrofs  the  river,  who  were 
to  march  down  and  reduce  the  fort  at  Red-bank,  while  the  fhips 

and  batteries  on  the  other   fide  were  to  attack  Mud-ifland. 

Count  Donop  commanded  the  detachment,  confiding  of  three 
battalions  of  grenadiers  and  the  regiment  of  Mirback,  befide 
light  infantry  and  chaffeurs.  The  Americans  were  about  four 
hundred  under  col.  Chriftopher  Greene  of  Rhode-Ifland.  [Oct. 
22.]  When  near  enough,  the  count  fent  a  flag  and  demanded 
a  furrender  of  the  fort  in  the  moft  peremptory  terms.  The  co- 
lonel concealed  the  greateft  part  of  his  men,  fo  that  the  officer 
with  the  flag  thought  the  garrifon  very  fmall.  Greene  anfwered 
■ — "  I  fhall  defend  the  fort  to  the  laft  extremity."  Donop  attack- 
ed the  intrenchments,  after  a  fharp  aftion  carried  an  extenfive 
outwork,  not  half  completed;  but  in  the  body  of  the  redoubt, 
which  afforded  a  better  covering,  the  defence  was  equally  vigor- 
ous and  far  more  fuccefsful.  Here  indeed  fche  Americans  meant 
,  to  rifk  the  fate  of  the  fort,  as  they  would  have  the  greateft  advan- 
tage of  the  affailants.  The  Count  was  mortally  wounded  and 
taken  prifoner.  Several  of  his  beft  officers  were  killed  or  difa- 
bled ;  and  the  Heffians,  after  a  dcfperate  engagement,  were  re- 
pulfed.  The  fecond  in  command  being  alfo  dangeroufly  wound- 
ed, the  detachment  was  brought  off  by  lieut.  col.  Linfing.  It 
fuffered  not  only  in  the  affault  but  in  the  approach  to  and  retreat 
from  the  fort,  by  the  fire  of  the  American  gallies  and  floating 
batteries.  The  whole  lofs  was  probably  not  lefs  than  4  or  500 
men.  Congrefs  have  fince  refolved  to  prefent  col.  Greene  with 
an  elegant  fword.  The  men  of  war  and  frigates  deftined  for  the 
attack  of  Mud-ifland  alias,  Fort-Mifflin,  were  equally  unfortu- 
nate. 
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nate.  The  mips  could  not  bring  their  fire  to  bear  with  any  great 
effecl:  upon,  the  works.  The  extraordinary  defences  with  which 
the  free  courfe  of  the  river  had  been  intercepted,  had  affe£ted 
its  bed,  and  altered  its  known  and  natural  channel.  By  this 
mean  the  Augufta  man  of  war  and  Merlin  (loop  were  grounded 
fo  faft,  that  there  was  no  poffibility  of  getting  them  off.  The 
Augufta  while  engaged  took  fire,  and  the  Merlin  was  hastily 
evacuated.  The  greater  part  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Au- 
gufta were  faved ;  but  the  fecond  lieutenant,  chaplain,  gunner, 
and  no  inconfiderable  number  of  the  common  men  perilhed. — ■ 
Notwithstanding  this  ill  fuccefs,  the  Britifh   commanders  profe- 

cuted  with  vigor  the  bufinefs  of  opening  the   navigation. 

Nor  were  the  Americans  idle ;  for  they  left  nothing  undone  to 
itrengthen  their  defences. 

[Oct.  29.]  General  Washington  gave  the  following  ftate  of 
his  army, — "  Our  whole  force  by  the  laft  returns  is  8313  con- 
tinental troops;  and  2717  militia,  rank  and  file,  fit  for  duty:  befide 
the  garrifon  of  Mud-Illand  amounting  to  300  continentals,  of 
Red-bank  350,  and  a  detachment  of  militia  (on  the  26th  to  re- 
inforce it)  300;  and  the  troops  on  the  other  fide  of  Schuylkill 
^00,  making  together  1450."  Thus  it  appears,  that  his  whole 
strength  was  12480  men.  Sir  W.  Howe's  probably  amounted  to 
more  than  10000  rank  and  file  prefent,fit  for  duty.  It  had  receiv- 
ed no  increafe  worth  mentioning  from  among  the  inhabitants  of 
Pennfylvania  or  the  neighbouring  ftates,  though  large  promifes 
had  been  made  (by  fome  fanguine  gentlemen  who  had  joined 
him)  that  thoufands  of  loyal  fubjects  would  repair  to  the  royal 
standard  as  foon  as  it  mould  make  its  appearance  in  Pennfylva- 
nia. The  American  commander  in  chief  certainly  fuppofed 
that  general  Howe's  force  exceeded  his  own  in  number,  for,  on 
the  13th  of  November,  he  wrote, — "  1  he  army  which  I  have 
under  my  immediate  command  has  not,  at  any  one  time  fince 
gen.  Howe's  landing  at  the  head  of  Elk,  been  equal  in  point  of 
numbers  to  his.  In  afcertaining  this,  I  do  not  confine  myfelf  to 
continental  troops  but  comprehend  militia.  I  was  left  to  fight  two 
battles,  in  order  if  poffible  to  fave  Philadelphia,  with  lefs  num- 
bers than  compofed  the  army  of  my  antagonist,  whilft  the  world 
has  given  us  at  least  double.  This  though  mortifying  in  fome 
points  of  view  I  have  been  obliged  to  encourage;  becaule  next  to 
being  strong  it  isbeft  to  be  thought  fo  by  the  enemy,  and  to  this 
caufe  principally,  I  think  is  to  be  attributed  the  flow  movements  of 
Howe."  The  cafe  was  different  in  the  northern  department. — 
Therethe  ftates  of  New-York  and  New-England  refolvingtocrufh 
Burgoync,  continued  pouring  in  their  troops  till  the  furrender  of 
his  army.  Had  the  facie  fpirit  pervaded  the  people  of  Pennfylvania 
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and  the  neighbouring  ftates,  Wafhington  might,  before  the  date 
of  his  letter,  had  Howe  nearly  in  the  fame  fituation  with  Bur- 
goyne.  The  Pennfylvanja  militia  were  faid  to  be  30,000,  but 
about  3000  was  the  higheft  number  brought  into  the  field.  In 
the  estimation  of  fome  New-England  gentlemen,  "  the  peafants 
of  that  country  are  extemely  ignorant  and  brutifh.  They  are  a 
mixture  of  high  and  low  Dutch,  and  fo  exceeding  illiterate,  that 
few  of  them  can  read,  and  fcarce  any  can  write.  They  have  no 
other  ideas  of  liberty  or  flavery,  than  as  it  afFe&s  their  property  ; 
and  it  is  immaterial  to  them,  whether  Great-Britain  or  America 
prevail,  fo  that  they  may  be  exempted  from  paying  their  pro- 
portion of  the  expences  of  the  war.  Ignorance  is  the  high  road 
to  flavery. 

While  the  Britifh  were  entirely  occupied  in  pofTeffing  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  general  Wafhington  fent  off  lieut.  col.  Samuel 
Smith,  of  the  Maryland  line,  with  200  men,  who  were  to  pro- 
ceed and  poffefs  themfelves  of  Mud-ifland.  By  quick  marches 
he  arrived  with  his  party  at  the  lower  ferry,  and  with  difficulty 
threw  himfelf  into  the  fort,  which  he  found  in  a  wretched  con- 
dition, without  ammunition,  provifion  or  ftores,  garrifoned  by 
about  thirty  militia.  He  had  with  him  two  excellent  officers  of 
artillery,  to  whom  he  affigned  fifty  of  his  bell  men,  who  were 
trained  to  the  guns.  The  colonel,  with  commodore  Hazlewood 
and  captain  Robinfon,  a  brave  naval  officer,  vifited  Province- 
ifland,  principally  underwater,  the  banks  having  been  cut  by  order. 
The  colonel  pointed  out  two  dry  places,  where  the  enemy  might 
ereft  works,  the  neareft  about  4  or  500  yards  from  that  fide  of 
the  American  works  where  the  defences  were  onlv  palifades,  one 
gun  and  two  weak  block-houfes.  With  great  labour  he  under- 
took to  erecl:  a  two  gun  batter)-  without  the  fort,  fo  as  to  make  a 
crofs  fire  on  the  fpot.  He  had  not  finilhed,  before  the  enemy 
took  poffeffion  of  the  ground  he  moft  dreaded;  but  by  a  well  di- 
rected fire  from  the  block-houfe  batteries  and  gallies,  ere  they 
had  a  gun  ready,  the  Americans  wounded  the  commander,  and 
the  party  delivered  themfelves  up  prifoners.  While  thefe  were  re- 
moving, another  party  came  down  from  the  heights,  and  deceiving 
major  Ballard  with  offers  of  fubmiflion,  till  too  near  to  be  pre- 
vented, repoffeffed  themfelves  of  the  battery,  from  whence  they 
annoyed  the  garrifon  very  much.  Many  of  the  men  and  officers 
having  fickened  through  the  unhealthinefs  of  the  place,  the  co- 
lonel was  reinforced  by  the  firll  Virginia  regiment  of  about  120 
men.  The  enemy  having  got  up  part  of  the  chevaux  de  Frize, 
brought  in  their  (hipping,  and  made  an  attack  as  above  related. 
One  American  fquadron  of  four  gallics  behaved  well,  the  others 
kept  aloof,  the  commodore  being  at  the  diftance  of  more  than 

a  mileV 
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a  mile.    The  Britifh,  after  that  unfuccefsful  attack,  applied  them- 
felvesto  the  ftrengthening  of  their  batteries  on  fhore,  and  night- 
ly fent  up  their  boats  with  provifion  to  the  city,  by  the  pallage 
between  Mud  and  Province-iflands,  while  the  commodore  abfo- 
hitely  refufed  attempting  to  prevent  them,  upon  the  plea  that  a 
fingle  bomb  from  the  enemy  would  dellroy  any   of  his  gallies. 
There  came  three  or  four  days  of  uncommon  high  tides,  which 
drowned  fome  of  the  Britifh,  and  hindered  their  working  any  of 
their  guns,  except  one  howitzer.     This  opportunity  of  annoying 
them  confiderably,  was  not  duly  improved  by  the  gallies.     On 
the  decreafe  of  the  tides,  the  Briiifh  renewed  their  fire  with  dou- 
ble vigor,  and  foon  deftrcved  the  American  two  gun  battery, 
blew  up  the  north-weft  block-houfe  and  laboratory,  and  compel- 
led the  garrifon  to  feek  cover  in  the  fort.     Colonel  Smith,  after 
having  defended  it  from  the  latter  end  of  September,  till  the  1  ith 
of  Nov.  a  few  days  excepted,  was  wounded   by  a  fpent  cannon 
fhot,  and  greatly  bruifed   by   the  bricks  it  threw  on  him,  which 
occafioned  his  removal  to   the  main.     His  fatigues  and  dangers 
had  been  extreme  ;  and  he  fupported  them  with  uncommon  pa- 
tience and  fortitude.     Upon  his  removal  the  command  devolved 
on  lieut.  col.  Ruffel,  of  the  Connecticut   line,  but  he  being  ex- 
haufled  with  fatigue,  and  totally  deftitute  of  health,  requefted  to 
be  recalled.     Upon  the  12th,  the  commander  in  chief  fignified 
his  orders  to  the  commanding  general   on  the  Jerfey  fide,  who 
directed  all  the  military  operations  below  Philadelphia,  "  to  "de- 
fend Mud-ifland,  as  long  as  poffible,  without  faenficing  the  gar- 
rifon."    The  commanding  general,  for  infuperable  reafons,  could 
not  detach  an  officer  in  rotation.     Major  Thayer,  of  the  Rhode- 
Ifland  line,  prefented  himfelf  a  volunteer,  and  was  appointed. 

The  Britifh  having  every  thing  in  readinefs,  the  lfis  and  So- 
merfet  men  of  war  pafs  up  the  eaft  channel  to  attack  the  works 
on  Mud-ifland  in  front  ;  feveral  frigates  draw  up  againft  an  Ame- 
rican fort  newly  erecled  on  the  Jerfey  fide,  fituated  fo  as  to  flank 
the  men  of  war  in  their  ftation  ;  and  two  armed  veffels,  the  Vi- 
gilant, an  Eaft-Indiaman  cut  down  to  a  battery  of   20  twenty- 
four  pounders  on  one  fide,  and  a  hulk  with  3  twenty-four  poun- 
ders, fuccefsfully  make  their  way  through  a  narrow  channel  on 
the  weftern  fide,  a  matter   of  the  greateft  importance,  as  thefe 
two  veffels,  in  concert  with  the  batteries  on  Province -ifland,  en- 
filade the  principal  works  on   Mud-ifland.     On  the  morning  of 
the  1,5th  of  Nov.  the  whole  Britifh  fire  is  difplayed    from  their 
land  batteries,  and  their  fhipping  in  the  river.     The  fmall  gar- 
rifon of  300  men  fuftain  and  repel  the  fhock  with  aflonifhing  in- 
trepidity, for  feveral  hours,  afhfted  by  the  American  gallies  and 
the  batteries  on  the  Jerfey  fhore.     By  the  middle  of  the  day  their 
Vol.  II.  O  o  defences 
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defences  are  levelled  with  the  common  mud,  and  the  officers  and 
men  expeft  each  other's  fate,  in  the  midlt  of  carnage.  During 
the  day  more  than  1030  difcharges  of  cannon,  from  thirty-two 
to  twelve  pounders,  are  made  in  twenty  minutes,  from  the  batte- 
ries and  {hipping  of  both  fides.  Early  in  the  evening,  major 
Thayer  fends  all  his  garrifon  afhore,  excepting  forty,  with  whom 
he  remains,  braving  all  danger.  At  twelve  at  night,  many  of  the 
military  {lores  having  been  previoufly  fent  away,  the  barracks 
are  fired,  when  the  major  and  his  few  brave  companions  quit,  and 
crofs  to  Red-bank *. 

In  this  affair  there  were  near  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  gar- 
rifon killed  and  wounded.  Three  councils  of  war  had  been  cal- 
led upon  the  fubjecl;  of  relieving  Fort  Mifflin  ;  and  in  the  laft,  it 
was  concluded  to  attempt  it,  though  it  was  believed  that  a  gene- 
ral engagement  would  be  the  confequence  :  this  however  the 
Americans  did  not  regard,  the  ground  being  fuch  as  they  wi filed, 
if  called  to  fight  the  enemy.  The  night  before  the  attempt  could 
be  made,  the  fort  was  of  necefiity  evacuated.  The  congrefs,  be- 
fore this  event,  had  voted  lieut.  col.  Smith  an  elegant  fword  for 
the  defence  he  had  made  on  the  2  2d  of  Oftober  ;  but  as  they  had 
voted  at  the  fame  time,  the  like  to  commodore  Hazlewood,  com- 
mander of  the  naval  force  in  the  Delaware,  he  did  not  think  him- 
felf  much  honored  by  it,  and  declined  the  prefent.  Men  of  cou- 
rage and  judgment  pronounce  the  commodore  a  poltroon  ;  and 
fay  that  if  all  the  officers  in  the  marine  department  had  behaved 
with  equal  bravery  to  what  the  land  officers  did,  the  fort  would 
not  have  been  taken.  Several  of  them  are  reckoned  to  have  acled 
a  daflardly  part.  It  was  obferved  of  Hazlewood,  that  he  was 
fond  of  long  {hot,  and  was  fhy  of  coming  to  clofe  quarters.  The 
reduction  of  the  fort  fecured  to  the  Britifh  the  fafe  opportunity 
of  fending  up  their  fmall  craft,  at  the  back  of  the  ifland,  to  the 
Schuylkill  with  provifions  and  {lores,  by  day  as  well  as  by  night; 

On  the  18th  at  night,  lord  Cornwallis  marched  with  a  confi- 
derable  force,  and  the  next  day  croffed  the  Delaware,  in  his  way 
to  Red-bank,  which  the  Americans  abandoned,  leaving  behind 
them  their  artillery  and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  cannon-ball. 
Some  continental  generals  were  appointed  to  give  their  opinion 
upon  the  fpot  to  col.  Greene.  They  favored  an  evacuation,  and 
wifhed  that  he  would  join  them.  He  anfwered,  "  I  fhall  follow 
your  direction  either  to  evacuate  or  defend  the  fort.  I  know 
what  we  have  done,  when  the  works  were  not  half  completed. 
Now  they  are  finiflied,  and  I  am  not  afraid."     But  the  direction 

*  See  James  M.  VamunVs  letter  of  Auguft  the  fecond,  1786,  in  the 
Providence  Gazette,  who  was  the  commanding  general  on  the  Jeifey 
ilde. 

was 
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was  to  evacuate,  which  was  complied  with,  though  with  manifeft 
reactance.  The  marquis  de  la  Fayette  accompanied  gen.  Greene 
into  Jerfey,  though  his  wound  was  not  yet  healed  ;  and  on  the 
25th  of  Nov.  with  only  a  handful  of  riflemen  and  militia,  attack- 
ed a  party  of  Heffians  and  Britifh  grenadiers,  which  he  obliged 
to  retreat.  After  this,  congrefs  refolved  that  he  mould  take'the 
command  of  a  divifion  in  the  army. 

The  American  fhipping  having  now  loft  all  protection,  feve- 
ral  of  the  gallies  and  other  armed  veffels,  took  the  advantage  of 
a  favorable  night,  kept  clofe  in  with  the  Jerfey  fhore,  pafled  the 
batteries  of  Philadelphia,  and  efcaped  to  places  of  fecurity  higher 
up.  The  remaining  feventeen  finding  an  efcape  impracticable, 
were  abandoned  by  the  crews  and  fired.  The  Britifh  however 
confefled,  that  the  long  and  unexpected  oppofition  which  they 
received  from  Red-bank  and  Mud-Ifland,  broke  in  upon  their 
plans  for  the  remainder  of  the  campaign. 

A  detachment  from  the  northern  army,  of  fome  of  the  New- 
England  brigade?,  was  ordered  down  to  join  the  American  com- 
mander in  chief.  When  arrived  at  Fifh-kili,  a  number  of  the 
New-Hampfhire  troeps,  to  the  amount  of  near  200,  mutinied  at 
the  barracks  on  the  evening  of  November  the  4th,  paraded  with 
their  arms,  and  began  to  march  off  in  order.  The  exertions  of 
the  officers  fuppreffed  them,  but  capt.  Beall  was  (hot  and  mor- 
tally wounded  ;  he  killed  however  the  foldier  that  fhot  him. 
The  cry  was,  "  We  have  no  money,  nor  breeches,  and  will  not 
crols  the  river  till  we  have  received  thefe  articles."  It  was  fear- 
ed that  fome  officers  were  at  the  bottom  of  the  mutiny.  As  if 
was  foon  quelled  without  infecting  the  other  troops,  the  whole 
marched  on,  till  they  joined  gen.  Wafhington  ;  who  being  thus 
reinforced,  advanced  to  White  Marfh,  within  14  miles  of  Phi- 
Tadelphia,  and  encamped  in  a  flrong  pofition.  Sir  W.  Howe, 
hoping  that  he  meant  to  hazard  a  battle  for  the  recovery  of  Phila- 
delphia, or  that  fome  part  of  his  camp  was  vulnerable,  and  would 
admit  of  a  fuccefsful  impreffion,  marched  the  army  from  the  ci- 
ty on  the  night  of  the  4th  of  December.  The  day  before,  gen. 
Greene  gave  this  diftreffing  picture  of  the  American  army  to  the 

commander  in  chief "  One  half  of  our  troops  are  without 

breeches,  fhoes  and  {lockings ;  and  fome  thoufands  without  blan- 
kets. Laft  winter's  campaign  will  confirm  this  truth,  that  itu- 
Jefs  men  are  well  clothed,  they  muft  fall  a  facrifice  to  the  feve- 
nty  of  the  weather,  when  expofed  to  the  hardfhips  of  a  winter's 
campaign."  Howe's  further  proceedings  take  in  Wafhmgton's 
words,  written  on  the  10th — "  I  had  reafon  to  expect  Howe  was 
preparing  to  give  us  a  general  action.  On  Friday  morning  his 
troops  appeared  on  Chefnut-hill  ;  at  night  they  changed  their 

ground. 
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ground.  On  Sunday  from  every  appearance,  there  was  reafon 
to  apprehend  an  aftion.  About  fun  let,  after  various  marches 
and  counter-marches,  they  halted,  and  I  Itill  fuppofed  they  would 
attack  us  in  the  night,  or  early  the  next  morning,  but  in  this  I 
was  mi/taken.  On  Monday  afternoon  they  filed  off,  and  march- 
ed toward  Philadelphia.  Their  lofs  in  fkirmilhing  was  not  incon- 
fiderable.  I  fincerely  wifh  they  had  made  an  attack,  the  illue 
would  in  all  probability  have  been  happy  for  us.  Policy  forbad 
our  quitting  our  poits  to  attack  them." 

[Dec.  i  i.J  The  American  army  marched  from  White  Marfh 
to  Sweed's-ford.  The  want  of  clothing  was  fo  extreme,  that  gen. 
Wafhington  was  under  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  granting  warrants 
to  different  officers  to  imprefs  what  the  holders  would  not  wil- 
lingly part  with,  agreeable  to  the  powers  with  which  congrefs 
had  inverted  him.  He  removed  with  the  troops,  on  the  19th, 
to  Valley-forge,  where  they  hutted  about  fixteen  miles  from 
Philadelphia.  When  the  mode  of  hutting  was  firft  propofed, 
fome  treated  the  idea  as  ridiculous,  few  thought  it  practicable, 
and  all  were  furprifed  at  the  facility  with  which  it  was  executed. 
It  was  certainly  a  confiderable  exertion  for  the  remnant  of  an 
arm}-,  exhaufted  and  worn  down,  by  the  feverity  of  a  long  and 
rather  unfuccefsful  campaign,  to  fit  down  in  a  wood,  and  in  the 
latter  end  of  December  to  begin  to  build  themfelves  huts.  Through 
the  want  of  (hoes  and  ftockings,  and  the  hard  frozen  ground,  you 
might  have  tracked  the  army  from  White  Marfh  to  Valley-forge 
by  the  blood  of  their  feet  *.  The  taking  of  this  pofition  was 
high!}-  requifite.  Had  the  army  retired  to  the  towns  in  the  in- 
terior parts  of  the  ftate,  a  large  traft  of  fertile  country  would  have 
been  expofed  to  ravage  and  ruin  ;  and  they  muft  have  diftreffed" 
in  a  peculiar  manner  the  virtuous  citizens  from  Philadelphia,  who 
had  fled  thither  for  refuge. 

Sir  W.  Howe  has  plainly  the  advantage  of  the  American  ge- 
neral, but  nothing  to  boaft  of;  for  all  the  fruits  derived  from  his 
various  manceuvrings  and  engagements,  from  the  beginning  to 
the  clofe  of  the  campaign,  amount  to  little  befide  good  winter 
quarters  for  his  army  in  Philadelphia,  while  the  troops  poffefs  no 
more  of  the  adjacent  country  than  what  their  arms  immediately 
command.  Certain  perfons  indeed  are  permitted  to  carry  pro- 
vifions  into  the  city;  that  fo  upon  their  return  they  may  fupply 
tie  Americans  with  intelligence.  Thefe  muft  fubmit  to  fpare  a 
little  for  fuch  purpofes,  though  in  the  utmoft  want  themfelves. 
At  one  time  the  army  remained  quiet  four  days  together,  with- 
out bread ;  on  the  fifth  two  regiments  refufed  to  do  duty  upon 

*  General  Wafhington  mentioned  it  to  me,  when  at  his  table,  June 

3»  J7H- 

the 


^.d:i777-]    AMERICAN    REVOLUTION.    293 

the  account ;  but  the  prudence  and  perfuafion  of  the  commander 
in  chief  reStored  order.  To  a  fimilar  event,  there  was  probably 
an  allufion,  in  the  following  extract  from  his  letter  of  the  23d — • 
"  This  brought  forth  the  only  commiffary  in  the  purchafing  line 
in  this  camp,  and  with  him  this  melancholy  alarming  truth,  that  he 
had  not  a  fingle  hoof  of  any  kind  to  (laughter,  and  not  more  than 
twenty-five  barrels  of  flour,  and  could  not  tell  when  to  expect: 
any. — The  prefent  commiffaries  are  by  no  means  equal  to  the 
execution  or  the  office,  or  the  disaffection  of  the  people  is  paft 
all  belief.  The  change  in  that  department  took  place  contrary 
to  my  judgment,  and  the  confequences  thereof  were  predicted. — ■ 
No  man  ever  had  his  meafures  more  impeded  than  I  have,  by 
every  department  of  the  armv.  Since  the  month  of  July  we  have 
had  no  afliftance  from  the  quarter-malter  general,  and  to  want 
of  athitance  from  this  department  the  commiffary  general  charges 
great  part  of  his  deficiency.  We  have  by  a  field  return  this 
day,  no  lefs  than  2898  men  in  camp  unfit  for  duty,  becaufe 

they  are  barefoot  and  otherwife  naked. Our  whole  ftrength 

in  continental  troops,  (including  the  eaftern  brigades,  which 
have  joined  us  fince  the  Surrender  of  Burgoyne)  exclufiveof 
the  Maryland  troops  fent  to  Wilmington,  is  no  more  than  8200 
in  camp  fit  for  duty. — Since  the  fourth  our  number  fit,  through 
hardfhips,  particularly  on  account  of  blankets  (numbers  have 
been,  and  itill  are  obliged  to  fit  up  all  night  by  fires,  inStead  of 
taking  comfortable  reft  in  a  common  way)  have  decreafed  near 
two  thouSand  men. — Upon  the  ground  of  Safety  and  policy,  I 
am  obliged  to  conceal  the  true  State  of  the  army  from  public 
view,  and  thereby  expofe  mySelf  to  detraction  and  calumny. — 
There  is  as  much  to  be  done  in  preparing  for  a  campaign,  as  in 
the  active  part  of  it."  Gen.  Mifflin  in  a  letter  of  October  the 
eighth,  had  reprefented  to  congrefs,  that  his  health  was  So  much 
impaired,  and  the  probability  of  a  recovery  So  diStant,  that  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  return  to  them  their  commiffions  to  him  of 
major  general  and  quarter  malter  general.  While  the  army 
was  Suffering  as  above  related  for  want  of  Shoes,  &c.  hogSheads 
of  Shoes,  Stockings  and  clothing,  were  at  different  places,  upon 
the  road  and  in  the  woods,  lying  and  periShing,  for  want 
of  teams,  and  proper  management,  and  money  to  pay  the 
teamfters. 

Nothing  great  has  happened  in  the  neighbourhood  of  New- 
York,  Since  the  return  of  the  troops  under  general  Vaughan 
from  their  expedition  up  the  North  river ;  but  it  may  not  dif- 
pleafe  vou  to  read  the  following  particulars.  On  the  18th  of 
November,  gen.  Tryon  fent  about  one  hundred  men  under  capt. 
Emmerick  to    burn  fome  houfes,  on  Phillip's  manor,  within 

about 


E94  The    HISTORY    of  the        [A.  D.  1777. 

about  four  miles  of  gen.  Parfons's  guards.  They  effected  it  with 
circumflances  of  barbarity,  ftripping  the  clothing  off  the  women 
and  children,  and  turning  them  almoft  naked  into  the  flreets  in 
a  moil  feverely  cold  night.  The  men  were  made  prifoners,  and 
led  with  halters  about  their  necks,  with  no  other  clothes  than 
their  fhirts  and  breeches,  in  triumph  to  the  Britifh  lines.  A 
few  days  after  Parfons  wrote  to  Tryon  upon  the  occafion,  ex- 
poftulating  with  him  upon  the  bufinefs,  and  told  him,  That  he 
could  deftroy  the  houfes  and  buildings  of  col.  Phillips  and  thofe 
belonging  to  the  Delancey  family,  each  as  near  their  lines  as  the 
buildings  deflroyed  were  to  his  guards ;  that  notwithftanding  all 
their  vigilance,  the  deflru&ion  could  not  be  prevented  ;  and  that 
it  was  not  fear  or  want  of  opportunity,  but  a  fenfe  of  the  inju- 
flice  and  favagenefs  of  fucb.  a  line  of  conduct,  that  had  hitherto 
faved  the  buildings.  Tryon  anfwered  from  Kingfbridge  on  the 
23d,  and  faid  among  other  things,  "  Sir,  could  I  poflibly  con- 
ceive myfelf  accountable  to  any  revolted  fubjecls  of  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  I  might  anfwer  your  letter  of  yefterday  refpe£l- 
ing  the  conduft  of  capt.  Emmerick's  party  upon  the  taking  of 
Peter  and  Cornelius  VantafTel.  As  much  as  I  abhor  every 
principle  of  inhumanity  or  ungenerous  conduft,  I  mould,  were  I 
in  more  authority,  burn  every  committee-man's  houfe  within 
my  reach,  as  I  deem  them  the  wicked  inflruments  of  the  continu- 
ed calamities  of  this  country  :  and  in  order  the  fooner  to  purge 
this  colony  of  them,  I  am  willing  to  give  twenty  filver  dollars 
for  every  acling  committee-man  who  (hall  be  delivered  up  to  the 
king's  troops."  The  flinging  repartee  made  to  this  letter  was 
contained  in  an  expedition  undertaken  immediately  after  to 
Greenwich,  about  three  miles  from  New- York,  where  a  fmall 
party  arrived  in  the  evening,  advanced  to  Mr.  Oliver  Delancey 's 
houfe,  fecured  the  fentry,  difmifTed  a  few  ladies  in  peace, 
though  rather  haflily,  made  a  few  men  prifoners,  burnt  the  houfe, 
occafioned  the  firing  of  the  alarm  guns  in  New-York,  then  croffed 
the  river  and  got  fafe  off. 

New- York  reminds  me  of  the  American  prifoners  confined  in 
that  city,  and  Philadelphia.  In  the  courfe  of  letters  that  paffed 
between  generals  Howe  and  Wafhington,  the  former  alluded  to 
the  cafes  of  royal  prifoners  of  war  being  injurioufly  and  unjufli- 
fiably  loaded  with  irons.  The  latter,  in  one  of  November  the 
14th,  fays — "  If  there  is  a  fingle  inflance  of  a  prifoner  of  war 
being  in  irons,  I  am  ignorant  of  it,  nor  can  I  find  on  the  mofl 
minute  inquiry,  that  there  is  the  leaft  foundation  for  the  charge. 
I  wifh  you  to  particularize  the  cafes  you  allude  to,  that  relief  may 
be  had,  if  the  complaints  are  well-founded.  Now  we  are  upon 
the  fubjecl:  of  grievances,  I  am  conflrained  to  obferve,  that  I 

have 
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have  a  variety  of  accounts,  not  only  from  prifoners  who  have 
made  their  efcape,  but  from  perfons  who  have  left  Philadelphia, 
that  our  private  foldiers  in  your  hands,  are  treated  in  a  manner 
mocking  to  humanity,  and  that  many  of  them  rauft  have  perifhed 
through  hunger,  had  it  not  been  for  the  charitable  contributions  of 
the  inhabitants.  It  is  added  in  aggravation,  that  this  treatment  is  to 
oblige  them  to  inlift  in  the  corps  you  are  raifing.  I  mufi  alfo  re- 
monflrate  againft  the  cruel  treatment  and  confinement  of  our  offi, 
cers.  This  I  am  informed  is  not  only  the  cafe  of  thofe  in  Phila- 
delphia but  of  many  in  New- York.  Many  of  the  cruelties  exer- 
cifed  toward  prifoners  are  faid  to  proceed  from  the  inhumanity  of 
Mr.  Cunningham,  provoft  marfhall,  without  your  knowledge  or 
approbation.  I  tranfmit  the  depofitions  of  two  perfons  of  reputati- 
on who  are  come  from  Philadelphia,  refpefting  the  treatment  they 
received.  I  will  not  comment  upon  thefubjeft.  It  is  too  painful." 
Howe  particularized  by  faying — "  Major  Stockdon,  and  other  offi- 
cers of  the  New- Jerfey  volunteers,  were  put  in  irons  at  Princeton 
The  major  and  captain  of  that  regiment  were  marched  out  of* 
that  place,  under  guard  and  hand-cuffed  together."  Wafhington 
rejoined — "  When  major  Stockdon  was  firft  captured,  I  believe 
that  he  and  one  or  two  officers  taken  with  him,  fuffered  the 
treatment  which  you  mention.  This  was  without  my  privity  or 
confent  ;  as  foon  as  I  was  apprized  of  it,  relief  was  ordered. — 
But  furely  this  event,  which  happened  fo  long  ago,  will  not  au- 
thorife  the  charges  in  your  letter  of  the  6th." 

On  the  10th  of  December,  all  the  American  officers  were  re« 
moved  from  the  fhips  back  to  Long-Ifland,  from  whence  they 
had  been  taken  and  carried  on  board.  The  inhabitants  received 
them  in  again,  upon  Mr.  Lewis  Pintard's  engaging  to  pay  for 
them  at  the  rate  of  two  hard  dollars  per  week.  There  were  250 
of  them.  He  acfed  for  Mr.  Boudinot.  Had  he  not  engaged, 
their  former  board  not  having  been  paid  for,  they  would  have 
been  returned  to  the  fhips.  All  the  privates  there  have  been 
clothed  by  him.  He  obferved,  when  informing  his  principal  of 
thefe  particulars — "  The  privates  fhould  have  a  little  freih  beef, 
efpecially  the  convalefcents,  who  on  leaving  the  hofpitals  are 
put  to  fait  meat,  and  relapfe  immediately  ;  the  confequence  of 
which  is,  they  are  dying  very  fart.  I  advife  fending  in  weekly 
a  quantity  of  frefh  provifion  for  their  confumption." 

The  board  of  war  had  a  conference  with  Mr.  Boudinoti  the 
commifTary  general  of  prifoners,  at  York-town  on  the  2  ill  of 
December,  and  after  having  carefully  examined  the  evidences 
produced  by  him,  agreed  upon  reporting,  befide  other  mat- 
ters— "  That  there  are  about  900  privates,  and  300  officers  in  the 
city  of  New-York,  and  about  500  privates   and  50  officers  in 

Philadelphia  : 
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Philadelphia  : — That  the  privates  in  New- York  have  been 
crowded  all  fummer  in  fugar  houfes,  and  the  officers  boarded  on 
Long-Ifland,  except  about  30,  who  have  been  confined  in  the 
provoft  guard  and  in  the  molt  loathfome  jails  : — That  fince  the 
beginning  of  Oftober  all  thefe  prifoners,  both  officers  and  pri- 
vates, have  been  confined  in  prilon  {hips,  or  the  provoft : — That 
the  privates  in  Philadelphia  have  been  kept  in  two  public  jails, 
and  the  officers  in  the  Hate  houfe  : — That,  from  the  beft  evi- 
dence which  the  nature  of  the  fubjcft  will  admit  of,  the  general 
allowance  of  prifoners  at  moft  does  not  exceed  four  ounces  of 
meat,  and  as  much  bread  (often  fo  damaged  as  not  to  be  eatable) 
per  dav,  and  often  much  lefs,  though  the  profeffed  allowance  is 
from  eight  to  ten  ounces  : — That  it  has  been  a  common  practice 
with  the  enemy,  on  a  prifoner's  being  firft  captured,  to  keep 
him  three,  four,  or  even  five  days  without  a  morfel  of  provifions 
of  any  kind,  and  then  to  tempt  him  to  inlift  to  fave  his  life  : — 
That  there  are  numerous  inftances  of  prifoners  of  war  perifhing 
in  all  the  agonies  of  hunger  from  their  fevere  treatment : — That 
being  generally  {tripped  of  what  clothes  they  have  when  taken, 
they  have  fuffered  greatly  for  the  want  thereof  during  their  con- 
finement." This  ill-treatment  of  the  American  prifoners,  though 
it  fhortens  the  lives  of  numbers,  tends  only  to  lengthen  the  war, 
by  irritating  the  people  at  large,  among  whom  it  is  quickly  re- 
ported. 

Let  us  now  quit  the  militarv  for  the  civil  department,  though 
with  refpect  to  dates  we  muft  be  retrograde. 

On  Wednefday,  Ottober  the  29th,  Mr.  Prefident  Hancock 
clofed  the  bufmefs  of  the  morning  by  taking  leave  of  congrefs 
in  the  following  fpeech — "  Gentlemen,  Friday  laft  completed 
two  years  and  five  months  fince  you  did  me  the  honor  of  elect- 
ing me  to  fill  this  chair.  As  I  could  never  flatter  myfelf  vour 
choice  proceeded  from  any  idea  of  my  abilities,  but  rather  from 
a  partial  opinion  of  mv  attachment  to  the  liberties  of  America,  I 
felt  myfelf  under  the  ftrongeft  obligations  to  difcharge  the  duties 
of  the  office,  and  I  accepted  the  appointment  with  the  firmeft 
refolution  to  go  through  the  bufmefs  annexed  to  it  in  the  beft 
manner  I  was  able.  Every  argument  confpired  to  make  me  ex- 
ert myfelf,  and  I  endeavoured  bv  indultry  and  attention  to  make 
up  for  every  other  deficiency.  As  to  mv  conduct  both  in  and 
out  of  congrefs  in  the  execution  of  your  bufmefs,  it  is  improper 
for  me  to  fav  any  thing.  You  are  the  beft  judges.  But  I  think 
I  fhall  be  forgiven,  if  I  fay  I  have  fpared  no  pains,  expence,  or 
labour,  to  gratify  your  wifhes,  and  to  accomplifh  the  views  of 
congrefs. — My  health  being  much  impaired,  I  find  fome  re- 
laxation abfolutelv  neceffarv,  after  fuch  conftant  application  ;  I 
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mud  therefore  requeft  your  indulgence  for  leave  of  abfence  for 
two  months.  But  I  cannot  take  my  departure,  gentlemen,  with- 
out exprefTing  my  thanks  for  the  civility  and  politenefs  I  have 
experienced  from  you.  It  is  impoflible  to  mention  this  without 
a  heartfelt  plealure. —  If  in  the  courfe  of  fo  long  a  period  as  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  fill  this  chair,  any  expreffions  may  have 
dropped  from  me  that  may  have  given  the  lead  offence  to  any 
member,  as  it  was  not  intentional,  fo  I  hope  his  candor  will 
pafs  it  over.  May  every  happinefs,  gentlemen ,  attend  you  both 
as  members  of  this  houfe  and  as  individuals ;  and  Iprav  Heaven, 
that  unanimity  and  perfeverance  may  go  hand  in  hand  in  this 
houfe  ;  and  that  every  thing  which  may  tend  to  diltract  or  divide 
your  councils,  may  be  for  ever  banifhed." 

The  congrefs  in  the  afternoon  ordered,  "  That  the  fecretarv 
wait  on  the  prefident,  and  requeft  him  to  furnifh  the  houfe  with 
a  copy  of  the  fpeechwith  which  he  took  leave  of  congrefs." — 
When  the  fecretary  laid  it  before  them,  the  Friday  following, 
one  of  the  New-York  delegates  introduced  an  anfwer  he  had 
prepared,  which  breathed  too  much  the  foothing  air  of  fervility, 
and  pofleffed  too  fmall  a  portion  of  republican  independency, 
and  was  therefore  rejected.  But  it  was  moved,  "  That  the 
thanks  of  congrefs  be  prefented  to  John  Hancock,  efq;  for  the 
unremitted  attention  and  fteady  impartiality  which  he  has  mani- 
felled  in  difcharge  of  the  various  duties  of  his  office  as  prefident 
fince  his  election  to  the  chair  on  the  24m  day  of  May,  177,5." 
Previous  to  the  determination  of  this  motion,  it  was  moved, 
"  to  refolve  as  the  opinion  of  congrefs,  that  it  is  improper  to 
thank  any  prefident  for  the  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  that  office." 
The  South-Carolina  delegates  being  divided,  and  the  New-Jer- 
fcy  delegate  not  voting,  the  ftates  were  equally  divided,  four  and 
four.  The  queftion  being  then  put'onthe  firft  motion,  and  thefe 
delegates  voting  in  the  affirmative,  it  was  accordingly  carried 
fix  again  ft  four. 

When  Mr.  Hancock  was  firft  elected  in  confequence  of  Mr. 
Peyton  Randolph's  being  under  a  neceffity  of  returning  to  Vir- 
ginia, it  was  expected  that  as  foon  as  the  latter  repaired  again  to 
congrefs,  the  former  would  refign.  Of  this  he  was  reminded 
by  one  of  his  Maflachufetts  brethren,  when  Mr.  Randolph  got 
back,  but  the  charms  of  prcfidency  made  him  deaf  to  the  private 
advice  of  his  colleague,  and  no  one  could  with  propriety  move 
for  his  removal  that  the  other  might  be  reflored.  In  the  early 
ftage  of  his  prefidency  he  acted  upon  republican  principles  ;  but 
afterward  he  inclined  to  the  ariftocracy  of  the  New-York  dele- 
gates, connected  himfelf  with  them,  and  became  their  favorite, 
lie  at  length  fell  in  fo  fully  with  their  plans,  that  a  Rhode-Ifland 
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delegate  le&ured  him  upon  it,  and  told  him  that  he  had  for- 
gotten the  errand  on  which  he  was  fent  to  congrefs,  and  advifed 
him  to  return  to  his  conftituents.  This  verfatility  in  political 
fentiments,  though  it  chagrined,  did  not  furprife  his  Maffachu- 
fetts  brethren  ;  for  they  remembered,  that  at  a  certain  period,  he 
was  upon  the  point  of  joining  the  tory  club  at  Bofton,  (as  it  was 
called)  whereby  he  alarmed  the  liberty  party  moft  amazingly, 
and  obliged  them  to  exert  all  their  influence  to  prevent  fo  dan- 
gerous and  mortifying  an  event. 

In  tne  chair  he  fo  acquitted  himfelf,  that  a  member  of  con- 
grefs wrote  in  May,  when  it  was  thought  he  would  return  to 
the  Maffachufetts — "  This  letter  will  go  by  prefident  Hancock, 
for  wbofe  abfence  from  congrefs  I  am  much  concerned,  though 
his  great  fatigue  and  long  attendance  entitle  him  to  fome  relax- 
ation. How  we  fhall  do  without  him  I  know  not,  for  we  have 
never  yet  put  in  a  chairman,  on  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe, 
that  could  in  any  meafure  fill  his  place.  He  has  not  only  dig- 
nity and  impartiality,  which  are  the  great  requifites  of  a  prefident 
of  fuch  a  body,  but  has  an  alertnefs,  attention  and  readinefs  to 
conceive  of  any  motion  and  its  tendency,  and  of  every  alteration 
propofed  in  the  courfe  of  debate,  which  greatly  tends  to  facilitate 
and  expedite  bufinefs."  The  chair  is  known  to  be  his  fort.  As 
chairman  of  a  committee,  or  any  other  body,  he  prefides  with 
much  advantage  to  himfelf ;  but  it  has  been  and  is  obferved,  that 
the  number  at  the  head  of  whom  he  is,  whether  many  or  few, 
makes  a  wide  difference  in  him  :  when  great,  he  appears  to  be 
in  his  own  element,  and  all  is  animation  ;  if  fmall,  it  is  other- 
wife.  This  is  common  to  public  characters,  efpecially  where 
there  is  a  fondnefs  for  popularity. 

[Nov.  i.J  "  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  a  prefi- 
dent ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  the  honorable  Henry  Laurens 
was  elected/'  He  is  a  South-Carolina  delegate,  a  gentleman 
of  a  large  eftate,  and  of  an  approved  character.  He  was  in 
England  when  the  troubles  were  coming  forward,  and  upon 
learning  the  intentions  of  minifiry,  returned  with  a  fixed  deter- 
mination to  rifk  all  in  the  caufe  of  his  country  and  liberty.  Gen. 
Wafhington  has  pointed  out  to  him  gen.  Greene,  as  the  moft 
fuitable  perfon  in  his  judgment  to  fucceed  in  the  chief  command 
of  the  American  array,  in  cafe  he  himfelf  fhould  be  taken  off 
by  death  or  in  any  other  way. 

[Nov.  3.]  Colonel  Wilkinfon,  who  brought  the  difpatches 
from  gen.  Gates,  attended  and  delivered  a  meffage  from  him  to 
congrefs  in  the  following  words,  "  I  have  it  in  charge  from  ma- 
jor gen.  Gates,  to  represent  to  the  honorable  congrefs,  that  lieut. 
gen.  Burgoyne  at  the  time  he  capitulated,  was  ftrongly  intrenched 
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on  a  formidable  po ft  with  twelve  days  provifion;  that  the  re- 
duction of  fort  Montgomery  and  the  enemy's  confequent  pro- 
grefsupthe  Hudfon's  river,  endangered  our  arfenal  at  Albany, 
a  reflection  which  left  gen.  Gates  no  time  to  conteft  the  capitu- 
lation with  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne,  but  induced  the  neceffity  of 
immediately  clofing  with  his  propofals,  hazarding  a  difadvanta- 
geous  attack,  or  retiring  from  his  pofition  for  the  fecurity  of  our 
magazine  ;  this  delicate  fituation  abridged  our  conquefts,  and 
procured  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne  the  terms  he  enjoys.  Had  our 
attack,  been  carried  againft  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne,  the  difmember- 
ment  of  our  army  muft  neceffanly  have  been  fuch  as  would 
have  incapacitated  it  from  further  aftion.  With  an  army  in 
health,  vigor  and  fpirits,  major  gen.  Gates  now  waits  the  com- 
mands of  the  honorable  congrefs."  Befide  thanking  Gates, 
Lincoln,  Arnold,  and  the  reft  of  the  officers  and  troops  under 
his  command,  the  congrefs  refolved  the  next  day,  that  a  medal 
of  gold  fhould  be  (truck  in  commemoration  of  the  convention, 
and  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  prefented  by  the  prefident 
to  major  gen.  Gates. 

[Nov.  7.]  Congrefs  refolved,  "  That  major  gen.  Mifflin's 
refignation  of  the  office  of  quarter-mafter  general  be  accepted, 
but  that  his  rank  and  commiffion  of  major  general  be  continued 
to  him,  without  the  pay  annexed  to  that  office,  until  further  or- 
der of  congrefs."  In  Ottober  they  refolved,  "  That  a  board  of 
war  be  eftablifhed,  to  confift  of  three  perfons  not  members  of 
congrefs."  They  now  took  up  that  bufinefs  and  proceeded  to 
the  ele£tion  of  the  board,  when  major  gen.  Mifflin,  col.  Timothy 
Pickering,  and  col.  Robert  H.  Harrifon  were  elecled.  A  fort- 
night after,  in  confequence  of  a  conference  between  fome  of  the 
members  and  Mifflin,  they  refolved,  "  That  two  additional  com- 
mifhoners  be  appointed  to  execute  the  department  of  the  war 
office  ;"  and  Harrifon  declining  to  ferve,  they  on  the  27th  pro- 
ceeded to  the  eleftion  of  three  commiffioners,  when  major  gen. 
Gates,  Jofeph  Trumbull,  and  Richard  Peters,  efqs.  were  elecl- 
ed ;  it  was  then  refolved,  "That  major  gen.  Gates  be  appointed 
prefident  of  the  board  of  war."  Gates  was  to  retain  his  rank  as 
major  general  in  the  army,  and  to  officiate  at  the  board  or  in  the 
field  as  occafion  might  require. 

The  great  bufinefs  of  the  CONFEDERATION  calls  for  our 
next  attention.  It  was  on  the  1  ith  of  June,  1776,  that  it  was 
refolved  to  appoint  a  committee  to  prepare  and  digeft  the  form 
of  one.  By  the  12th  of  July  they  brought  in  a  draught,  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  confideration  of  con- 
grefs alone  ;  and  no  member  was  to  furnifh  any  perfon  with 
his  copy,  or  take  any  lteps  by  which  the  faid  confederation 
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might  be  re-printed.  After  having  been  before  congrefs  nine 
and  thirty  times,  on  different  days,  a  copy  of  the  confederation 
being  made  out,  and  fundry  amendments  made  in  the  diftion, 
without  altering  the  fenfe,  the  fame  was  agreed  to  on  the  15th 
of  laft  November,  and  is  as  follows  : 

ARTICLES  OF  CONFEDERATION  and  PERPETUAL 
UNION  between  the  ftates  of  New  Hampfhire,  Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay,  Rhode  Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  Con- 
necticut; New-York,  New  Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and 
Georgia. 

Article  1.  The  ftile  of  this  confederacy  fhall  be  "  The  United 
States  of  America." 

Article  2.  Each  ftate  retains  its  fovereignty,  freedom,  and 
independence,  and  every  power,  jurifdi&ion  and  right,  which 
is  not  by  this  confederation  expiejsly  delegated  to  the  United 
States  in  congrefs  affembled. 

Article  3.  Thefaid  Hates  hereby  feverally  enter  into  a  firm 
league  of  friendfhip  with  each  other,  for  their  common 
defence,  the  fecurity  of  their  liberties  and  their  mutual  and 
general  welfare  ;  binding  themfelves  to  aflift  each  other  againft 
all  force  offered  to,  or  attacks  made  upon  them  or  anv  of  them 
on  account  of  religion,  fovereignty,  trade,  or  any  other  pre- 
tence whatever. 

Article  4.  The  better  to  fecure  and  perpetuate  mutual  friend- 
fhip and  intercourfe  among  the  people  of  the  different  ftates  in 
this  union,  the  free  inhabitants  of  each  of  thefe  ftates,  (paupers, 
vagabonds  and  fugitives  from  juftice  excepted,)  fhall  be  entitled 
to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  free  citizens  in  the  feveral  ftates, 
and  the  people  of  each  ftate  fhall  have  free  ingrefs  and  regrefs  to 
and  from  any  other  ftate,  and  fhall  enjoy  therein  all  the  privileges 
of  trade  and  commerce,  fubjeft  to  the  fame  duties,  impofitions  and 
reftrifiions  as  the  inhabitants  thereof  refpeftively,  provided  that 
fuch  reftri&ions  fhall  not  extend  fo  far  as  to  prevent  the  removal 
of  property  imported  into  any  ftate  to  any  other  ftate,  of  which 
the  owner  is  an  inhabitant ;  provided  alio  that  no  impofition,  du- 
ties or  reftriction,  fhall  be  laid  by  any  ftate  on  the  property  of 
the  United  States  or  either  of  them. 

If"  any  perfon  guilty  of  or  charged  with  treafon,  felony  or 
other  high  mifdeineanor  in  any  ftate,  fhall  flee  from  juftice  and 
be  found  in  any  of  the  United  States,  he  fhall  upon  demand  of 
the  governor  or  executive  power  of  the  ftate  from  which  he 
fled,  be  delivered  up  and  removed  to  the  ftate  having  jurifdi&ion 
of  his  o  hence, 
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Full  faith  and  credit  (hall  be  given  in  each  of  thefe  ftates  to 
the  records,  afts  and  judicial  proceedings  of  the  courts  and  ma« 
giftrates  of  every  other  ftate. 

Article 5.  For  the  more  convenient  management  of  the  general 
interefts  of  the  United  States,  delegates  fhall  be  annually  ap- 
pointed in  fuch  manner  as  the  legiflauire  of  each  ftate  (hall  direct, 
to  meet  in  congrefs  on  the  firft  Monday  in  November,  in  every 
year,  with  a  power  referved  to  each  Hate  to  recal  its  delegates 
or  any  of  them,  at  any  time  within  the  year,  and  to  fend  others 
in  their  ftead,  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

No  ftate  fhall  be  reprefented  in  congrefs  by  lefs  than  two  nor 
by  more  than  feven  members ;  and  no  perfon  fhall  be  capable  of 
being  a  delegate  for  more  than  three  years  in  any  term  of  fix 
years;  nor  fhall  any  perfon,  being  a  delegare,  be  capable  of 
holding  any  office  under  the  United  States,  for  which  he,  or  any 
other  for  his  benefit,  receives  any  falary,  fees  or  emolument  of 
any  kind. 

Each  ftate  fhall  maintain  its  own  delegates  in  any  meeting 
of  the  Hates,  and  while  they  aft  as  members  of  the  committee  of 
the  ftates. 

In  determining  queftions  in  the  United  States  in  congrefs  af- 
fembied,  each  ftate  ihall  have  one  vote. 

Freedom  of  fpeech  and  debate  in  congrefs  fhall  not  be  im- 
peached or  queftioned  in  any  court  or  place  out  of  congrefs ;  and 
the  members  of  congrefs  fhall  be  protected  in  their  perfons  from 
arrefts  and  imprifonments,  during  the  time  of  their  going  to  and 
from  and  attendance  on  congrefs,  except  for  treafon,  felony  or 
breach  of  the  peace. 

Article  6.  No  ftate,  without  the  confent  of  the  United  States  in 
congrefs  alfembled,  fhall  fend  any  embaffy  to,  or  receive  any  era. 
baffyfrom,  or  enter  into  any  conference,  agreement,  alliance  or 
treaty  with  any  king,  prince  or  ftate;  nor  fhall  any  perfon  hold- 
ing any  office  of  profit  or  truft  under  the  United  States,  or  any  of 
them,  accept  of  any  prefent,  emolument,  office  or  title  of  any 
kind  whatever  from  any  king,  prince  or  foreign  ftate;  nor  fhall 
the  United  States  in  congrefs  affembled,  or  any  of  them,  grant 
any  title  of  nobility. 

No  two  or  more  ftates  fhall  enter  into  any  treaty,  confederati- 
on or  alliance  whatever  between  them,  without  the  confent  of 
the  United  Stales  in  congrefs  affembled,  fpecifying  accurately 
the  pmpofes  for  which  the  fame  is  to  be  entered  into,  and  how 
long  it  fhall  continue. 

No  ftate  fhall  lay  any  impofis  or  duties,  which  may  interfere 
with  any  ftipulations  in  treaties  entered  into  by  the  United  States 
in  congrefs  alTembled  with  any  king,  prince  or  ftate,  in  purftu 
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ance  of  any  treaties  already  propofed  by  congrefs  to  the  courts  of 
France  and  Spain. 

No  veffels  of  war  fhall  be  kept  up  in  time  of  peace  by  any 
ftate,  except  fuch  number  only,  as  (hall  be  deemed  necefTary  by 
the  United  States  in  congrefs  affembled  for  the  defence  of  fuch 
ftate  or  its  trade  ;  nor  fhall  any  body  of  forces  be  kept  up  by  any 
ftate,  in  time  of  peace,  except  fuch  number  only  as,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  United  States  in  congrefs  affembled,  mail  be  deem- 
ed requifite  to  garrifon  the  forts  necefTary  for  the  defence  of  fuch 
ftate ;  but  every  ftate  fhall  always  keep  up  a  well  regulated,  and  difci- 
plined  militia,  fufficiently  armed  and  accoutred,  and  fhall  pro- 
vide and  have  conflantly  ready  for  ufe,  in  public  ftores,  a  due 
number  of  field  pieces  and  tents,  and  a  proper  quantity  of  arms, 
ammunition  and  camp  equipage. 

No  ftate  fhall  engage  in  any  war  without  the  confent  of  the 
United  States  in  congrefs  affembled,  unlefs  fuch  ftate  be  actual- 
ly invaded  by  enemies,  or  fhall  have  certain  advice  of  a  refoluti- 
on  being  formed  by  fome  nation  of  Indians  to  invade  fuch  ftate, 
and  the  danger  is  fo  imminent  as  not  to  admit  of  a  delay  till  the 
United  States  in  congrefs  affembled  can  be  confulted;  nor  fhall 
any  ftate  grant  commiffions  to  any  (hips  or  veffels  of  war,  nor 
letters  of  marque  or  reprifal,  except  it  be  after  a  declaration  of 
war  by  the  United  States  in  congrefs  affembled,  and  then  only 
againfl  the  kingdom  or  ftate  and  the  fubjefts  thereof  againit 
which  war  has  been  fo  declared,  and  under  fuch  regulations  as 
fhall  be  eftablifhed  by  the  United  States  in  congrefs  affembled, 
unlefs  fuch  ftate  be  infefled  by  pirates,  in  which  cafe  veffels  of 
war  may  be  fitted  out  for  that  occafion  and  kept  fo  long  as  the 
danger  fhall  continue,  or  until  the  United  States  in  congrefs  af- 
fembled fhall  determine  otherwife. 

Article  7.  When  land  forces  are  raifed  by  any  ftate  for  the 
common  defence,  all  officers  of  or  under  the  rank  of  colonel 
fhall  be  appointed  by  the  legiflature  of  each  ftate  refpe£tively  by 
whom  fuch  forces  fhall  be  raifed,  or  in  fuch  manner  as  fuch  ftate 
fhall  dire£t ;  and  all  vacancies  fhall  be  filled  up  by  the  ftate  which 
firft  made  the  appointment. 

Article  8.  All  charges  of  war  and  all  other  expences  that 
fhall  be  incurred  for  the  common  defence  or  general  welfare,  and 
allowed  by  the  United  States  in  congrefs  affembled,  fhall  be  de- 
frayed out  of  a  common  treafury,  which  fhall  be  fupplied  by  the 
feveral  ftates  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  all  land  within  each 
ftate,  granted  to  or  furveycd  for  any  perfon,  as  fuch  land  and 
the  buildings  and  improvements  thereon  fhall  be  eftimated,  ac- 
cording to  fuch  mode  as  the  United  States  in  congrefs  affembled 
fliall  from  time  to  time  direct  and  appoint. 
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The  taxes  for  paying  that  proportion  fhall  be  laid  and  levied 
by  the  authority  and  direction  of  the  legiflatures  of  the  feveral 
flates  within  the  time  agreed  upon  by  the  United  States  in  con- 
grefs  affembled. 

Article  9.  The  United  States  in  congrefs  affembled  fhall  have 
the  fole  and  exclusive  right  and  power  of  determining  on  peace 
and  war,  except  in  the  cafes  mentioned  in  the  fixth  article — offend- 
ing and  receiving  ambaffadors — entering  into  treaties  and  allian- 
ces, provided  that  no  treaty  of  commerce  fhall  be  made,  where- 
by the  legislative  power  of  the  refpective  flates  fhall  be  reflrained 
from  impofingfuch  impofts  and  duties  on  foreigners  as  their  own 
people  are  fubje£ted  to,  or  from  prohibiting  the  exportation  or 
importation  of  any  fpecies  of  goods  or  commodities  whatfoever — 
of  eflablifhing  rules  for  deciding  in  all  cafes,  what  captures  on 
land  or  water  fhall  be  legal,  and  in  what  manner  prizes  taken 
by  land  or  naval  forces  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  fhall 
be  divided  or  appropriated — of  granting  letters  of  marque  and  re- 
prifal  in  time  of  peace — appointing  courts  for  the  trial  of  piracies 
and  felonies  committed  on  the  high  feas,  and  eflablifhing  courts 
for  receiving  and  determining  finally  appeals  in  all  cafes  of  cap- 
tures, provided  that  no  member  of  congrefs  fhall  be  appointed 
judge  of  any  of  the  faid  courts. 

The  United  States  in  congrefs  affembled  fhall  alfo  be  the  lafl  re- 
fort  on  appeal  in  all  difputes  and  differences  now  fub filling  or 
"that  hereafter  may  arife  between  two  or  more  flates  concerning 
boundary juiifdiftion,  or  any  other  caufe  whatever;  which  au- 
thority fhall  always  be  exercifed  in  the  manner  following  when- 
ever the  legiflative  or  executive  authority  or  lawful  agent  of  any 
flate  in  controverfy  with  another  fhall  prefent  a  petition  to  con- 
grefs, flating  the  matter  in  queflion  and  praying  for  a  hearing, 
notice  thereof  fhall  be  given  by  order  of  congrefs  to  the  legifla- 
tive or  executive  authority  of  the  other  flate  in  controverfy,  and 
a  day  affigned  for  the  appearance  of  the  parties  by  their  lawful 
agents,  who  fhall  then  be  directed  to  appoint  by  joint  confent 
commifhoners  or  judges  to  conflitute  a  court  for  hearing  and  de- 
termining the  matter  in  queflion  ;  but  if  they  cannot  agree,  con- 
grefs fhall  name  three  perfons  out  of  each  of  the  United  States, 
and  from  the  lift  of  fuch  perfons  each  party  fhall  alternately  flrike 
out  one,  the  petitioners  beginning,  until  the  number  fhall  be  re- 
duced to  thirteen  ;  and  from  that  number  not  lefs  than  feven  nor 
more  than  nine  names,  as  congrefs  fhall  dire£l,  fhall  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  congrefs  be  drawn  out  by  lot ;  and  the  perfons  whofe 
names  fhall  be  fo  drawn,  or  any  five  of  them,  fhall  be  commiffion- 
ers  or  judges  to  hear  and  finally  determine  the  controverfy,  fo 
always  as  a  major  part  of  the  judges,  who  fhall  hear  the  caufe, 
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fhall  agree  in  the  determination :  and  if  either  party  fhall  negleft 
to  attend  at  the  day  appointed,  without  mowing  reafons  which 
congrefs  fhall  judge  fufhcient,  or  being  prefent  fhall  rcfufe  ta 
ftrike,  the  congrefs  fhall  proceed  to  nominate  three  pcrfons  out 
of  e?ch  ftate,  and  the  fecretary  of  congrefs  fhall  ftrike  in  behalf 
of  fuch  party  abfent  or  refufing  ;  and  the  judgment  and  fentence 
of  the  court  to  be  appointed,  in  the  manner  before  prefcribed, 
mail  be  final  and  conclufive  ;  and  if  any  of  the  parties  fhall  re. 
fufe  to  fabmit  to  the  authority  of  fuch  court,  or  to  appear  or  de- 
fend their  claim  or  caufe,  the  court  fhall  neverthelefs  proceed  to 
pronounce  fentence  or  judgment,  which  fhall  in  like  manner  be 
final  and  decifive,  the  judgment  or  fentence  and  other  proceed- 
ings being  in  either  cafe  tranfmitted  to  congrefs,  and  lodged 
among  the  afts  of  congrefs  for  the  fecurityof  the  parties  concern- 
ed :  provided,  that  every  commifnoner,  before  he  fits  in  judg- 
ment, fhall  take  an  oath  to  be  adminiftered  by  one  of  the  judges 
of  the  fupreme  or  fuperior  court  of  the  flate,  where  the  caufe 
fhall  be  tried,  "  well  and  truly  to  hear  and  determine  the  matter 
in  queftion,  according  to  the  beft  of  his  judgment,  without  favor, 
affeftion,  or  hope  of  reward  :"  provided  alfo,  that  no  ftate  fhall 
be  deprived  of  territory  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States. 

All  controverfies  concerning  the  private  right  of  foil,  claimed 
under  different  grants  of  two  or  more  ftates,  whofe  jurifdi&ions 
as  they  may  refpecfc  fuch  lands  and  the  ftates  which  pafTed  fuch 
grants  are  adjufted,  the  faid  grants  or  either  of  them  being  at  the 
fame  time  claimed  to  have  originated  antecedent  to  fuch  fettle- 
ment  of  jurildiclion,  fhall,  on  the  petition  of  either  party  to  the 
congrefs  of  the  United  States,  be  finally  determined,  as  near  as 
may  be  in  the  fame  manner  as  is  before  prefcribed  for  deciding 
difputes  refpefting  territorial  jurifdiftion  between  different  ftates. 

The  United  States  in  congrefs  affembled  fhall  alfo  have  the  fole 
and  exlufive  right  and  power  of  regulating  the  alloy  and  value  of 
coin  fli  uck  by  their  own  authority,  or  by  that  of  the  refpe£tive 
ftates — fixing  the  ftandard  of  weights  and  meafures  throughout 
the  United  States — regulating  the  trade  and  managing  all  affairs 
with  the  Indians  not  members  of  any  of  the  ftates;  provided  that 
the  legiflative  right  of  anv  ftate  within  its  own  limits  be  not  in- 
fringed or  violated — eftablifhing  and  regulating  poft-offices  from 
one  ftate  to  another  throughout  all  the  United  States,  and  exact- 
ing fuch  poftage  on  the  papers  paffing  through  the  fame  as  may 
be  requifite  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  faid  office — appointing 
all  officers  of  the  land  forces  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
excepting  regimental  officers — appointing  all  the  officers  of  the 
naval  forces,  and  commiflioning  all  officers  whatever  in  the  fer- 
vice of  the  United  States— making  rules  for  the  government  and 
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regulation  of  the  faid  land  and  naval  forces,  and  directing  their 
operations. 

The  United  States  in  congrefs  affembled  {halt  have  authority 
to  appoint  a  committee  to  fit  in  the  recefs  of  congrefs,  to  be  de- 
nominated "  a  committee,  oj f  the  Jlat.es"  and  to  con  lift  of  one  de- 
legate from  each  flate,  and  to  appoint  fuch  other  committees  and 
civil  officers  as  may  he  neceflary  for  managing  the  general  affairs 
of  the  United  States,  under  their  direction — to  appoint  one  of  their 
number  to  prefide,  provided  that  no  perfon  be  allowed  to  ferve 
in  the  office  of  prefident  more  than  one  year  in  any  term  of  three 
years — to  afcertain  the  neceflary  fums  of  money  to  be  raifed  for 
the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  and  to  appropriate  and  apply  the 
fame  for  defraying  the  public  expences — to  borrow  money  or 
emit  bills  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  tranfmitting  every 
half  year  to  the  refpective  ftates  an  account  of  the  fums  of  mo- 
ney fo  borrowed  or  emitted — to  build  and  equip  a  navy — to  agree 
upon  the  number  of  land  forces,  and  to  make  requisitions  from 
each  ftate  for  its  quota,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  white  in- 
habitants in  fuch  ftate  ;  which  requifition  fhall  be  binding,  and 
thereupon  the  legiflature  of  each  ftate  lhall  appoint  the  regimental 
officers,  raife  the  men,  and  clothe,  arm  and  equip  them  in  a 
foldier-like  manner,  at  the  expence  of  the  United  States ;  and  the 
officers  and  men  fo  clothed,  armed  and  equipped,  fhall  march  to 
the  place  appointed  and  within  the  time  agreed  on  by  the  United 
States  in  congrefs  aflembled  :  but  if  the  United  States  in  con- 
grefs affembled  fhall  on  confideration  of  circumftances,  judge 
proper  that  any  ftate  fhould  not  raife  men  or  fhould  raife  a  fmal- 
ler  number  than  its  quota,  and  that  any  other  ftate  fhould  raife  a 
greater  number  of  men  than  the  quota  thereof,  fuch  extra  num- 
ber fhall  be  raifed,  officered,  clothed,  armed  and  equipped  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  quota  of  fuch  ftate,  unlefs  the  legiflature  of 
fuch  ftate  fhall  judge  that  fuch  extra  number  cannot  be  fafely 
fpared  out  of  the  fame  ;  in  which  cafe  they  fhall  raife,  officer, 
clothe,  arm  and  equip  as  many  of  fuch  extra  number  as  they  judge 
can  be  fafely  fpared.  And  the  officers  and  men  fo  clothed,  arm- 
ed and  equipped,  fhall  march  to  the  place  appointed  and  within 
the  time  agreed  on  by  the  United  States  in  congrefs  affembled. 

The  United  States  in  congrefs  affembled  fhall  never  engage  in 
a  war  nor  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal  in  time  of  peace, 
nor  enter  into  any  treaties  or  alliances,  nor  coin  money,  nor  re- 
gulate the  value  thereof,  nor  afcertain  the  fums  and  expences  ne- 
ceffary for  the  defence  and  welfare  of  the  United  States  or  any 
of  them  ;  nor  emit  bills,  nor  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the 
United  States,  nor  appropriate  money,  nor  agree  upon  the  num- 
■  ber  of  ve  fie  Is  of  war  to  be  built  or  purchafed,  cr  the  number  of 
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land  or  fea  forces  to  be  raifed,  nor  appoint  a  commander  in  chief 
of  the  armv  or  navy,  unlefs  nine  ftates  affent  to  the  fame  ;  nor 
ihall  a  queftion  on  any  other  point,  except  for  adjourning  from 
day  to  day,  be  determined,  unlefs  by  the  votes  of  a  majority  of 
the  United  States  in  congrefs  affembled. 

The  congrefs  of  the  United  States  fhall  have  power  to  adjourn 
to  any  time  within  the  year,  and  to  any  place  within  the  United 
States,  fo  that  no  period  of  adjournment  be  for  a  longer  duration 
than  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  and  fhall  publifh  the  journal  of 
their  proceedings  monthly,  except  fuch  parts  thereof  relating  to 
treaties,  alliances  or  military  operations,  as  in  their  judgment 
require  fecrecy  ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  delegates  of  each 
ftate  on  any  quefhon  fhall  be  entered  on  the  journal,  when  it  is 
defired  by  any  delegate  ;  and  the  delegates  of  a  ftate,  or  any  of 
them,  at  his  or  their  requeft,  fhall  be  furnifhed  with  a  tranfcript 
of  the  faid  journal,  except  fuch  parts  as  are  above  excepted,  to 
lay  before  the  legiflatures  of  the  feveral  ftates. 

Article  10.  The  committee  of  the  ftates,  or  any  nine  of  them, 
fhall  be  authorifed  to  execute,  in  the  recefs  of  congrefs,  fuch  of 
the  powers  of  congrefs  as  the  United  States  in  congrefs  affembled 
by  the  confent  of  nine  flates  fhall  from  time  to  time  think  expe- 
dient to  vefl  them  with  ;  provided  that  no  power  be  delegated  to 
the  faid  committee,  for  the  exercife  of  which,  by  the  articles  of 
confederation,  the  voice  of  nine  ftates  in  the  congrefs  of  the 
United  States  affembled  is  requifite. 

Article  11.  Canada  acceding  to  this  confederation,  and  join- 
ing in  the  meafures  of  the  United  States,  fhall  be  admitted  into 
and  entitled  to  all  the  advantages  of  this  union  ;  but  no  other  co- 
lony fhall  be  admitted  into  the  fame  unlefs  fuch  admiflion  be 
agreed  to  by  nine  ftates. 

Article  12.  All  bills  of  credit  emitted,  monies  borrowed,  and 
debts  contracted  by  or  under  the  authority  of  congrefs,  before 
the  affembling  of  the  United  States,  in  purfuance  of  the  prefent 
confederation,  fhall  be  deemed  and  confidered  as  a  charge  againft 
the  United  States,  for  payment  and  fatisfafiion  whereof  the 
faid  United  States  and  the  public  faith  are  hereby  folemnly  pledg- 
ed. 

Article  13.  Every  ftate  ihall  abide  by  the  determinations  of 
the  United  States  in  congrefs  affembled  on  all  queftions  which 
by  this  confederation  are  fubmitted  to  them.  And  the  articles 
of  this  confederation  fhall  be  inviolably  obferved  by  every  ftate, 
and  the  union  fhall  be  perpetual  ;  nor  frrall  any  alteration  at  any 
time  hereafter  be  made  in  any  of  them  ;  unlefs  fuch  alteration 
be  agreed  to  in  a  congrefs  of  the  United  States,  and  be  afterwards 
confirmed  by  the  legiflatures  of  every  ftate. 

/  Thefe 
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Thefe  articles  have  been  forwarded  to  the  legiflatures  of  all  the 
United  States,  to  be  confidered  ;  and  if  approved  of  by  them, 
the  faid  legiflatures  are  advifed  to  authorife  their  delegates  to  ra- 
tify the  fame  in  the  congrefs,  that  fo  they  may  become  conclu- 
five.  They  have  been  accompanied  with  a  circular  letter,  re- 
commending them  to  the  immediate  and  difpaflionate  attention 
of  the  legiflatures  ;  and  urging  them  to  haften  the  conclufion  of 
,  the  plan  for  confederation.  They  will  be  fupported  in  this  ftate 
by  the  influence  of  Mr.  Samuel  Adams  and  Mr.  John  Adams, 
who  obtained  leave  of  abfence  to  vifit  their  families  a  week,  before 
the  finifhed  copy  was  agreed  to  by  congrefs.  Thefe  two  gentle- 
men ftand  in  the  relation  of  fecond  coufins  to  each  other. 

The  fame  day  the  copy  was  agreed  to,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  colleft  anddigeft  fome  late  difcoveries  for  making  mo- 
lafles  and  fpirits  from  the  juice  of  Indian  corn  ftalks,  and  to  re- 
port a  plan  for  communicating  fuch  difcoveries  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  feveral  ftates.  The  fcarcity  and  dearnefs  of  molaffes  and 
fpirits,  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  a  fupply  from  the  Well- 
Indies,  have  induced  fome  ingenious  enterprifing  minds  to  grind 
the  Indian  corn  ftalks,  while  in  a  certain  ftate  of  verdure,  and 
to  obtain  from  the  juice,  by  boiling  it,  a  kind  of  molaffes.  Se- 
veral have  followed  the  example  ;  and  the  expectation  of  the  pub- 
lic in  many  places  is  raifed  ;  but  the  quantity  of  molaffes  produ- 
ced is  too  fmall,  and  the  quality  too  poor,  to  anfwer  expences 
and  to  fupply  the  demands  of  the  market,  fo  that  this  mode  of 
obtaining  it  will  foon  ceafe. 

[Nov.  20.]  It  was  reported  by  a  committee,  "  That  an  in- 
road has  been  made  on  the  weftern  frontiers  of  Virginia  and 
Pennfylvania  by  fome  favage  tribes  of  Indians,  wherein  a  number 
of  helplefs  people  have  been  cruelly  maffacred,  and  the  peacea- 
ble inhabitants  driven  from  their  homes,  and  reduced  to  great 
diftrefs  :  and  that,  from  a  number  of  papers  {tiled  proclamations, 
under  the  hand  and  feal  of  Henry  Hamilton,  lieut.  gov.  of  Fort 
Detroit,  as  well  as  from  other  information  and  circumftances,  it 
appears  that  thefe  favages  have  been  inftigated  by  Britifh  agents 
and  emiffaries,  and  particularly  by  the  faid  H.  Hamilton  to  this 
barbarous  and  murderous  war." 

Congrefs  having  received  information,  that  the  enemies  of  the 
United  States  endeavoured  to  propagate  in  Europe  groundlefs  re- 
ports, that  a  treaty  had  been  held  between  congrefs  and  the 
commiflioners  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  by  which  it  was  pro- 
bable that  a  reconciliation  would  take  place,  refolved,  "  That 
the  commiflioners,  of  the  faid  United  States,  at  the  feveral 
courts  in  Europe,  be  authorized  to  reprefent  to  the  courts  at 
which  they  refpeclively  refide,  that  no  treaty  whatever  has  been 
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held  between  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  or  any  of  his  commifii- 
oners  and  the  faid  United  States,  fince  their  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence." They  alfo  refolved,  "  That  all  propofals  for  a  trea- 
ty between  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  or  any  of  his  commiflion- 
ers,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  inconfiftent  with  the  in- 
dependence of  the  faid  flates,  or  with  fach  treaties  or  alliances  as 
may  be  formed  under  their  authority,  will  be  rejected  bv  con- 
grefs."  The  communication  however  of  this  lait  refolve,  was 
to  be  fufpencled  until  upon  a  general  confultation  of  the  com- 
mifhoners  a  majority  mould  judge  it  necellary.  Congrefs 
(plunged  into  difficulties  through  an  excefs  of  paper  currency, 
which  they  are  continually  increasing  by  new  emiffions)  have 
been  and  are  attempting  remedies  that  can  never  anfwer.  Some 
are  of  that  nature  as  neceffarily  to  produce  baneful  confequences  ; 
and  yet  are  perfifted  in  after  trial :  of  this  kind  is  the  reou- 
lating  and  afcertaining  the  price  of  labour,. manufactures,  inter- 
nal produce,  and  commodities  imported  from  foreign  parts.  It 
has  been  recommended  to  all  the  Hates  to  appoint  commifhoners 
to  convene,  fome  in  one  place  on  the  fifteenth  of  January,  fome 
in  another  on  the  fifteenth  of  February,  for  the  regulating  of 
prices ;  and  after  that,  to  enaft  fuitable  laws  to  enforce  the  ob- 
servance of  fuch  regulations.  They  have  alfo  refolved,  "  That 
it  be  earnefllv  recommended  to  the  feveral  ftates,  as  foon  as  may 
be,  to  confifcate  and  make  fale  of  all  the  real  andperfonal  eftates 
therein  of  fuch  of  their  inhabitants  and  other  perfons  who  have 
forfeited  the  fame,  and  the  right  to  the  proteftion  of  their  re- 
fpecrive  flates  ;  and  to  invert  the  money  arifing  from  the  falesin 
continental  loan  office  certificates,  to  be  appropriated  in  fuch 
manner  as  the  refpective  flates  fhall  hereafter  direcl."  This  re- 
folve will  encourage  the  ftates  to  make  fale  of  the  eftates  alluded 
to,  but  will  not  bind  them  to  the  difpofa!  of  the  purcbafe-moncy 
in  the  manner  propofed.  Artful  individuals  will  avail  themfelvcs 
of  it  for  their  own  emolument,  but  it  will  be  of  little  or  no  bene- 
fit to  the  public  at  large. 

[Dec.  8.]     Mr.  Silas  Deane  has  been  mentioned  in  a  former 
letter.     Congrefs  came  Lo  a  final  relolution  refpecHng  his  recal, 

in  thefe  word;. "  Whereas  it   is  of  the  greateft  importance, 

that  congrefs  Ihould,  at  this  critical  conjuncture,  be  well  inform- 
ed of  the  flate  of  affairs  in  Europe;  and  whereas  congrefs  have 
refolved,  that  the  honorable  Silas  Deanc,  efq;  be  recalled  from 
the  court  of  France,  and  have  appointed  another  commiflioner 
to  fuppl)  his  place  there  :  Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  fo- 
reign afTdirs  write  to  the  honorable  Silas  Deane,  efq;  and  direcl: 
him  to  embrace  the  firft  opportunity  of  returning  to  America, 
and  upon  his  arrival  to  repair  with  all  poffible  djfpatch  to  con- 
grefs." 
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grefs."     The  explanation  of  this  bufinefs  will  be  beft  conveyed 
in  the  language  of  one  of  the  committee — "  Mr.  Deane  not  be- 
ing recalled  upon  a  motion  made  at  the  time  of  our  difavowai  of 
Du  Coudray's  treaty,  a  new  motion  was  made  by  one  of  the  com- 
mittee on    September  the    8th. — On   that  day,  "  The  congrefs 
took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  foreign 
applications,  wherein   they  fet  forth,  That  befides   a  number  of 
officers  who  are  come  from  Europe  and  the  Weft-Indies  of  their 
own  accord  to  folicit  for  rank  and  employment  in  the  American 
army,  there  are  others  who  have  proceeded  upon  the  encourage- 
ment of  conventions  made  and  figned  at  Paris  by   Silas  Deane, 
efq;  as  agent  for  the  United  States  of  North- America: — That 
Mr.  Deane   had   no  authority  to  make  fuch  conventions  ; — and 
That  congrefs  therefore  are  not  bound  to  ratify  or  fulfil  them." 
This  referred  to  a  new  lift  of  major  generals,  brigadiers,  colo- 
nels, &c.  who    were  ready  to   relinquifh  all  the  parts  of  their 
agreement  except  rank  :  but  faid  the  committee,  "  The  Ameri- 
can army  having  been  arranged  before  the  arrival  of  thefe  gentle- 
men in  America,  their  expectations   cannot  be  complied    with, 
without    deranging  it,    and   thereby   injuring   at  fo   critical  a 
juntture  the  American  caufe."     The  report  was  agreed  to,  and 
the   motion    made  — "  Whereas  Silas  Deane,  efq;  when  agent 
under  the  committee  of  Jeer et  correfpondence,  entered  into  conven- 
tions with  feveral  foreign  officers,  which  congrefs  have  declared 
themfelves  not  bound  to  ratify,  and  which  in  the  prefent  fituati- 
on  of  affairs  they  could  not  comply  with,  without  deranging  the 
army,  and  thereby  injuring  at  this  critical  juncture  the  American 
caufe:  And  whereas  the  credit,  reputation  and  ufefulnefs  of  Si- 
las  Deane,    efq;  now  one  of  the  American  commiffioners  in 
France,  will  be  greatly  impaired  by  the  confequences  of  his   in- 
difcretion  in  having  entered  into  fuch  conventions,   his  recal  be- 
comes neceffary  for  the  intereft  of  thefe  United  States — therefore 
refolved,    That   Silas  Deane,  efq;  now   one  of  the    American 
.  commiflioners  in  France,  be    forthwith  recalled,  and  that  from 
the   day  of  his  receiving  this  refolve,  all  and  every  power  with 
which  he  hath    been    vefted  by   congrefs  do   ceafe  and   deter- 
mine, and  that  he  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  to  embark   for 
North-America,  and    repair    to  congrefs."      The  peifon    who 
read  this   in  his  place  was,  upon  being  feconded,  entreated  to 
withdraw  it,  in    which  he   acquiefced,  upon  a   general  avowal 
of  the  ncceffity  of  recalling  Mr.  Deane  in  fome  milder  way. — 
On  Nov.  21,  partiality  and  tendernefs  ftruck  away  all  preamble, 
and  a  naked  refolve  palled,  ':  That  Silas   Deane,   efq;  be  recal- 
led from  the  court  of  France,  and  that  the  committee  for  foreign 
affairs  be  directed  to  take  proper  meafures  for  fpeedily  commu- 
nicating 
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nicating  the  pleafure  of  congrefs  herein  to  Deane  and  the  other 
commiffioners  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France  : — 
That  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  choofing  a  commiffioner  to 
the  court  of  France,  in  place  of  Silas  Deane,  efq."  On  the 
iiSth,  Mr.  John  Adams  was  chofen.  No  time  being  limited  for 
Mr.  Deane's  return,  the  larded  refolve  of  December  the  8th 
was  made.  Had  a  proper  dignity  been  maintained  on  the  8th  of 
September,  the  recal  would  not  have  been  a  feeming  my  fiery, 
or  rather  a  compliment.  Though  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee for  foreign  applications  was  the  mover  of  the  proper  refolves, 
yet  he  finally  gave  into  the  over-tendernefs  of  the  houfe,  when 
he  afted  for  foreign  affairs  in  his  letter  of  December  the  8th,  and 
in  his  private  letter  to  Dr.  Franklin." 

Congrefs  refolved,  "  That  the  commiffioners  at  the  courts  of 
France  and  Spain  be  direfted  to  exert  their  utmoft  endeavours 
to  obtain  a  loan  of  two  millions  fterling,  on  the  faith  of  the 
Thirteen  United  States."  They  alfo  received  accounts  from 
gen.  Gates  relative  to  the  retreat  of  the  Britifh  from  Tycondc-- 
roga  and  Mount  Independence.  By  letters  of  gen.  Conway's 
writing  to  particular  members,  they  were  led  into  a  refolution, 
'*  That  an  appointment  be  made  of  infpe&ors  general,  agreeable 
to  the  praftice  of  the  befl  difciplined  European  armies  :"  and 
froln  thence  to  elecl  him  an  infpe&or  general,  and  a  major  ge- 
neral. This  promotion,  which  took  place  the  thirteenth  of 
December,  occafioned  much  uneafmefs  among  the  officers;  and 
they  requefted  gen.  Wafhington  not  to  pubhfh  it  till  they  had 
met,  and  made  a  proper  reprefentation  of  their  grievances.  Con- 
way thought  himfelf  entitled  to  a  fuperiority  over  them,  from 
his  having  ferved  more  than  thirty  years,  and  before  fome  of  the 
brigadiers  were  born,  and  from  the  number  of  men  he  had  com- 
manded for  many  years  in  an  old  army.  But  thefe  reafons  did 
not  reconcile  them  to  his  being  put  over  their  heads.  They 
might  be  the  more  difgufted  from  his  declaring  that  no  two  re- 
giments manoeuvred  alike,  and  that  there  were  hardly  two  offi- 
cers in  each  regiment  able  to  command  the  manoeuvres.  On 
the  3d  of  January,  the  brigadiers  fent  a  remonftrance  againft 
his  appointment.  The  objections  againft  him  were,  that  he  was 
intriguing  at  congrefs  in  concert  with  generals  Gates  and  Mifflin, 
in  order  to  remove  gen.  Wafhington — that  he  gave  himfelf  at 
congrefs  the  merit  of  the  German-town  affair — that  his  powers 
of  infpecf or  general  tended  to  diminifh  the  power  of  gen.  Wafh- 
ington— and  that,  in  a  paragraph  of  a  letter,  he  reflecled  feverely 
upon  the  commander  in  chief  and  his  counfellors.  Such  is  the 
prevailing  diflike  to  him,  that  he  will  be  of  little  fervice  in  fu- 
ture.    The  uneafmefs  which  his  promotion  produced,  did   not 
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efcape  his  notice,  but  has  led  him  to  renew  a  former  propofal  of 
returning  to  France. 

[Dec.20.]  In  orderto  obtain  a  fupply  of  clothing  for  the  army,  the 
congrefs  refolved  to  recommend  to  the  refpe&ive  legiflatures  the 
enacting  of  laws,  appointing  perfons  to  feize,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
"continental  army,  all  neceflary  articles  of  clothing,  which  may 
be  in  the  poffeflion  of  any  perfons  inhabitants  of  or  refidents 
within  their  refpective  ftates,  for  the  purpofe  of  fale  ;  and  that 
the  value  of  fuch  goods  be  afcertained  at  the  rate  which  the  faid 
articles  lhall  be  dated  at  by  the  convention  of  the  committees, 
agreeable  to  the  late  recommendation.  A  memorial  from  lieut. 
col.  Barton,  who  took  gen.  Prefcot  prifoner,  was  read  in  con- 
grefs, on  which  they  refolved,  [Dec.  24.]  "  That  on  account  of 
his  enterprifing  fpirit,  and  merit  in  taking  the  general,  he  be 
promoted  to  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  colonel  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  he  be  recommended  to  gen.  Wafhing- 
ton,  to  be  employed  in  fuch  fervices  as  he  may  deem  moft  adap- 
ted to  his  genius,"  In  teftimony  of  their  approbation  of  the 
patience,  fidelity  and  zeal  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  under  the 
immediate  command  of  gen.  Washington,  they  direcled,  fix 
days  after,  that  one  month's  extraordinary  pay  fhould  be  given 
to  each  ;  which  was  no  more  than  jullice,  confidering  what  they 
had  fuffered.  The  next,  being  the  laft  day  of  the  year,  they  had 
under  confideration,  the  information  fent  them  from  Boflon  by 
Mr.  Samuel  Otis,  their  deputy  clothier  general  in  the  Maffachu- 
fetts,  acquainting  them,  that  he  had  contracted  with  fundrv  per- 
fons for  a  large  quantity  of  clothing,  at  the  rate  of  ten  to  eighteen 
hundred  per  cent,  and  that  fome  of  the  holders  of  the  faid  goods 
refufed  to  deliver  them  until  they  fhould  receive  the  cafh.  Upon 
this  they  refolved,  "  That  Mr.  Otis  be  direfted  to  pay  only  for 
fuch  of  the  faid  clothing  as  he  may  have  actually  received,  at  the 
rate  for  which  he  may  have  contracted  for  fuch  clothing  : — and 
That  it  be  moft  earnestly  recommended  to  the  legislative  autho- 
rity of  the  Hate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  immediately  to  take  and 
feize  the  refidue  of  the  clothing,  which  the  holders  thereof  have 
refufed  to  deliver  to  the  faid  Samuel  Otis,  agreeable  to  the  refo- 
lutions  of  the  congrefs  of  the  20th  inft.  which  clothing  fhall  be 
paid  for  in  manner,  and  at  the  rate  mentioned  therein,  and  not 
otherwife."  A  letter  was  written  to  the  prefident  of  the  council 
upon  the  occafion,  in  which  they  failed  not  to  attempt  exciting 
•refentment  againflthe  proprietors  of  the  goods  for  the  crime  of 
extortion,  and  the  greater  one  of  refufing  to  deliver  the  goods 
upon  the  credit  of  the  Thirteen  United  States.  "  This  irrefra- 
gable evidence  of  the  depravity  of  morals  in  fo  many  of  the  citi- 
zens of  thefe  Hates,  is  a  moft  alarming  circumftance,"  fay  they, 

"  and 
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n  and  if  the  feveral  governments  do  not  fpeedily  exert  their  au- 
thority effeclually  to  fupprefs  fuch  unheard  of  extortion,  it  will 
unqueflionably  iflue,  and  at  no  very  diftant  period,  in  the  de- 
finition of  the  liberties  of  this  continent.  Shall  we  then  tamely 
fee  ourfelves  compelled,  by  the  wicked  conduct  of  fome  of  the 
citizens  of  thefe  Hates,  to  the  cruel  neceffity  of  fubmitting  to  the 
mercy  of  an  enraged  tyrant  ?"  The  prefident  was  defired  to  lav 
the  refolutions  berore  the  general  allembly,  who  were  requefted 
to  keep  them  and  iheir  proceedings  thereon  fecret,  till  carried  in- 
to execution.  The  general  court,  inftead  of  interfering,  has 
prudently  left  the  bufinefs  to  take  its  own  courfe.  Thofe  traders, 
who  w?nt  to  go  to  market  again  and  make  frelh  purchafes,  can- 
not fell  upon  the  credit  of  even  the  thirteen  United  States.  The 
encreafing  depreciation  of  the  currency  is  another  reafon  againft 
it.  The  paper  eraimon  isf  now  more  than  three  hundred  per 
cent,  for  hard  money,  and  by  the  end  of  April  will  probably  be 
four  for  one  :  fo  that  when  this,  the  rifks  of  the  fea,  the  fcarcity 
of  the  commodity,  the  few  returns  that  can  be  made,  the  ad- 
vance of  expences  through  the  rife  of  provifion,  labor,  &c.  and 
other  circumflances  are  taken  into  confideration,  the  rate  of 
from  ten  to  eighteen  hundred  per  cent,  has  far  more  the  appear- 
ance than  the  reality  of  extortion. 

The  convention  and  convention  troops  demand  our  next  at- 
tention. 

While  upon  their  march  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Bofton,  the 
Bntifn  behaved  with  fuch  infolence  as  confirmed  the  country  in 
their  determination  never  to  fubmit ;  for  the  people  faid,  "  If 
they  are  thus  infolent  now  they  are  prifoners,  what  would  they 
be  were  they  our  mailers  ?"  The  Germans  Hole  and  robbed  the 
houfes,  as  they  came  along,  of  clothing  and  every  thing  on 
which  they  could  lay  their  hands,  to  a  large  amount.  When  at 
Worcefter  indeed  they  themfelves  were  robbed,  though  in  ano- 
ther way.  One  Dawes,  the  ifiuing  commiffary,  upon  the  firft 
company's  coming  to  draw  their  rations,  balanced  the  fcales  by 
putting  into  that  which  contained  the  weight,  a  large  Hone  ;  when 
that  company  was  gone  (unobferved  bv  the  Germans,  but  not 
by  all  prefent)  the  itone  was  taken  away  before  the  next  came, 
and  all  the  other  companies  except  the  firil  had  fhort  allowance. 
The  troops  having  finifhed  their  march  were  quartered  in  the 
barracks  near  Cambridge.  It  was  with  difficulty  gen.  Glover 
could  procure  quarters  for  the  generals  Burgoyne,  Reidefel,  and 
Phillips,  in  the  town  itfelf.  The  inhabitants  were  totally  averfe 
to  accommodating  them.  They  could  not  forget  the  burning  of 
Charlellown.  A  remonflrance  was  foon  prefented  to  Burgovnc 
by  the  officers,  complaining,  that  inltead  of  being  conveniently 

lodged, 
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lodged,  according  to  their  different  ranks,  agreeable  to  the  con- 
vention, they  were  put  into  barracks,  made  of  fingle  boards,  five, 
fix  and  feven  in  a  room,  without  any  distinction  of  rank.'  Un- 
fortunately for  them,  there  was  upon  the  committee  appointed 
by  the  general  court  to  the  bufmefs  of  quartering  them,  one 
John  Taylor,  who,  though  of  the  council,  was  of  a  bafe  Spirit, 
and  had  raifed  himfelf  by  it  to  the  pofleflion  of  confiderablc 'pro- 
pel 'tv  and  influence.  Fie  difgraced  religion  by  making  a  great, 
proieiiion.  The  lail  however  gave  him  much  weight  with  well- 
mean  mg  men,  who  had  only  a  Superficial  acquaintance  with  him. 
This  perfon  could  put  up  with  any  lodging ;  and  thought,  that  what 
would  do  for  him,  might  do  forBritifh  pnfoners  though  officers. 
Thus  it  happened  that  they  were  no  better  accommodated.  They 
had  rcafon  to  complain  ;  but  the  treatment  which  gen.  Burgoyne 
perfonaliy  met  with  was  pleafing.  He  went  to  Bolton  and  dined 
at  gen.  Heath's,  who  commands  in  this  department.  He  obferv- 
ed  with  great  fatisfa&ion  the  good  behaviour  of  the  town's  peo- 
ple. There  was  no  rabble  collected  to  infill t  him,  either  o-oin.T 
or  returning.  He  remarked,  when  re-crofiing  the  ferry  to  where 
Charleftown  ftood,  (when  his  eyes  furveyed  with  admiration  its 
awfully  majeftic  conflagration)  Lhat  he  fhould  have  met  with  ve- 
ry different  treatment  even  in  London. 

Sufpicions  began  to  be  entertained  left  the  general  had  fome  fi- 
nifter  defign  of  conveying  the  troops  to  New- York  or  elfewhere, 
when  they  could  be  embarked,  in  (lead  of  failing  with  them  to 
Great-Britain;  and  the  public  wifhed  to  have  fome  pretence  for 
detaining  them.  It  was  hinted  to  congrefs,  that  fhould  Sir  W. 
Howe  continue  obftinately  to  refufe  fettling  an  equitable  cartel 
for  the  exchange  of  prifoners,  they  would  be  juftificd  in  order- 
ing the  fulfilling  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga  to  be  delayed-, 
until  the  United  States  received  jultice  in  that  parti rulat.  Con- 
grefs foon  ordered  a  committee  to  confider  a  return  of  ordnance 
and  ftores  taken  from  the  enemy,  which  was  enclofed  in  a  letter 
of  the  10th  ©f  November,  accompanying  that  hint.  Upon  the 
rep -it  of  the  committee,  on  the  22d,  the  prefident  was  directed 
immediately  to  fend  an  exprefs  to  gen.  Gates,  defiling  anfwers 
to  fevcral  queftions.  On  December  the  third,  the  general  wrote 
1  from  Albany  to  the  prefident — "  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
excellency's  letter  of  the  twenty-third  ult.  by  Mr  Pierce,  and  im- 
mediately proceeded  to  difpatch  to  the  congrefs  the  required  an- 
swers. Respecting  the  ftandards,  gen.  Burgoyne  declared  upon 
his  honor,  that  the  colours  of  the  regiments  were  left  in  Canada. 
As  to  the  military  cheft,  its  contents  might  fo  eafily  be  difpofed 
of,  that  to  have  fought  for  it  would  been  ineffectual.  The  Bii- 
aifh  army,  all  lait  war,  left  the  payraafter  general  and  the  military 
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cheft  in  fome  fecure  town,  and  warrants  were  granted  upon  the 
paymafter  general  there.  From  the  beft  accounts,  the  enemy's 
army  had  been  lately  cleared  off;  lb  that  it  is  not  probable  there 
was  any  military  cheft.  The  medicines  were  left  with  the  gene- 
ral hofpital,  which  gen.  Burgoyne  left  behind  him  at  Freeman's 
farm.  Many  of  the  cartouch  boxes  were  left,  and  fome  were 
carried  away.  The  mentioning  of  the  accoutrements  was  for- 
gotten in  the  convention.  Thofe  that  have  been  carried  off  have 
been  fold  upon  the  road  to  Bolton  for  drams.  The  quantity  of 
field  ammunition  and  mufket  cartridges  taken,  are  by  no  means 
inconfiderable.  The  reft  was  ufed  and  deftroyed  before  the 
treaty  commenced.  The  mufkets  will  ever  be  lefs  in  number 
than  the  prifoners,  as  the  drummers  and  ftaff  officers  do  not  car- 
ry firelocks.  Many  arms  were  loft  in  the  two  hundred  bat- 
teaus,  that  were  taken  from  the  enemy  in  their  retreat  from 
Freeman's  farm,  and  many  others  were  plundered  by  the  mili- 
tia on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river.  The  bayonets  were  alfo  pilfered 
by  our  own  people.  The  very  guards  themfelves  fupplied  their 
wants  from  the  piles.  Many  of  the  fcabbards  for  the  bayonets 
were  difpofed  of  in  the  like  manner.  I  believe  there  was  no  de- 
ft  ruction  of  military  ftores  after  the  convention,  by  or  with  the 
privity  of  gen.  Burgoyne  or  his  officers.  It  is  fo  extraordinary 
for  a  Britiih  army  to  furrender  their  arms,  that  we  ought  not  to 
wonder  at  the  violent  and  difappointed  for  committing  fome  ir- 
regularities ;  but  I  do  not  conceive,  that  any  thing  of  fufficient 
confequence  was  done,  to  juftify  our  charge  of  their  having  vi- 
olated the  convention.  On  the  day  gen.  Burgoyne  furrendered, 
I  received  repeated  exprelfes  to  inform  me,  that  the  enemy's 
fleet  had  advanced  up  to  within  a  few  hours  failing  of  Albany. — ■ 
The  removal  of  the  army  was  therefore  immediately  neceffary  to 
cover  that  city  and  fecure  our  magazines.  My  principal  attenti- 
on was  of  courfe  directed  towards  that  object.  Generals  Glover 
and  Whipple  gave  me  their  affiftance  and  entire  approbation  in 
the  fettlement  of  the  convention.  When  things  of  fuch  impor- 
tance muft  be  done  in  a  hurry,  fome  articles  of  feeming  impor- 
tance never  fail  to  be  omitted.  The  arms  were  piled  up  agree- 
able to  the  letter  of  the  convention,  and  their  condition  as  good 
as  can  be  expected  upon  fuch  occafions.  Their  being  wholly 
unfit  for  fervice,  is  partly  owing  to  the  land  and  water  carriages, 
but  chiefly  to  the  want  ot  proper  packages  to  fecure  them. — 
Our  own  men  have  changed  them  ;  but  here  I  think  we  fhould 
not  imprudently  expote  the  infant  itate  of  our  military  dis- 
cipline." 

General  Burgoyne  was  defirous  of  altering  the  place  for  the 
embarkation  of  the  convention  troops  from  the  port  of  Bofton 

to 
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to  that  of  Rhode-Ifland  or  the  Sound,  contiguous  to  New-York, 
which  as  well  as  Rhode-Ifland  was  poffeffed  by  the  Britifh.  He 
wrote  to  gen.  Washington  upon  the  fubjcft;  on  the  25th  of  No- 
vember. The  American  commander  forwarded  the  letter  to 
congrefs.  They  on  the  day  it  was  received,  the  17th  of  De- 
cember, refolved,  "  That  gen.  Wafhington  be  dire&ed  to  in- 
form gen.  Burgoyne,  that  congrefs  will  not  receive,  nor  confi- 
der  any  propofition  for  indulgence  or  altering  the  terms  of  the 
convention  of  Saratoga,  unlefs  immediately  directed  to  their 
own  body."  The  next  day  they  received  gen.  Gates's  letter  of 
December  the  3d,  enclofing  a  letter  to  him  from  gen.  Burgoyne 
of  November  the  14th,  wherein  he  declared,  that  the  public 
faith,  plighted  in  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  was  broken  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  in  as  much  as  the  officers  included 
an  the  convention  had  not,  fince  their  arrival  in  Maffachufetts- 
Bay,  been  accommodated  with  quarters  agreeable  to  their  re- 
fpeftive  ranks.  Congrefs  had  now  obtained  what  they  wanted, 
a  plea  for  detaining  the  convention  troops.  Some  of  the  mem- 
bers, not  attending  fufficiently  to  dates  and  circumftances,  ima- 
gined that  Burgoyne  expefted  to  have  failed  before  his  letter  of 
the  14th  could  have  reached  congrefs  time  enough  for  them  to 
have  detained  him  ;  but  it  was  fcarce  poflible  that  fuch  an  ex- 
pectation could  have  exifted,  when  he  did  not  write  to  gen. 
Wafhington  on  the  f  ubjeft  of  changing  the  place  of  embarkation 
before  the  25th,  and  could  not,  till  permiffion  was  received, 
poffibly  embark  at  Rhode-Ifland,  to  which  port  the  tranfports 
were  fent,  and  of  whofe  arrival  he  was  informed  by  letter  of  De- 
cember the  fifth.  The  coming  from  New- York  through  the 
Sound  to  Rhode-Ifland,  was  fo  much  more  convenient  and  lefs 
hazardous,  than  going  round  by  Long-Ifland  and  Cape-Cod  to 
Bolton,  efpecially  at  fuch  a  feafon,  that  the  application  for 
changing  the  place  of  embarkation  was  natural, 

[Jan.  2,  1778.]  Congrefs  refolved,  "  That  the  charge  made 
by  gen.  Burgoyne,  of  a  breach  of  public  faith  on  the  part  of 
thefe  ftates,  is  not  warranted  by  the  juft  conftruclion  of  any  ar- 
ticle of  the  convention  of  Saratoga  ;  that  it  is  a  ftrong  indicati- 
on of  his  intention,  and  affords  jufl  grounds  of  fear  that  he  will 
avail  himfelf  of  fuch  pretended  breach  of  the  convention,  in  or- 
der to  difengage  himfelf  and  the  army  under  him,  of  the  obligati- 
ons they  are  under  to  thefe  United  States  ;  and  that  the  fecurity 
which  thefe  ftates  have  had  in  his  perfonal  honor  is  hereby  de- 
Itroyed."  The  next  day  they  refolved  therefore — "  That  the 
embarkation  of  gen.  Burgoyne  and  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, be  fufpendedtill  a  diftinft  and  explicit  ratification  of  the 
convention  of  Saratoga  fhall  be  properly  notified  by  the  court  of 

Great- 
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Great-Britain."  It  was  then  ordered,  "  That  the  refolutions, 
and  the  report  on  which  the  fame  are  grounded,  be  re-com- 
mkted." 

[Jdn.  8.J  Thev  took  into  confederation  afrefh,  the  report  of 
the  committee,  which  fays,  that  the  cartouch  boxes,  &c.  agree- 
able to  the  fpirit  of  the  convention,  and  the  technical  interpreta- 
tion of  the  word  arms,  ought  to  have  been  delivered  up.  It  con- 
siders Burgoyne's  refufal  to  give  thedefcriptive  lifts,  which  con- 
grefs  had  directed  to  be  taken,  in  an  alarming  point  of  view, 
more  efpecially  as  nine  days  previous  to  the  refufal,  he  had  in 
his  letter  to  Gates  declared,  that  the  public  faith  was  broken.  It 
infifls  upon  this  charge  of  a  breach  of  faith,  being  a  deliberate 
act  of  judgment,  and  fo  of  a  moll  ferious  nature,  pregnant  with 
alarming  confequences.  It  attempts  to  invalidate  the  charge,  and 
aliens,  that  by  an  examination  of  the  articles  it  will  appear,  that 
the  ftipulation  for  quartering  the  officers  was  not  to  be  conflrued 
in  that  rigorous  fenfe  in  which  Burgovne  affecls  to  confider  it, 
but  on  the  contrary  was "  agreed  to  as  far  as  circumflances  would 
admit."  This  affertion  reduces  the  itipulation  to  a  mere  non- 
cntitv,  if  it  is  left  with  the  ftipulating  party  wholly  to  judge  of 
thefe  circumflances.  The  committee  who  made  the  report  men- 
tioned, but  forbore  "  to  lay  any  ftrefs  on  the  feemingly  inade- 
quate number  of  veffels  (being  only  twenty-fix  tranfports)  for  an 
army  confiiling  of  5642  men,  in  a  winter's  vovage  to  Europe  ; 
or  on  the  improbability  of  the  enemy's  being  able,  on  fo  fhort  a 
notice,  to  vi£fual  fuch  a  fleet  and  army  for  a  voyage  of  fuch 
length."  It  is  happy  that  they  did  not  lay  any  flrefs  upon  it,  as 
it  would  have  manifefled  how  much  they  were  biaffed  by  an 
cagernefs  to  vindicate  the  meafures  they  were  defirous  of  adopt- 
ing. The  committee  was  a  committee  of  the  whole.  Twenty- 
hx  tranfports,  of  250  ton  each,  would  carry  6500  men  allowing 
a  ton  for  every  man.  In  winter  time  they  could  fafely  flow 
more  clofely  than  warmer  weather.  The  voyage  though  long, 
in  going  from  America  to  Europe,  is  performed  generally  much 
foonerin  that  than  anv  other  feafon,  by  reafon  of  the  preva'.en- 
cy  of  the  north-weft  winds :  {o  that  lefs  provifion  is  requii^d  for  . 
the  paffage. 

The  iormer  refolves  were  paffed  the  fecond  time,  but  not  till 
congrefs  had  refolved,  ';  that  as  many  of  the  cartouch  boxes  and 
fewral  other  anicles  of  in ilitary  accoutrements,  annexed  to  the 
pei  Jons  of  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers,  included 
in  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  have  not  been  delivered  up,  the 
convention  on  the  part  of  the  Britifh  army  has  not  been  flriclly 
complied  with: — That  the  refufal  of  general  Bur^oyne  to  g;ve 
dcU'iipt.vc  lilts  of  the  non-coin:iiiiTioned  officers  and  private-,  be- 
longing 
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longing  to  his  army,  fubfequent  to  his  declaration  that  the  pub- 
lic faith  was  broke,  is  confideredby  congrefs  in  an  alarming  point 
of  view  ;  fince  a  compliance  could  only  have  been  prejudicial  to 
that  army  in  cafe  of  an  infraction  of  the  convention  on  their 
part."  It  was  in  vain  that  the  general  explained  the  intention  and 
conftruffion  of  the  palfage  objected  to  in  his  letter:  or  that  his 
officers,  in  order  to  remove  the  difficulty  occafioned  by  it,  re- 
fpeftively  figned  their  parole.  He  even  pledged  hiinfelf,  that 
his  officers  would  flill  join  with  him  in  hgning  any  inftrument 
that  might  be  thought  necelfary  for  confirming  or  renewing  the 
validity  of  the  convention;  but  it  was  to  no  purpofe.  Con- 
grefs have  been  unalterable:  and  the  detention  of  the  troops  is 
now  fettled. 

On  the  ninth  of  January,  the  MafTachufetts  general  court 
permitted  Dr.  Benjamin  Church,  whofe  treachery  had  fubje&ed, 
him  to  a  long  confinement,  to  take  paffage  on  board  a  brigantine 
bound  to  Martinico  *. 

The  American  privateers  and  continental  fhipping  have  taken 
a  large  number  of  veffels  belonging  to  Great-Britain,  and  fent 
them  into  their  own  harbours.  They  have  undoubtedly  taken 
many  others  upon  the  European  coaffs,  that  we  have  not  heard 
of.  We  have  had  accounts  of  feveral ;  and  that  the  coafts^of 
Great-Britain  and  Ireland  have  been  infulted  by  them,  in  a  man- 
ner never  before  ventured  upon  by  your  hardiell  enemies :  fo  as 
to  produce  the  appointment  of  a  convoy  (for  the  firft  time  ever 

known)  to  protecl;  the  linen  fhips  from  Dublin  and  Newry. 

We  learn  alio  that  the  general  Mifflin  privateer,  after  making 
repeated  captures,  arrived  at  Breft,  and  fakited  the  French  ad- 
miral, who  returned  the  falute  in  form,  as  to  the  veflel  of  a  fo- 
vereign  independent  flate.  We  are  likewife  told,  that  though 
lord  Stormont,  on  his  threatening  to  return  immediately  to 
Gicat-Biiiain,  unlefs  fatisfaction  was  given,  obtained  an  order 
requiring  not  only  all  American  privateers,  but  their  prizes,  to 
leave  the  French  ports,  the  fame  is  evaded.  However,  his 
majefty's  velfels  on  the  American  ftation,  have  not  been  idle; 
for  they  have  captured  very  confiderable  en  thefe  coafls  and  the 
Weft-Indies.  Their  captures,  indeed,  are  generally  not  of  much 
value  fingly,  yet  they  have  furnilhed,  at  times,  fome  rich  prizes, 
and  in  the  aggregate  have  been  of  great  amount.  But  the  ba- 
lance  of  property  will  moft  certainly  be  in  favor  01  the  Ameri- 
cans. The  continental  frigate  Hancock,  of  thirty-two  guns, 
rnoilly  twelve  pounders,  commanded  by  capt.  Manly,  was  taken 

*  ihe  neyer   reached   her    port,    and  has  never   been  foard  of   fince 
.  failing. 

on 
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on  the  8th  of  July,  by  Sir  George  Collier,  of  his  majeffy's  (hip 
the  Rainbow. 

Sir  George,  in  company  with  the  Viftor  brig,  difcovered  three 
fail  in  the  morning  of  the  fixth.  He  chaced  with  all  the  fail  he 
could  crowd :  but  obferving  the  next  day  that  they  fleered  differ- 
ent courfes,  about  two  in  the  afternoon  he  tacked  after  the  Han- 
cock, which  appeared  the  largeft  fhip.  She  feemed  at  firft  rather 
to  out  fail  the  Rainbow :  but  Manly  endeavouring  to  make  his 
fhip  fail  better,  ftarted  all  his  water  forward,  and  fo  put  her  out 
of  trim.  At  half  paft  eight  the  next  morning,  Sir  George  hailed 
her,  and  let  the  men  know,  that  if  they  expected  quarters,  they 
muft  ftrike  immediately.  Manly  endeavoured  to  avail  himfelf 
of  a  frefh  breeze  ju ft  fpringing  up,  Sir  George  therefore  fired 
into  him,  on  which  he  ftruck  after  a  chace  of  thirty  nine  hours. 
He  had  lately  taken  the  Fox  of  twenty-eight  guns  on  the  banks 
of  Newfoundland  ;  which  was  one  of  the  three  fail,  and  being 
difcovered  by  the  Flora  on  the  feventh,  was  chaced  till  re-taken. 
The  third  was  the  Bofton  continental  frigate  of  thirty  guns, 
commanded  by  capt.  M'Neal,  which  efcaped.  The  public  are 
not  fatisfied  with  the  condufcl  of  the  latter,  imagining  that  if  he 
had  not  left  his  confort,  and  that  if  both  had  behaved  well,  nei- 
ther would  have  been  captured.  The  Hancock's  compliment  was 
290  men,  near  as  many  as  the  Rainbow's. 

On  the  firft  of  December,  the  fhip  Flamand,  capt.  Landais, 
arrived  at  Portfmouth  from  Marfeilles.  Air.  John  Baptifte  La- 
zarus Theveneau  de  Francey  is  come  fupercargo  and  agent  for  the 
houfe  of  Roderique  Hortales  and  company,  alias  Mr.  Pierre  Au- 
guftin  Caron  de  Beaumarchais.  The  fhip  has  brought  48  pieces 
of  brafs  cannon,  four  pounders,  with  carriages  complete — 19 
nine  inch  mortars — 2,§oo  bombs,  nine  inches — 2000  four  pound 
balls — a  quantity  of  intrenching  tools — 3000  fufees — 11 10  of 
another  quality  for  dragoons — about  18,000  pounds  of  gunpow- 
der— and  61,051  of  brimftone. 

The  continent  it  looking  out  for  important  news  from 
France. 


LETTER 
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L    E     T    T    E    R       X. 

Roxbury,  June  1,   1778. 

TH  E  hint  you  have  received  of  a  defigrt  to  remove  general 
Washington  from  the  command  of  the  American  army, 
will  have  made  you  defirous  of  knowing  more  of  that  bufinefs  : 
let  it  then  be  firft  related.  The  general,  being  applied  to  by  one 
of  his  correfpondents,  anfwered  from  Valley  forge  January  the 
23d,  1778 — "  Whether  a  ferious  defign  of  placing  general  Lee 
(before  captivation)  at  the  head  of  the  army,  had  ever  entered 
into  the  head  of  a  member  of  congrefs  or  not,  I  never  was  at  the 
trouble  of  enquiring.  I  am  told  a  fcheme  of  that  kind  is  now  on 
foot  by  fome,  in  behalf  of  another  gentleman — whether  true  or 
falfe — ferious  or  merely  to  try  the  pulfe — I  neither  know  nor 
care.  Neither  interefled,  nor  ambitious  views,  led  me  into  the 
fervice.  I  did  not  folicit  the  command  ;  but  accepted  it  after 
much  entreaty,  with  all  that  diffidence,  which  a  confeious  want 
of  ability  and  experience,  equal  to  the  difcharge  of  fo  important 
atruft,  muft  naturally  excite  in  a  mind  not  quite  devoid  of  thought : 
and  after  I  did  engage,  purfued  the  great  line  of  my  duty,  and 
the  obje£f.  in  view  (as  far  as  my  judgment  could  direct)  as  point- 
edly as  the  needle  to  the  pole.  So  foon  as  the  public  gets  diffa- 
tisfied  with  my  fervices,  or  a  perfon  is  found  better  qualified  to 
anfwer  her  expectation,  I  (hall  quit  the  helm  with  as  much  plea- 
fure,  and  retire  to  a  private  ftation  with  as  much  content,  as  ever 
the  wearied  pilgrim  felt  upon  his  fafe  arrival  at  the  holy  land,  or 
haven  of  hope  ;  and  fhall  wifh  moil  devoutly,  that  thofe  who 
come  after  may  meet  with  more  profperous  gales  than  I  have 
done,  and  lefs  difficulty.  If  the  expectation  of  the  public  has  not 
been  anfwered  by  my  endeavours,  I  have  more  reafons  than  one 
to  regret  it ;  but  at  prefent  I  fhall  only  add,  that  a  day  may  come, 
when  the  public  caufe  is  no  longer  to  be  benefitted  by  a  conceal- 
ment of  our  circumftanccs,  and  till  this  period  arrives,  I  fhall  not 
be  among  the  firft  to  difclofe  fuch  truths  as  may  injure  it,  how- 
ever my  character  in  the  mean  while  may  fuffer."  On  the  15th 
of  February  he  had  occafion  for  writing — "  I  can  affure  you,  that 
no  perfon  ever  heard  me  drop  an  expreffion  that  had  a  tendency 
to  refignation.  The  fame  principles  that  led  me  to  embark  in  the 
oppofition  to  the  arbitrary  claims  of  Great-Britain,  operate  with 
additional  force  at  this  day  ;  nor  is  it  my  defne  to  withdraw  my 
fervices,  while  they  are  confidered  of  importance  in  the  prefent 
conteft.  But  to  report  a  defign  of  this  kind,  is  among  the  arts 
which  thofe,  who  are  endeavouring  to  effecf  a  change,  are  prac- 

tifing 
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tifing  to  bring  it  to  pafs.  There  is  not  an  officer  in  the  fervice 
of  the  United  States,  that  would  return  to  the  fvveets  of  domeftic 
life  with  more  heartfelt  joy  than  I  fhould,  but  I  mean  not  to 
Ihrink  in  the  caufe.  The  defign  is  not  onlv  feen  through  but  re- 
probated."  On  the  20th,  Patiick  Kenry,  efq;  governor  of  Vir- 
ginia, forwarded  an  anonymous  letter  winch  had  been  fent  him, 
to  the  general,  and  added — "  There  may  be  fome  fcheme  or  par- 
ty forming  to  your  prejudice.  The  enclofed  leads  to  a  fufpicion. 
Believe  me,  Sir,  I  have  too  high  a  fenfe  of  the  obligations  Ame- 
rica has  to  you,  to  abet  or  counten?nce  fo  unworthy  a  proceed- 
ing. I  really  think,  your  perfonai  welfare,  and  the  happinefs  of 
America  are  intimately  connected."  The  anonymous  letter  was 
dated — York-Town,  January  12,  1778.  It  begins  with  highly 
complimenting  Mr.  Henry,  and  then  proceeds  to  fketch  out  a 
difmal  picture,  and  to  hint  at  the  remedy — "  America  can  be  onlv 
undone  by  herfelf.  Her  reprefentation  in  congrefs  is  dwindled 
to  only  twenty-one  members — her  Adams — her  Wilfon — her 
Henry,  are  no  more  among  them.  Her  counfels,  weak — and 
partial  remedies  applied  conftantlv  for  univerfal  difcafes.  Her 
army,  what  is  it  ?  a  mob.  Difcipline  unknown  or  wholly  ne- 
glected : — The  quarter-mailers  and  commiffioners   departments 

filled  with  idlenefs,  ignorance  and  peculation  : Our  hofpitals 

crowded  with  fix  thoufand  fick,  and  more  dying  in  one  month 
than  perifhed  in  the  field  during  the  whole  of  the  lafl  campaign  : 
—The  country  diffracted  with  the  Don  Ouixotte  attempts  to  re- 
gulate the  price  of  provifions  . — An  artificial  famine  created  by 
it,  and  a  real  one  dreaded  from  it.  The  northern  army  has  fhown 
what  Americans  are  capable  of  with  a  general  at  their  head.  The 
fouthern  army  is  no  wavs  inferior. — A  Gates,  a  Lee,  or  a  Con- 
way would  in  a  few  weeks  render  them  an  irrefillible  body  of 
men.1'  The  laft,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  a  friend  fays,  "  A  great  and 
good  God  hath  decreed  America  to  be  free — or  the — and  weak 
counfellors  would  Hive  ruined  her  long  ago.  You  may  reft  af- 
fured  of  each  of  the  facts  related  in  this  letter."  When  Conway 
had  recovered  his  original  letter,  which  was  written  in  October, 
he  faid  to  gen.  Wafhmgton,  in  one  of  January  the  27th, — "  I 
find,  with  great  fatisfaftion,  that  the  paragraph  fo  much  fpoken 
of  does  not  exift  in  faid  letter,  nor  any  thing  like  it.  I  muif  de- 
pend upon  your  juftice,  candor  and  generofity,  for  putting  a  ltop 
to  this  forgery."  Had  he  fent  the  letter  itfelf,  the  conviction  of 
the  forgery  might  have  been  deemed  much  ftronger ;  whereas 
many  will  doubt  whether  there  was  a  forgery,  upon  being  told 
that  one  of  his  warmeft  friends  quoted  the  paragraph  as  authentic 
fo  early  as  Oftober  the  21ft.  Periodical  letters  were  publifhed 
and  circulated  in  the  continental  newfoapers,  under  the  fignat Lire 

of 
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of  De  Lille,  and  the  pretence  of  being  tranflations- from  the 
French,  artfully  calculated  to  promote  the  defign  again  ft  Wafh- 
ington,  by  infi'nuating  into  the  mind  of  the  reader,  ideas  tending 
to  leffen  him  in  the  eves  of  the  public.  The  ^fciter  of  the  pre- 
ceding anonymous  letter  is  fuppofed  to  be  th#$|iuthor  of  them. 
The  defign  has  not  fucceeded.  The  general  has  had  too  great  a 
fhare  of  the  people's  confidence  and  affeftion,  to  admit  of  an  open 
attempt  to  remove  him.  Several  members  of  congrefs  were  en- 
gaged in  the  bufinefs — fome  of  the  Maffachufetts  delegates — par- 
ticularly Mr.  Samuel  Adams.  The  army  was  fo  confident  of  it, 
and  fo  cnarged,  that  perfons  were  ftationed  to  watch  him,  as  he 
approached  the  camp  on  his  return  home.  But  he  is  commonly 
poireffed  of  good  intelligence,  and  was  careful  to  keep  at  a  fafe 
di  fiance.  Had  he  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  officers  when  in 
that  paroxifm  of  refentment,  they  would  probably  have  handled 
liim  (o  as  to  have  endangered  his  life,  and  tarniihed  their  own 
honour. 

The  plan  feems  to  have  been  this — To  engage  the  Maffachu- 
fetts affembly  and  Virginia  houfe  of  burgelfes,  to  give  inftrucli- 
ons  to  their  delegates  in  congrefs,  to  move  for  an  enquiry  into 
the  caufes  of  the  ill  fuccefs  attending  the  campaign  of  1776; 
and  then  to  contrive  that  fuch  refolves  mould  be  given  into,  as 
would  either  remove  the  general  or  produce  his  refignation. 
Mean  while  the  names  of  Gates  and  Mifflin  were  held  up,  and 
played  off  to  ripen  the  meafure.  But  the  anonymous  attempt  up- 
on the  governor  of  Virginia  was  reprobaied  by  him ;  and  the 
Maflachufetts  alfembly  was  not  in  a  temper  to  admit  of  the  trial 
to  infnare  them.  As  to  generals  Gates  and  Mifdin,  they  have  clear- 
ed themfelves  from  having  any  defign  of  removing  the  commander 
in  chief.  The  former  has  written  to  an  intimate  correfpfcndent 
— "  York-Town,  4th  April,  1778.  Dear  Sir,  Lafl  night  I  re- 
ceived your  affectionate  letter  of  the  16th  lull,  that  of  the  25th 
of  February  came  to  hand  a  few  days  before"  Your  remarks  up- 
on the  works  and  defences  of  your  capital  city,  are  juft ;  and  I 
am  convinced  the  town  is  loft  in  a  very  few  hours  after  they  are 
attacked.  I  have  daily  and  weekly  been  telling  your,  and  the 
other  eaftern  delegates,  that  not  only  the  metropolis,  but  the 
whole  coafls  of  New-England  were,  in  my  opinion,  the  grand 
objeci  of  the  enemy's  refentment,  for  the  enfuing  campaign  : 
they  were  a  parcel  of  blundering  blockheads,  not  to  make  that 
their  objeci;  the  lafl  year.  I  think  they  might  then  have  united 
their  whole  force,  and  have  made  a  much  more  honorable  end 
of  their  fummer's  work  than  it  pleafed  heaven  to  give  them. — I 
find  by  your  letters,  that  Boflon,  as  well  as  this  part  of  the 
continent,  is  infecled  bv  incendiaries  who  endeavour,  by  eve- 
Vol.  II.  S  s  ry 
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ry  villainous  art,  to  imprefs  a  belief — That  gen.  Mifflin  and  my- 
felf,  are  in  a  league,  with  other  defigning  and  ambitious  fpirits, 
to  fuperfede  gen.  Wafhington.  Nothing  can  be  more  wicked, 
nothing  more  falfe  than  this  diabolical  calumny.  Gen.  Mifflin, 
to  whom  I  made  known  the  induflry  of  his  enemies  and  mine, 
and  the  tricks  of  their  emiflaries,  writes  to  you  by  this  convey- 
ance. You  know  his  honor,  merit,  and  fervices  to  the  pub- 
lic ;  you  alfo  know,  that  whenever  I  have  been  called  forth,  I 
have  done  my  befl  for  the  eflablifhment  of  independence  and 
peace  :  is  it  generous  therefore,  that  we  two  fhould  be  felecled 
for  a  facrifice  to  a  junto  ?  For  my  part  I  folemnly  declare,  I  ne- 
ver was  engaged  in  any  plan  or  plot  for  the  removal  of  gen.  Wafh- 
ington *,  nor  do  I  believe  any  fuch  plot  ever  exifted — fo  help  me, 
— Your's  moft  truly." 

You  may  credit  Gates's  not  believing  fuch  plot:  but  you  muft 

believe  differently.     The  flile  of  gen.  Mifflin's  letter  was . 

"  Dear  Mr. Audi  ct  alteram  partem.     I    declare  to  you, 

with  the  greatefl  fincerity  and  folemnity,  that  I  never  formed  a 
plan  or  a  party  to  injure  general  Wafhington's  command. — I 
never  defired  to  have  any  perfon  whomfoever  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  American  army  from  him  ;  nor  have  I  faid,  or  done 
any  thing,  of,  or  refpe&ing  him,  which  the  public  fervice  did 
not  require;  and  which  I  would  not  have  faid,  with  great  free- 
dom to  you  as  his  friend,  and  as  a  friend  to  American  Indepen- 
dency. I  never  afpired  in  thought,  to  the  command  of  the  army, 
and  always  would  have  deprecated  the  idea  as  improper  and  dan- 
gerous to  myfelf  and  to  America  had  that  idea  occured,  which  it 
never  did  to  me — I  hope  to  fee  you  before  long — I  moft  ardent- 
ly wifh  it — and  I  pledge  myfelf  to  you  and  my  country,  that  I 
can  and  will  juflify  my  character  of  a  patriot  in  all  points  to  your 
fatisfaclion."  This  difagreeable  relation  will  finifh  with  a  para- 
graph from  gen.  Wafhington's  letter  of  March  the  28th. 

"  My  caution  to  avoid  every  thing  that  could  injure  the  fervice, 
prevented  me  from  communicating,  but  to  a  very  few  of  my 
friends,  the  intrigues  of  a  faction,  which  I  know  was  formed 
againft  me,  fince  it  might  ferve  to  publifh  our  internal  diffenfi- 
ons:  but  their  own  refllefs  zeal  to  advance  their  views  has 
too  clearly  betrayed  them,  and  made  concealment  on  my  part 
fruitlefs." 

Let  us  pafs  on  to  another  event,  which  has  the  appearance  of 
being  related  to  fome  plot.  On  Monday,  January  the  12th,  the 
prefident  laid  before  congrefs  a  packet  containing  blank  papers 

*  When  gen  Gates's  letters  were  examined  by  me  at  his  feit  in  Vir- 
ginia, the  latter  end  cf  1781,  there  was  not  a  fingle  paragraph  to  be 
met  with,  that  contained  Hny  intimation  of  his  being  concerned  in  l'uch 
a  ]  Ian. 
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which  lie  received  the  day  before'  from  capt.  John  Folger,  who 
was  fent  by  the   commiflioners  at  Paris  with  difpatches  to  con- 
grefs.     Mr.  Folger  was  ordered  to  be  confined  in  clofe  prifon; 
but  in  the  beginning  of  May,  the  committee  who  were  appointed 
to  examine  into   his  conduct  reported,  M  That  they  have  made 
as  full  an  examination    into  that  bufinefs    as  the  evidence  they 
wore  able  to  obtain  would  permit,  and  on  the  whole  have  no  proof 
of  any  guilt  in   Mr.  Folger;"  whereupon   the  captain  has  been 
permitted  to  go    home,  and  has  had  all  his  expences  paid  him. — 
The  committee  fufpeft  there   has  been  foul  play  fomewhere. — 
They  have  taken  off  the   feal  from  the   packet,  and   fent  it  back 
to  Paris,  to  be  examined  by   the  original  impreffion,  that  they 
may  fee  if  the  fraud  can  be  detected  by  that  mean.    What  makes 
the  affair  more  myfterious   is,  that  the  other  difpatches  brought 
by  the  captain,  contained  Hate  papers  directed  for  the  late  prefi- 
dent  Mr.  Hancock,  and  had  no  appearance  of  having  been  fearch- 
ed.     Time  muff  produce  an    explanation  of  this  dark  bufinefs : 
which  has  been  rendered  the  more  fufpicious  by   the  arrival  of 
Mr.  Francey  with  a   letter  from  Mr.  Deane   only,  dated  Paris,' 
September  the   10th,   1777,  recommending  him  as  Mr.  Beau- 
marchais'  agent,  and  prefling  the  execution  of  the  bufinefs  which 
he  came  upon.     The  committee  for  foreign  affairs,  in  their  firft 
letter  to  the  commiflioners  after  his  arrival,  faid,  "  We  think  it 
flrange  that   the  commiflioners    did  not  jointly    write   by   Mr. 
Francev,  confidering  the  very  important  defigns  of  his  coming 
over,  viz.   to  fettle  the  mode  of  payment  for   the  pafl  cargoes, 
fent  by  Rodcrique  Hortales  and  Co.  [alias  Mr.  BeaumarchaisJ 
and  to  make  contracts  for  future.  It  is  certain,  that  much  eclair- 
ciffement  is,  at  this  late  moment,  wanting."     Mr.  Francey  from 
time  to  time   fent  to  the   committee  of  commerce,  letters   upon 
the  bufinefs  with  which  he  was  intruflcd,  which  were  reported  to 
congrefs  for  their  confideration.     After  being  before  them  once 
and  again,  Mr.  Francey,  as   agent  for  Roderique  Hortales  and 
company,  fettled  his  contract  wiih  them,  on  the   8th  of   April. 
By  that  contract  it  was  ffipulated  among  other  articles,  that  the 
•  cofts  of  the  fevcral  cargoes  already  fliipped  by  the  faid  companv, 
were  to  be  fairly  ftated  at  the  current  prices  and  ufual  mercantile 
charges  in  France,  of  the  dates  at  which  they  were  fhipped. 
Let  us  for  a  while  employ  ourfelves  about  military  concerns. 
[Jan.   1.  1778. J     The  condition  of  the  armv  at  Valley-forge, 
was  far  from  being  the  mofl  eligible  or  rcfpectable:  and  in  cafe 
the  enemy  had  come  out   of  Philadelphia,  and   made  a  general 
pufn,  would  have  been  exceeding  hazardous.     Gen.  Warning- 
ton  was  compelled  by  neceffity  to  employ  the  troops  in  making 
feizures;     which    excited  the  greateft     uneafinefs   imaginable 
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among  their  beft  and  warmeft  friends,  befide  fpreading  difaffeftU 
on  among  the  people.  He  ever  regrets  being  forced  upon  fuciv 
a  meafure,  and  confiders  it  among  his  worft  misfortunes ;  as  it 
not  only  occafions  a  dreadful  alarm,  but  never  fails,  even  in  ve- 
teran armies,  under  the  molt  rigid  and  exafct  difcipline,  to  raife 
in  the  foldiery  adifpofition  to  licentioufnefs,  plunder  and  robbery. 
The  relief  obtained  was  of  no  long  continuance. 

He  thus  defer ibed  the  diitrefles  of  the  army  on  the  16th  of 
February — "  For  fome  days  pail  there  has  been  little  lefs  than  a 
farnine  in  camp.  Naked  and  ftarving  as  they  are,  we  cannot 
enough  admire  the  incomparable  patience  and  fidelity  of  the  fol- 
diery, that  they  have  not,  ere  this,  been  excited  by  their  fuffer-. 
ings  to  a  general  mutiny  and  difperfion.  This  is  the  fecond  time  in 
the  prefent  year,  that  we  have  been  upon  the  verge  of  a  diffolu- 
tion  for  want  of  provifion."  As  to  clothing,  "  he  was  continu- 
ally tantalized  with  accounts  from  all  quarters,  of  the  prodigious 
quantity  that  was  purchafed  and  forwarded  for  the  life  of  the  ar- 
my, while  none  reached  them,  or  fo  badly  forted  as  to  be  totally 
ufelefs.  The  poor  foldier  had  a  pair  of  {lockings  given  him 
without  moes,  or  a  waiftcoat  without  a  coat  or  blanket  to  his 
back ;  and  thus  he  derived  little  benefit  from  what  he  received. — 
Perhaps  bymidfummer  he  may  receive  thick  ftockings,  fhoesand. 
blankets,  which  he  will  contrive  to  get  rid  of  in  the  mofl  expedi- 
tious manner.  In  this  way,  by  an  eternal  round  of  the  molt  If  Li- 
pid management,  the  public  treafure  is  expended  to  no  kind  of 
purpofe,  while  the  men  have  been  left  to  perifh  by  inches  with, 
cold  and  nakednefs.:' 

Upon  a  full  conviction  that  the  falvation  of  the  caufe  depend-, 
ed  on  making  provifion  for  the  half  pay  of  the  officers,  the  gene- 
lal  communicated  his  thoughts  to  fome  of  the  congiefs  in  the  fol- 
lowing words — "  With  far  the  greatefl  part  of  mankind,  inte- 
reft  is  the  governing  principle.  Almoft  every  man  is  more  or 
lefs  under  its  influence.  Motives  of  public  virtue  may,  for  a 
time,  or  in  particular  inflances,  acluate  men  to  the  obfervanco 
cf  a  conduft  purely  clifinterefied  ;  but  they  are  not  of  themfdves 
fuKicient  to  produce  aperfevering  conformity,  to'the  refined  die- 
t,;;cs  and  obligations  of  focial  duty.  We  find  it  exemplified  in 
the  American  officers  as  well  as  in  all  other  men.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  thedifpuie,  in  the  firft  effufions  of  their  zeal,  and 
looking  upon  that  fervice  to  be  only  temporary,  they  entered  in- 
to it  without  paying  any  regard  to  pecuniary  or  felfifh  confidera- 
:  but  finding  its  duration  to  be  much  longer  than  they  at 
fn  ft  fufpe&ed,  that  inftead  of  deriving  any  advantage  from  the 
hardfhips  and  dangers  to  which  they  were  expofed,  the}'  on  the 
contrary  were  lofers  by  their  patriotifm,  and  fell  far  fhort  of  a 
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competency  to  fupply  their  wants,  they  have  gradually  abated  in 
their  ardor  ;  and  with  many,  an  entire  difinclination  to  the  fervice 
under  its  prefent  circumftances  has  taken  place. — When  an  offi- 
cer's commiflion  is  valuable  to  him,  and  he  fears  to  lofe  it,  you 
may  then  exact  obedience  from  him.  It  is  not  indeed  confident 
with  reafon  or  juflice,  to  expecl  that  onefet  of  men  fhould  make  a 
facrifice  of  property,  domeltic  eafe  and  happinefs,  and  encounter 
the  rigors  of  the  field,  the  perils  and  viciilitudes  of  war,  to  ob- 
tain thofe  bleflings  which  every  citizen  will  enjoy  in  common 
with  them,  without  fome  adequate  compenfation.  It  muff  alfo 
be  a  comfortlefs  reflection  to  any  man,  that  after  he  may  have 
contributed  to  fecuring  the  rights  of  his  country,  by  the  rifk  of 
his  life  and  the  ruin  of  his  fortune,  there  will  be  no  provifion 
made  for  preventing  himfelf  and  family  from  finking  into  indi- 
gence and  wretchednefs.  Nothing  would  ferve  more  fully  to 
re-animate  their  languifhing  zeal,  and  intereft  them  thoroughly  in 
the  fervice,  than  a  half  pay  and  penfionary  eftablifhment."  The 
general  fupported  his  interpofition  in  behalf  of  the  officers,  by  a 
fecondletter  of  April  the  21ft — "  Men  may  fpeculateas  they  will; 
they  may  talk  of  patriotifm ;  they  may  draw  a  few  examples  from 
ancient  ftory  of  great  atchievements  performed  by  its  influence, 
but  whoever  builds  upon  it,  as  a  fufficient  bafis  for  conducting  a 

long  and  bloody  war,  will  find  himfelf  deceived  in  the  end. • 

We  muft  take  the  pafiions  of  men  as  nature  has  given  them,  and 
thofe  principles  as  a  guide  which  are  generally  the  rule  of  action. 
I  do  not  mean  to  exclude  altogether  the  idea  of  patriotifm.  I 
know  it  exifls,  and  I  know  it  has  done  much  in  the  prefent  con- 
teft :  but  I  will  venture  to  affert,  that  a  great  and  lading  war  can 
never  be  fupported  on  this  principle  alone.  It  muft  be  aided  by 
a  profpect  of  intereft  or  fome  reward.  For  a  time  it  may  of  itfelf 
pulh  men  to  a£fion,  to  bear  much,  to  encounter  difficulties,  but 
it  will  not  endure  unaffifted  by  intereft. — without  arrogance,  or 
thefmalleft  deviation  from  truth,  it  may  be  faid,  that  no  hi  ftory 
now  extant,  can  furnifh  an  inftance  of  an  army's  fuffering  fuch 
uncommon  hardfhips  as  our  has  done,  and  bearing  them  with 
the  fame  patience  and  fortitude.  To  fee  men  without  clothes 
to  cover  their  nakednefs,  without  blankets  to  lie  on,  without 
(hoes,  (fo  that  their  marches  might  be  traced  bv  the  blood  from 
their  feet)  and  ahnoft  as  often  without  provifion  as  with,  march- 
ing through  froft  and  fnow,  and  at  Chriftmas  taking  up  their 
winter  quarters  within  a  day's  march  of  the  enemy,  without  a 
houfe  or  hut  to  cover  them,  till  they  could  be  built,  and  fub- 
muting  to  it  without  a  murmur,  is  a  mark  of  patience  and  obe- 
dience, which,  in  my   opinion,  can  fcarce  be  paralleled." . 

"Within  a  week  after,   congrefs  refolved  that  there  mould  be  a 
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provifion  of  half  pay  for  the  life  of  the  officers;  but  then  they 
further  refolved,  "  that  nothing  contained  in  the  foregoing  re- 
folutien  fhall  be  conftrued  to  extend  to  prevent  the  United  States 
from  redeeming,  at  any  time,  the  half  pay  of  fuch  officers  as 
they  judge  proper,  by  paying  them  a  fum  equal  to  fix  years 
half  pay."  But  before  thefe  refolves  were  pafled,  between  two 
and  three  hundred  officers  had  refigned  their  commiffions  reckon- 
ing from  laft  Auguft. 

General  Wafhington  being  defirous  of  effecting  an  exchange 
of  prifoners,  wrote  to  congrefs,  on  the  7th  of  March — "  It  may 
be  thought  contrary  to  our  intereft  to  go  into  an  exchange,  as 
the  enemy  would  derive  more  immediate  advantage  from  it  than 
we  fhould  :  but  on  principles  of  genuine  extenhve  policy,  inde- 
pendent of  the  confideration  of  compaffion  and  juftice,  we  are 
under  an  obligation  not  to  elude  it.  An  event  of  this  kind  is 
the  general  with  of  the  country.  I  know  it  to  be  the  wifh  of  the 
army,  and  it  mull  be  the  ardent  wifh  of  the  unhappy  fufferers 
themfelves.  Should  the  exchange  be  deferred,  till  the  terms  of 
the  laft  refolve  of  congrefs  on  the  fubjefct  are  fulfilled,  it  will  be 
difficult  to  prevent  our  being  generally  accufed  with  a  breach  of 
good  faith.  Speculative  minds  may  confider  all  our  profeffions 
as  mere  profeffions,  or  at  beft,  that  intereft  and  policy  are  to  be 
the  only  arbiters  of  their  validity.  I  cannot  doubt  that  congrefs, 
in  prefervation  of  the  public  faith  and  my  perfonal  honor,  will 
remove  all  impediments,  that  now  oppofe  themfelves  to  my  en- 
gagements, and  will  authorize  me,  through  commiffioners,  to 
fettle  as  extenfive  and  competent  a  cartel  as  may  appear  advan- 
tageous and  neceffary,  any  refolutions  heretofore  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding."  Congrefs  in  a  few  days  removed  the  impedi- 
ment, by  refolving  that  he  might  proceed  in  the  exchange  of 
prifoners  without  waiting  for  the  fettlement  and  the  difcharge  of 
their  accounts  :  but  no  cartel  has  been  agreed  upon.  Commif- 
fioners were  appointed  on  both  fides,  and  held  feveral  meetings, 
without  effecting  the  bufinefs.  This  led  congrefs  to  refolve,  on 
the  21ft  of  April — "  That  congrefs  are  fincerely  defirous  of  fet- 
tling a  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prifoners,  on  principles  of  ju- 
ftice, humanity,  and  mutual  advantage,  and  agreeable  to  the 
cuftomarv  rules  and  practice  of  war  among  civilized  nations,  and 
that  they  lament  the  obftacles  raifed  by  gen.  Howe  and  his  com- 
miffionersduring  the  negociations  held  for  this  defirabiepurpofe." 
However,  partial  exchanges  of  individuals  have  taken  place, 
and  will  be  continued.  When  major  Otho  Williams  was  ex- 
changed, he  fent  a  letter  to  American  head  quarters,  relating 
how  the  prifoners  had  been  treated  at  New- York,  and  then 
faid — "  Before  I  conclude,  permit  me  to  acknowledge  to  you 

and 
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and  the  world,  that  I  am  much  obliged  to  Daniel  Chamier,  efq; 
auditor  general,  for  lending  me  money ;  to  doftor  Richard  Hud- 
dlefton  of  the  feventh  Britifh  regiment,  for  feveral  offices  of 
kindnefs  to  myfelf  and  other  priloners,  and  that  I  was  treated 
in  a  very  courteous  genteel  manner  by  major  Ackland  of  the 
twentieth,  for  whom  I  was  exchanged." 

In  January,  congrefs  concluded  upon  a  winter's  irruption  into 
Canada,  and  appointed  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  generals  Con- 
way and  Stark  to  conduftit.  The  two  former  repaired  to  Alba- 
ny, and  were  afterward  joined  by  baron  de  Kalb.  But  in  a  while, 
the  expedition  was  dropt,  for  want  of  men,  money,  clothing, 
fleighs,  provifions  and  forage  :  and  on  the  22d  of  April,  Con- 
way requefted  leave  to  refign  his  commiffion,  which  was  granted. 
Baron  de  Steuben,  who  arrived  the  beginning  of  December, 
with  fundry  letters  of  recommendation  to  congrefs,  and  was  de- 
fired  by  them  to  repair  to  gen.  Wafhington's  quarters,  foon  fuc- 
ceeded  him  as  infpeftor  general.  The  fame  day  Conway's  refig- 
nation  was  acccepted,  on  the  28th  of  April,  Wafhington  wrote 
to  congrefs — "  I  can  be  no  longer  filent  as  to  the  merits  of  baron 
de  Steuben.  I  confider  him  as  an  acquifition  to  the  fervice,  and 
recommend  him  to  the  attention  of  congrefs."  May  the  ,5th, 
it  was  refolved,  "  That  congrefs  approve  gen.  Wafhington's 
plan  for  the  inftitution  of  a  well  organized  infpectorfhip  :  That 
baron  de  Steuben  be  appointed  to  the  office  of  infpeftor  general, 
•with  the  rank  and  pay  of  major  general  ;  his  pay  to  commence 
from  the  time  he  joined  the  army  and  entered  into  the  fervice  of 
the  United  States  :  That  there  be  two  ranks  of  infpectors,  under 
the  direction  of  the  infpector  general,  the  firft  to  fuperintend 
two  or  more  brigades,  and  the  other  to  be  charged  with  the  in- 
fpection  of  one  brigade  :  That  general  Wafhington  be  authori- 
zed to  appoint  fuch  perfonsto  be  infpeftors  and  brigade  infpec- 
tors for  the  main  army,  as  he  fhall  think  beft  qualified  to  execute 
the  feveral  duties  of  thofe  offices."  The  commander  in  chief 
and  the  baron  being  in  perfect  unifon,  the  difcipline  of  the  army 
has  been  mightily  improved,  and  the  exercife  of  the  battalions 
has  become  uniform.  In  order  to  eflablifh  thefe  points,  the 
officers  were  formed  into  a  body,  and  when  completely  exerci- 
fed  and  inft.ruct.ed,  were  put  upon  doing  the  like  by  their  men. 
When  the  baron  manoeuvred  the  battalions,  the  brigades,  the 
divifions,  or  the  army,  he  explained  matters  to  the  refpeclive 
commanding  officers,  and  taught  them  to  understand  the  mean- 
ing and  intention  of  the  various  movements.  The  office  of  in- 
fpettor  general  was  one  of  the  regulations  in  view  for  the  reform 
of  the  army,  fome  time  before  Conway's  appointment  :  and  the 
foreign  officers,  who  had  no  commiflions,  and  no  commands, 

and 
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and  who  were  of  ability,  were  to  have  been  recommended,   and 
particularly  baron  D'Arendt,  with  whom  the  idea  originated. 

The  fufferings  of  the  army  for  want  of  provifion,  led  con- 
grefs to  think  at  length  of  changing  the  commiffary  general  ;  they 
therefore  directed  the  prefident  to  write  to  col.  Jeremiah  Wadf- 
worth  of  Connecticut,  requefting  his  attendance  on  matters  of 
confequence.  When  informed  of  his  arrival,  they  appointed  a 
committee  of  four  to  confer  with  him,  and  inquire  whether  he 
would  undertake  the  office  of  commiffary  general  of  purchafes. 
The  colonel  was  not  a  flranger  to  the  nature  of  the  bufinefs,  nor 
the  way  in  which  it  was  neceffary  to  conducl  it,  for  the  fervice 
of  the  army.  He  confidered  the  matter  thoroughly  ;  laid  his 
own  plan  ;  and  informed  the  committee  upon  what  terms  he 
would  undertake  the  conducting  of  that  department :  from  thefe 
he  would  not  recede.  He  would  not  be  tied  up  by  any  regulat- 
ing atls,  but  would  be  left  at  liberty  to  purchafe  as  he  was  able. 
After  repeated  conferences,  "  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  electi- 
on of  a  commiffary  general  of  purchafes, and  the  ballots  being  taken, 
Jeremiah  Wadfworth,  efq;  was  unanimoufly  elected,"  on  the  9th  of 
April.  In  five  days  more,  upon  therefumption  of  the  confideration 
of  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  him,  they 
refolved,  "  That  the  commiffary  general  of  purchafes  have 
full  power  to  appoint  and  remove  every  officer  in  his  depart- 
ment :"  which  was  followed  by  various  other  resolutions,  and 
clofed  with  one  declaring,  "  That  all  former  regulations  of  con- 
grefs, relative  to  the  department  of  the  commiffary  general  of 
purchafes,  which  interfere  with  the  foregoing  refolutions,  be 
repealed."  Thus  they  abandoned  that  plan,  which  induced 
their  firft  commifTary  general,  col.  Jofeph  Trumbull,  to  quit  the 
department;  and  in  its  operation,  had  nearly  deftroyed  their 
army. 

Congrefs  began  the  yf  ar  with  authorifing  a  committee  to  take 
every  neceffary  meafure  for  the  immediate  relief  of  the  fick  fol- 
diers,  and  to  report  whatever  alteration  in  the  medical  depart- 
ment might  be  requifite.  They  fcon  after  recommended  it  to  the 
clergy  of  all  denominations  in  the  middle  diflricf ,  to  folicit  charita- 
ble donations  of  woollens  and  linens,  made  and  unmade,  for  the 
fervice  of  the  fick  ;  many  of  whom  were  loft  for  want  of  thefe 
articles.  They  alfo  ordered  doftor  Shippen,  the  director  general 
of  the  hofpitals,  and  doftor  Rufh,  phyficiau  general  of  the  mid- 
dle diftritt,  to  attend  them  on  the  26th  of  January.  A  committee 
of  five  upon  their  arrival  was  chofen  to  fend  for,  and  to  hear 
them,  and  to  report  fpecialiy.  The  afternoon  of  the  27th,  and 
the  next  morning,  were  fpent  in  that  fervice.  A  gentleman,  who 
could  not  but  know  what  pafltd,  wrote  on  the  sSth — "  Doctor 
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R fays  in  a  letter,  "  that  one  half  of  the foldiers  that  died  lajl 

year  perifhed  by  the  prefent  medical  ejlabliflunent. A  fhocking 

black  pi£ture  indeed  doftor  Rulh  painted — but  by  all  accounts  it 
is  a  juft  one.     It  is  a  very  melancholy  reflection,  that  buildings 
ereeled  for  the  relief  and  comfort  of  the  fick  and  wounded,  mould 
become  tombs  to  them.     A  bad  fyflem  and  a  bad  adminiftration, 
have  produced  great  mifchiefs  in  the  hofpital.     Peculation  and 
embezzlement  of  ftores,  prevail  as  much  in  this  department  as  ia 
others.     I  do  not  alledge    thefe  things    without   authority    or 
proof.     They  are  facls  too   well  authenticated."     Another,  in 
his  correfpondence,  expreffed  himfelf  thus  upon  matters — "The 
zvealth  of  worlds  could  not  fupport  the  expence  of  the  medical 
department  alone,  above  two  or  three  years.     There  is  but  one 
right  fyflem  for  a  military  hofpital,  and  that  is  the  one  made  ufe 
of  by  the  Britifh  armv.     That  would  fave  half  a  million  a  year 
to  the  continent,  and,  what  is  more,  would  produce  perfect  fa- 
tisfa&ion  and  happinefs."     On   the  30th,  Dr.   Rufh  requefted 
leave  to  refign,  which  was  accepted.     Congrefs,  on  the  6th  of 
February,  came  to  various  refolutions,  upon  the  report  of  the  firffc 
committee,  for  the  better  regulating  the  hofpitals  of  the   United 
States.     On  the  25th,  Dr.  Rufh  fent  a  letter  from  Princeton  to 
gen.  Wafhington,  containing  a  well-attefted  certificate  from  Beth- 
lehem, fetting  forth,  that  the  wine  allowed  the  hofpital  was  fo 
adulterated  as  to  have  none  of  the  qualities  of  Madeira — that  none 
of  the  patients  under  the  care  of  the  figners  eat  of  venifon,  poul- 
try, and  wild  fowl,  (unlefs  purchafed  by  themfelves)  and  that  large 
quantities  were  purchafed  by  the  director  general — that  the  direc- 
tor entered  the  hofpital  but  once  during  fix  weeks  refidence  in 
Bethlehem,  though  the  utmoft  diftrefs  and  mortality  prevailed — > 
that  the  fick  were  too  much  crowded,  and  wanted  blankets,  fhirts, 
ftraw,  and  other  neceffaries — that  there  died  in  the  place  two  hun- 
dred foldiers  (eight-tenths  of  them  by  a  putrid  fever  caught  in  the 
hofpital)  within  three  months.     Dr.  Rufh  mentioned,  that  Dr. 
Shippen,  in  the  height  of  the  mortality,  wrote  to  congrefs — "  No 
fatal  difeafe  prevails  in  the  hofpitals,  very  few  die,  and  the  hof- 
pitals are  in  very  good  order."     He  faid — "  Our  director  general 
was  employed  in  felling  large  quantities  of  Madeira  wine,  brown 
and   loaf  fugar,  &c.  (which  had  been   tranfported  through  the 
country  in  hofpital  waggons,  and  fecured  as  hofpital  ftores)  under 
the  name  of  private  property."  This,  and  another  letter  from  the 
doclor,  were  read  in  congrefs,  the  third  of  April,  when  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  and  directed  to  enquire  into  the  charges  con- 
tained in  the  letters  againft  doclor  Shippen  and  into  his  conducr. 
as  director  general,  and  to  report  fpecially  to  congrefs.     The  di- 

iminution  of  the  army  bv  ficknefs  has  been  very  great  :  and  you 
will  eafilv  conceive  whence  it  was  that  no  more  of  the  fick  re- 
Vol.  II.  T  t  covered. 
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covered.  The  ficknefs  of  the  foldiers,  before  going  to  the  hof- 
pitals,  was  brought  upon  them,  not  altogether  through  the  want 
of  clothes  or  provifion,  but  of  cleanlinefs  in  their  huts  and  in  the 
camp.  Notwithflanding  repeated  pofitive  orders  enjoining  clean- 
linefs, in  fome  places  of  tt^  camp  the  flench  was  intolerable, 
through  the  negleft  or  the  want  of  neceffaries. 

It  has  been  refolved,  that  count  Pulafki  lhall  raife  and  have  the 
command  of  an  independent  corps,  to  confifl  of  68  horfe  and  200 
foot ;  the  horfe  to  be  armed  with  lances,  and  the  foot  equipped 
in  the  manner  of  light  infantry. 

No  mention  has  been  yet  made  of  one  capt.  Lee  of  the  light 
dragoons,  a  bold  enterprifing  young  officer,  who,  if  fpared,  is 
like    to  make  a  confiderable   figure  ;  but  a  refove  of  congrefs 
leads  us  to  notice  him.     By  the  22d  of  November,  he  and  his 
little  troop  had  taken  a  hundred  and  two  of  the  enemy  prifoners. 
The  whole  tenor  of  his  conduft  during  that  campaign  proved  hint 
to  be  brave  and  prudent.     He  rendered  effential  fervice  \o  his 
country,  and  acquired  to  himfelf  and  the  corps  he  commanded, 
diflinguifhed  honor.     The  congrefs,  to  reward  his  merit,  have 
refolved,  "  That  capt.  H.  Lee  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major 
commandant ;  that  he  be  empowered  to  augment  his  prefent  corps 
by  inlifhnents  to  two  troops  of  horfe,  to  aft  as  a  feparate  corps/* 
Thefe  inliflments  are  not  to  be  made  from  among  the  prifoners. 
The  commander  in  chief  oppofes  every  thing  of  that  kind,  and 
has  written — "  We  have  always  complained  again  ft   Howe,  and 
flill  do,  for  obliging  or  permitting  the  prifoners  in  his  hands  to 
inlift,  as  an  unwarrantable  procedure.     The  praftice  on  our  part 
would  juftify  it  in  him.     I  believe  no  prifoners  have  ever  been 
inliited  by  us.     I  am  fure  none  have  through  compulfion."   But 
in  the  Maffachufetts,  a  number  of  the  convention  troops,  upon  of- 
fering themfelves,  were  inlifted  :  which  occafioned  the  general's 
writing,  "  Burgoyne  could  hardly  fuggeft  a  more  effeftual  plan, 
for  plundering  us  of  fo  much  money,  reinforcing  Mr.  Howe  with 
fo  many  men,  and  preventing  us  from  recruiting  a  certain  num- 
ber of  regiments."     All  the  Britifh  deferters  fent   on   from  this 
ftate  as  recruits  for  one  regiment,  went  off  to  the  enemy  by  the 
end  of  March  :  and  of  a  detachment   of  fixty   of  them,  which 
marched  to  join  col.  Henley,  only  twelve  or  thirteen  reached 
the  camp.     Part  of  the  others  made  their  cfcape,  and  the  reft 
formed  a  plan  for  the  fame  purpofe,  mutinied  and  were  thrown 
into  prifon.     The  canduft  of  inlifting  the  convention  troops  was 
fufficiently  mortifying  ;  but  it  was  far  more  provoking  to  obferve 
the  backwardnefs  of  the  ftates  in  furnifhing  the  recruits  that  were 
wanted.     Inftead  of  the  army's  being  reinforced  with  eight  or  ten 
thoufand  troops,  it  was  fcarcely  joined  by  fo  many  hundreds,  by 
the  twelfth  of  April, 
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Let  us  change  the  fubjeft,  and  confine  ourfelves,  for  a  time, 
more  particularly  to  the  proceedings  of  congrefs. 

On  the  19th  of  January,  they  refolved  to  grant  a  brevet  of 
lieut.  col.  to  the  chevalier  de  Maduit  du  Pleffis,  as  a  reward  for 
his  fervices.  Gen.  Wafhington  recommended  him  in  a  letter, 
adding,  that  "  the  gallant  conduft  of  this  young  gentleman  at 
Brandywine,  Germantown,  and  at  Fort  Mercer,  (on  the  Dela- 
ware) entitles  him  to  the  particular  notice  of  congrefs ;"  that  "  he 
made  fevera!  judicious  alterations  in  the  works  at  Red-bank,  and 
fhowed  great  good  conduft  during  the  aftion  in  which  the  Heflians 
were  repulfed  ;"  and  that  "  after  the  evacuation  was  determined 
on,  he  became  the  means  of  faving  fome  valuable  artillery  and 
ilores,  and  cheerfully  undertook  as  volunteer  the  hazardous  ope- 
ration of  blowing  up  the  magazine,  &c.  without  apparatus  ufual- 
]y  provided  upon  fuch  occafions  ;"  and  concluding  with — "  he 
poffeffes  a  degree  of  modefty  not  always  found  in  men  who  have 
performed  brilliant  aftions." 

Two  days  after,  congrefs,  on  the  report  from  the  board  of  war, 
refpefting  the  treatment  of  the  American  prifoners  in  New-York 
and  Philadelphia,  refolved  among  other  things — "  That  the  allow- 
ance of  two  dollars  a  week  to  officers,  who  are  prifoners  of  war 
to  thefe  United  States  do  ceafe,  unlefs  to  thofe  officers  who  may 
be  entitled  thereto  by  any  contraft  made  on  or  before  their  cap- 
tivity or  furrender.    That  in  return  for  permiffion  given  to  pur- 
chafe  provifions  of  the  American  commiffaries  for  the  ufe  of  the 
enemy's  prifoners,  gen.  Wafhington  be  direfted  to  demand  of 
gen.  Howe,  liberty  to  purchafe  cloathing  in  fuch  places  as  may 
be  under  his  power  for  the  ufe  of  the  American  prifoners  :  That 
the  commiffary  general  of  prifoners  and  his  refpeftive  deputies, 
be  forthwith  directed  to  call  in  all  the  officers  and  privates  be- 
longing to  the  enemy,  and  to  confine  them  in  fuch  places,  and 
order  them  to  be  fubfifted  and  treated  in  fuch  manner  as  fhall  ren- 
der their  fituation  fimilar,  in  all  refpefts,  to  that  of  the   officers 
and  privates  who  are  prifoners  with  the  enemy ;  and  that  they 
continue  this  mode  of  treatment,  till   fuch  time  as  a  change  of 
conduft  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  fhall  induce  congrefs,   or  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  armies  of  thefe  (bates,  to  give  directi- 
ons for  a  different  line  of  conduft  on  their  part."     This  threat 
of  retaliation  will  have  little  effeft  upon  the  Britiih  commander  ; 
and  if  no  other  confideration  mould  prevent,  the  general  huma- 
nity of  the  people  would  be  a  bar  to  its  execution.     That  fome 
different  meafures   ought  to  be  adopted  as  to  the  Britifh  officers, 
than  what  are  at  prefent  given  into,  muft  be  admitted  upon  ano- 
ther account ;  for  they  have  done  much  mifchiei  to  the  Ameri- 
can caufe.     During  their  captivity,  they  have  formed  connecti- 
ons 
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oris  in  the  country  ;  have  confirmed  the  difafFetied  ;  converted 
many  ignorant  people  ;  and  frightened  the  lukewarm  and  timid 
by  their  ftories  of  the  power  of  Great-Britain. 

On  the  27th  of  February,  congrefs  refolved,  "  That  whatever 
inhabitant  of  thefe  ftates  {hall  kill,  or  feize,  or  take  any  loyal  citizen 
or  citizens  thereof,  and  convey  him,  her  or  them,  to  any  place 
within  the  power  of  the  enemy,  or  mall  enter  into  any  combination 
for  fuch  purpofe,  or  attempt  to  carry  the  fame  into  execution,  or 
hath  affiited  or  mail  affift  therein  ;  or  mail  by  giving  intelligence, 
acting  as  a  guide,  or  in  any  other  manner  whatever,  aid  the  ene- 
my in  the  perpetration  thereof,  he  fhail  fuffer  death  bv  the  judg- 
ment of  a  court-martial,  as  a  traitor,  aiTaffin  and  fpy,'  if  the  of- 
fence be  committed  within  feventy  miles  of  the  head  quarters  of 
the  grand  or  other  armies  of  thefe  flates,  where  a  general  officer 
commands."  This  refolution  has  been  introduced  to  Ihow  you 
what  aftretch  of  power  congrefs  have  been  guilty  of.  They  have 
hereby  fufpended  in  particular  cafes  the  judicial  authority  of  the 
Mallachufetts  flate,  which  is  not  the  feat  of  war  ;  and  fubjef  ted 
certain  criminals  to  a  trial  by  a  court-martial,  inftead  of  leaving 
them  to  the  laws  of  the  Itate.  At  Providence  a  general  officer 
commands  a  fmall  army,  at  the  diftance  of  only  forty-five  miles 
from  Bottom  All  bodies  of  fallible  men  poffeffed  of  or  claim- 
ing power,  ought  to  be  narrowly  watched,  or  from  good  or  bad 
intentions,  they  will  tranfgrefs  the  limits  of  their  conftitution, 
without  a  real  neceffity. 

Major  general  Greene  was  appointed  on  the  fecond  of  March, 
quarter-matter  general ;  but  allowed  to  retain  his  rank  in  the  ar- 
my. The  next  day,  congrefs,  upon  the  report  of  a  committee, 
refolved,  "  that  lieut.  general  Burgoyne,  on  account  of  his  ill 
ilate  of  health,  have  leave  to  embark  for  England  by  Rhode-If- 
land,  or  any  more  expeditious  route,  with  the  officers  of  his  fa- 
mily and  his  fervants."  He  is  engaged  by  parole,  in  cafe  the 
embarkation  of  the  convention  troops  is  prolonged  beyond  the 
time  apprehended,  to  return  to  America  upon  demand  and  due 
notice  given,  and  to  re-deliver  himfelf  into  the  power  of  congrefs 
unlefs  regularly  exchanged. 

Congrefs  have  not  loll  fight  of  the  importance  of  having  the 
North -River  and  the  palfes  in  the  Highlands  well  fecured,  foasto 
render  any  fudden  attempt  upon  Albany  by  the  fame  impractica- 
ble. Had  Sir  W.  Howe,  inftead  of  going  by  fea  to  Philadel- 
phia, bent  his  whole  force  for  the  maftering  of  thefe,  as  general 
Wafnington  ftrongly  fuf)ie6led  he  would  do,  the  independency 
of  the  United  States  muft  have  tottered  to  the  very  foundation,  if 
not  have  been  completely  fwbverted.  Whether  the  plan  of  mak- 
ing the  grand  diver fion  fouthward,  originated  with  the  miniftry, 

himfelf, 
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himfelf,  or  a  Pennfvlvania  refugee — by  his  leaving  the  troops 
under  Burgoyne  to  ifiift  for  themfelves,  in  cafe  the  reinforce- 
ment from  Europe  did  not  arrive  in  time,  the  fubjugation  of  the 
country  may  be  entirely  prevented.  Gen.  Gates  was  dire&ed, 
on  the  15th  of  April,  to  repair  forthwith  to  Fifh-kill,  and  to 
take  the  command  of  all  the  troops  on  the  North-River  and  in  the 
whole  northern  department.  He  was  alfo  to  take  effectual  mea- 
fures  to  fecure  the  communication  between  the  eaftern  and 
fouthern  ftates,  by  maintaining  the  pofTeflion  of  the  river;  and 
for  that  purpofe  was  empowered  to  provide  gallies,  gun-boats, 
fire  rafts,  chains,  cafloons  and  chevaux  de  Frize,  and  to  erecl 
all  neceflary  fortifications.  Weft  Point  has  for  fome  time  been 
pitched  upon  as  a  proper  fpot ;  and  the  troops  have  begun,  and 
are  going  on  to  fortify  it.  When  the  works  are  completed,  it 
will  be  a  much  ftronger  p®ft  than  Fort  Montgomery,  and  is 
higher  up  the  river,  and  projects  into  it.  The  foldiers,  whether 
militia  or  continentals,  will  according  tocuftom,  be  employed  up- 
on them  till  finifhed  without  putting  the  ftates  to  any  particular 
charge  for  labor  in  erefting  them. 

Congrefs  were  expefting  that  fomething  would  turn  up  in  Eu- 
rope favorable  to  America;  and  were  confirmed  in  their  expect- 
ation, upon  the  receipt  of  draught  of  a  bill  for  declaring  the 
intention  of  the  Britifh  parliament  as  to  the  exercife  of  their 
right  of  impofing  taxes  on  the  Americans.as  alfo  the  draught  of  a  bill 
to  enable  the  king  to  appoint  commiflioners  with  powers  to  treat, 
confult  and  agree  upon  the  means  of  quieting  certain  diforders 
within  the  colonies.  Thefe  draughts  were  fent  from  Philadelphia  to 
gen.Wafhington,  who  forwarded  them  to  York-Town.  [April  22.3 
congrefs  took  them  into  confideration,  and,  obferving  that  they 
had  been  induftrioufly  circulated  in  a  partial  and  fecret  manner, 
ordered  that  they  Ihould  be  forthwith  printed  for  the  public  in- 
formation :  but  at  the  fame  time  took  care  to  counteract  their  in- 
fluence by  the  remarks  they  publilhed  refpefting  them.  They 
declared  their  belief,  that  the  parliament  would  confer  on  them 
the  ufual  folemnities  of  their  laws  and  then  obferved,  that  upon  a 
fuppofition  the  matters  contained  in  them  Ihould  really  go  in- 
to the  Britifh  ftatute  book,  they  would  ferve  to  (how,  in  a  clear 
point  of  view,  the  weaknefs  and  wickednefs  of  the  enemy:  on 
thefe  they  expatiated.  This  done  they  faid — "  It  appears  evi- 
dent that  the  faid  bills  are  intended  to  operate  upon  the  hopes  and 
fears  of  the  good  people  of  thefe  ftates,  fo  as  to  create  divifions 
among  them,  and  a  defection  from  the  common  caufe;  and  that 
they  are  the  fequel  ofthatinfidious  plan,  which  from- the  days  of  the 
ftamp-acl  down  to  the  prefent  time,  hath  involved  this  country  in 
contention  andbloodihed."  Congrefs  went  on  to  pronounce,  that 

if 
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if  any  man  or  body  of  menprefume  to  make  any  feparateor  par- 
tial convention  or  agreement  with  the  Britifh  commiffioners, 
they  ought  to  be  confidered  and  treated  as  open  and  avowed  ene- 
mies of  the  United  States.  They  declared,  "  That  thefe  United 
States  cannot  with  propriety  hold  any  conference  or  treaty  with 
any  commiffioners  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  unlefs  they  (hall, 
as  a  preliminary  thereto,  either  withdraw  their  fleets  and  armies, 
or  elfe  in  pofitive  and  exprefs  terms  acknowledge  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  faid  ftates.'1  They  then,  from  an  apprehenfion 
that  it  is  the  defign  of  the  enemy  to  lull  them  into  a  fatal  fecuri- 
ty,  call  upon  the  ftates  to  ufe  the  mofl  flrenuous  exertions  to 
have  their  refpe&ive  quotas  of  continental  troops  in  the  field  as 
foon  as  poffible,  and  to  hold  all  their  militia  in  readinefs  to  acl 
as  occasion  may  require.  The  congrefs  at  this  period  had  no 
knowledge  of  a  treaty's  having  been  entered  into  by  France  with 
their  commiffioners ;  but  they  conjeft ured  that  there  would  be  a 
rupture  in  Europe  between  the  French  and  Britifh  nations;  and 
to  avail  themfelves  of  the  occafion,  and  detach  the  tories  from 
the  enemy,  they  the  next  day  recommended  to  the  ftates  the  of- 
fering of  pardon,  under  the  reftrift ions  that  might  be  thought 
expedient,  to  fuch  of  their  inhabitants  or  fubje&s  who  had  levi- 
ed war  againft  them,  or  had  adhered  to  the  enemy,  as  fhould 
furrender  themfelves  to  any  civil  or  military  officer  of  any  of 
the  ftates,  or  return  to  the  ftate  they  belonged  to  before  the  10th 
of  next  June,  The  arrival  of  the  conciliatory  bills  at  New- York 
and  Philadelphia,  excited  equal  aftonifhment  and  indignation  in 
the  royal  forces.  Thefe  thought  their  perfonal  honor  wounded  in 
the  recantation  now  made  of  all  that  high  language  and  treat- 
ment, which  they  had  been  accuftomed  to  hold  or  to  offer  to  the 
Americans.  The  difappointment  was  the  greater,  as  the  bills 
were  the  fubftitute  to  a  reinforcement  of  twenty  fhoufand  men^ 
which  they  had  expefted.  But  the  feelings  of  the  numerous  bo* 
dy  of  American  refugees  is  not  to  bedefcribed. 

A  committee  of  congrefs  was  appointed  on  the  lft  of  Mayt 
*'  to  inquire  into  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  nations  refpefting  neu- 
trality, and  to  report  whether  the  conduft  of  the  king  of  Portu- 
gal, in  forbidding  the  veffels  of  the  United  States  to  enter  his 
ports,  and  ordering  thofe  already  there  to  depart  at  a  fhort  day, 
is  not  a  breach  of  the  laws  of  neutrality,  and  will  not  juftify  acls 
c>f  hoftility  againft  the  fubjefts  of  the  faid  kingdom."  On  the 
third,  during  the  Sunday's  adjournment,  Mr.  Simeon  Deane, 
brother  to  Silas  Deane,  efq;  arrived  exprefs  from  France,  with 
fundry  important  difpatches,  whereupon  congrefs  was  convened, 
and  the  difpatches  opened  and  read,  among  which,  to  their  in- 
conceivablejoy,  were  a  treaty  of  commerce,  and  a  treaty  of  alliance, 
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concluded  between  bis  moft  Chriftian  majefty  the  king  of  France, 
and  the  United  States  of  America.  The  treaties  were  duly 
\veighed  and  confidered  feparately  the  next  day,  and  upon  each 
it  was  unanimnufly  refolved,"  That  the  fame  be  and  is  hereby  ra- 
tified.:'  There  was  an  aft  feparate  and  fecret  in  the  following 
terms — "  The  moft  Chriftian  king  declares,  in  confequence  of 
the  intimate  union  which  fubfifts  between  him  and  the  king  of 
Spain,  that  in  concluding  with  the  United  States  of  America 
this  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  and  that  of  eventual  and  de- 
fenfive  alliance,  his  majefty  hath  intended  and  intends  to  referve 
exprefsly,  and  he  referves  by  this  prefent  feparate  and  fecret  aft 
to  his  faid  Catholic  majefty,  the  power  of  acceding  to  the  faid 
treaties,  and  to  participate  in  their  Stipulations  at  fuch  time  as  he 
fliall  judge  proper. —  It  being  well  underftood  neverthelefs,  that 
if  any  of  the  ftipulations  of  the  faid  treaties  are  not  agreeable  to 
the  king  of  Spain,  his  Catholic  majefty  may  propofe  other  con- 
ditions analagous  to  the  principal  aim  of  the  alliance,  and  con- 
formable to  the  rules  of  equality,  reciprocity  and  friendfhip.'0 
This  aft  being  duly  weighed,  it  was  refolved  unanimoufly,  "  That 
the  fame  be  and  is  hereby  ratified."  The  next  refolution  was, 
"  That  this  congrefs  entertain  the  higheft  fenfe  of  the  magnani- 
mity and  wifdom  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  fo  ftrongly  ex- 
emplified in  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  and  the  treaty  of 
alliance  ;  and  the  eommiffioners  reprefenting  thefe  ftates,  at  the 
court  of  France,  are  direfted  to  prefent  the  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments of  this  congrefs  to  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  for  his  truly 
magnanimous  conduft  refpefting  thefe  ftates,  in  the  faid  gene- 
rous and  difinterefted  treaties,  and  to  affure  his  majefty,  on  the 
•part  of  this  congrefs,  it  is  fmcerely  wifhed  that  the  friendfhip  fo 
'happily  commenced  between  France  and  thefe  United  States 
may  be  perpetual."  On  the  5th  they  refolved,  "  That  the  eom- 
miffioners be  inftrufted  to  inform  the  court  of  France,  that  al- 
though congrefs  have  readily  ratified  the  treaties  and  the  aft  fe- 
parate and  fecret ;  yet  from  a  fincere  defire  of  rendering  the 
friendfhip  and  alliance  fo  happily  begun,  permanent  and  perpe- 
tual, and  being  apprehenfive  that  differences  may  arife  from  the 
11th  and  12th  articles  in  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  con- 
refs  are  defirous  that  the  faid  articles  may  be  utterly  expunged." 
Ir.  Lee  was  again  ft  admitting  thefe  articles,  and  afiigned  his 
reafons  to  Meffrs.  Franklin  and  Deane  on  the  30th  of  January  ; 
who  on  the  lft  of  February  wrote  to  Mr.  Gerard,  that  they  con- 
curred in  defiring  that  the  fame  might  be  omitted,  notwithfland- 
ing  which  they  were  retained.  You  will  not  expeft  me  to  deli- 
'neate  the  inexpreffible  fatisfaftion  that  the  report  of  thele  treaties 
fp read  through  trie  United  .States.     The  people  were  in  raptures. 

The 
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The  feveral  brigades  of  the  army,  by  gen.  Wafhington's  orders, 
aflembled  in  the  morning  of  the  6th,  when  their  chaplains  com- 
municated the  intelligence,  offered  up  a  thankfgiving,  and  deli- 
vered a  difcourfe  fuitable  to  the  occafion.  They  were  then  form- 
ed into  two  lines,  when  thirteen  cannon  were  difcharged  ;  at 
the  firing  of  the  laft,  a  running  fire  of  infantry  began  on  the 
right,  and  continued  through  the  whole  front  line  ;  it  was  then 
taken  up  on  the  left  of  the  fecond  line,  and  continued  to  the 
right.  A  fignal  was  given,  and  the  whole  army  huzzaed, — 
"  Long  live  the  king  of  France."  The  artillery  fired  as  before, 
which  was  fucceeded  by  a  fecond  general  difcharge  of  all  the 
mufketry  in  a  running  fire,  and  by  a  "  Long  live  the  friendly 
European  powers."  The  military  ceremony  was  reitered,  and 
clofed  with  an  huzza  "  for  the  American  dates."  The  remain- 
der of  the  day  palled  away  in  univerfal  joy  andgladnefs.  Every 
American  will  foon  have,  from  the  publication  of  the  treaties, 
an  opportunity  of  learning  their  contents  ;  meanwhile  congrefs 
have  recommended  to  all,  "  to  confider  the  fubjecls  of  his  ti  ...ft 
Chriftian  majefty  as  their  brethren  and  allies,  and  to  behave  toward 
them  with  the  friendfhip  and  attention  due  to  the  fubje£is  of  a  great 
prince,  who  with  the  higheft  magnanimity  and  wifdom  hath 
treated  with  thefe  United  States  on  terms  of  perfect  equality  and 
mutual  advantage,  thereby  rendering  himfelf  the  protector  of  the 
rights  of  mankind." 

The  congrefs,  after  receiving  the  trea'ies,  had  a  ftronger 
feeling  of  their  own  importance  than  before,  and  refolved,  "  That 
.thecommiffioners  appointed  for  the  courts  of  Spain,  Tufcany, 
Vienna,  and  Berlin,  fhould  live  in  fuch  flile  and  manner  at  their 
refpe£Hve  courts  as  they  may  find  fuitable  and  neceffary  to  fup- 
port  the  dignity  of  their  public  character."  They  elefted  Ralph 
Izard,  efq;  commiflioner  for  the  court  of  Tufcany;  and  Willi- 
am Lee,  efq;  for  the  courts  af  Berlin  and  Vienna.  On  the  8th 
of  May  thev  agreed  to  a  draught  of  "  An  addrefs  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  United  States  of  America."  In  it  they  recapitulate 
in  a  mafterly  and  affefting  manner,  the  occurrences  and  flate  of 
the  three  preceding  years.  Their  language  is  calculated  to  feize 
and  lead  the  paffions  captive  at  pleafure.  When  thev  come  to 
the  French  treaties,  they  fay — "  You  have  ftill  to  expeft  one  fe- 
vere  conflift.  Your  foreign  alliances,  though  they  fecure  your 
independence,  cannot  fecure  your  country  from  defolation,  your 
habitations  from  plunder,  your  wives  from  infult  or  violation, 
nor  your  children  from  butchery.  Foiled  in  the  principal  defign, 
you  muftexpeel:  to  feel  the  rage  of  difappointed  ambition.  Arife 
then  !  to  your  tents  !  and  gird  you  for  battle.  It  is  time  to  turn 
the  headlong  current  of  vengeance  upon  the  head  of  the  deftroy- 
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er.  They  have  filled  up  the  meafure  of  their  abominations,  and 
like  fruit  mud  foon  drop  from  the  tree.  Although  much  is  done, 
.yet  much  remains  to  do.  Expect  not  peace  while  anv  corner 
of  America  is  in  pofTeffion'of  your  foes.  You  muft  drive  them 
away  from  this  land  of  promife,  aland  flowing  indeed  with  milk 
and  honey.  Your  brethren  at  the  extremities  of  the  continent, 
already  implore  your  friendfhip  and  protection.  It  is  your  duty 
to  grant  their  requeft.  They  hunger  and  third  after  liberty. — 
Be  it  yours  to  difpenfe  to  them  the  heavenly  gift.  And 
what  is  there  now  to  prevent  it  ?"  They  afterward  hold  up  to 
their  view — the  fweets  of  a  free  commerce  with  every  part  of 
the  earth,  foon  to  reimburfe  them  for  all  the  lofTes  they  have 
fuftained  ; — the  full  tide  of  wealth  to  flow  in  upon  their  fhores, 
free  from  the  arbitrary  impofitions  of  thofe,  whofe  interefi:  and 
whofe  declared  policy  it  is  to  check  their  growth  ; — and  the 
"nourifhing  and  foftering  of  their  interefts  by  government,  whofe 
power  will  be  derived  from  their  grant  ;  and  that  will  therefore 
be  obliged,  by  the  influence  of  cogent  neceflity,  to  exert  it  in 
their  favor.  They  clofe  with — "  It  is  to  obtain  thefe  things  that 
we  call  for  your  ftrenuous,  unremitted  exertions.  Yet  do  not 
believe  that  vou  have  been,  or  can  be  faved,  merely  bv  your  own 
ftrength.  No  !  it  is  by  the  affiftance  of  Heaven  ;  and  this  yon 
muff  affiduoufly  cultivate  by  a£ls  which  Heaven  approves.  Thus 
fhall  the  power  and  happinefs  of  thefe  fovereign,  free,  and  inde- 
pendent ftates,  founded  on  the  virtue  of  their  citizens,  increafe, 
extend,  and  endure,  until  the  Almighty  fhall  blot  out  all  the  em- 
pires of  the  earth."  That  this  animated,  but  in  fome  inftances 
extravagant  addrefs,  might  have  its  full  operation,  and  to  the 
utmofi  extent,  they  recommended  to  minifters  of  the  gofpel,  of 
all  denominations,  the  reading,  or  the  caufmg  of  it  to  be  read, 
immediately  after  divine  fervice,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,  in  their  refpeftive  churches  and  chapels,  and  other  places 
of  religious  worfhip.  A  week  after,  they  refumed  the  fubje6fc 
of  making  an  allowance  to  officers  after  the  war,  and  then  refol- 
ved  unanimoufly,  "  That  all  military  officers  commiflioned  by 
congrefs,  who  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  States,  and  fhall  continue  therein  during  the  war,  and 
not  hold  any  office  of  profit  under  thefe  ftates  or  any  of  them, 
fhall,  after  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  be  entitled  to  receive  an- 
nually for  the  term  of  feven  years,  if  they  live  fo  long,  one  half 
©f  the  prefent  pay  of  fuch  officers ;  provided  that  no  general  of- 
ficer of  the  cavalry,  artillerv  or  infantry,  fhall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive more  than  the  one  half  part  of  the  pay  of  a  colonel  of  fuch 
corps ;  and  provided  that  this  refolution  fhall  not  extend  to  any 
Vol.  II,  U  u  officer, 
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officer,  unlefc  he  fhall  have  taken  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  and  fhall 
a&ually  refide  within  fome  one  of  the  United  States." 

All  later  proceedings  of  congrcfs  mult  be  deferred  till  another 
opportunity. 

On  April  the  twenty-fifth,  the  Maffachufetts  afTembly  fent  2 
letter  to  congrefs,  giving  the  reafons  why  they  refrained  from 
palling  the  regulating  aft,  viz.  their  apprehenfions  that  it  could 
not  be  carried  into  execution,  and  that  it  would  be  attended 
with  the  moll  fatal  confequences.  They  have  paffed  an  aft  for 
prefcribing  and  cltablifhing  an  oath  of  fidelity  and  allegiance. — • 
Perfons  refufing  it,  are  to  be  fent  off  by  order  of  council,  within 
forty  days  after  fuch  refufal,  to  fome  port  in  the  dominions  of 
the  king  of  Great-Britain. 

Tbe  declaration  of  independence  made  it  neceffary  for  the 
South-Carolinians  to  new  model  their  temporary  form  of  govern- 
ment.    The  inhabitants,  inftead  of  choofing  delegates   to  meet 
in  convention  for  that  bufinefs,  intruded  their  reprefentatives 
with  it  ;  and  the  eleftions  in  every  part  of  the  ftate  were   con- 
dueled  on  the  idea,  that  the  members  chofen,  over  and  above 
the  ordinary  powers  of  legiflators,  fhould  have  that  of  framing  a 
new  conllitution.     Thus  authorifed,  in  January  1777,  they  en- 
tered upon  the  bufinefs.     They  did  not  proceed  to  give  a  final 
fanftion  to  their  deliberations ;  but  the  model  they  had  agreed  to 
was  printed  in  the  form  of  a  bill,  and  fubmittedto  the  examina- 
tion of  the  people  at  large  for  the  fpace  of  a  year.  Such  was  the 
prevailing  approbation,  that  when  it  came  before  the  legiflature, 
the  general  aflembly  and  legiflative-council  proceeded  in  March 
1778,  to  give  it  a  final  fan6tion  in  the  form  of  a  law  ;  and  pre- 
ferred it  to  president  Rutledge  for  his  alfent.     He   refufed  paf- 
fing  it,  and  gave  his  reafons  in  a  fpeech  addrelTcd  to  both  houfes. 
He  urged  the  oath  he  had  taken  to  prefide  according  to  the  con- 
ftitution agreed  to  by  the  reprelentatives  in  1776  ;  that  the   bill 
offered  to  him   annihilated  one  branch  of  the   legiflature,  and 
transferred  the  right  of  elefting  another  branch  from  the  general 
afiembly  to  the  people,  and  that  nothing  appeared  clearer  to  him 
than  that  they  had  not  lawful  power  fo  to  do.  He  obferved,  that 
the  good  of  the  people  being  the  end  of  government,  that  is  the 
bell  form  under  which  they  are  happieil  ;  and  that  they  are   the 
fit  tell  judges  of  what  will  be  moll  productive   of  their  happinefs. 
He  furmiled  that  "  The  people  preferred  a  compound   or  mix- 
ed government  to  a  fimple  democracy,  or  one  verging  toward  it, 
perhaps  becaufe,  however   unexceptionable  democratic   power 
may  appear  at  the  firfl.  view,  its  effeftshave  been  found  arbitrary, 
fevere  and  dellruclive.     "  Certain  it  is,"  faid  he,  "  that  fyilems 
which,  in  theory  have  been  much  admired,  on  trial  have  not 
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fucceeded  ;  and  that  projects  and  experiments  relative  to  go- 
vernment are  of  all  fchemes  the  molt  dangerous  and  fatal." — 
He  concluded  his  addrefs  with  refigning  the  office  of  prefident 
and  commander  in  chief  into  their  hands,  and  requefting  them 
to  accept  it  and  eleft  fome  perfon  in  his  ftead.  A  majority  of 
their  fuffrages  were  in  favor  of  the  honorable  Arthur  Middleton  ; 
but  he  had  his  difficulties  as  to  paffing  the  bill,  and  declined  the 
office.  The  honorable  Rawlins  Lowndes  was  foon  after  eiefted, 
and  on  the  19th  of  March  gave  his  affent  to  the  bill  containing 
the  new  conftitution  *. 

Some  weeks  before  this  law  was  paffed,  the  Randolph  frigate 
of  36  guns  and  305  men,  commanded  by  capt.  Biddle,  failed  on 
a  cruife  from  Charleftown.  The  Yarmouth  of  64  guns  difcovej- 
cd  her  and  five  other  veffels.in  the  evening  of  the  7th  of  March, 
and  came  up  with  her  by  nine  o'clock  at  night.  Captain  Vincent 
hailed  her  to  hoift  colours,  or  he  would  fire  into  her,  on  which 
fhe  hoifted  American,  and  immediately  gave  the  Yarmouth  her 
broadfide,  which  was  returned,  and  in  about  a  quarter  of  art 
hour  fhe  blew  up.  Four  men  were  faved  upon  a  piece  of  her 
wreck,  and  fubfifted  for  five  days  upon  nothing  more  than  rain 
water,  which  they  fucked  from  a  piece  of  blanket  they  had  pick- 
ed up.  On  the  fifth,  the  Yarmouth  being  in  chace  of  a  fhip, 
happily  difcovered  them  waving ;  the  captain  humanely  fufpend- 
ed  the  chace,  hauled  up  to  the  wreck,  got  a  boat  out,  and  brought 
them  on  board  t.  Three  days  before  this,  the  Alfred  frigate  of 
20  nine  pounders  was  taken  by  the  Ariadne  and  Ceres.  The 
Americans  have  alfo  loft  the  Virginia  frigate. 

The  crew  of  an  American  privateer,  in  the  night  of  the  27th 
of  January,  took  the  fort  of  New-Providence,  being  joined  by 
a  number  of  Americans  in  the  place.  They  continued  two  days 
in  poffeffion  of  it,  during  which  time  they  made  themfelves  ma- 
ilers of  a  fhip  of  16  guns,  that  was  repairing  fome  damage  fuf- 
tained  by  running  on  a  reef  of  rocks.  They  likewife  poffeffed 
themfelves  of  five  prizes  that  had  been  fent  in  by  a  letter  of 
marque.  The  letter  of  marque  returned,  prepared  to  attack,  and 
got  very  near  the  privateer,  when  fhe  cut  her  cables  and  failed 
off,  having  about  half  an  hour  before  fent  away  the  fhip  and 
three  of  the  prizes,  and  fet  fire  to  the  other  two. 

Captain  James  Willing,  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
arrived  with  a  detachment  of  men  from  Fort  Pitt  at  the  Natches, 
a  Britifh  fettlement  in  Weft  Florida,  on  the  evening  of  the  19th 
of  February  ;  and  the  next  morning  early  fent  out  fundry  parties, 

*  Dr.  Ramfay's  Hiftory  vol.  i.  p.    U9---138. 
t  Captain  Vincent's  letter  of  March  the  17th.    Remembrancer,  vol. 
yi.  p.  14-3. 

who 


34®  The    HISTORY    of   the        \A.  D.  1778. 


who  almofl  at  one  and  the  fame  time  made  the  inhabitants  pn- 
foners  of  war  on  their  parole.  The  colours  of  the  United  States 
being  hoifled,  and  the  country  taken  pofTeflion  of  in  their  name, 
the  inhabitants  fearing  the  confifcation  of  their  property,  waited 
on  captain  Willing  to  propofe  terms  of  accommodation,  to  which 
he  readily  agreed.  They  are  not  to  take  up  arms  againft  the 
United  States,  or  to  aflilt  their  enemies;  but  are  to  obferve  a 
Uriel:  neutrality.  During  fuch  neutrality,  their  perfons,  flaves, 
and  other  property,  of  what  kind  foever,  are  to  remain  fafe  and 
tmmolefted  ;  but  the  property  of  all  public  officers  of  the  Britifli 
crown  is  excepted,  as  alfo  the  property  of  all  Britifh,  who  are 
not  refidents  in  the  dillrict..  The  agreement  was  figned  by  the 
delegates  from  the  people  and  their  affociates,  on  the  one  part ; 
and  by  the  captain  on  the  other,  the  2  ill  of  February. 

Since  the  earlieft  return  of  fpring,  a  fucceflion  of  detachments 
from  gen.  Howe's  army  have  ranged  the  country  for  many  miles 
round  Philadelphia  and  in  the  Jerfeys,  chiefly  to  open  the  com- 
munication for  bringing  in  fupplies,  and  to  collect,  forage. — 
They  have  been  pretty  fuccefsful.  Col.  Hand,  in  anfwer  to 
col.  Mawhood,  charged  his  troops  not  only  with  denying  quar- 
ters, but  butchering -the  Americans  who  furrendered  prifoners, 
and  bayonetting,  on  the  21  fl  of  March,  in  the  mod  cruel  man- 
ner, in  cold  blood,  men  who  were  taken  by  furprife,  when  they 
neither  could  nor  did  attempt  to  make  any  refinance,  and  fome 
of  whom  were  not  fighting  men.  The  fuccefsful  furprife  of  a 
party  of  Americans,  confuting  of  fome  hundreds,  polled  about 
feventeen  miles  from  the  city,  took  place  on  the  4th  of  May. — i 
On  the  7th,  the  fecond  battalion  of  Britifli  light  infantry,  in  flat, 
boats,  attended  by  three  gallies  and  other  armed  boats,  proceeded 
up  the  Delaware,  in  order  to  deflroy  all  the  American  fhips  and 
velfels  lying  in  the  river  between  Philadelphia  and  Trenton.— 
They  landed  the  next  morning  ;  advanced  toward  Bordentown ; 
drove  the  Americans  thatoppofed  them  ;  entered  the  town,  and 
burnt  four  flore-houfes,  containing  provifions,  tobacco,  fome 
military  flores  and  camp  equipage.  The  country  being  alarmed, 
and  a  ffrong  body  collected,  the  battalion  croffed  to  the  Penn- 
fylvania  fhore.  The  next  day  they  refumed  their  operations, 
and  at  fun-fet  embarked  and  returned  to  Philadelphia.  While 
upon  the  expedition  they  burnt  two  frigates,  one  of  32  guns,  the 
other  of  28, — nine  large  fliips — three  privateer  floops  of  16  guns 
each — three  of  10 — twenty-three  brigs,  with  a  number  of  floops 
and  fehooners.  Two  of  the  fliips  were  loaded  with  tobacco, 
rum  and  military  flores. 

Thus  ends,  mofi  probably,  the  hiflory  of  general  Howe's  fuc- 
celles  in  North-America  j  for  Sir  Henry  Clinton  arrived  at 

Philadelphia 
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Philadelphia  on  the  8th  of  May,  to  fucceed  the  former,  who  will 
foon  return  to  Great-Britain. 

The  Britifh  officers,  to  exprefs  their  efleem  for  Sir  William 
Howe,  prepared  a  magnificent  entertainment,  with  which  to 
grace  his  departure  for  Great-Britain.  It  confifted  of  a  variety 
of  parts,  on  land  and  water  ;  was  called  the  Mifchianza;  and 
was  given  on  Monday  the  18th  of  May.  It  was  indeed  magni- 
ficent, began  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  and  concluded  at  four 
the  next  morning.  There  was  a  grand  and  beautiful  exhibition 
of  fire  works  ;  toward  the  conclufion  of  which,  a  triumphal  arch 
appeared  glorioufly  illuminated,  with  Fame  blowing  from    her 

trumpet  in  letters  of  light — "  Thy  laurels  fhall  never  fade." 

This  prediction  would  be  more  likely  to  receive  a  fulfilment, 
had  the  military  atchievements  of  the  general  been  more  anfwer- 
able  to  the  force  he  has  commanded  againft  the  Americans.  The 
American  officers  planned  a  different  entertainment  for  him; 
which  had  proved  fatal  to  themfelves,  but  for  the  overfight  of 
one  Britifh  general. 

Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  with  a  feleft  corps  of  about  2500  men 
rank  and  file,  croffed  the  Schuylkill,  and  proceeded  to  take  pofl 
at  Barron-hill,  about  twelve  miles  in  front  of  the  army  at  Val- 
ley-forge. He  planted  his  piquets  and  videttes,  and  fent  out 
patroles  on  all  the  roads  by  which  it  was  probable  the  enemy 
would  approach  him.  About  two  miles  on  his  left  was  White- 
marfh,  where  a  number  of  roads  form  a  junftion.  The  marquis 
intrufted  the  guard  of  thefe  roads  to  fome  militia,  whom  he 
ordered  there,  but  who  never  went.  A  quaker  inferring  from 
the  marquis's  directing  him  to  provide  lodgings  for  the  night, 
that  he  intended  remaining  there,  fent  information  of  it  to 
the  enemy,  who  by  their  fpies  having  obtained  intelligence  of 
the  marquis's  fituation,  formed  an  inftantaneous  defign  of  fur- 
prifing  him.  For  that  purpofe,  on  the  night  of  May  the  19th, 
general  Grant  marched  out  of  Philadelphia  with  full  7000  men, 
and  a  number  of  cannon.  By  taking  the  Frankfort  road,  and 
crofling  the  country  through  the  old  York  road  and  White-marfh 
the  next  morning  he  entered  the  road  on  which  the  marquis  was 
about  two  miles  in  his  rear,  at  Plymouth  meeting-houfe.  From 
this  place  to  Matfon's-ford  on  the  Schuylkill  is  about  one  mile 
and  a  quarter,  the  only  ford  by  which  the  marquis  could  effecl: 
a  retreat,  and  about  two  miles  from  Barron-hill  church.  Other 
troops  were  advancing  to  take  the  marquis  in  front,  and  to  co- 
operate with  general  Grant :  who  inftead  of  haftening  to  and  fe- 
curing  the  ford,  marched  down  toward  the  marquis  on  the  main 
road,  by  which  mean  the  latter  gained  intelligence  of  the  other's 
being  in  his  rear.     The  marquis  happily  by  an  iaftant  decifion 
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retreated  by  the  road  leading  from  Barron-hill  church  to  Mat- 
fon's-ford,  and  had  nearly  effected  his  retreat  over  the  Schuyl- 
kill before  the  enemy  were  fenfible  of  their  error.     They  then 
doubled  their  pace  to  come  up  with  his  rear ;  but  his  retreat  was 
fo  handfome  and   timely,  that  the  troops  were  all  crofled  and 
formed  before  they  could  come  near  the   ford  in  force.     His 
whole  lofs  was  no  more  than  nine  men.     The  American  army 
had  early  information  of  the  marquis's  danger,  and  were  in  great 
anxiety  about  him.     They  began  firing  fome  of  their  heavieit  ar- 
tillery, hoping  as  the  wind  being  fair,  the  found  would  be  con- 
veyed to  the  enemy  in    fuch  a  manner  as   to  excite  miftaken 
apprehenfions;  which  they  think  was  the  cafe,  as  the  enemy,  af- 
ter the  marquis  had  crofled,  made  a  precipitate  march  back  to 
Philadelphia,  feemingly  under  an  apprehenfion  that  they  fhould 
be  purfued  and  attacked  by  the  whole  army.     Had  gen.  Grant 
marched  down  at  once  to  Matfon's-ford,  and  fecured  it,  the 
marquis  with  his  felecl  corps,  rauft  have  furrendered  or  been  cut 
to  pieces.     Their  lofs  would  have  obliged  the  reft  of  the  Ameri- 
can  army  to   have  made   an  hafty  flight,  in   a  moft  diftrefling 
fituation,  the  chief  of  them  being  without  fhoes  and  ftockings,, 
and  otherwife  badly  provided.     The  orderly  manner  in  which 
the  Americans  retreated,  and  which  contributed  much  to  their 
efcaping,  is  to  be  afcribed  to    the  improvements  made  in  their 
discipline,  owing  greatly  to  the  baron  de  Steuben,  the  infpe&ox 
general. 


LETTER       XI, 

Rotterdam,  June  20,  1778, 
Friend  Gordon, 

YOU  will  not  be  furprifed  at  feeing  from  whence  this  is  da- 
ted ;  nor  be  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  my  removal.  The 
prefent  refidence  will  be  more  favorable  to  general  intelligence 
than  Great  Britain,  as  it  affords  an  opportunity  of  vifiting  and 
hearing  from  Paris  without  danger.  My  laft  year's  letter  clofed 
Vith  the  account  of  capt.  Cunningham's  having  taken  the  packet 

for 
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for  Holland,  in  the  beginning  of  May  1777.  The  captain  and 
his  crew  were  committed  to  prifon  for  fome  irregularities ;  and 
to  fave  appearances  were  continued  there  for  a  fhort  time  by  the 
French ;  but  were  fpeedily  releafed  from  their  mock  confine- 
ment, and  permitted  to  purchafe  and  fit  out  a  much  ftronger 
vefTel,  avowedly  to  infeft  the  Britifh  commerce.  Mr.  Hodge, 
whom  you  know,  was  committed  alfo  to  the  Baftile,  at  the  re- 
quell;  of  lord  Stormont,  for  having  afted  publicly  as  Cunning- 
ham's agent,  in  fitting  out  the  privateer  that  took  the  Prince  of 
Orange  packet.  While  in  the  Baftile  he  was  treated  with  the 
utmoft  politenefs  and  civility;  and  entertained  in  the  moft  elegant 
manner.  But  the  American  commiflioners  being  diffatisfied 
with  his  confinement,  and  exprefling  themfelves  in  ftrong  terms 
upon  the  fubjeel:,  he  was  releafed,  that  the  harmony  between 
the  French  and  Americans  might  not  fufferan  interruption. 

Upon  fome  reports  tending  to  difcourage  the  French  com- 
merce with  the  Americans,  Mr.  de  Sartine,  minifter  of  the  ma- 
rine, allured  the  feveral  chambers  of  commerce  by  a  public  in- 
ftruraent,  figned  the  4th  of  July  1777,  and  in  direcl  contraven- 
tion to  all  the  Britifh  navigation  laws,  that  the  king  was  deter- 
mined to  afford  the  fulleft  protection  to  their  commerce,  and 
would  reclaim  all  fhips  taken  under  that  pretext.  Still  the  poli- 
cy of  Verfailles  prevented  France's  being  hurried  into  a  rupture. 
She  determined  to  rifk  no  decifive  ftep,  till  the  ifiue  of  the  Ame- 
rican campaign  was  known,  her  failors  were  returned  from  the 
Newfoundland  fifhery,  and  her  naval  equipments  were  compleat- 
ed.  Therefore  when  the  Britifh  miniflry  made  heavy  complaints, 
attended  with  menaces,  on  account  of  the  many  prizes  carried  in- 
to the  French  ports  by  the  American  privateers,  and  there  dif- 
pofed  of,  as  alfo  of  the  countenance  and  protection  given  to  the 
faid  privateers,  fhe  granted  lord  Stormont,  an  order  for  all  of 
them  to  depart  immediately. 

The  news  of  gen.  Burgoyne's  fuccefs  at  Tyconderoga  and  ad- 
vance toward  Albany,  excited  the  greateft  triumph  on  the  fide  of 
adminiftration.  The  promifing  profpeft  of  the  northern  expedi- 
tion's anfwering  fully  the  wifhes  of  miniflry,  enabled  them 
to  prefs  France  harder  than  ever ;  and  dictated  to  the  latter 
greater  pliablenefs  and  complaifance.  Exprefs  orders  were  fent 
to  Nantz,  and  all  the  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  forbidding 
the  admittance  of  any  American  privateers,  unlefs  they  entered 
in  order  to  refit,  or  were  driven  in  by  flrefs  of  weather  or  want 
of  provifions,  and  in  either  of  thefe  cafes  they  were  to  be  gone 
as  foon  as  poffible.  "  Notwithftanding  all  this  pr.rade,  priva- 
teers come  in,  tarrv  and  take  military  flores :  and  their  prizes 
are  publicly  fold,  but  as  formerly  pratlifed  after  firhila'r  com- 
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plaints,  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  to  people  who  go  off  in 

boats  to  buy  them;  and  are  then  brought  in  and  unloaded. 

Lord  Stormont  hears  of  it,  flies  to  court,  complains  and  threat- 
ens afrefh  :  the  court  florins  at  and  threatens  its  officers ;  the 
officers  make  their  excufes  :  and  the  affair  is  foon  hufhed  up,  or 
terminates  in  a  tedious  controverfy,  by  which  the  wifhed  for  time 
is  gained."  Before  the  fubjeft  of  fhipping  is  dropped,  let  it  be 
noted  that  the  king's  cruifers  have  taken  feveral  American  veffels 
and  privateers,  and  retaken  fome  of  their  prizes  ;  and  will  be  likely 
foon  to  check  the  progrefs  of  American  fuccefs  in  naval  operati- 
ons on  the  European  coafts. 

By  the  beginning  of  November,  advices  were  received  of  the 
Bennington  aftion,  the  failure  of  St.  Leger's  expedition  againft 
Port  Stanwix,  and  Burgoyne's  fir  ft  engagement.  Thefe  advices 
overthrew,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  fanguine  expe&ations  that  had 
been  formed  of  fpeedily  reducing  the  colonies;  and  were  a  bad 
prelude  to  the  meeting  of  parliament,  which  took  place  the  20th 
of  November.  The  royal  fpeech  was  in  the  ufual  tone,  but  men- 
tioned an  augmentation  of  the  naval  force,  confidering  that  the 
armaments  in  the  ports  of  France  and  Spain  continued.  It  con- 
cluded with  a  refolution  of  purfuing  the  meafures  in  which  ad- 
miniftration  was  engaged.  When  the  addrefs  of  the  commons  was 
before  the  houfe,  the  marquis  of  Granby  propofed  an  amend- 
ment, and  that  his  majefty  fhould  be  requefted  to  adopt  meafures 
for  accommodating  the  differences  with  America,  and  that  a 
ceffation  of  hoftilities  fhouldbe  recommended.  It  was  ftrenuoufly 
fupported  by  the  oppofition  on  the  following  grounds,  that  three 
years  war,  at  an  immenfe  expence,  with  ^55,000  land  forces,  and 
100  fhips  of  war,  had  only  left  the  nation  in  nearly  the  fame  fi- 
tuation  as  when  it  began.  They  had  loft  Bofton,  and  had  gained 
New  York  :  and  every  hope  of  obtaining  a  revenue  from  Ameri- 
ca had  been  long  over.  The  country  gentleman  were  unufually 
blank  :  they  faw  not  only  an  end  to  all  their  expectations  of  an 
American  revenue ;  but  found  themfelves  faddled,  with  the  bur- 
den of  a  war,  infinitely  more  ruinous  than  any  other  in  which 
the  nation  had  ever  been  involved.  Some  of  the  minifterial  party 
however,  threw  out  hints  for  their  confolation,  that  America  when 
fubdued  would  be  taxed.  Mr.  Hartley  mentioned  in  the  debate, 
that  there  was  one  ray  of  hope  left  to  the  Britifh,  if  they  had  wif- 
dom  to  feize  the  opportunity  of  opening  a  treaty  with  the  Ameri- 
cans, while  thefe  were  difcontented  with  the  cool  and  dilatory 
proceedings  of  the  court  of  France.  After  all  that  couM  be  ad- 
vanced by  oppofition,  the  amendment  was  rejecled  by  a  majority 
of  243  againft  86.  The  earl  of  Chatham  moved  for  an  amendment 
in  the  houfe  of  lords.  He  was  for  bringing  about  an  accommo- 
dation 
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tiation  with  the  Americans  by  a  treaty,  and  refted  the  ftrefs  of  his 
argument  upon  this  point,  that  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  was  upon 
the  eve  of  breaking  with  us.  His  motion  was  rejected  by  07 
to  28. 

When  the  news  of  the  Saratoga  convention  reached  France, 
and  was  communicated  to  the  court  of  Versailles  by  the  Ameri- 
can commiffioners,  the  latter  were  alraoft  inftantly  received  and 
publicly  treated  in  that  charafter.     The  capture  of  Burgoyne's 
army  convinced  the  French,  that  the  American  oppofition   to 
Great-Britain,  was  not  owing  to  a  faclion,  a  few  leading  men 
that  had  gotten  into  power,  but  that  the  body  of  the  people  mufl 
be  engaged,  and  that  they   were  numerous,  or  that  they  could 
not  have  made  fuch  an  effort  as  not  only  to  have  flopped  a  con- 
quering army,  but  to  have  captivated  it.     It  was  therefore  deter- 
mined by  a  majority  of  the  French  court,  to  take  the  Americans 
by  the  hand,  and  to   acknowledge  their   independence.     They 
i.new  that  Great  Britain  could  not  fubdue,  though  they  might 
dillrefs  France;  and  that  if  the  United  States   would  perfevere, 
thefe  muft  at  length  eftablifh  their  independence  in  connection 
with  France,  though  they  might  be   reduced  to  greater  difficul- 
ties than  thev  had  already  felt.     The  marquis  de  la   Fayette's 
correspondence  with  his  family  and  friends,  undoubtedly  proved 
influential  in  procuring  the  determination.     His   letters  were 
eagerlv  fought  after  ;  and  counteracted  thofe  prejudices  that  were 
xaifed  by  feveral    Frenchmen,  who  returned  from   America  in 
difguft.  His  fentiments  were  imbibed  from  their  being  frequent. 
\y  confirmed  by  events.     The  American  caufe  being  now  po- 
pular in  his  native   country,  and  the  French  court  having  adopt- 
ed it,  they  cannot  longer  relent  the  early  part  he  took  in  it,  not- 
withstanding the  offence  given  at  the  moment  by  his  difobedience 
and  departure. 

Such  is  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  cemteft  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  Americans,  that  it  will  more  than  ever  fuffice  to  give 
vou  a  few  occafional  hints  upon  the  parliamentary  debates  re- 
fpe&ing  it.  In  one  that  took  place  on  the  fecond  of  December, 
a  federal  commercial  union  was  talked  of  by  fome,  as  the  only 
hope  left  with  regard  to  America  ;  but  reprobated  by  miniftrv. 
Fox  moved  for  laying  certain  papers  before  the  commons  :^— 
while  the  matter  was  debating,  intelligence  was  received,  that  a 
fimilar  motion  had  been  complied  with  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  by 
the  lords  in  administration  agreeing  to  it ;  and  yet  fuch  was  the 
influence  of  the  miniftry  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  that  Mr. 
Fox's  motion  was,  in  a  manner  which  in  other  feafons  would 
have  been  deemed  incredible,  rejected  upon  a  divifion  of  173 
to  Sg. 

Vol.  II.  Xx  [Dec. 
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[Dec.  3.]  The  fucceeding  day  was  marked  with  the  melan- 
choly cataftrophe  ofBurgoyne's  expedition — a  difclofure,  which 
excited  no  lefs  grief  and  aftonifhment  in  both  houfes,  than  difmay 
on  the  fide  of  the  minifters,  who  were  bitterly  reproached  upon 
the  occafion.  The  bufinefs  relating  to  the  pecuniary  fupplies 
being  finifhed,  and  little  fhort  of  nine  millions  voted  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  enfuing  year,  by  the  10th  of  December,  an  adjourn- 
ment to  the  20th  of  January,  was  that  day  moved  for  on  the 
fide  of  miniftry,  and  after  considerable  debates  carried  in  both 
houfes. 

Two  days  after,  the  American  commiflioners  at  Paris,  finding 
all  attempts  to  eftablifh  a  cartel  with  lord  Stormont  ineffectual, 
tranfmitted  a  letter  to  lord  North,  couched  in  ftrong  terms  of 
complaint,  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  rigorous  treatment  exercifed  to- 
ward the  American  prifoners.  It  contained  a  particular  charge, 
which  has  not  been  publicly  refuted,  that  a  number  of  them 
were  in  a  ftate  of  bondage,  on  the  coafts  of  Africa  and  in  the 
Eaft-Indies,  being  compelled  to  fubmit  to  that  condition,  under 
the  menaces  of  an  immediate  and  ignominious  death. 

On  the  16th  of  December,  Mr.  Gerard  delivered  to  the  Ame- 
rican commifiioners  the  preliminaries  of  a  treaty  between  France 
and  America.  The  fame  conveyance  that  brought  an  account 
of  the  Saratoga  convention  to  the  commiffioners,  and  the  letter 
to  Dr.  Fothergill,  brought  alfo  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cooper 
of  Boflon  to  Dr.  Franklin,  in  which  was  mentioned  the  opinion 
given  in  the  one  to  Dr.  Fothergill  :  before  this  laft  was  fent  to 
England,  care  was  taken  to  open  and  procure  a  copy  of  it  for 
the  commifTioners.  Dr.  Cooper's  letter  was  long  and  full,  con- 
tained much  information,  and  urged  that  France  mould  ftep 
forward  at  once  in  the  caufe  of  America,  or  that  her  opportunity 
of  gaining  a  connection  with  the  United  States  might  be  loft. — 
Dr.  Franklin  communicated  it  to  the  French  minifter,  on  whom 
it  had  a  good  effect..  A  number  of  circumftances,  not  publicly 
known,  came  at  the  fame  time  to  the  knowledge  of  the  doctor  : 
they  were  well  adapted  to  quicken  the  court  of  France,  and  he 
improved  them  to  the  purpofe  of  fhowing  the  importance  and 
neceflity  of  her  taking  an  open  and  decifive  part.  The  miniftry 
however,  were  for  keeping  that  part  private  when  taken,  as  long 
as  convenient  to  their  own  nation,  and  fubfervient  to  the  gene- 
ral good  of  both  countries. 

December  the  24111,  there  was  a  meeting  of  merchants  at  the 
King's  Arms  tavern  in  Cornhill,  for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  afum 
of  money  to  relieve  the  diftrefs  of  the  American  prifoners.  A 
petition  from  feveral  ofthefe  at  Portfmouth  prifon,  fent,  the  iff. 
of  the  month,  to  certain  lords  and  others,  was  read.  The  peti- 
tion 
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tion  fets  forth,  that  admiralty  was  petitioned  the  laft  year  in  be- 
half of  certain  fick  prifoners,  and  the  petition  difregarded  ; — that 
they  were  about  one  hundred  and  forty,  in  want  of  warm  cloth- 
ing as  well  as  of  almoft  every  comfort,  many  without  lhoes  and 
{lockings ; — that  they  were  under  a  man,  as  overfeer,  void  of  all 
humanity,  who  detains  every  charitable  fupply  fent  by  humane 
neighbours,  denies  them  the  common  fupplies  of  milk,  and  al- 
lows them  neither  candle  nor  fire  in  that  cold  feafon  ; — that  their 
whole  allowance  is  only  eight  ounces  of  meat  each  man  per  day, 
including  the  bone,  and  beer  that  is  very  fmall  indeed  ; — and  that 
captains  and  other  officers  are  penned  up  altogether  like  cattle, 
with  the  common  failors,  and  with  their  own  fervants.  Lord 
Abingdon  had  taken  up  the  matter  in  the  houfe  of  peers,  and 
moved  for  accounts  relative  to  their  treatment.  No  relief  how- 
ever was  obtained  by  his  effort  in  parliament  ;  the  merchants 
therefore  engaged  in  the  bufmefs,  and  by  the  29th,  fourteen 
hundred  and  eighty-fix  pounds  fix  (hillings  and  fix-pence  was  fub- 
fcribed. 

On  Saturday,  January  the  3d,  five  gentlemen  attended  on  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty,  who  expreffed  their  approbation  of  the 
humane  motives  of  the  fabfcribers,  and  promifed  official  coun- 
tenance to  the  application  of  the  money,  and  to  lay  the  commit- 
tee under  no  other  reflraints  than  what  were  necefTary  for  the 
good  order  and  fafe  cuftody  of  the  prifoners.  Lord  Sandwich, 
at  the  time,  in  the  handfomeft  manner,  directed  the  commiffion- 
ers  of  fick  and  hurt  to  give  immediate  orders  to  the  furveyor  to 
ereft  a  temporary  building,  where  the  prifoners  might  have  the 
benefit  of  a  fire  in  the  approaching  inclement  feafon. 

[Jan.  9.]  The  committee  advertifed,  that  the  town  fubfcrip- 
tions,  (independent  of  the  country)  amounting  to  upward  of 
three  thoufand  feven  hundred  pounds,  being  fully  adequate  for 
the  prefent  to  the  end  propofed,  the  fubfcription  was  therefore 
clofed.  Subfcriptions  had  been  opened  at  Briflol,  Nottingham, 
in  Yorkfhire  and  other  places.  The  whole  fum  by  February  the 
17th,  amounted  to  four  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty-feverr 
pounds  fifteeen  {hillings,  including  what  had  been  fent  from 
the  country. 

During  the  recefs  of  parliament,  meafures  were  purfued  by  the 
miniftry  and  their  friends  for  obtaining  a  body  of  new  troops  by  a 
voluntary  fupply  from  the  people.  The  towns  of  Manchester  and 
Liverpool  were  leaders  in  this  bufinefs  ;  engaged  in  it  with  the 
greatefl  fervor  ;  and  immediately  fent  to  court  an  offer  to  raife 
each  a  regiment  of  1000  men.  In  other  places,  public  meetings 
of  towns,  counties  and  great  corporate  bodies  were  encouraged, 
at  which  refolutions  were  propofed  for  the  levying  of  men  for 

the 
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fervice.  Much  artifice  was  praftifed  to  draw  the  city  of  Lon- 
don into  the  like  meafure  ;  and  the  miniflerial  party,  with  the 
chief  magi  Urate  at  their  head  (who  might  have  received  inflruc- 
tions  and  encouragement  from  his  fuperiors)  expe&ed  to  have 
effecled  it  ;  but  to  their  ailonifhment  found  themfelves  defcrted 
by  the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  had  hitherto  regularly  obeyed  all 
their  mandates  refpe£ting  elections  to  city  offices — Such  was  the 
effecl  of  the  original  averfion  to  the  American  war,  and  fuch. 
the  difguft  toward  miniftry  on  the  late  unfavorable  events.  But 
the  chief  magi  Urate  would  not  defiii  :  he  fuddenly  called  a  court 
on  this  bufinefs  ;  when  they  met  [Jan.  16.J  it  was  foftened 
down  to  a  propofaf  for  the  city  to  give  a  bounty  for  the  raifing 
of  men  for  the  land  and  fea  fervice.  Warm  debates  enfued,  and 
the  motion  was  thrown  out  by  a  very  great  majority  of  the  com- 
mon council.  Then  followed  a  refolution  condemning  in  flrong 
terms,  the  giving  of  any  countenance  to,  or  being  in  any  man- 
ner inflrumental  in  the  further  continuance  of  the  prefent  ruin- 
ous and  deflruflive  war.  The  difappointed  perfons  however 
opened  a  fubfeription,  "  to  fuppoi  t  the  authority  of  Great-Bri- 
tain over  her  rebellious  colonies  in  America  ;"  the  ftile  proving 
offenfive,  it  was  changed  for  the  fupport  of  king  and  govern- 
ment :  as  they  were  monied  men  and  liberal,  2o,oool.  was  foo* 
fubferibed. 

A  fimilar  attempt  was  made  in  Briftol,  and  the  event  was  fi- 
milar.  But  a  number  of  names  to  large  fums  of  money  appear- 
ed in  a  private  fubfeription,  which  rivalled  in  the  amount  that  at 
London.  Neither  of  thefe  fubferiptions  have  been  found  to  pro- 
duce any  great  effeft.  The  miniflerial  meafure  fucceeded  no 
better  in  the  counties.  A  flrong  government  interefl  wai  foiled 
in  Norfolk  ;  and  the  attempt  produced  a  petition  of  uncommon 
force  and  energy  from  the  freeholders  of  the  county  to  parliament 
againfi  the  American  war. 

The  meafure  of  raifing  new  regiments  was  adopted  in  Scot- 
land with  the  greateft  avidity.  The  cities  of  Edinburgh  and 
Olafgow,  raifed  a  regiment  of  1000  men  each  ;  and  were  indul- 
ged, like  Manchefler  and  Liverpool,  with  the  nomination  of 
officers.  Several  individuals  undertook  and  performed  the  raif- 
ing of  regiments  in  the  Highlands.  The  conditions  were  gene- 
rally the  fame,  and  very  advantageous  to  both  the  raifers  and* 
officers.  Several  independent  companies,  amounting  to  about 
a  regiment  in  point  of  number,  were  raifed  in  Wales  ;  but  the 
battalions,  except  thofe  of  Manchefler  and  Liverpool,  were  all 
formed  in  Scotland. 

When  the  mcafures  of  raifing  men  and  money  came  to  be 
debated,  a  great   law  lord  pronounced  the   meafure  of  raifing 

troops, 
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troops,  without  the  confent  and  during  the  fitting  of  parliament, 
to  be abfolutely  illegal,  unconftitutional,  and  a  high  violation  of 
the  fundamental  privileges  of  parliament;  and  declared  that  the 
committees  at  the  London  Tavern  and  at  Briftol,  who  conducted 
the  fubfcriptions  in  thefe  cities,  had  a£ted  a  daringly  illegal  and 
truly  alarming  part,  having  allumed  a  legillative  power,  and 
acted  in  that  capacity,  in  which,  according  to  the  fpirit  of  the 
conltitution,  and  the  exprefs  meaning  of  the  bill  of  rights,  par- 
liament only  were  empowered  to  act. 

The  queflion  of  benevolences  and  free  gifts  did  not  undergo 
lefs  difcuflion,  nor  their  being  brought  into  practice  incur  lefs 
cenfure,  than  the  do6t rine  of  raifing  forces  without  the  partici- 
pation of  parliament.  They  were  declared  to  have  been  illegal 
at  all  times,  and  in  all  the  itages  of  the  conltitution.  It  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  prefent  meafure  overthrew  the  only  colourable 
argument  ever  brought  to  jultify  the  conduct  of  parliament  in 
endeavouring  to  tax  the  colonies.  It  had  been  held  out,  "  That 
if  the  colonies,  now  that  they  are  grown  powerful  and  opulent, 
fhould  give  free  grants  to  the  crown,  as  they  have  hitherto  cuf- 
tomarily  done  upon  requifition,  the  crown  may  become  inde- 
pendent on  parliament  for  fupplies."  This,  it  was  faid,  became 
the  conftant  cry  of  minilters  to  amufe  and  deceive  the  people, 
»nd  the  cloak  to  hide  their  worft  defigns. 

On  the  6th  of  February,  the  treaties  between  France  and  the 
United  States  were  figned.  The  alliance  between  thefe  two 
powers  had  not  been  concluded  much  more  than  eight  and  forty 
hours  before  it  was  known  by  the  Britifh  miniflry. 

Mr.  Fox,  in  a  debate  five  days  after,  made  it  appear  from  dif- 
ferent calculations,  that  the  number  of  men  loft  to  the  army,  in 
killed,  difabled,  deferted,  and  from  various  other  caufes,  fince 
the  commencement  of  holtilities,  amounted  to  about  twenty 
thou  fan d. 

The  duke  of  Richmond  in  a  committee  of  the  houfe  of  lords 
ftated,  about  the  fame  time,  the  following  facts — That  fince  the 
commencement  of  holtilities,  the  number  of  veffels  belonging 
to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  taken  by  the  American  fhips  of" 
war  and  privateers,  amounted  to  feven  hundred  and  thirty-three ; 
forty-feven  of  which  had  been  releafed,  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty-feven  retaken  : — That  the  lofs  of  the  remaining  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty-nine  appeared  from  the  examination  of  merchants 
to  have  been  worth  at  leaft  two  millions  and  fix  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  : — That  of  two  hundred  fhips  employed  every  year, 
in  the  African  trade,  before  the  prefent  troubles,  whofe  value 
upon  an  average  was  nine  thoufand  pounds  each,  only  forty  re- 
mained in  that  branch  of  trade,  which  was  therefore  diminilfied 

one 
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one  million  four  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  pounds  annually ;— - 
and  that  the  number  of  American  (hips  of  war  and  privateers, 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and'feventy-three,  carrying  two  thou- 
fand five  hundred  and  fifty-fix  guns,  and  about  fourteen  thoufand 
feamen.  Lord  Sandwich,  on  the  other  fide,  ftated  the  number 
of  American  prizes  that  had  been  taken  at  nine  hundred  and  four, 
which  he  eftimated  at  two  thoufand  pounds  each,  making  altoge- 
ther one  million  eight  hundred  and  eight  thoufand  pounds ;  to 
which  he  added  the  value  of  the  fifheries,  from  which  the  Ame- 
ricans were  excluded,  and  then  fixed  the  damage  they  had  faf- 
tained  at  two  millions  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  Upon 
another  occafion  the  duke  ftated  the  extraordinary  war-expences 
of  each  of  the  four  laft  years  feparately ;  and  the  whole  being 
afcertained,  as  near  as  could  be  poffibly  done  for  the  prefent, 
amounted  to  the  grofs  fum  of  twenty-three  millions  eight  hun- 
dred ninety-four  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-two  pounds. 
He  fhowed  alfo,  that  was  a  pacification  to  take  place,  no  lefs  than 
nine  millions  more  would  be  requifite  to  bring  all  matters  relat- 
ing to  the  war  to  a  final  fettlement. 

[Feb.  17.]  Lord  North  introduced  his  conciliatory  propofi- 
tions.  His  plan  was  to  enable  the  crown  to  appoint  commiffi- 
oners  to  treat  with  the  colonies  concerning  the  means  of  putting 
an  end  to  the  prefent  conteft  between  them  and  Great  Britain. 
Five  perfons  were  to  be  invefted  with  ample  powers ;  and  autho- 
rized to  treat  with  congrefs  as  a  lawful  affembly,  reprefenting 
America — with  any  of  the  provincial  affemblies,: — and  with  any 
individuals.  They  were  to  be  empowered  to  order  a  fufpenfioa 
of  arms  ;  to  fufpend  the  operation  of  laws ;  and  to  grant  pardons, 
immunities  and  rewards.  The  title  of  Independent  States  might- 
be  allowed  till  the  treaty  had  been  ratified  by  the  king  and  parli- 
ament. The  commiffioners  were  to  negociate,  upon  a  reunion 
of  the  empire,  for  a  reafonable  contribution  to  its  common  exi- 
gencies ;  but  this  demand  was  not  to  be  infilled  on,  and  to  be 
given  up  rather  than  not  terminate  the  quarrel.  Flis  lordfhip 
faid  in  his  fpeech,  that  Sir  W.  Howe  had  been,  in  the  late  acti- 
ons and  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  campaign,  not  only  in  the 
goodnefs  of  troops,  and  in  all  manner  of  fupplies,  but  alfo  in 
point  of  numbers,  much  fuperior  to  the  American  army  which 
oppcfed  him  in  the  field ;  that  general  Burgoyne  had  been  in 
numbers,  until  the  affair  at  Bennington,  near  twice  as  ftrong 
as  the  army  of  the  enemy  :  that  he  promifed  a  great  army  fhould 
be  fent  out ;  and  that  a  great  army  had  accordingly  been  lent 
out,  to  the  amount  of  60,000  men  and  upward.  The  fpeech 
was  long,  able  and  eloquent,  and  kept  him  up  two  full  hours. — 
A  dull  melancholv  fileace  for  fome  time  fucceeded.    It  was  heard 

with 


A.D.177*-']    AMERICAN    REVOLUTION.      d6i 

with  profound  attention  ;  but  without  a  fingle  mark  of  approba- 
tion. Aftonifhrnent,  dejeclion  and  fear,  over  clouded  the  whole 
affembly.  It  was  conjectured,  that  fome  powerful  motive  had 
induced  miniftry  to  adopt  fuch  an  alteration  of  meafures.  The 
idea  was  confirmed  by  the  pofitive  affertion  of  Mr.  Fox,  that  a 
treaty  had  been  figned  at  Paris,  between  the  colonies  and  France 
by  which  fhe  recognifed  their  independence.  Some  of  the 
country  gentlemen  being  piqued  at  Lord  North's  having  faid, 
that  "  they  had  not  been  mifled  or  deceived,"  rofe  with  great 
warmth,  and  afferted  with  indignation,  that  they  had  been  grofs- 
ly  deceived  and  mifled  by  the  uniform  language  of  government 
for  three  years  paft.  In  general  the  party  declared,  that  as  the 
point  of  taxation,  which  could  be  the  only  rational  ground  of  the 
war,  was  now  given  up,  peace  fhould  be  procured  by  any  means, 
and  in  the  fpeedieft  manner." 

His  lordfhip  fhould  have  early  attended  to  the  hints  contained 
in  the  letter  to  Dr.  Fothergill,  which  the  doclor  got  tranferibed 
and  fent  him,  but  the  miniiter  thought  the  doctor's  correfpon- 
dent  too  fanguine.  The  intimation  that  a  foreign  power  might 
interfere,  fhould  have  produced  a  determination  to  treat  imme- 
diately  a  meffage  to  the  American   comrniffioners  affuring 

them  of  it — and  the  introduction,  if  pofiible  of  the  paffing  of  the 
conciliatory  bills  before  the  delivery  of  the  preliminaries  to  the 
comrniffioners  on  the  i6thof  December  :  whereas  they  were  not 
paffed  till  the  2d  of  March. 

The  day  before  the  conciliatory  propofnions  were  intro- 
duced, a  particular  incident  happened  in  the  houfe  of  lords. — 
After  the  Saratoga  convention,  general  Gates  wrote  a  very  pa- 
thetic and  interelting  letter  to' the  earl  of  Thanet,  with  whom 
he  had  formerly  lived  upon  a  footing  of  great  intimacy.  It  re- 
lated chiefly  to  the  fituation  of  affairs  between  Great-Britain  and 
America.  He  lamented  the  misfortunes  that  had  befallen  his  na- 
tive country,  and  the  danger  to  which  it  was  expofed  ;  and  then 
flated  the  neceflity  of  fpeedily  applying  the  only  remedy  remain- 
ing, for  the  cure  of  tha  many  evils  that  afflicted  or  threatened 
Great  Britain.  This  remedy  he  declared  to  be  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  American  independence,  which  he  faid  the  United 
States  never  would  part  with.  "  A  wife  minifter,"  he  added, 
"  by  refcinding  the  refolutions  paffed  to  fupport  that  fvflem 
which  no  power  on  earth  can  eftablifh,  will  endeavour  to  pre- 
ferve  fo  much  of  the  empire  in  profperity  and  honor,  as  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  times,  and  the  mal-adrniniftration  of  thofe 
who  ruled  before  him,  have  left  to  his  government.  The  Unit- 
ed States  of  America  are  willing  to  be  the  friends,  but  never  will 
fubmit  to  be  the  flaves  of  the  parent  country.  They  are  by  con- 
fan  guin  it  y, 
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fanguinity,  by  language,  and  by  the  affeftion  which  naturally 
fprings  from  thefe,  more  attached  to  England  than  to  any  other 
country  under  the  fun.  Therefore  fpurn  not  the  bleffing  which 
Vet  remains  ;  inftantly  withdraw  your  fleets  and  armies ;  cultivate 
the  commerce  and  friendship  of  America.  Thus,  and  thus  only, 
can-England  hope  to  be  great  and  happy.  Seek  that  in  a  commer- 
cial alliance ;  feek  it  ere  it  be  too  late ;  for  there  only  you  muft 
expect:  to  find  it."  The  earl  of  Thanet  produced  this  letter  in 
the  houfe  ;  and  after  fome  controverfy  it  was  read  ;  and  the  duke 
of  Richmond  moved  that  it  fhould  lie  upon  the  table.  Tl>e  mo- 
tion was  rejected  after  a  warm  debate,  to  the  concern  of  fevera!, 
■who  flattered  themfelves  that  the  letter  might  have  afforded  an 
opening  to  a  favorable  accommodation. 

The  French  ambaffador  delivered  a  refcript  to  lord  Wey- 
mouth, in  which  he  informed  the  court  of  London,  that  the 
king  had  figned  a  treaty  of  friendfhip  and  commerce  with  the 
United  States  of  America.  The  knowledge  of  this  tranfa&ion. 
was  communicated  under  the  parade  of  cultivating  the  good  un- 
derftanding  fubfifting  between  France  and  Great-Britain  ;  and 
was  accompanied  with  a  declaration,  that  the  contracting  parties 
have  paid  great  attention  not  to  ftipulate  any  exclufive  advantages 
in  favor  of  France ;  and  that  the  United  States  have  referved  the 
liberty  of  treating  with  every  nation  whatever,  upon  the  fame 
footing  of  equality  and  reciprocity.  The  refcript  concludes  with 
an  intimation,  that  the  French  king  being  determined  to  protect 
-effectually  the  lawful  commerce  of  his  fubjects,  and  to  maintain 
the  dignity  of  his  flag,  had,  in  confequence,  taken  eventual  mea- 
sures for  thefe  purpofes,  in  concert  with  the  United  States  of 
America.  No  fooner  was  the  account  conveyed  to  the  French 
court,  of  the  immediate  effects  which  the  delivery  of  the  re- 
fcript feemed  to  have  produced  in  London,  than  orders  were 
iffued  for  the  feizure  of  all  the  Britifh  veffels  in  any  of  the 
French  ports.  The  example  was  followed  by  a  fimilar  order  in 
Great  Britain.  But  there  were  few  fhips  in  the  ports  of  either. 
The  French  are  ftill  for  preferving  certain  appearances,  and 
therefore  the  king's  ordnance,  affording  new  and  extraordinary 
advantages  to  the  captors  of  prizes,  although  figned  on  the 
twenty-eighth  of  March,  is  kept  dormant,  without  publication 
or  effect . 

The  reception  of  this  refcript  was  notified  by  the  minifter  to 
the  houfe  of  commons  on  the  17th.  The  notice  was  accompa- 
nied with  a  mefiage  from  the  king,  intimating  that  he  fhould  be 
under  the  necefhty  of  refenting  fo  unprovoked  and  fo  unjuft  an 
aggreflion  on  the  honor  of  his  crown  and  the  effential  intereffs  of 
his  kingdom,  and  expreffmg  his  firm  confidence  on  the  zealous 

and 
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and  affe&ionate  fupport  of  his  faithful  people.  An  addrefs  was 
moved  for  in  anfwer  to  it,  to  affure  the  king  of  the  readinefs  of 
his  people  to  Hand  by  him  in  afferting  the  dignity  of  his  crown, 
and  the  honor  of  the  nation,  and  to  fubmit  with  cheerfulnefs  and 
fpirit  to  the  expences  that  would  be  requifite  for  this  neceffary 
purpofe  ;  and  was  carried  after  a  long  debate.  In  the  houfe  of 
lords,  the  debates  upon  the  like  occafion  were]  attended  with  an 
acrimony  of  language,  and  a  freedom  of  thought,  that  feemed. 
to  fcorn  all  reftraint.  In  the  courfe  of  them  it  was  faid  in  fub- 
ftance — "  The  treatment  we  have  received  from  France  is  mor- 
tifying ;  but  if  we  are  wife,  we  fhall  fupprefs  our  refentment  at 
the  prefent  hour,  and  referve  it  for  a  more  convenient  opportu- 
nity. In  the  continual  viciffitude  of  political  events  on  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe,  we  need  not  wait  long  for  a  favorable  occa- 
fion of  returning  the  blow  given  us  by  France  in  the  prefent  in- 
llance.  Nor  let  us  forget,  that  we  have  ourfelves,  on  former 
occafions,  afted  a  partfimilar  to  that  of  which  we  now  fogriev- 
oufly  complain.  When  the  Seven  United  Provinces  of  the  Ne- 
therlands threw  off  the  yoke  of  Spain,  England  befriended  them 
in  the  fame  manner  France  does  now  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica. When  France  was  torn  by  civil  diffenfions,  we  made  it 
our  bufinefs  to  interfere,  and  to  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  one  of  the 
parties.  The  frequency  of  the  praftice  has  rendered  it  a  com- 
mon rule  of  European  politics.  Every  nation  is  watchful  of 
what  paffes  among  its  neighbours,  to  the  well-known  intent  of 
profiting  by  their  divifions.  It  was  by  a  ftricl:  and  conftant  ob- 
fervance  of  this  maxim,  that  fome  of  the  greateft  princes  and  mi- 
niflers  had  made  fo  fplendid  a  figure.  Queen  Elizabeth  in  Eng- 
land, and  cardinal  Richlieu  in  France,  had  ruled  with  fo  much 
profperity,  and  rifen  to  fuch  fame,  by  never  lofing  fight  of  it. — 
The  fafefl  way  of  revenging  ourfelves,  will  be  by  following  their 
example."  The  queftion  for  an  addrefs  was  carried  by  a  majo- 
rity of  nearly  three  to  one. 

[ March  21.]  A  public  audience  and  reception  was  given  to> 
the  American  commiflioners,  Meffrs.  Franklin,  Deane,  and  Lee, 
by  the  French  monarch.  They  were  introduced  by  Monf.  Ver- 
gennes,  and  received  by  the  king  with  the  ufual  formalities  and 
ceremonials.  This  finking  acknowledgment  of  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries from  the  United  States,  muft  have  mortified  the  miniftry 
and  crown  of  Great-Britain  ;  and  may  be  pronounced  the  poli- 
litical  phenomenon  of  Europe.  The  day  before  it  was  exhibit- 
ed, the  French  ambaffador,  in  confequehce  of  orders  to  quit 
London,  fet  out  for  Paris. 

An  inquiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  nation  had  been  propofed  fome 
time  back,  and  continued  with  unabated  affiduity  in  both  houfes. 

Vol.  II.  Y  v  In 
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In  the  houfe  of  peers,  the  duke  of  Richmond,  its  principal  con- 
ductor, brought  all  matters  relating  to  it  into  a  clear  and  perfpicu- 
ous  arrangement.  He  at  length,  on  the  7th  of  April,  put  an  end 
to  that  intricate  and  laborious  fervice,  by  one  of  the  moft  refo- 
lute  and  animated  fpeeches  ever  pronounced  in  that  affembly. — 
He  moved  for  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  in  which  areprefentation  of 
the  flate  of  his  dominions  was  given,  and  the  conduct  of  the  mi- 
ni fters  feverely  cenfured,  and  his  majefty  urged  to  put  an  end 
to  that  fyftem,  which  had  prevailed  in  his  court  and  adminiftra- 
tion.  He  infilled  upon  it,  as  he  had  repeatedly  done  on  former 
occafions,  that  the  only  meafure  of  fafety  was  to  recal  the  Britifh 
forces  from  the  colonies,  and  to  conclude  an  accommodation 
with  them  upon  the  mod  advantageous  terms  that  could  be  ob- 
tained. He  would  even  agree  to  their  independence.  Oppofi- 
tion  was  not,  however,  unanimous.  The  earl  of  Chatham  re- 
fifled  it  with  a  flrength  of  determination,  and  a  vehemence  of 
fpeech,  that  were  peculiar.  The  earl  of  Shelburne  embraced 
fimilar  fentiments.  They  jointly  protefled  againft  any  meafure 
that  tended  to  the  difmemberment  of  the  empire,  and  to  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  American  independence.  The  latter  empha- 
tically ftiled  it  the  "  fetting  for  ever  of  the  Britifh  fun."  All 
dangers  and  all  trials  were  to  be  encountered  fooner  than  to  fub- 
mit  to  fuch  a  difmemberment.  Great-Britain  was  in  pofTeffion 
of  ample  refources  to  prevent  fuch  a  difafter.  The  numbers  and 
fpirit  of  her  people,  their  riches  avA  their  flrength  were  greater 
than  her  foes  ,  _.ui   even  than  fhe  herlelf  could   well 

afcertain  .  they  had  been  juflly  tried.  During  the  debate  of 
t\:L  day,  the  earl  of  Chatham,  while  engaged  in  his  eager  fpeech 
againii  the  acknowledgment  of  American  independence,  was  feiz- 
ed  with  that  fainting  which  was  the  prelude  to  his  death  on  the 
eleventh  of  May,  in  the  feventieth  year  of  his  age.  He  has  left 
behind  him  the  character  of  one  of  the  greatefl  orators  and 
ifatefmen,  that  this  or  any  other  country  has  ever  produced: 
with  the  fineft  opportunities  in  his  hands  of  acquiring  an  ample 
fortune,  he  left  his  family  deflitute  of  all  fuitable  provifion.  The 
houfe  of  commons,  however,  to  teflify  their  gratitude  to  him  for 
his  important  and  eminent  public  fervices,  provided  for  the  pay- 
ment of  His  debts,  and  fettled  an  honorable  income  upon  his 
pofterity.  \' 

The  duke  of  Richmond's  propofed  addrefs  was  rejected  by  a 
jjreat  majority.     But  a  proteft  was  figned  upon  the  occafion 
twenty  peers,  wherein  they  condemned,  with  the  utmoft  freedom 
and  afperity  of  language,  the  defign   to  perfift   in  the  meafures 
carried  on  inlhejcoionie*. 

[April 


AD,  1778.]     AMERICAN   REVOLUTION.       355 

[April  13.]  A  French  fquadron,  which  had  for  feveral 
months  been  equipping  at  Toulon,  failed  from  that  port  under 
the  command  of  count  d'Eftaing.  It  confifted  of  twelve  fhips  of 
the  line,  and  four  frigates  of  fuperior  fize.  Mr.  Silas  Deane, 
and  Mr.  Gerard,  who  has  been  appointed  the  French  minifler 
to  congrefs,  were  on  board.  On  the  4th  of  May  authentic  in- 
telligence of  its  failing  arrived  at  St.  James's.  Some  of  the  mi- 
nisters happening  to  be  out  of  town,  the  cabinet  could  not  meet 
till  the  fixth  ;  when  orders  and  inftru&ions  were  inltantly  dif- 
patched  to  Portfmouth  ;  and  on  the  next  day  all  hands  were  em- 
ployed in  preparing  for  the  immediate  failing  of  a  powerful  fqua- 
dron. On  Friday  the  8th  the  wind  changed  to  the  weft,  and  it 
was  not  till  the  20th,  that  admirals  Byron  and  Hyde  Parker  fail- 
ed from  Portfmouth  with  twelve  fhips  of  the  line  :  but  the  Bri- 
Itifh  minifters  not  knowing  whither  count  d'Eftaing's  fquadron 
was  deftined,  nor  that  Deane  and  Gerard  were  on  board,  they 
fent  an  exprefs  to  ftop  their  final  failing  till  further  orders,  fo 
that  they  put  into  Plymouth.  At  length  being  relieved  from  their 
doubts  by  the  5th  of  June,  they  determined  to  fend  admiral  By- 
ron to  America,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  give  him  the  command 
on  that  ftation,  by  fending  with  him,  that  leave  to  return  which 
lord  Howe  had  defired ;  and  on  the  9th  the  admiral  failed  from 
Plymouth,  Lord  Howe  had  been  deceived  into  his  command ; 
had  been  deceived  while  in  the  exercife  of  it ;  and  being  tired 
and  difgufied,  had  required  permiffion  to  refign  *, 

[May  13.]  General  Burgoyne  landed  at  Portfmouth.  On 
his  arrival  at  London,  he  foon  difcovered,  that  he  was  no  longer 
an  objeft  of  court  favor.  He  was  refufed  admiflion  to  the  royal 
prefence  j  and  from  thence  experienced  all  thofe  marks  of  be- 
ing in  difgrace,  which  are  fo  well  underflood,  and  fo  quickly 
obferved  by  the  retainers  and  followers  of  courts. 

[May  14.]  Sir  George  Saville  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  repeal  of  certain  penalties  and  difabilities  provided  in 
an  a£lof  the  10th  and  11th  of  William  III.  entitled  an  aft  to 
prevent  the  further  growth  of  popery.  He  propofed  that  a  fuf- 
ficient  tell  might  be  formed,  by  which  the  papifls  fhould  bind 
themfelves  to  the  fupport  of  the  civil  government  by  law  eftab- 
iifhed.  The  motion  was  received  with  univerfal  approbation. 
A  bill  was  brought  in  and  carried  through  both  houfes  with  un- 
common unanimity  ;  miniftry  and  oppofition  vied  with  each 
other  in  aftivity  to  forward  it ;  the  firfl  confidered  it  as  a  prelude 
tp  the  employing  of  papifts  in  the  fleets  and  armies:  that  refpecl- 
able  body,  who  called  themfelves  old  zvkigs,  took  the  lead  avow- 
edly in  fupport  of  it  ;  and  the  bench  of  bifhops  co-operated 
iueartily  with  the  other  promoters  of  it :  it  was  palfed  without  a 

finglc 
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fingle  negative,  and  received  the  royal  aflent  on  the  27th  of 
May.  By  this  aft  the  claufe  in  the  act  of  William  III.  for  pro- 
fecuting  of  popifh  bifhops,  priefts  or  jefuits,  is  repealed  ;  alfo 
that  for  fubjefting  papifts  keeping  fchools  for  the  education  of 
youth  to  perpetual  imprifonment ;  and  that  likewife,  which  dif- 
ables  papifts  from  inheriting  lands  by  defcent,  and  gives  to  the 
next  of  kin,  (being  protectants)  a  right  to  inherit  fucn  lands ;  be- 
fide  that  which  difables  papifis  from  purchafing  manors,  lands  or 
hereditaments,  in  England  or  Wales  ;  but  the  aft  leaves  all  lands 
in  pofTeffion  juft  as  they  were,  and  all  caufes  in  litigation,  as  if  it 
liad  never  been  made  ;  and  the  benefits  arifing  from  it,  reft  on 
the  condition  ©f  taking  a  certain  prefcribed  Qath  of  allegiance 
within  fix  months  of  its  paffing  into  a  law. 

[May  2£.J  Sir  William  Meridith  obferved  in'  the  houfe  of 
commons,  that  the  Britifii  minifters  had  early  and  complete  in- 
telligence of  the  French  preparations  at  Toulon.  He  faid,  that 
on  the  3d  of  January  they  had  notice  of  the  equipment  ;  on  the 
8th  of  February  they  had  advice  of  the  number  of  (hips  that  was 
to  compofe  the  fquadron  ;  and  on  the  28th  of  the  fame  month, 
that  the  crews  were  all  completed  ;  and  that  they  had  early  in- 
formation of  count  d'Eftaing's  arrival,  and  of  the  day  on  which 
he  intended  to  fail.  He  moved,  among  other  matters,  that  it 
did  not  appear  to  the  houfe,  that  any  orders  were  fent  until  the 
29th  of  April,  for  any  fleet  of  obfervation,  to  attend  the  motions 
of  that  from  Toulon  :  but  the  ftrength  of  miniftry  was  too  great" 
to  admit  of  its  being  carried. 

On  the  3d  of  June  a  period  was  put  to  the  feflion  of  parlia- 
ment ;  and  on  the  9th,  the  earl  of  Chatham's  remains  were  ho- 
norably interred  in  Weftminfter  Abbey  at  the  public  expence  ; 
at  which  alfo,  a  magnificent  monument  has  been  ordered  to  be 
erected  in  the  fame  place  to  his  remembrance. 

Warlike  preparations  are  going  forward  in  every  part  of 
Great-Britain  ;  but  the  French  have  undoubtedly  the  ftart,  and 
are  in  the  greater  forwardnefs.  Admiral  Keppel  failed  from  St. 
Helen's  on  a  cruife  offUfhant,  [June  13.]  with  twenty  fhips  of 
the  line  ;  but  not  in  that  excellent  order,  nor  fo  well  manned, 
as  the  critical  fituation  of  affairs  between  the  two  nations  appears 
to  require. 

What  could  not  be  mentioned  in  the  order  of  time,  muft  now 
be  related,  that  capt.  Jones  of  the  Ranger  privateer  from  Portf- 
mouth  in  New-Hampihire  ftate,  toward  the  end  of  April,  landed 
in  the  night,  at  Whitehaven  in  Cumberland,  a  party  of  thirty  men, 
and  fet  fire  to  one  of  the  fhips  in  the  harbour :  by  the  exertion 
pf  the  inhabitants  the  flames  were  extinguifhed  before  they  had 
peached  the  rigging.     He  afterward  landed  forae  men  on   the 

weflern 


//.  D.  1778.J      AMERICAN    REVOLUTION.      357 

weftern  coaft  of  Scotland,  and  plundered  thehoufe  of  lord  Sel- 
kirk, near  Kirkudbright,  of  plate,  jewels  and  other  valuable  arti- 
cles. He  is  a  Scotchman  by  birth,  and  is  faid  to  have  lived  for- 
merly with  his  lordftiip. 

You  mayexpefct  from  me  the  earliell  intelligence  of  thofe  im- 
portant tranfaitions,  that  are  about  to  commence  in  this  quarter 
of  the  world. 


LETTER       XII. 

Rotterdam,  Aug.  15,   1778, 
Friend  G. 

THE  French,  to  perplex  the  councils  of  the  Britifh  court  af- 
fembled  a  multitude  of  regiments  from  all  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, and  marched  them  down  to  the  fea  fide,  where  they  form- 
ed large  encampments  oppofite  to  the  fhores  of  Great  Britain. — 
Thefe  manoeuvres  occafioned  the  calling  out  and  embodying  of  the 
militia  of  England  upon  the  rifing  of  parliament.  The  militia  be- 
ing joined  by  the  regular  forces,  camps  were  formed  in  different 
places :  but  the  nation  trufted  moll  to  the  navy. 

My  laft  clofed  with  the  account  of  admiral  Keppel's  having 
failed.  He  was  defervedly  in  the  higheft  efleem  with  his  own 
profeflion,  as  well  as  the  public.  It  was  extremely  proper  there- 
lore  that  he  fhould  be  appointed  to  command  that  fleet,  to  which 
was  committed  the  defence  of  the  ifland,  the  protection  of  the 
homeward  bound  trade,  and  the  prefervation  of  the  dignity  of 
the  Britifh  flag  in  the  adjoining  feas.  On  his  arrival  at  Ports- 
mouth toward  the  end  of  March,  he  found  matters  very  differ- 
ent from  the  opinion  that  had  been  generally  circulated,  and 
from  what  he  himfelf  had  been  led  to  expecl.  Inflead  of  a 
ilrong  and  well  appointed  fleet,  he  difcovered  to  his  aflonifh- 
ment,  that  there  were  only  fix  fail  of  the  line  in  any  degree  of 
condition  for  immediate  fervice;  even  thefe  on  his  reviewing 
them,  with  a  feaman's  eye,  gave  him  no  peculiar  pleafure.  The 
paucity  and  condition  of  both  men  and  Ihips  was  not  more 
alarming,  than  the  deficiency  of  all  kinds  of  naval  flores  was  la- 
mentable ; 
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mentable ;  but  the  admiral  afted  with  fuch  prudence  and  cauti' 
on,  as  to  prevent  that  increafe  of  the  public  alarm,  that  a  dif- 
play  of  thefe   circumflances  muft  have  occafioned.     He  urged 
his  private  applications  to  the  admiralty,  with  fuch  affiduity  and 
effeft,  that  a  new  fpirit  and  unufual  degree  of  vigor  were  fud» 
denly  (een  to  pervade  the  naval  department;  and  fuch  induflry 
was  ufed,  that  belide  difpatching  the  twelve  fhips  for  America 
under  Byron,  he  was  enabled  to  take  the  feas  with  a  fleet  of 
twenty  fail  of  the  line,  at  the  time  already  mentioned.     He  had 
fcarcely  arrived  at  his  flation  in  the  Bay  of  Bifcay,  when  two 
Trench  frigates,  with  two  fmaller  veflels  appeared  in  fight,  and 
were  evidently  taking  a  furvey  of  the  fleet,  War  had  not  been  de^ 
clared,  nor  reprifals  ordered :  but  it  was  neceffary  to  Hop  thefe 
frigates,  as  well  to  obtain  intelligence,  as  to  prevent  its  being 
conveyed.     A  general  fignal  for  chafing  was  made ;   a  fhip  of 
the  line  got  at  length  along  fide  of  the  Licorne  of  32  guns ;  on 
lier  firing  a  gun,  the  Frenchman  flood  to  her  and  was  brought 
into  the  fleet.     Mean  while,  the  other  French  frigate,  La  Belle 
Poule,    of  twenty-fix    heavy  twelve  pounders,    befide  feveral 
others  of  lighter  metal,  with  a  fchooner  of  ten  ,guns  in  company 
were  clofely  purfued  by  the  Arethufa  frigate  of  only  twenty-eight 
fix  pounders,  and  the  Alert  cutter,  till  out  of  fight  of  the  fleet. 
The  Arethufa  getting  up  with  her  chafe,  captain  Marjliall  re* 
quelled  the  French  officer,  lieutenant  Chadeau  dt  la  Clocheterit  to 
bring  to,  and  acquainted  him  with  the  orders  for  conducting  him 
to  the  admiral.     A  compliance   being  refufed,  the  captain  fired 
a  fhot  acrofs  the  Belle  Poule,  which  fhe  inflantly  returned,  by 
pouring  her  whole  broadfide  into  the  Arethufa.   A  defperate  en- 
gagement enfued  with  unufual  warmth  and  animofity  for  above 
two  hours,  each  fide  vying  with  the  utmofl  degree   of  national 
emulation  to  obtain  the  palm  of  vittory,  in  this  firft  aftion  and 
opening  of  a  new  war.     The  Belle  Poule  had  the  fuperiority 
not  only  in  the  weight  of  metal,  but  in  number  of  men.     The 
Arethufa  was  fo  fhattered,  that  fhe  became  almoft  unmanageable 
as  there  was  little   wind.     The  captain  was  obliged  to  act  with 
the  more  caution,  as  he  was  upon   the  French  coafl,  and  clofe 
on  fhore  at  midnight.    The  Belle  Poule  having  her  head  in  with 
the  land,  and  meeting  with  no  further  interruption  from  the 
Arethufa,  embraced  the  opportunity  of  ftanding  into  a  fmall 
bay.     During   the  forepart  of  this  a£lion,  the  engagement  was 
no  lefs  warm  between  the  Alert  cutter  and  French  fchooner. — 
Their  force  was  about  equal.     The  conteft  was  well  fupported 
for  upward  of  an  hour,  when  the  fchooner  was  compelled  to 
ftrike.     Next  morning  an  unexpe£led  movement  made  by  the 
Licorne,  occafioned  one  of  the  convoy  to  fire  a  fhot  acrofs  her 
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way,  as  a  flgnal  for  keeping  her  courfe,  when  to  the  aftonifh- 
ment  of  admiral  Keppel  and  the  whole  fleet,  (he  fuddenly  pour- 
ed her  whole  broad-fide,  accompanied  with  a  general  difcharge 
of  mufketry,  into  the  America  of  74  guns,  at  the  inftant  lord 
Longford  her  commander  was  ftanding  upon  the  gunwale,  and 
talking  in  terms  of  the  utmoft  politenefs  to  the  French  captain. 
The  frigate  inftantly  ftruck  her  colours,  as  foon  as  fhe  had  dif- 
charged  her  fire.  Only  four  of  the  America's  people  were 
wounded.     Notwithftanding  the  provocation,  lord  Longford  had 

fuch  command  of  his  temper  as  not  to  return  a  fingle  fhot. 

Another  French  frigate  falling  in  with  the  fleet,  was  detained  by 
the  admiral  under  the  plea  of  hoft.il  ity  committed  by  the  Li- 
come  ;  but  feveral  French  merchantmen!  were  fuffered  to  pafs 
through  the  fleet  unmolefted.  The  capture  of  the  French  fri- 
gates afforded  the  admiral  a  fource  of  the  moft  critical  and 
alarming  information.  He  was  now  within  fight  of  Ufhant, 
when  he  difcovered  to  his  aftonifhment,  that  the  French  fleet  in 
Breft  road  and  Breft.  water  amounted  to  thirty-two  fhips  of  the 
line,  befide  10  or  12  frigates,  while  his  own  force  con  filled  on- 
ly of  20  of  the  former,  and  three  of  the  latter.  The  odds  be- 
tween the  two  fleets  was  fo  vaft,  that  he  could  not  juftify  rifkinjr 
an  a£tion,  which  might  prove  fatal  to  the  kingdom.  But  it 
gave  him  the  greateft  uneafinefs,  to  find  himfelf  obliged  to  turn 
his  back  on  France.  The  French  no  fooner  determined  to  take 
a  decided  part  with  the  Americans,  than  they  affiduoufly  applied 
themfelves  to  the  getting  of  their  navy  into  the  utmoft  forward- 
nefs  for  actual  fervice;  and  had  proceeded  with  fuch  profound 
fecrecy,  that  the  ftrength  of  it  had  not  tranfpired  fo  as  to  reach 
the  Britifh  mmiftry,  who  appear  to  have  been  wanting  in  procur- 
ing good  and  early  intelligence;  which  was  a  matter  of  fomuch 
importance  in  the  eftimation  of  the  French,  that  they  ufed  everv 
mean  for  obtaining  it.  The  Breft  fleet  lay  ready  for  failing;  and 
was  only  detained  till  the  deftination  of  admiral  Byron's  force 
could  be  afcertained  at  Paris. 

[June  27.]  On  the  return  of  the  Britifh  fleet  to  Pcrtfmouth 
the  admiral's  conduct  was  branded  with  the  moll  opprobrious 
terms,  and  afcribed  to  the  moil  difgraceful  motives,  and  his 
general  character  treated  with  the  moft  indecent  fcurrility,  in 
thofe  publications  which  he  confidered  as  under  the  immediate 
direction  of  the  minifters.  He  bore  all  with  wonderful  temper; 
made  no  complaints ;  preffed  forward  the  preparations  for  his  re- 
turn to  fea,  without  noife  or  parade;  and  fubmitted  to  all  the 
unmerited  reproach  thrown  upon  him,  without  being  provoked 
to  a  juftification,  which,  by  the  narration  of  the  fact,  muft  have 
criminated  the  firfl  lord  of  the  admiralty.  The  feafonable  arri- 
val 


q6o       The    HISTORY    of    the  [A.  D.  1778. 

val  of  the  two  firft  of  the  Britifh  Weft-India  fleets,  and  of  the 
Levant  trade,  brought  in  a  fupply  of  feamen,  at  the  moft  critical 
period  in  which  they  could  have  been  wanted.  By  this  mean 
and  t  he  exertions  every  where  ufed  by  the  admiralty,  Keppel 
was  enabled  to  put  again  to  fea,  on  the  ninth  of  July,  with  24 
fhips  of  the  line,  and  was  joined  on  the  way  by  fix  more:  he 
had  alfo  an  addition  of  one  frigate  and  two  fire  fhips.  Mean 
while  the  French  king  made  ufe  of  the  engagement  with  the  Belle 
Poule  and  the  taking  of  the  other  frigates,  as  the  oftenfible 
ground  for  ifluing  out  orders  for  a  reprifal  on  Britifh  mips,  and 
the  ordinance  figned  the  28th  of  March,  was  immediately  pub- 
lifhed.  Similar  meafures  were  purfued  in  Great-Britain,  when 
the  account  of  thefe  tranfa£Hons  was  received.  Thus  nothing  of 
war  was  wanting  between  the  two  nations  excepting  the  formality 
of  the  declaration. 

The  force  and  deflination  of  admiral  Byron  being  at  length 
made  certain  to  the  French  miniftry,  orders  were  lent  to  the 
Breft  fleet  to  proceed  to  fea.  They  inftantly  weighed  anchor, 
and  failed  the  day  preceding  the  departure  of  the  Britifh  fleet 
from  Portfmouth.  They  amounted  to  32  fhips  of  the  line  and 
a  cloud  of  frigates,  and  were  divided  into  three  fquadrons,  the 
whole  under  the  command  of  the  count  D'Orvilliers,  who  was 
aflifled  in  his  own  particular  divifion,  by  admiral  the  count  de 
Guichen.  The  fecond  was  commanded  by  the  count  Duchaf- 
fault,  aflifled  by  MonfieurdeRochechovart ;  and  the  third  by  the 
duke  of  Chartres,  a  prince  of  the  blood,  feconded  by  admiral 
the  count  de  Grafle.  The  duke  was  fent  on  board  by  the  court 
to  animate  the  fleet,  and  to  intimate  the  greatnefs  of  the  objects 
propofed,  and  how  much  reliance  was  placed  on  the  courage  and 
exertions  of  the  officers  and  feamen.  The  Britifh  fleet  was  alfo 
thrown  into  three  divifions,  the  van  being  commanded  by  Sir 
Robert  Harland,  and  the  rear  by  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer.  The  com- 
mander in  chief,  with  the  centre  divifion,  was  aflifled  by  the  vo- 
luntary fervices  of  admiral  Campbell,  a  brave  and  experienced  of- 
ficer, who  from  ancient  fi  iendfhip  and  a  long  participation  of 
danger  and  fervice,  condefcended  to  act  as  firfl  captain  in  Kep- 
pel's  own  fhip  the  Victory.  The  two  fleets  came  in  fight  of 
each  other  on  the  23d  in  the  afternoon.  From  the  movements  of 
the  French  admiral,  it  was  inferred  that  he  had  no  knowledge  of 
the  increafe  of  Keppel's  flrength  :  but  confidered  his  fleet  as  be- 
ing in  number  the  fame  as  when  on  its  ftation  before  Breft.  He 
appeared  difpofed  to  bring  on  an  immediate  action  :  but  when  the 
fleets  approached  fo  near  as  to  difcover  each  other's  force,  he  ap- 
parently relinquifhed  that  determination,  and  continued  afterward 
ro  evade,  with  great   caution  and  knowledge  in  his  profefTion, 

all 
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all  thofe  endeavours  which  were  ufed  on  the  other  fide  to  bring 
on  an  engagement.     Through  a  frefh  gale  and  a  change  of  wind 
in  the  night,  the  French  gained  the  weather  gage,  by  which  they 
had  the  advantage,  either  of  bringing  it  on  or  of  totally  avoiding 
it.     But  two  of  their  line  of  battle  (hips  fell  confiderably  to  the 
leeward,  and  were  fo  effectually  cut  off  from  the  reft  of  the  fleet, 
that  they  were  never  able  to  rejoin  it  during  the  remainder  of  the 
cruife.  This  put  the  hoflile  fleets  on  an  equality  in  point  of  num- 
ber, with  refpeft  to  line  of  battle  fhips.     The  Britifh  fleet  conti- 
nued conftantly  to  beat  up  againft  the  wind  in  purfuit  of  the 
French,  who  declined  coming  to  a  general  engagement,  as  they 
-daily  expe&ed   a  ftrong  reinforcement,  and  hoped  to  intercept 
the  commercial  fleets,  that,  while  making  for  the  Britifh  ports, 
would  have  to  pafs  through  the  track,  in   which  their  numerous 
frigates  were  (rationed.     Admiral  Keppel  penetrated  their  mo- 
tives, and  labored  to  bring  them  to  a£lion  ;  and  as  the  preferving 
of  a  regular  line  of  battle  with  any  hope  of  it  was  evidently  im- 
practicable, the  fignal  for  chafing  to  windward  was  kept  con- 
stantly flying.     [July  27.]  Some  fudden  fhifts  of  wind,  together 
with  an  unexpected  and  unintentional  effect  produced  bv  an  evo- 
lution on  the  French  fide,  being  all  improved  by  the  moll  mafter- 
lv  efforts  on  the  other,  brought  the  two  fleets  fo  clofe  that  they 
could  not  part  without  an  a61ion.     But  the  French  endeavoured 
to  evade  its  confequences  as  much  as  poffible  ;  and  by   fuddenly 
putting  about  on  the  contrary  tack,  altered  the   courfe  of  the 
fhips  in  each  fleet,  fo  that  they  could  engage  only  as  they  paffed, 
inftead  of  lying  fide  to  fide,  and  thereby  making  an  effectual  im- 
preffion. 

The  French  began,  by  firing  at  a  great  diftance  on  the  head- 
moft  of  Sir  Robert  Harland'sdivifion  as  the  fhips  led  up,  but  not 
a  fhot  was  returned  till  they  were  near  the  enemy.     The  example 
was  followed,  or  a  fimilar  conduct  purfued  by  the  fleet  in  general, 
as  fall  as  each  fhip  could  clofe  up  with  the  French  ;  and  not- 
withstanding their  having  been  neceffarily  extended  by  the  chafe, 
they  were  all  foon  in  battle.    As  the  fleets  paffed  each  other  very 
clofe  on  the  oppofite  tacks,  the  cannonade  was  heavy,  and  the 
effeel;  considerable.     The  aclion  lafted  about  three   hours.     As 
the  French  in  their  ufual   way,    directed   their  fire   principally 
againft  the  rigging,  feveral  of  the  Britifh  fhips  fuffered  confide- 
rably in  their  mafts,  yards  and  fails.     The   Britifh  fire  which 
was  principally  levelled  at  the  hulls  of  the  enemy,  was  not  defi- 
cient in  its  effect  of  another  kind,  the  deftruction  of  the  feamen. 
The  action  being  over  for  the  prefent,  admiral  Keppel  hauled 
down  the  fignal  for  battle,  till  the  fhips  could  recover   their  Ra- 
tions, or  get  near  enough  to  fupport  each  ©ther  on  the  renewal 
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of  the  a&ion.  To  call  them  together  for  that  purpofe,  he  im- 
mediately made  the  fignal  to  form  the  line  of  battle  a-head, 
which  was  confidered  as  commanding  the  moll  prompt  obedi- 
ence. Admiral  Pallifer  was  at  this  moment  in  his  proper  ftati- 
on  ;  but  quitted  it,  and  paffing  Keppel  to  leeward  on  the  contra- 
ry tack,  while  the  latter  was  advancing  to  the  enemy,  never  came 
into  the  line  during  the  rell  of  the  day.  Pallifer  being  totally  out 
of  the  line,  other  fhips  far  aflern,  and  5  difabled  in  their  rigging, 
at  a  great  diftance  to  leeward,  the  Britifh  admiral,  about  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  could  not  collect  above  twelve  (hips  to 
renew  the  engagement.  The  French  obferving  the  expofed  fitu- 
ation  of  the  Britifh  fhips,  which  had  fallen  to  leeward  to  repair 
their  damages,  edged  away  with  an  evident  intention  of  cutting 
them  off  from  the  reft  of  the  fleet.  Admiral  Keppel  inftantly  difcern- 
ed  their  defign  and  the  danger  of  the  fhips,  and  fuddenly  wore  and 
flood  athwart  the  van  of  the  enemy,  in  a  diagonal  line,  for  their 
protection.  He  alfo  difpatched  orders  to  Sir  Robert  Harland 
to  form  his  divifion  at  a  diftailce  aftern  of  the  Victory,  to  cover 
the  rear  and  keep  the  enemy  in  check,  till  Pallifer  fhould,  in 
obedience  to  the  fignal,  come  with  his  divifion  into  his  proper 
ftation.  The  protection  of  the  difabled  fhips  being  accomplifh- 
ed,  and  the  French  continuing  to  form  their  line,  ranging  up  to 
leeward  parellel  to  the  centre  divifion,  it  became  the  admiral's 
immediate  object  to  form  his  as  fpeedily  as  poffible,  in  order  to 
bear  down  upon  them  and  renew  the  battle.  Seeing  Pallifer  ftill 
to  windward,  fhc  fent  capt.  Windfor  of  the  Fox  frigate  with  ex- 
prefs  orders  to  him  to  bear  down  into  his  wake  ;  and  to  tell  him, 
that  he  only  waited  for  him  and  his  divifion  to  renew  the  attack. 
This  order  not  producing  the  defired  effect,  the  admiral  threw 
out  the  fignal  for  all  fhips  to  come  into  their  ftations ;  and  again 
at  feven  o'clock,  being  wearied  out  with  fruitlefs  expectation, 
he  made  the  fignal  for  each  particular  fhip  of  Pallifer's  divifion  to 
come  into  her  Ration  in  the  line  ;  but  before  they  had  complied 
with  this  fignal,  night  put  an  end  to  all  further  operations.  From 
a  motive  of  delicacy,  no  fignal  was  particularly  thrown  out  to 
the  Formidable,  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's  own  fhip. 

The  French  could  have  renewed  the  action  during  every  hour 
of  the  afternoon,  with  apparant  advantages,  which  from  the  fitu- 
ation  of  affairs  could  not  poffibly  have  efcaped  their  obfervation. 
Their  conduct  the  following  night  indicated  their  indifpofition 
to  a  renewal  of  it.  Three  of  their  befl  failing  veffels  were  ftati- 
oned.at  proper  diftanccs  with  lights  to  divert  the  attention  of  the 
Britifh  fleet,  and  to  induce  a  belief  that  their  whole  line  ftill 
kept  its  pofition.  During  this  deception  the  reft  of  the  fleet 
withdrew  in  the  moft  filent  manner,  without  lights  or  other  fig- 

nals 
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nals  than  the  throwing  up  of  fome  rockets  ;  and  made  the  beft 
of  their  way  to  Breft,  where  they  arrived  the  next  evening.  By 
day  light  the  French  fleet  had  got  at  fuch  a  diflance,  that  the  Bri- 
tifh admiral  concluded,  he  had  not  the  fmalleft  profpect  of  com- 
ing up  with  them,  and  that  neither  a  general  nor  partial  purfuit 
could  anfwer  any  beneficial  purpofe.  He  therefore  left  only  a 
proper  force  to  protect  the  homeward  bound  trade,  and  then 
made  the  beft  of  his  way  to  Plymouth,  as  being  the  neareft  port, 
in  order  to  put  the  fleet  into  a  proper  condition  to  return  in 
queft  of  the  enemy. 

It  was  obferved  on  the  day  of  action  with  equal  furprife  and 
regret,  and  by  fome  of  the  braved  and  raoft  experienced  Britifh 
officers,  that  the  French  worked  and  manoeuvred  their  (hips, 
with  a  degree  of  feamen-like  addrefs  and  dexterity,  which  they 
never  before  perceived.  The  event  of  the  day,  and  the  confe- 
quent  efcape  of  the  French  fleet  were  to  admiral  Keppel  intole- 
rably grievous.  By  his  confummate  (kill,  and  the  molt  inceflant 
induftry,  he  had  gained  after  four  days  purfuit  of  the  enemy,  one 
of  the  faired  opportunities  of  doing  the  mod  fignal  fervice  to 
his  country,  in  the  mod  critical  exigency,  and  of  raifing  his  own 
name  to  the  fummit  of  naval  renown.  He  hoped  to  have  made 
the  27th  of  July,  "  a  proud  day  to  Great-Britain."  All  thefe 
mighty  advantages  and  glorious  rewards  were  unaccountably  ra- 
vifhed  from  him,  when  they  appeared  within  his  grafp.  In  Ply- 
mouth, the  failure  of  a  complete  victory  was  attributed  to  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer  ;  whofe  non-compliance  with  the  admiral's  fig- 
nals  has  been  afcribed  by  many  to  the  difabled  condition  of  fome 
of  the  (hips  in  his  divifion. 

The  admiral,  with  wonderful  temper,  and  no  lefs  prudence, 
accommodated  his  conduct  to  the  ncceflity  of  his  fituation,  and 
made  the  public  fecurity  and  intereft  the  only  objects  of  his  di- 
rection. He  advanced  no  charge  againd  Pallifer.  His  public 
letter  was  (hort,  general,  and  barren  of  information.  It  dated 
facts  fo  far  as  it  went,  threw  no  blame  upon  any  body,  and  com- 
mended the  bravery  of  the  officers  in  general,  and  of  Sir  Ro- 
bert Harland  and  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  in  particular.  But  this  ap- 
probation is  to  be  applied  only  to  the  particular  circumftances 
and  immediate  time  of  the  aftion  ;  the  fubfequent  tranfactionsof 
the  afternoon,  were  in  general  thrown  into  the  (hade ;  and  the 
caufes  that  prevented  a  renewal  of  the  engagement  left  in  fuch 
obfcurity,  as  has  drawn  no  fmall  (hare  of  cenfure  upon  Keppel 
himfelf. 

The  French  fleet  returned  to  Bred  confiderably  damaged  in 
their  hulls,  but  glorying  in  an  action,  wherein  they  had  engaged 
an  equal  number  of  Britifh  (hips  without  the  lofs  of  a  (ingle  vef- 
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fel,  as  though  they  had  gained  a  viclory.  It  will  be  fome  time 
before  they  are  fully  repaired,  through  a  fcarcity  of  the  neceffary 
means. 

1  he  Americans  have  many  friends  in  Holland,  who  will  be 
ready  10  affift  them  when  an  opportunity  offers  ;  but  not  a-la- 
mode  de  Paris.  They  have  not  the  fame  inducements  with  the 
French  to  venture  on  a  war  with  Britain,  in  favor  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  your  United  States.  Dutch  policy  will  keep  them 
from  it,  that  they  may  enjoy  the  fweets  of  a  neutrality  while 
others  are  fighting.  They  may  fupply  you  with  a  loan  ;  but 
they  will  not  draw  the  fword  in  your  behalf.  Nothing  will  bring 
them  to  this,  unlefs  Britain  fhould  add  to  their  long  catalogue  ot 
political  errors,  that  of  compelling  them  to  it. 
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LETTER      XIII. 


Roxbury,  Nov.  12,  1778. 

LIEUTENANT  colonel  Ethan  Allen  was  at  length  exchang- 
ed ;  and  congrefs  granted  him  a  brevet  commiffion  of  co- 
lonel, [May  14.]  in  reward  of  his  fortitude  and  zeal  in  the  caufe 
of  his  country. 

General  Sullivan  being  fent  to  command  at  Providence,  gen. 
Pigot  who  was  at  Newport,  inferred  that  there  was  a  defign  of 
attacking  Rhode-Ifland  whenever  an  opportunity  offered  :  the 
latter  therefore  concluded  upon  an  expedition  that  might  delay 
or  fruflrate  the  event.  Lieut,  col.  Campbell,  with  about  £00. 
Britifh  and  Heffianswas  fent  off  in  the  night  of  the  24th,  paffed 
up  the  river,  and  landed  from  the  fhips,  tenders,  and  boats,  be- 
fore day,  between  Warren  and  Poppafquafh-point.  At  day 
light  [May  25.]  thev  marched  in  two  bodies,  one  for  Warren, 
and  the  other  for  the  head  of  Kickemuet  river,  where  they  de- 
flroyed  about  feventy  flat-bottomed  boats,  and  fet  fire  to  one 
of  the  flategallies,  which  was  extinguifhed  without  doing  much 
injury.  They  burnt  alfo  a  quantity  of  pitch,  tar,  plank,  &c. — 
They  then  fired  the  meet ing-houfe  at  Warren,  and  feven  dwel- 
ling houfes  ;  and  retreated  toward  Briflo!,  where  their  fhips  and 
boats  had  fallen  down  to  receive  them.     In  Briftol  they  burnt 

two 
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two  and  twenty  houfes,  and  through  miftake  the  church  inftead 
of  the  meeting  houfe.  The  deftrutlion  of  houfes  and  places  of 
worfhip  was  afterward  attributed  chiefly  to  the  licentioufnefs  of 
the  foldiers,  who  treated  both  friends  and  foes  with  cruelty, 
plundering  houfes  and  robbing  women  of  their  fhoe- buckles,  gold 
rings  and  handkerchiefs.  They  carried  off  with  them  a  ffate  gal- 
ley. A  few  davs  after,  a  party  of  150  men  were  fent  from  New- 
port to  burn  the  faw-mills  and  contiguous  houfes  at  Tiverton.— 
They  fired  an  old  mill  and  old  houfe  near  the  place  of  landing  ; 
and  then  proceeded  for  the  town  to  execute  the  bufinefs  they 
were  fent  upon  :  but  the  bridge  leading  to  it  being  defended  by 
five  and  twenty  men,  they  could  not  crofs  though  they  at- 
tempted  it  repeatedly.  The  advancing  feafon  will  clofe  thefe 
fmall  excurfions  by  bringing  forward  more  capital  opera- 
tions :    and  for  the  counteracting  of  which,    the  Americans 

muft  depend    much  upon   fupplies   from    France. This 

reminds  me,  that  on  the  28th,  a  French  50  gun  fhip  with  350 
men,  a  brig  and  a  fchooner,  bringing  arms  and  dry  goods,  arriv- 
ed in  James  river  Virginia,  from  Rochford.  Congrefs  the  next 
day,  to  commemorate  the  agreeable  event  which  has  taken  place 
between  France  and  the  United  States,  refolved  that  a  new 
continental  frigate,  built  in  the  Maffachufetts,  «nd  lately  launch- 
ed, fhould  be  called  the  Alliance.  Within  three  weeks  after,  the 
command  of  her  was  beftowed  upon  capt.  Peter  Landais. 

In  the  beginning  of  June,  the  Trident  arrived  in  the  Dela- 
ware with  the  earl  of  Carlifle,  Mr.  Eden  and  gov.  Johnftone, 
three  of  the  commiffioners  for  reftoring  peace  between  Great 
Britain  and  America.  On  the  9th  Sir  Henry  Clinton  informed 
gen.  Wafhington  of  their  being  at  Philadelphia,  and  requefted 
a  paffport  for  doftor  Fergufon,  their  fecretary,  with  a  letter 
from  them  to  congrefs.  The  general  declined  granting  a  paff- 
port, which  was  unanimouily  approved  by  congrefs.  The  refu- 
sal made  it  neceffary  to  forward  the  letter,  with  the  a£ls,  a  co- 
py of  their  commifiion  and  other  papers  by  the  common  inter- 
courfe.  They  were  received  by  an  exprefs  from  Wafhington 
on  the  13th,  and  the  letter  was  read  till  fome  oftenfive  language 
againft  his  mofl  Chriflian  majefly  offered,  on  which  the  further 
reading  of  it  was  fufpended  till  the  16th  ;  when  the  reading  of  that 
and  the  other  papers  was  finifhed.  They  were  referred  to  a 
committee,  who  drew  up  a  letter  to  be  fent  by  the  prefident  in 
anfwer  to  the  letter  and  papers  from  the  commiffioners,  which 
was  unanimoufly  agreed  toby  the  delegates  on  the  17th,  and  was 
as  follows — "  I  have  received  the  letter  from  your  excellencies  of 
the  9th  inftant,  with  the  enclofures,  and  laid  them  before 
congrefs.    Nothing  but  an  earneft  defire  to  fpare  the  further  ei- 
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fufion  of  human  blob"3  could  have  induced  them  to  read  a  paper 
containing  expreflions  fo  difrefpe&ful  to  his  moft  Chriftian  ma- 
jefty,  the  good  and  great  ally  of  thefe  ftates,  or  to  confider  pro- 
portions fo  derogatory  to  the  honor  of  an  independent  nation.  The 
a&s  of  the  Britifh  parliament,  the  commiflion  from  your  fove- 
reign,  and  your  letter,  fuppofe  the  people  of  thefe  ftates  to  be 
fubje£ts  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  are  founded  on  the 
idea  of  independence,  which  is  utterly  inadmiflible,  I  am  further 
dire£ted  to  inform  your  excellencies,  that  congrefs  are  inclined 
to  peace,  notwithftanding  the  unjuft  claims  from  which  this  war 
originated,  and  the  favage  manner  in  which  it  hath  been  con- 
ducted. They  will  therefore  be  ready  to  enter  upon  the  confi- 
deration  of  a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce,  not  inconfillent 
with  treaties  already  fubfifting,  when  the  king  of  Great  Britain 
(hall  demonftrate  a  fincere  difpofition  for  that  purpofe.  The 
only  folid  proof  of  this  difpofition  will  be  an  explicit  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  independence  of  thefe  ftates,  or  the  withdraw- 
ing his  fleets  and  armies. — I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excel- 
lencies moft  obedient  and  humble  fervant."  Before  this  letter 
could  be  received  by  the  commiflioners,  a  movement  took  place 
at  Philadelphia,  which  mud  have  completely  fruftrated  all  nego- 
ciation,  had  the  fcme  been  even  in  a  train  anfwering  to  the  wifh- 
es  of  the  Britifh  agents ;  for  it  indicated  an  apprehenfion  of  great 
danger  to  the  royal  forces  fhould  they  continue  in  the  city. 

Mr.-Eden  brought  with  him  fecret  orders  for  the  fpeedy 
evacuation  of  Philadelphia :  they  were  fo  fecret  as  not  to  be 
made  known  either  to  himfelf  or  governor  Johnftone.  Whether 
the  earl  of  Carlifle  met  with  the  like  treatment  is  not  yet  afcer- 
tained,  It  has  been  publicly  aflerted,  that  the  orders  were  dated 
exaftly  three  weeks  before  the  commiflioners  failed  from  England 
which  carries  the  date  back  to  the  laft  of  March.  On  their 
delivery,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  immediately  applied  himfelf  to  the 
putting  of  them  into  execution.  By  the  eighteenth  every 
thing  being  ready,  the  Britifh  army  evacuated  the  city,  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  They  proceeded  to  Gloucefter  Point 
three  miles  down  the  river,  and  before  ten  the  whole  had  pafled 
in  fafety  acrofs  the  Delaware  into  New- Jerfey.  At  ten  they  be- 
gan their  march  to  Haddonfield,  which  they  reached  the 
fame  day.  Your  curiofity  may  make  you  defirous  of  knowing 
in  what  condition  the  Britifh  left  Philadelphia.  An  American 
fon  of  liberty,  who  vifited  it  in  the  begining  of  July,  wrote  to 
his  friend—"  The  whole  north  fide  ot  the  city,  before  you  en- 
ter, is  a  promifcuous  fcene  of  ruin.  Upon  getting  into  the  city 
J  was  furprifed  to  find  it  had  fuffered  fo  little.  I  queftion  whe- 
ther it  would  have  fared  better,  had  our  own  troops  been  in  pof- 
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feflion  of  it,  that  is,  as  to  the  buildings."     The  neceffary  prepa- 
rations for  its  evacuation  could  not  be  concealed  from  general 
Wafhington;  when  the  appearance  of  their  intending  to  inarch 
through  Jerfey  became  ferious,  he  detached  general  Maxwell's 
brigade,  in  conjunction  with  the  militia  of  that  flate,  to  impede 
the  progrefs  of  the  royal  troops,  fo  as  to  give  the  American  ar- 
my time  to  come  up  with  them,  and  to  take  advantage  of  any 
favorable  circumftances  that  might  offer.     Some  time  before, 
gen.  Lee  having  been  exchanged,  had  joined  the  army  at  Val- 
ley Forge.     The  evening  preceding  the  evacuation,  the  princi- 
ples of  the  operations  proper  to  be  adopted  were  taken  up  and 
fully  difcuffed  by  his  excellency  and  the  general  officers,  when 
it  appeared  to  be  the  common  fentiment,  that  it  would  be  highly 
criminal  to  hazard  a  general  aclion  with  the  enemy  at  prefent,  as 
by  it  they  might  lofe  every  advantage  which  a  three  years  war, 
combined  with    many  fortunate  circumftances,   had  given   to 
America.     The  next  day  his  excellency,  after  obferving,  "  near 
11,000  men  would  be  able  to  march  off  the  ground  in  a  conditi- 
on for  fervice,"  propofed  in  writing  a  fet  of  queries  to  the  feve- 
ral  general  officers,  in  order  to  learn  the  particular  opinion  of 
each,  as  to  "  what  is  to  be  done?"  which  was  to  be  returned 
on  paper.     The  anfwers  were  in  common  the  fame  with  the 
prevailing  fentiment  of  the  council  on  the  preceding  day.     Gen. 
Mifflin  was  not  of  the  number  confulted.     He  would  have  glo- 
ried in  being  prefent  to  have  taken  an  aftive  part  upon  this  oc- 
cafion ;  but  by  fome  fecret  manoeuvres  was  thrown  at  a  diftance. 
He  defired  and  obtained  leave  of  congrefs,  on  the  14th  of  May, 
to  join  the  army,  and  repaired  to  Valley  Forge.     Some  of  the 
general  officers  were  difgulted  at  the  thought  of  his  returning  to 
his  command,  now  the  campaign  was  opening,  to  fhare  in  the 
honors  it  might  yield,  when  he  had  not  fhared  with  them  in  the 
peculiar  diftreffes  of  their  winter  quarters.     When  their  fenti- 
ments  came  to  be  known  to  certain  members  of  congrefs,  mea- 
fures  were  taken  to  produce  and  perfect  the  following  motion  on 
June  nth,  "  That  gen.  Wafhington  be  dire&ed  to  order  an  in- 
quiry to  be  made  into  the  conduct  of  major  general  Mifflin,  late 
quarter-mafter-general,  and   the  other  officers  who  a61ed  under 
him  in  that  department ;  and  if  it  fhall  appear  that  the  extraordi- 
nary deficiencies  thereof,  and  the  confequent  diftreffes  of  the  ar- 
my, were  chargeable  to  the  mifcondufl  of  the  quarter-mafter- 
general,  or  any  of  the  faid  officers,  that  a  court  martial  be  held 
on  the  delinquents."     When  this   inquiry  was  ordered  to  be 
made,  he  was  with  the  army,  and  in   a  fair  way  of  obtaining  a 
juft  proportion  of  his  countrymen's  confidence.     He  clearly  faw 
the  meaning  of  the  ftroke  ;  but  the  order  made  it  neceffary  for 
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him  to  obtain  leave  of  abfence  for  fome  weeks  to  colleft  materials 
for  his  juftification. 

When  intelligence  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  having  evacuated, 
Philadelphia  and  marched  to  Haddonfield,  reached  the  Ameri- 
can head  quarters,  the  next  meafure  to  be  taken  by  general 
Wafhington  was  apparent.  Gen.  Greene,  by  his  conduft  and 
induflry,  as  quarter-mafter-general,  had  effected  fuch  a  happy 
change  in  the  line  of  his  department,  as  enabled  his  excellency 
with  great  facility  to  move  with  the  whole  army  and  baggage 
from  Valley  Forge  in  purfuit  of  the  enemy.  The  troops  pro- 
ceeded to,  and  eroded  the  Delaware  at  Corriel's  ferry;  when  a 
feleft  corps  of  600  men  were  immediately  detached  under  col. 
Morgan  to  reinforce  gen.  Maxwell.  The  flow  advance  of  Sir 
Henry  led  his  excellency  to  fufpeft,  that  he  had  a  defign  of 
bringing  on  a  general  aftion,  could  he  draw  the  Americans  in- 
to the  lower  country.  This  confideration  and  a  defire  of  refrefh- 
ing  the  troops  after  the  fatigues  they  had  endured  from  rainy  and 
exceflive  hot  weather,  determined  the  American  general  to  halt 
about  five  miles  from  Princeton.  While  there  he  ftated  to  the 
general  officers  [June  24.]  the  following  fafts — "  The  enemy's 
force  is  between  9  and  10,000  rank  and  file — The  American 
army  on  the  ground  is  10,684  ran'c  ar,d  fi'e.  beficle  the  advanced 
brigade  under  general  Maxwell  of  about  1200,  and  about  1200 
militia" — on  which  he  propofed  the  queftion,  "  Will  it  be  ad- 
vifable  to  hazard  a  general  aftion  ?"  The  anfwer  was — "  Not 
advifable,  but  a  detachment  of  1500  to  be  immediately  fent  to 
aft  as  occafion  may  fervc,  on  the  enemy's  left  flank  and  rear,  in 
conjunction  with  the  other  continental  troops  and  militia  already 
hanging  about  them,  and  the  main  body  to  preferve  a  relative  po- 

(ition,  to   aft  as  circumftances  may  require Lee,  Stirling, 

Greene,  Fayette,  Steuben,  Poor,  PatcrfoH,  Woodward,  Scott, 
Portail,  Knox."  The  detachment  was  immediately  made  under 
gen.  Scott.  The  fame  day  Sir  Henry  concluding  that  general 
Washington,  who  had  alway  hitherto  avoided  a  general  aftion, 
would  not  now  give  into  it  againft  everv  diftate  of  policy,  and 
that  the  American  views  were  direfted  againft  his  baggage,  in 
which  part  he  was  indeed  vulnerable,  determined  to  take  the 
right  hand  road  leading  to  Sandy  Hook,  inftead  of  making  for 
the  Rariton,  where  he  fufpecled  gen.  Gates  with  the  northern 
army  might  join  that  under  gen.  Wafliington.  Gates  arrived  at 
Fifhkill  about  the  middle  of  May  to  take  the  command  in  that 
quarter.  The  troops  under  him  were  fo  few,  that  he  could  not 
anfwer  for  the  defence  of  the  pafs  through  the  highlands  with 
which  he  was  intruded ;  and  was  perfuaded,  that  if  the  enemy 
made  a  fudden  and  determined  pufh  to  carry  it,  the  militia  would 

not 
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not  come  in  time  to  fave  it.  On  the  17th  of  June  draughts  ar- 
rived, and  militia  were  hourly  expected ;  after  mentioning  this 
in  a  letter  to  congrefs,  he  exclaims — "  Thank  heaven  for  the 
precious  time  the  enemy  have  fo  foolifhly  loft  !"  He  had  no 
idea  of  marching  for  the  Rariton :  but  his  cavalry,  and  a  confider- 
able  body  of  infantry,  was  at  this  period  fo  pofted,  as  to  give 
the  alarm  of  an  attack  upon  New-York  :  and  he  propofed  mov- 
ing the  main  body  of  his  army  to  White  Plains,  and  taking  a 
flrong  camp  in  that  neighbourhood,  to  keep  up  the  alarm  ;  which 
was  highly  approved  of  by  gen.  Wafhington,  and  procured  his 
thanks.  On  the  25th  his  excellency  moved  his  army  to  King- 
flon.  Upon  receiving  intelligence  that  Sir  Henry  was  profecut- 
ing  his  route  toward  Monmouth  court-houfe,  he  difparched  1000 
felecf.  men  under  brigadier  gen.  Wayne,  and  fent  line  Marquis 
de  la  Fayette  to  take  the  command  of  the  whole  advanced  corps, 
with  orders  to  feize  the  firft  fair  opportunity  of  attacking  the  ene- 
my's rear.  Gen.  Lee  declined  the  command,  as  he  was  againft 
attacking,  on  which  it  was  offered  to  the  marquis,  who  accepted 
it  with  pleafure.  In  the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  the  whole  army 
marched  from  Kingfton,  intending  to  preferve  a  proper  diftance 
for  fupporting  the  advanced  corps,  and  arrived  at  Cranberry  ear- 
ly the  next  morning.  The  intenfe  heat  of  the  weather,  and  a 
ftorm  coming  on,  made  it  impoflible  to  refume  the  march  that 
day  without  great  injury  to  the  troops.  The  advanced  corps  be- 
ing in  confequence  hereof  too  remote  from  the  main  body,  and 
too  far  upon  the  right  to  be  fupported,  the  marquis  had  orders 
fent  him  to  file  off  by  his  left  toward  Englifli-town,  which  he  ex- 
ecuted early  in  the  morning  of  the  27th.  Sir  Henry  being  fenfi- 
ble  of  the  approach  of  the  American  army,  changed  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  his  troops,  and  placed  in  the  rear  what  were  deemed  the 
beft,  confiding  of  all  the  grenadiers,  light  infantry,  and  chafleurs 
of  the  line  ;  at  the  fame  time  gen.  Knyphaufen  was  requefted  to 
take  the  baggage  of  the  whole  army  under  the  charge  of  his  divi- 
fion,  which  made  the  firft  column.  Lmder  the  head  of  baggage 
wascomprifed,  not  only  all  the  wheel  carriages  of  every  depart- 
ment, butalfo  the  bat-horfes — a  train  which,  as  the  country  ad- 
mitted but  of  one  route  for  carriages,  extended  near  twelve  miles. 
The  alteration  made  by  Sir  Henry  laid  gen.  Wafhington  under 
the  neceftity  of  increafing  the  number  of  the  advanced  corps. — 
His  excellency  embraced  this  opportunity  of  gratifying  gen.  Lee, 
with  the  confent  of  the  marquis.  Lee  obferving  that  his  having 
declined  the  command  of  the  advanced  corps  had  leffened  him  in 
the  opinion  of  officers  and  foldiers,  wiflied  to  be  appointed 
afrefh.  Wafhington  would  not  confent  to  remove  the  marquis ; 
but  a  reinforcement  being  wanted,  he  detached  Lee  with  two 
Vol.  II.  3  A  brigades 
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brigades  to  join  the  marquis  at  Englifh-town,  and  of  courfe  to 
take  upon  him  the  command  of  the  whole.  The  main  body 
marched  the  fame  day,  and  encamped  within  three  miles  of  that 
place.  Morgan's  corps  was  left  hovering  on  Sir  Henry's  right 
flank,  and  the  Jerfey  militia,  amounting  to  about  700,  under 
gen.  Dickinfon,  on  his  left.  The  royal  army  was  ftrongly  en- 
camped in  the  neighbourhood  of  Monmouth  court-houfe,  where 
they  halted  till  the  morning  of  the  28th.  When  once  arrived  at 
the  heights  of  Middletown,  about  twelve  miles  in  advance,  there 
would  have  been  no  poffibility  of  attempting  any  thing  again  ft 
them  with  a  profpe6l  of  fuccefs,  the  American  general  therefore 
determined  to  attack  their  rear  the  moment  they  moved  from 
their  prefent  ground,  and  communicated  his  intention  to  Lee, 
who  was  ordered  to  make  the  neceffary  difpofition,  and  to  keep 
his  troops  in  readinefs  for  the  fhortefl  notice.  The  like  was 
done  with  refpeft  to  the  troops  under  his  own  immediate  com- 
mand. 

[June  28.]  General  Knyphaufen  moved  at  day  break  :  Sii 
Henry,  that  he  might  not  prefs  upon  him,  did  not  follow  till 
near  eight  o'clock,  with  the  other  divifion,  compofed  of  the 
3d,  4th,  and  5th  brigades  of  Britifh,  two  battalions  of  Britifh 
grenadiers,  the  Heffian  grenadiers,  a  battalion  of  light  infantry, 
the  guards,  and  the  16th  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  a  body  of 
troops  not  eafily  to  be  equalled. 

About  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  gen.  Lee  received  a  letter 
from  gen.  Washington,  and  in  purfuance  of  the  directions  it 
contained,  wrote  to  gen.  Dickinfon  to  feleft  fome  hundreds  of 
his  beft  men,  and  detach  them  as  nigh  to  the  Britifh  rear  as  he 
could.  Thefe  troops  were  to  aft  as  a  corps  of  obfervation,  and 
to  forward  the  earlieft  intelligence  refpeft ing  the  enemy.  He 
alfo  ordered  col.  Morgan  to  advance  with  the  men  under  his 
command  fo  near  as  to  attack  them  on  their  firft  movement : 
but  it  was  left  to  him  how  to  aft,  only  he  was  to  take  care  and 
not  expofe  his  troops,  in  that  manner  as  to  difable  him  from 
afting  in  conjunftion  with  Lee,  fhould  there  be  a  neceflity  for  it. 
Orders  were  likewife  fent  to  Grayfon,  as  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  two  brigades  (of  Scott  and  Varnum,)  confifting  of  about 
600  men,  to  get  them  inftantly  in  readinefs  to  march.  By  day 
light  they  entered  Englifh-town  ;  but  it  was  not  till  between  five 
and  fix  that  they  marched  from  thence  toward  Monmouth  court- 
houfe,  having  been  detained  for  want  of  guides.  Nearly  at  the 
fame  time,  Lee  gave  orders  to  the  feveral  detachments  and  Max- 
well's brigade,  to  prepare  for  marching  immediately,  leaving 
their  packs  behind  under  proper  guard  :  they  followed  the  two 
inft  mentioned  brigades  about  feven  o'clock,     About  five  Dick- 
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infon  fent  an  exprefs  to  gen.  Wafhington,  informing  that  the 
front  of  the  enemy  had  began  their  march.  His  excellency  in- 
ftantly  put  the  army  in  motion,  and  fent  orders  to  Lee  to  move 
on  and  attack  them,  unlefs  there  fhould  be  very  powerful  reafons 
to  the  contrary  *  ;  and  acquainted  him,  that  he  was  marching  to 
fupport  him,  and  for  doing  it  with  the  greater  expedition  and 
convenience,  mould  make  the  men  difencumber  themfelves  of 
their  packs  and  blankets.  The  exceptive  claufe  in  the  orders 
rendered  them  difcretionary  :  they  manifefted  the  earneft  defire 
of  the  commander  in  chief,  that  an  important  blow  might  be 
ftruck  which  the  enemy  fhould  feel ;  but  Lee  could  not  confider 
them  as  requiring  him  to  rifk  a  general  engagement,  in  direct,  re- 
pugnancy to  the  fpirit  of  thofe  councils  of  war  that  had  been  re- 
peatedly held  upon  the  fubje£L  While  Lee  was  advancing  with 
his  column,  he  fent  forward  an  aid  to  order  Grayfon  to  pufh  on 
as  fafl  as  pofTible  and  attack  the  enemy.  Before  the  aid  over- 
took him,  he  had  paffed  Freehold  meeting-houfe  with  the  two 
brigades.  The  aid  delivered  Lee's  orders ;  but  gave  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  Grayfon  had  better  not  move  on,  for  that  he  had 
been  informed,  that  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  was  near  Mon- 
mouth court-houfe,  and  was  thought  to  be  marching  to   attack 

them,  of  which  circumftance  he  fuppofed  Lee  was  ignorant. 

The  aid  on  his  return  fell  in  with  Dickinfon,  who  gave  him  the 
fame  information,  and  charged  him  with  a  meffage  to  Lee.  Lee 
conformed  to  it  on  its  delivery,  and  gave  orders  for  polling 
two  militia  regiments  upon  a  hi'll  for  the  fecuring  of  a  particu- 
lar road,  and  then  pufhed  forward  over  a  morals  or  ravine,  by 
the  bridge  or  caufeway,  to  a  height  where  Dickinfon  was  with  a 
few  mihtia.  During  his  fray  on  this  height,  intelligence  of  the 
moft  contradiaory  nature  was  continually  brought  him.  Some 
aflerted,  that  the  enemy  had  moved  off  with  precipitation,  and 
that  it  was  only  a  covering  party  which  remained ;  others  aver- 
red, that  the  main  force  was  flill  on  the  ground,  and  filing  off  in 
columns  to  the  right  and  left— one  while  the  enemy's  troops 
were  turning  the  flanks  of  the  Americans— at  another,  pufhing 
in  front.  Thefe  oppofite  reports  occafioned  Varnum's  brigade, 
and  part  of  Scott's,  and  col.  Durgee's  brigade  of  Lee's  column* 
to  pafs  and  repafs  the  bridge  over  the  morafs  feveral  times,  as  it 
was  umverfally  agreed  to  be  by  no  means  warrantable  to  rifk  an 
afction,  with  a  ravine  in  the  rear,  over  which  there  was  only  one 
good  paffage.  While  thefe  marchings  and  counter-marchings, 
took  place,  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  arrived  at  the  head  of  the 
main  body  of  Lee's  troops  ;  when  the  general,  having  recon- 
noitred a  wood,  into  which  it  had  been  reported  a  battalion  or 
two  of  the  enemy  had  thrown  themfelves,  and  being  fatisfied  that 

.*  Gen.  Washington's  letter  of  July  i,  t778;  to  congrefj. 
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it  was  groundlefs,  determined  to  march  on,  and  afcertain  with 
his  own  eyes,  the  number,  order  and  difpofition  of  the  enemy* 
and  then  to  conduct  himfelf  accordingly.     His  whole  command 
amounted  to  about  4000  men,  exclufive  of  Morgan's  corps  and 
the  Jerfey  militia  ;  and  confided  of  gen.  Scott's  detachment, 
gen.    Wayne's,  gen.    Maxwell's   brigade,  gen.  Varnum's,  gen. 
Scott's,  and  col.  Jackfon's  regiment.     When  they  had   nearlv 
paffed  through  the  woods,  with  which  the  country  abounds,  and 
were  arrived  at  a  point  facing  the  court-houfe,  and  on  the  edge 
of  a  plain  about  three  miles  in  length  and  one   in  breadth,  they 
were  formed,  but  within  the  fkirt  of  the  wood,  that  the  enemy 
might  not  difcover  them.     Here  they   remained  while  generals 
Lee  and  Wayne,  and  a  few  others,  went  out  upon  the  right  and 
rode  forward  to  reconnoitre.     From  the  obfervations  Lee  made, 
and  the  intelligence  he  obfained,  he  concluded  that  the  forces  he 
faw,  were  no  other  than  the  enemy's  covering  party,  and  enter- 
tained hopes  of  an  interval  between  them  and  the   main   bodv, 
fufficient  to  afford  him  the  opportunity  of  cutting  them  off.  That 
he  might  perfect  this  bufinefs,  Wayne  was  appointed   to  com- 
mand 700  men,  to  whom  were  attached  two  pieces   of  artillery. 
Wayne  was  to  attack  the  covering  party  in  the  rear,  faintly  to 
as  to  halt  them,  but  not  with  vigor  left  that  fhould  occafion  their 
retreating  with   celerity   to   the  main    bodv,  or  drawing  from 
it  fo  powerful  a  reinforcement  as  to  defeat  the  principal  defign. 
Mean  time  Lee  was  to  endeavour,  by  a  fhort  road  leading  to  the 
left,  to  gain  the  front  of  the   party.     While  marching  on   this 
road,  one  of  gen.  Wafhington's  fuite  came  up  to  procure  intelli- 
gence.    Lee,  with  a  fixed  firm  tone  of  voice  and  countenance 
which  fuggefled  confidence  of  fuccefs,  defired  him  to  inform  his 
excellency,  that  the  enemy  did  not  appear  well  to  underftand  the 
roads;  that  the  route  he  was  on  cut  off  two  miles  ;  that  the  rear 
of  the  enemy  was  compofed  of  1,500  or  2000  ;  that   he  ex- 
petted  to  fall  in  with  them,  and  had  great    certainty   of  cutting 
them  off;  and  that  (  m  1.  Wayne  and  col.  Butler  were  amufing 
them  with  a  few  loole  fliot  while  he  was   performing  the  route. 
Wayne's  command  was   advanced  to  the  right  and  drawn  up. 
The  enemy  appeared  juft  in  the  edge  of  a  wood  opon  an    emi- 
nence with  their  light  dragoons.     A  few  of  the  American  light 
horfemen  were  advanced  upon  the  right,  at  a  very  confiderable 
diftance.     One  of  Lee"s  aids  de  camp  obferved  the  queen's  light 
dragoons  parading  as  though  they  meant  to  charge  thefe  American 
light-horfemen,  who  had  no  officer  of  eminence  to  head  them  ; 
lie   therefore  rode  up  and  advifed  them  to  let  the  Britifh  dra- 
goons come  as  near  as  could  be  done  with  fafetv,  and  then  to  re- 
treat off  to  where  gen.  Wayne  was,  and  let  him  receive  them. 
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The  Britifh  horfe  purfued  till  they  came  near  the  general,  when 
receiving  a  fire  from  col.  Butler's  regiment  polled  on  the  fkirt  of 
a  wood,  they  wheeled  and  galloped  off  in  great  hafte  to   their 
own  body  :  as  they  were  retiring,  the  two  pieces    of  artillery  fi- 
red a  few  fhot  at  them.  Wayne  then  advanced,  and  encouraged 
his  men  to  follow   on,  and  charge   the   enemy  with   bayonetf. 
The  aid  rode  back  to  Lee,  who  immediately  fent  him  forward  to 
Wayne,  with  orders  that  hefhould  only  feign  an  attack,  and  not 
pufh  on  too  precipitately,  as  that  would  fubvert  his   plan,    and 
difappoint  his  intentions.     Lieut,  col.  Ofwald,  Who  commanded 
the  artillery,  fuppofed  that  the  enemy  were  retreating,  and  fo 
patTed  the  morafs  in  front  over  a  caufeway  into  a  grain  field,  and 
began  to  cannonade.  This  happened  after  ten  o'clock.     About 
the  fame  time  a  part  of  Lee's  troops  iffued  out  of  a  wood,  on  the 
Jeft  of  and  about  a  mile  below  the  court-houfe,  in  fmall  columns, 
and  in  an  oblique  direction  with  refpeff.  to  the  royal  forces,  ra- 
ther toward  their  right  and  within  cannon  fhot.     Thefe  were 
drawn  up  ready  to  face  the  Americans,  with   their  right  near  a 
wood  ;  and  their  left  on  open  ground  covered  by  their  cavalry 
and  forming  an  obtufe  angle  with  the  court-houfe.     The  cavalry 
filed  off  to  the  left,  as  if  with  defign  to  attempt  fomething  on  the 
right  of  Lee's  troops,  which  occafioned  an  order  to  the  marquis 
de  la  Fayette  to  wheel  his  column  by  his  right,  and  to  gain  and 
attack  the   enemy's    left  flank.  Lee  having  alfo  ordered  to  the 
right   the    three  regiments  in  Wayne's   detachment,  Weffon's, 
Stewart's  and  Livingflon's,  rode  toward  Ofwald's  artillery  and 
reconnoitred  the  enemy,  who  appeared  in  full  view  marching 
back  again  toward  the  court-houfe,  and  in  greater  numbers  than 
was  expefted,  fo  that  Lee  faid,  he  believed  he  was  miftaken  in 
their  ftrength. 

Let  us  now  advert  to  the  manoeuvres  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton. — • 
Soon  after  he  had  begun  with  his  column  to  follow  gen.  Knyp- 
haufen,  reconnoitring  parties  of  the  Jerfey  militia  appeared  on 
his  left  flank.  The  queen's  rangers  fell  in  with,  and  difperfed 
fome  detachments  among  the  woods  in  the  fame  quarter.  His 
rear  guard  having  defcended  from  the  heights  above  Freehold  in- 
to the  plain,  fome  American  columns  appeared  likewife  defend- 
ing into  it,  and  began  the  cannonade  on  his  rear,  which  was  re- 
turned by  a  fuperior  fire.  At  this  inftant,  intelligence  was 
brought  to  Sir  Henry,  that  the  enemy  were  difcovered  marching 
in  force  on  both  his  flanks.  He  conjectured,  that  the  objecVof 
the  Americans  was  the  baggage,  which  at  that  junclure  was  en- 
gaged in  defiles  that  continued  for  miles.  He  conceived  that 
the  only  means  of  parrying  the  apprehended  blow  was  by  facing 
about,  attacking  the  corps  which  harraffed  his  rear,  and  preffing 
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it  fo  hard,  as  to  oblige  the  detachments  to  return  from  his  flanks 
to  its  afliflance.  Thinking  that  the  meafure  might  poflibly  draw 
on  a  general  aclion,  he  lent  for  a  brigade  of  Britifh,  and  the 
17th  light  dragoons  from  Knyphaufen's  divifion,  and  at  the  fame 
time  gave  directions,  that  on  their  arrival  they  fhould  take  a  po- 
rtion for  covering  his  right  flank.  He  then  made  a  difpofiti- 
on  and  advanced  in  a  direction  toward  the  right  of  the  Ame- 
ricans. 

This  happened  while  Lee  was  reconnoitring.      The  Ameri- 
can column  to  the  left  of  him  under  gen.  Scott  quitted  the  wood, 
croffed  a  morafs,  and  formed  in  the  plain  field  about  a  hundred 
yards  in  front  of  Maxwell ;  who   expected  an  opportunity  to 
form  his  brigade,  by  Scott's  moving  to  the  right  as  there  was  a 
vacancy  between  the  latter  and   the  troops  with  Lee.      Thefe 
were  at  that  moment  moving  to  the  right,  and  every  ftep  they  gain- 
ed came  neai  er  to  the  royal  forces,  who  were  alfo  pufhing  to  the 
right  of  the  Americans.     Lee's  difcernment  led  him  immedi- 
ately to  fend  off  one  of  his  aids,  with  orders  to  Scott,  whom  he 
fuppofed  to  be  in  the  wood  on  the  other  fide  of  the  morafs,  to 
halt  his  column  in  the  wood,  and  continue  there  till  further  or- 
ders: that  there  might  be  no  poflible  mifconception,  another 
aid  was  fpeedily  difpatched  with  fimilar   orders.     Before  thefe 
eould  be  delivered,  Scott   had  miftaken  the  movements  on  his 
right  for  a  retreat ;  and  apprehended  danger  to  his  own  column  in 
cafe   of  its   remaining   where  he  was,  notwithstanding  his   de- 
tachment, and  Maxwell's  brigade  with  the  other  troops  to  the 
left  made  full  two  thirds  of  Lee's  whole  command,  and  though 
the  enemy  appeared  to  bend  their  courfe  from  the  left  to  the 
right  of  the  Americans.     Under   fuch  apprehenfion,  Scott  re- 
crofled  the  morafs,  re-entered  the  wood,  and  retreated :  Max- 
well and  the  others  did  the  like  of  courfe.     When  the  firft  aid 
reached  that  part  of  the  wood  to  which  he  had  been  directed, 
and  found  that  Scott  had  marched  off  the  ground,  he  rode  back : 
while  returning,  he  met  the  fecond  aid,  and  acquainted  him  with 
what   had  taken  place :  upon  their  coming   to  Lee,  and  com- 
municating their  information,  the  general  difcovered  much  fur- 
prife,  and  exprefled  his  difapprobation   of  Scott's  conduct  in 
ilrong   terms ;  but  immediately   upon  the  intelligence,  direfted 
a  light  horfe  officer  to  carry  orders  to  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette 
to  return  to  the  Court-houfe.  A  general  retreat  now  commenced 
on  the  right,  till  the  troops  reached  Freehold  and  a  neighbouring 
wood.     When   thefe  were  quitted,  the  Britifh  purfued  as  far 
as  the  village,  where  they  halted.     Mean  while  the  Americans 
marched  on  and  palled  the  next  morafs  in  front  of  Carr's  houfe, 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  village.  '  The  retreats  and  advances 
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which  took  place  were  attended  with  cannonadings  on  each  fide. 
The  halt  of  the  Britifh,  on  account  of  the  intenfe  heat  of  the 
weather,  and  their  having  fuffered  feverely  from  fatigue,  admit- 
ted of  the  Americans  halting  alfo  for  a  confiderable  fpace,  which 
heat  and  fatigue  had  rendered  equally  neceflary  for  them.  But 
upon  the  advance  of  the  Britifh  from  Freehold,  and  Lee's  dis- 
cerning that  the  pofition  he  at  firft  meant  to  occupy  with  the  de- 
fign  of  receiving  the  enemy  and  baffling  their  attack,  was  not 
fuitable;  the  whole  of  his  command,  Scott,  Maxwell,  and  the 
others  having  now  joined  the  corps  which  before  formed  the 
right,  were  ordered  to  retreat  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Carr's 
houfe  toward  a  wood  and  eminence  behind  the  morafs  they  had 
crofTed  in  the  morning,  which  had  been  pointed  out  to  him  as 
a  defirable  and  proper  fpot.  Before  they  had  wholly  left  the 
ground  about  Carr's  houfe,  the  Britifh  cavalry  made  a  fudderj 
and  rapid  charge  upon  feme  parties  of  the  American  horfe,  wha 
were  in  the  rear  reconnoitring.  It  was  expefted  they  would  have 
attempted  a  charge  on  the  whole  rear,  but  they  did  not  venture 
upon  it. 

Soon  after  Lee  with  his  columns  ifTued  out  of  the  woods  be- 
low the  Court-houfe  into  the  plain,  gen.  Wafhington  was  ad- 
vancing with  the  main  body  of  the  army  between  Englifh-town 
and  Freehold  meeting.  Expecting  from  the  information, 
brought  him,  that  the  van  of  Lee's  command  and  the  rear  of  the 
Britifh  would  ere  long  engage,  he  ordered  the  right  wing  under 
gen.  Greene  to  go  to  the  right  to  prevent  the  enemy's  turning 
his  right  flank ;  and  then  prepared  to  follow  with  the  left  wing 
dire£tly  in  Lee's  rear  to  fupport  him.  While  this  difpofition 
was  making,  he  learned,  to  his  great  furprife,  from  a  country- 
man, that  the  continental  troops  were  retreating.  Though  the 
account  was  confirmed  by  two  or  three  perfons  whom  he  met  on 
the  road,  after  moving  a  few  paces  forward,  yet  he  appeared  to 
difcredit  it,  having  not  heard  any  firing  except  a  few  cannon  a 
confiderable  time  before.  He  rode  on,  and  between  Freehold 
meeting  and  the  morafs,  which  he  hadjufl  crofTed,  met  there- 
treating  troops  marching  toward  the  fame,  as  Lee  meant  that 
they  fhould  re-pafs  it  and  then  occupy  the  ground  behind  it, 
where  he  propofed  making  a  ftand  againft  the  enemy.  Wafh- 
ington was  exceedingly  alarmed  at  finding  the  advanced  corps 
falling  back  upon  the  main  body,  without  the  leafl  notice  given 
him.  He  de fired  one  of  the  retreating  colonels  to  march  his 
men  over  the  morafs,  halt  them  on  the  eminence,  and  refrefh 
them.  Seeing  Lee  at  the  head  of  the  next  column,  he  rode  up  to 
him  with  a  degree  of  aftonifhment  and  indignation,  and  propofed 
certain  queltions  that  implied  cenfure.     Lee  felt  it,  and  anfwered 
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with  warmth  and  unfuitable  language.     Hard  and  irritating  words 
pafled  between  them  for  a  fhort  fpace,  when  Wafhington  rode 
on  toward  the  rear  of  the  retreating  troops.     He  had  not  gone 
many  yards  before  he  met  his  fecretary,  who  told  him  that  the 
Britifh  army  were   within  fifteen  minutes  march  of  that  place, 
which  was  the  firft  intelligence  he  received  of  their  pufhing  on 
fo  brifkly.  He  remained  there  till  the  extreme  rear  of  the  retreat- 
ing  troops    got   up,    when    looking  about,    and  judging   the 
ground  to  be  an  advantageous  fpot  for  giving  the  enemy  the  firft 
check,  he  ordered  col.  Stewart's  and  lieut.  col.  Ramfay's  battali- 
ons to  form,  and  incline  to  their  left,  that  they  might  be  under 
cover  of  a  corner  of  woods,  and  not  be  expofed  to  the  enemy's 
cannon  in  front.     Lee  having  been  told  by  one  of  his  aids,  that 
Wafhington  had  taken  the  command,  anfwered,  "  Then  I  have 
nothing  further  to  do;"  turned  his  horfe,  and  rode  after  his  ex- 
cellency   in    front.      Wafhington   on  his  coming   up    aflced, 
44  Will  you  command  on  this  ground  or  not?    If  you  will,  I 
will  return  to  the  main  body  and  have  them  formed   upon  the 
next  height."     Lee  replied,  "  It  is  equal  with  me  where  I  com- 
mand."    Wafhington  then  told  him,  "  I  expeQ  you  will  take 
proper  meafures  for  checking  the  enemy."     Lee  faid,  "  Your 
orders  fhall  be  obeyed,  and  I  will  not  be  the  firft  to  leave  the 
field."     Wafhington  then  rode  to  the  main  army,  which  was 
formed  with  the  utmoft  expedition  on  the  eminence  with  the 
morafs  in  front.     Immediately'  upon  his  riding  off,  a  warm  can- 
nonade commenced  between  the  Britifh  and  American  artillery 
on  the  right  of  Stewart  and  Ramfay;  between  whom  and  the 
advanced  troops  of  the  Britifh  army  a  heavy  fire  began  foon  af- 
ter in  the  fkirt  of  the  woods  before  mentioned.  The  Britifh  preffed 
on  clofe,  their  light  horfe  charged  upon  the  right  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  the  latter  were  obliged  to  give  way  in  fuch  hafte,  that 
the  Britifh  horfe  and  infantry  came  out  of  the  wood  feemingly 
mixed  with  them.     The  aftion  then  commenced  between  the 
Britifh  and  col.  Livingfton's  regiment,  together  with  Varnum's 
brigade,  which  had  been  drawn  up  by  Lee's  order,  and  lined  the 
fence  that  ftretched  acrofs  the  open  field  in  front  of  the  bridge  over 
the  morafs,  with  the  view  of  covering  the  retreat  of  the  artillery 
and  the  troops  advanced   with  them.     The  artillery  had  timely 
retired  to  the  rear  of  the  fence,  and  from  an  eminence  difcharged 
feveral  grapes  of  fhot  at  the  Britifh,  engaged  with  Livingfton's 
and  Varnum's  troops;  thefe  were  foon  broken  by  a  charge  of 
the  former  and  retired.     The  artillery  were  then  ordered  off. — 
Prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  laft  aftion,  Lee  fent  orders  to 
col.  Ogden,  who  had  drawn  up  in  the  wood  neareft  the  bridge, 
to  defend  that  poft  to  the  laft  extremitv,  thereby  to  cover  the 

retreat 
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retreat  of  the  whole  over  the  bridge.  Lee  was  one  of  the  laft 
that  remained  on  the  field,  and  brought  off  the  rear  of  the  re- 
treating troops.  Upon  his  addreffing  general  Wafhington  after 
palling  the  morafs  with — "  Sir,  here  are  my  troops,  how  is  it 
your  pleafure  that  I  fhould  difpofe  of  them  ?" — he  was  ordered 
to  arrange  them  in  the  rear  of  Englifh-town. 

The  check  the  Britilh  received,  gave  time  to  make  a  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  left  wing   and  fecond  line  of  the  main  army  in  the 
wood,  and  on  the  eminence  to  which  Lee  had  been  directed  and 
was  retreating.     On  this  were  placed  fome  batteries   of  cannon 
by  lord  Stirling,  who  commanded  the  left   wing,  which  played 
upon  the  Britilh  with  great  effecl,  and  feconded  by  parties  of  in- 
fantry, detached  to  oppofe   them,  effectually  put  a  flop  to  their 
advance.     Gen.  Gr.-ene,  who  had  early  filed  off  to  the  right,  on 
intelligence  of  the  retreat  of  the  advanced  corps,  marched  up,  and 
took  a  verv  advantageous  pofition  on  the  right  of  Stirling.    The 
Britilh  finding  themfelves  warmly  oppofed  in  front,  attempted  to 
turn  the  American  left  flank,  but  were  repulfed.     They    alio 
made  a  movement  to  the  American  right  with  as  little  fuccefs, 
Greene  having  advanced  a  body  of  troops  with  artillery  to  a  com- 
manding piece  of  ground,  which  not  onlydifappointed  their  de- 
fign,  but    feverely  infiladed  thofe  in  the  front  of  the  left  wing. 
In  addition  to  this,  Wayne  advanced  with  a  body  of  troops,  and 
kept  up  fo  fevere  and  well  directed  a  fire,  that  the  Britifh  were 
foon  compelled  to  give  way.     They  retired  and  took  the  pofition 
about  Carr's  houfe,  which  Lee  had  before  occupied.    Here  their 
flanks  were   fecured  by   thick  woods   and  moraffes,  while  their 
front  could  be  approached  only  through  a  narrow  pafs.     Wafh- 
ington however  refolved  to  attack  them  ;  and   for  that  purpofe 
ordered  general  Poor  with  his  own  and  the  Carolina  brigade,  to 
move  round  upon  their  right  ;  and  gen.  Woodford  to  their  left ; 
and  the  artillery  to  gall  them  in  front  :  but  they  were  prevented 
getting   within   reach   before  dark.     They    remained  upon  the 
ground  which  they  had   been   directed   to   occupy,  during  the 
night,  with  an  intention  to  begin  the  attack  early  the  next  morn- 
ing ;  and  the  main  body  continued  lying  upon  their  arms  in  the 
field  of  aclion,  to  be  in  readinefs  for  fupporting  them.     During 
the  aftion,  Wafhington  animated  his  forces  by  his  gallant  exam- 
ple ;  and  by  expofing  his  perfon  to  every  danger  common  to  the 
meaneft  foldier,  taught  them  to   hold  nothing  too  dear  for  the 
good  of  their  country.     At  night  he   laid    down,   and  repofed 
himfelf  in   his  cloak  under  a  tree,  in  hope,  as  may  be  fuppo- 
fed,  of  a  general  action  the  enfuing  day  ;   for  it  appears  from  fe- 
veral  circumftances,  that  he  was  all  along  rather  defirous  of  that 
event,  notwithftanding  the  prevailing  contrary  opinion  of  the  ge- 
Vol.  II.  3  B  nexal 


378        The    HISTORY   of    the         [A.D.  i778» 

neral  officers  whom  he  confulted.  In  the  mean  time  Sir  Henry 
Clinton's  troops  were  employed  in  removing  their  wounded ; 
and  about  twelve  o'clock*  at  night  they  marched  away  in  fuch 
filence,  that  though  Poor  lay  extremely  near  them,  their  retreat 
was  effected  without  his  knowledge.  They  left  behind  them 
four  officers  and  about  forty  privates,  whofe  wounds  were  too 
dangerous  to  permit  their  removal. 

The  extreme  heat  of  the  weather,  the  di  fiance  Sir  Henry  had 
gained  by  marching  in  the  night,  and  the  fatigue  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, made  a  purfuit  on  the  part  of  gen.  Wafhington  impracti- 
cable and  fruitlefs.  It  would  only  have  been  fatal  to  numbers 
of  the  men,  feveral  of  whom  died  on  the  day  of  aftion  through 
the  exceflive  heat  ;  for  Farenheit's  thermometer  was  at  96  de- 
grees in  the  Jerfeys,  and  is  faid  to  have  been  112  at  Philadelphia. 
It  was  a  deep  fandy  country  through  which  they  marched,  al- 
moft  deftitute  of  water;  but  had  there  been  a  plenty,  many  more 
would  probably  have  perifhed  by  unguarded  drinking  to  allay 
their  thirft  ;  fome  were  loft  in  that  way.  Sir  Henry,  without 
having  been  joined  by  the  brigade  of  Britifh  and  the  17th  light 
dragoons  from  Knyphaufen's  divifion,  fecured  by  his  manoeu- 
vres the  arrival  of  the  royal  army  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sandy 
Hook  on  the  30th  of  June,  without  the  lofs  of  either  the  cover- 
ing party  or  the  baggage  :  but  not  without  a  confiderable  dimi- 
nution of  troops  ;  for  by  a  moderate  calculation,  from  the  eva- 
cuation of  Philadelphia  down  to  that  day,  about  eight  hundred 
deferted,  a  great  number  of  whom  were  Heffians.  By  the  re- 
turns of  the  officers  who  had  the  charge  of  the  burying  parties, 
they  left  245  non-commiffioned  and  privates  on  the  field  and  four 
officers.  There  were  alfo  befide  thefe,  feveral  frefh  graves  and 
burying  holes  found  near  the  field,  in  which  they  had  put  their 
dead  before  they  had  quitted  it  t.  Fifty-nine  of  their  foldiers 
perifhed  without  receiving  a  wound,  in  the  fame  manner  as  fe- 
veral of  the  Americans,  merely  through  fatigue  and  heat.  The 
lofs  of  lieut.  col.  Monckton,  who  was  ilain,  was  much  lamented 

*  In  «he  London  Gazette  extraordlnarv,  Aug.  24,  1778,  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  is  reprefented  as  writing  in  his  offic'al  letter —  «  Having  repofed 
the  troops  till  ten  it  night,  to  avoid  the  exceflive  heat  of  the  day,  I  took 
advantage  of  the  moon-light  to  rejoin  lieut.  gen.  Knyphaufen."  Poor 
Will's  Almanack,  printed  at  Philadelphia  by  Jofeph  Crukfhank,  tells 
the  public,  that  the  new  moon  was  on  Juae  14th,  at  ten  in  the  morning, 
and  that  on  the  28th  of  June  it  fet  59  minutes  after  ten  at  n;ght.  Sir 
Henry  could  have  had  little  advantage  from  the  light  of  the  moon  but 
four  days  old,  and  that  wae  to  fet  in  an  hour's  time,  had  he  marched  off 
hi  troops  precisely  at  ten  5  but  if  at  about  twelve,  as  gen.  Waftrng- 
ton  writes,  and  which  is  moft  likely  to  have  been  the  cafe,  the  moon- 
light below  the  hor.zon  could  not  have  been  of  any  advantage, 

f  General  WaQiington's  lette.s, 

by 
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by  the  Britifh.  Upward  of  a  hundred  were  made  prifoners,  in- 
cluding the  officers  and  privates  left  upon  the  field.  On  the 
part  of  the  Americans,  lieut.  col.  Bonner,  and  major  Dickinfon, 
officers  of  diftinguiffied  merit,  were  (lain  ;  befide  fix  others  of 
inferior  rank,  and  61  non-commiffioned  and  privates.  The 
wounded  were  24  officers  and  136  non-commiffioned  and  pri- 
vates. The  miffing  amounted  to  130,  but  many  of  them,  hav- 
ing only  dropped  through  fatigue,  foon  joined  the  army.  Gen. 
Waffiington  commended  the  zeal  and  bravery  of  the  officers  in 
general,  but  particularized  Wayne  as  deferving  fpecial  commen- 
dation. The  behaviour  of  the  troops  in  general,  after  recover- 
ing from  the  firft  furprife  occafioned  by  the  retreat  of  the  ad- 
vanced corps,  was  mentioned  as  what  could  not  be  furpafled. — 
The  public  acknowledgments  of  congrefs  were  very  flattering 
to  the  army,  and  particularly  fo  to  the  general  and  his  officers. — 
The  general  having  declined  all  further  purfuit,  detached  only 
fome  light  troops  to  attend  the  motions  of  the  royal  forces,  and 
drew  off  the  main  body  of  his  army  to  the  borders  of  the  North- 
river. 

The  general,  on  his  fecond  interview  with  Lee  upon  the  day 
of  aftion,  intimated  by  his  reinftating  and  leaving  him  in  the 
command  of  the  advanced  corps,  that  he  meant  to  pafs  by  what 
had  happened,  without  further  notice  :  but  the  latter  could  not 
brook  the  expreffions  ufed  by  the  former  at  their  firft  meeting, 
and  therefore  wrote  him  two  paffionate  letters,  which  occafioned 
his  being  put  under  an  arreft,  and  brought  to  trial  four  days  after 
the  aftion,  on  the  following  charges  exhibited  againft  him  by 
his  excellency — iff,  For  difobedience  of  orders,  in  not  attacking 
the  enemy  on  the  a8th  of  June,  agreeable  to  repeated  inftru£f.i- 
ons  : — 2dly,  For  mifbehaviour  before  the  enemy  on  the  fame 
day,  by  making  an  unnecejfary,  diforderly,  andjhameful  retreat : — 
3dly,  For  difrefpeft  to  the  commander  in  chief,  in  two  letters 
dated  the  lft  of  July  and  the  28th  of  June.  The  letter  dated 
the  lft  of  July,  was  fo  dated  through  miftake,  being  written  on 
the  28th  of  June.  On  the  12th  ofAuguft,  the  court  martial,  at 
which  lord  Stirling  prefided,  found  him  guilty  upon  every 
charge,  and  fentenced  him  to  be  fufpended  from  any  command 
in  the  armies  of  the  United  States  of  North-America,  for  the 
term  of  twelve  months.  The  terms  of  the  fecond  charge  were 
foftened  down,  as  he  was  only  found  guilty  of  mifbehaviour  be- 
fore the  enemy,  by  making  an  unnecelfary,  and  in  fome  few  in- 
ftances,  a  diforderly  retreat.  Manv  were  difpleafed  with  the 
conduft  of  the  court  martial :  and  thought  he  ought  not  to  have 
been  found  guilty  ;  except  upon  the  laft  charge.  They  argued 
— "  It  appears  from  Waffiington 's  own  letter  and  other  circum- 

ftances, 
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fiances,  that  it  was  fubmitted  to  Lee's  judgment  whether  to  at- 
tack, in  what  manner,  and  when.  There  was  manifeft  proof 
of  Lee's  intending  to  attack,  in  hope  of  cutting  off  the  enemy's 
covering  party  :  but  he  altered  his  opinion  as  to  the  promifing 
profpecl  he  had  of  doing  it,  on  his  coming  into  the  plain,  re- 
connoitring the  enemy,  and  concluding  that  they  were  more 
numerous  than  before  fuppofed  :  and  upon  finding  Scott  had 
quitted  the  point  of  wood  where  he  meant  to  order  him  to  re- 
main, he  judged  an  immediate  retreat  neceflary.  The  detach- 
ment with  which  Lee  was,  amounted  to  no  more  than  one 
third  of  his  whole  command,  Scott's  column,  Maxwell's  brigade, 
and  the  other  troops  to  his  left  being  full  two  thirds .  When  he 
began  to  retire,  the  main  body  was  more  than  fix  miles  diftint, 
though  advancing.  The  enemy's  force  was*  rendered  the  more 
formidable  by  their  great  fuperiority  in  cavalry,  which  was 
thought  to  be  between  four  and  five  hundred.  The  ground  be- 
ing open  was  by  no  means  advantageous  to  the  Americans,  as  the 
Britilh  cavalry  could  have  turned  their  flank.  Would  then  an 
immediate  attack  under  thefe  circumftances,  though  it  might 
have  diftreffed  the  enemy's  rear  at  the  firft  onfet,  have  been  ad- 
vifable,  as  it  might  probably  have  involved  a  general  aftion  before 
the  detachment  could  have  received  fnpport  ?  Did  not  prudence 
diftate  falling  back  and  taking  a  new  pofition,  rather  than  hazard- 
ing an  aftion  in  the  plain  ?  If  Lee's  judgment  determined  for 
the  affirmative,  how  could  he  be  declared  guilty  of  difobeying  or- 
ders? The  circumftances  already  noted  are  in  favor  of  the  re- 
treat's being  necelfary  in  the  firft  inftance  :  and  when  commenced, 
the  profecution  of  it  was  abfolutely  neceffarv  till  a  good  pofition 
could  be  taken  for  making  an  effectual  ftand  againft  the  enemy, 
to  which  pofition  Lee  was  marching  when  met  by  Waihington. 
The  itrenuous  efforts  of  the  Britilh,  after  the  main  armv  was 
drawn  up  in  that  pofition,  before  thev  retired  three  miles  from 
the  fcene  of  action,  tend  alfo  to  juftify  the  commencement  of 
the  retreat.  No  mention  fhould  have  been  made  of  its  being  in 
a  few  inftances,  unlefs  fuch  inftances  were  really  chargeable  to 
Lee's  mifconducl  ;  whereas  of  thefe  few  it  is  certain,  that  fome 
were  owing  to  fatigue  and  the  enormous  of  the  weather.  The 
very  fentence  of  the  court  martial  is  in  favor  of  Lee's  innocence 
as  to  the  two  firft  charges  ;  for  a  year's  fufpenfion  from  com- 
mand is  in  no  wife  proportioned  to  his  crimes,  if  guilty." — Seve- 
ral aie  of  opinion  lie  would  not  have  been  condemned  on  rhefe 
two,  had  1  not  been  for  his  difrefpeclful  conducl  toward  Waih- 
ington. On  the  other  hand,  fome  have  furmifed,  that  his  ma- 
lice uvres  were  owing  either  to  treachery  or  want  of  courage ;  but 

they 
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they  who  have  the  opportunity  of  knowing  him  mofl,  will  be 
furthefl  from  fuch  apprehenfions  *. 

No  fonner  had  Sir  Henry  Clinton  with  the  army  evacuated 
Philadelphia,  than  lord  Howe  prepared  to  fail  with  the  fleet  for 
New  York.  Repeated  calms  retarded  his  paffage  down  the  De- 
laware, fo  that  he  could  not  quit  the  river  till  the  evening  of 
June  the  28th  :  however  he  anchored  off  Sandy  Hook  the  next 
day,  followed  by  the  tranfports.  The  fucceeding  day  Sir  Henry 
arrived,  and  the  artillery,  baggage,  and  part  of  the  troops  were 
removed  from  the  main,  as  the  weather  permitted  ;  the  reft  of 
the  army  palled,  on  the  5th  of  July,  over  abridge  of  boats  acrofs 
a  narrow  channel  to  Sandy-Hook.  They  were  afterward  carri- 
ed up  to  New-York.  On  the  7th,  lord  Howe  received  advice 
that  the  Toulon  fquadron  was  arrived  on  the  coaft  of  Virginia. 
Count  d'Eflaing  anchored  at  night  on  the  8th  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Delaware,  after  being  87  days  at  fea.  On  that  day  the  count 
wrote  to  congrefs  :  on  the  receipt  of  his  letter,  they  fent  word 
to  gen.  Wafhington,  that  it  was  their  defire  he  would  co-operate 
with  the  count,  in  the  execution  of  fuch  offenfive  operations  as 
they  fhould  mutually  approve.  The  fame  day  the  congrefs  re- 
folved,  that  a  fuitable  houfe  fhould  be  provided  for  Monfieur 
Gerard,    and    chofe   a   committee    of    five    to   wait    on    him 

upon  his  arrival,  and    conduct    him    to  his  lodgings. The 

next  morning  d'Eflaing  weighed  and  failed  toward  the  Hook, 
and  in  the  evening  of  the  11th  anchored  without  it.  Had  not  bad 
weather  and  unexpected  impediments  prevented,  the  count  mult 
have  furprifed  Howe's  fleet  in  the  Delaware,  as  the  latter  would 
not  have  had  time  to  efcape  after  being  apprized  of  his  danger. 
The  deftruclion  of  the  fleet  muft  have  been  the  confequence  of 
fuch  furprifal  ;  and  that  muft  have  occafioned  the  inevitable 
lofs  of  the  royal  army,  which  would  have  been  fo  enclofed  by 
the  French  fquadron  on  the  one  fide,  and  the  American  forces 
on  the  other,  that  the  Saratoga  cataftrophe  muft  have  been  re- 
peated. This  fatal  ftroke  would  have  been  of  an  amount  and 
magnitude  (with  refpeft  to  both  the  marine  and  land  fervice, 
and  the  coniequences  hartging  upon  it)  not  eafily  to  be  conceiv- 
ed. The  prevention  of'  it,  by  the  various  hmderances  that 
d'Eflaing  met  with  on  his  voyage,  ought  to  be  confidered  by 
Great  Britain  as  a  fiVnally  providential  deliverance. 

Lord  Howe's  fleet  confifted  only  of  fix  64  gun  fhips,  three  of 
50,  and    two    of    40,  with  fome  frigates  and  floops.     Count 

*  In  compil  ng  fever  1  of  the  preceding  pages,  recourfe  has  been  had  to 
the  public  letters  cf  5>i  H  my  Clinton  and  gen.  A'afhington,  to  vari- 
ous private  letters  and  information,  and  to  ge:i.  Lee's  trial, 

d'Eftain£ 
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d'Eftaing  had  twelve  fhips  of  the  line ;  feveral  of  which  were 
of  great  force  and  weight  of  metal,  one  carrying  go,  another  80, 
and  fix  74  guns  each;  he  had  befide  prefent  with  him,  three  of 
the  four  large  flout  frigates,  that  had  attended  him  on  his  voyage. 
He  anchored  on  the  Jerfey  fide,  about  four  miles  without  the 
Hook;  and  American  pilots  of  the  firft  abilities,  provided  for 
the  purpofe,  went  on  board  the  fleet :  among  them  were  perfons 
whofe  circumftances  placed  them  above  the  rank  of  common  pi- 
lots. Lord  Howe  had  the  advantage  of  poffeffing  the  harbour 
formed  by  Sandy  Hook  ;  the  entrance  of  which  is  covered  bv  a 
bar,  and  from  whence  the  inlet  paffes  to  New  York.  As  it  could 
not  be  known  whether  the  French  would  not  attempt  paffing  in 
force  over  the  bar,  it  was  neceffary  that  theBritifh  fhould  be  pre- 
pared to  oppofe  them.  On  this  occafion,  a  fpirit  difplayed  itfelf 
not  only  in  the  fleet  and  army,  but  through  every  order  and  deno- 
mination of  feamen,  that  is  not  often  equalled.  The  crews  of  the 
tranfports  haftened  with  eagernefs  to  the  fleet,  that  it  might  be 
completely  manned  :  matters  and  mates  folicited  employment, 
and  took  their  ftations  at  the  guns  with  the  common  failors : 
the  light  infantry,  grenadiers,  and  even  wounded  officers  fo  con- 
tended to  ferve  as  marines  on  board  the  men  of  war,  that  the  point 
of  honor  was  obliged  to  be  decided  by  lot.  In  a  word,  the  pa- 
triotifm,  zeal,  bravery  and  magnanimity  which  appeared  at  this 
jun&ure,  was  a  credit  even  to  Great  Britain.  It  muft  however  be 
acknowledged,  that  the  popularity  of  lord  Howe,  and  the  confi- 
dence founded  on  his  abilities,  contributed  not  a  little  to  thefe 
exertions.  But  the  American  pilots  declaring  it  impoffible  to  cany 
the  large  fhips  of  d'Eftaing's  fquadron  over  the  bar  into  the  Hook, 
on  account  of  their  draught  of  water,  and  gen.  Wafhington  pref- 
fing  him  to  fail  to  Newport,  he  left  the  Hook  after  eleven  days 
tarriance,  [July  2  2.  J  and  in  a  few  hours  was  out  of  fight.  No- 
thing could  be  more  providential.  While  he  remained,  about 
twenty  fail  of  veffels  bound  to  New-York  fell  into  his  poffeffion; 
they  were  chiefly  prizes  taken  from  the  Americans  :  but  had 
he  flayed  a  few  days  longer,  admiral  Byron's  fleet  mull 
have  fallen  a  defencelefs  prey  into  his  hands. That  fqua- 
dron had  met  with  unufual  bad  weather  ;  and  being  feparat- 
ed  in  different  ftorms,  and  lingering  through  a  tedious  paf- 
fage,  arrived,  fcattered,  broken,  fickly,  difmafted,  or  other- 
wife  damaged,  in  various  degrees  of  diftrefs,  upon  different  and 
remote  parts  of  the  American  coaft.  Between  the  departure  of 
d'Eftaing  and  the  thirtieth  of  July,  the  Renown  of  50  guns  from 
the  Weft-Indies,  the  Raifonable  and  Centurion  of  64  and  50 
from  Halifax,  and  the  Cornwall  of  74  guns,  all  arrived  fingly 
at  Sandy  Hook.     By  his  fpeedy  departure  a  number  of  provifi- 
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on  (hips  from  Cork  efcaped  alfo,  together  with  their  convoy. — 1 
They  went  up  the  Delaware  within  fifty  miles  of  Philadelphia 
after  lord  Howe  had  quitted  the  river,  not  having  ohtained  any 
information  of  what  had  happened.  The  Britilh  miniftry  had 
neglected  countermanding  their  deflination,  though  orders  for 
the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia  had  been  fent  off  fo  early  as  to 
have  admitted  of  their  receiving  frefh  directions  where  to  have 
fleered  before  failing.  Great  rejoicings  were  made  at  New- 
York  upon  their  fafe  arrival,  efpecially  as  provifions  were  much 
wanted  by  both  the  fleet  and  army. 

As  the  bar  prevented  all  attempts  on  the  part  of  d'Eflaing 
againft  Howe's  fleet  within  the  Hook,  a  plan  was  concerted  for 
attacking  Rhode-Ifland  ;  and  gen.  Sullivan,  who  commanded  at 
Providence,  was  employed  in  aflembling  an  additional  body  of 
New-England  militia.  Such  was  the  eagernefs  of  people  to  co- 
operate with  their  new  allies,  and  their  confidence  of  fucceeding 
and  reaping  laurels,  that  fome  thoufands  of  volunteers,  gentle- 
men and  others  from  Bofton,  Salem,  Newbury-Port,  Portf- 
mouth,  &c.  engaged  in  the  ferviee.  When  d'Eftaing  was  arri*. 
ved  off  point  Judith  on  the  29th,  the  pilots  who  were  to  have 
facilitated  his  entrance  into  Newport,  were  wanting,  which  00 
cafioned  a  delay.  But  on  the  morning  of  Auguit  the  5th,  his 
operations  commenced,  when  the  Britiih  fet  fire  to  the  Orphe- 
us, Lark,  Juno  and  Cerberus  frigates,  and  feveral  other  veflels 
at  the  appearance  of  two  of  his  fleet  (landing  in  near  Prudence 
ifland  to  attack  them.  The  Flora  and  Falcon  were  funk  after- 
ward. The  next  day  the  American  troops  marched  from  Pro- 
vidence to  Tiverton  under  the  command  of  general  Greene,  who 
had  been  difpatchedby  gen.  Wafhington  from  the  main  army  to 
a  (lift  in  the  expedition.  His  excellency  alfo  fent  on  the  marquis 
de  la  Fayette  at  the  head  of  two  thoufand  troops,  who  by  a  rapid 
march  joined  the  militia  in  feafon.  Gen.  Sullivan's  firft  letter 
to  the  count  informed  him,  that  he  was  not  ready  to  aft,  and 
defired  that  the  attack  might  be  fufpended.  It  was  agreed  be- 
tween them  that  they  fhould  land  their  forces  at  Portfmouth  on 
the  tenth  in  the  morning.  On  the  eighth  the  French  fleet  went 
up  the  middle  pafTage  leading  into  Newport  harbour,  when  the 
Britifh  batteries  began  a  levere  cannonade,  which  was  returned 
with  great  warmth. 

The  royal  troops  on  the  ifland,  having  been  juft  reinforced 
with  five  battalions,  were  about  6000  under  the  command  of 
Sir  Robert  Pigot,  who  took  every  poflible  meafure  of  defence. 
The  force  under  gen.  Sullivan  was  compofed  of  about  10,000 
men.  Upon  his  receiving  intelligence  early  on  the  ninth,  that 
the  enemy  had  evacuated  their  works  on  the  north  end  of  the 
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ifland,  and  retreated  within  their  lines  about  three  miles  from  New- 
port, regardlefs  of  the  agreement  with  d'Eftaing,  he  concluded 
(as  it  appeared  to  him  belt)  to  pufh  over  without  lofs  of  time. — 
The  army  was  immediately  put  in  motion ;  about  eight  o'clock 
the  right  wing,  under  gen.  Greene,  began  to  crofs  from  Tiver- 
ton, and  the  reft  of  the  Americans  followed  in  order.     The 
MafTachufetts  militia  were  attended  by  Mr.   Hancock   as  their 
major  general.     About  two  in  the  afternoon  a  fleet  confuting  of 
near  25  fail  was  difcovered  ftanding  in  for  Newport,  which  came 
to  off  point  Judith  for  the  night.     Lord  Howe  had  determined 
to  attempt  the  prefervation  of  the  ifland  ;  but  notwithstanding  all 
his  exertions  could  not  reach  fight  of  it,  till   the  dav  after  the 
French  fleet  had  entered  the  harbour.     Though  his  own  exceed- 
ed the  other  in  point  of  number,  yet  it  was  far  inferior  with 
refpeft  to  effective  force  and  weight  of  metal.     He  had  one  Ihip 
of  74  guns — feven  of  64 — five  of  50 — fix  from  44  to  32 — and 
twelve  (mailer  veflels  including  fire  fhips  and  bomb  ketches. — 
When  he  firft  appeared,  thegarrifon  were  much  elated,  but  up- 
on learning  that  he  brought  no  provifion,  of  which  they   were 
nearly  exhaufted,  they  were  equally  deje&ed.     A  fudden  change 
of  wind  favoring  the  count,  he  flood  out  to  fea  with  all  his  fqua- 
dron,  about  eight  o'clock  the  next  morning.     They  were  fe- 
verely  cannonaded  as  they  patted  by  the  batteries,  but  received 
no   material  damage.      Howe  deeming   the  weather  gage   too 
great  an  advantage  to  be  added  to  the  fuperior  force  of  the  count 
contended  for  thatobjeft  with  all  the  (kill  of  an  experienced  fea- 
man  ;  while  the  count  was  as  eager  to  preferve  it     This  contefl 
prevented  an  engagement  on  that  day;  but  the  wind  on  the  fol- 
lowing flill  continuing  adverfe  to  the  defign  of  Howe,  he  de- 
termined to  make  the  bed  of  prefent  circumftances,  and  wait 
the  approach  of  the  count.     A   flrong  gale  which  increafed  to  a 
violent  tempeft,  and  continued  for  near  forty-eight  hours,  put 
by  the  engagement.     Two  of  the  French  fliips  were  difmafted, 
and  others  much  damaged.     The  Languedoc  of  ninety  guns, 
d'Eftaing's  own  fhip,  loft  her  rudder  and  all  her  mails;  and  was 
met  in  that  condition  on  the  evening  of  the  13th,  by  the  Re- 
nown of  50  guns.     Capt.  Dawfon  bore  down  without  hoifting 
colours.     The  count  ordered  capt.  Caleb  Gardner,  who  was  on 
board  as  a  pilot,  to  hail  him,  that  he   might   know  what  fhip  it 
was.     Dawfon  made  no  anfwer,  but  ran  with  a  full  fail  and  fair 
wind  till  he  was  under  the  ftern  of  the  Languedoc,  then  hoifted 
Englifh  colours,  fired  in  great  and  fmall  fhot,  andmufketry,  and 
failed  off.     The  Languedoc  upon  that  fired  two  chace  guns  af- 
ter him,  when  he  neyer  attempted  to  approach  her  more.     The 
fame  evening  the  Prefton  of  50  guns,  commodore  Hctham,  fell 
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in  with  the  Tenant  of  eighty  guns,  with  only  her  main-maft 
flanding,  and  attacked  her  with  fpirit,  but  nigh^-- p«t  an  end  to 
the  engagement.  The  junftionof  fix  fail  opflie  Frenchfquadron, 
prevented  all  further  attempts  upon  their  two  di fabled  mips,  by  the 
Renown  and  Preflon  the  next  morning.  On  the  16th,  the  I  us  of 
50  guns,  capt.  Raynor,  was  chaced  by  the  Csef^r,  capt.  Bou- 
gainville, a  French  74  gun.  Neither  had  fufifered  in  the  tempefl, 
A  clofe  and  defperate  engagement  was  maintained  on  both  fides, 
with  the  greateft  obftinacy,  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  within  piftol 
fhot.  The  Caefar  at  length  put  before  the  wind  and  failed  off, 
the  captain  having  loft  his  arm,  the  lieutenant  his  leg,  a  number 
of  men  being  killed  and  wounded,  and  the  fhip  considerably  da- 
maged. The  Ifis  had  fufifered  fo  in  her  mails  and  rigging,  that 
Ihe  could  not  attempt  a  purfuit. 

The  troops  under  gen.  Sullivan  now  demand  our  attention. — 
When  they  had  landed,  they  poffeffed  themfelves  of  the  heights 
near  the  north  end  of  the  ifland,  They  fufifered  no  lefs  than  the 
fhips  by  the  tempefl.  The  wind  blew  mod  violently,  attended 
with  a  flood  of  rain  through  the  whole  day  of  the  12th,  and  in- 
creafed  fo  at  night,  that  not  a  merquee  or  tent  could  ftand :  feveral 
of  the  foldiers  perifhed  by  the  feverity  of  the  itorm,  many  horfes 
died,  the  greateft  part  of  the  ammunition  delivered  to  the  troops 
was  damaged,  and  the  condition  of  the  army  was  deplorable. 
On  the  14th,  the  ftorm  was  over,  and  the  weather  clear  and  fine. 
The  garrifon  having  enjoyed  better  accommodations  and  greater 
fecurity  than  the  Americans,  Sir  Robert  Pigot  had  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity of  attacking  the  latter  while  difpirited  and  worn  down  ,by 
the  painful  fcenes  from  which  they  had  juft  emerged.  Gen. 
Greene  and  fome  Britifh  officers  are  of  opinion,  that  a  bold  and 
vigorous  onfet  under  thefe  circumitances  would  have  been  highly 
proper  and  fuccefsful.  But  as  nothing  of  this  kind  happened, 
the  day  was  fpent  by  the  Americans  in  drying  their  clothes,  &c. 
and  getting  in  order  for  an  advance.  The  next  morning  they 
marched  at  fix  o'clock,  and  took  poll  about  two  miles  from  the 
Britifh  lines.  By  the  20th  they  had  opened  two  four  gun  bat- 
teries ;  but  their  approaches  were  flow.  About  two  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  the  French  fleet  was  difcovered  flanding  for  New- 
port. At  feven  gen.  Greene  and  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  went 
on  board  the  Languedoc,  to  confult  upon  meafures  proper  to  be 
purfued  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  expedition  in  which  they  were 
engaged.  They  urged  d'Eftaing  to  return  with  his  fleet  into 
Newport  harbour.  He  was  apparently  inclined  to  a  compliance : 
but  all  the  captains  and  principal  officers  on  board  were  rather 
unfriendly  to  him.  He  being  a  land  officer,  they  thought  it  an 
affront  to  their  underftandings,   and  a  piece  of  injuflice  done  to 
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their  merits  and  fervices,  to  have  him  appointed  to  the  command 
over  their  heads.  They  therefore  crofted  him  in  every  meafure, 
that  looked  like  giving  him  any  kind  of  reputation,  in  order  if 
pofhble  to  bring  him  into  difgrace.  His  inftru&ions  from  the 
court  of  France  were  to  go  to  Bolton,  if  the  fleet  met  with  any 
misfortune,  or  if  there  appeared  a  fuperior  Britifh  fleet  upon  the 
coaft.  The  count  had  met  with  a  misfortune,  the  Caefar  which 
had  fleered  for  Bofton  was  miffing,  and  a  fuperior  Britifh  fleet 
was  expefted.  All  the  officers  infilled  upon  his  following  the 
inftruciions,  and  entered  into  a  formal  proteft  againft  profecut- 
ing  the  expedition  any  further.  About  twelve  o'clock  at  night 
of  the  21ft,  Greene  and  the  marquis  returned,  and  made  are- 
port  of  what  had  paffed.  The  next  day  letters  went  on  board 
from  generals  Sullivan  and  Hancock ;  as  alfo  a  proteft  dated — • 
Camp  before  Newport,  Aug.  22,  1778 — and  figned  by  John 
Sullivan,  N.  Greene,  John  Hancock,  J.  Glover,,  Ezek.  Cornell, 
Wm.  Whipple,  John  Tyler,  Solomon  Lovell,  Jon.  Fitconel. 
They  protefted  in  a  folemn  manner  againft  the  count's  taking 
the  fleet  to  Bolton,  as  derogatory  to  the  honor  of  France,  con- 
trary to  the  intention  of  his  molt  Chriltian  majefty  and  the  in- 
tereft  of  his  nation,  and  deftruftive  in  the  higheft  degree  to  the 
welfare  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  highly  injurious  to 
the  alliance  formed  between  the  two  nations.  One  of  the  reafons 
affigned  for  the  proteft  was,  that  the  army  and  ftores  collected 
for  the  reduction  of  the  illand  would  be  liable  to  be  loft,  by  an 
opportunity's  being  given  to  the  enemy  to  cut  off  tne  communi- 
cation with  the  main,  and  totally  to  prevent  the  retreat  of  the  ar- 
my. The  belt  apology  that  can  be  made  for  this  proteft  is,  that 
it  was  defigned  as  a  fmeffe  to  induce  the  captains  of  the  French 
fleet  to  confent  to  its  returning  into  the  harbour  of  Newport. — 
But  it  had  not  this  effeft,  and  met  with  a  fpirited  anfwer  from 
the  count,  who  failed  on  the  fame  day  for  Bofton.  Sullivan 
was  fo  chagrined  at  the  departure  of  the  fleet,  that  contrary  to 

all  found  policy,  he  gave  out  in  general  orders  on  the  24th 

41  The  general  cannot  help  lamenting  the  fudden  and  unexpected 
departure  of  the  French  fleet,  as  he  finds  it  has  a  tendency  to 
difcourage  fome  who  placed  great  dependance  upon  the  affiftance 
of  it,  though  he  can  by  no  means  fuppofe  the  army  or  any  part 
of  it  endangered  by  this  movement.  He  yet  hopes  the  event 
will  prove  America  able  to  procure  that  by  her  own  arms,  which 
her  allies  refufe  to  affift  in  obtaining."  Two  davs  after,  in  new 
orders,  he  endeavoured  to  fmooth  off  the  reflection  contained 
in  it,  by  declaring  he  meant  not  to  infinuate  that  the  departure 
of  the  French  fleet  was  owing  to  a  fixed  determination  not  to  al- 
ii ft  in  the  enterprife,  and  would  not  with  to  give  the  leaft  colour 
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to  ungenerous  and  illiberal  minds  to  make  fuch  unfair  interpre- 
tations. Count  d'Eltaing,  when  arrived  in  Bolton  port,  wrote 
to  congrefs  on  the  26th,  and  in  his  letter  mentioned — the  em- 
barraflments  of  the  king's  fquadron  as  well  on  account  of  water 
as  provifions,  how  his  hopes  were  deceived  with  regard  to  thefe  two 
articles,  which  were  growing  more  and  more  important — that  it 
was  neceflary  for  him  to  confine  all  his  attention  to  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  fquadron,  and  reftoring  it  to  a  condition  to  aft — that 
he  was  no  longer  at  liberty  to  depend  on  deceitful  expectations 
of  watering  and  getting  provifions.  He  jultified  his  repairing  to 
Bolton  from  the  fituation  of  his  fhips,  the  advices  of  a  fquadron 
from  Europe,  the  ignorance  of  what  was  become  of  lord  Howe's 
fleet,  and  the  advantage  that  his  lordfhip  would  have  had  for  at- 
tacking him  had  he  returned  into  Newport.  He  alfo  expreffed 
his  difpleafure  at  the  protelt. 

It  appears  unreafonable  to  cenfure  the  count  for  repairing 
to  Bolton,  when  all  his  officers  infilled  fo  upon  the  meafure  ; 
though,  had  he  returned  into  Newport,  the  garrifon  would  molt 
probably  have  capitulated  before  Howe  could  have  fuccoui  ed 
them.  Upon  the  fleet's  failing  for  Bolton,  it  was  faid — "  There 
never  was  a  profpeft  fo  favorable,  blatled  by  fuch  a  lhameful  de- 
fertion."  A  univerfal  clamor  prevailed  againlt  the  French  nati- 
on :  and  letters  were  fent  to  Bolton  containing  the  molt  bitter 
inveftives,  tending  to  prejudice  the  inhabitants  againlt  d'Eltaing 
and  all  his  officers,  to  counteract  which  the  cooler  and  more  ju- 
dicious part  of  the  community  employed  their  good  offices.  Be- 
tween two  and  three  thoufand  volunteers  returned  in  the  courfe 
of  twenty-four  hours,  and  others  continued  to  go  off,  and  even 
many  of  the  militia,  fo  that  in  three  days  Sullivan's  army  was 
greatly  decreafed  :  it  was  foon  little  more  in  number  than  that 
of  the  enemy.  An  attempt  to  carry  their  works  by  florin,  would 
have  been  too  hazardous,  had  all  the  volunteers  and  militia  re- 
mained, for  the  bulk  ol  the  troops  had  never  been  in  aftion  :  the 
neceflity  of  a  retreat  was  therefore  apparent  (as  foon  as  there  was 
a  certainty  of  the  French  fleet's  being  gone)  though  in  the 
morning  of  the  23d,  the  Americans  had  opened  batteries  confilt- 
ing  in  the  whole  of  17  pieces  of  heavy  artillery,  2  ten  inch  mor- 
tars and  three  five  and  a  half  inch  howitzers.  Greene  was  againlt. 
retreating  haltily,  left  the  appearance  of  timidity  and  inferiority 
fhould  bring  out  the  enemy  upon  them  :  but  he  and  Glover  pre- 
pared for  an  expeditious  retreat,  in  cafe  Clinton  fhould  arrive 
with  a  reinforcement,  that  fo  no  damage  might  enfue  from  the 
delay.  By  the  26th  all  the  fpaie  heavy  artillery  and  baggage 
were  fent  offtheifland  ;  and  on  the  28th  at  night,  between  nine 
and  ten  o'clock,  the  army  began  to  move  to  the  north  end.     It 
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had  been  that  day  refolved  in  a  council  of  war,  to  remove 
thither,  fortify  the  camp,  fecure  a  communication  with  the  main, 
and  hold  the  ground,  till  it  could  be  known  whether  the  French 
fleet  would  foon  return  to  their  afhftance.  The  marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  by  requefl  of  the  general  officers,  fet  off  for  Bofton  to 
requeft  their  fpeedy  return.  The  count  could  not  confent  to  the 
return  of  the  fleet,  but  made  a  fpirited  offer  of  leading  the  troops 
under  his  command  from  Bolton,  and  of  co-operating  againft 
Rhode-Ifland.  The  march  of  Sullivan's  army  was  conducted 
"with  great  order  and  regularity,  and  the  troops  arrived  on  their 
ground  about  three  in  the  morning,  with  all  the  baggage,  ftores, 
&c.  About  feven,  [Aug.  29.]  they  were  alarmed  by  a  brifk  fire 
of  mufketry  in  their  front,  between  their  advanced  corps  of  in- 
fantry and  the  enemy,  who  had  pufhed  out  after  them  upon  dis- 
covering the  retreat.  Sullivan  afked  the  opinion  of  the  gene- 
rals upon  the  occafion,  and  Greene  advifed  to  march  and  meet 
them,  for  he  truly  fuppofed  that  they  were  come  out  in  final  1  de- 
tachments which  might  be  cut  to  pieces  ;  and  further  appre- 
hended, that  by  advancing  in  force  upon  the  weftern  road, 
they  might  poflibly  head  that  part  of  the  enemy  which  march- 
ed down   upon   the  eaitern,  and  fo  unexpectedly  poffefs  them- 

felves  of    Newport. Had  this  meafure  been  adopted,    the 

Americans  would  probably  have  gained  very  great  advantages, 
as  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  force  on  the  weftern  road  confilted 
only  of  the  Heflian  chaffeursand  the  Anfpach  regiments  of  Voit 
and  Seaboth  under  gen.  Lofsberg.  On  the  eaft  road  was  gen. 
Smith  with  the  2 2d  and  43d  regiments,  and  the  flank  companies 
of  the  38th  and  54th.  To  the  latter  were  oppofed  col.  Henry 
B.  Livingfion  and  his  light  troops;  to  the  former  lieut.  col. 
Laurens  with  his.  The  enemy's  fupcriority  in  numbers  obliged 
each  to  give  way,  but  a  retreating  fire  was  kept  up  with  the 
greater!  order.  The  advanced  corps  being  reinforced,  they  gave 
the  enemy  a  check,  made  a  gallant  refiilance,  and  at  length  re- 
pulfed  them.  But  the  Britifh  commander  fending  reinforce- 
ments to  both  Lofsberg  and  Smith,  the  Americans  were  obliged 
to  retiie  nigh  to  the  front  line  of  the  main  army,  which  was 
drawn  up  in  order  of  battle.  The  Britifh  advanced  very  near  to 
the  American  left,  but  were  repulfed  by  Glover,  and  retired  to 
Ouaker-hill.  The  royal  troops  foon  availed  themfelves  of  two 
heights  on  Sullivan's  right ;  where  they  placed  feveral  pieces  of 
artillery,  and  began  about  nine  o'clock,  a  fevere  cannonade  on  a 
redoubt,  an  advanced  poll  on  his  right,  which  was  returned 
with  double  force.  Skirmifhing  continued  between  the  advan- 
ced parties  until  near  ten  ;  when  two  Britifh  floops  of  war  and 
other  armed  veffels,  having  gained  his  right  flank  and  began   a 

fire, 
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fire,  their  affociates  on  land  bent  their  force  that  way,  and  en- 
deavoured to  turn  Sullivan's  right  under  cover  of  the  ihips,  and 
to   take  his   advanced    redoubt ;    which    brought    on   a   warm 
and   brifk  fire  of  mufketry  between    the  contending    parties, 
that   was   kept  up  by  each  Tide's   throwing  in  reinforcements, 
till  the  aftion  became  in  fome  degree  general,  and  near    1200 
Americans  were  engaged.      The   laft   of  thefe  that   were    fent 
forward,  got  up  juft  in  time  to  prevent  the  fuccefs  of  the  enemy 
who  were  making  their  third  effort  to  take  the  redoubt:  but  they 
were  broken,  and   retreated  to  the   heights  in  great  confufion, 
leaving  on  the  field  many  of  their  killed  and  wounded.     After 
the  retreat,  the  field  of  battle  could  not  be  approached  by  either 
party,  without  being  expofed  to  the  cannon  of  the  other  army. 
The  heat  of  the  action  was  from  two  till  near  three  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon.     The   firing  of  artillery  continued   through  the 
day;  the  mufketry,  with  intermiffion,  fix  hours.  The  Americans 
make  their  lofs  in  killed  30,  in  wounded  132,  and  in  milling  44. 
The  Britifh  account  makes  their  killed  38,  wounded  210,   and 
miffing    12.     Gen.    Greene,   in  a  letter  to   the  commander  in 
chief,  faid,    "  Our  troops  behaved  with  great  fpirit,  and  the  bri- 
gade of  militia  under  gen.  Lovell,  advanced  with  great  refolution, 
and  in  good  order,  and  flood  the.  fire  of  the  enemy  with  great 
firmnefs.     Lieut,  col.  Livingfton,  col.  Jackfon,  and  col.H.B. 
Livingflon,  did  themfelves  great  honor,  in  the  tranfaclions  of  the 
day,  but  it  is  not  in  my  power  to   do  juftice  to  col.  Laurens, 
who  acted  both  the  general  and  partizan.     His  command  ofre- 
gulartroops  was  fmall,  but  he  did  every  thing  pofhble  to  be  done 
by  their  numbers."     The  brigade  under  gen.    Lovell  belonged 
to  the  Maffachufetts.     Greene  who  commanded  in  the  attack  did 
himfelf  the  higheft  honor  by  the  judgment  and  bravery  he  exhi- 
bited.    He  attended  Itriclly  to  the  action  the  whole  time,  watch- 
ing the  movements  of  the  enemv,  and  where  to  throw  in  the  ne- 
ceffarv  reinforcements.  Gen.  Sullivan  the  next  morning  receiv- 
ed advice,  that  Lord  Howe  had  again  failed,  that  a  fleet  wan  off 
Block  ifland,  and  that  d'Eftaing  could  not  come  fo  foon  as  he  ex- 
pected,  on  which  it   was  concluded  to  evacuate   Rhode  Ifland. 
The  fentriesof  both  armies  being  within  400  yards  of  each  other, 
the  greateft  attention  was  requifite.     To  cover  the  defign  of  re- 
treating, a  number  of  tents  were  brought  forward,  [AngiiH^o.] 
and  pitched  in  fight  of  the  enemy,  and  the  whole  army  employed 
in  fortifying  the  camp.  At  the  fame  time  the  heavy  baggage  and 
(lores  were  falling  back  and  croffed  through  the  bay.     At  dark 
the  tents  were  ftruck,  the  light  baggage  and  troops  paffed  down, 
and  by  twelve  o'clock  the  main  army  had  croffed.     It  was  about 
that  time  when  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  arrived  from  Boflon. 

He 
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He  was  mofl  fenfibly  mortified  that  he  was  not  in  the  aftion. 
That  he  might  not  be  out  of  the  way  in  cafe  of  one,  he  had  rode 
from  the  ifland  to  Bofton,  near  70  miles  diftant,  in  feven  hours, 
and  returned  in  fix  and  a  half.  He  got  back  time  enough  to 
bring  off  the  picquets,  and  other  parties,  that  covered  the  retreat 
of  the  army,  which  he  did  in  excellent  order  :  not  a  man  was  left 
behind,  nor  the  fmallefl  article  loft.  The  honor  arifing  from  fo 
good  a  retreat,  though  great,  did  not  compenfate  for  the  fore 
difappointment  gen.  Sullivan  met  with,  when  in  full  expectation 
of  taking  Newport.  The  place  muft  have  fallen  had  not  count 
d'Eftaing  left  the  harbour  ;  or  had  he  returned  after  chacing  lord 
Howe  to  a  confiderable  diftance.  The  glory  of  vanquifhing  a 
Britifh  fquadron,  and  of  obtaining  a  triumph  over  a  firft  rate  na- 
val ofHcer,  and  a  country  againft  which  he  had  a  perfonal  ani- 
mofity  (though  in  profpecf  only)  tempted  him  as  may  be  thought, 
into  a  fituation  that  proved  the  ruin  of  the  principal  object  in 
view,  when  he  fleered  from  before  Sandy  Hook  for  Newport, 
and  agreed  upon  a  co-operation  with  Sullivan's  army.  The  fleet 
off  Block  Ifland  was  bound  for  Rhode  Ifland,  and  had  on  board 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  with  about  4000  troops.  Sir  Henry  hoped  to 
have  effected  a  landing,  fo  as  to  have  made  Sullivan's  retreat  very 
precarious,  but  the  latter  was  completed  the  night  before  his  ar- 
rival. [September  1. J  The  day  after,  lord  Howe,  who  had 
changed  his  courfe  upon  hearing  that  d'Eftaing  had  left  Rhode 
Ifland,  arrived  off  the  entrance  of  Bofton  port  in  the  evening. 
Upon  obfervingthe  pofition  of  the  French  fleet,  and  deeming 
every  attempt  again  ft  them  ineligible,  he  left  the  Bofton  coaft 
the  next  morning  :  but  his  appearance  in  and  Handing  up  the  bay 
to  the  entrance  of  the  port  fpread  a  prodigious  alarm.  Sir  Hen- 
ry being  difappointed,  returned  for  New  York  ;  but  off  New 
London  left  the  fleet,  with  directions  to  gen.  Grey  to  proceed 
to  Bedford  and  the  neighbourhood,  where  feveral  American  pri- 
vateers reforted,  and  a  number  of  captured  fhips  lay.  They 
reached  the  place  of  deftination  on  the  fifth  of  September  ;  the 
troops  were  immediately  landed,  and  between  fix  in  the  evening 
and  twelve  the  following  day,  deftroyed  about  70  fail  of  fhipping, 
befide  a  number  of  fmall  craft.  They  alfo  burnt  the  magazine, 
wharfs,  ftores,  ware-houfes,  veffels  on,the  flocks,  all  the  dwelling 
lioufes  at  M'Pherfon's  wharf,  and  the  principal  part  ofthehoufes 
at  the  head  of  the  river,  together  with  the  mills  and  fome  houfes 
on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river.  Bedford,  or  as  it  is  frequently  called 
Dartmouth,  fuffered  to  the  amount  of  near  2o,oool.  fterling  in 
rateable  property,  viz.  buildings.  The  other  articles  deftroyed 
were  worth  a  much  more  confiderable  fum.  The  troops  proceed- 
ed from  thence  to  Martha's  Vineyard,  where  they  deftroyed  a 

few 
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few  veffels,  and  made  a  requifition  of  the  militia  arms,  the  pub- 
lic money,  three  hundred  oxen,  and  10,000  fheep,  which  was 
complied  with.  The  laft  contribution  was  a  moft  defirable  one, 
and  afforded  a  grateful  repaft  to  thoufands  upon  being  fafely  con- 
veyed to  New- York. 

Here  let  me  clofe  our  account  of  military  operations,  with 
an  extraft  from  gen.  Washington's  letter  of  Auguft  the  20th, 
and  then  attend  to  the  negociations  of  the  Britifh  commiflioners, 
and  the  afts  of  congrefs.  His  excellency  thus  exprefled  himfelf 
— "  It  is  not  a  little  pleafing,  nor  lefs  wonderful  to  contemplate, 
that  after  two  years  manoeuvring  and  undergoing  the  ftrangefl 
viciffitudes,  that  perhaps  ever  attended  any  one  conteft  fince  the 
creation,  both  armies  are  brought  back  to  the  very  point  they 
fet  out  from,  and  the  offending  party  in  the  beginning,  is  now- 
reduced  to  the  ufe  of  the  fpade  and  pick-axe  for  defence.  The 
hand  of  Providence  has  been  fo  confpicuous  in  all  this,  that 
he  muft  be  worfe  than  an  infidel  that  lacks  faith,  and  more 
than  wicked  that  has  not  gratitude  enough  to  acknowledge  his 
obligations." 

Governor  Johnftone,  meaning  to  avail  himfelf  of  former 
connections,  endeavoured  to  commence  or  renew  a  private  cor- 
refpondence,  with  feveral  members  of  congrefs,  and  other  per- 
fons  of  confideration.  In  his  letters  to  them,  he  ufed  a  freedom 
with  the  authority  under  which  he  afted,  not  cuflomary  with 
thofe  intruded  with  delegated  power,  and  gave  fuch  a  degree 
of  approbation  to  the  conduct  of  the  Americans  in  the  paft  re- 
fiftance  which  they  had  made,  as  is  feldom  granted  by  negocia- 
tors  to  their  opponents.  In  a  letter  to  Jofeph  Reed,  efq;  of 
April  the  11th,  he  faid — "  The  man  who  can  be  inftrumental 
in  bringing  us  all  to  aft  once  more  in  harmony,  and  to  unite 
together  the  various  powers  which  this  conteft  has  drawn  forth, 
will  deferve  more  from  the  king  and  people,  from  patriotifm, 
humanity  and  all  the  tender  ties  that  are  affected  by  the  quarrel 
and  reconciliation,  than  ever  was  yet  beftowed  on  human  kind." 
On  the  16th  of  June  he  wrote  to  Robert  Morris,  efq; — "  I  be- 
lieve the  men  who  have  condufted  the  affairs  of  America  unca- 
pable  of  being  influenced  by  improper  motives ;  but  in  all  fuch 
tranfaftions  there  is  rifk,  and  1  think,  that  whoever  ventures 
fhould  be  fecured;  at  the  fame  time,  that  honor  and  emolument 
fhould  naturally  follow  the  fortune  of  thofe  who  have  fleered 
the  veffel  in  the  florm,  and  brought  her  fafely  to  port.  I  think 
Wafhington  and  the  prefident  have  a  right  to  every  favor  that 
grateful  nations  can  bcftow,  if  they  could  once  more  unite  our 
mtereft,  and  fpare  the  miferies  and  devaftations  of  war."  On 
Sunday  the  21ft  of  June,  Mr.  Reed  received  a  written  meffage 

from 
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from  Mrs.  Fergufon,  exprefiing  a  defire  to  fee  him  on  bufinefs, 
which  could  not  be  committed  to  writing.  On  his  attending  in 
the  evening,  agreeable  to  her  appointment,  after  fome  previous 
converfation,  fhe  enlarged  upon  the  great  talents  and  amiable 
qualities  of  governor  Johnitone,  and  added,  that  in  feveral  con- 
verfations  with  her,  he  had  expreffed  the  moft  favorable  fenti- 
ments  of  Mr.  Reed ;  that  it  was  particularly  wifhed  to  engage 
his  intereft  to  promote  the  objects  of  the  Britifh  commiffioners, 
viz.  a  re-union  of  the  two  countries,  if  confident  with  his  prin- 
ciples and  judgement :  and  that  in  fuch  cafe  it  could  not  be  deem- 
ed unbecoming  or  improper  in  the  Britifh  goverment  to  take  a 
favorable  notice  of  fuch  conducf;  and  that  in  this  inftance  Mr. 
Reed  might  have  ten  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  and  any  office 
in  the  colonies  in  his  majefty's  gift.  Mr.  Reed  finding  an  an- 
fwer  was  expefted,  replied — "  /  am  not  worth  purchajing,  but 
Juch  as  I  am  the  king  of  Great- Britain  is  not  rich  enough  to  do  it." 
However  right  the  principles  might  be,  on  which  this  infinuating 
fcheme  of  conciliation  was  adopted,  its  effecfs  were  untoward. 
On  the  ninth  of  July,  congrefs  ordered — "  That  all  letters  re- 
ceived by  members  of  congrefs  from  any  of  the  Britifh  commiffi- 
oners or  their  agents,  or  from  any  fubjeclt  of  the  king  of  Great- 
Britain,  of  a  public  nature,  be  laid  before  congrefs."  The 
above  letters  being  communicated,  and  Mr.  Reed  making  a  de- 
claration [Aug.  11.]  of  what  has  been  above  related,  congrefs 
refolved  that  the  fame  "  cannot  but  be  confidered  as  direct  at- 
tempts to  corrupt  and  bribe  the  congrefs — That  as  congrefs  feel, 
fo  they  ought  to  demonftrate,  the  higheit  and  moft  pointed  in- 
dignation againft  fuch  daring  and  atrocious  attempts  to  corrupt 
their  integrity — And  that  it  is  incompatible  with  the  honor  of 
congrefs  to  hold  any  manner  of  correfpondence  or  intercourfe 
with  the  faid  George  Jolmftone,  efq;  efpecially  to  negociate  with 
him  upon  affairs  in  which  the  caufe  of  liberty  is  concerned." — 
Their  proceedings  in  this  bufinefs  were  expreffed  in  the  form  of 
a  declaration,  a  copy  of  which  was  ordered  to  be  figned  by  the 
prefident  and  fent  by  a  flag  to  the  commiffioners  at  New- York. 
This  declaration  drew  out  an  exceeding  angry  and  vehement  one 
from  the  gentleman  in  queftion,  in  which  the  immediate  opera- 
tions of  paffion  were  rather  too  apparent.  The  tone  of  his  pub- 
lication accorded  but  badly  with  the  high  and  flattering  eulogiums 
which  he  had  fo  lately  beflowed  on  the  Americans,  in  thofe  very 
letters  which  were  the  fubjecl  of  the  prefent  conteft.  It  was 
dated  the  26th  of  Auguft,  and  tranfmitted  to  congrefs  :  together 
with  a  declaration  of  the  fame  date  from  lord  Carlifle,  Sir  Hen- 
ry Clinton,  and  Mr.  Eden,  which  went  to  a  total  and  folemn 
difavowal,  fo  far  as  related  to  the  prefent  fubjecf,  of  their  hav- 
ing 
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ing  had  any  knowledge,  dire&ly  or  indireclly,  of  thofe  matters 
fpecifiedby  congrefs.  The  declarations  were  accompanied  by  a 
requifition  from  the  three  lad  named  commiflioners  refpecting 
the  troops  lately  ferving  under  gen.  Burgoyne,  in  which  they  of- 
fered to  ratify  the  convention,  and  required  permifiion  for  the 
embarkation  of  the  troops.  But  congrefs  refolved,  [Sept.  4.J 
"  That  no  ratification  of  the  convention,  which  may  be  tendered 
in  confequence  of  powers,  which  only  reach  that  cafe  by  con- 
ftruftion  and  implication,  or  which  may  fubjecT:  whatever  is  tranf- 
afted  relative  to  it  to  the  future  approbation  or  difapprobation  of 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  can  be  accepted  by  congrefs." 

When  all  hope  of  further  negociation  with  congrefs  was  at  an 
end,  the  commiflioners  directed  their  future  publications  in  the 
manner  of  appeals  to  the  people  at  large :  whereby  they  feemingly 
realized  the  charge  repeatedly  made,  that  their  only  objeft  was, 
under  the  infidioirs  appearance  of  conciliation,  to  excite  either  a 
feparation  among  the  colonies,  or  the  people  to  tumults  againffc 
their  refpeftive  governments.     Congrefs  not  only  permitted,  but 
forwarded  the  republifhment  of  all  matters  upon  the  fubjeft; 
while  different  American  writers  undertook  to  obviate  the  effetf, 
which  the  publications  iflued  by  the  commiflioners  might  have 
upon  the  body  of  the  people.     The  ftrongeft  argument  which 
the  Americans  advanced   upon  the  occafion  was,  that  they  had 
already  concluded  a  folemn  treaty  with  France  for  the  eftablilh- 
ment  and  on  the  footing  of  their  independence,  that  fliould  thev 
break  their  faith  with   France,  they   would  forfeit    their  credit 
with  all  foreign  nations,  be  confidered  as  faithlefs  and  infamous, 
and  forevermore  be  cut  off  from  even  the  hope  of  foreign  fuc- 
cour;  and  at  the  fame  time  they  fhould  be  thrown  on  the  mercy 
of  thofe,  who  had  already  purfued  every  meafure  of  fraud,  force, 
cruelty  and  deceit,  for  their  deftruftion :  as  neither  the  king,  the 
miniflers,  nor  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain,  would  be  under 
the  neceflity  of  ratifying  any  one   condition  which  they  agreed 
upon  with  the  commiflioners;  or,  if  they  even  found  it  neceflary 
to  ratify  them  for  prefent  purpofes,  it  would  be  only  to  call  a  new 
parliament  and  then  to  undo  the  whole. 

The  appeals  of  the  commiflioners  to  the  people  proving  inef- 
fectual, they  changed  their  conduft  and  denounced  hoftility  and 
deilruclion,  in  their  moft  terrific  forms,  to  thofe  who  had  re- 
jected conciliation  and  friendlhip.  They  publifhed  [Ofcf..  3. J  a 
flgnal  valedi&ory  manifefto  and  proclamation;  and  therein 
warned  the  people  of  the  total  and  material  change  which  was 
to  take  place  in  the  future  conduct  of  holtilities,  fliould  they 
fl ill  perfevere  in  their  obit inacy  ;  and  more  efpecially  as  that  was 

faid  to  be  founded  upon  the  pretended  alliance  with  France. 

The  Americans  were  virtually  threatened  with  all  the  extremes 
Vol. II.  3  D  of 
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of  war,  and  to  have  their  country  defolated.  Be  it  noted  that 
"  The  conceflions  made  in  the  manifefto  and  proclamation  by 
the  commiflioners,  contain  a  renunciation  of  every  principle  up- 
on which  the  king's  minifters  have  pretended  to  juftify  the  foun- 
dation, or  the  purfuit  of  any  one  object  of  the  war.  Thus  the 
irretrievable  difgrace  of  having  waged  a  cruel  war  for  unjultifia- 
ble  and  deftruftive  ends,  is  fixed  upon  Britain,  by  a  public 
avowal  upon  principle,  that  the  terms  offered  by  America  in 
1774,  before  the  war,  ought  to  have  been  accepted  as  foundati- 
ons of  peace,  from  their  own  intrinfic  equity  and  merit,  as  be- 
ing more  beneficial  to  the  mother  country  and  more  fafe  to  all  par- 
ties*."  Several  packages  of  manifeftos,  which  enclofed  a  num- 
ber tranflated  into  the  German  language,  and  one  printed  on 
vellum  and  figned  by  lord  Carlifle,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  Wil- 
liam Eden,  efq;  were  made  up  in  order  to  be  fent  with  flags  to 
congrefs  and  the  particular  ftates  in  the  union.  Congrefs  upon 
being  informed  of  it,  declared  that  the  agents  employed  to  dif- 
tribute  the  faid  papers  were  not  entitled  to  protection  from  a  flag, 
while  engaged  in  the  profecution  of  fuch  nefarious  purpofes ; 
and  recommended  it  to  the  feveral  ftates  to  fecure  and  keep  them 
in  clofe  cuftody,  but  at  the  fame  time  to  print  the  manifeftos  in 
the  newfpapers,  to  convince  the  people  of  the  infiduous  defigns 
of  the  commiffioners.  ["Oct.  30.]  They  alfo  publifhed  a  mani- 
fefto on  their  part,  in  which  they  complained  bitterly  of  the  mode 
praetifed  by  the  Britifh  in  carrying  on  the  war,  of  the  treatment 
their  foldiers  and  failors  had  met  with,  and  of  their  meanly  af- 
failing  the  reprefentatives  of  America  with  bribes,  with  deceit, 
and  the  fervility  of  adulation.  After  other  charges,  exprefled  in 
the  feverefl  language,  they  concluded  with  folemnly  declaring — 
"  If  our  enemies  prefume  to  execute  their  threats,  or  perfift  in 
their  prefent  career  of  barbarity,  we  will  take  fuch  exemplary 
vengeance  as  fhall  deter  others  from  a  like  conduct.  We  appeal 
to  that  God  who  fearcheth  the  hearts  of  men,  for  the  rectitude 
of  our  intentions  ;  and  in  his  holy  prefence  declare,  that  as  we 
are  not  moved  by  any  light  and  hafty  fuggeftions  of  anger  or  re- 
venge, fo,  through  every  poffible  change  of  fortune,  we  will 
adhere  to  this  our  determination." 

The  commiflion  has  been  attended  with  the  fingular  circum- 
ftance  of  a  letter  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  to  the  earl  of 
Carlide,  challenging  'hat  noblemarr,  as  firft  commiflioner,  to  the 
field,  there  toanfwer  in  his  own  perfon,  and  in  fingle  combat, 
for  fome  harfh  reflections  on  the  conduct  of  the  French  court  and 
nation,  which  appeared  in  thofe  public  inftruments,  that  he  and 
his  brethren  had  i  fined  in  their  political  capacity.  The  inexpe- 
rience and  heat  of  youth  hurried  him  into  this  impropriety  againft 
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the  advice  of  his  warmeft  American  friends,  who   forefaw  that 
his  challenge  would  of  neceflity  be  flighted. 

The  other  proceedings  of  congrefs,  which  have  been  paffed 
over,  while  the  negociation  has  been  confidered,  are  now  to  be 
related. 

Congrefs  being  convinced  by  experience,  that  the  regulation 
of  prices  was  an  evil,  and  increafed  inflead  of  lefTening  the  dif- 
ficulties it  was  meant  to  cure,  recommended  in  the  beginning  of 
June,  to  the  feveral  legislatures  that  had  adopted  the  meafure, 
the  fufpenfion  or  repeal  of  their  laws  for  that  purpofe.  The 
commilfary  general,  col.  Wadfworth,  had  no  hope  of  feeding 
the  army,  while  the  regulating  a£ls  prevailed.  Before  the  re- 
commendation it  was  fupplied  by  a  violation  of  the  afts,  or  by 
contracts  made  before  they  took  place.  [June  27.J  Congrefs  ad- 
journed to  meet  the  Thurfday  following  at  the  itate  houfe  in 
Philadelphia.  When  a  fufficient  number  of  ftates  were  repre- 
sented, f  July  7.]  they  had  before  them  a  packet  of  letters  which 
had  paffed  between  gen.  Heath  and  gen.  Phillips,  confequent  to 
the  death  of  lieut.  Richard  Brown  of  the  21ft  Britifh  regiment, 
belonging  to  the  convention  troops  at  Cambridge.  He  deter- 
mined upon  pafiing  the  lines  on  the  17th  of  June  (in  a  chaife, 
between  two  women  of  eafy  virtue)  contrary  to  general  orders. 
The  fentry  upon  flopping  him  was  treated  with  contempt.  The 
lieutenant  would  go  on  without  affigning  any  reafon,  though  re- 
peatedly ordered  to  flop,  on  which  the  fentry  (hot  him  through 
the  head  at  Profpett-hill.  The  language  of  Phillip's  letter  upon 
the  occafion,  was  fo  offenfive,  that  Heath  confined  him  to  his 
quarters,  under  a  guard  ;  and  infilled  on  his  figning  a  new  pa- 
role. Thefe  meafures  produced  others  letters  pro  and  con. — 
The  whole  were  fubmitted  to  the  infpeftion  of  congrefs,  who 
approved  of  Heath's  conduct. 

[July  16.]  They  had  before  them  a  paper  from  Mr.  Gerard, 
wherein  he  thanked  them  for  the  quick  difpatch  with  which  they 
had  provided  for  the  firfl  wants  of  the  French  fquadron  ;  it  was 
accompanied  with  a  memorandum  of  the  provilions  that  would 
be  further  wanted.  Congrefs  meaning  to  procure  it  upon  the 
eafieft  terms,  appointed  a  committee  to  make  the  purchafes  ; 
but  Mr.  Chafe,  one  of  the  Maryland  delegates,  improved  the 
knowledge  his  leat  fecured  him,  for  directing  in  feafon  a  private 
acquaintance  to  buy ;  and  thereby  counteracted  the  committee 
fo  effe&ually,  that  they  could  not  anfwer  the  end  of  their  ap- 
pointment. It  is  no  extravagant  conjecture,  that  Mr.  Chafe 
fhared  in  the  profits  made  by  his  communications. 

[Aug.  6.J  The  hon.  Sieur  Gerard  was  introduced  to  an  au- 
dience by  two  members  of  congrefs  appointed  for  the  purpofe, 

and 
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and  being  feated  in  his  chair,  his  fecretary  delivered  to  the  pre- 
fident a  letter  from  his  moft  Chriitian  majefty,  informing  his 
very  dear  great  friends  and  allies,  that  he  had  nominated  the  Sieur 
Gerard,  to  refide  among  them  in  the  quality  of  minifter  plenipo- 
tentiary. The  mini  fter  was,  after  the  reading  of  it,  announced 
to  the  houfe,  whereupon  he  arofe  and  addreffed  congrefs  in  a 
Ipeech,  which  when  finifhed  in  the  French  language,  was  deli- 
vered bv  his  fecretary  to  the  prefident ;  to  which  the  latter  re- 
turned an  anfwer  in  Englilh.  A  profufion  of  compliments  paf- 
fed  upon  the  occafion,  in  the  hearing  and  prefence  of  a  numerous 
audience  ;  for  the  vice  prefident,  the  fupreme  executive  council, 
the  fpeaker  and  affembly  of  Pennsylvania,  were  invited  to  be 
there  ;  and  each  member  of  congrefs  had  the  liberty  of  giving 
two  tickets  for  the  admittance  of  other  perfons.  An  entertain- 
ment given  by  congrefs  to  the  Sieur  Gerard,  clofed  the  novel, 
important,  and  joyful  tranfa£tions  of  the  day. 

[Sept.  11.]  Congrefs  refolved.  upon  an  application  to  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  for  paffports  to  American  veffels  to  tranfport 
provifions  and  fuel  to  Bofton  for  the  ufe  of  the  convention 
troops  ;  and  that  if  fuch  paffports  were  not  granted  within  three 
days  after  application,  or  meafures  adopted  by  him  for  fupplving 
them  by  the  ^th  of  October,  they  would  deem  themfelves  jufiifi- 
able  in.  removing  the  faid  troops  to  fuch  parts  of  the  United 
States  as  they  can  be  beft  fubfiited  in.  The  applications  to  Sir 
Henry  having  had  no  effe6t,  they  refolved  on  the  16th  of  Oc- 
tober, that  the  neceffary  fteps  fhould  be  taken  for  removing, 
with  all  convenient  fpeed,  the  convention  prifoners  to  Charlotte- 
ville,  in  Albemarle  county,  Virginia. 

TScpt.  14.]  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  mini- 
fies plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of  France,  and  the  ballots  being 
taken,  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin  was  ele£ied.  In  their  inftru&i- 
ons  to  him  on  the  26th  of  Ottober,  he  was  directed  to  obtain, 
if  poffible,  the  French  king's  confent  for  expunging  from  the 
treaty  of  commerce  the  11th  and  12th  articles,  as  inconfiftent 
with  that  equality  and  reciprocity  which  form  the  beft  fecurity 
for  perpetuating  the  whole.  The  marquis  de  la  Fayette  had  enter- 
ed into  arrangements  with  congefs  for  co-operating  with  the  court 
of  Fiance  in  an  expedition  againfl  Canada  ;  the  plan  of  which  the 
doF'orwas  alfo  to  lay  before  the  minifter.  It  was  propofed  that 
4  or  5000  French  troops  Ihould  be  fent  to  affift  in  the  bufinefs. — 
The  marquis's  attachment  to  the  American  caufe  and  thirft  for 
glory,  would,  naturally  engage  him  in  fuch  a  project  (wherein  he 
would  be  likely  to  hold  a  considerable  command)  with  the  utmoft 
purity  oi  intension.  But  how  far  Mr.  Gerard  might  artfully  in- 
finuaie  the  firil  idea  into  his  mind,  in  expectation  ot  introducing  a. 
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larger  body  of  French  troops  into  Canada  for  diftant  political 
purpofes,  to  which  the  marquis  was  a  total  ftranger,  cannot  be 
eafily  afcertained.  The  doftor  was  to  inculcate  the  certainty  of 
ruining  the  Britilh  fifherv  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  and 
confequently  the  Britifh  marine  by  reducing  Halifax  and  Que- 
bec. The  importance  of  fuch  reduttion  to  France  on  the  one 
hand,  and  to  America  on  the  other,  was  ftated. 

The  following  obfervations  on  the  finances  of  America  were 
likewife  to  be  communicated  to  the  French  minifter. 

"  At  the  commencement  of  the  war,  it  was  obvious  that  the 
permanent  revenues  and  refources  of  Great  Britain  mull  even- 
tually overbalance  the  hidden  and  impetuous  fallies  of  men  con- 
tending for  freedom  on  the  fpur  of  the  oceafion,  without  regu- 
lar difcipline,  determinate  plan,  or  permanent  means  of  defence. 
America  having   never  been  much  taxed,  nor  for  a  continuing 
length  of  time,  being  without  a  fixed  government,  and  contended 
againft  what  was  once  the  lawful  authority,    had  no  funds    to 
fupport  the  war;  and  the  contelt  being  upon  the  very  queftion  of 
taxation,  the  levying  of  imports,  unlefs  from  the  laft  neceffity, 
would  have  been  madnefs. — To  borrow  from  individuals  with- 
out any  vifible  means  of  repaying  them,  while  the  lofs  was  certain 
from  ill  fuccefs,  was  vifionary. — A  meafure  therefore  which  had 
been  early  adopted,   and  thence  became    familiar  to  the  people, 
was  purfued :  this  was  the  iffuing  of  paper  notes  reprefenting  fpe- 
eie,  lor  the  redemption  of  which  the  public  faith  was  pledged. — 
As  thefe  were  to  circulate  from  hand  to  hand,  there  was  no 
great  individual  rifle  unlefs  from  holding  them  too  long,  and  no 
man  refufed  to  receive  them  for  one  commodity,  while  they  would 
purchafe  every  other. — This  general  credit  however,  did  not  laft 
long.     It  menaced  fo  deeply  the  views  of  our  enemies,  who  had 
built  their  hopes  on  the  defeat  _ of  our  refources,    that  they   and 
their  partizans  ufed  every  effort  to  impeach  its   value.     Their 
fuccefs  in  one  inltance  of  this  kind,  alway  made  room  for  ano- 
ther, becaufe  he  who  could  not  relieve  his  wants  with  our  paper, 
would  not  part  with  his  property  to  procure  it. — To  remedy  this 
evil,  the  ftates  as  foon  as  formed  into  any  fhape  of  legiflature,  en- 
acted laws  to  make  the  continental  paper  a  lawful  tender,  and  in- 
deed to  determine  its  value,   fixing  it  by  penalties  at  the  fum  of 
fpecie  expreffed  on  the  face  of  it.     Thefe  laws  produced  mono- 
poly throughout. — The  monopoly  of  commodities,  the  interrup- 
tion of  commerce,  and  die  fucceffes  of  the   enemy,  produced  a 
depreciation  :  the  laws  devifed  to  remedy  this  evil,  either  increa- 
fed  or  were  followed  by    an    increafe    of  it. — This   demand- 
ed  more  plentiful  emiffions,  thereby  increafing  the  circulating 
medium  to  fuch  a  degree  as  ncpt  only  to  exclude  all  others,  but 
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furnifh  a  fuperabundant  quantity  to  increafe  the  depreciation. — 
The  feveral  ftates,  inftead  of  laying  taxes  to  defray  their  own 
private  expences,  followed  the  example  of  congrefs,  and  iflued 
notes  of  different  denominations  and  forms.  Therefore  to  coun- 
terfeit became  eafier,  and  the  enemy  did  not  neglecl  to  avail  them- 
felves  of  this  great  though  bafe  advantage,  and  hence  arofe  a  fur- 
ther depreciation. — Calling  the  hufbandman  frequently  to  arms, 
who  had  indeed  loft  the  incitements  to  induftry  from  thecheap- 
nefs  of  the  neceffaries  of  life  in  the  beginning,  compared  with  o- 
ther  articles  which  took  a  more  rapid  rife,  loon  reduced  that  a- 
bundance  which  preceded  the  war :  this  added  to  the  greater 
coniumption,  together  with  the  ravages  and  fubfiflence  of  the 
enemy,  at  length  pointed  the  depreciation  to  the  means  of  fup- 
port. — The  iffues  from  this  moment  became  enormous,  and  con- 
fequently  increafed  the  difeafe  from  which  they  arofe,  and  which 
mult  foon  have  become  fatal,  had  not  the  fucceffes  of  America, 
and  trie  alliance  with  France,  kept  it  from  finking  entiiely.  The 
certainty  or  its  redemption  being  now  evident,  we  only  fuifer 
from  the  quantity. — This  however  not  only  impairs  the  value  fim- 
ply  in  itfelf,  but  as  it  calls  for  continued  large  emiffions,  fo  the  cer- 
tainty that  every  thing  will  be  dearer  than  it  is,  renders  every 
thing  dearer  than  it  otherwife  would  be ;  and  vice  verja  could  we 
poihbly  abford  a  part  of  the  inundation  which  overwhelms  us, 
every  thing  would  be  cheaper  from  the  certainty  that  it  would  be- 
come cheaper. — The  money  can  be  abforded  but  three  ways. — 
The  firit  is  by  taxation,  which  cannot  reach  the  evil  while  the 
war  continues ;  becaufe  the  emiffions  rhuft  continue,  to  fupply 
what  is  neceffary  over  and  above  even  the  nominal  produce  of 
taxes ;  and  the  taxes  cannot  be  very  productive,  by  reafon  of  the 
poffeffion  of  part  and  ravagement  of  other  parts  of  the  country  by 
the  enemy ;  and  alfo  from  the  weaknefs  of  governments  yet  in 
their  infancy,    and   not    arrived  to  that  power,    method  and 

firmnefs,    which    are   the  portion    of    elder   ftates. The 

fecond  method  is  by  borrowing,  and  is  not  efficient,  becaufe 
no  intereft  can  tempt  men  to  lend  paper  now,  which  paid 
together  with  that  intereft  in  paper  a  year  hence,  will  not 
probably  be  worth  half  as  much  as  the  principal  fum  is  at  prefent ; 
and  whenever  the  cafe  fhall  alter,  then  in  proportion  to  the  de- 
preciation will  be  the  lofs  of  the  public  in  what  they  borrow,  to 
fay  nothing  of  the  enormous  burdens  for  which  they  mufl  pay 
intereft  in  fpecie,  or  what  is  equal  to  it,  if  fo  much  as  what  hath 
been  emitted  could  be  borrowed,  as  to  render  the  remainder  equal  - 
ly  valuable  with  filver. — The  laft  method  is  by  very  confiderable 
loans  or  fubfidies  in  Europe,  and  is  the  only  mode  at  once  equal 
to  the  effeci  defired,  and  free  from  the  foregoing  exceptions;  for 
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if  fuch  a  fum  is  drawn  for,  at  the  advanced  exchange,  as  by  taking 
up  the  greateft  part  of  our  paper  to  reduce  the  exchange  to  par, 
the  paper  then  remaining  will  be  fully  appreciated,  and  the  fum 
due  will  not  nominally,  and  therefore  in  the  event  not  actually 
exceed  its  real  value. — But  to  this  mode  there  are  objeftions : 
1.  Subfidies  by  any  means  equal  to  our  neceffities  can  hardly  be 
expected,  while  our  allies,  being  engaged  in  a  war,  will  want 
all  the  money  they  can  procure:  and  2.  Loans  cannot  probablybe 
obtained  withoutgood  guarantee,  or  other  fecurity  which  Ameri- 
ca may  not  perhaps  be  able  to  procure  or  give. — But  until  our 
finances  can  be  in  a  better  fituation,  the  war  cannot  poflibly  be 
profecuted  with  vigor:  and  the  efforts  made,  feeble  as  they  muft 
be,  will  be  attended  with  an  oppreffive  weight  of  expence,  ren- 
dering ftill  more  weak  the  confederated  ftates. — This  will  appear 
from  the  foregoing  obfervations,  and  alfo  from  hence,  that  the 
prefent,  and  in  all  probability  the  future  feat  of  the  war,  (that  is 
the  middle  Hates)  is  fo  exhaufted,  that  unlefs  by  the  flrenuous 
voluntary  exertions  of  the  inhabitants,  no  great  number  of  men 
can  poflibly  be  fubfifled ;  and  fuch  exertions  cannot  be  expect- 
ed without  the  temptation  of  money  more  valued  than  ours  is  at 
prefent." 

Five  days  before  the  date  of  (he  inftruftions  above  related, 
congrefs,  upon  the  application  of  the  marquis  dela  Fayette,  grant- 
ed him  leave  to  return  to  France,  and  directed  the  prefident  to 
write  him  a  letter  of  thanks  for  that  difmterefled  zeal  which  led 
him  to  America,  and  for  the  fervices  he  had  rendered  to  the 
United  States  by  the  exertion  of  his  courage  and  abilities  on  ma- 
ny fignal  occafions.  They  alfo  ordered  Dr.  Franklin  to  caufe  an 
elegant  fword,  with  proper  devices,  to  be  made  and  prefented 
him  in  the  name  of  the  United  States:  and  crowned  the  whole 
with  a  letter  recommending  him  to  his  raoft  Chriftian  ma  jelly. 
The  marquis  took  leave  of  congrefs,  by  letter,  the  26th  of  Octo- 
ber. The  next  day  when  it  was  received,  a  letter  from  the  mar- 
quis was  read,  giving  an  account  of  the  brave  conduct  of  capt. 
Tonzar,  in  taking  poffeffion  of  a  piece  of  artillery  from  the 
enemy,  in  which  aftion  he  loft  his  right  arm  ;  whereupon  con- 
grefs promoted  him  to  the  rank  of  lieut.  colonel  in  the  fervice  of 
the  United  States,  by  brevet,  and  appointed  him  a  penfion  for 
life  of  thirtv  dollars  per  month. 

Let  us  refume  our  narration  of  military  operations. 

So  early  as  the  8th  of  February  gen.  Schuyler  wrote  to  con- 
grefs— "  There  is  too  much  reafon  to  believe,  that  an  expediti- 
on will  be  formed  (by  the  Indians)  againfl:  the  weftern  frontiers 
of  this  ftate  (New- York)  Virginia  and  Pennfylvania."  The 
next  month  he  informed  them — "  a  number  of  Mohawks,  and 
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many  of  the  Onondagoes,  Cayugas,  and  Senecas  will  com- 
mence hoftilities  againit  us  as  foon  as  they  can;  it  would  be 
prudent  therefore  early  to  take  meafures  to  carry  the  war  into 
their  country ;  it  would  require  no  greater  body  of  troops  to  de- 
flroy  their  towns  than  to  proteft  the  frontier  inhabitants."  No 
effe&ual  meafures  being  taken  to  reprefs  the  holtile  fpirit  of  the 
Indians,  numbers  joined  the  tory  refugees,  and  with  thefe  com- 
menced their  horrid  depredations  and  hoftilities  upon  the  back 
fettlers,  being  headed  by  col.  Butler  and  Brandt,  an  half  blood- 
ed Indian,  of  defperate  courage,  ferocious  and  cruel  beyond 
example.  Their  expeditions  were  carried  on  to  great  advantage, 
by  the  exaft  knowledge  which  the  refugees  poflefled  of  every 
obje£t  of  their  interprife,  and  the  immediate  intelligence  they 
received  from  their  friends  on  the  fpot.  The  weight  of  their  ho- 
ftilities fell  upon  the  fine,  hew  and  flourifhing  fettlement  of 
Wyoming,  fituated  on  the  eaftern  branch  of  the  Sufquehanna, 
in  a  raoft  beautiful  country  and  delightful  climate.  It  was  fettled 
and  cultivated  with  great  ardor  by  a  number  of  people  from 
Connecticut,  which  claims  the  territory  as  included  in  its  origi- 
nal grant  from  Charles  II.  The  fettlement  confifted  of  eight 
townfhips,  each  five  miles  fquare,  beautifully  placed  on  each  fide 
of  the  river.  It  had  increafed  fo  by  a  rapid  population,  that  they 
fent  a  thoufand  men  to  ferve  in  the  continental  army.  To  provide 
againft  the  dangers  of  their  remote  fituation.  Four  forts  were 
conftrucled  to  cover  them  from  the  irruptions  of  the  Indians. — 
But  it  was  their  unhappinefs,  to  have  a  confiderable  mixture  of 
royalifts  among  them ;  and  the  two  parties  were  actuated  by  fen- 
timents  of  the  moft  violent  animofity  which  was  not  confined  to 
particular  families  or  places  :  but  creeping  within  the  roofs  and 
to  the  hearths  and  floors  where  it  was  leaft  to  be  expefred,  ferv- 
ed  equally  to  poifon  the  fources  of  domeftic  fecurity  and  happi- 
nefs,  and  to  cancel  the  laws  of  nature  and  humanity. 

They  had  frequent  and  timely  warnings  of  the  danger  to  which 
they  were  expofed  by  fending  their  bell  men  to  fo  great  a  di- 
fiance.  Their  quiet  had  been  interrupted  by  the  Indians,  joined 
by  marauding  parties  of  their  own  countrymen,  in  the  preceding 
year;  audit  was  only  by  a  vigorous  oppofition,  in  a  courfe  of 
fuccefsful  ikiimifhes,  that  they  had  been  driven  off.  Several 
tories,  and  others  not  before  fufpe&ed,  had  then  and  fince  aban- 
doned the  fettlement :  and  befidea  perfett  knowledge  of  all  their 
particular  circumftances,  carried  along  with  them  fuch  aftock  of 
private  refentment,  as  could  not  fail  of  direfting  the  fury,  and 
even  giving  an  edge  to  the  cruelty  of  their  Indian  and  other  in- 
veterate enemies.  An  unufual  number  of  ftrangers  had  come 
among  them  under  various  pretences,  whofe  behaviour  became 
fo  fufpicious,  that  upon  being  taken  up  and  examined,  fuch  evi- 
dence 
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dence  appeared  againft  feveral  of  them,  of  their  afting  in  con- 
cert with  the  enemy,  on  a  fcheme  for  the  deftru&ion  of  the  fet- 
tlements,  that  about  twenty  were  fent  off  to  Connecticut  to  be 
there  imprifoned  and  tried  for  their  lives,  while  the  remainder 
were  expelled.  Thefe  meafures  excited  the  rage  of  the  tories  in 
general  to  the  moll  extreme  degree;  and  the  threats  formerly 
denounced  againft.  the  fettlers,  were  now  renewed  with  aggrava- 
ted vengeance. 

As  the  time  approached  for  the  final  cataftrophe,  the  Indians 
praclifed  unufual  treachery.  For  feveral  weeks  previous  to  the 
intended  attack,  they  repeatedly  fent  fmall  parties  to  the  fettle- 
ment,  charged  with  the  ftrongellprofefllons  of  friendlhip.  Thefe 
parties,  behde  attempting  to  lull  the  people  intofecurity,  anfwered 
the  purpofes  of  communicating  with  their  friends,  and  of  ob- 
serving the  prefent  ftate  of  afFairs.  The  fcttlers  however,  were 
not  inlenfible  to  the  danger.  They  had  taken  the  alarm,  and 
col.  Zebulon  Butler  had  feveral  times  written  letters  to  congrefs 
and  gen.  Wafhington,  acquainting  them  with  the  danger  the 
Jettlement  was  in,  and  requefting  afliftance  ;  but  the  letters  were 
never  received,  having  been  intercepted  by  the  Pennfylvania 
tories.  A  little  before  the  main  attack,  fome  fmall  parties  made 
hidden  irruptions,  and  committed  feveral  robberies  and  murders ; 
and  from  ignorance  or  a  contempt  of  all  ties  whatever,  malfacred 
the  wife  and  five  children  of  one  of  the  perfons  fent  for  trial  to 
Connecticut  in  their  own  caufe. 

At  length,  in  the  beginning  of  July,  the  enemy  fuddenly  ap- 
peared in  full  force  on  the  Sufquehanna,  headed  by  col.  John 
Butler,  a  Connecticut  tory,  and  coufin  to  col.  Zeb.  Butler,  the 
,fecond  in  command  in  the  fettlement.  He  was  aflifted  by  molt 
of  thofe  leaders,  who  had  rendered  themfelves  terrible  in  the 
prefent  frontier  war.  Their  force  was  about  1600  men,  near  a 
fourth  Indians,  led  by  their  own  chiefs  :  the  others  were  fo  dif- 
guifed  and  painted  as  not  to  be  diftinguilhed  from  the  Indians, 
excepting  their  officers,  who  being  dretTed  in  regimentals,  carri- 
ed the  appearance  of  regulars.  One  of  the  fmaller  forts,  garrif- 
oned  chiefly  by  tories,  was  given  up  or  rather  betrayed.  Ano- 
ther was  taken  by  ftorm,  and  all  but  the  women  and  children 
maffacied  in  the  moil  inhuman  manner. 

[July  3.]  Colonel  Zeb.  Butler,  leaving  a  fmall  number  to 
guard  fort  Wilkelborough,  croffed  the  river  with  about  400 
men,  and  marched  into  KingOon  fort,  whither  the  women, 
children  and  defencelefs  of  all  forts  crowded  for  protection.  He 
fufFered  himfelf  to  be  enticed  by  his  coufm  to  abandon  the  fort- 
vefs.  He  agreed  to  march  out,  and  hold  a  conference  with  the 
enemy  in  the  open  field  (at  fo  great  a  diftance  from  the  fort,  as 

Vol.  IT.  j  E  to 


402         The    HISTORY    of  the         \A.  D.  1778. 

to  fhut  out  all  poflibility  of  protection  from  it)  upon  their  with- 
drawing according  to  their  own  propofal,  in  order  to  the  holding 
of  a  parley  for  the  conclufion  of  a  treaty.  He  at  the  fame  time 
marched  out  about  400  men  well  armed,  being  nearly  the  whole 
flrength  of  the  garrifon,  to  guard  his  perfon  to  the  place  of  par- 
ley, fuch  was  his  diftrufl  of  the  enemy's  defigns.  On  his  arrival 
he  found  no  body  to  treat  with  him,  and  yet  advanced  toward 
the  foot  of  the  mountain,  where  at  a  diflance  he  faw  a  flag,  the 
holders  of  which,  feemingly  afraid  of  treachery  on  his  fide,  re- 
tired as  he  advanced  ;  whilft  he,  endeavouring  to  remove  this 
pretended  ill-impremon,  purfued  the  flag,  till  his  party  was  tho- 
roughly enclofed,  when  he  was  fuddenly  freed  from  his  delufi- 
on,  by  finding  it  attacked  at  once  on  every  fide.  He  and  his 
men,  notwithstanding  the  furprife  and  danger,  fought  with  re- 
folution  and  bravery,  and  kept  up  fo  continual  and  heavy  a  fire 
for  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  that  they  feemed  to  gain  a  marked 
fuperiority.  In  this  critical  moment,  a  foldier,  through  a  fud- 
den  impulfe  of  fear,  or  premeditated  treachery,  cried  out  aloud, 
"  the  colonel  has  ordered  a  retreat."  The  fate  of  the  party  was 
now  at  once  determined.  In  the  (late  of  confufion  that  enfued, 
an  11  n refilled  (laughter  commenced,  while  the  enemy  broke  in 
on  all  fides  without  obflruftion.  Col.  Zeb.  Butler,  and  about 
feventy  of  his  men  efcaped  ;  the  latter  got  acrofs  the  river  to 
fort  Wilkefborough,  the  colonel  made  his  way  to  fort  Kingston; 
which  was  invefted  the  next  day  [July  4.3  on  the  land  fide.— 
The  enemy,  to  fadden  the  drooping  fpirits  of  the  weak  remain- 
ing garrifon,  fent  in  for  their  contemplation  the  bloody  fcalps  of 
one  hundred  and  ninety-fix  of  their  late  friends  and  comrades. — ■ 
They  kept  up  a  continual  fire  upon  the  fort  the  whole  day.  In 
the  evening  the  colonel  quitted  the  fort  and  went  down  the  river 
with  his  family.  He  is  thought  to  be  the  only  officer  that 
efcaped. 

[Jnl\-  <;>J  Colonel  Nathan  Dennifon,  who  fucceeded  to  the 
command,  feeing  the  impoffibility  of  an  effe&ual  defence,  went 
with  a  flag  to  col.  John  Butler,  to  know  what  terms  he  would 
grant  on  a  furrender  ;  to  which  application  Butler  an fwered  with 

more  than  favage  phlegm  in  two  fhort   words — the  hatchet. 

Dennifon  having  defended  the  fort,  till  mofl  of  the  garrifon  were 
killed  or  diiabled  was  compelled  to  furrender  at  difcretion. 
Some  of  the  unhappy  perfons  in  the  fort  were  carried  away  alive  ; 
but  ihe  barbarous  conquerors,  to  fave  the  trouble  of  murder  in 
detail,  fhut  up  the  reft  promifcuou'fly  in  the  houfes  and  barracks ; 
which  having  fet  on  fire,  they  enjoyed  the  favage  pleafure  of 
beholding  the  whole  confirmed  in  one  general  blaze. 

They 
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They  then  crofted  the  river  to  the  only  remaining  fort,  Wilkes- 
borough,  which  in  hopes  of  mercy  furrendered  without  demand- 
ing any  conditions.  They  found  about  feventy  continental  fol- 
diers,  who  had  been  engaged  merely  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers, whom  they  butchered  with  every  circumftance  of  horrid 
cruelty.  The  remainder  of  the  men,  with  the  women  and  chil- 
dren, were  fhut  up  as  before  in  the  houfes,  which  being  fet  on 
fire,  they  perifhed  altogether  in  the  flames. 

A  general  fcene  of  devaluation  was  now  fpread  through  all  the 
townfhips.  Fire,  fword,  and  the  other  different  inftruments  of 
deflru&ion  alternately  triumphed.  The  fettlements  of  the  tories 
alone  generally  efcaped,  and  appeared  as  ifiands  in  the  midfl  of 
the  furrounding  ruin.  The  mercilefs  ravagers  having  dellroyed 
the  main  objects  of  their  crueltv,  directed  their  animofity  to 
every  part  of  living  nature  belonging  to  them;  fhot  anddeftroyed 
fome  of  their  cattle,  and  cut  oui  the  tongues  of  others,  leav- 
ing them  ftill  alive  to  prolong  their  agonies. 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  more  fingular  circumftances  of 
the  barbarity  pra£tifed  in  the  attack  upon  Wyoming.  Captain 
Bedlock,  who  had  been  taken  prifoner,  being  ftripped  naked,  had 
his  body  fluck  full  of  fplinters  of  pine  knots  *,  and  then  a  heap  of 
pine  knots  piled  around  him;  the  whole  was  then  fet  on  fire, 
and  his  two  companions,  captains  Ranfon  and  Durgee,  thrown 
aHve  into  the  flames,  and  held  down  with  pitch  forks.  There- 
turned  tories,  who  had  at  different  times  abandoned  the  fettle- 
ment  in  order  to  join  in  thofe  favage  expeditions,  were  the  moft 
diftinguifhed  for  their  cruelty  ;  in  this  they  refembled  the  tories 
that  joined  the  Britifh  forces.  One  of  thefe  Wyoming  tories, 
whofe  mother  had  married  a  fecond  hufband,  butchered  with  his 
own  hands,  both  her,  his  father-in-law,  his  own  filters  and  their 
infant  children.  Another,  who  during  his  abfence  had  fent 
home  feveral  threats  againfl  the  life  of  his  father,  now  not  only 
realized  them  in  perfon,  but  was  himfelf,  with  his  own  hands, 
the  exterminator  of  his  whole  family,  mother,  brothers  and  lif- 
ters, and  mingled  their  blood  in  one  common  carnage,  with  that 
of  the  ancient  hufband  and  father.  The  broken  parts  and  fcat- 
tered  relics  of  families,  confifting  moftly  of  women  and  children, 
who  had  efcaped  to  the  woods  during  the  different  fcenes  of  this 
devaflation,  fuffered  little  lefs  than  their  friends,  who  had  pe- 
rifhed in  the  ruin  of  their  houfes.  Difperfed  and  wandering  in 
the  forefts,  as  chance  and  fear  directed,  without  provifion   or 

#  Pine  knots  are  fo  reple'e  with  turpentine,  that  thay  are  fi-ed  and 
uftd  at  night  to  illuminate  the  room  ;  and  lighted  fplinters  a  e  often  car- 
ri.d  about  in  the  houfes  of  the  Carolina  p!ame;s  inne^d  of  candies. 

covering, 
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covering,  they  had  a  long  tracl  of  country  to  traverfe,  and  many 
without  doubt  perifhed  in  the  woods.  But  whatever  diftreffes 
and  cruelties  have  been  experienced  by  the  Wyoming  fettlers, 
the  Britifh  caufe,  fo  far  from  being  ferved  by  them,  is  much  in- 
jured, through  the  bitter  and  lading  refentment  they  fix  in  the 
minds  of  the  Americans. 

Some  expeditions  were  undertaken  on  the  other  fide  by  the 
Americans.  Col.  Clarke's  expedition  through  the  Indian  coun- 
try, which  commenced  lait  fummer,  is  worthy  of  particular  ob- 
fervation  from  the  fuccefsful  fpirit  of  enterprife,  courage  and 
prudence,  with  which  it  was  conducted. 

The  colonel  left  Virginia  with  a  fmall  party  of  between  two 
and  three  hundred  men.  The  objeft  in  view  was  the  reduction 
of  the  French  fettlements  planted  by  the  Canadians  on  the  upper 
Miflifippi,  in  the  Illinois  country  ;  and  at  fo  vaft  a  diftance, 
that  they  were  obliged  to  traverfe  no  lefs  than  about  1200  miles 
of  an  uncultivated  and  uninhabited  wildemefs.  Much  of  the 
rnifebief  which  had  fallen  upon  the  fouthern  and  middle  Hates, 
from  the  incurfions  of  the  Indians,  had  been  attributed  to  the 
governor  of  thofe  fettlements,  who  befide  acting  as  an  agent  for 
the  Britifh  government,  and  paying  large  rewards  for  fcalps, 
had  been  indefatigable  in  attempting  to  exqite  the  Ohio  and 
Miflifippi  Indians  to  undertake  expeditions  againfl  the  fron- 
tiers. This  conducl  was  the  motive  to  the  prefent  enterprife. 
The  party,  after  a  longcourfe  down  the  Monongahela,  and  a  voy- 
age on  the  Ohio,  arrived  at  the  great  falls  of  the  latter,  within  about 
60  miles  of  its  mouth,  where  they  hid  their  boats,  and  bent  their 
courfe  by  land  to  the  northward.  In  this  ftage  of  the  expediti- 
on, after  confuming  all  the  provifion  they  had  been  able  to  car- 
ry on  their  backs,  they  endured  a  hard  march  of  two  days  without 
any  fuflenance.  They  therefore,  when  arrived  in  this  hungry 
itate,  about  midnight,  at  the  town  of  Kafkafkias,  were  unanimouf- 
lv  determined  to  take  it  or  perifh  in  the  attempt. 

The  town  contained  about  250  houfes,  and  was  fufficiently 
fortified  to  have  withflood  a  much  ftronger  enemy  ;  but  diftance 
having  forbidden  all  idea  of  danger  among  the  inhabitants,  of 
courfe  fuperfeded  all  precaution  againfl  furprife.  Both  town  and 
fort  were  taken  without  noife  or  oppofition,  before  the  people 
were  well  awake,  and  the  inhabitants  were  fo  effectually  fecured, 
that  not  a  perfon  elcaped  to  alarm  the  neighbouring  fettlements. 
The  governor,  Philip  Rocheblave,  w;as  fent  to  Virginia,  with 
ail  the  written  inftrucHons  he  had  received  from  Queb.ec,  De- 
troit, and  Michillimackinack,  for  fetting  pn  the  Indians,  and 
paying  them  great  rewards  for  the  fcalps  of  the  Americans. — 
The  inhabitants  were  required  to  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to 

the 
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the  United  States,  and  the  fort  became  the  head  quarters  of  the 
victors. 

A  fmall  detachment  pufhed  forward  from  this  place  on  horfe- 
back,  and  furprifed  and  took  with  as  little  difficulty  three  other 
French  towns,  lying  from  fifteen  to  about  feventy  miles  further 
up  the  Miffifippi.  The  inhabitants  in  them  and  the  neighbour- 
ing country  made  no  difficulty  of  transferring  their  allegiance, 
which  they  would  reafonably  conclude  could  not  be  refufed  with 
fafety,  as  they  might  naturally  imagine  the  enemy  was  in  force, 
being  in  the  heart  of  the  country :  the  dangerous  fituation  of  this 
fmall  corps  in  the  inner  part  of  the  Indian  territory,  at  the  back 
of  fome  of  the  raoft  cruel  and  hoftile  tribes,  in  the  track  of  many 
others,  and  more  or  lefs  in  the  way  of  all,  was  converted  to  pe- 
culiar advantage,  by  the  extraordinary  activity  and  unwearied 
jpirit  of  the  commander,  He  directed  and  timed  his  attacks 
with  fuch  judgment,  and  executed  them  with  fuch  filence  and 
difpatch,  that  the  Indians  found  their  own  mode  of  war  effectual- 
ly turned  upon  them.  Surprifed  in  their  inmoft  retreats,  and 
moll  fequeftered  recedes,  at  thofe  times  and  feafons,  when  they 
were  fcarcely  lefs  difpofed  for  action,  than  unprepared  for  de- 
fence, they  experienced  in  their  own  wigwams  and  families,  that 
unexpected  (laughter  anddeffru&ion,  which  they  had  fo  frequent- 
ly carried  home  to  others.  Upon  this  they  grew  cautious  and 
iimid ;  and  the  continual  danger  to  which  their  families  were  ex- 
pofed,  damped  the  ardor  of  their  warriors  for  hoftile  expediti- 
ons. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton,  on  the  return  of  the  troops  from  the  Bed- 
ford expedition,  determined  upon  another  to  Egg-harbour,  on 
thejerfey  coaft,  where  the  Americans  had  a  number  of  privateers 
and  prizes,  and  fome  confiderable  fait  works.  To  draw  away 
the  attention  of  the  Americans,  and  to  procure  at  the  fame  time 
forage  and  frefh  provifions  for  the  army,  lord  Cornwallis advanc- 
ed into  Jerfey  with  a  ftrong  body  of  troops,  while  gen.  Knyp- 
haufen  advancing  with  another  divifion  of  the  army,  took  a  po- 
fition  on  the  eafl  fide  of  the  North  River,  by  which  only  the 
two  divifions  were  feparated ;  fo  that  by  means  of  their  boats 
they  could  unite  their  whole  force  on  either  fide  of  it,  within 
twenty-four  hours.  Lieut,  col.  Baylor's  regiment  of  light  horfe, 
with  fome  militia,  were  detached  to  watch  and  interrupt  the  fora- 
gers. The  colonel,  it  is  to  be  feared,  in  order  to  avoid  being 
under  gen.  Wayne's  command,  went  with  his  men  into  the 
mouth  of  the  Britifh,  and  there  lay  in  a  ftate  of  unfoldiery  feciu 
rity,  which  induced  lord  Cornwallis  to  form  a  plan  for  furpri- 
fing  the  whole.  Gen.  Grey,  with  the  light  infantry  and  fome 
other  troops,  advanced  by  night  on  the.  left  to  furprjrfe  the  enemy 

on 
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on  that  fide,  and  a  detachment  was  made  from  Knyphau fen's 
corps  on  the  right,  which  having  palTed  the  North  River,  intend- ' 
ed  fo  to  have  enclofed  the  whole  American  force  employed  in 
watching  them,  as  that  few  or  none  of  them  mould  have  efcaped. 
Some  deferters  from  the  column  on  their  right  prevented  the 
completion  of  the  fcheme.  Thefe  having  at  the  moft  critical 
moment  roufed  the  militia  who  lay  at  New  Taapan  under  gen. 
Wayne,  afforded  them  the  opportunity  of  efcaping.  But  Grey 
conducted  his  divifion  with  fiich  filence  and  order,  that  thev  not 
only  cut  off  a.  fergeant's  patrol  of  twelve  men  without  noife,  but 
completely  furrounded  Old  Taapan  without  any  difcovery, 
£Septemper  27.]  and furprifed  Baylor's  horfe  afleep  and  naked  in 
the  barns  where  they  lay.  A  fevere  execution  took,  place,  and 
numbers  were  difpatched  with  the  bayonet.  The  men  being  fo 
completely  furprifed,  and  incapable  of  refiftance,  the  refufal  of 
quarter  when  implored,  has  led  congrefs  to  deem  the  execution 
a  maffacre,  after  receiving  the  beft  information  upon  oath,  that 
thev  could  obtain  concerning  it.  Of  about  a  dozen  wounded 
foldiers  who  appeared  to  give  evidence,  three  had  received  from 
nine  to  eleven  ftabs  each,  of  bayonets,  in  the  breaft,  back  and 
trunk  of  the  body,  befide  feveral  wounds  in  other  parts.  Two 
others  had  received,  the  one  five,  and  the  other  fix  flabs  in  the 
body.  However  the  admiration  of  fome,  who  reafon  from  the 
nature  of  the  weapon  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  ufed,  may 
be  excited  at  thefe  men  being  able  in  about  three  weeks  time  to 
give  their  teflimony,  as  alfo  being  feemingly  in  a  fair  way  of  re- 
covery ;  yet  the  pofitive  evidence  given  upon  oath  before  gov. 
Livingfton,  whofe  penetration  would  have  detected,  and  whofe 
integrity  would  have  difcarded  a  falfe  witnefs,  will  be  credited  by 
impartial  perfons.  Baylor  himfelf  was  wounded,  but  not  danger- 
oully  ;  he  loft  in  killed,  wounded  and  taken,  67  privates  out  of 
104,  befide  70  horfes.  It  is  faid,  that  Grey  ordered  no  quarter 
to  be  given,  and  that  the  charges  were  drawn,  and  the  flints  taken 
out ;  but  that  one  of  the  light  infantry  captains  ventured  to  difo- 
bey  the  order;  and  gave  quarter  to  the  whole  fourth  troop, 
which  ferves  to  account  for  the  number  of  prifoners  taken  and 
carried  to  New-York,  viz.  39  privates,  befide  a  captain,  two  fu- 
balterns,  a  volunteer,  and  the  furgeon's  mate. 

Captain  Fergufon  of  the  70th  regiment,  with  about  300  land 
forces,  were  detached  on  the  expedition  to  Little  Egg-harbour, 
under  a  proper  convoy.  They  arrived  off  the  bar  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  5th  of  Oclober.  The  Americans  had  obtained  fome 
intelligence  of  the  defign,  and  had  fuddenly  fent  out  to  fea,  fuch 
of  their  privateers  as  were  in  any  degree  of  readinefs,  to  efcape 
the  impending  danger.     The  larger  of  the    remaining  veffels 

chiefly 
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chiefly  prizes,  were  hauled  up  the  river  to  Chefnut-neck  about 
twenty  miles  from  its  mouth.  The  fmaller  privateers  and  craft 
of  different  fizes,  were  carried  flill  further  up  into  the  country. 
The  detachment  proceeded  to  Chefnut-neck,  burnt  the  veffels 
found  there,  deftroyed  the  fettlements,  ftorehoufes  and  works  of 
every  fort,  to  prevent  all  privateers  being  fitted  out  from  thence 
for  the  future.  On  their  return  they  wade  excurfions  into  the 
neighbouring  country,  deftroyed  fome  considerable  fait  works, 
as  well  as  the  houfes  and  fettlements  of  feveral  perfons,  who  had 
taken  a  confpicuoufly  active  part  on  the  fide  of  America,  or  had 
been  concerned  in  the  fitting  out  of  privateers. 

When  the  troops  had  rejoined  the  fquadron,  a  French  captain 
with  fome  privates,  who  had  deferted  from  count  Pulafki's  legi- 
on, gave  fuch  an  account  of  the  carelefs  manner  in  which  three 
troops  of  horfe  and  as  many  companies  of  infantry  were  canton- 
ed, at  only  a  few  miles  diftance,  that  the  commanding  officers 
by  fea  and  land  concluded  on  an  expedition  to  beat  up  their 
quarters.  They  had  the  advantage  of  conveying  the  troops  by 
water  to  within  a  fmall  diftance  of  their  deftination  :  the  defer- 
ters  alfo  informed  them  of  an  un-guarded  bridge,  the  pofTeffioii 
of  which  would  ferve  in  cafe  of  neceffity,  efFeclually  to  cover 
their  retreat  back  to  the  veffels.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  men 
were  embarked,  |_Oct.  15.]  who  after  rowing  ten  miles,  landed  long 
before  day  light  within  a  mile  of  the  bridge,  which  they  fecured  ; 
and  leaving  a  guard  in  pofleffion  of  it,  the  remainder  puflied  on 
and  completely  furprifed  Pulafki's  light  infantry,  and  deftroyed 
about  £0  of  them,  among  whom  was  the  baron  de  Bofe  and 
lieutenant  de  la  Borderie.  The  attack  being  in  the  night,  little 
quarter  could  be  given  :  more  would  probably  have  been  grant- 
ed, had  not  the  deferters  falfely  reported,  that  Pulafki'  had  if- 
fued  public  orders  forbidding  his  corps  to  grant  any  quarter  to  the 
Britifh  troops.  The  flaughter  would  not  have  ended  fo  foon,  if 
Pulafki  had  not  on  the  fir  ft  alarm  haftened  with  his  cavalry  to 
fupport  the  infantry,  which  then  kept  a  good  countenance.— 
The  Britifh  not  long  after  made  a  hafty  retreat,  and  returned  to 
their  boats. 

Let  me  pafs  from  hence  to  relate  a  difagreeable  diflurbance 
that  happened  in  Charleftown,  South-Carolina,  on  the  night  of 
September  the  6th.  By  fome  means  a  quarrel  commenced  on 
more  between  the  American  and  French  failors,  when  the  form- 
er made  ufe  of  indecent,  illiberal,  and  national  reflections  again  ft 
the  latter,  which  provoked  refentment.  The  parties  foon  pro- 
ceeded to  open  hofhlities,  when  the  French  were  driven  from 
the  town,  and  betook  themfelves  to  their  fhipping,  whence  they 
fired  with  cannon  and  fmall  arms,  which  was  returned  by  the  Ame- 
ricans 
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ricans  from  the  adjoining  wharfs  and  more.  Several  lives  were 
•loft,  and  many  were  wounded.  The  inhabitants  were  much  alarm- 
ed, and  the  militia  were  obliged  to  be  under  arms  a  great  part  of 
the  night.  Proper  meafures  were  afterwards  taken  to  prevent  a 
repetition  of  the  like  diforders  ;  and  both  the  prefident  and  af- 
fembly  expreffed  their  deep  concern,  that  the  flighteft  animo- 
fities  fhould  prevail  between  any  citizen  of  America,  and  the 
fubje£ts  of  their  illuftrious  and  good  ally. 

In  the  evening  of  the  8th,  there  was  a  violent  affray  at  Bofton 
between  certain  unknown  perfons  and  a  number  of  French.  It 
is  faid,  though  not  proved,  to  have  been  begun  by  feamen  cap- 
tured in  Britifh  veflels,  and  fome  of  Burgoyne's  army,  who  had 
inlifted  in  privateers  jufl  ready  to  fail.  A  body  of  thefe  fellows, 
we  have  been  told,  demanded  bread  of  the  French  bakers  em- 
ployed for  the  fupplying  of  the  count  d'Eftaing's  fleet ;  and  be- 
ing refufed,  fell  upon  and  beat  them  in  a  moft  outrageous  man- 
ner. Two  of  the  count's  officers  attempting  to  compofe  the 
fray  were  wounded,  the  chevalier  de  Saint  Sauveur  fo  badly, 
that  he  died  on  the  15th  ;  and  the  next  day  the  Maffachufettshoufe 
of  affembly  refolved  to  ere£l  a  monumental  ftone  to  his  memory. 
None  of  the  offending  perfons  having  been  difcovered,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  reward  that  was  offered,  it  may  be  feared  that  Ame- 
ricans were  concerned  in  the  riot;  while  political  prudence 
charged  k  upon  others,  that  lefs  umbrage  might  be  taken  at  the 
event.  The  count  was  muchgrieVed  at  what  had  happened;  but 
had  too  much  calrrihefs  and  good  fenfe  to  charge  it  upon  the  bo- 
dy of  the  inhabitants,  who  were  no  lefs  concerned  at  it  than 
himfelf;  fo  that  it  created  no  diffenfions  between  them.  On 
the  2 2d,  the  general  court  received  the  compliments  of  the  count 
and  his  officers;  all  of  whom  were  invited  to  dine,  three  days 
after,  at  a  public  dinner.  The  fleet  had  been  fo  far  repaired, 
and  fo  well  iecured  bv  formidable  works  on  George's  ifland,  in 
which  the  count  had  mounted  near  a  hundred  heavy  cannon, 
■that  they  could  with  the  utmoft  propriety  be  abfent  upon  the  oc- 
cafion.  For  the  greater  fecurity,  the  general  court,  under  an 
apprehenfion  that  the  Britifh  fleet  and  army  might  move  to  the 
northward  with  a  view  of  deflroying  the  count's  fleet,  and  re- 
poffeffing  themfelves  of  Boflon,  hod  refolved  on  the  19th  to 
raife  a  third  of  the  militia.  Three  days  before  this  refolve,  ad- 
miral Byron  arrived  at  New-York  from  Halifax.  His  fquadron 
had  fuffered  fo  in  their  voyage  from  Britain,  that  it  was  a  full 
rnonth  before  he  could  fail  again,  .in  order  to  obferve  d'Eftaing's 
motions.  The  count  lay  at  eafe  and  in  fafety;  and  on  the  26th 
of  Oclober,  entertained  a  large  company  of  gentlemen  and  ladies 
whgm  he  had  invited  to  dine  with  him  on  board  the  Languedoc. 

The 
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The  entertainment  was  highly  elegant.     A  full  length  piclure  of 
gen.  Wailiington,  pre  fen  ted  to  the  count  by  Mr.  Hancock,  was 
placed  in  the  centre  of  the  upper  fide  of  the  room,  and  the  frame 
of  it  was   covered    with  laurels.     The   count  having  made   this 
public   return   for  the    perfonal  civilities   he  had  received  from 
numbers  fecured  himfelf  from  all  liablenefs  to  detention  by  points 
of  honor:  from  a  threatened  detention  of  another  nature,  he  had 
been  happily  relieved  in  feafon.  It  was  generally  expecled  from  die 
fcarcenefs  of  provifions  of  all  forts  at  Bollon  and  the  neighbouij- 
hood,  that  he  would  have  encountered  great  difficulties,  if  not 
a£tual  diftrefs.     The  impracticability  of  victualling  his  fleet  at. 
that  port  was  dreaded,  even  the  fubii fling  of  it  was   doubted. — 
But  he  was  freed  from  thefe  apprehenfions  by  a  fingular  fortune. 
The  New-England  confers  took  fuch  a  number  of  provifion  vef- 
fels  on  their  way  from  Europe  to  New-York,  as  not  only  fuppli- 
ed  the  wants  of  the  French,  but  furnilhed  an  overplus  fufficient 
to  reduce  the  rates  of  the  markets  at  Boflon.     This  feafonable 
fupply  occafioned  great   triumph  among  the   inhabitants.     The 
count  being  in  hope  of  failing  within  a  few  days,  publiihed  a  de- 
claration to  be  fpread  among  the  French  Canadians,  and  addreff- 
ed  them  in  the  name  of  their  ancient  mailer  the  French  king. — 
The  defign  of  it  was  to  recal  their  affection  to  the  ancient  govern- 
ment, and  to  revive  all  the  national  attachments  of  that  people, 
thereby  to  prepare  them  for  an  invafion  either  from  France  or 
America,  and  to  raife  their  expectations  of  no  diftant  change  of 
mailers.     Admiral  Byron  having  repaired  his  fleet,  appeared  off 
Bofton  bay  ;  but  had  not  cruifed  there  long  before  he  was  over- 
taken by  a  violent  ftorm,  in   which  the   fliips  again  fuffered   [o 
much,  that  they  were  glad  to  get   into  fhelter  at  Rhode-Ifland. 
The  Somerfet  of  64  guns  not  being  able  to  clear  Cape  Cod,  run 
alhore  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Bay-men,  who   faved  her 
guns  and  many  valuable  articles.     When  the  ftorm  ended,  the 
wind  fettled  in  the  north-weft,  and  blew  fair  for  carrying  the 
French  fleet  to  the  Weft-Indies.     Count  d'Eftaing   feized    the 
opportunity,  and  failed  from   Bofton  [Nov.  3.]   with  his    fliips 
thoroughly    repaired,  clean  and   well  victualled,  and   with   his 
forces  in  full  health  and  vigor. 

The  behaviour  of  the  French  officers  and  failors,  the  whole 
time  that  their  fleet  lay  in  port,  was  remarkably  good,  far  be- 
yond any  thing  of  the  kind  ever  before,  when  feveral  men-,  of 
war  were  prefent.  The  count  made  a  point  of  always  lying  on 
board  at  night.  The  officers  conducted  with  the  greatefl  regula- 
rity and  decorum  ;  but  noticed  a  certain  coolnefs  in  the  gentle- 
men and  ladies  toward  them,  which  was  imputed  to  the  want  of 
fo  cordial  an  affection  for  France  as  what  they  had  once  enter- 
Vol.II.  3  F  tained 
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tained  for  Great-Britain,  and  had  not  wholly  laid  afide  ;  but  it 
was  greatly  owing  to  the  fuccefslefs  expedition  againft  Rhode-If- 
fand,  and  to  what  had  been  related  concerning  them  refpe&ing 
that  affair.  The  common  failors  were  peaceably  inclined  ;  and 
engaged  in  no  quarrels,  excepting  what  has  been  related,  and 
one  at  night  of  October  the  5th,  in  no  wife  material ;  and  ia 
neither  ot  thefe  do  they  appear  to  have  been  the  aggreflbrs. — 
They  neither  abufed  nor  injured  the  town's-people ;  nor  made 
Ihemfelves  a  nuifance  by  their  excefTes  and  diforderly  conduct. — ■ 
An  opportunity  at  length  offers  for  mentioning  fome  detached 
articles. 

The  Raleigh  frigr'e,  capt.  John  Barry,  failed  from  Boflon 
the  25th  of  September,  and  was  taken  on  the  29th,  after  bravely 
engaging  for  fome  time,  and  then:  being  run  on  an  ifland  with 
a  view  to  efcape  falling  into  the  hands  of  two  Britifh  men  of 
war. 

The  Pigot  fchooner,  of  eight  twelve  pounders  and  forty-five- 
men,  lying  near  Howland's  ferry  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  Rhode- 
IllanJ,  a  plan  was  laid  for  taking  her.  Major  Talbot,  with  a 
number  of  troops,  failed  on  the  25th  of  06tober  from  Provi- 
dence on  board  a  fmall  veffel.  It  was  not  till  the  28;h  at  night, 
that  he  ran.  down  through  Howland's  ferry;  when  drifting  af- 
ter that  under  bare  poles,  for  fear  that  the  fort  on  Rhode-Ifland 
ihould  fire  upon  him  and  alarm  the  Pigot,  he  paffed  on  undif- 
. covered  ;  and  at  half  pail  pne  in  the  morning  of  the  29th  got 
fight  of  the  fchooner.  When  but  at  a  fmall  diflance  from  her, 
fhe  hailed  him  ;  and  receiving  no  fatisfaclory  anfwer,  her  marines 
fired  upon  him  from  her  quarter  deck.  He  referved  his  fire  till 
lie  had  run  his  jib  boom  through  her  fore  fhrouds,  when  he  fired 
fnme  cannon  and  threw  in  fuch  a  volley  of  mufketry,  loaded  with 
bullets  and  buck-fhot,  that  the  men  on  deck  immediately  ran  he- 
low  begging  for  quarters,  and  they  that  were  below  never  made 
their  appearance  on  deck.  The  confequence  was,  his  men  ran 
out  upon  the  jib  boom  and  boarded  her,  without  the  lofs  of  a 
man.  The  captain  of  the  Pigot  behaved  with  the  greateft  refo- 
kition,  and  defended  his  veffel  in  his  fhirt  and  drawers  for  fome 
time,  without  a  (ingle  foul  of  his  crew  to  aflifl  him.  Major 
Talbot's  gunnel  was  eight  feet  lower  than  the  nettings  of  the 
fchoonen  He  carried  her  off  with  him,  and  ran  to  Stonning- 
ton.  Gongrefs,  as  a  reward  of  his  merit,  and  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  a  fpirit  of  enterprife,  have  prefented  him  with  the 
eommiflion  of  lieutenant  colonel. 

The  Maffachufetts  general  court  paffed  an  a£l  in  their  firfl 
frliion  to  prevent  the  return  to  this  fiate  of  certain  perfons  there- 
in named,  a r?d  others  wh&hasre  left  the  flatc.  or  either  of  the 

United- 
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United  States,  and  joined  the  Britifh.  There  are  about  300 
named  in  it.  In  cafe  they  return  they  are  to  be  taken  up  &\v\ 
fecured,  till  they  can  be  tranfported  to  fome  place  within  the 
Britifh  dominions,  or  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  Britifh  forces. — ■ 
Should  they  return  after  tranfportation,  without  liberty  firft  ob- 
tained from  the  general  court,  they  are  to  fuffer  death.  Among 
the  perfons  thus  interdifted,  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  there  are  many 
whofe  greatcft  crime  is  that  of  having  left  the  country,  and  pre- 
ferred Britain  for  their  place  of  refidence,  that  fo  they  might  be 
exempted  from  the  ravages  and  terrors  oi'  war. 

The  (late  of  Virginia  has  paffed  an  aft  for  fequeftering  Bri- 
tifh property,  and  enabling  thofe  indebted  to  Britifh  fubjetts  to 
pay  off  fuch  debts  by  placing  the  money  for  thedifcharge  of  the 
fame  in  the  loan-office  of  the  commonwealth. 

[Nov.  5 .J  General  Gates  arrived  at  Bofton,  having  been 
direfted  forthwith  to  repair  thither  and  take  the  command  of  the 
continental  forces  in  the  eaftern  diftrift. 

The  prefent  narrative  of  American  matters  (hall  clofe  with 
part  of  a  letter*,  written  from  Philadelphia  the  27th  of  Auguft, 

by  a  gentleman  of  eminence  to  gov.  Houfton  of  Georgia 

*'  Were  I  to  unfold  to  you,  Sir,  the  fcenes  of  venalitv,  peculati- 
on and  fraud,  which  I  have  difcovered,  the  difclofure  would 
aftonifh  you  :  nor  would  you,  Sir,  be  lefs  aftonifhed  were  I,  by 
a  detail  which  the  ocafion  would  require,  to  prove  to  you,  that 
he  muft  be  a  pitiful  rogue  who,  when  detefted  or  fufpe&ed, 
meets  not  with  powerful  advocates  among  thofe,  who,  in  the 
prefent  corrupt  time,  ought  to  exert  all  their  powers  in  defence 
andfupport  of  thefe  friend-plundered,  much  injured,  and,  I  was 
going  to  fay,  finking  flates.  Don't  apprehend,  Sir,  that  I  colour 
too  high,  or  that  any  part  of  thefe  intimations  are  the  effeft  of 
rafh  judgment  or  defpondency  :  I  am  warranted  to  fay  they  are 
not  :  my  opinion,  my  fentiments,  are  fupported  every  day  by 
the  declaration  of  individuals  :  the  difficulty  lies  in  bringing  men 
colleftively  to  attack  with  vigor  a  proper  objeft." 

*  This  was  a  private  letter;  but  was  afterwaid  publifhel  in  Riving- 
ton's  Royal  Gazette,  as  written  by  the  prefi,dent  of  congress,  Henry 
Laurens,  efq.  It  was  known  by  feveral  to  contain  a  ftrong  mark  of  au- 
thenticity---the  truth. 


LETTER 
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LETTER       XIV. 


Ro.\bury,  April  14,  1779. 

THE  prefent  letter  fhall  begin  with  an  expedition  through, 
the  remote  and  upper  parts  of  Pennfylvania,  on  the  lft  of 
October,  under  col.  William  Butler.  It  was  directed  not  only 
againlt  the  Indians.,  but  feveral  confulerable  fettlements  belong- 
ing to  the  tories,  become  particularly  obnoxious  from  the  vior 
lence  of  their  pall  holtilities.  The  party,  which  confided  of  a 
Pennfylvania  regiment,  covered  by  riflemen  and  rangers,  took 
its  departure  from  Schoharie,  and  having  gained  the  head  of  the 
Delaware,  marched  down  the  river  for  two  days  ;  from  whence 
turning  off  to  the  right,  thev  ilruck  acrofs  the  mountains  to  the 
Sufquehanna,  which  was  the  fcene  of  aclion.  They  totally  burnt 
^nd  deflroyed,  both  the  Indian  caflles  and  village*  in  that  quarter, 
and  the  other  fettlements ;  but  the  inhabitants,  both  tories  and 
Indians,  efcaped.  The  deflruclion  was  extended  for  feveral 
miles  on,  both  fides  the  Sufquehanna.  The  difficulties,  diflrefles 
and  dangers  which  the  party  encountered,  required  no  fmall 
{hare  of  that  fortitude  and  hardinefs  of  body  and  mind, 
which  can  fcarcely  be  acquired  by  any  considerable  num- 
ber   of  men    without    long   habitude,    under   certain    marked 

circumftances   of  fituation. They  were  obliged  to  carry  fix 

days  provifion  on  their  backs  ;  and  thus  loaded,  continually  to 
wade  through  rivers  and  creeks,  fcarcely  paflable  without  any 
encumbrance  to  men  unufed  to  fuch  fervice.  In  thefe  circum- 
itances,  after  the  toil  of  a  hard  march,  they  were  obliged  to  en- 
dure chilly  nights  and  heavy  rains,  without  any  mean  for  keeping 
even  their  arms  dry.  But  thefe  were  fmall  matters  compared 
with  the  danger  awaiting  their  return,  and  which  they  hardly 
efcaped.  This  was  the  ludden  rifings  of  the  creeks  and  the  Suf- 
quehanna, occafioned  by  continual  heavy  rains,  while  they  were 
Jlill  in  the  enemy's  country,  and  with  their  provifions  nearly  ex- 
pended. The  lafl  circumitance  rendered  their  cafedefperate,  fo 
that  though,  on  any  other  occafion,  the  crofting  of  the  Sufque- 
hanna, when  fo  high,  would  have  been  deemed  impracticable,  it 
was  fuccefsfully  attempted  by  mounting  the  men  on  horfes, 
whieft  in  fome  places  were  obliged  to  fvvim;  and  thus  all  the 
troops  were  fafcly  tranfpoited,  and  by  crofling  the  mountains 
led  two  other  dangerous  places.  They  returned  to  Schoha- 
'"  lOth.  after  having,  with  the  greateft  fortitude,  fur- 
hfRctiUy,  .aid  were,  by  order  of  the   colonel, 

complimented 
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complimented  with  the  firing  of  thirteen  rounds  of  cannon,  and 
a  feu  de  joie. 

Mr.  Goyerneur  Morris  having  acquainted  congrefs,  that  he  had 
received  application  from  a  perfon  in  New-York,  to  know  wha- 
ther  he  may,  with  fafety  to  his  perfon  and  property,  continue  in 
that  city  upon  the  evacuation  thereof;  and  having  further  informed 
them  that  the  faid  perfon  is  in  a  capacity  to  give  ufeful  intelli- 
gence, and  probably  will  do  it,  if  he  receive  afTurances  that  it 
will  be  recommended  to  the  ftate  of  New-York  to  afford  him 
proteftion,  they  refolved,  that  the  faid  G.  Morris  be  empower- 
ed to  give  himfuch  afTurances,  on  condition  that  he  fhall  give 
intelligence  of  whatever  may  come  to  his  knowledge  relating  to 
the  numbers,  movements  and  defigns  of  the  enemy.  Henry 
Laurens,  efq;  having  filled  the  ftation  of  prefident  for  one  year 
on  the  31ft  of  Oftober,  made  his  refignation  of  the  prefidency, 
left  any  example  taken  from  his  continuance  might  hereafter  be- 
come inconvenient.     He  was  replaced  by  a  unanimous   vote. 

Accounts  have  been  received,  that  commodore  Evans,  being 
difpatched  by  adm.  Montague,  arrived  on  the  14th  of  September 
in  St.  Peter's  road,  and  fent  to  the  governor  of  the  fmall  Iflands 
of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  acquainting  him  that  the  French 
had  committed  hoftilities  in  America,  and  that  therefore  he  de- 
manded a  furrender  of  the  iflands :  which  was  complied  with,  as 
there  was  no  force  to  make  an  effectual  refiftance.  The  gover- 
nor and  his  fuite,  and  the  principal  inhabitants,  women  and 
children,  amounting  to  932,  were  embarked  on  board  the  veflels 
found  at  St.  Pierre's,  and  fent  to  France. 

The  French  alliance  has  proved  the  occafion  of  the  Britifh  mi- 
niftry's  having  ordered  away  a  confiderable  part  of  their  force 
from  New-York.  The  fame  day  that  count  d'Eftaing  failed  from 
Bofton,  [Nov.  3.]  commodore  Hotham  with  two  64  gun  mips, 
and  three  of  50,  befide  frigates  and  a  bomb  ketch.,  having  under 
convoy  tranfports  containing  5000  Britifh  troops,  commanded 
by  gen.  Grant,  left  Sandy  Hook  and  fleered  for  the  Weft  Indies, 
whither  the  count  went. 

The  chevalier  dc  Maduit  du  Pleflls,  lieut.  col.  of  artillery  in 
the  continental  army,  having  expreffed  an  apprehenfion  that  the 
war  is  near  a  conclufion  in  this  country,  and  a  defire  of  return- 
ing to  France  to  offer  his  fervice  to  his  prince,  congrefs  order- 
ed that  a  written  teftimonial  of  the  high  fenfe  they  entertained 
of  his  zeal,  bravery  and  good  conduit.,  mould  be  given  him.  The 
committee  upon  the  bufinefs,  had  refolved  that  a  brevet  com- 
nnlfion  of  colonel  fhould  be  granted  him,  which  the  congrefs 
negativated  two  days  before,  as  it  was  high  time  to  ceafe  lavifh- 
ing  away  promotions  on  foreigners.  The  ambitiqn  of  the  na- 
tives 
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tives  of  France  and  of  foreigners  in  Common  was  unbounded ; 
and  the  Angular  inftances  of  rank  which  had  been  conferred  up- 
on them,  in  too  many  inftances,  occafioned  general  diflatisfacli- 
on  and  complaint  Fewer  promotions  in  the  foreign  line  would 
have  been  produ&ive  of  more  harmony  among  the  continental 
officers.  It  is  certain,  that  the  army  has  a  full  proportion  of  fo- 
reign officers  in  their  councils. 

[Nov.  11.]  Some  hundreds  of  Indian?,  a  large  number  of 
tones,  and  about  50  regulars,  all  under  colonel  Butler,  entered 
Cherry- Valley  within  New-York  ftate,  by  an  old  Indian  path, 
which  col.  Alden,  who  commanded  the  American  troops  there 
ftationed  had  neglected.  The  colonel  was  fhot  in  attempting  to 
reach  the  fort,  called  after  him  Alden;  on  which  the  enemy 
(Commenced  a  heavy  fire  that  lafted  more  than  three  hours,  when 
they  withdrew,  having  no  further  hope  of  carrying  it.  The 
next  day  they  left  the  place  after  having  killed,  fcalped,  and 
Ibarbaroufly  murdered  32  inhabitants,  chiefly  women  and  chil- 
dren, befide  col.  Alden  and  ten  foldiers.  They  took  prifoners 
ihe  jieut.  col.  two  or  three  other  officers,  13  privates,  and  a 
number  of  inhabitants.  Thegreateft  inhumanities  were  pra&ifed 
on  moil  of  the  dead. 

[Nov.  22.]  John  Roberts  and  Abraham  Carlifle,  of  the 
quaker  perfuafion,  were  executed  at  Philadelphia,  being  con- 
victed of  high  treafon  againft  the  commonwealth  of  Pennfylv3- 
nia.  The  unaccountable  operations  of  the  war  have  been  the 
occafion  of  a  woeful  miftake  in  the  general  politics  of  that  denomi- 
nation. Encouraged  by  the  reafonable  profpeft,  that  coercive 
meafures  properly  planned  and  conduced  would  prove  fuccefs- 
ful,  the  body  of  the  American  quakers  have  fided  with  the  mini- 
ilry,  in  hope  of  eflablifhing  their  civil  power  in  the  ftate.  They 
have  difowned  feveral  worthy  members  for  being  a&ive  in  the 
caufe  of  their  country :  but  not  others  for  oppofing  it.  Inftead 
of  maintaining  a  ftricf.  neutrality  in  the  prefent  conteft,  their  par- 
tiality has  been  fuch,  that  the  Britifh  officers  have  extolled  their 
alacrity  as  fpies,  guides  and  informers.  They  have  fuppreffed 
letters  of  Dr.  Fothergill  upon  the  impropriety  of  their  conduff., 
and  becaufe  they  were  written  decidedly  in  favor  of  liberty. — 
Let  it  be  remembered  however,  that  there  are  many  deferving 
individuals  among  them,  befide  generals  Greene  and  Mifflin, 
who  by  a  uniform  fteady  perfeverance  in  meafures  friendly  to 
the  American  caufe,  have  juftly  conciliated  the  efteem  of  their 
countrymen. 

[Nov.  27.]  General  Wafhington  gave  orders  that  no  fmall 
parties  fhould  by  any  means  be  permitted  to  go  upon  Long-If- 
land.     Under  pretence  of  procuring  intelligence,  they  became 

mere 
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mere  plundering  parties,  and  carried  off  clothes,  linens,  ribbons, 
cafes  of  knives  and  forks,  wine  glafies,  and  whatever  they  could 
lay  their  hands  upon,  which  they  brought  back  and  fold  public- 
ly, making  at  the  fame  time  a  diftin&ion  in  the  fale  between 
hard  money  and  paper.  They  pretended  that  the  articles  were 
the  property  of  tories,  new-levy  officers,  &c.  which,  if  true, 
their  conduft  was  unpardonable,  as  it  was  not  the  bufinefs  of 
their  incurfions.  Their  rapacity  made  no  difcrimination  be- 
tween the  inhabitants,  many  of  whom,  although  obliged  to  re- 
main on  the  ifland,  were  well  affe£led  to  the  American  caufe. 

The  plan  for  reducing  Canada  was  tranfmitted  by  congrefs 
to  gen.  Wafhington,  with  a  requeft,  that  he  would  make  obler- 
vations  upon  it.  He  communicated  the  fame  to  them  in  a  letter 
of  November  nth;  which  being  referred  to  a  committee,  they 
reported  on  the  5th  of  December,  that  the  reafons  affigned  by 
the  gen.  again  ft  the  expedition  to  Canada  appeared  to  be  welt 
founded,  and  to  merit  the  approbation  of  congrefs.  After  that, 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  confer  with  the  commander  in 
chief  on  the  operations  of  the  next  campaign  :  he  therefore  re- 
paired to  Philadelphia  on  the  22d.  After  the  conference  the 
committee  reported,  "  That  the  plan  p.opofed  by  congrefs  for 
the  emancipation  of  Canada,  in  co-operation  with  an  armament 
from  France,  was  the  principal  fubjecl  of  the  conference :  that 
imprefled  with  the  flrong  fenfe  of  the  injury  and  difgrace  which 
muft  attend  an  infraction  of  the  propofed  ftipulation  on  the  part 
of  thefe  ftates,  your  committee  have  taken  a  general  review  of 
our  finances,  of  the  circumflances  of  the  armv,  of  the  maga- 
zines, &c.  &c. — That  upon  the  moll  mature  deliberation,  your 
committee  cannot  find  room  for  a  well  grounded  prefumption. 
that  thefe  ftates  will  be  able  to  perform  their  part  of  the  propofed 
ftipulation  : — That  nothing  lefs  than  the  higheft  probabilitv  of 
fuccels  could  juftify  congrefs  in  making  the  propofition — Your 
committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the  negociation  in  quef- 
tion  fhould  be  deferred  till  circumflances  mall  render  the  co-ope- 
ration of  thefe  ftates  more  certain,  practicable  and  effectual : — 
That  the  minifter  of  the  ftates  at  the  court  of  Verfailles,  the  mi- 
nitler  of  France  in  Philadelphia,  and  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette, 
be  refpeftively  informed,  that  the  operations  of  the  next  cam- 
paign muft  depend  upon  fuch  a  variety  of  contingencies,  that 
time  alone  can  mature  and  point  out  the  plan  which  «jught  to  be 
purfued  : — That  congrefs  therefore  cannot  decide  on  the  practi- 
cability of  their  co-operating  the  next  campaign  in  an  enterprifc 
fo-  the  emancipation  of  Canada."  The  report  was  accepted, 
ana  rhe  Canada  expedition  laid  afide  after  a  full  confideratioit 
©f  all  circumftajice*,  befide  what   appear  in  the  report,  which 

wrought 
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wrought  drongly  in  the  minds  of  fome  fhrewd  members  of  con- 
grefs.  Such  might  dread  the  introduction  of  a  large  body  of 
French  troops  into  Canada,  and  the  putting  of  them  into  the  pof- 
feflion  of  the  capital  of  that  province,  attached  to  them  by  the  ties 
of  blood,  habits,  manners,  language,  religion,  and  former  con- 
nection of  government.  They  might  argue — "  France  under 
the  idea  of  5000  troops,  may  introduce  twice  the  number,  and 
having  entered  Quebec,  may  declare  an  intention  of  holding 
Canada  as  a  pledge  and  furety  for  the  debts  due  from  the  United 
States.  Canada  would  be  a  folid  acquifition  to  France  on  all 
accounts  ;  and  no  nation  is  to  be  trufted  further  than  it  is  bound 
by  its  intereft.  Canada  would  be  too  great  a  temptation  to  be 
refilled  by  any  power  aftuated  by  the  common  maxims  of  nati- 
onal policy.  France  with  that  in  her  poffeflion,  may  have  it  in 
her  power  to  give  laws  to  the  United  States:  thefe  will  have  lefs 
to  fear  from  its  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Britifh."  The 
committee  fubjoined  to  their  report  a  draught  of  a  letter  to  the 
marquis  de  la  Fayette,  which  was  alfo  accepted.  Gen.  Wafli- 
ington  forwarded  it  to  Bodon,  [Dec.  29.J  where  the  marquis 
lay  waiting  for  the  determination  of  congrefs.  It  was  accompa- 
nied with  one  from  the  general,  expreffing  a  concern  for  his  having 
been  fo  delayed.  Upon  the  receipt  of  them,  the  marquis  em- 
barked on  board  the  Alliance  frigate,  Jan.  7,  1779. 

The  campaign  in  the  northern  dates  having  yielded  no  advan- 
tage to  the  Britifh,  and  the  winter  being  the  proper  feafon  for 
fouthern  expeditions,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  concluded  upon  turn- 
ing his  arms  againfl  Georgia.  He  might  propofe  to  himfelf  the 
reduclion  of  all  the  fouthern  dates,  and  be  drongly  inclined  to  it 
by  reafon  that  thefe  dates  produced  the  mod  valuable  commodi- 
ties in  the  European  market,  and  carried  on  a  considerable  ex- 
port trade,  which  feemed  little  otherwife  afFecled  by  the  war,  than 
as  it  fuffered  by  the  Britifh  cruifers :  befide,  their  rice  was  de- 
Voted  to  the  fervice  of  his  enemies,  while  it  was  wanted  for  the 
fupport  of  his  fovereign's  fleet  and  army  in  America.  A  plan 
of  operation  was  concerted  with  general  Provod,  who  com- 
manded in  Ead-Florida;  and  it  was  intended,  that  Georgia 
fliould  be  invaded  both  on  the  north  and  louth  fides  at  the  fame 
time. 

While  the  preparations  for  this  conjunct  expedition  were  car- 
rying on,  two  armed  bodies,  confiding  of  regulars  and  refugees, 
made  a  Hidden  and  rapid  incurfion  into  Georgia  froili  Ead-Flo- 
rida. One  of  them  came  in  boats  through  the  inland  navigation, 
and  the  other  marched  over  land  by  the  way  of  the  river  Alata- 
maha.  The  firft  demanded  the  furrender  of  Sunbury  ;  but  on 
receiving  from  lieut.  col.  Mackintofh  the  laconic  refufal — come 

and 
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and  take  it — they  left  the  place.  The  laiter  purfucd  their  march 
toward  Savannah.  Gen.  Screven,  with  ahout  a  hundred  militia 
repeatedly  fkirmifhed  with  the  party  in  their  advance  through  the 
country.  In  one  or'  thefe  engagements  he  received  a  wound 
from  a  mufket  ball,  and  fell  from  his  horfe,  when  feveral  of  the 
Britilh  came  up  and  difebarged  their  pieces  at  him.  He  died 
of  his  wounds  much  regretted  for  his  private  virtues,  and  public 
exertions  in  behalf  of  his  country.  The  invaders  puriued  their 
march  till  within  three  miles  of  Ogeechee  ferry,  where  Mr.  Sa- 
vage with  his  own  flaves,  had  creeled  a  breall  work  to  prevent 
their  pafling.  Col.  Elbert,  with  about  200  continentals,  took 
poft  in  the  works,  and  prepared  to  difpute  the  paflage  or  the  ri- 
ver. Thefe  obftacles,  together  with  information  that  the  other 
partvhad  failed  in  their  defign  upon  Sunbury,  determined  them 
to  retreat  without  attempting  to  crofs.  On  their  return,  thev 
laid  wade  the  country  for  miles,  burnt  St.  John's  church,  a  num- 
ber of  houfes,  and  all  the  rice  and  other  grain  within  their  reach, 
and  alfo  carried  off  all  the  negroes,  horfes,  cattle  and  plate,  they 
could  remove  either  by  land  or  water.  When  this  defolating 
mode  of  carrying  on  war  was  complained  or  by  the  American, 
officer  to  the  Britilh,  the  latter  positively  difclaimed  any  order 
or  even  approbation  of  fuch  proceedings,  but  mentioned  that  the 
people  under  the  immediate  command  of  the  former  had  given 
a  precedent.  The  party  rage  which  wrought  on  each  fide,  led 
both  into  thofe  cruelties,  at  which  humanity  flmdders. 

The  expedition  againll  Georgia  was  committed  to  col.  Camp- 
bell, who  had  been  taken  in  Boiton-bav  after  gen.  Howe  had 
evacuated  the  town.  The  iorce  appointed  to  act  under  him, 
confifted  of  the  71ft  regiment  of  foot,  two  battalions  of  Heffians, 
four  of  provincials,  and  a  detachment  of  the  royal  artillery. 
The  trail!  ports  with  the  troops,  amounting  to  full  2,500,  failed 
from  Sandy  Hook,  [Nov.  27.  j  being  efeorted  by  a  iinall  fqua- 
dron  under  commodore  Hyde  Parker.  The  fleet  arrived  at  the 
ille  of  Tvbee  near  the  mouth  of  the  Savannah;  [Dec.  29. J  and 
fix  days  after,  the  troops  effecled  a  landing.  From  the  landing- 
place  a  narrow  caufeway  of  fix  hundred  yards  in  length,  with  a 
ditch  on  each  fide,  led  through  a  rice  fwamp.  This  caufewav, 
had  it  been  in  a  proper  flate  of  defence,  might  have  effeciuJIy 
refilled  a  vail  fuperiority  of  force;  but  thefmall  partv  under  capt. 
Smith,  which  was  polled  at  it  to  impede  the  palk:g?  of  the  Bri- 
tilh, was  too  inconliderable  to  check  their  progrefs.  They  pulh- 
ed  on  with  fuch  vigor,  that  the  Americans  were  almofl  inflairdy 
difperfed.  The  continental  army,  on  which  the  defence  o£ 
Georgia  chiefly  refted,  had  lately  returned  from  a  fruitlefs  fum- 
mers  expedition  again!!  Eail-1  lorida,  in  which  thev  bad  fullered 
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fo  great  a  diminution,  that  joined  with  thofe  prefent  of  the  ftate 
militia,  the  whole  made  but  about  820  men.  Gen.  Robert 
Howe,  who  commanded  the  Americans,  had  taken  his  ila'ion  on 
the  main  road  between  the  landing-place  and  Savannah,  with  the" 
river  on  his  left,  and  a  fwamp  in  front,  extended  beyond  his 
right  flank.  The  Britifh  advanced  till  within  a  few  hundred 
yards  of  the  American  army,  when  Campbell  manoeuvred  fo  as 
to  cheriih  an  opinion,  that  he  meant  to  attack  their  left.  For 
that  purpofe  he  ordered  the  firft  battalion  of  the  71ft  to  form  on 
the  right  of  the  road,  thereby  to  imprefs  a  full  idea  of  his  dcfign- 
ing  to  extend  his  front  in  that  quarter.  At  the  fame  time  a 
eonfiderablepait  of  the  royal  armv  was  detached  to  crofs  the 
fwamp  fo  high  up  as  to  get  in  the  rear  of  the  Americans. 
Chance  had  thrown  into  the  hands  of  Campbell  a  negro,  who 
knew  a  private  path  through  the  fwamp,  by  which  he  promifed 
to  lead  the  troops  without  obfervation  or' difficulty.  At  length 
the  Britifh  commander,  perfuming  that  the  detachment  had  got 
cffe&ually  round  upon  the  rear  of  the  Americans,  fuddenly  ad- 
vanced, and  Howe  ordered  an  immediate  retreat.  A  few  mi- 
nutes delay  would  have  made  it  impoffible,  and  it  was  then  only 
practicable  in  the  face,  and  under  the  fire  of  that  part  of  the  Bri- 
tilh army  which  had  effected  its  paffage  through  the  iwamp.  A 
finall  body  of  about  a  hundred  Georgia  militia  had  been  previ- 
onlly  polled  in  the  rear  of  the  barracks  near  Savannah,  which 
made  fome  oppolition  to  the  Britifh  as  they  were  iiTuing  from 
the  fwamp,  but  was  foon  compelled  to  retreat,  and  its  comman- 
der col.  Walton,  was  wounded  and  taken  prifoner.  The  Ame- 
ricans retreated  with  precipitation  and  in  diforder.  The  Britifh 
purfued  with  fpirit  and  rapidity.  No  viclory  was  ever  more 
complete.  Thirty-eight  officers,  and  415  non-commiffioned  and 
privates,  48  pieces  of  cannon,  23  mortars,  the  fort  with  its  ammu- 
nition and  flores,  the  [hipping  in  the  river,  a  large  quantity  of 
provifions,  with  the  capital  of  Georgia,  were  all  in  the  fpace  of  a 
few  hours  in  the  poffeflion  of  the  conquerors.  The  Britifh  pur- 
fued the  Americans  through  the  town  of  Savannah.  In  the  im- 
petwofity  of  the  purfuit,  fome  of  the  inhabitants  who  had  not 
bevm  in  the  act  ion,  were  bayonetted  in  the  flreets,  feveral  were 
killed  or  wounded  in  their  flight,  and  a  large  number,  finding 
.heir  efcape  impracticable  without  fwimming  a  deep  watery 
fwamp  were  obliged  to  fue  for  quarters.'  The  Americans  ia\ed 
three  field  pieces  out  of  four  ;  but  many  loft  their  arms.  That 
part  of  the  army  which  efcaped  retreated  up  the  river  Savannah 
to  Zublv's  ferry,  and  crofied  over  into   South-Carolina  *. 

*  Dr.   Ramfdy's  Hift-o  y  of  the  Revolution    in  South-Carolina,  vol. 
i.  p.  1.---6. 
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No  place  in  fimilar  circumftances  fuffered  lefs  by  depredation, 
that  Savannah  did  upon  this  occafion.     A  flrong  circumitantial 
teftimony,  that  thofe  enormities  fo  frequently  attributed   to   the 
licentioufnefs  of  the  foldiers,  fhould  with  much  more  juftice  be 
charged  to  the  indefenfible  conduct  of  their  fuperiors  ;  whether 
by  a  previous  relaxation  of  difcipline,  an  immediate  participati- 
on in  the  guilt,  or  a  no  lefs  culpable  fufferance  of  the  enormity. 
About  the  time  that  the  embarkation  took  place  at   New-York, 
general   Prevoft  marched  from  Eaft-Florida   into  the  fbuthern 
parts  of  Georgia.     The  royal   troops,  in  travelling   the  defert 
that  feparatcs  the   one  from  the  other,  were  obliged  to  live  for 
feveral  days  on  oyfters.     After  encountering  many  difficulties, 
they  heard  of  col.  Campbell's  arrival  and  fuccefs.  They  at  length 
appeared  before  and  furrounded  the  town  and  fort  of  Sunbury. 
The  garrifon  confifting  of  about  two  hundred  men,  made  a  (how 
of  defence,  and  gave  the  general  the  trouble  of  opening  trenches ; 
but  all  hope  of  relief  being  cut  off  by  the  fall  of  the  capital,  they 
furrendered  at  difcretion.     The  general   marched  to   Savannah, 
.and  took  the  command  of  the  combined  forces  from  New- York 
and  St.  Augufline,  and  confequently  of  Georgia.     Previous  to 
Jiis  arrival,  a  proclamation  had  been  iffued  to  encourage  the  in- 
habitants to  come  in,  and  fubmit  to  the  conquerors,  with  pro- 
mifes  of  protection  on  condition,  that   "  with  their  arms  they 
would  fupport  royal  government."     Numbers  fubmitted,  but  the 
determined  republicans  fled  up  into  the  weftern  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, or  into  South-Carolina. 

The  attention  of  congrefs  and  the  public  has  been  much  en- 
gaged about  Mr.  Silas  Deane,  fince  his  return  from  France. 
You  will  recollect  what  has  been  written  relative  to  his  recal. — 
•Congrefs,  in  Auguft,  defired  him  to  give,  from  his  memory,  a 
general  account  of  his  whole  tranfactions  in  France,  from  the 
time  of  his  firfl  arrival,  as  well  as  a  particular  flate  of  the  funds 
of  congrefs,  and  the  commercial  tranfactions  in  Europe,  efpeci- 
ally  with  Mr.  Beaumarchais.  They  appear  not  to  have  been 
thoroughly  fatished  ;  and  to  have  had  apprehenfions  left  there 
had  been  a  mifapplication  of  the  public  money.  Mr.  Deane 
Jeems  not  to  have  relifhed  his  fituation  ;  but  to  have  been  defir- 
ous  of  changing  it  by  returning  to  France,  or  exciting  a 
general  refentment  again  ft  congrefs.  He  had  not  yet  accounted 
for  his  expenditure  of  public  money  ;  and  had  carefully  left  his 
.papers  and  vouchers  behind  him,  though  he  had  the  opportunity 
of  d'Eftaing's  fleet  to  procure  them  a  fafe  tranfportation  to  Ame- 
rica. On  the  30th  of  November  he  addreffed  a  letter  to  con- 
grefs, fignifying  his  intentions  of  returning  to  France,  and  pref- 
iing  to  have  bis  affairs  brought  to  fome  conclusion.     December 
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the  i  i\,  c.ongrefs  refolved,  "  (hat  after  to-morrow  they  will  meet 
two  hours  at  leaft  each  evening,  Saturday's  excepted,  beginning 
at  fix  o'clock,  until  the  prefent  flate  of  their  foreign  affairs  be 
fully  confidered."    On  the  4th,  Mr.  Deane  wrote  again  to  thejn, 
acquainting  them  of  his  having  received  their  notification  of  the 
refolve,  and  expreffed  his  thanks  ;  and  yet,  on  the  day  following, 
'he  publifhed  in  the  newfpapers.  An  addrefs  to  tkefret  and  virtu- 
ous citizens  of  America,  dated  November,  but  without  any  day 
of  the  month.     The  addrefs  threw  the  public  into  aconvulfion, 
and  made  them  jeilous  and  ttncafv  :  for  it  expreffeda  neceffity  of 
appealing  to  them,  and  communicating  that  information  againlt 
which  their  reprefentatives  had  [hut  their  ears  ; — declared  or  in- 
hnuated,  that  theirspublic  fervants,  MeiTrs.  Arthur  and  William 
Lee,  were  deficient   in  abilities,  application    and    fidelity,    and 
were  univerfally  difcruftful  to  the  French  nation ; — intimated  a 
defign  to  lead  them  into  a  breach  of  their  national  faith  and  ho- 
nor, folemnly  pledged  to  their  ally  ; — reflecled  upon  the  integri- 
ty of  fome  leading  members  in  congrefs  ; — and  flrongly  hinted 
at  further  important  information  to  be  brought  forward  if  there 
mould  be  occafion.    Mr.  Deane  by  publishing  his  addrefs  on  the 
Saturday,  fecured  the    advantage  of  the  Sunday   for  its  being 
more  univerfally  read  in  the  city  and  neighbourhood,  while  frclJi 
from   the   prefs,  than   it  would    otheiwile  have  been.     In  the 
morning  of  the  day  when  it  appeared,  and  before  congrefs,  (as 
muff  be  fnppofed )  were  acquainted  with  its  contents,  they  afhgn- 
cd  Monday  evening  for  hearing  him,  and  ordered  his  being  no- 
tified to  attend.     The  intervening  fpace  gave  the  members  an  op- 
portunity of  perufing  it,  fo  that  when  they  met  on  Monday  even- 
ing at  fix  o'clock,  they  refolved  "  That  Silas  Deane,  efq;  report 
to  congrefs  in  writing,  as  foon  as  may  be,  his  agency   of   their 
affairs  in  Europe,  together  with  any  intelligence  refpeenng  their 
foreign  affairs  which  he  may  judge  proper  : — That  Mr.  Deane  be 
informed,  that  if  he  hath  any  thing  to  communicate  to  congrefs 
in  the  interim,  of  immediate  importance,  he  fhall  be  heard   to- 
morrow evening  at  fix  o'clock.1'    Mr.  Deane  attending,  was  cal- 
led in,  and  the  foregoing  refolutions  were  read.     Thus  were  the 
ears  of  congrefs  opened  to  him  :  but  their   good  diipofition  was 
not  improved  iov  the  communication  of  that  wondrous  informa- 
tion which  he  had  threatened  to  give  in  his  addrefs.     The  con- 
duel  of  Mr.  Deane  in  his  addrefs  to  the  public,  was  the  fubject  of 
debate  in  cong.efs  ;  many  members   were  for  having   no   more 
concern  with  him  at  prclent,  but  for  leaving  him   to  the   public 
as  he  had  aj/j  ear.  d  to  them,  till  he   had  done  with  them  and  they 
with  him.      f'.v,  judged  that  the  honor  of  congrefs  bound  them 
to  this  meafure  :  but  others  apprehended  that  discontents  would 
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arife  from  a  fuppofcd  inattention,  and  were  therefore  inclined 
to  a  different  line  of  conduct.  This  divifion  of  fentiment  on 
what  might  be  fuppofed  the  honor  of  the  houfe,  occafioned  Mr. 
Laurens,  who  adhered  to  the  former  opinion,  to  refign  the  chair, 
on  the  9th  of  December.  The  next  day  John  Jay,  efq;  was 
elected  prefident. 

Such  was  the  clamor  rapidly  raifed,  and  the  torture  occafioned 
through  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Deane's  publication,  that  Mr. 
Payne,  under  the  former  fignature  of  Common  Senje,  endeavoured 
to  allay  them  in  an  addrefs  to  him.     This  led  on  to  further  pub- 
lications pro  and  con.  in  which  Mr.  Payne  made  a  confpicuous 
figure,  and  had  great  advantage,  from    being  fecretary   to  the 
committee  of  congrefs  for  foreign   affairs.     They  have    brought 
to  light  feveral  important  fecrets,  and  particularly  the  following — ■ 
The  commiffioners,  MeflVs.  Franklin,  Arthur  Lee,  and  Deane, 
in  their  joint  letter  of  February   16,    1778,  fay,  "  We  hear  Mr. 
Beaumarchais  has  fent  over  a  perfon  to  demand  a  large   fum   of 
money  of  you  on  account  of  arms,  ammunition,  &c.    We  think 
it  will  be  beft  for  you  to  leave  that  matter  to  be  fettled  here  (in 
France)  as  there  is  a  mixture   of  public  and  private  which  you 
cannot  fo  well  develop."     [Though  Mr.   Deane  was  privy   to 
Air.  Francey's  coming,  and  had  even  by  letter  recommended  the 
bufinefshe  came  upon,  yet  in  this  joint  letter  he  appears  to  know 
no  more  of  the  matter  than  the  other  two.] — In  the  fpring  of 
1776,  a  fubfeription  was  raifed  in  France  to  fend  a  prefent  to 
America  of  200,000!.  fterling,  in  money,  arms,  and  ammuniti- 
on.    All  that  the  fuppliers  wanted  to  know  was,  through  what 
channel  it  fhould  be  remitted,  and  Mr.  Beaumarchais  was  fixed 
upon  as  their  agent.     [If  this  fubfeription  had  not  the  pecuniary 
fupport,  it  undoubtedly  had  the  countenance,  of  the  crown,  for 
thedefpotic  police  of  France  would  otherwife  have  immediately 
crufhed  it.j     Mr.  Beaumarchais  appears  to  have  been  employed 
by  the  fubferibers,  to  offer  the  fupplies  purchafed  by  their  money 
as  a  prefent  to  America,  and  a  contract  was  made  for  the  freight- 
age of  them  :  they  were   fent   in    the  Amphitrite,  Seine,  and 
Mercury,  two  years  ago. — The  duplicates  of  the   difpatches  of 
October  6  and  7,    1777,  which  fhould  have  arrived  by  captain 
Folger,  but  who  had  received  blank  papers  in  their  Head,  were 
brought  over  with  the  treaty  of  alliance  by  Mr.  Simeon  Deane. 
Thefe  fhow,  that  had  the  difpatches  arrived  fafely,  congrefs  would 
have  had  a  clew  to  guide  them,  in  fettling  with  Mr.  Francey  as  Mr. 
Beaumarchais'  agent,  and  have  efcaped  paying  for  the  prefent. 
Befide  the  general  information  communicated  by  the  three  com- 
miffioners in  their  joint  letter  of  October  the  7th,  Mr.  Arthur 
Lee,  in  his  fmgle  one  of  the  preceding  day,  gave  a  circumftanti- 
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al  account  in  what  manner  the  prefent  was  firft  offered,  and  de- 
clared— "  That  for  the  money  and  military  ftores  already  given, 
no  remittance  will  ever  be  required."  The  duplicates  arrived  a 
month  too  late,  congrefs  having  on  the  8th  of  April  fettled  the 
bufinefs  on  which  Mr.  Francey  was  fent.  While  the  packets 
for  congrefg.and  col.  R.  H.  Lee,  containing  the  before-mention- 
ed two  letters,  were  filled  up  with  blank  white  paper,  a  large 
handfonie  packet  directed  to  Mr.  Hancock,  prefident  when  the 
<hfpatcb.es  were  written,  be  fide,  one  to  Mr.  Robert  Morris,  and 
another  to  Mr.  Silas  Deane's  brother  Barnaby,  came  in  perfetjt 
fafety  by  capt.  Folger. 

Many  are  now  very  fufpicious,  that  the  parties  who  poffefled 
themfelves  of  the  miffing  difpatches,  had  a  knowledge  of  their 
contents :  and  that  Mr.  Deane  is  capable  of  informing  the  pub- 
lic who  they  were,  and  what  advantages  they  were  to  enjoy 
from  Mr.  Francey 's  fuccefs  through  the  lofs  of  the  difpatches 
and  the  non-arrival  of  the  duplicates  in  feafon.  The  public  at 
Jarge  and  their  reprefentatives  in  congrefs,  were  much  divided 
by  the  publications  relating  to  Mr.  Deane.  The  army  in  gene- 
ral fided  with  him.  Their  attachment  was  increafed  bv  his  de- 
claring— "  I  am  fully  confident,  that  every  intrigue  and  cabal 
formed  againft  our  illuftrious  commander  in  chief,  will  prove  as 
ineffeftual  as  thofe  againft  Dr.  Franklin."  This  declaration 
brought  forward  to  public  view,  part  of  Mr.  Deane's  letter  to 
*he  foreign  committee,  dated  Paris,  December  6,  1776 — "  I 
fubmit  the  thought  to  you,  whether  if  you  could  engage  a  great 
general  of  the  higheft  chara&er  in  Europe,  fuch  for  inftance  as 
prince  Ferdinand,  or  M(arfhal)  B(roglio),  or  others  of  equal 
rank  to  take  the  lead  of  your  armies,  fuch  a  fiep  would  not  be 
politic,  as  it  would  give  a  character  and  credit  to  your  military, 
and  ftrike  perhaps  a  greater  terror  in  your  enemies.  I  only  fug- 
geft  the  thoughts,  and  leave  you  to  confer  with  baron  (Kalbe)  on. 
the  fubject  at  large. 

[Jan.  5-j  Mr.  Gerard  was  [o  alarmed  at  the  publications  of 
Mr.  Payne,  that  he  prefented  a  memorial  to  congrefs  upon  the 
occafion,  by  which  they  were  led  into  the  confideration  of  them. 
Various  motions  were  made  refpefting  the  fecretary  ;  among  the 
reft  one  for  hearing  him  the  next  day,  which  being  negatived, 
and  the  negative  communicated  to  him,  he  wrote  on  the  8th  a 
letter  to  congrefs,  by  which  he  refigned  his  office  of  fecretary  to 
the  committee  of  foreign  affairs.  Two  days  after,  the  French 
minifter  fent  a  fecond  memorial ;  and  on  the  twelfth  congrefs 
"  refo'ived  unanimouflv,  that  the  prefident  be  directed  to  affure 
*he  faid  minifter,  that  the  congrefs  do  fully,  in  the  cleareft  and 
moil  explicit  manner,  difavow  the  publications  referred  to  in  the 
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faid  memorials;  and  as  they  are  convinced  by  indifpufable  evi- 
dence that  the  fupplies  (hipped  in  the  Amphitrite,  Seine  and 
Mercury,  were  not  a  prefent,  and  that  his  molt  Christian  maje- 
fty,  the  great  and  generous  ally  of  thefe  United  States,  did  not 
preface  his  alliance  with  any  fupplies  whatever  fent  to  America, 
fo  they  have  not  authorized  the  writer  of  the  faid  publications 
to  make  any  fuch  affertions  as  are  contained  therein,  but  on  the 
contrary  do  highly  difapprove  of  the  fame."  They  were  indeed 
convinced,  by  the  indisputable  evidence  of  having  been  charged 
with,  and  drawn  in  to  make  themfelves  debtors  for  the  fupplies, 
that  they  were  not  a  prefent :  but  had  the  difpatches  been  receiv- 
ed, or  the  duplicates  in  time,  fo  that  they  could  have  known 
that  they  were  originally  intended  for  a  prefent,  and  that  no  re- 
mittance for  them  would  ever  be  required,  that  invincible  evi- 
dence would  have  been  wanting.  Had  their  generous  ally  really 
prefaced  his  alliance  with  any  fupplies,  it  would  have  been  un- 
doubtedly in  fuch  a  guarded  way,  as  to  have  admitted  of  a  nega- 
tive, whenever  the  fame  became  politically  neceffary.  For  the 
further  fatisfa&ion  of  Mr.  Gerard,  the  congrefs  "  refolved  |  Jan, 
24.J  unanimoufly,  That  as  neither  France  or  thefe  United  States 
may  of  right,  fo  thefe  United  States  will  not  conclude  eitheir 
truce  or  peace  with  the  common  enemy,  without  the  formal 
confent  of  their  ally  fir  ft  obtained,  and  that  any  matters  or  thing* 
which  may  be  infinuated  or  afferted  to  the  contrary  thereof,  tend 
to  the  injury  and  difhonor  of  the  faid  dates. " 

Inftead  of  proceeding  further  in  the  account  of  congreffional 
afts  and  refolves,  let  me  here  relate  certain  articles  of  intelligence- 
that  have  been  neceffarily  omitted. 

The  confederation  has  been  ratified  by  all  the  dates  excepting 
Maryland.  On  the  5th  of  December  congrefs  refolved,  "  That 
the  fentence  of  the  general  court  martial  upon  general  Lee  be 
carried  into  execution."  All  but  New-York  and  the  Delaware 
counties  were  reprefented.  Four  voted  in  the  affirmative,  two- 
in  the  negative;  the  Other  five  were  not  fufheiently  united  to 
vote  either  way.  It  is  probable,  that  a  regard  to  gen.  Waihing- 
ton,  and  an  appreheniion  that  if  the  fentence  was  not  confirmed 
lie  might  refign,  produced  a  confirmation.  But  the  genuine 
pa  riotifm  of  the  commander  in  chief,  would  have  prevented  his 
declining  to  Ferve  his  country,  while  his  exertions  were  accepta- 
ble, had  the  refolve  been  different.  In  that  cafe,  no  cenfure 
could  have  rallen  upon  him,  it  would  have  been  only  declaring, 
that  upon  a  clofe  attention  to  the  evidence  contained  in  the  trial, 
with  a  copy  of  which  every  member  was  furnifJied,  congrefs 
thought  tne  court  martial  miltaken. 

Wcdnefdav 


424        The    HISTORY    of    the  [A.  D.  i7-/9. 

Wednefday  the  30th  of  December  was  obferved  by  order  of 
congrefs  as  a  thankfgiving  day.  At  this  very  period,  the  affairs 
of"  tiie  United  States  were  in  a  moll  diltreffed,  ruinous  and  de- 
plorable condition.  Idlenefs,  diflipation  and  extravagance,  feem- 
ed  10  have  laid  fall  hold  of  the  gcneiality;  and  peculation,  [pe- 
culation, and  an  infatiable  thirft  for  riches,  to  have  gotten  the 
betser  of  every  other  confideration  and  almofl  of  every  order  of 
men.  Partv  difputes  and  perfonal  quarrels  were  the  great  bufi- 
nefs of  the  day,  while  the  momentous  concerns  of  the  empire, 
a  great  and  accumulated  debt,  ruined  finances,  depreciated  mo- 
ney, and  a  Wdiit  of  credit  (which  in  the  confequences  is  the  want 
of  everv  thing)  were  but  fecondary  confiderations,  and  poflpon- 
ed  by  congrefs  from  time  to  time,  as  if  their  affairs  wore  the  molt 
promifing  afpe£r..  The  paper  was  finking  in  Philadelphia  daily 
50  per  cent,  and  yet  an  affembly,  a  conceit,  a  dinner  or  fupper 
(which  coft  two  or  three  hundred  pounds)  did  not  only  take  men 

off  from   afting,  but    even  from  thinking  of  this  bufinefs. 

Some  of  the  mofl  difinterefled  and  patriotic  Americans  felt 
more  real  diflrefs  on  account  of  this  appearance  of  things,  than 
they  had  done  at  any  one  time  fince  the  commencement  of  the 
difpute. 

[Jan.  2.]  Congrefs  refolved,  that  as  many  counterfeits  had 
appeared  in  circulation  of  various  denominations  of  the  emiflion 
of  May  20,  1777,  and  April  11,  1778,  the  whole  emiffions  of 
thefe  two  dates,  fhould  be  taken  out  of  circulation.  They  were 
to  be  received  within  a  limited  term  for  continental  debts  and 
taxes,  and  into  the  continental  loan  offices,  either  to  loan  or  be 
exchanged  at  the  eleclion  of  the  owners.  The  counterfeiting  of 
the  bills,  according  to  my  information,  originated  with  either 
James  or  John  Rankin,  formerly  of  York  county  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. Having  quitted  their  farms  and  joined  the  royalills,  that 
government  confiscated  their  eflates :  one  of  them,  to  compenfate 
for  his  loffes  and  avenge  himfelf  upon  the  United  States,  entered 
upon  the  bufinefs  of  counterfeiting  their  paper  currency,  which 
was  afterward  praftifed  by  others. 

The  convention  troops  were  fent  off  in  the  fecond  week  of 
November  to  'Virginia  :  the  Germans  marched  from  Cambridge, 
the  Brittfh  from  Rutland,  in  which  town  they  had  been  quarter- 
ed for  fome  time  back.  But  as  the  people  could  not  banifh 
from  their  minds,  the  notions  they  had  imbibed  of  the  cruelties  the 
American  prifonershad  received,  and  as  fome  were  afraid  of  be- 
ing plundered,  and  others  of  being  killed,  the  troops  while  upon 
their  march  met  with  great  incivility  from  all  ranks  and  degrees 
of  men.  The  militia  guard,  which  efcorted  gen.  Reiddel's 
baggage  from  Hartford  'to  the  York  line,  broke  open  fome  of 
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the  boxes  and  plundered  them  of  fevera!  dozen  of  wine,  a  great 
number  of  fpermaceti  candles,  and  five  dozen  packs  of  cards. — 
The  general  was  fo  much  difpleafed  with  their  conduct,  that  he 
wrote  a  letter  to  gen.  M'Dougall,  who  returned  a  very  polite 
anfwer,  and  furnifhed  a  guard  of  continental  troops  to  efcort  the 
baggage  to  Suffex  court-houfe  in  the  Jerfeys. 

[Feb.  9.]     Mr.  Gerard  prefented  memorials  to  congrefs,  the 
fubjecl:  of  which  they  determined  to  take  into  immediate  confide- 
ration,  at   the  fame  time  informing  him,  that  if  he    wilhed  to 
communicate  any  thing  further,  they  would  receive  the  fame 
from  him  in  a  private  audience.     He  having  a  wifh  to  make 
further  communication,  attended  on  the    15th,   when  congrefs 
was  refolved  into  a  committee  oi  the  whole.     The  committee 
reported,  on  the  23d,  "  That  upon  the  confideration  of  all  the 
matters  referred,  they  are  of  opinion,  that  his  Catholic  majefty 
is  difpofed  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with   the    United  States  of 
America;  that  he  hath  manifefted  this  difpofition  in  a  decifive 
declaration   lately  made  to  the  court  of  Great-Britain;  that  in 
confequence  of  fuch  declaration,  the  independence  of  thefe  Uni- 
ted Statesmuft  be  finally  acknowledged  by  Great-Britain,  and  im- 
mediately thereon  a  negociation  for  peace  will  be  fet  on  foot  be- 
tween the  powers  of  France,  Great-Britain,  and  thefe  United 
States,   under  the    mediation  of  his  Catholic  majefty  ;  or  that 
Spain  will  take  part  in  the  war,  and  his  Catholic  majefty  will 
unite  his  force  with  the  mod   Chriftian    king   and  the    United 
States : — That  in  order  to  be  in  readinefs  for  a  negociation,  the 
minifters  of  the  United  States  ought  to  be  inftrufted  by  congrefs 
on  the  feveral  following  particulars,  viz.  1.  What  to  infift  upon 
as  the  ultimatum  of  thefe  ftates  :  2.  What  to  yield  or   require  on 
terms  of  mutual  exchange  and  comp  -nfation."     The  committee 
reported  their  opinion  upon  thefe  points,  which  were  afterward 
the  fubjecls  of  confideration  in  congrefs. 

Mr.  Gerard  manifefted  a  defire  that  the  war  might  not  be 
prolonged  by  too  high  and  unreafonable  demands  ;  and  that  the 
United  States  would  bring  their  ultimatum  as  low  as  poflible. — 
He  ftrongly  recommended  moderation.  The  fate  of  war  was 
uncertain  ;  and  he  hinted  that  a  decifive  naval  engagement  in  fa- 
vor of  the  Britifh,  might  give  a  great  turn  to  their  affairs^--^'- 
S.  Adams  was  for  infilling  upon  the  ceilion  of  Can^  f  ^©pJJ 
va-Scotia  ;  and  fome  were  for  adding  Florida.  ^  §  'Turnedi 
["March  ij.]  ift,  What  fhould  be  the  ^nds  ot  ^anarJ-e 
United  States  in  the  ultimatum  :  2d,  1  hat  eveiy  P  ^  road  to 
within  the  United  States,  and  every  ifland, ^  k^ftitely  evacuated 
them,  or  any  of  them  belonging,  ^fogj^iic  majeftv,  and  yielded 
by  the  land  and  fca  forces  of  h',er^\i  to 
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to  the  powers  of  the  Hate  to  which  they  refpettively  belong. — 
The  filhery  is  a  point  which  the  New-Englanders  are  much  fet 
upon  having  fecured,  and  which  will  occafion  repeate  1  debates, 
and  be  long  before  it  is  fully  and  finally  determined. 

The  Pari fian  minifter,  Monfieur  Vergennes,  does  not  confine 
his  policy  to  the  eftablifhment  of  American  independence  ;  he 
aims  at  fecuring  to  the  French  the  Newfoundland  fifhery  to  the 
exclufion  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  Spaniards  the  fole  na- 
vigation of  the  Miffifippi,  and  the  lands  on  the  eaftern  fide  of 
it,  at  the  back  of  the  prefent  fettlements  of  the  United  States, 
and  therefore  called  the  Weftern  lands.  You  muft  ufe  this  in- 
formation as  a  clew  to  guide  you  through  the  labyrinth  of  Mr. 
Gerard's  negociation.  Nine  days  after  he  had  his  audience  of 
congrefs,  they  received  the  account  of  the  king  of  Naples  having 
opened  his  ports  to  the  flag  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  ftroke  aimed  at  gen.  Mifflin  by  the  congrefs  refolve  of 
June  11,  1778,  having  anfwered  its  intention,  all  further  pro- 
ceedings cealed  ;  on  which  the  general,  on  the  17th  of  Auguft, 
fent  a  letter  to  congrefs  enclofing  his  commiffion,  which  for 
reafons  therein  fet  forth,  he  begged  leave  to  refign.  That  and 
two  more  letters  of  an  earlier  date  were  referred  to  a  committee 
of  three,  who  reported  on  the  23d  of  January,  1779,  that  it 
did  not  appear  to  them  that  any  proceedings  had  taken  place  fince 
the  refolve  of  June  the  11th,  and  that  if  die  faid  refolution  was 
to  be  carried  into  execution,  it  fhould  be  done  in  the  ufual  man- 
ner, and  that  general  Wafhington  fhould  have  directions  accord- 
ingly. Still  the  matter  refted,  fo  that  Mifflin  on  the  25th  of  Fe- 
bruary, informed  congrefs  that  he  had  not  heard  what  was  their 
pleafure  as  to  his  refignation,  and  requeued  of  them  afrefh  to 
accept  it,  which  the)'  then  refolved  to  do.  Thus  he  has  been 
impelled  to  lay  afide  his  military  character,  which  for  the  liber- 
ties of  his  country  he  had  affumed,  though  of  the  quaker  deno- 
mination :  but  he  retains  his  patriotifm,  and  will  continue  a  vo- 
lunteer in  the  fe'rvice  of  the  public.  He  refumed  the  quarter- 
mafter  general's  department  in  Oftober,  1776,  (then  vacant 
through  a  refignation)  by  the  defire  and  order  of  congrefs,  and 
not  for  anv  private  view  or  emoluments  of  his  own,  fo  that  he 
^id  not  coniider  himfelf  as  refponfible  for  the  calamitous  effefts 
u   ?vt.  «'"      which  depended  not  on  himfelf  or  his  affociates, 

Lrt  us  reYume  i>„  .    r     T( 

The  So  f]   r       -•  ^ccount  °*  military  operations, 
than  r.  ^       ~    ai"onua  deWates,  rather  with  a  view  to  conqueft, 
neighbouring  lP,fC      aPPr^henfion  of  danger  to  their    own  or 
requefied  the  conordsTJ1  l^e  .trooPs   under  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
*^int  gen.  Lincoln  (on   whofe  cha- 
racter 
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raaer  theyjuftly  repofed  great  confidence)  to  the  command  of  all 
their  forces  to  the  fouthward  :  accordingly  they  made  the  ap- 
pointment on  the  25th  of  September,  and  ordered  him  to  repair 
immediately  to  Charleftown.  When  he  took  his  leave  of  them 
in  Oaober,  they  had  in  contemplation  the  reduction  of  Eaft- 
Flonda,  and  put  into  his  hands  a  fcheme  for  effecting  it,-  with 
the  obfervations  of  two  gentlemen  on  the  ftrength  of  St.  Auguf- 
tine.  The  firil  hint  of  a  detonation  of  Britifh  troops  for  Geor- 
gia appears  to  have  been  given  to  the  commander  in  chief  by  a 
letter  of  the  ninth  of  Oftober,  from  a  confidential  correfpondent 
at  New- York.  It  was  the  4th  of  December  before  the  general 
arrived  at  Charleftown.  The  North-Carolina  ftate,  on  the  firft 
intelligence  of  an  intended  embarkation  from  New- York  for  the 
fouthward,  generoufly  raifed  about  2000  militia  to  ferve  for  five 
months  ;  put  them  under  the  command  of  generals  Afhe  and  Ru- 
therford, and  fent  them  forward  without  delav.  They  came  on 
with  fuch  difpatch,  that  had  they  not  been  detained  ten  days  near 
Charleftown,  to  be  furnifhed  with  arras,  they  Would  have  been 
in  time  to  have  joined  gen.  Howe  before  the  reduaion  of  Sa- 
vannah. South-Carolina  had  not  a  fufficient  ftock  of  public 
arms  for  the  militia  of  both  ftates,  and  fufpended  the  diftribution 
of  them,  till  it  became  certain  whether  South-Carolina  or 
Georgia  was  the  objea  of  the  Britifh  armament,  which  could 
not  be  determined  while  it  was  in  the  offing.  On  the  morning 
of  the  26th,  two  regiments  of  1,50  men  each  from  Charleftown 
with  the  levies  and  militia  from  North-Carolina,  amounting  to 
about  q5o,  marched  for  Georgia  :  they  made  their  firft  junction 
with  the  American  army  after  their  retreat  over  the  Savannah 
January  the  3d,  gen.  Lincoln  eftablifhed  his  head  quarters  at 
Puryfburgh,  about  30  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Savannah. 
He  met  with  a  fore  difappointment.  He  had  been  encouraged 
to  expea  a  force  confifting  of  7000  men,  befide  the  militia  of 
South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  whereas  he  had  only  1400  in  the 
whole.  He  was  alfo  led  to  believe,  that  he  fhould  meet  with 
great  plenty  of  fupplies  and  military  ftores,  inftead  of  which  there 
were  no  field  pieces,  arms,  tents,  camp  utenfils  or  lead,  and  but. 
very  little  powder;  in  fhort,  hardly  any  article  in  the  arfenal  or 
quarter-mafter's  ftore,  all  occafioned  bV  the  want  of  a  military 
cheft.  A  large  proportion  of  the  South-Carolina  militia  was 
draughted,  and  marched  under  gen.  Richardfon  for  head  quar- 
ters. But  they  behaved  very  badly,  refufed  to  fubmit  to  the  ar- 
ticles of  war  for  the  government  of  the  continentals,  and  left  the 
camp  and  even  their  pofts  at  pleafure  with  rtapunity  ;  as  general 
Lincoln  had  no  hold  of  them,  their  ow/i  ftate  law  only  impofinp 
a  fine,  inftead  of  putting  them  upon  the  fame  footing  congrefs 
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had  ordered  for  all  the  militia  when  in  pay  of  the  continent,  and 
acting  with  the  regular  troops.  When  ordered  on  command, 
and  implicit  obedience  was  expected,  they  would  at  times  afk — ■ 
"  Whither  are  we  going  ?  And  how  long  are  we  to  ftay  ?"  By 
the  24th  of  January  molt  of  them  had  left  the  camp.  Their  de- 
fection, however,  was  in  fome  meafure  repaired  by  the  arrival 
at  length  of  gen.  Afhe,  near  headquarters,  on  the  31ft,  with 
about  1100  men,  which  addition  made  the  number  of  rank  and 
file  under  Lincoln  2428,  befide367  on  command, 

While  the  greateft  part  of  the  American  force  confifted  of  fuch 
ungovernable  militia,  gen.  Prevoft  joined  col.  Campbell  with 
about  700  regular  troops  from  St.  Auguftine.  With  this  increafe 
of  numbers  he  wilhed  to  eftablifh  a  port  in  South-Carolina,  and 
detached  200  men  to  take  poffeflion  of  Port-Royal  illand.  Soon 
after  they  landed,  gen.  Moultrie,  at  the  head  of  an  equal  number, 
in  which  there  were  only  nine  regular  foldiers,  attacked  and 
drove  them  off,  [Feb.  3,]  This  advantage  was  principally  gain- 
ed by  two  field  pieces,  well  ferved  by  a  party  of  the  Charleftown 
militia  artillery.  The  Britilh  loft  almoll  all  their  officers  ;  and 
feveral  prifoners  were  taken.  The  Americans  .had  a  lieutenant 
and  feven  privates  killed,  and  22  wounded.  This  fuccefs  check- 
ed the  Britifh,  and  for  the  prefent  prevented  any  enterprife 
againft  South-Carolina  ;  but  they  extended  themfelves  over  a 
great  part  of  Georgia,  and  eftablilhed  two  polls,  one  at  Ebene- 
zer,  and  the  other  at  Augufta.  The  laft  place  being  high  up  in 
the  country,  was  a  good  pofition  for  awing  the  weftern  inhabi- 
tants, and  a  convenient  rendezvous  for  the  royalifts.  Here  the 
Britifh  endeavoured  to  ftrengthen  themfelves  by  the  addition  of 
South-Carolina  tories.  They  employed  emiflaries  to  encourage 
them  to  a  general  infurre£tion,  and  allured  them,  that  if  they 
would  crofs  the  Savannah,  and  add  their  force  to  that  of  the 
king's  army  at  Augufta,  they  would  have  fuch  a  decided  fuperi- 
ority,  as  would  effectually  crufh  their  enemies,  and  make  a  fpeedy 
return  to  their  homes  pra&icable  on  their  own  terms.  The  army 
confifted  of  about  2000  regulars  and  royalifts  under  col.  Campbell., 
Several  hundreds  of  the  Carolina  tories  collected,  embodied  un- 
der the  denomination  of  loyalifts,  and  marched  along  the  weftern 
irontiers  of  South-Carolina.  They  had  fuch  numbers  of  the  mod 
infamous  characters  among  them,  that  their  general  complexion 
was  that  of  a  plundering  banditti,  more  folicitous  for  bootv  than 
the  honor  and  intereft  of  their  royal  mailer.  As  they  marched, 
they  appropriated  to  their  own  ufe  every  kind  of  property  they 
could  carry  off.  Col.  Pickins,  upon  intelligence  of  their  pro- 
gress and  rapine,  collected  the  whig  militia  of  the  diftritt  of 
Ninety-Six.   He  left  a  guard  at  the  Cherokee  ford  to  impede 
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•their  eroding  the  Savannah,  while  he  went  upon  fome  other 
iervice  ;  during  his  abfence  they  made  good  their  paffage.  He 
immediately  followed  them  with  about  300  men;  [Feb.  14.! 
came  up  with  and  engaged  them  about  three  quarters  of  an. 
hour,  when  thev  gave  way  and  were  totally  routed.  They  had 
40  killed,  including  their  leader,  col.  Boyd,  who  had  been  fe- 
cretly  employed  by  the  Britifh  to  collect  and  head  them.  Pick- 
ins  had  nine  killed  and  feveral  wounded.  By  this  aclion  the  to- 
nes were  difperfed  all  over  the  country.  Some  ran  to  North- 
Carolina.  Many  returned  home,  and  caft  themfelves  upon  the 
mercy  of  their  Hate  government.  Being  the  fubje&s  of  South- 
Carolina,  they  were  tried  in  a  regular  manner,  and  70  were 
condemned  to  die  ;  but  fentence  was  executed  only  on  five 
principals,  and  the  reft  were  pardoned. 

The  Britifh  having  extended  their  polls  up  the  river,  general 
Lincoln  fixed  encampments  at  Black  Swamp,  and  nearly  oppofite 
to  Augufta  on  the  north  fide.     With  a  view  of  ftrengthening 
the  laft,  and  improving  any  advantages  which  might  offer  for 
croffing  the  river,  and  limiting  the  Britifh  to   the  Tea  coafl  of 
Georgia,  gen.  Afhe  was  ordered  to  the  upper  parts  of  the  coun- 
try.    He  began  his  march  on  the  10th,  with  1500  North-Caro- 
lina militia,  and  the  remains  of  the  Georgia  continentals ;  and 
and  on  the  13th  in  the  evening,  reached  gen.  Williamfon's  camp 
oppofite  Augufta.     That  fame  night  col.  Campbell  made  fo  hafty 
a  retreat  from  Augufta,  that  by  eight  the  next  morning  he  had 
marched  14  miles  lower  down.     This  precipitate  movement  was 
owing  to  fome  falfe  intelligence   refpe£ling  either  Afhe's  force, 
or  the  arrival  of  a  large  body  of  continentals  at  Charleftown  j 
which  Campbell  credited,  and  from  whence  he  inferred  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  an  immediate  retreat  to  prevent  his  being  cut  off.   Lin- 
coln finding  that  he  had  quitted  Augufta,  wrote  to  Afhe,  [Feb. 
16.J  that  it  was  of  the  greateft  importance,  that  if  the  enemy 
was  out  of  the  upper  part  of  the  country,  he  fhould  follow  them 
down  as  faft  as   poffible,  left  by  a  forced  march  they  fhould  join 
their  own  troops  below,  attempt  his  poll,  and  drive  him  from  it, 
before  he  (Afhe)  could  come  up  with  their  rear.     Lincoln  on  the 
2  2d  fent  him  the  following  intimation — "  I    think  that  Briar 
Creek  will  be  a  good  ftand  for  you,  until  fome  plan  of  co-ope- 
ration be  digefted,  for  which  purpofe,  as  foon  as  you    arrive 
there,  I  will  meet  you  at  the  two   Sifters,  you  appointing  the 
time."     Afhe  croffed  the  Savannah  with  about  1200  troops,  be- 
fide  200  light  horfe.     On  Saturday  morning  the  27th,  the  army 
arrived  at  the  lower  bridge  on  Briar  Creek.     The  next  day  gen- 
nerals  Brian  and  Elbert  took    poffeffion  of  a  proper  fpot  of 
ground  at  twelve  o'clock  and  encamped,  Afhe  being  gone  to 

meet 
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meet  Lincoln.  On  March  the  2d,  the  officer  of  the  clay  report- 
ed, that  reconnoitring  parties  of  the  enemy's  horfe  and  foot  had 
been  feen  within  their  picquets  the  night  preceding.  Afhe  re- 
turned the  evening  of  the  2d  to  camp.  On  Wednefday  the  3d, 
nothing  was  in  forwardnefs  for  repairing  the  bridge  which 
Campbell  had  deflroyed  in  his  return  downward,  though  it  had 
been  reported  five  days  before,  that  the  repair  would  take  but 
fix  hours.  About  two  in  the  afternoon  information  was  given, 
that  one  of  their  foldiershad  fix  balls  fhot  through  his  body;  lit- 
tle or  no  notice  was  taken  of  it.  Within  an  hour  after,  an  ac- 
count was  brought  that  ^500  Britifh  regulars  were  at  the  ferry. 
At  half  pad  four  a  few  of  the  American  horfemen  returned  from 
ikirmifhing  with  the  enemy,  when  orders  were  iilued  for  the 
troops  to  be  formed  into  platoons  from  the  right,  and  compofed 
mto  a  column  :  it  was  not  long  before  the  Britifh  light  infantry 
appeared.  Lieut,  col  Prevoft,  after  a  circuitous  march  of  about 
^o  miles,  in  which  he  croffed  Briar  Creek  15  miles  above  Afhe's 
encampment,  came  unexpectedly  on  his  rear  with  a  detachment  of 
about  900  men,  including  fome  horfe.  Upon  the  appearance  of 
the  Britifh  light  infantry,  Afhe  faid  to  Elbert,  who  commanded 
the  continentals — "  Sir,  you  had  better  advance  and  engage  them." 
They  did  not  exceed  100  rank  and  file,  but  upon  Elbert's  order- 
ing them,  they  formed,  advanced  thirty  yards  in  front  of  the  ene- 
my, and  commenced  a  very  fharp  fire  upon  them,  which  continu- 
ed about  fifteen  minutes.  Afhe  and  the  North-Carolina  militia 
remained  about  100  yards  in  the  rear  entirely  inactive.  Inflead 
of  advancing  to  fupport  the  continentals,  they  were  ftruck  with 
fuch  a  panic  at  being  fo  completely  furprifed,  that  they  went  to 
the  right  about,  and  fled  in  confufion  without  discharging  3  Tin- 
gle mufket.  The  few  Georgia  regulars  finding  themfelves  thus 
deferted,  and  being  furrounded  by  a  great  part  of  the  enemy, 
broke  and  endeavoured  alfo  to  efcape.  Elbert  did  every  thing 
to  rally  them  but  in  vain.  He  and  the  furvivors  of  his  brave 
corps  were  made  prifoners.  About  150  Americans  were  killed, 
and  162  were  captured.  None  had  any  chance  of  efcaping  but 
bv  croffing  the  river,  in  attempting  which  many  were  drowned : 
pi  thofe  who  got  over  fafe,  a  great  part  returned  home,  and  never 
more  rejoined  the  American  camp ;  the  number  that  joined  it, 
did  not  exceed  4^0  men.  This  event  deprived  gen.  Lincoln  of 
one  fourth  of  his  number,  fecured  to  the  Britiih  the  poffeffion  of 
Georgia,  and  opened  a  communication  between  them,  the  Indi- 
ans, and  the  tories  of  South  and  North-Carolina. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  laff.  year,  an  American  camp  was 
formed  at  Danbury,  the  fufferings  it  underwent  vou  may  collect 
froni  the  following  paiTage  in  the  letter  of  a  field  officer  of  Jan. 

"3« 
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23. — "  We  were  not  under  cover  till  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
sent year.  It  was  diftrefling  to  fee  our  oncers  and  men  in  tents 
in  fuch  fevere  cold  weather.  Added  to  which,  and  the  former 
lift  of  grievances,  was  the  want  or  provifions.  From  fix  to  nine 
days  were  our  men  frequently  without  bread.  A  revolt  took 
place  in  general  Huntington's  brigade :  four  hundred  men  o-ot 
under  arms,  and  marched  off  the  ground  to  an  advantageous  poff , 
where  they  expected  to  have  been  joined  by  the  men  of  the  other 
two  brigades  j  but  by  the  alacrity  of  the  officers  and  gen.  Put- 
nam's influence,  they  were  difperfed. 

An  expedition  has  been  agreed  on  againfl  the  inimical  Indi- 
ans of  the  fix  nations.  The  command  of  it  is  to  be  intruded 
with  gen.  Sullivan.  The  plan  is  to  divide  the  force  into  three 
parts.  The  principal  confuting  of  about  3000  is  to  go  by  the 
way  of  Sufquehanna.  Another  of  about  one  thoufand  is  to  en- 
ter the  Indian  country  by  the  Mohawk  river ;  and  the  other  of 

about  500  is  to  attack  by  the  Ohio  and  Allegahana  rivers. 

Gen.  Wafhington  is  endeavouring,  by  appearances  of  an  expe- 
dition to  Canada,  to  induce  the  Britifh  governor  to  keep  his 
force  at  home  ;  and  with  a  view  to  it,befide  jealoufies  which  have 
been  excited  on  the  fide  of  lake  Champlain,  he  is  trying  to  cre- 
ate others  by  the  way  of  Coos.  A  confiderable  number  of  Ame- 
ricans was  employed  the  laft  year  in  cutting  a  road  from  thence 
toward  Canada.  Col.  Hazen  is  now  gone  with  his  regiment  to 
extend  the  road  toward  the  Sorel,  and  give  the  appearance  of  an 
intention  to  invade  the  province  by  that  paflage.  The  American 
army  are  better  clad  and  more  healthy  than  they  have  ever  been 
fince  the  formation  of  the  army. 

The  procuring  of  early  and  good  intelligence  is  of  the  highefl 
importance  to  the  American  commander  in  chief.  He  has 
therefore  direfted  one  of  his  confidential  correfpondents  to  re- 
fide  at  New-York,  to  mix  with  and  put  on  the  airs  of  a  tory, 
thereby  to  cover  his  real  character  and  avoid  fufpicion.     He  has 

hinted  to  him  an  intimacy  with  fome  well  informed  refugees. 

Members  of  congrefs  are  not  trufted  with  the  names  of  fuch  cor- 
refpondents, concerning  whom  the  ftri&eft  honor,  and  the  pro- 
foundeft  fecrecy,  is  obferved,  and  every  precaution  taken  to 
prevent  a  difcovery  by  unforefeen  accidents.  They  arc  furnifhed 
with  two  chymical  liquids,  or  fympathetic  inks,  the  one  for  wri- 
ting and  the  other  for  rendering  what  is  written  vifible  :  the  form- 
er of  that  nature  as  not  to  become  vifible  by  any  mean  whatever, 
but  by  having  the  latter  rubbed  over  it. 

The  king's  fpeech  on  opening  the  feflion  of  parliament,  has 
been  circulated  through  the  United  States  more  than  a  month 
ago.     The  popular  leaders  have  been  diverting  thernfelves  with 

it. 
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it.    They  triumph  at  obferving,  that  it  is  replete  with  complaints 
of  the  unexampled  and  unprovoked  hoftility  of  the  court  of 

France that  while  the  profeflions  of  neutral  powers  are  rc- 

prefented  as   friendly,  their  armaments  are  mentioned  as  fu- 

fpicious and  that  there  is  a  total  filence  with  regard  to  the 

American  war. 

A  number  of  loyal  refugees  had  petitioned,  and  been  permit- 
ted by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  embody  under  proper  officers,  and 
to  retaliate  and  make  reprifals  upon  the  Americans  declared  to  be 
in  a£tual  rebellion  againfl  their  fovereign.  A  party  of  them, 
who  had  formerly  belonged  to  the  Maffachufetts,  made  an  at- 
tempt upon  Falmouth  in  Barnftable  county, but  were  repulfed  by 
the  militia.  They  renewed  it,  but  not  fucceeding,  went  off  to 
Nantucket,  [April  5.]  and  landed  200  men,  entered  the  town, 
broke  open  ware-houfes,  and  caried  off  large  quantities  of  oil, 
whalebone,  molafles,  fugar,  coffee,  and  every  thing  that  fell  in 
their  way.  They  alfo  carried  off  two  brigs,  loaded  for  the 
Weft-Indies,  two  or  three  fchooners,  and  a  large  number  of 
boats.  In  a  proclamation  they  left  behind,  they  took  notice  of 
their  having  been  imprifoned,  compelled  to  abandon  their  dwel- 
lings, friends  and  connexions,  had  their  eftates  fequeftered,  and 
been  themfelves  formally  banifhedj  never  to  return  on  pain  of 
death.  Thus  circumftanced,  they  conceived  themfelves  warrant- 
ed, by  the  laws  of'God  and  man,  to  wage  war  againfl  their  pro- 
fecutors,  and  to  ufe  every  mean  in  their  power  to  obtain  com- 
penfation  for  their  fufferings. 

The  news  of  the  French  king's  declaration  of  war,  publifhed 
at  Martinico  in  the  middle  of  laft  Auguft,  but  figned  at  Verfailles 
the  28th  of  June,  and  the  capture  of  Dominica  by  the  French, 
reached  the  continent  as  early  as  could  be  expecled.  By  the  ac- 
counts that  are  given,  the  Britifh  government  had  been  at  an 
unufual  expence  in  fortifying  that  ifland,  and  the  works  had  been 
lately  covered  with  a  numerous  artillery,  fent  from  Britain  for 
the  purpofe.  But  though  there  were  160  pieces  of  cannon  and 
20  mortars,  the  regular  troops  who  compofed  the  garrifon 
amounted  only  to  about  a  hundred.  Neither  the  importance  nor 
the  weaknefs  of  Dominica,  efcaped  the  attention  of  the  marquis 
de  Bouille,  governor  general  of  the  French  windward  illands, 
whofe  refidence  was  at  Martinico.  He  therefore  landed  on  the 
ifland  with  about  2000  men,  under  cover  of  fome  frigates  and 
privateers,  about  day  break  of  laft  September  the  7th,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  attack  the  different  batteries  and  forts  by  land,  as  his 
marine  force  did  by  lea.  The  handful  of  regulars,  with  the  mi- 
litia and  inhabitants  in  general,  did  all  that  could  be  expefted, 
but  defence  was  fruitlefs,  fo  that  the  lieut.  gov.  Stuart,  to  fave 

the 
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the  inhabitants  from  plunder  and  ruin,  entered  into  a  capitulati- 
on, which  was  foon  concluded.  The  terms  were  the  mod  mo- 
derate that  could  be  conceived;  the  marquis,  out  of  his  great 
humanity,  having  nearlv  agreed,  without  difcuffion  or  referve, 
to  every  condition  propofed  in  favor  of  the  people,  whofe  onlv 
change  was  that  of  fovereignty.  The  fmalleft  diforder  or  pil- 
lage was  not  permitted ;  and  the  marquis,  in  lieu  of  plunder, 
rewarded  the  foldiers  and  volunteers  with  a  confiderable  gratuity 
in  ready  money.  His  flay  was  fliort :  he  left  a  garrifon  of  1500 
men  behind  him,  who  wilh  the  flrength  of  the  works,  and  the 
powerful  artillery  in  their  hands,  will  be  able  to  defend  Domini- 
ca effectually.  We  are  in  expectation  of  hearing  foon  of  count 
d'Eftaing's  operations. 

An  embargo  having  been  laid  in  the  fouthern  ftates  on  the 
exportation  of  grain  and  flour  to  thefe  eaftern  ones,  occafioned 
a  fcarcity  of  bread  at  Boffon.  What  from  drought  the  lafl  fum- 
mer,  a  blight  on  therye,  the  neglect  of  tillage  by  the  hufbandman's 
being  called  off  to  the  army,  and  divers  other  caufes,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  farming  towns  could  not  afford  a  fuflicient  fupplv  to 
the  fea-ports,  thefe  have  fitted  out  a  number  of  cruifers,  which 
in  fome  inftances  have  procured  a  temporary  relief:  but  "  thp 
tfade  and  harbours  upon  the  Maffachufetts  coafls  have  been  left 
in  fuch  an  unguarded  and  defencelefs  fituation,  that  where  the 
Bay-men  have  taken  one  veffel  from  the  enemy,  their  fmall 
privateers  out  of  New-York  have  taken  ten  from  them*."  The 
laft  month  the  Boftonians  were  in  great  diftrefs  for  want  of  flour; 
but  the  other  day  ("April  12.]  a  cargo  of  it  happilv  arrived  from 
Baltimore.  The  MafTachufett's  houfe  of  aflembly,  judging  it 
abfolutely  neceffary  that  fo  the  army  might  be  kept  together,  have 
engaged  to  make  good  the  wages  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  raif- 
<ed  in  this  fiate,  at  the  clofe  of  the  conteft,  provided  it  is  not 
done  by  congrefs. 

*  The  M.iflschufe'.ts  council. 
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LETTER       XV. 

Rotterdam,  May  14,  1779. 
Friend  G. 

THE  prefent  letter  (hall  begin  with  what  was  a  chief  fubjeft 
in  the  former — our  Britilh  admiral  Keppel,  When  he  re- 
turned to  Plymouth,  he  experienced  the  benefit  arifing  from  tem- 
perate conduct.  Unanimity  prevailed  among  the  officers,  and 
every  exertion  was  made  in  refitting  the  ihips :  fo  that  he  failed  on 
his  fecond  cruife  the  24th  of  Auguft,  and  kept  the  feaas  long  as 
the  approaching  winter  would  admit.  The  French  fleet  left 
Breft  a  week  before  ;  but  fleered  to  the  fouthward,  and  amufed 
themfelvcs  about  Cape  Finifterre  ;  thus  their  own  coafts  and  the 
bay  were  abandoned  to  the  Britifh,  who  were  in  vain  endeavour- 
ing to  obtain  intelligence  of  them.  The  French  commerce  now 
became  a  prey  to  the  Britifh  cruifers,  in  a  degree  which  few 
former  wars  had  equalled  for  the  time,  while  the  trade  of  Bri- 
tain arrived  in  a  flate  of  fecurity,  fcarceiy  exceeded  by  that  of 
peace. 

The  reception  which  admiral  Keppel  met  with  on  his  return 
from  fea,  both  at  court  and  at  the  admiralty,  equalled  his  moft 
fanguine  expectations.  An  attempt,  however,  was  made  on  his 
character  from  an  unexpected  quarter.  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  on 
the  9th  of  December,  preferred  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  ar- 
ticles of  accufation  againft  him,  or  offences  fuppofed  to 
have  been  committed  on  the  27th  of  the  preceding  July,  after 
having  withheld  them  near  five  months.  A  few  hours  after  the 
charges  were  laid,  the  admiralty,  without  further  inquiry,  fent 
him  notice  to  prepare  for  his  trial.  Sir  Hugh  mentioning  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  his  having  demanded  a  court  martial  on  ad» 
n  al  Keppel,  had  the  mortification  to  hear  his  conduft  in  fo  do- 
ing, and  a'fo  in  publiihing,  a  month  before,  in  the  newfpapers, 
a  vindication  of  ins  own  behaviour  on  the  27th  of  July,  openly 
?  without  reierve  condemned  by  every  gentleman,  of  what- 
ever fide  or  party,  who  fpoke  on  the  occaiion.  The  admiral's 
trial  commenced  at  Portfmouth  on  the  7th  of  January,  1779. — 
He  gave  notice  to  the  admiralty,  that  he  might  find  it  ufeful  to 
his  defence  to  produce  his  inft.rucl.ions.  The  admiralty  commu- 
nicated to  hirn  his  majefty's  pleafure,  and  informed  him,  that 
tiiey  could  not  confent  that  the  fame  fhould  be  laid  before  his 
couniel.or  be  produced  at  the  ceuit  martial.  Being  willing  to  run 

every 
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every  hazard  for  the  benefit  of  the  flate,  he  neither  produced 
them  to  his  counfel,  nor  communicated  their  contents.  His  '.rial 
was  not  clofed  till  the  11th  of  February  ;  when  the  cour  acquit- 
ted him  of  every  charge  in  the  ful left,  cleareft,  and  molt 
honorable  terms ;  further  declaring,  that  he  had  behaved  as  be- 
came a  judicious,  brave,  and  experienced  officer.  They  marked 
the  conduct  of  his  accufer,  in  the  body  of  the  fentence,  by  de- 
claring— "  that  the  charge  was  malicious  and  ill-founded."  Trie 
fentence  was  a  matter  of  notoriety  the  next  day  -at  Weitminiter, 
when  it  was  carried  in  the  hoofe  of  commons,  with  only  one. 
diflenting  voice,  H  That  the  thanks  of  this  houfe  be  ^iven  to  ad- 
miral Auguftus  Keppel,  &c.  for  his  having  glorioufly  upheld 
the  honor  of  the  Britifh  flag  on  the  27th  and  28th  of  July." — 
The  thanks  of  the  lords  in  nearly  the  fame  terms,  were  agreed 
to,  four  days  after.  Public  and  unufual  rejoicings,  in  various 
and  remote  parts  of  the  kingdom,  fucceeded  the  fentence.  The 
illuminations  in  London  and  Weftminfter,  were  fuch  as  have 
fcarcely  been  exceeded  upon  any  occaiion.  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
having  become  the  objeft  of  general  odium,  refigned  his  feat  at 
the  admiralty  board,  his  lieutenant  generalfhip  of  the  marines, 
and  his  government  of  Scarborough  caftle  :  he  alfo  vacated  his 
feat  in  parliament,  and  only  retained  his  vice-admiralfhip,  as  a 
qualification  for  his  trial  by  a  court  martial,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  held  upon  him.  The  fame  began  on  the  twelfth  of  April, 
and  clofed  the  ,5th  of  May,  the  court  having,  after  two  days 
deliberation,  agreed  upon  their  fentence.  They  gave  it  as  their 
opinion,  that  his  conduct  and  behaviour,  on  the  27th  and  28th 
of  July,  were,  in  many  refpe£is,  highly  exemplary  and  merito- 
rious :  at  the  fame  time  they  could  not  hqlp  thinking  it  was  in- 
cumbent upon  him  to  have  made  known  to  his  commander  in 
chief  the  difabled  flate  of  his  fhip  the  Formidable.  Notwith- 
ftanding  his  omiffion  in  that  particular,  the  court  were  of  opini- 
on, that  he  was  not,  in  any  other  refpeS,  chargeable  with  mif- 
conducl  or  mifbehaviour  on  thofe  days,  and  therefore  acquit- 
ted him. 

Lord  Shuldam  and  commodore  Rowley  failed  from  Spithead, 
laft  December  the  2(5th,  with  their  refpefctive  fquadrons,  and  a 
convoy  of  near  300  fail.  His  Iqrdfhip  returned  after  feeing  the 
Weft-India  and  New-York  fleets  fate  to  the  diltance  of  226' 
leagues  from  the  Lizard  ;  and  the  commodore  proceeded  on  his 
voyage  to  reinforce  admiral  Byron.  On  the  8th  of  March,  ad- 
miral Hughes,  with  fix  fhips  of  the  line  under  his  command, 
having  the  Eaft  and  Weft-India  fleets  under  convoy,  failed  from 
St.  Helens  for  the  Eaft-Indies,  accompanied   by  feveral  other 

me* 
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men  of  war,  fome  in  different  fervices,  and  others  to  return  after, 
attending  the  merchantmen  to  a  certain  latitude. 

The  following  accounts  have  been  received  from  the  Well- 
Indies. 

[1778. J  While  the  Marquis  de  Bouille  was  engaged  in  re- 
ducing Dominica,  admiral  Barrington,  with  two  Ihips  of  the 
line  and  fome  frigates,  lay  at  Barbadoes,  waiting  merely  for  in— 
flructions  which  he  had  been  ordered  to  expect  at  that  place, 
and  which  were  not  yet  arrived.  It  was  the  French  declaration 
of  war,  publifhed  at  Martinico,  that  fir  ft  informed  him  of  hofti- 
hties.  The  lofsoftwo  of  Sir  Peter  Parker's  frigates,  taken  by 
the  French  on  the  coaft  of  Hifpaniola,  proved  alfo  the  earlicft 
mean  of  conveying  intelligence  to  that  admiral,  as  well  as  to  the 
government  of  Jamaica,  where  he  was  ftauoned,  that  a  war  had 
actually  commenced. 

No  fooner  did  admiral  Barrington  receive  information  of  the 
invafion  of  Dominica,  than  he  difpenfed  with  the  violation  of 
his  orders,  and  proceeded  to  its  intended  relief.  He  was  too 
late,  as  theconqueft  was  but  the  work  of  a  day  :  his  fmall  fqua- 
dron,  however,  removed  the  panic  which  had  fpread  through 
the  neighbouring  iflands,  and  effectually  curbed  the  further  en- 
terpriieS  of  the  enemv. 

Count  d'Eftaing  failed  from  Bofton,  and  commodore  Hotham 
with  the  troops  under  gen.  Grant  from  Sandy-Hook,  each  on 
the  fame  day  lor  the  Welt-Indies.  Both  fleets  were  equally  in- 
volved in  a  gale  of  wind  while  on  their  paftage.  The  French 
were  greatly  difperfed,  which  probably  faved  ihe  Britilh  convoy 
from  the  danger  of  encountering  an  unequal  force,  fleering  un- 
known to  the  commodore  the  like  courfe  with  himfeif.  The  re- 
lative Situation  of  the  fleets  was  a  fecret  to  both  commanders  : 
out  they  were  fo  near  on  the  28th  of  November,  that  a1  Britifh 
brigantine  with  four  horfes,  fell  into  the  hands  of  d'Eltaing. — 
'Hie  commodore's  fleet  was  the  moft  numerous  ;  but  he  had  the 
IkilJ  and  happinefs  of  keeping  them  together  during  the  gale, 
and  of  getting  the  ftart  of  the  count,  fo  as  to  arrive  without  any 
other  lofs  than  that  of  the  brigs  at  Barbadoes,  where  he  joined 
admiral  Barrington  on  the  10th  of  December. 

An  expedition  for  the  reduction  of  St.  Lucie,  was  immediate- 
ly undertaken  without  fu  Serins  the  troops  to  land.  Within  two 
days  they  failed  for  the  llkuul  ;  and  the  referve  of  the  armv,  con- 
fining of  the  5th  regiment,  with  the  grenadiers  and  light  infan- 
try of  the  who'e,  under  gen.  Meadows,  landed  at  the  grand  Cul 
de  Sac  On  the  33th  m  the  evening.  That  officer  immediately 
pufhed  forward  with  his  detachment,  to  the  heights  on  the  norh 
hue  of  the  bay,  which  were  occupied  bv  the  French  comman- 
dant 
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dant  with  the  regular  forces  and  militia.  Thefe  pods  he  foon 
forced.  While  this  was  doing,  gen.  Prefcot  landed  with  five 
regiments,  with  which  he  guarded  the  environs  of  the  bay,  and 
puihed  on  advanced  pofts,  fo  as  to  preferve  a  communication 
during  the  night  with  the  referve.  When  morning  appeared, 
the  referve,  fupported  by  Pretcot,  advanced  and  took  poileifion 
ofthefmall  capital  of  Morne  Fortune.  The  chevalier  de  Mi- 
coud  made  what  defence  he  was  able,  but  was  compelled  by  the 
fuperiority  of  force,  to  retire  from  one  poll  to  another,  as  the 
Britiih  pre  fled  forward.  Prefcot  took  poffeffion  of  the  batteries 
and  pofts  in  the  rear  of  the  referve  as  they  advanced.  Meadows 
pufhed  forward  under  the  heat  of  a  burning  fun,  and  poflelied 
himfelf  of  the  Viergie,  which  commanded  the  north  fide  of  the 
Careenage  harbour  ;  and  Sir  Henry  Calder,  with  the  four  re- 
maining battalions,  guarded  the  landing  place,  kept  up  the  com- 
munication with  the  fleet,  and  fent  detachments  to  occupy  feve- 
ral  pofts  on  the  mountains,  which  looked  down  upon  and  com- 
manded the  fouth  fide  of  the  grand  Cul  de  Sac. 

The  laft  French  flag  on  thofe  pofts,  which  were  in  fight 
among  the  neighbouring  hills,  was  fcarcely  ftruck,  when  count 
dEftaing  appeared  in  view  of  the  fleet  and  army  with  a  prodi- 
gious force.  Befide  his  original  fquadron  of  twelve  Ihips  of  the. 
line,  he  was  accompanied  by  a  numerous  fleet  of  frigates,  priva- 
teers, and  tranlports,  with  a  land  force  eftimated  at  9000  men. 
The  count  intended  the  reduction  of  Barbadoes,  the  Grenades, 
and  St.  Vincents.  In  his  way  to  the  firft,  where  he  expected 
to  have  found  Barrington  with  only  two  line  of  battle  fhips  and 
a  few  frigates,  he  received  intelligence  of  the  attack  on  St.  Lu- 
cie, which  he  might  confider  as  a  circumftance  that  feemed  to 
throw  the  whole  Britiih  force  by  fea  and  land,  an  eafy  prey  into 
his  hands.  In  all  human  probability,  this  mult  have  been  the 
inevitable  event,  had  he  arrived  twenty-four  hours  fooner  :  but 
the  day  being  far  advanced,  he  deferred  his  operations  till  the 
enfuing  morning.  During  the  night,  adm.  Barrington  exerted  all 
his  power  m  getting  the  tranfports  warped  into  the  bottom  of  the 
bay,  to  be  as  remote  from  danger  as  polhble,  and  the  Ihips  of  war 
brought  into  their  refpettive  ftaiions,  lb  as  to  form  a  line  effectu- 
ally to  cover  its  entrance  ;  which  was  ftill  further  fecured  by  a 
battery  on  the  louthern,  and  another  on  the  northern  oppofite 
points  of  land.  His  force  confided  of  a  74,  a  70,  two  64,  and 
two  jo  gun  ihips,  befide  three  frigates.  In  the  morning,  [Dec.  15.J 
the  count  flood  in  with  his  whole  fleet  for  the  Careenage,  appte- 
henduig  that  the  Britiih  had  not  poffeffion  of  that  part  of  the 
iiland.  A  well  directed  fire,  which  his  own  fhip  received  from 
one  of  thofc  batteries  that  had  fo  lately  changed  mailers,  con- 
vinced 
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vinced  him  of  his  miftake,  and  made  him  bear  away  with  his 
fleet  and  tranfports.  He  was  apparently  difconcerted  and  at  a 
lofs  how  to  act ;  but  after  much  hefitation,  bore  down  with  ten 
fail  of  the  line  upon  the  Britifh  fquadron,  juft  before  noon.  He 
met  with  fo  warm  a  reception  from  the  fhips  and  batteries,  that 
after  a  while  he  drew  off.  About  four  o'clock,  he  made  a 
irefh  attack  with  twelve  fhips  of  the  line  ;  which  was  better  fup- 
ported  and  longer  continued  than  the  fir  ft.  The  French  cannun- 
ade  concentrated  within  a  narrower  direction,  and  was  heavier 
than  before ;  but  this  effort  was  not  more  effectual  than  the  for- 
mer. The  count's  fleet  fell  into  evident  confufion,  and  retired 
from  action  with  great  lofs.  On  the  following  day  he  plied  to 
the  windward,  and  anchored  in  the  evening  off  Grofs  Iflet,  about 
two  leagues  to  the  northward.  The  night  and  the  next  morn- 
ing he  ipent  in  landing  his  troops  in  Choc  bay,  between  Grofs 
Iflet  and  the  Careenaoe.  The  fame  time  was  employed  by  the 
Britifh  admiral  in  preparing  for  every  poflible  future  event. 
General  Meadows  with  the  referve,  was  nearly  {hut  up  in  the 
peninfula  of  the  Viergie  ;  for  by  hi;  di  tance  and  fituation,  as 
well  as  the  decided  fuperiorky  of  the  enemy,  he  was  totally  cut 
off  from  the  fupport  of  the  main  body,  any  further  than  what 
might  be  derived  from  thofe  batteries  commanding  the  land  ap- 
proaches to  the  Viergie,  which  that  poffeffed.  The  good  effect: 
of  thofe  pofitions,  which  had  been  taken  by  the  Britiih  on  their 
firft  landing,  became  now  apparent  to  both  armies.  The  cha- 
grin and  difappointment  of  the  French  was  great,  when  alter 
landing  they  difcovered  that  Sir  H.  Calder's  brigade  was  in  pol- 
feflion  of  the  mountains  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  grand  Cul  de  Sac  : 
for  the  bombarding  of  the  Britifh  fleet  from  thole  heights  was  one 
great  object  they  had  in  view  ;  which,  from  the  ftrong  pofitions 
taken  by  that  brigade,  was  unattainable  without  a  general  engage- 
ment by  fea  and  land,  the  iffue  of  which  the  French  were  not  as 
vet  for  trying.  They  determined  upon  directing  their  firft  effort 
feparately  againft  Meadows.  [Dec.  18.]  For  this  purpofe,  about 
,5000  of  their  bell  troops  were  drawn  out,  and  advanced  in  three 
columns  to  attack  the  Britifh  lines,  reaching  acrofs  the  Ifthmus, 
which  joins  the  Peninfula  to  the  continent.  The  right  was  led 
by  count  d'Eflaing,  the  centre  by  Mr.  Lovendahl,  and  the  left  by 
the  marquis  d'Bouille.  The  remainder  of  their  troops  were 
kept  difengaged  to  watch  the  motions  of  Prefcot's  brigade,  and  to 
check  any  attempt  to  fuccour  Meadows.  On  the  near  ap- 
proach of  the  columns,  they  were  enfiladed  with  great  effect  by 
the  aforementioned  batteries ;  however,  they  rufhed  on  to  the 
charge  with  great  impetuofity,  fupported  the  conflict  with 
aiuch  refolutionj  and  fuffered   confiderably  before  they  were 

entirely 
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entirely  repulfed. As  ioon  as  they  bad  recovered   their 

breath  and  order,  they  renewed  the  attack  with  the  fame 
eagernefs  as  before  ; — and  were  encountered  with  the  fame 
determined  refolution.  Though  they  fuffered  feverely  in  thefe 
two  attacks,  they  again  rallied,  and  returned  to  the  charge  the 
third  time.  The  affair  was  now  foon  decided.  They  were  totally- 
broken,  and  obliged  to  retire  in  the  utmoft  confufion,  leaving 
their  dead  and  wounded  in  the  power  of  the  viftors.  Gen.  Mea- 
dows was  wounded  in  the  beginning  of  the  a£Hon,  but  would 
not  quit  the  field,  nor  have  the  affiftance  of  the  furgeons,  tilt 
the  matter  was  decided.  The  French  while  employing  their 
troops  by  land,  attempted  a  diverfion  by  fea,  which  had  fo  little 
effecl:  as  to  deferve  no  further  notice.  Their  lofs  was  fpur  hun- 
dred killed  upon  the  fpot,  five  hundred  defpcrately  wounded  fo 
as  to  be  incapable  of  fervice,  and  fix  hundred  more  flightiy 
wonnded  :  the  whole  amounting  to  a  number  considerably  fuperi- 
or  to  thofe  whom  they  had  encountered. 

Count  d'Eflaing  continued  ten  davs  longer  on  the  ifland 
without  making  further  attempts,  and  then  relinquifhed  a  con- 
tell  which  had  only  manifeiled  the  courage  of  the  French, 
without  yielding  any  profit.  He  embarked  his  troops  on  the 
night  of  the  twenty-eighth,  and  on  the  following  day  abandoned 
the  ifland  to  its  deftiny.  He  was  not  out  of  fight,  when  the 
chevalier  de  Micoud,  with  the  principal  inhabitants,  offered 
to  capitulate  and  had  favorable  conditions  granted  them,  which 
were  figned  on  the  30th.  Admiral  Byron  arrived  off*  St.  Lucie 
the  6th  of  January. 

When  the  late  Jaw  in  favor  of  the  Englifh  Roman  Catholics 
was  pafTed,  a  defign  was  formed  of  extending  it  to  Scotland, 
which  was  violently  oppofed.  The  oppofition  originated  in 
Glafgow,  the  inhabitants  of  which  are  almofl  all  on  the  fide  of 
adminiftration  in  the  American  conteft*.  The  general  indig- 
nation againft  the  defign  ihowed  itfelf  in  the  different  riots  that 
happened  at  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow  in  February.  In  the  me- 
tropolis, an  attack  was  made  f  Feb.  3. j  upon  a  new  houfe,  h\ 
which  the  principal  popifh  clergyman  or  bifhop,  with  four  other 
families  of  the  fame  perfuafion  dwelt,  and  in  which  a  room,  was 
laid  out  for  a  chapel,  about  34  feet  long.  The  houfe  was  fet  on 
fire,  and  the  flames  continued  until  noon  of  the  following  day.— 
The  inhabitants  with  difficulty  efcapcd  alive.  During  the  4e- 
molition  of  this  "  main  pillar  of  popery, "'  as  it  was  called,  a  de- 
tachment from  the  main  body  of  the  people  retorted  to  the  old 
chape.I.  Tiie  houfe  containing  it  was  inhabited  by  feveral  fami- 
lies (agreeable  to  cuflom,  and  the  nature  of  many  buildings   in 

that 

♦  Dr.  J«hn  Er.ltce**  C  nSdcr.tioaj  »n  theS/ritof  Faj etjt  p.  :x. 


44©        The    HISTORY    of    the  [A.  D.  ijyg. 

that  city)  whofe  property  and  effefls,  as  well  as  the  infide  of  the 
houfe  and  chapel,  were  totally  deftroyed,  together  with  a  confi- 
derable  library  belonging  to  the  popifli  bifhop.  The  rioters  af- 
terward directed  their  violence  again  11  the  papifts  in  other  parts 
of  the  town,  and  totally  dellroyed  the  ftock  in  trade  and  effeBs 
of  two  or  three  tradefmen  of  that  profeftion.  One  or  two  ladies 
of  falhion  of  that  communion  were  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the 
caftle.  They  at  length  concluded  upon  the  punilhment  or  de- 
ftruclion  of  thefe  gentlemen,  of  whatever  rank  or  religion,  who 
had  been  fuppofed  to  favor  the  late  defign  of  obtaining  a  relaxati- 
on of  the  laws  againft  papifts.  Their  fir  ft  fury  was  pointed  aaain  ft 
Dr.  Robertfon  the  celebrated  hiftorian,  and  to  that  of  Mr.  Crofbie, 
an  eminent  advocate.  The  mob  found  the  houles  of  thefe  gen- 
tlemen fo  well  armed,  and  guarded  with  fo  determined  a  refo- 
lution  by  their  numerous  friends,  that  they  proceeded  not  to  ex- 
tremities, but  retired  without  any  further  outrage  than  the 
breaking  of  fome  windows.  The  magiftrates  did  not  exert  them- 
felves  for  the  fupprefiion  of  the  riots,  till  the  laft  day  of  the 
week.  The  conduft  of  the  magiftrates  in  Glafgow  was  widely 
different.  The  populace  made  their  firft  and  principal  attack 
[Feb.  9.]  upon  Mr.  Bagnal,  an  Englifh  papift  from  Stafford  (hire, 
who  had  for  feveral  years  eftablifhed  and  conducted  a  confidera- 
ble  manufactory  of  ftone  ware.  They  burnt  his  houfe,  totally 
deftroyed  all  the  works  for  carrying  on  his  bufinefs,  and  obliged 
him  and  his  family  to  fly  to  the  fields  for  their  lives.  But  the 
meafures  purfued  by  the  magiftrates  and  principal  inhabitants 
foon  reftored  order  and  fecurity.  Mr.  Bagnal  was  alfo  fpeedily 
acquainted,  that  he  mould  be  reimburfed  for  every  part  of  his 
Joffes  to  the  utmoft  farthing.  Toward  the  end  of  March  the  ci- 
tizens of  Edinburgh  agreed  to  make  full  reftitution  to  the  fuffer- 
ers  in  that  city.  Through  this  religious  combuftion ,  and  the  cir- 
cumftances  attending  it,  adminiftration  have  loft  that  firm  hold 
of  the  temper  and  difpofition  of  the  people  in  Scotland,  which 
perhaps  nothing  elfe  could  have  loofene-d. 

The  Britifh  crujfers  feized  and  carried  into  port  the  Dutch 
veffels  bound  for  France,  when  laden  with  either  naval  ftores  or 
fuppofed  French  property.  The  merchants,  owners  and  infur- 
ers,  complained  to  their  high  mightineffes,  by  whofe  order  a 
memorial  was  prefented  to  the  Britifh  court  which  was  far 
from  having  the  defired  effeft.  The  anfwer  propofed  the  purcha- 
fing  of  the  naval  ftores,  the  paying  of  the  freight,  and  the  in- 
demnifying the  proprietors ;  but  expreffed  a  determination  to 
prevent,  as  much  as  poflible,  all  naval  and  military  ftores  be- 
ing tranfported  into  the  French  ports,  accompanied  however 
with  an  ailurance,  that  all  poflible  regard  for  the  rights  of  their 

high 
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high  mightinefTes  fhould  be  exercifed,  and  that  the  ftipulations 
and  fpirit  of  the  treaties  between  the  king  and  their  high  mighti- 
nefTes would  be  adhered  to  in  the  ftrongefl  manner  as  Jar  as  it 
JJwuld  be  practicable — of  which  the  Britifh  court  would  be  judges. 
The  merchants  of  Dort,  Rotterdam  and  Amfterdam    not  be- 
ing fatisfied  with  the  anfwer,  petitioned  their  high  mightinefTes 
for   redrefs  againfl  the  Britifh  treatment  of  their  flag,  and  the 
violences  committed  againfl  their  property.     The  States  Gene- 
ral concluded  upon  fuch  meafures  as  fhould  meet  the  wifhes   of 
the  petitioners,  and  determined  upon  an  augmentation  of  the  fleet 
for  their  protection.  Sir  Jofcph  Yorke,  after  that,  on  the  22d  of 
lafl  November,  propofed  in  a  memorial  by  his  fovereign's  order  a 
conference  with  their  high  mightinefTes  upon  what  was  moft  pro- 
per to  be  done  refpe&ing  the  articles  of  complaint.     The  States 
General  declined  the  offer,  and  infilled  upon  the  literal  and  flricl: 
obTervance  of  the  treaty  between  them  and  Great-Britain.     The 
French  king  had  in  a  regulation  of  the  preceding  July,  concern- 
ing the  navigation  of  neutral  vefTels,  referved  to  himfelf  the  pow- 
er of  revoking  the  advantages  granted  by  the  hxft  article,  in  cafe 
the  belligerent  powers  fhould  not  grant  the  like  within  the  fpace 
of  fix  months.     The  like  not  being  granted  on  the  part  of  Bri- 
tain, the  king  ordered  fuch  revocation,  with  refpe£f.  to  the  fub- 
je£ts  of  the  Dutch  republic ;  but  excepted  the  cities  of  Amfter- 
dam and  Haerlem,  becaufe  of.  their  patriotic  exertions  to  perfuade 
the  republic  to  procure  from  the  court  of  London  the  fecurity  of 
unlimited  liberty  to  their  flag.     This  meafure  was  confidered  by 
that  court,  as  defigned  to  caufe  the  republic  to  quarrel  with  Great- 
Britain,  and  occafioned  the  prefentment  [April    9.]  of  a  me- 
morial by  Sir   Jofeph  Yorke,  in  the  name  of  his   fovereign,  to 
the  States  General;  in  which  the  literal  and  Uriel  obfervance  of 
the  treaty    infifted  upon  by  them  is  pronounced  incompatible 
with  the  Tecurity  of  Britain,  and  contrary  to  the  fpirit  and  ftipu- 
lations  of  all  tfie  former  treaties  between  the  two  nations.     His 
majefty  alfo  declares  in  it,  that  he  cannot  depart  from  the  necef- 
Tity  he  is  under  of  excluding  the  tranfportation  of  naval  ftores  to 
the  ports  of  France  and  particularly    timber,  even    if  they    are 
efcorted  by  men  of  war ;  but  flatters  himfelf,  that  he  fhall  never 
be  obliged  to  take  other  meafures  toward  the  republic,  than  thofe 
which  friendfhip  and  good  harmony  may  dictate. 

The  capture  of  the  Dutch  vefTels  occafioned  a  great  dearth  of 
naval  Ttores  at  Breff,  To  that  the  repair  of  count  d'Orvilhers' 
fleet  has  been  exceedingly  hindered.  The  Ville  de  Paris,  which 
fuffered  much  in  the  engagement  with  admiral  Keppel,  will  not 
be  ready  for  fea,  much  before  the  time  for  the  fleet's  failing.  Till 
V01..  II.  3  K  April 
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April  there  was  not  a  mall  fit  for  her  in  all  Breft  *,  A  number4 
of  ftore  fhips  however  got  in  from  Holland,  fo  that  about  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year,  feveral  fmall  fquadrons  were  prepared  and 
Hipped  out  from  different  ports  nearly  at  the  fame  time;  one  un- 
der Mr.  de  Graffe  for  Martinico,  to  reinforce  count  d'Eftaing. 
Another  under  the  marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  with  a  land  force,  fail- 
ed for  Africa,  and  has  taken  the  Briiiih  forts,  fettlements,  fac- 
tories and  property,  at  Senegal  and  other  parts  of  that  coaft. 

[1778.]  The  Englifh  Eaft-India  company,  forefeeing  aftual 
hoftilities,  refolved,  very  foon  after  the  delivery  of  the  French 
refcript,  on  a  bold  and  decifive  meafure,  for  the  final  reduction 
of  the  French  power  in  India,  and  conducted  the  bufinefs  with 
unufual  fecrecy.  Their  inftruftions  were  happily  conveyed  with 
uncommon  expedition,  and  preparations  were  immediately  made 
for  befieging  Pondicherry.  Gen.  Munro  inverted  the  fortrefs 
clofelyon  the  21  ft  of  laft  Auguft,  with  an  army  of  10,500  men, 
including  1500  Europeans.  But  before  this  had  taken  place, 
there  was  a  warm  engagement  between  Sir  Edward  Vernon,  with 
a  fmall  fquadron,  and  Monfieur  Tronjolly,  commanding  the 
like,  in  which  the  French  were  fo  roughly  handled,  that  to  efcape 
a  fecond  aft  ion  they  abandoned  the  garrifon  to  their  fate  on  the 
day  Pondicherry  was  inverted.  The  garrifon  amounted  to  near 
3000  men,  of  which  900  were  Europeans.  They  were  com- 
manded by  Mr.  de  Bellecombe,  who  difputed  every  point  of  his 
ground,  and  perfevering  to  the  laft  extremity  in  a  determined  and 
noble  defence,  held  out  to  the  16th  of  Oftober.  An  honor- 
able capitulation  was  allowed  in  teftimony  of  the  garrifon's  gal- 
lantry, and  every  requisition  that  did  not  interfere  with  the  pu- 
blic benefit  was  agreed  to.  The  faftories  at  Chandenagor,  Ya- 
man,  and  Karical,  with  the  fettlement  at  Mafulipatam,  had  been 
reduced  before  the  capitulation. 

[May  1,  1779.J  The  New- York,  Quebec,  and  Newfound- 
land fleets,  to  the  number  of  300,  under  the  convoy  of  admiral 
Arbuthnot,  failed  from  Spithead  :  the  admiral,  with  a  fqua- 
dron of  men  of  war  and  a  number  of  tranfports,  is  bound  to 
New- York. 

*  Advocate  M'l "s  Political  Memo;rs. 
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Roxbury,  Augujl  5,  1779. 

THE  difafters  which  followed  the  American  arms,  after  the 
landing  of  the  Britifh  in  Georgia,  roufed  the  South-Caroli- 
nians vigoroufly  to  oppofe  the  extenfion  of  their  conquefts.  By 
an  almoft  unanimous  voice  they  chofe  John  Rutledge,  efq;  their 
governor ;  and  to  him  and  his  council  was  delegated,  by  the  le- 
giflalure,  power  "  to  do  every  thing  that  appeared  to  him  and 
them  neceffary  for  the  public  good,"  In  execution  of  this  truft  a 
body  of  militia  were  affembled,  ftationed  at  Orangeburgh  near 
the  centre  of  the  itate,  and  kept  in  conftant  readinefs  to  march 
whitherfoever  the  public  fervice  ;equired.  The  governor  fent 
orders  to  gen.  Williamfon,  and  direfted  him  to  pufh  parties  into 
Georgia,  and  deltroy  all  the  cattle,  horfes,  provifions  and  carri- 
ages they  fhould  meet  with  in  that  (late.  [April  16.]  Gen  Lin- 
coln, in  a  letter,  remarked  upon  the  order,  as  affe£ting  alike  the 
innocent  and  guilty,  the  aged  and  infirm,  &c.  and  concluded 
with  faying — "  As  nothing  but  a  conviftion  that  it  is  an  indifpen- 
fable  duty,  would  have  led  me  to  the  difagreeable  tafk  of  making 
the  above  remarks,  fo  I  fhall  avoid  at  prefent  any  other,  how- 
ever my  own  feelings  may  have  been  hurt."  The  order,  if  at 
all  needful,  fhould  have  gone  from  the  continental  general,  whom 
congrefs  had  empowered  to  command  in  that  department.  He 
in  a  letter  of  the  preceding  day,  wrote  to  the  prefident  of  con- 
grefs, "  We  have  lately  exchanged  fome  prifoners,  thofe  who 
have  come  out  are  in  a  moll  miferable  condition,  few  of  them 
fit  for  fervice.  Their  treatment  on  board  the  prifon  (hips,  and 
the  meafures  adopted  to  oblige  them  to  renounce  their  allegiance 
to  the  United  States,  and  engage  them  in  the  Britifh  fervice, 
have  been  cruel  and  unjuftifiable,  many  inlifted  with  them — ma- 
nv  are  dead — and  others  in  a  weak  dying  ftate." 

[April  19.]  A  council  of  war  was  held  at  the  general's  head 
quarters  at  Black-fvvamp,  when  it  was  agreed — "  That  as  the. 
number  of  militia  in  camp,  with  thofe  at  gen.Williamfon's  camp, 
and  500  promifed  from  Orangeburgh,  and  700  from  North-Ca- 
rolina now  in  the  ftate,  amounted  to  5000  men  ;  they  would 
collecl:  the  remainder  near  to  Augufta  (after  leaving  1000  here 
and  at  Puryfburgh)  and  crofs  the  Savannah,  take  fome  ftrong 
ground  in  Georgia,  prevent  the  enemy's  receiving  fupplies  from 
the  back  parts  of  the  country,  circumfcribe  them  within 
narrow  limits,  and  prevent  their  junction  with  the  unfriendly  and 

the. 


444         The   HISTORY   of    the  \A.  D.  1779. 

the  favages,  in  Georgia  and  in  the  back  parts  of  this  ftate." — - 
The  general   began  his   march,   [April  23.]  leaving   at  Black- 
fwarop  and  Puryfburgh,  the  gth  and  part   of  the  2d  regiment 
of  South-Carolina,  and  about  800  militia  under  gen.  Moultrie. 
When  the  American  army  was  150  miles  up  the  Savannah,  gen. 
Prevoft  availed  himfelf  of  that  moment,  and  crofTed  over  to  Pu- 
ryfburgh with  2400  men :  he  had  befide  a  confiderable  body  of  In- 
dians. The  flrft  night  after  entering  Carolina,  he  made  a  forced 
inarch  in  hope  of  attacking  Moultrie   at  Black-fwamp,  but  was 
three  hours  too  late.     The  latter  had  changed  his  quarters,  and 
being  joined  by  col.  M'Intofh's  party,  which  had  made  a  timely 
retreat  from  Purvfburgh,  took  poft  at  Tulyfinny  bridge,  to  pre- 
vent the  further  incurfion  of  the   Britifh,  and  to  keep    between 
them  and  Charleftown.     Gen.  Lincoln,  on  information  of  thefe 
movements,  [May  1.]  immediately  detached  300  chofen  conti- 
nental troops  to  reinforce  Moultrie,  left  he  mould  be  miflaken 
in  his  idea,  that  Prevoft  only  intended  a  feint  to  divert  him  from 
his  general  plan  ;  in  purfuit  of  which  he  crofted  the   Savannah 
near  Augufta,  and  marched  for  three  days  down  the  country  to- 
ward the  capital  of  Georgia.     But  being  informed  by  Moultrie's 
letters  of  the  4th  and  5th,  that  his  number  of  men  was  greatly 
diminifhed  by  the  defertion  of  the  militia,  and  that  he  was  oblige 
ed  to  retire  before  the  enemv,  Lincoln  re-crofted  the  river  and 
country,  as  faft  as  poflible,  to  come  up  with  Prevoft.     Moultrie 
had  no  cavalrv  to  check  the  advancing  foe  ;  who  met  with  fcarce 
any  other  interruption  in  their  march,  than  the  deftruftion  of  all 
the  bridges  by  the  retreating  Americans.     The  abfence  of  the 
main  army  under  Lincoln,  the  retreat  of  Moultrie,  the  plunder- 
ing and  devaftations  of  the  invaders,  and  above  all  the  dread  of 
the  royal  auxiliaries,    the  Indians,    dififufed    a    general    panic 
among  the  inhabitants,  and  induced  many  to  apply  to  the  Britifh 
for  protection,     The  facility  with  which  their  army  proceeded 
through  the  cpup.try,  added  to  the  repeated  fuggeftions   of  the 
friends   to   royal  government,  who  pofitively   aflured  Prevoft, 
that  Charleftown  would  certainlv  furrender  at  his  approach,   in- 
duced him  to  change  his  original  plan,  and  pufh  for  that  place. 
Had  he  defigned  it  at  firft,  and  continued  his  march   with   the 
fa'.ne  rapidity  he  began  it,  he  would  probablv  have  carried  the 
town  by  <%  coup-de-main  ;  but  he  halted  two  or  three  days  ;  when 
advanced  more  than  half  the  diftance.     In  this  interval  the  lieut. 
governor  and  the  council  made  the  greateft  exertions  to  fortify 
it  on  the  land  fide.     All  the  houfes   in  the  fuburbs  were  burnt. 
Lines  and  abbatis  were  in  a  few  days   carried  from  Afliley  to 
Cooper  rivers.     Cannon  were    mounted    at    proper  intervals 
acrofs  the  whole  extent  of  Charleftown   neck.     The  militia  of 
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the  vicinity  were  fummoned  to  the  defence  of  the  place  ;  and 
they  generally  obeyed.  Gen.  Moultrie's  retreating  army,  gov. 
Rutledge's  militia,  from  Orangeburgh,  and  the  detachment  of 
chofen  continental  troops  under  col.  Harris,  which  marched 
near  fortv  miles  a  day  for  four  days  fucceflively,  all  reached 
Charleftown  on  the  9th  and  10th  of  May. 

[May  11.]  Nine  hundred  of  the  Britiih  army,  their  main  body 
and  baggage  being  left  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Afhley  river,  croffed 
the  ferry,  and  foon  appeared  before  the  town.  The  fame  day 
count  Pulafki's  legionary  corps  of  infantry  croffed  Cooper  river 
to  Charleftown.  They  had  fcarcely  arrived  two  hours,  when 
he  led  80  of  them  out  of  the  lines,  and  ftationed  them  in  a  val- 
ley behind  a  fmall  breafl-work,  with  the  view  of  drawing  the 
Britifh  into  an  ambufcade.  He  advanced  a  mile  beyond  his  in-  , 
fantry,  and  joined  a  party  of  regular  horfe,  and  mounted  mili- 
tia volunteers,  and  with  that  force  engaged  the  Britifh  cavalry 
for  a  while,  and  then  retreated  to  his  infantry  ;  who  from  an 
eagernefs  to  engage  had  quitted  their  breaft-work,  and  fo  ren- 
dered abortive  the  advantage  of  the  intended  ambufcade,  and 
were  by  fuperior  numbers  compelled  to  retreat.  Pulafki,  how- 
ever, by  discovering  the  greateft  intrepidity,  and  by  fuccefsful 
perfonal  rencounters  with  individuals  of  the  Britifh  cavalry,  had 
a  confiderable  influence  in  difpelling  the  general  panic,  and  in 
introducing  military  fentiments  into  the  minds  of  the  citizens. — 
Major  Huger,  a  diftinguifhed  officer,  while  commanding  a  party 
without  the  lines,  was  killed  at  night,  through  miftake,  by  his 
countrymen.  That  the  town  might  not  be  carried  by  furprife 
or  a  fudden  affault,  tar-barrels  were  lighted  up  in  front  of  the 
works.  Its  defence  refted  on  the  exertions  of  3300  men,  the 
greater  part  of  whom  were  militia,  wholly  unacquainted  with 
military  operations.  General  Lincoln  was  marching  with  all 
expedition  for  its  relief,  but  his  timely  arrival  was  dubious,  and 
the  crifis  extremely  hazardous  ;  a  propofition  was  therefore  made 
by  the  civil  authority  to  gen.  Prevoft — "  That  South- Carolina 
would  remain  in  a  ftate  of  neutrality,  till  the  clofe  of  the  war, 
and  then  follow  the  fate  of  its  neighbours,  on  condition  the  royal 
army  would  withdraw."  The  Britifh  commander  rejected  this 
advantageous  offer,  alledging  that  he  did  not  come  in  a  Iegifla- 
tive  capacity  ;  and  infilted,  "  That  as  the  garrifon  was  in  arms, 
they  mould  furrender  prifoners  of  war  :"  upon  this  they  pre- 
pared for  fuftaining  an  immediaie  affault,  but  Prevoft  fearing  the 
confequences,  declined  making  it.  Some  days  after,  he  took 
anexprefs  coming  from  Lincoln:  upon  reading  it  and  difcover- 
ing  the  movements  and  intentions  of  the  latter,  he  cried  out 
aloud,  that  he  expecled  to  be  between  two  fires,  and  precipitate- 
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\y  quitted  his  ground,  re-croffed  Afhley  river,  and  to  avoid 
Lincoln's  army,  now  in  his  rear,  filed  off  from  the  main  land  to 
the  iflands  on  the  fea  coaft.  Both  armies  encamped  within  30 
miles  of  Charleftown,  watching  each  other's  motions  till  the  20th 
of  June,  when  a  part  of  the  Britifh  army  intrenched  at  Stono 
ferry  was  attacked.  By  a  preconcerted  plan,  a  feint  was  to  have 
been  made  from  James  ifland  with  a  body  of  militia  from 
Charleftown,  at  the  moment  when  gen.  Lincoln  began  the  at- 
tack from  the  main  ;  but  from  mifmanagement  they  did  not 
reach  theirplace  of  deftination  tijl  feveral  hours  after  the  aftion. 
The  American  army  confided  of  about  1200  men,  only  half 
continentals,  who  were  ported  on  the  left,  while  the  North  and 
South-Carolina  militia  occupied  the  right.  Col.  Malmedy  led 
a  corps  of  light  infantry  on  the  right,  and  Jieut.  col.  Henderfon 
on  the  left.  The  Virginia  militia  and  the  cavalry  formed  a  corps; 
of  referve.  The  Britifh  force  confifted  of  6  or  700  men.  They 
had  redoubts,  with  a  line  of  communication,  and  field  pieces, 
advantageoufly  ported  in  the  intervals,  and  the  whole  fecured 
with  an  abbatis.  That  they  might  be  harraffed,  or  lulled  into  fe- 
curity,  they  were  alarmed  by  fmall  parties,  for  feveral  nights 
preceding  the  attion.  When  the  attack  was  made,  two  compa- 
nies of  the  71ft  regiment  fallied  out  to  fupport  the  picquets. — 
Henderfon  ordered  his  light  infantry  to  charge  them,  on  which 
they  in ftantly  retreated  :  only  nine  of  them  got  fafe  within  their 
lines.  All  the  men  at  the  Britifh  field  pieces,  between  their  re- 
doubts, were  either  killed  or  wounded.  The  attack  was  conti- 
nued for  an  hour  and  twenty  minutes,  and  the  affailants  had  ma- 
nifestly the  advantage  ;  but  the  appearance  of  a  reinforcement,  to 
prevent  which  the  feint  from  James  ifland  was  intended,  made  a 
retreat  neceffary.  The  whole  garrifon  fallied  out  on  the  Ame- 
ricans :  their  light  troops,  however,  fo  effe&ually  retarded  the 
Britifh,  that  they  not  only  retreated  with  regularity,  but  brought 
off  their  wounded  with  fafety.  Lincoln  loft  in  killed  and  wound- 
ed, 146,  befide  155  miffing.  This  attack  accelerated  the  re- 
treat of  the  enemy,  who  with  great  affiduity  and  fatigue, 
paffed  over  from  ifland  to  ifland  until  they  arrived  at  Beaufort, 
from  whence  they  had  an  open  and  free  communication  with, 
Georgia  by  water,  whither  moft  of  them  went,  leaving  a  fuffici- 
ent  garrifon  under  col.  Maitland. 

This  incurfion  into  South-Carolina  added  much  to  the 
wealth  of  the  officers,  foldiers  and  followers  of  the  camp,  and 
ftill  more  to  the  diftreffes  of  the  inhabitants.  The  negroes,  allur- 
ed with  hopes  of  freedom,  repaired  in  great  numbers  to  the  roy- 
al army;  and  to  recommend  themfelves  to  their  new  mafters, 
discovered  where  their  owners  had  concealed  their  property, 

It 
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It  is  fuppofed  that  the  Britifh  carried  out  of  the  Hate  about 
3000  flaves,  many  of  whom  were  fhipped  off  and  fold  in  the 
Weft-Indies;  but  the  inhabitants  loft  upward  of  4000,  each 
worth  on  an  average  about  fifty-fix  pounds  fterling.  Several 
hundreds  of  them  died  of  the  camp  fever;  and  numbers  laboring 
under  difeafes  and  afraid  to  return  home,  perifhed  in  the  woods. 
The  royal  army  alfo  plundered  the  planters  of  feveral  rice  bar- 
rels full  of  plate.  They  fpread  over  a  confiderable  extent  of 
country,  and  fmall  parties  vifited  every  houfe,  flapping  it  of 
whatever  was  moft  valuable,  and  rifling  the  inhabitants  of  their 
money,  rings,  jewels  and  other  perfonal  ornaments ;  and  yet  what 
was  deftroyed  by  the  foldiers  was  fuppofed  to  be  of  more  value 
than  what  they  carried  off.  The  devaftations  committed  by 
them  were  fo  enormous,  as  that  a  particular  relation  of  them 
would  fcarcely  be  credited  by  people  at  a  diftance,  though  the 
fame  would  be  attefted  by  hundreds  of  eye-witneffes.  It 
will  be  nearly  as  difficult  to  credit  another  fpecies  of  depredati- 
on which  certain  Americans  have  committed  upon  gen.  Walh- 
ington's  property.  His  debtors  have  been  difcharging  in  paper 
currency  (at  the  rate  of  a  (hilling  in  the  pound,  through  the  de- 
preciation) bonds,  which  ought  to  have  been  paid  him,  and 
would  have  been  realized  before  he  left  Virginia,  but  for  his  in- 
dulgence. Seven  thoufand  pounds  "fterling  would  not  compen- 
fate  the  loffes  he  might  have  avoided  by  remaining  at  home, 
and  attending  a  little  to  his  own  concerns.  *  Alas  !  what  is  virtue 
come  to  !  What  a  miferable  change  has  four  years  produced  in 
the  temper  and  difpofition  of  many  of  the  fons  of  America!  It 
almoft  furpafles  belief. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  difpatched  Sir  George  Collier  and  general 
Matthews,  with  about  2000  men  befide  500  marines,  to  make  a 
defcent  upon  Virginia.  They  failed  for  Portfmouth,  and  upon 
their  arrival  landed  the  troops  at  a  diftance ;  then  marched  and 
took  immediate  poffeftion  of  the  town  [May  10. J  which  was 
defencelefs.  The  remains  of  Norfolk  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
river  fell  of  courfe  into  their  hands.  On  the  approach  of  the 
fleet  and  army  the  Americans  burnt  feveral  veffels ;  others  were 
faved  and  poffeffed  by  the  Britifh.  The  guards  were  pufhed  for- 
ward 18  miles  by  night  to  Suffolk,  where  they  arrived  by  day 
light,  and  proceeded  to  deftroy  a  magazine  of  provifions,  toge- 
ther with  the  veffels  and  naval  ftores  found  there.  A  fimilar  de- 
ftru£tion  was  carried  on  at  Kemp's  landing,  Gofport,  Tanner's 
Creek,  and  other  places  in  that  quarter ;  nor  were  the  frigates  and 
armed  veffels  lefs  aftive  or  fuccefsful  in  their  fervice.  Within  the 
fortnight  that  the  fleet  and  army  continued  upon  the  coaft,  the  lofs 
-of  the  Americans  was  prodigious.  Above  130  veffels  of  all  fprts,  in- 
cluding 
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eluding  fome  privateers  and  fhips  of  force,  were  deftroyed  or  ta- 
ken by  them  ;  17  prizes  were  brought  away,  befide  3000  hogfheads 
of  tobacco,  which  fell  into  their  pofleflion  at  Portfmouth.     Ex- 
cept the  houfe  of  a  widow   and  the  church,  they  burnt   every 
houfe  in  Suffolk ;  and  all  the  principal  houfes  of  gentlemen  in 
their  route  fhared  the  fame  fate.     The  Virginia  aflembly  refolv- 
ed,  "  that  the  governor  be  required  to  remonitrate  to  the  Bri- 
tifh  commander  againft  fuch  a  cruel  and  unprecedented  manner 
of  waging  war,  not  authorized  by  any  civilized  nation  :"  but  a 
fufficient  military  force  to  back  it  was  wanting.     The  fleet  and 
army,  with  their  prizes  and  booty,  arrived  fafe  at  New- York 
before  the  expiration  of  the  month.     The  troops  were  joined  to 
others  going  up  the  North  river  to  attack  the  polls  of  Stoney- 
point  and  Verplank,  where  the  Americans  had   begun  to  con- 
ftrucl  flrong  works,  for  keeping  the  lower  communication  open 
between  the  eaftern  and  fouthern  ftates.     Gen.  Vaughan  landed 
with  the  greater  part  on  the  eaft  fide :  while  the  remainder,  ac- 
companied by  Sir  H.  Clinton,  advanced  further  up,  landed  on 
the  weft  fide,  and  took  pofleflion  of  Stoney-point  without  oppo- 
fition.     Direclly  oppofite,  the  Americans  had  completely  finifh- 
ed  a  ftrong  fort,  which  was  defended  by  four  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  aganifon  of  about  70  men.     But  it  was  commanded  by  Sto- 
ney-point; to  the  fummit  of  whofe  rocks  cannon  and  mortars 
were  dragged  up  during  the  night.     By  five  in  the  morning,  a 
battery  was  opened,  which  poured  a  ftorm  of  fire  over  on    the 
fort :  while   Vaughan  with  his  divifion,  making  a  long  circuit 
through  the  hills,  arrived,  and  clofely  invefted  it  by  land.     The 
gairifon  finding  themfelves  totally  overpowered,    furrendered 
prifoners  of  war.     Sir  H.  Clinton  moving  his  main  body  up  the 
North  river,  occafioned  the  American  army's  moving  from  their 
encampment    at  Middle-Brook  toward  Weft-point,  for  which 
they  were  in  no  fmall  apprehenfion,  the  gairifon  being  few,  and 
the  fort  not  completed.    Sir  H.  Clinton  gave  immediate  directi- 
on for  perfecting  the  works  of  both  pofts,  and  particularly  for 
pufting  Stoney-point  in  the  ftrongefl   itate  of  defence :  for  their 
better   fupport,  and  with  a  view  to  further  operations,  he  en- 
camped his  army  at  Philipfburgh,  about  half  way  down  the  river 
to  New- York  ifland.     By  the  lofs  of  thefe  pofts,  the  Jerfey 
people  were  obliged   to  make  a  circuit  of  about  ninety  miles 
through   the  mountains,  to  communicate  with  the  ftates  eaft  of 
Hudfon's  river. 

We  muft  here  fufpend  our  account  of  the  operations  un- 
der the  direction  of  Sir  Henry,  and  attend  to  very  different  ex- 
peditions. 

One 
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One  was  ordered  to  be  fet  on  foot  by  lieut.  governor  Hamil- 
ton of  Detroit,  who  was  to  be  joined  in  the  fpring  of  this  year" 
by  two  hundred  Indians  from  Ntechilimainoi,  and  500  Chero- 
kees  and  Chickafaws,  and  other  nations  :  thefe  were  to  penetrate 
up  the  Ohio  to  Fort  Pitt,  fweeping  Kentucky  on  their  way,  hav- 
ing light  brafs  cannon  for  the  purpofe.  He  was  to  be  joined  by 
all  the  Indians  that  could  be  procured ;  and  had  no  doubt  of 
forcing  all  Weft  Augufta.  Deftruclion  from  every  quarter 
feemed  to  hover  over  the  Virginia  back  fettlers.  Col.  Clarke 
hearing  that  Hamilton  (who  had  taken  poft  at  St.  Vincent  on 
the  15th  of  laft  December,  and  had  fortified  the  fame  to  be  rea- 
dy for,  and  favor  the  expedition)  had  weakened  himfelf  by  fend- 
ing away  his  Indians  againft  the  frontiers,  formed  the  defperate 
refolution  of  attacking  him,  as  the  only  probable  expedient  for 
faving  the  country.  After  many  difficulties  he  arrived  [Feb. 
23.]  unexpectedly  to  the  enemy,  and  made  an  aflault.  The 
town  immediately  furrendered,  and  aflifted  in  the  fiege  of  the 
fort.  The  next  day  Hamilton  in  the  evening,  agreed  to  furren- 
<ier  the  garrifon  prifoners  of  war,  in  all  79,  with  confiderable 
ftores.  Clarke  had  marched  acrofs  the  country  with  only  130 
men,  being  all  he  could  raife.     He  was    16  days  on  his   route, 

through  the  inclemency  of  the  feafon,  drowned  lands,  &c. 

While  engaged  with  Hamilton,  an  Indian  party,  who  had  been 
to  war,  returned,  knowing  nothing  of  him  and  his  men  ;  Clarke 
fent  a  number  to  give  them  battle,  took  nine  of  them,  and  re- 
leafed  two  prifoners.  Hearing  of  a  convoy  of  provifions  and 
goods  on  their  way  from  Detroit,  he  detached  a  party  of  60  men 
in  armed  boats,  which  met  them  before  they  got  intelligence  o£ 
their  danger  40  leagues,  up  the  river,  and  made  a  prize  of  the 
whole,  taking  40  prifoners,  and  about  io,oool.  worth  of  goods 
and  provifions.  By  Clarke's  attacking  Hamilton,  the  intended 
expedition  of  the  enemy  was  ruined.  The  colonel,  on  his  return 
tranfmitted  to  the  Virginia  council,  letters  and  papers  relating  to 
lieut.  gov.  Hamilton,  Philip  Dejain,  juftice  of  peace  for  Detroit, 
and  William  Lamothe,  capt.  of  volunteersrwhom  he  had  made 
prifoners  of  war  in  the  Illinois  country. 

[June  16.]  The  board  proceeded  to  conftder  them;  and 
found  that  Hamilton  had  incited  the  Indians  to  perpetrate  their 
accuftomed  cruelties  on  the  citizens  of  the  United  States — had 
at  the  time  of  his  captivity,  fent  confiderable  detachments  of  In- 
dians againft  the  frontiers,  and  had  aftually  appointed  a  great 
council  of  them  to  meet  him,  and  concert  the  operations  of  the 
prefent  campaign — and  that  he  gave  Handing  rewards  for  fcalps. 
It  alfo  appeared  to  them,  that  Dejain  was,  on  all  occafions,  the 
willing  and  cordial  inftrument  of  Hamilton ;  and  that  Lamothe 
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was  a  captain  of  the  volunteer  fcalping  parties  of  Indians  and 
whites.  They  therefore  refolved  to  advife  the  governor,  that 
they  fhould  be  put  in  irons,  confined  in  the  dungeon  of  the  pub- 
lic jail,  debarred  the  ufe  of  pen,  ink  and  paper,  and  excluded 
all  converfe,  except  with  their  keeper,  being  confideredas  fitfub- 
jeefs  on  which  to  begin  the  work  of  retaliation.  The  gov.  gave 
orders  accordingly. 

[April  19.]  Colonel  Goofe  Van  Schaick  marched  from 
Fort  Schuyler  toward  Onondaga  on  Lake  Ontario,  which  he  de- 
ltroyed  with  a  large  quantity  of  grain,  cattle,  horfes,  arms  and 
ammunition,  except  fuch  as  he  could  conveniently  bring  off. — 
Twelve  Indians,  moftly  warriors,  were  killed,  and  34  made  pri~ 
foners,  the  reft  fled  to  the  woods.  This  expedition  was  per- 
formed in  about  five  days  and  a  half,  (the  diftance  going  and 
returning  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles)  and  without  the  lofs  of 
a  fingle  man. 

The  Britilh  generals  were  divided  upon  the  fubjeft,  whether 
or  no  to  carry  on  a  predatory  war  againit  the  Americans.  They, 
fent  home,  and  fubmitted  it  to  the  miniflry,  who  determined  in 
favor  of  wafte  and  rapine.  After  which,  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  for- 
warded to  gov.  Trumbull  and  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs, 
letters  dated  Paris,  April  6,  1779,  mentioning — "  I  have  re- 
ceived intelligence,  that  it  isjuft  determined  in  the  Britifh  cabi- 
net, to  fend  over  immediate  orders  to  New-York  for  an  expedi- 
tion through  the  Sound  up  Connecticut  river.  The  enemy  are 
to  land  at  Weathersfield,  and  proceed  by  land  to  New-Haven 
bay,  where  they  are  to  embark,  after  having  plundered,  burnt, 
and  deftroyed  all  in  their  way."  A  member  of  the  committee 
wrote  to  his  correfpondent,  on  the  16th  of  July,  "Arthur  Lee 
had  intelligence,  on  the  6th  of  April,  of  the  defign  upon  Fair- 
field, but  contrary  winds  and  captures  of  his  originals,  have  pre- 
vented our  getting  fcafonable  warning."  Sir  H.  Clinton  having 
received  the  minifterial  inflruclions,  proceeded  in  conformity  to 
the  fpirit  of  them,  only  varying  circumftances  fo  far  as  that  re- 
quired. Sir  George  Collier,  with  the  neceffary  fhips  of  war 
and  tranfports,  and  gov.  Tryon  at  the  head  of  2600  land  forces, 
feconded  by  gen.  Garth,  were  appointed  to  the  predatory  expe- 
dition. While  in  the  Sound,  the  commanders  joined  in  an  addrefs 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Connefficut,  which  they  figned  on  the  4th 
of  July.  In  that  they  invited  and  urged  them  to  return  to  their 
duty  and  allegiance  ;  and  promifed  all,  remaining  peaceably  in 
their  ufual  place  of  refidence,  protection  in  perfon  and  proper- 
ty, excepting  the  civil  and  military  officers  of  the  government ; 
but  threatened  thofe  who  flighted  the  warning.  The  addrefs  was 
merely  farcical,  for  inftead  of  leaving  them  to  confult  eack  other 
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upon  the  invention,  as  they  ftated  it,  they  employed  force  before 
the  people  had  time  to  confult  each  other  after  the  invitation 
was  received. 

[July  5.]  The  troops  were  landed  early  on  Monday  morn- 
ing, thofe  under  Tyron  at  Eaft-Haven,  and  thofe  under  Garth 
at  Weft-Haven.  The  laft  marched  for  New-Haven,  which 
they  entered  between  twelve  and  one,  after  being  much  harrafl- 
ed  and  galled  on  their  way  by  the  militia,  and  others  who  join- 
ed them.  The  town  was  delivered  up  to  promifcuous  plunder, 
a  few  inftances  of  protection  excepted.  Whigs  and  tories,  in.* 
difcriminately,  though  not  univerfally,  had  their  money,  plate, 
rings  and  other  articles  taken  from  them;  and  much  of  their  fur- 
niture, which  could  not  be  carried  off,  was  wantonly  deftroyed  ; 
« — all  the  Weft-India  goods  and  provifions  were  ferved  the  fame. 
In  fuch  fcenes  of  confufion,  individuals  could  not  efcape  perfon- 
al  abufe.  The  militia  were  collecting  in  fuch  a  manner,  and 
the  foldiers  had  got  fo  difordered  by  liquor,  that  the  next  morn- 
ing the  troops  made  a  fudden  retreat,  without  tarrying  to  execute 
the  original  defign  of  burning  the  town,  or  even  to  fire  a  fingle 
houfe  in  it.  When  they  had  provided  for  their  own  fafety,  they 
ventured  to  burn  fome  ftores  on  the  long  wharf.  At  Eaft-Ha- 
ven, where  Tyron  commanded  in  perfon,  feveral  houfes  were 
burnt,  the  cattle  alfo  were  wantonly  killed  in  the  adjoining  fields. 
By  the  afternoon,  the  militia  became  fo  numerous,  and  crowded 
fo  clofe  upon  him,  that  he  retreated  on  board  the  fleet,  which  in 
the  evening  failed  for  Fairfield.  [July  7.]  There  the  troops,  lan- 
ded about  three  o'clock  on  Wednefday  afternoon.  As  they  an- 
chored off  the  town  in  the  morning,  the  militia  had  fome  little 
|ime  for  colle&ing.  Gov.  Tryon  fent  by  a  flag  to  col.  Whiting, 
who  commanded  them,  the  addrefs  ;  and  gave  him  an  hour's 
time  to  confider  and  to  anfwer,  fo  as  to  fave  the  town,  The 
colonel  replied  in  behalf  of  the  Connefticut  inhabitants,  "  The 
flames  have  now  preceded  their  anfwer  to  your  flag,  and  they 
will  perfift  tooppofe  to  the  utmoft,  that  power  which  is  exerted 
againft  injured  innocence;"  dated  7th  July,  fun-fet.  That 
night  and  the  next  morning,  they  plundered  and  laid  the  town  in 
afhes,  burning  the  meeting-houfe,  epifcopal  church,  and  the  build- 
ings in  general,  to  the  compafs  of  two  miles  round,  fo  as  to 
reach  Green-farms,  though  not  Greenfield.  On  the  Thurfday 
they  retreated  to  their  {hipping,  the  militia  becoming  more  nu- 
merous than  at  New-Haven.  They  croffed  the  Sound  to  the 
{hore  of  Long  Ifland  ;  and  from  thence  failed  afterward  to  Nor- 
walk,  whofe  fate  was  fimiliar  to  that  of  Fairfield.  The  numbers 
killed  and  wounded  on  each  fide  during  thefe  ravages  were  in- 
confiderable.     But  the  conflagration  lift  Hands  thus — burnt  at 
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Norwalk  2  houfes  of  public  worfhip,  80  dwelling  houfes,  87 
barns,  22  ftores,  17  fhops,  4  mills  and  5  veffels — at  Fairfield  2 
houfes  of  public  worfhip,  82  dwelling  houfes,  55  barns,  15  ftores 
and  1,5  {hops — -at  Green-farms  1  houfe  of  worlhip,  15  dwelling 
houfes,  1 1  barns  and  feveral  ftores — befide  the  ftores  burnt  at 
Nesv-Haven  and  the  houfes  at  Eafl-Haven.  The  prevailing  hu- 
manity of  my  countrymen,  will  not  relifh  thefe  depredations  in 
their  genuine  appearance,  the  accounts  therefore  tranfmitted  or 
publifhed,  mull  be  drefTed  up  fo  as  to  make  them  palatable  with 
the  public  :  but  be  allured,  that  the  burnings  were  defigned,  and 
without  fufficient  provocation,  both  as  to  private  and  public 
buildings ;  fome  of  the  latter,  and  many  of  the  former,  were  to 
my  knowledge  not  near  to,  but  even  at  a  confiderable  diftance 
from  other  edifices. — That  gen.  Tryon  was  not  averfe  to  engaging 
in  fuch  a  fervice  as  Lee  mentioned  the  cabinet  to  have  determined 
upon,  is  inferred  from  the  animofity  he  has  to  thofe  who  are  at- 
tached to  the  American  caufe.  He  was,  however,  flopped  from  all 
further  progrefs,  by  an  order  from  Sir  H.  Clinton  for  the  return 
of  the  fleet  and  tr®ops.  Some  real  or  expected  movement  in  the 
American  army  might  produce  fuch  an  order. 

No  fooner  did  gen.  Wafhington  obferve  how  Sir  H.  Clinton 
had  ftreng;hened  the  polls  of  Stony-point  and  Verplank,  than  he 
entertained  the  defign  of  attacking  them.  Toward  the  end  of 
June,  he  ordered,  that  a  trufly  intelligent  perfon  fhould  be  em- 
ployed to  go  into  the  works  of  the  firft :  and  on  the  8th  of  July, 
he  was  informed  by  a  deferter,  that  there  was  a  fandy  beach,  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  it,  running  along  the  flank  of  the  works,  and  on- 
ly obftru£ted  by  a  flight  abbatis,  which  might  afford  an  eafy  and 
fafe  approach  to  a  body  of  troops.  He  formed  plans  for  at- 
tacking both  pofls  at  the  fame  inflant  ;  the  executions  of  which 
■were  intrufled  with  gen.  Wayne  and  gen.  Howe.  All  the 
Maifachufetts  light  infantry  marched  from  Weft-point  under 
lieut.  col.  Hull,  in  the  morning  of  the  15th,  and  joined  Wayne 
at  Sandy-beach,  14  miles  from  Stony-point.  The  general  mo- 
ved off-the  ground  at  twelve  o'clock.  The  roads  being  exceed- 
ingly bad  and  narrow,  and  the  troops  having  to  pafs  over  high 
mountains,  through  difficult  defiles  and  deep  moraffes,  were  obli- 
ged to  move  in  fingle  files  the  greatefl  part  of  the  way.  This, 
and  the  great  heat  of  the  day,  occafioned  fuch  delay,  that  it  was 
eight  in  the  evening  before  the  van  arrived  within  a  mile  and  a  half 
of  the  enemy,  where  the  men  formed  into  columns,  and  remain- 
ed till  feveral  of  the  principal  officers,  with  gen.  Wayne,  return- 
ed from  reconnoitring  the  works.  At  half  after  eleven  o'clock, 
the  whole  moved  forward,  the  van  of  the  right  confifting  of  150 
volunteers,  under  lieut,  col.  Fleury,  the  van  of  the  left,  confift- 
ing 
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ing  ot  100  volunteers,  under  major  Stewart,  each  with  unloaded 
mufkets  and  fixed  bayonets,  preceded  by  a  brave  and  determin- 
ed officer,  with  twenty  picked  men,  to  remove  the  abbatis  and 
other  obftruclions.  The  laft.and  the  overflowing  of  the  morafs 
in  front,  by  the  tide,  prevented  the  aifault's  commencing  till  about 
20  minutes  after  twelve.  [July  16.J  Previous  to  it,  Wayne  plac- 
ed himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  right  column,  and  gave  the  troops 
the  mod  pointed  orders  not  to  fire  on  any  account,  but  place 
their  whole  dependence  on  the  bayonet,  which  order  was  faith- 
fully obeyed.  Such  was  the  ardor  of  the  troops  that,  in  the 
faceofamofl  tremendous  and  incefTant  fire  of  mufketry,  and 
from  cannon  loaded  with  grape  fhot,  they  forced  their  way  at 
the  point  of  the  bayonet,  through  every  obftacle,  and  both  co- 
lumns met  in  the  centre  of  the  enemy's  works  nearly  at  the  fame 
inflant.  Fleury  flruck  their  ftandard  with  his  own  hand.  Not- 
withflanding  the  provocations  given  by  the  plunderings  and 
burnings  at  New-Haven,  Eaft-Haven,  Fairfield  and  Green-farms, 
of  which  they  had  heard,  fuch  was  the  humanity  of  the  continen- 
tal foldiers,  that  they  fcorned  to  take  the  lives  of  the  foe  calling 
for  mercy,  fo  that  there  were  but  few  of  the  enemy  killed  upon 
the  occafion.  Great  is  the  triumph  of  the  Americans  upon  the 
fuccefs  of  this  enterprife ;  and  juflly,  for  it  would  have  done  ho- 
nor to  the  moft  veteran  troops.  Wayne  had  but  15  killed,  and 
83  wounded,  not  above  30  of  whom  will  be  finally  loft  to  the 
fervice.  The  general  himfelf  received  a  flight  wound  in  the 
head  with  a  mufket  ball ;  but.it  did  not  prevent  his  going  on  with 
the  troops ;  and  he  is  not  included  in  the  wounded.  The  ene- 
my had  only  63  killed.  Lieut,  col.  Johnflon,  who  commanded 
the  fort,  with  other  officers  and  privates,  amounting  to  543,  were 
madeprifoners. 

The  attack  upon  Verplank,  intrufted  with  gen.  Howe,  mif- 
carried  partly  through  delays  occafioned  by  high  winds,  whicb 
prevented  the  timely  tranfportation  of  artillery  ;  but  chiefly 
through  the  troops  neglecling  to  take  axes  with  them.  The  ene- 
my, upon  their  approach,  broke  down  all  the  bridges,  and  there- 
by cut  off  the  communication  by  land.  Before  Howe  could  re- 
ceive the  means  for  conftrtifting  temporary  bridges,  Sir  H. 
Clinton  marched  up  troops  enough  to  fave  the  place.  Gen  Wafli- 
ington  not  being  in  fufficient  force  to  hold  pofleffion  of  Stony- 
point,  refolved  upon  the  removal  of  the  cannon  and  ftores,  and 
upon  the  deftru&ion  of  the  works  ;  which  were  accomplished 
with  all  difpatch.  About  a  week  before,  a  certain  officer,  whofe 
Ration  gave  him  the  opportunity  of  catching  deferters  from  the 
American  camp,  was  fo  enraged  at  their  being  very  numerous, 
that  he  informed  the  general  he  would  cut  off  the  head  of  the 
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next  that  fell  into  his  hands :  the  general  wrote  immediately,  and 
prohibited  fuch  execution  ;  but  it  had  taken  place  before  the  let- 
ter was  received,  and  the  head  was  forwarded  to  general  Wath- 
ington.  He  was  fhocked  at  receiving  it,  and  alfo  greatly  alarm- 
ed from  an  apprehenfion  of  its  exciting  a  general  difguft  and  un- 
eafinefs  among  the  people  at  large,  mould  it  be  known.  Ex- 
prefs  orders  were  given  to  the  officer  to  conduct  himfelf  proper- 
ly for  the  future  :  his  raflinefs  was  afterward  atoned  for  in  mea- 
fure,  by  his  contributing  much  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprife 
againft  Stoney-point. 

[July  26,]  Congrefs  unanimously  refolved  upon  thanks  to 
'  gen*  Wafhington,  for  the  vigilance,  wifdom,  and  magnanimity, 
with  which  he  had  conducted  the  military  operations  of  the  ftates, 
and  manifefted  particularly  in  his  orders  for  the  above  enterprife* 
They  alfo  thanked  gen.  Wayne  for  his  brave,  prudent,  and  foldi- 
erly  conduft,  in  his  fpirited  and  well  conducted  attack.  They 
highly  commended  the  coolnefs,  difcipljne  and  firm  intrepidity 
of  the  officers  and  foldiers.  They  took  proper  notice  of  lieut. 
col.  Fleury  and  major  Stewart  ;  and  warmly  applauded  lieut. 
Gibbons  and  lieut.  Knox,  who  led  on  the  forlorn  hope,  and  pre- 
ceded the  vans  of  the  two  columns,  and  gave  to  each  a  brevet  of 
captain.  They  further  refolved,  that  a  medal  emblematical  of 
the  action  be  (truck,  and  that  one  of  gold  be  prelented  to  gen, 
Wayne,  and  a  filver  one  to  both  Fleury  and  Stewart ;  and  that 
the  value  of  the  military  ftores  taken,  be  afcertained  and  divided 
among  the  troops,  by  whom  Stoney-point  was  reduced. 

Being  brought  to  mention  congrefs,  let  me  detail  fome  of  their 
further  proceedings. 

The  firfl  commiflary  general,  col,  Jofeph  Trumbull,  is  no 
more  ;  his  deceafe  has  been  thought  to  have  been  brought  on  by 
the  proceedings  of  congrefs  relative  to  him  :  they  however  re- 
folved, [March  30.]  that  with  great  care,  induftry,  labor  and 
attention,  he  inftituted  a  plan  by  which  the  army,  during  his 
continuance  in  office,  was  amply  fupplied  with  much  ceconomy, 
and  to  general  fatisfa£tion  ;  and  that  certain  allowances  mould 
be  made  for  the  benefit  of  his  legal  reprefentatives.  They  re- 
folved, [April  20.3  "  That  fufpicions  and  animofities  have  arifen 
among  the  late  and  prefent  commiffioners,  namely,  Dr.  B.  Frank- 
lin, Mr.  Silas  Deane,  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  Mr.  Ralph  Izard,  and 
Mr.  William  Lee,  highly  prejudicial  to  the  honor  and  intereft 
of  the  United  States.  It  was  refolved,  [April  27.]  that  the  pre- 
fident  inform  the  commander  in  chief,  that  if  he  wants  fpecie 
for  fecret  fervices,  he  may  draw  to  the  amount  of  2000  guineas 
upon  the  treafurer,  who  will  pay  the  fame.  Bills  prepared  by 
the  committee  of  the  treafurv  on  doctor  Franklin,  in  favor  of 

the 
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the  committee  of  commerce,  for  the  fum  of  360,000  livres  tour- 
nois,  for  the  purpofe  of  importing  military  ftores,  were  ordered 
to  be  figned  by  the  prefident  ;  and  it  was  refolved,  [June  10.J 
'*  That  the  fait^i  of  the  United  States  be  pledged  to  make  good 
any  contract  or  engagement  which  ihall  be  entered  into  by  their 
minifter  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  France,  for  procuring 
money  or  credit  to  enable  him  to  honor  the  faid  bills,  and  pro- 
vide for  their  punctual  difcharge."  The  next  day  it  was  agreed 
to  borrow  twenty  millions  of  continental  dollars,  at  an  intereft: 
of  fix  per  cent,  per  annum.  Three  days  after,  it  was  refolved 
upon  the  report  of  a  committee,  "  That  congrefs  are  fatisfied 
with  the  conduft  of  doclor  John  Morgan,  while  afting  as  di- 
rector general  and  phyfician  in  chief  in  the  general  hofpitals  of 
the  United  States ;  and  that  this  refolution  be  publifhed/'  [June 
14.]  Congrefs  in  a  letter  of  congratulation  to  his  moft  Chriftian 

majefty  on  the  birth  of  a  princefs,  fay  among  other  things 

"  Permit  us  to  requeft  the  favor  of  your  majefty  to  oblige  us 
with  portraits  of  yourfelf  and  royal  confort,  that  by  being  placed 
in  our  council  chamber,  the  reprefentatives  of  thefe  ftates  may 
daily  have  before  their  eyes  the  firft  royal  friends  and  patrons  of 
their  caufe."  They  in  another  letter  requeft  his  majelly  to  fur- 
nifh  them  with  the  neceflary  fupplies  of  arms,  ammunition  and 
clothing,  the  eftimate  of  which  their  minifter  was  to  lay  before 
him,  and  they  pledged  the  faith  of  the  ftates  for  the  repayment 
with  intereft,  of  whatever  fums  may  be  advanced  for  the  pur- 
pofe, as  foon  as  the  reftoration  of  peace  fhall  enable  them. 

[July  12. J  The  minifter  of  France  had  a  conference  with 
congrefs  in  a  committee  of  the  whole.  He  introduced  the  con- 
ference by  faying,  that  he  had  received  fome  difpatches  from 
his  court,  which  he  was  ordered  to  communicate  to  congrefs, 
but  that  he  expected  no  anfwer  : — that  though  it  was  not  the- 
ufual  praftice  to  offer  communications  of  this  nature  in  writing, 
yet  as  it  had  been  intimated  to  him  by  the  prefident,  that  this 
mode  would  be  moft  agreeable  to  congrefs,  he  had  committed 
the  heads  of  them  to  paper,  not  as  a  memorial,  but  merely  for 
the  afliftance  of  the  memory,  in  a  form  to  which  the  term  of 
ad  /latum  legendi  is  appropriated  by  the  ufage  of  the  courts  of 
Europe  : — that  in  reading  the  faid  paper,  he  would  take  the  li- 
berty of  making  fome  explanations  and  reflections. 

Ad /latum  legendi  delivered  by  the  minifter  plenipotentiary. 

1.  The  king  has  approved  all  the  overtures  which  were  made 
by  his  minifter  plenipotentiary  to  the  honorable  congrefs,  re- 
fpecHng  the  affairs  of  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais  ;  therefore  a  line 
ought  to  be  drawn  between  the  ftores  which  this  gentleman  has 
been  permitted  to  take  out  of  the  royal  magazines,  for  which  he 

has 
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has  conflituted  himfelf  debtor  to  the  department  of  war,  and  be- 
tween thofe  articles  which  the  fame  gentleman  has  bought  in  the 
way  of  common  trade  foi  the  ufe  of  the  United  States. 

2.  A  hint  having  been  given  to  the  minifter  plenipotentiary, 
that  congrefs  defire  to  recruit  their  (hips  in  Fiance  from  the 
Englifh  prifoners  there,  the  court  in  confequence  of  this  repre- 
fentation  is  willing  to  facilitate  this  mode  of  recruiting  fearnen. 

3.  The  king  and  miniftry  were  extremely  pleafed  with  the 
refolution  congrefs  has  taken  to  maintain  only  one  minifter  ple- 
nipotentiary at  their  court,  as  well  as  with  the  exclufive  appoint- 
ment of  fo  fteady  and  honeft  a  man,  and  fo  firm  and  folid  a  pa- 
triot as  do£ior  Franklin. 

4.  The  congrefs  has  given  a  very  great  fatisfa&ion  to  the 
court  of  France,  by  the  convenient  and  fpirited  flep  which  was 
taken,  to  difavow  a  certain  ill-grounded  and  pernicious  doftrine 
relating  to  the  mutual  obligation  of  the  allies  to  conclude  no 
truce  or  peace  without  the  knowledge  and  confent  of  each  other. 
The  court  of  France  is  of  opinion,  that  this  doftrine  could  only 
be  maintained  by  thofe  men,  whofe  aim  would  be  to  feek  by  any 
means  to  weaken  the  ties  of  the  alliance,  and  to  create  difguft 
and  diffidence  between  the  allies. 

5.  This  court  has  received  with  fome  furprife,  the  intelligence 
that  congrefs  has  publifhed  the  treaties  concluded  with  her,  with- 
out the  previous  knowledge  and  confent  of  the  interefled  party. 
It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  fuch  proceedings  is  but  little  confift- 
ent  with  reafon,  and  with  the  general  practice  of  courts  and  na- 
tions ;  neverthelefs,  this  obfervation  involves  not  any  kind  of 
reproach,  but  the  king  thinks  that  fo  noble  and  fo  generous  a 
fyftem  of  politics  could  not  but  produce  defirable  effe6ls  by  its 
publication. 

6.  The  intelligence  that  in  the  firfl  months  of  laft  winter,  there 
were  no  adequate  preparations  made  in  America  toward  a  vigor- 
ous and  fuccefsful  campaign,  was  received  at  Verfailles  with  all 
the  concern,  which  the  dangers  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
prolongation  of  the  prefent  contefl  can  create  in  the  mofl  friend- 
ly mind.  The  court  of  France  is  fully  of  opinion,  that  the  ex- 
ertions of  the  United  States  are  neceilary  to  bring  the  common 
enemy  to  a  proper  fenfe  of  all  the  difappointments  which  he  fhall 
meet  with. 

7  This  court  being  very  defirous  to  acquaint  congrefs  exaclly 
with  the  (late  of  affairs  relating  to  the  common  caufe,  would 
not  delay  to  inform  this  honorable  body,  that  the  court  of  Lon- 
don fhowing  on  one  fide  difpofitions  to  a  reconciliation  with 
France,  reje&s  on  the  other  fide  the  very  idea  of  a  formal  and 
explicit  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  the  United 

States, 
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states, which  his  mofl  chriftian  majefty  perfeveres  to  hold  up 
as  a  preliminary  and  eflential  condition.  The  behaviour  of  (he 
common  enemy  in  this  refpett,  rendered  a  great  deal  more  pro- 
ble  the  conjecture  which  was  communicated  to  congrefs  fome 
time  ago,  that  the  point  of  honor  and  pride  of  the  king  of  Eng- 
land, will  be  the  greatefl  obftacle  to  the  conclufion  of  the  peace 
upon  thofe  explicit  terms  :  and  perhaps  the  manner  of  overcom- 
ing this  difficulty,  will  of  courfe  become  tie  molt  decifive  ob- 
ject of  the  deliberation  of  congrefs,  when  this  honorable  body 
mall  determine  to  make  peace.  It  is  prefuppofed  Whatever mez0 
termine  may  be  hit  upon,  that  England  fhall  treat  with  the  Un-ted 
States  as  with  a  free  people,  and  evacuate  immediately  all  the  ter- 
ritories belonging  to  them. 

The  fubftance  of  what  the  minifler  faid  at  the  conference,  in 
explanation  of  the  feveral  foregoing  articles. 

1.  From  the  bills  and  accounts  with  which  congrefs  have  been 
furnifhed  by  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais,  congrefs  would  be  enabled 
to  diftinguifh  thofe  articles  which  were  drawn  from  the  royal 
magazines,  and  thofe  which  he  fupnlied  in  away  of  trade:  for 
thofe  la  ft  congrefs  would  without  doubt  make  remittances  to  Mn 
de  Beaumarchais  in  their  own  way,  to  enable  him  to  perform  the 
contracts  he  had  entered  into  as  a  merchant.  That  for  the  form- 
er articles,  the  king  his  mafter  taking  upon  himfelf  to  be  credit 
tor  to  the  United  States,  would  wait  until  the  congrefs  fhould 
find  it  convenient  to  make  compenfation. 

2.  Though  his  court  had  not  refolved  to  retaliate  upon 
the  prifoners  in  their  hands  for  injuries  done  to  prifoners  by 
the  common  enemy;  yet  for  the  reafons  affigned,  the  king 
his  mafter  had  affented  to  the  propofal ;  but  in  carrying  tliia 
matter  into  texecution,  it  would  be  proper  to  take  fuch.  pre* 
cautions,  and  to  give  fuch  orders  to  the  captains,  or  other 
perfons  employed  in  the  bufinefs,  that  it  might  be  managed  with 
prudence. 

3.  There  is  every  reafon  to  believe  that  congrefs  will  receive 
Very  foon  proofs  of  the  confidence  which  his  court  was  always 
willing  to  Ihow  to  the  fervants  of  thefe  ftates.  The  perfonal 
character  of  Dr.  Franklin  will  enable  the  court  to  aft  with  a 
franknefs  becoming  the  alliance  :  they  will  have  no  occafion  to 
withhold  any  more  the  fecrets  which  may  intereft  the  United 
States  and  the  alliance. 

4.  The  king  his  mafter,  after  this  explicit  ftep,  relies  with  the 
higheft  confidence  upon  the  candor  and  faiihiulnefs  of  congrefs, 
in  underflanding  as  well  as  in  executing  the  treaty,  and  in  re- 
jecting every  arbitrary  and  unnatural  interpretation  or  contracti- 
on, which  falfe,  fubtle  or  defigningmen  can  contrive.    Congrefs 
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by  their  own  feelings  muft  be  fenfible,  that  fuch  interpretations 
and  conftruclions  are  always  hurtful,  againft  common  decency 
and  dignity,  and  may  oftentimes  endanger  mutual  confidence, 
and  ofcourfe  the  very  exiftence  of  a  treaty  :  but  the  fenfe  of  con- 
g'.efs,  as  manifefted  in  this  particular  affair,  gives  his  court  the 
greateft  hope,  that  there  ihall  be  no  further  motive  to  the  painful 
reflections  which  that  affair  excited. 

5.  He  begged  leave  to  add,  that  this  publication  interfered 
with  the  fituation  of  affairs  in  Europe, and  was  in  a  certain  degree 
difadvantageous  to  the  common  caufe ;  becaufe  it  gave  the  com- 
mon enemy  a  full  knowledge  of  our  fyftem  and  our  mutual  en- 
gagements, without  procuring  us  any  reafon  to  g.uefs  at  their 
views  and  refolutions.  Happily  thefe  inconveniencies  have  not 
been  felt,  and  ample  computation  has  been  obtained  by  convinc- 
ing the  people  of  America,  not  only  that  the  treaty  was  juft  and 
equal,  but  that  the  heavy  tafk  which  France  has  taken  upon  her 
was  magnanimous,  gratuitous  and  without  reward :  the  whole 
woild  was  at  the  fame  time  convinced,  that  war,  conquefts,  and 
ambition,  were  not  the  objecls  of  the  alliance,  nor  of  any  of  the 
allies,  but  only  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  the  fovereignity, 
liberty,  fecurity  and  independence  of  thefe  United  States:  and 
this  conviction  gave  much  honor,  credit  and  confideration  to 
the  alliance. 

6.  On  this  he  observed,  that  lie  had  endeavoured  fince  the  lafl 
fall,  by  order  of  his  court,  to  imprefs  on  every  mind,  that  Eng- 
land will  never  evacuate  New-York  willingly  and  could  only 
be  brought  by  proper  exertions  on  the  part  of  America,  to  think 
ferioufly  of  granting  her  independence.  He  believed  that  con- 
grefs  had  adopted  a  fyftem  conformable  to  their  engagements 
and  the  fituation  of  affairs:  his  court  was  better  informed  than 
he  Was:  but  without  reflecting  on  pa  ft  events,  the  king  hopes 
his  amicable  apprehenfions  will  be  overcome  by  the  fuccefs  of 
the  campaign  ,  that  henceforth  the  United  States  will  follow  the 
example  fet  them  by  his  majeftv,  and  that  they  will  exert  them- 
felves  in  their  own  caufe,  as  his  majefty  exerts  himfelf  for  their 
fake  and  in  their  caufe  which  he  has  adopted. 

7.  He  faid,  that  he  was  authorized  to  tell  congrefs  in  confi- 
dence, that  this  reflection  is  the  refult  of  the  obfervations  which 
fhe  court,  of  Spain  made  upon  the  conduct  of  England, throughout 

3;cr   negociations  of   mediation  : That  the   Britifh   miniftry 

feem  to  be  folicitous  to  be  reconciled  with  France,  and  to  keep 
up  this  negociation  ;  that  from  thence  probable  hopes  may  be 
entertained  of  their  internal  difpoiition  to  peace;  but  at  the  fame 
time  they  rejecl  with  haughtinefs  the  formal  acknowledgment  of 
the  independence  inferlcd  by  France  ami  Spain.     New   orders 

have 
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have  been  given  to  the  Spanifh  ambaffador  at  London,  to  afcer- 
tain  as  nearly  as  poffible  thofe  difpofitions.     In  thefe   circum- 
flances  the  king  his  mailer  ordered  him  to  communicate  this  in- 
telligence to  the  United  States,  that  they  may  if  they  think  pro- 
per take  under  conhderation,  if  it   would  not  be  expedient   to 
give  their  plenipotentiary   inftruflions  and  full  powers,  founded 
upon  the  neceMity  of  the  conjunctures,  and  upon  the   treaty    of 
alliance,    the  exprefs  and  formal  terms  of  which  are,  thai  peace 
fhall  not  be  made   without  an  exprefs  or  tacit  acknowledgment 
of  the  fovereignty,  and  confequently  a   fortiori  of  the  rights  in- 
herent in    fovereignty,  as   well  as  of  the   independence  of   tiie 
Untied  States  in  matters  of  government  and    commerce.     This 
fubftantial  aliernative  in  an  engagement,  which  is  a  mere   gra- 
tui.ous  gift  without   any  compenfation  or  ftipulation,  ought  in- 
deed never  to  be  foigot  in  a  negociation  for  peace.    France  forc- 
faw  the  extreme  difficulties  a  formal  and  explicit  acknowledgment 
might  meet  with.     She  knew  by  her  own  experience  in  fimilar 
contefts,  in  which  fhe   has  been  deeply  concerned  refpeciing  the 
republic  of  Holland,  Genoa,  and  the  Swifs  Cantons,  how  tenaci- 
ous monarchsare,  and  how  repugnant  to  pronounce  the  humiliat- 
\ngjormula.     It  was  only  obtained  for  Holland  tacitly  after  a  war 
of  thirty  years,  and  explicitly  after  a  refinance  of  feventv.     To 
this  day  Genoa  and  the  Swifs  Cantons  have  obtained  no  renun- 
ciation, nor  acknowledgment  either    tacit  or  formal   from  their 
former  fovereigns;  but  they  enjoy    their   fovereignty  and   inde- 
pendence only    tinder  the  guarantee   of   France.      His  court 
thought  it  important  to  provide,  that  difficulties  of  this  nature, 
which  refide  merely  in  words,  fhould  not  delay  or  prevent  Ame- 
rica from  enjoying  the  thing  itfelf.     From  thefe   confiderations 
arofe  the  very  important   and  explicit   ilipulation  in  the  treaty, 
which  he  juft  now  related,  and  which  hath  received  the  fanction 
of  the  United  States.     The  circumftances  feem  already  fucli  as 
,call  for  the  application   of  the  alternative  of  tacit  or  explicit  ac- 
knowledgment.    All  thefe  confiderations  therefore  are  mention- 
ed, that  congrefs  may,  if  they  think   proper,  confider  whether 
the  literal  execution  of  the  treaty  in  this  point  is  not  become  ne- 
ceffary,  and  whether  the  fafety  and  happinefs  of  the  American 
people,  as  well  as  the  effential  principles  of  the  alliance,  are  not 
intimately  connected  with  the  refolutions  that  may  be  taken  on 
this  nabject  :  and  it  remains  with  the  prudence  of  congrefs  to  ex- 
amine, whether  inftrucfions  on    fome  particular  conditions  may 
riot  fruflrate  the  lalutary  purpofe  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  rela- 
tive to    a  tacit  acknowledgment,  which  the  fituation  of  affairs 
may  require,  "  In   thus   executing  the  orders,"  continued  he, 
*  I  have  received,  I  cannot  omit  obferving,  that  thefe  orders 

were 
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were  given  with  the  full  prefumption,  that  the  bufinefs  which  I 
laid  before  congrefs  in  Feb.  laft,  would  have  been  fettled  long  be- 
fore thefe  difpatches  lhould  come  to  my  hands.  ■  However  fen fibly 
my  court  will  be  difappointed  in  her  expectations,  I  (hall  add  no- 
thing to  the  information  and  observations,  which  with  the  warm-: 
ell  zeal  lor  the  intereft  and  honor  of  both  countries,  and  by  the 
duties  of  my  office  and  my  inftruclions,  I  found  myfelf  bound  to 
deliver  from  time  to  time  to  congrefs  in  the  courfe  of  this  bufi- 
nels.  Theapprehenfion  of  giving  new  matter  to  thofe  who  endea- 
vour to  call  blame  upon  congrefs  is  a  new  motive  for  me  to  remain 
filent.  I  beg  only  to  remind  this  honorable  body  of  the  aforefaid 
information  and  reflections,  and  particularly  of  thofe  which  I  had 
the  honor  to  deliver  to  an  aflembly  fimilarto  theprefent.  I  fhall 
onlvinfiftona  finglepoint  which  I  eftablilhed  then  and  finceinone 
of  my  memorials,  namely  the  manifell  and  ftriking  neceffity  of 
enabling  Spain,  by  the  determination  of  jufl  and  moderate  terms, 
to  prefs  upon  England  with  her  good  offices,  and  to  bring  her 
mediation  to  an  iffue,  in  order  that  we  may  know  whether  we 
are  to  expect  peace  or  war.  This  ftep  is  looked  upon  in  Europe 
as  immediately  neceffary.  It  was  the  proper  objeft  of  the  mef- 
iage  I  delivered  in  February  laft.  I  eftabhfhed  then  (in  a  pri- 
vate audience)  the  ftrong  reafons  which  require,  that  at  the  fame 
time,  and  without  delav,  proper  terms  fhould  be  offered  to  his  Ca- 
tholic majefty,  in  order  to  reconcile  him  perfectly  to  the  Ameri- 
can intereft.  I  did  not  conceal,  that  it  was  to  be  feared  that  any 
condition  inconfiilent  with  the  eftablifhment  of  the  alliance 
which  is  the  binding  and  only  law  of  the  allies,  and  contrary 
to  the  line  of  conduct  which  Spain  purfued  in  the  courfe  of  her 
mediation,  would  lead  her  to  drop  the  mediation,  and  prevent 
his  Catholic  majefty  by  motives  of  honor  and  faithfulnefs  from 
joining  in  our  common  caufe,  and  for  completing  the  intended 
triumvirate.  No  lofs,  no  unhappy  event  could  be  fo  heavy  upon 
the  allies  as  this.  Indeed  although  the  Britifh  forces  are  already 
kept  in  check  by  the  combined  efforts  of  prance  and  America, 
it  is  neverthelefs  evident  that  the  acceffion  of  Spain  only  can 
give  to  the  alliance  a  decided  fuperiority  adequate  to  our  purpo- 
fes,  and  free  us  from  the  fatal  chance,  that  a  fingle  unlucky 
event  may  overturn  the  balance." 

The  committee  then  taking  notice  of  what  the  miniftcr  had 
faid  concerning  a  tacit  cjjarance  of  the  independence  of  thefe  flates, 
requelled  to  know  his  fenfe  concerning  the  manner  in  which 
fuch  tacit  affurance  could  be  given  ;  to  which  he,  premiling  that 
what  he  lhould  now  fay  ought  to  be  confidered  only  as  his  pri- 
vate fentiments,  replied — That  the  Britifh  court  would  probably 
endeavour   to  avoid   an  exprefs  acknowledgment  by   imitating 

precedents 


A.D.  1779.]    AMERICAN    REVOLUTION.    46i 

precedents  that  had  occurred  in  Europe  on  fimilar  occafions, 
inftancing  in  the  cafe  of  the  Swifs  Cantons,  and  of  the  United 
Provinces  of  Holland  ;  that  the  mode  adopted  in  the  latter  cafe 
had  been  for  the  arch-dukes,  to  whom  the  king  of  Spain  had 
transferred  his  right  of  fovereignty,  to  treat  with  them  as  free 
and  independent  ftates  :  and  that  with  refpecl  to  the  Cantons, 
France  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  more  for  them  in  the  treaty 
of  Munfter,  than  "  a  declaration  that  they  fhould  be  in  pofleffion 
of  full  liberty  and  exemption  from  the  empire,  and  be  in  no 
manner  fubjecl  to  thejurildiflion  thereof:" — but  that  in  his  opi- 
nion, the  circumfiances  of  thefe  dates,  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  conducted  their  oppofition,  would  juflify  their  expect- 
ing a  more  full  declaration. 

Mr.  Gerard  by  ftrongly  urging  congrefs,  in  February  to  come 
to  an  ultimatum,  that  fo  no  prormfing  negociations  might  be  de- 
layed or  obftrucled,  contributed  toward  putting  the  Hates  into  a 
profound  fleep.  They  amufed  themfelves  with  idle  dreams  of 
peace,  and  hardly  made  any  exertions  for  the  war.  Till  about 
the  time  of  the  above  conference,  the  army  fcarcely  received  a 
fingle  recruit,  though  a  large  part  of  it  diffolved  in  the  courfe  of 
laft  winter  and  fpring,  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  fervice  for 
which  the  men  were  engaged.  Gen.  Wafhington  has  a  pro- 
fpeft  of  1000,  or  1500  levies,  at  enormous  bounties,  for  nine 
months  from  Maffachufetts  and  Connecticut,  which  is  all  the 
reinforcement  he  expefts.  Inferior  in  flrength  to  the  enemy, 
he  will  be  able  to  do  little  more  than  take  care  of  himfelf,  and 
guard  the  communication  of  the  North-River.  The  diftreffing 
fituation  of  public  affairs  led  the  late  prehdent  of  congrefs,  Mr. 
Laurens,  to  write  to  his  friend — "  [July  14.J  Let  us  look  around 
and  inquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  army,  the  navy,  the  treafury — 
the  view  is  truly  affefting ;  but  what  is  molt  of  all  to  be  deplor- 
ed is,  the  torpitude  of  national  virtue.  How  many  men  are 
there  who  now  in  fecret  fay,  could  I  have  believed  it  would  have 
come  to  this,  I  would — .  —  I  am  not  of  that  number." 

Captain  Cunningham,  who  took  and  carried  the  Dutch  packet 
into  Dunkirk,  being  captured  on  board  a  private  armed  cut- 
ter in  the  Weft-Indies,  was  brought  to  New- York,  put  un- 
der a  rigorous  and  ignominious  confinement,  and  ordered  to 
be  fent  to  Great-Britain.  Congrefs  was  induced  by  it  to  order 
a  letter  to  be  written  [July  17.]  to  the  Britifh  naval  commander 
at  New-York  demanding  the  reafons  for  the  treatment  he  had 
met  with  ;  and  refolved,  that  if  they  had  not  a  fatisfaftory  anfwer 
by  the  ill  of  Auguir,  one  or  more  perfons  fhould  be  confined  to 
abide  the  fate  of  the  faid  Cunningham.  Two  days  after,  con- 
grefs having  well  confidered  the  letters  before  them,  giving  an 

account 
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account  of  the  devaluations  of  the  enemy,  and  the  burning  of 
Jairfield,  Norwalk  and  Bedford,  "  Refolved— That  the  marine 
committee  be  and  are  hereby  direfted  to  take  the  mofl  effectual 
means  to  carry  into  execution  the  manifefto  of  October  30, 1778, 
by  burning  and  deftroying  the  towns  belonging  to  the  enemy  in 
Great-Britain  and  the  Weft-Indies." 

The  operations  of  war  demand  our  further  notice. 

A  daring  and  dangerous  enterprife  againft  the  enemy's  pod  at 
Powles-Hook  was  committed  to  major  Lee.  The  objecTc  was  to 
throw  a  luftre  upon  the  American  arms  by  furprifing  the  pofts, 
and  immediately  retiring  with  fuch  prifoners  as  the  major  could 
conveniently  make.  Did  it  appear  too  hazardous,  either  in  the 
execution  or  the  difficulty  of  effe&ing  a  retreat,  he  was  at 
liberty  to  abandon  it.  The  neceflity  of  making  a  timely  and 
fafe  retreat,  was  flrongly  inculcated  by  the  commander  in  chief, 
and  the  major  was  defired  to  loofe  no  time  in  attempting  to  re- 
move or  deftroyany  ftores,  or  even  in  collecting  ftragglers.  The 
major,  with  a  party  of  300  Virginians,  a  troop  of  difmounted 
dragoons,  and  one  company  from  the  Maryland  line,  proceeded 
on  the  fervice,  and  very  early  in  the  morning,  [July  19.]  before 
day  light,  completely  furprifed  the  poff.  Major  Sutherland,  the 
commandant,  with  a  number  of  Heflians,  had  the  good  fortune 
to  efcape,  by  reafon  of  the  darknefs,  to  a  fmall  block-houfe  on 
the  left  of  the  fort.  Major  Lee  killed  about  30  of  the  enemy, 
and  took  161  prifoners,  including  7  officers,  at  the  expence  of 
about  half  a  dozen  men  killed  and  wounded.  In  conformity  to 
his  orders,  he  made  an  immediate  retreat  without  tarrying  to  de- 
flroy  either  barracks  or  artillery.  The  approach  of  day,  and  the 
vicinity  of  the  enemy's  main  body,  rendered  it  abfolutely  necef- 
fary.  Lord  Stirling  took  judicious  meafures  to  forward  the  en- 
terprife, and  to  fecure  the  retreat  of  Lee's  party.  This  affair, 
for  the  fize  of  it,  may  be  ranged  with  the  moft  heroic  actions  of 
the  war;  confidering  the  peculiar  pofition  of  Powles-Hook, 
and  its  being  garrifoned  by  200  men. 

The  expeditions  carrying  on  againft  Penobfcot  by  the  MafTa- 
chufetts,  and  againft  the  Mohawks  by  the  United  States,  will  be 
related  when  brought  to  a  clofe.  Gen.  Sullivan  being  called 
away  to  command  the  latter,  gen.  Gates  left  Bofton  and  went 
to  Providence.  In  May  a  number  of  the  troops  under  him, 
mutinied  and  were  upon  the  point  of  marching  off  for  want  of 
bread  :  he  prevailed  upon  them  to  {lay  a  few  days.  During  that 
period  he,  by  exprefs,  ordered  flour  immediately  up  from  Bof- 
ton, which  however  could  not  have  been  procured,  had  it  not 
been  from  the  captures  juft  brought  in  by  the  cruifers.  The 
American  privateers,   the  ftate  and  continental   veffels,  have 

been 
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been  very  fuccefsful  in  capturing  and  getting  fafe  into  port  a 
number  of  Weft-India  fhips  and  others  of  great  value,  more 
than  fufficient  to  counterbalance  by  much  the  loffes  the  United 
States  have  fuftained  in  a  fimilar  way.  It  was  computed,  on  the 
15th  of  July,  that  within  fix  or  feven  weeks  preceding,  upward 
of  20,000  barrels  of  provifions,  defigned  for  the  ufe  of  the  ene- 
my, had  found  their  way  into  the  Maffachufetts  ports.  But  for 
thefe  and  fuch  like  captures,  the  inhabitants  would  have  been 
under  the  greateft  difficulty  through  a  prevailing  fcarcity.  One 
while  there  was  fuch  a  want  of  bread  in  Bofton,  that  families 
who  had  lived  well  were  without  it  many  days.  The  price,  how- 
ever, of  all  articles,  is  rapidly  riling  in  a  continual  fucceffion 
occafioned  chiefly  by  the  enormous  quantity  of  paper  currency 
genuine  and  counterfeit,  that  is  in  circulation.  This  rife  of  com- 
modities, and  the  affociated  depreciation  of  continental  currency, 
has  fpread  fuch  an  alarm,  that  at  Philadelphia  and  in  the  Maffa- 
chufetts, the  inhabitants  are  attempting  afrefh  to  remedy  both,, 
by  a  regulation  of  prices — which,  like  Sifyphus's  ftone,  will  ne- 
ver reach  the  fummit  of  the  evil. 

We  have  heard  within  thefe  few  days,  by  a  Fetter  from  Marti - 
nico  of  Jane  29th,  that  admiral  Byron  having  left  St.  Lucie 
with  an  intention,  as  it  is  thought,  of  convoying  a  large  Britifh 
Weft-India  fleet  through  the  paffages,  count  d'Eftaing  immedi- 
ately embraced  the  opportunity,  and  planned  an  expedition 
againft  St.  Vincent,  which  fucceeded.  We  are  alfo  informed, 
that  fince  then,  Mr.  de  la  Motte  Piquet,  with  five  fhips  of  the 
line,  had  joined  the  count  ;  who  finding  himfelf  fufficiently 
ftrong,  had  planned  an  expedition  againft  Grenada,  and  was  to 
fail  for  that  ifland  the  day  after  the  date  of  the  letter. 

The  count  fent  lieut.  De  Trolong  du  Rumain  to  St.  Vincent, 
with  about  450  men,  only  halt  of  them  regulars,  who  landed 
the  16th  of  June,  and  were  immediatelv  joined  by  the  Carribs  ; 
they  then  polfefTed  themfelves  of  the  heights  which  commanded 
the  town  of  Kingdom  On  the  18th  the  ifland  was  delivered  up 
by  capitulation  without  having  made  any  refinance.  This  may 
have  been  owing  partly  to  the  inhabitants  being  in  dread  of  the 
Carribs,  and  partly  to  their  apprehended  danger  from  attempting 
a  defence,  and  none  from  changing  fovereigns. 

Mr.  Gerard  has  obtained  leave  to  return  to  France,  on  account 
of  the  ill  ftate  of  his  health  ;  and  the  new  minifter  plenipotenti- 
ary, the  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  is  arrived  at  Bofton  in  a  French 
frigate.  Mr.  John  Adams  accompanied  him,  his  commiffion 
having  been  fuperfeded  the  laft  September,  by  the  appointment 
of  Dr.  Franklin,  minifter  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  France. 
The  carrying  of  this  appointment  was  a  favorite  meafure    with 
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Mr.  de  Vergennes ;  as  he  expefts  from  the  doftor  fingly  more 
obfequious  devotion  to  the  pleafurc  of  the  French  court,  than  he 
could  have  obtained  had  the  doctor  been  flill  joined  to  both  or 
either  of  his  former  colleagues,  Meffrs.  John  Adams  and 
Arthur  Lee. 


LETTER      XVII. 

Rotterdam,  Nov.  10,   1779. 
Friend  G. 

TOWARD  the  end  of  April,  an  expedition  again  ft  the  ifl<? 
of  Jerfey  was  fet  on  foot  under  Mr.  de  NafTau,  who  had 
no  fortune,  with  a  view  of  putting  money  into  his  pocket,  front 
the  rapine  and  plunder  that  would  follow  upon  its  fuccefs  *.  It 
fo  happened,  that  admiral  Arbuthnot,  who  you  have  heard  fail- 
ed the  lftof  May,  with  a  fquadron  of  men  of  war,  and  a  prodi- 
gious convoy  of  merchantmen  and  tranfports  for  America,  fell 
in  with  the  veffel,  going  exprefs  to  England,  with  an  account 
of  the  attack,  and  the  apparent  imminent  danger  of  the  ifland. — 
Upon  that  he  ordered  the  convoy  to  wait  for  him  at  Torbay,  and 
proceeded  to  the  relief  of  Jerfey.  Though  the  failure  of  the  ex- 
pedition was  the  confequence,  the  French  comforted  themfelves 
when  they  faw  it  had  the  unexpected  efleft.  of  detaining  admiral 
Arbuthnot  for  along  time  at  Torbay,  and  of  inducing  the  admi- 
ralty to  order  ten  fhips  of  the  line,  under  admiral  Darby,  to  join 
the  former,  for  the  fafe  efcorting  the  convoy  to  a  certain 
diftance.  Mr.  Sartine,  upon  obtaining  information  of  this  or- 
der, hurried  the  Breft  fleet  under  count  d'Orvilliers  to  fea. 

There  were  not  at  the  laft  moment,  failors  fufficient  to  man  it ; 
but  neither  this,  nor  the  non-arrival  of  two  fhips  expe&ed  from 
Toulon,  could  prevail  with  him  to  rifle  lofing  the  opportunity  on 
the  one  hand  of  intercepting  Darby  on  his  return,  and  on  the 
other  of  fecuring  the  junction  of  the  French  and  Spanifh  fleets. 
Eight  thoufand  land  forces  were  put  on  board  to  ferve  as  ma- 
rines, and  to  fupply  the  defe£r.  of  failors.  With  this  kind  of 
equipage  did  the  fleet  fail  on  the  4th  of  June.  There  was  a  ge- 
neral 
*  Polit'cal  Memoir*. 
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neral  exultation  vifiblein  the  countenance  of  every  Frenchman 
at  Paris,  mixed  with  furprife,  upon  hearing  that  their  fleet  was 
failed,  and  that  there  was  no  Britifh  force  at  fea  to  oppofe  them. 
Not  a  word  was  put  into  the  gazette  of  France  of  d'Orvilliers* 
failing.  It  is  afferted,  that  Sartine  being  afked,  why  he  did  not 
let  a  thing  fo  public,  and  fo  interefting,  go  into  the  gazette,  his 
anfwer  was — "  The  Englifh  miniftry  will  not  know  it  fo  foon 
any  other  way."  Darby,  however,  narrowly  efcaped,  to  the 
great  difappointment  of  the  keeneft.  expectations  of  the  French, 
who  really  looked  upon  his  divifion  as  a  fure  prey.  Foreigners 
are  aftonifhed  at  the  prefent  management  of  the  Britifh  marine. 
They  look  back  to  former  wars,  when  it  was  deemed  a  molt 
confequential  fervice,  and  the  molt  concife  mode  of  crippling 
the  marine  of  France,  and  rendering  their  projects  abortive,  to 
block  up  the  harbours  of  Bred  and  Toulon.  When  d'Orvilliers 
had  failed,  a  profound  fecrecy  reigned  at  the  court  of  France  as 
to  his  deftination  ;  but  by  the  6th  of  July,  certain  advices  were 
received  of  his  having  joined  the  Spanifh  fleet,  upon  the  24th 
of  June.  Before  the  junction,  though  not  its  apparent  certainty, 
a  manifeflo  was  prefented  [June  16.J  by  the  marquis  d'Almodo- 
var,  the  Spanifh  amhaflador,  accompanied  with  the  notice  of  his 
immediate  departure.  The  manifeflo  eftablifhed  this  faffc,  that 
Spain  had  taken  a  decided  part  with  France  and  America 
again  ft  Great-Britain.  It  coft  the  court  of  Verfailles  great 
pains  to  goad  the  Catholic  king's  minifters  to  a  decided  refoluti- 
on  in  the  councils  of  Madrid  ;  and  after  all,  it  has  been  faid  by 
refpectable  authority,  "  That  there  had  been  no  declaration  from 
Spain,  if  the  Englifh  fleet  had  been  at  fea,"  in  force  and  in  fea- 
fon  to  have  prevented  the  junction,  which  was  regarded  as  that 
on  which  the  very  falvation  of  France  depended.  The  fpirits  of 
the  French  were  as  drooping  as  can  be  well  conceived,  till  they 
had  heard  of  that  event,  and  of  the  arrival  of  the  two  reinforce- 
ments forwarded  to  count  d'Eftaing*. 

When  the  Spanifh  ambaflador  once  knew  that  d'Orvilliers 
failed  on  the  4th  of  June,  and  that  the  Britifh  grand  fleet  re- 
mained at  Spithead  on  the  14th,  he  mult  allure  himfelf,  that  the 
junftion  of  the  French  and  Spanifh  ones  would  take  place,  and 
could  not  be  prevented  by  the  other;  and  that  therefore  he 
might  proceed  without  any  demur  to  deliver  the  manifeflo.  This 
event  will,  moft  probably,  be  more  favorable  in  the  ifliie  to  the 
American  ftates,  than  fuccefs  in  the  Spanifh  mediation  on  the 
terms  his  Catholic  majefty  propofed,  which  were — That  the  two 
crowns  of  Great  Britain  and  France  fhould  difarm  and  agree  to 
a  umverfal  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities :  That  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
both  fhould  meet  at  an  appointed  place  to  fettle  their  refpe£tive 
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differences : — That  a  like  fufpenfion  fhould  be  granted  by  Great 
Britain  to  the  American  colonies  [as  they  were  iliiedj  which 
fhould  not  be  broken,  without  giving  to  his  Catholic  majefly 
an  anticipated  notice  of  one  year,  that  he  might  communicate 
it  to  the  faid  Ameri.an  provinces;  and  that  there  fhould  be  a 
reciprocal  difarming  and  a  regulation  of  the  limits  not  to  be  paf- 
fed  by  either,  as  to  the  places  they  might  refpeftively  occupy  at 
the  time  of  ratifying  this  adjuflment : — That  there  fhould  come 
to  Madrid  one  or  more  commifhoners  of  the  colonies  and  of  his 
Britannic  majefly,  to  agree  in  fettling  the  preceding  particulars 
and  others  relative  to  the  nrmnefs  of  faid  fufpenfion,  and  that,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  colonies  fhould  be  treated  as  independent  in  afting. 
The  contents  of  the  manifeftowere  laid  before  both  houfes  of  par- 
liament the  day  after  its  being  prefented,  and  were  accompanied 
with  a  meflage  from  the  king.  They  both  concurred  unanimoufly 
in  refolving  to  fupport  with  fpirit  and  vigor  the  war  againft  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon.  An  anfwer  was  tranfmitted  by  his  majefly 's  fe- 
cretary,  lord  Weymouth,  to  the  marquis  d'Almodovar,  dated 
July  13th,  ten  days  after  the  rifmg  of  parliament.  This  anfwer 
was  received  when  a  ffate-paper  was  nearly  printed  off  at  Ma- 
drid, and  which  related  the  motives  that  induced  the  Spanifh 
monarch  to  withdraw  his  ambaffador,  and  aft  hoflilely  againfl 
Great  Britain.  This  paper  afferts,  that  the  Britifh  miniftry, 
while  they  rejefted  the  propofals  made  by  Spain,  were  infinuat- 
ing  themlclves  at  the  court  of  France  by  means  of  fecret  emiffa- 
nes,  and  making  great  offers  to  her  to  abandon  the  colonies,  and 
to  make  a  peace  with  Britain,  and  at  the  fame  time  were  treating, 
by  means  of  another  emiffary,  with  Dr.  Franklin,  to  whom  they 
made  various  propofals  to  difunite  them  from  France,  and  to  ac- 
commodate matters  with  Britain,  not  only  holding  out  conditi- 
ons fimilar  to  thofe  which  they  had  rejefted,  when  coming 
through  his  Catholic  majefly,  but  including  offers  much  more 
favorable  to  the  Americans. 

Count  d'Orvilliers  having  received  inftruftion,  fleered  with 
the  combined  fleet,  amounting  to  66  fhips  of  the  line,  for  Ply- 
mouth. The  coafts  of  Normandy  and  Brittany,  being  at  the 
fame  time  crowded  with  troops,  and  the  ports  in  the  bay  and 
channel  with  fhipping,  exhibited  the  appearance  of  an  intended  in- 
vafion  of  England  or  Ireland.  D'Orvilliers  palled  Sir  Chas.  Hardy, 
who  was  cruifing  in  the  bay  with  near  forty  fhips  of  the  line, 
(having  failed  from  Spithead  the  day  on  which  the  Spanifh  mani- 
iefto  was  prefented)  without  their  having  the  leaf!  knowledge  of 
each  other.  He  appeared  off  Plymouth  in  the  evening,  [Aug. 
16.J  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  two  following  days ;  but  without 
making  any  attempt,  which,   had  it  taken  place    immediately, 
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muft  have  fucceeded,  as  the  town  was  altogether  in  a  defencelefs 
ftate,  with  "  neither  men,  capable  of  {landing  to  the  guns,  nor 
rammers,  fponges,  or  other  implements  for  loading  them*." — 
The  inhabitants  and  the  neighbouring  country  were  in  the  great- 
eft  confufion  and  the  utmoft  alarm.  But  on  Wednefday  the  18th 
it  providential  began  to  blow  almoft  a  ftorm  at  eaft,  which  conti- 
nued till  the  2 2d,  and  forced  the  fleet  below  Plymouth;  and  the 
wind  remaining  flrong  in  the  fame  point  for  fome  days,  prevent- 
ed its  return  no  lefs  than  Sir  Charles  Hardy's  coming  into  the 
channel  f.  The  Ardent  of  64  guns,  on  her  way  from  Portf- 
mouth  to  join  Sir  Charles,  miftaking  the  combined  for  the  Bri- 
tifh  fleet,  was  taken  in  fight  of  Plymouth.  D'Orvilliers  ranged 
about  the  Land's  End,  the  Scilly  Iflands,  and  the  chops  of  the 
channel,  till  the  end  of  the  month,  without  feeking  to  return  and 
make  an  attack  upon  Plymouth.  He  might  conclude,  that  it 
would  be  now  too  late,  the  firft  opportunity  having  been  loft:  efpe- 
cially  as  a  very  great  ficknefs  prevailed  among  the  failors  and 
foldiers  on  board  the  fleet.  Thus  by  a  coincidence  of  circum- 
stances, Plymouth,  with  the  dock,  the  naval  magazines,  &c. — 
were  happily  preferved,  notwithftanding  the  criminal  negleft  of 
administration  in  not  putting  the  place  into  a  proper  ftate  of  de- 
fence. It  is  a  fa£t,  that  there  was  delivered  to  one  of  the  mini- 
ftry,  on  the  28th  of  July,  a  letter  from  France,  acquainting  him 
with  the  deftination  of  the  combined  fleet,  and  the  intention  of 
attacking  and  deftroying  Plymouth. 

[Aug.  31.]  The  wind  favoring,  Sir  Charles  Hardy  gained  the 
entrance  of  the  channel  in  fight  of  the  combined  fleets,  without 
their  being  able  to  prevent  him.  The  enemy  purfued  him  as 
high  up  as  Plymouth,  but  did  not  venture  much  further.  The 
ficknefs  increafing  on  board  the  combined  fleet  to  a  mod  ex- 
treme degree,  and  their  thips  being  otherwife  much  out  of  condi- 
tion, and  the  equinox  approaching,  count  d'Orvilliers  thought  it 
neceflary  to  abandon  the  Britilh  coafts,  and  repair  to  Breft  ear- 
ly ira  September.  The  whole  country  round  about  became  an 
hofpital,  through  the  many  thoufands  of  fick  that  were  landed. 
It  was  amoft  happy  circumltance  for  the  Britikh  merchants,  that 
a  large  Jamaica  fleet  efcaped  and  got  into  the  channel  about  ten 
days  before  he  firft  entered  it;  and  that  eight  homeward  bound 
Eaft-Indiamen  had  timely  notice  of  their  danger,  fo  as  to  have 
the  opportunity  of  putting  into  Ireland. 

In  the  beginning  of  September,  adm.  Barrington  arrived  with 
difpatches,  giving  an  account  of  the   taking  of  the   ifles  of  St. 

*  Mf.   H— -b---t'$    declaration.     Gentleman's  magazLe    for   1780, 
p.  109. 
f  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  1779,  p42i-*-423« 
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Vincent  and  Grenada,  and  of  an  aftion  between  adm.  Bvron 
and  count  d'Eftaing.  The  count  failed  for  Grenada  and  arrived 
off  the  iflandTJuly  2. J  with  a  fleet  of  five  or  fix  and  twenty  ftiips 
of  the  line,  about  12  frigates,  and  near  10, oco  land  forces,  includ- 
ding  marines,  The  defence  of  the  place  lay  in  about  150  foldi- 
ers>  3.5°  rnilitia,  2co  volunteers,  with  fome  feamen  ;  and  its 
ftrength  confided  in  a  fortified  and  intrenched  hill,  which  com- 
manded the  fort,  harbour,  and  capital  town  ot  St.  George. 
The  French  landed  between  2  and  3000  regulars,  under  count 
Dillon,  the  fame  evening :  and  the  next  day  inverted  the  hill, 
and  made  the  neceffary  preparations  for  carrying  it  by  ftorm  the 
following  nightf-as  they  would  lofe  no  time,  left  adm.  Byron's 
fleet  might  arrive.  The  defence  was  obftinate,  confidering  the 
force  on  each  fide.  Although  d'Eftaing  headed  a  column  of. 
the  aflailants  in  perfon,  they  were  repulfed  in  the  firft  onfet ;  but 
their  fuperior  numbers  at  length  prevailed,  and  the  lines  were 
carried  after  a  conflict  of  about  an  hour  and  a  half;  the  lofs  of 
the  French,  however,  in  killed  and  wonnded  was  confiderable. 
The  cannon  taken  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  being  turned  at  break  of 
day  againft  the  fort,  the  governor,  lord  Macartney,  was  under 
the  neceffity  of  propofing  a  capitulation.  D'Eftaing  granted 
him  but  an  hour  for  framing  the  articles,  which  when  prefented, 
were  rejected  in  the  grofs.  The  count  propofed  others  fo  extra- 
ordinary, that  his  lordfhip  and  the  principal  inhabitants  thought 
it  better  to  trufl  to  the  law  and  cuftom  ot  nations,  and  to  the 
juftice  of  one  court,  and  the  interpofition  of  the  other,  by  fur- 
rendering  at  difcretion.,  than  to  bind  themfelves  to  fiich  unex- 
ampled conditions.  His  lordfhip,  in  expectation  that  the  fortifi- 
ed hill  was  next  to  impregnable,  had  carried  thither  bis  plate, 
jewels,  and  moft  valuable  effects,  and  his  principal  officers  had 
followed  his  example*.  The  count  is  charged  with  having  cx- 
ercifed  great  feverity  and  oppreflion  ;  and  it  is  faid,  that  his  fol- 
diers  were  indulged  in  fuch  unbridled  licence,  that  the  condition 
of  tne  inhabitants  would  have  been  deplorable  beyond  descrip- 
tion, but  for  the  humanity  and  tendernefs  of  the  officers  and  pri- 
vates of  Dillon's  Irifh  regiment. 

Meanwhile,  adm.  Byron  had  returned  to  St.  Lucie,  from 
convoying  the  Weft-India  fleet;  but  weakened  through  the 
fhips  he  had  fent  with  the  trade  to  Great- Britain.  He  there 
received  intelligence  of  the  lofs  of  St.  Vincent ;  and  immediately 
concluded  with  gen.  Grant  to  proceed  with  the  hnd  and  naval 
forces  tor  its  recovery.  On  their  paffage,  they  received  infor- 
mation that  d'Eftaing  had  attacked  Grenada,  without  being  gjc- 

*  The  Faiis  account  of  ihe  taking  cf  Grenada. 
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quainted  with  de  la  Motte  Picquct's  having  joined  him.     They 
changed  their  intention,  and  fleered  for  the   relief  of   Grenada. 

The  Britifh  commanders  arrived  within  fight  of  the  French 
fleet  at  break  of  day,  [July  6.]  Their  force  confifted  of  21 
fhips  of  the  line  and  a  fingle  frigate.  They  were  embarraffed 
by  the  fomewhat  greater  number  of  tranfports  which  conveyed 
the  troops.  The  French  having  received  previous  information 
of  the  approach  of  the  Britifh  fleet,  were  then  moftly  getting 
under  way,  and  thofe  (hips  which  had  not  already  hoifled  their 
anchors,  flipt  their  cables,  and  kept  ftretching  out  to  fea.  The 
objecls  of  the  hoflile  commanders  were  totally  different.  The 
Britifh  admirals  wanted  to  bring  the  enemy  to  clofe  action  in 
hopes  of  conquefl  and  of  faving  Grenada.  D'Eftaing  fought 
for  no  further  advantage  than  the  prefervation  of  his  new  aequi- 
fition,  which  to  him  was  a  fufhcient  vi6iory.  His  fhips  being 
cleanen  and  confequently  failing  better  than  the  Britifh,  he  chofe 
a  partial  aftion,  rather  than  be  expofed  to  the  doubtful  Hfue  of 
a  defperate  conflicl:.  The  firft  fignal  made  by  Byron  was  for  a 
general  chace  ;  and  the  fecond,  for  the  fhips  to  engage  and  form 
as  they  could  get  up.  By  eight  o'clock  the  aftion  was  commenc- 
ed by  adm.  Barrington  in  the  Prince  of  Wales,  with  the  cap- 
tains, Sawyer  and  Gardner  in  the  Boyne  and  Safari,  they  hav- 
ing clofed  with  the  van  of  the  enemy.  Being  obliged  to  endurfe 
the  whole  weight  of  fire  from  that  divifion,  for  a  confiderable 
time  before  they  could  be  fupported,  and  fuffered  accordingly  ; 
befide  the  damage  of  the  fhips  and  the  lofs  of  the  men,  the  admi- 
ral was  himfelf  wounded.  The  French  eluded  every  effort 
made  by  the  Britifh  commanders  to  bring  on  a  clofe  and  deci- 
five  engagement.  When  the  evolutions  on  both  fides,  and  the 
eagernels  on  one,  threw  a  few  of  the  Britifh  fhips  into  a  fitua- 
tion,  which  obliged  them  to  endure  a  conflict  with  a  much  great- 
er number  of  the  enemy,  a  clofe  engagement  enfued.  Thus  the 
Grafton,  the  Cornwall,  and  the  Lion,  fuffained  the  whole  fire 
of  the  French  fleet.  The  Monmouth  attempting  fingly  to  arreft 
the  progrefs  of  the  enemy's  van,  hoping  thereby  to  bring  on  a 
general  aclion,  but  failing,  was  reduced  almoil  to  a  wreck. 
The  Suffolk,  adm.  Rowley  with  the  Fame,  fuffered  alfo  confider- 
ably  in  fimilar  fituations. 

The  act  ion  ceafed  about  twelve  o'clock ;  but  although  renew- 
ed at  two,  and  at  other  times,  in  a  degree,  during  the  evening, 
yet  nothing  effential  was  effetled.  During  the  heat  of  it,  fome 
Britilli  Ihips  pufhing  their  way  to  the  very  entrance  of  the  har- 
bour of  St.  George's,  beheld  French  colours  on  the  fort,  and 
were  '"■■  :d  at  by  the  batteries.  The  objecl  of  the  Britifh  com- 
;  s  was  therefore  totally  changed.     The  relief  of  the  ifland 

was 
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was  at  an  end.  The  protection  of  the  tranfports,  along  with 
that  of  the  difabled  fhips,  was  now  the  main  point  to  be  confi- 
dered.  Three  of  the  difabled  (hips  were  a  great  way  aflern :  the 
Lion  was  obliged  to  bear  away  fingly,  in  the  bell  manner  {he 
could,  before  the  wind.  That  and  the  other  two  might  feem- 
ingly  have  been  cut  off  by  the  French  :  but  d'Eftaing  would  not 
rifk  the  bringing  on  of  a  decifive  action  by  attempting  their  cap- 
ture. In  the  evening,  the  Monmouth  and  the  tranfports  were 
ordered  to  make  the  beft  of  their  way  to  Antigua  or  St.  Kitts. 
Byron  drew  up  his  line,  reduced  now  to  19  (hips,  about  three 
miles  diftant  from  d'Eftaing,  and  expecled  to  be  attacked  in  the 
morning;  but  during  the  night,  the  count  returned  to  Grenada. 
The  lofs  of  men  in  the  Britilh  fleet  was  moderate  ;  the  other 
circumftances  of  the  action  however,  were  exceeding  grievous ; 
for  the  great  damage  fuftained  by  the  mips,  in  their  mafts  and 
rigging,  which  could  not  be  eafily  remedied  in  that  quarter,  af- 
forded an  aftonifhing  fuperiority  of  force  to  the  French,  which 
while  it  continues,  will  render  it  impoflible  for  the  Britilh  longer 
to  difpute  the  empire  of  the  fea  with  them  in  the  Weft-Indies. — 
All  accounts  concur  in  defcribing  the  French  lofs  of  men  in 
the  action  as  prodigious.  The  publifhed  number  of  officers  kil- 
led and  wounded,  both  in  the  naval  and  land  departments,  is 
confiderable.  The  other  muft  be  in  a  great  degree  conjectural. 
The  latter  end  of  July,  there  failed  from  Port  l'Orient  the 
Bon  Homme  Richard,  of  40  guns  and  375  men,  commanded 
by  capt.  Paul  Jones,  the  Alliance  of  36  guns,  the  Pallas  a 
French  frigate  of  32,  the  Vengeance  an  armed  brig  of  12,  toge- 
ther with  a  cutter:  Jones  acted  as  commodore  to  the  fquadron. 
lie  fleered  for  the  Weftern  coaft  of  Ireland,  and  appeared  off 
Kerry.  From  thence  he  ranged  round  the  north  of  Scotland, 
till  he  came  off  Forth  Frith  on  September  the  19th ;  when  he  di- 
rected his  courfe  to  Flamborough  Head.  Being  off  the  head, 
he  fell  in  with  the  fleet  [Sept.  23.J  from  the  Baltic,  under  the 
protection  of  the  Serapis,  capt.  Pearfon,  and  the  Countefs  of 
Scarborough,  capt  Piercy.  Before  noon,  capt.  Pearfon  receiv- 
ed intelligence  from  the  bailiffs  of  Scarborough,  of  the  fquadron 
under  Jones  being  on  the  coaft.  Between  twelve  and  one  the 
headmoft  of  the  fleet  got  fight  of  it,  when  the  Serapis  made  all 
the  fail  fhe  could  to  get  between  the  enemy  and  the  convoy, 
which  fhe  foon  effected.  Capt.  Pearfon,  by  four  o'clock  plain- 
ly difcerning  from  the  deck,  that  the  fquadron  confifted  of  three 
large  fhips,  and  a  brig,  (the  cutter  was  not  now  with  them)  made 
the  Countefs  of  Scarborough's  fignal  to  join  him,  which  was 
done  about  half  paft  five.  A  little  after  feven,  the  Bon  Homme 
Richard  brought  to  within  mufket  fhot  of  the  Serapis,  when  the 

fight 


A.  D.  1779.]    AMERICAN    REVOLUTION.      47i 

fight  began,  and  was  maintained  with  equal  fury  on  both  fides, 
each  veiiel  ufing  all  poffible  means  to  gain  an  advantageous  fitu- 
ation  to  rake  the  other.  Capt.  Pearfon  had  infinitely  the  fupe- 
riority  over  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  in  working  the  Serapis, 
and  obtained  advantages  in  fpite  of  every  effort  of  Jones  to 
prevent  it.  Jones,  to  render  fuch  fupeiiorty  ufelefs,  aimed  at 
lying  his  fliip  athwart  the  hawfe  of  the  other.  Though  he  did 
not  fucceed  to  his  with,  yet  as  the  bowfprit  of  the  Serapis  ran 
between  his  poop  and  mizen  maft,  he  feized  the  opportunity  of 
lathing  the  veifels  together,  when  the  wind  driving  the  head  of 
the  Serapis  againft  the  bow  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  they 
became  fo  clofe  fore  and  aft,  that  the  muzzles  of  their  guns 
touched  each  other's  fides.  In  this  pofition  they  engaged  from 
half  pad  eight  till  half  paft  ten.  But  before  it  commenced,  the 
Bon  Homme  Richard  had  received  many  i81b.  fhot  between 
wind  and  water,  and  was  become  very  leaky.  Her  tier  of  12 
pounders  was  entirely  filenced  and  abandoned.  Her  fix  18 
pounders,  which  were  old,  were  of  no  fervice,  and  were  fired 
but  eight  times  in  all.  During  the  fucceeding  action,  Jones 
made  ufe  only  of  three  nine  pounders,  whofe  fire  was  feconded 
by  that  of  his  men  in  the  round  tops.  At  the  fame  time  others 
threw  fuch  a  quantity  and  variety  of  combuftible  matters  into 
the  decks,  chains,  and  every  part  of  the  Serapis,  that  fhe  was 
on  fire  not  lefs  than  10  or  12  times  in  different  parts,  and  it  was 
with  the  greatefl  difficulty  that  the  fame  could  be  extinguifhed. 
At  half  paft  nine,  by  fome  accident  the  Serapis  had  a  cartridge 
of  powder  fet  on  fire,  the  flames  of  which  communicating  from 
one  to  another  all  the  way  aft,  blew  up  all  the  people  and  officers 
abaft  the  main  maft,  and  rendered  all  thofe  guns  ufelefs  for  the 
remainder  of  the  action.  When  both  fhips  were  on  fire  toge- 
ther, as  it  happened  at  times,  the  fpeclacle  was  dreadful  beyond 
expreflion.  The  Alliance  repeatedly  failed  round  both  while  eni 
gaged,  raking  the  Serapis  fore  and  aft,  and  thereby  killing  or 
wounding  many  of  her  men  on  the  quarter  and  main  decks*. — • 
After  ten  fhe  came  up  afrefh,  and  renewed  the  fire  ;  but  through 
the  darknefs  of  the  night,  and  both  fhips  being  fo  clofe  along 
fide  each  other,  it  was  not  poured  into  the  Serapis  alone,  but  al- 
fo  into  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  eleven  of  whofe  men  were 
killed,  befide  an  otficer  mortally  wounded,  by  one  of  her  broad- 

*  The  account  printed  in  the  Courier  de  l'Europe  of  November  5, 
'779»  figned  Pau  Joies,  ftates  the  matter  fo  as  to  imply  a  denial  of 
what  is  aflerted  in 'he  Gazette  a  conn*,  figned  R.  Pearlm  ;  but  from 
the  known  an  ty  of  Jon  -s,  -in  the  utter  imp  obabdity  of  the  Alliance's 
rema  ning  t  a  y  inactive  fo  fo  long  a  time,  it  is  highly  reafonable  to 
conclude,  that  the  firlt  account  is  erroneous, 

fides. 
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fides.  Capt.  Pearfon  however,  perceiving  that  it  was  impracti- 
cable to  ftand  out  any  longer  with  the  leaf!  profpeft  of  fuccefs, 
ilruck,  after  having  (by  his  conduct  and  perfevering  bravery)  fe- 
cured  to  his  convoy  the  opportunity  of  faving  themfelves.  The 
Serapis  was  a  much  fuperior  fhip  to  the  Bon  Homme  Richard, 
being  built  on  an  excellent  model,  and  carrying  44  guns  in  two 
tiers,  the  lower  18  pounders.  The  number  of  men  killed  and 
wounded  on  each  fide  was  neceffarily  great.  Both  mips  fuffered 
much  :  but  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  was  reduced  to  a  wreck : 
fhe  had  near  feven  feet  water  in  her  hold,  which  kept  increafing. 
The  wounded  were  removed,  and  only  the  firft  lieutenant  of  the 
Pallas,  with  fome  men  left  on  board  to  keep  the  pumps  going, 
while  the  boats  were  difpofed  within  call  to  take  them  in  when 
occafion  required.  On  the  twenty-fifth,  the  water  rofe  to  her 
lower  deck  and  fhe  went  down  ;  but  nobody  was  loft  with  her  *. 
It  ft  ill  remains  to  be  mentioned,  that  the  Countefs  of  Scarbo- 
rough engaged  the  Pallas  for  near  two  hours,  when  capt.  Piercy 
was  obliged  to  ftrike,  Commodore  Jones,  with  the  remains  of 
his  flying  fquadron  and  prizes,  made  for  Holland,  and  on  the  3d 
of  October  anchored  off  the  Texel.  The  commodore  eftimates 
the  prizes  taken  and  ranfomed  by  the  Bon  Homme  Richard, 
during  her  cruize,  at  more  than  40,000k 

Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  foon  applied  to  their  high  mightineffes  for 
the  delivering  up  of  the  Serapis  and  Countefs  of  Scarborough. 
On  the  29th  of  October,  he  prefented  a  memorial  to  them,  in 
which  bv  his  majefty's  order,  he  renews,  "  in  the  ftrongeft  and 
mo  ft  preffing  manner,  his  rcqueft  that  thofe  fhips  and  their  crews 
may  be  flopped  and  delivered  up,  which  the  pirate  Paul  Jones,  of 
Scotland,  who  is  a  rebel  fubjecl,  and  a  criminal  of  the  itate,  has 
taken."  Jones  is  filled  a  pirate  upon  the  fuppofition  that  his  let- 
ters of  marque  or  commiffion  are  illegal  for  want  of  being  grant- 
ed by  a  fovereign  power,  which  the  Britifh  do  not  allow  the 
congrefs  to  be.  But  it  may  be  at  length  difcovered,  that  Jones's 
letters  are  legal  upon  their  own  principles,  and  have  been  grant- 
ed by  the  French,  whatever  other  letters  he  may  poffefs.  The 
whole  of  Jones's  expedition  was  probably  concerted  at  Verfailles, 
with  the  defign  of  catching  the  eaftern  fleet  laden  with  naval 
ftores,  while  the  continental  frigate  the  Alliance  was  borrowed 
for  a  cover,  and  the  command  of  the  whole  given  to  Jones  on 
account  of  his  acquaintance  with  the  Irifh  and  Britifh  coafts. — 
The  memorial  contains  a  threatning  infmuation  of  ferious  con- 
fluences in  cafe  of  non-compliance.  The  anfwer  which  their 
high  mightineffes  have  given  is  in  brief — "  That  they  will,  in 

*  Capta:n  Jones's  account, 
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ho  refpefl:  whatever,  pretend  to  judge  of  the  legality  or  illegality 
of  the  aftions  of  thofe  who  have  on  the  open  fea,  taken  any 
veflels  which  do  not  belong  to  this  country,  and  bring  them  in- 
to any  of  the  ports  of  this  republic  :  that  they  only  open  their 
ports  to  them  to  give  them  fhelter  from  ftorms  or  other  difafters, 
and  oblige  them  to  put  to  fea  again  with  their  prizes,  without 
unloading  or  difpofing  of  their  cargoes,  but  letting  them  remairt 
exactly  as  when  they  arrived :  and  that  they  are  not  authorized 
to  pais  judgrhent  either  on  thefe  prizes,  or  the  perfon  of  Paul 
Jones."  What  would  be  the  fate  of  Jones  could  the  Britifh. 
once  make  him  their  prifoner,  is  hard  to  determine  ;  confidering 
that  capt.  Cunningham  was  brought  in  irons  from  New- York 
to  Falmouth,  and  lent  ironed  to  Pendennis  caftle  ;  from  which, 
however,  he  was  removed  in  a  few  weeks  to  Mill  prifon,  Ply-> 
mouth ;  and  being  a  native  American,  he  is  now  rated  as  an  ex- 
changeable prifoner. 

The  prefent  ftate  of  Ireland  rnuft  not  be  paffed  over  without 
notice. 

The  long  continued  embargo  on  provifions,  the  only  ftaplet 
export  of  that  kingdom,  has  been  viewed  as  particularly  infulting, 
and  moft  highly  refented  by  the  people  ;  on  their  reflecling4 
that  a  fet  of  contractors  reaped  the  greateft  benefit  from  it,  while 
the  intereft  of  the  country  was  facrificed,  and  the  whole  nation. 
diftrefTed.  Taxes  became  more  numerous,  and  the  national 
debt  accumulated  every  feflion  of  parliament.  Advantage  was 
taken  of  thefe  circumftances,  and  the  peculiar  fituation  of  Great- 
Britain,  by  the  moft  fagacious  among  the  Irifh,  for  the  obtaining 
of  thofe  privileges  which  might  otherwife  never  be  fecured. 
The  do&rines  of  taxation  without  reprefentation,  and  of  uncon- 
ditional fubmiflion,  which  miniftry  applied  to  America,  were  ur- 
ged as  matter  of  apprehenfion  to  Ireland ;  and  it  was  openly 
faid,  that  the  chains  forged  for  the  former,  in  cafe  of  fuccefs, 
would  afford  a  mode  for  the  fetters  which  would  foon  be  fitted 
for  the  latter.  The  fmothered  flame  at  length  broke  out  with 
violence,  ort  finding  that  parliament  would  afford  them  no  effec- 
tual relief.  AfTociations  againft  the  purchafe  and  ufe  of  Britifh 
manufactures,  and  for  the  encouragement  of  their  own,  became 
univerfal.  But  befide  thefe,  there  were  affociations  of  a  more 
effective  and  terrifying  nature.  Being  alarmed  with  the  danger 
of  a  French  invafion,  it  was  urged,  that  the  defence  of  the  king- 
dom muft  be  placed  in  thofe  who  had  the  beft  intereft  in  it. 
Military  affociations  were  therefore  propofed  and  univerfally 
adopted.  The  affociators  declared,  that  they  were  intended  for 
the  double  purpofe  of  defending  their  fafety  againft  foreign  ene- 
mies, and  their  rights  againft  domeftic  ufurpation.  In  every 
part  of  the  kingdom  were  feen  inftantlv  to  arife,  as  if  bv  magic, 
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vaft:  bodies  of  citizens,  ferving  at  their  own  charges,  choofing 
their  own  officers,  trained  to  great  expertnefs,  and  obeying  with 
remarkable  regularity,  t  No  gentleman,  no  nobleman  could  lhow 
his  face  in  the  country,  who  did  not  fall  in  with  the  prevailing 
thfpofition.  Men  of  confiderable  fortunes  ferved  in  the  ranks. 
All  ihis  bufinefs  was  accomplilhed  without  any  fort  of  confufion 
or  diforder;  while  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  obedience  to 
the  laws,  were  never  more  prevalent.  The  numbers  of  trained 
"volunteers  is  fuppofed  to  be  about  50,000  :  they  are  admirably 
appointed.  Government  faw  thefe  proceedings  with  aftonilh- 
ment.  They  wifhed  to  regulate  this  new  and  unexpected  force, 
and  to  bring  it  to«acl  under  the  authority  of  the  crown  ;  but  after 
a  few  feeble  attempts,  it  was  thought  beft  to  concur  in  a  mea- 
lure  that  could  not  be  prevented.  The  Irifh  patriots  having  thus 
provided  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom  againft  foreign  enemies, 
began  to  look  toward  their  own  rights;  and  in  general  declaim- 
ed the  authority  of  the  Britifli  parliament  over  them,  and  con- 
demned its  interference  in  their  affairs.  On  the  12th  ol  Octo- 
ber, the  Irifh  parliament  met.  Upon  a  motion  for  the  addrefs^ 
in  anfwer  to  the  fpeech  of  the  lord  lieutenant,  an  amendment 
was  moved  and  carried  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  which  occafi- 
oned  the  infertion  of  the  following  words  in  their  addrefs  to  the 
throne — "  We  beg  leave  humbly  to  reprefent  to  your  majefty, 
that  it  is  not  by  temporary  expedients,  but  by  a  free  trade  ajone, 
that  this  nation  is  now  to  be  faved  from  impending  ruin."  The 
addrefs  from  the  lords  contained  fimilar  expreflions.  Thus  it 
appears,  that  a  free  and  unlimited  commerce  with  the  whole 
■world  is  the Jine  qua  no/?,  with  the  patriots  of  Ireland,  from  which 
they  mean  not  to  depart.  The  prevailing  unanimity  in  political 
fcntiments  among  the  Irifh,  has  been  greatly  forwarded  by  their 
parliament's  having  before  followed  the  humane  example  of  the 
Britifh  legiflature  in  relaxing  the  penal  reltrictions  of  the  laws 
againfl  the  Englilh  Roman  catholics.  The  addreffes  were  carri- 
ed up  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  with  great  parade,  amid  the  accla- 
mations of  the  people.  The  duke  of  Leinfler,  who  command- 
ed the  Dub|in  volunteers,  efcorted  the  fpeaker  in  perfon  upon 
the  occafion,  while  the  flreets  were  lined  on  both  fides  from  the 
parliament  houfe  to  the  caftle,  by  that  corps  drawn  up  in  their 
arms  and  uniforms,  That  nobleman  had  before  moved  for  the 
thanks  of  the  lords  to  the  volunteer  companies  through  the  king- 
dom, which  was  carried  with  only  one  diflenting  voice. 

The  prefent  letter  clofes  with  mentioning,  that  the  Spaniards 
have,  for  fome  months  back,  invefted  Gibraltar  both  by  land 
;!;ul  fea  ;  but  the  garriibn  feems  to  be  under  no  apprehenfions. 
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